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Experience
Baker & Taylor is the
most experienced in the
business; selling
Entertainment
products to libraries
since 1986.

Learn more about Baker & Taylor’s
Entertainment team:
ELITE
Helpful personnel focused exclusively on
Entertainment products and customized
services to meet continued patron demand

PROFICIENT
Qualified entertainment content buyers ensure
frontlist and backlist titles are available and
delivered on time

SKILLED
Supportive Sales Representatives
with an average of 15 years industry
experience

DEVOTED
Nationwide processing staff ready to prepare
your movie and music products to your shelfready specifications

KNOWLEDGEABLE
Full-time staff of catalogers, backed by
their MLS degree and more than 43 years
of media cataloging expertise

800-775-2600 x2050
AVInfo@baker-taylor.com
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Spotlight Review
TVTV: Video
Revolutionaries
HHH1/2
Publisher/Editor: Randy Pitman
Associate Editor: Jazza Williams-Wood
Editorial Assistant: Christopher Pitman
Graphic Designer: Carol Kaufman
Marketing Director: Anne Williams
Contributing Writers
Sean Axmaker, Reviewer,
Seattle Times, Turner Classic Movies Online,
Parallax View
Kathleen C. Fennessy, Reviewer,
The Stranger
Susan Granger, SSG Syndicate
Donald Liebenson, Reviewer,
Entertainment Weekly, Amazon.com
Stephen Rees, Librarian, formerly with
Bucks Co. Free Library, Levittown, PA
Frank Swietek, Associate Professor
of History, University of Dallas, TX

Additional Contributors:
Sue-Ellen Beauregard
Charles Cassady
Phil Hall

(2018) 83 min. DVD:
$24.95. First Run
Features (avail. from
most distributors). Closed
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I n t he a n na ls of
guerrilla television,
t he 1970 s p io ne e r
counterculture outfit TVTV stands out for
their remarkable reinvention of TV’s norms
and practices. TVTV served as a bridge to
much of what we take for granted about
the medium now, including taking a camera someplace where one isn’t necessarily
wanted (political conventions, parties for
Washington’s elites). Filmmaker Paul
Goldsmith’s richly detailed documentary
features TVTV’s core members, as well as
a number of future movers and shakers:
unknowns Bill Murray, John Belushi, and
Harold Ramis; Barack Obama’s chief strategist, David Axelrod; and gonzo journalist
Hunter Thompson (who actually pops speed
during an on-camera interview). Founded
by a collective of dedicated if initially clueless idealists no older than 26, TVTV (which
stood for the cheekily-named Top Value
Television) found a huge asset in a relatively small, over-the-shoulder portable video
tape recorder and handheld camera. This
soon became an essential tool in TVTV’s
mission to record everything that network

Tom Keogh

TV was not showing in its news-gathering
(and later entertainment) coverage. Seeing
the ample archival footage here—including
scenes from the 1972 Republican National
Convention, a look at the widespread Guru
Maharaj Ji cult, an extensive interview with
fugitive Abbie Hoffman, and a failed pilot
for NBC—viewers will get a pretty good
idea of the group’s aesthetic evolution and
non-threatening approach to dealing with
authority. And the film also serves as a cautionary tale of how group cohesiveness can
be compromised, one disaffected member
at a time. An engaging film about a key
movement in media history, this is highly
recommended. Aud: C, P. (T. Keogh)
A relevant companion documentary to
TVTV: Video Revolutionaries, filmmakers
Jon Nealon and Jenny
Raskin’s Here Come the
Videofreex (VL-11/16)
tells the story of a pioneering collective of
video journalists who in the 1960s and
‘70s became the forerunners of public
access television (and submitted material to the TVTV station), using the first
handheld video cameras to report on
and observe the world.
Cover Photo: courtesy of First Run Features.
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Video Newsbriefs
The 41st National Media
Market to Convene in Austin,
TX, in October 2019
The 41st National Media Market (NMM)
and Conference will open on Sunday,
October 20, 2019 and run four days in
Austin, TX, at the Embassy Suites Austin
Central. The nonprofit boutique event is
dedicated to bringing together librarians
who collect and manage film with film
distributors, streaming platforms, and
other media companies for commerce and
sharing knowledge. “This will be the Market’s first time in Austin,” says NMM Chair
and Marketing Coordinator Jeff Tamblyn
“and everyone on our board of directors—
comprised of librarians and exhibitors—is
excited to make the trip. Austin’s position
as a hub for independent film makes this
a special opportunity for us.” The Market
serves librarians, educators, and other
attendees who license content and contract services and technology, providing
what most regard as a uniquely collegial
atmosphere. Whole-event passes to NMM
will sell for $349, and for $249 during the
early-bird registration period, and include
a welcome reception, buffet lunches, all
professional development sessions, every
conference social event, and access to
exhibitor suites. Further information and
a complete schedule of events will be
posted as it becomes available at nmm.
net. Interested potential exhibitors and
attendees are welcome to contact NMM
Chair Jeff Tamblyn at chair@nmm.net or
913-219-6533.

Ingmar Bergman’s “Shame,”
15-hour Fassbinder Epic
“Berlin Alexanderplatz,” and
Charles Burnett’s “To Sleep
with Anger” on Criterion
Collection’s February Slate
T he Cr iter ion
Collection’s February slate kicks off
Febr u a r y 5 w it h
Ingmar Bergman’s
1968 Shame (DVD:
$2 9.95 , B l u - r a y :
$39.95), an examination of the violent legacy of World
War II and a scathing response to the
escalation of the conflict in Vietnam,
starring Max von Sydow and Liv Ullmann
as musicians living in quiet retreat on a
remote island farm. Coming February 12
is the home video debut of Henri-Georges
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Clouzot’s Oscar-nominated 1960 courtroom thriller La verité (DVD: $29.95,
Blu-ray: $39.95), in which the troubled
Dominique Marceau (Brigitte Bardot)
comes to bohemian Paris to escape the
suffocation of provincial life, only to
wind up in a courtroom, accused of a
terrible crime: the murder of her lover
(Sami Frey). Also slated for February 12 is
Rainer Werner Fassbinder’s monumental
15-hour 1980 drama Berlin Alexanderplatz
(Blu-ray: 4 discs, $99.95), based on Alfred
Döblin’s great modernist novel, following the hulking, childlike ex-convict
Franz Biberkopf (Günter Lamprecht)
as he attempts to “become an honest
soul” amid the corrosive urban landscape of Weimar-era Germany. Arriving
February 19 is Luchino Visconti’s 1971
Death in Venice (DVD: 2 discs, $29.95;
Blu-ray: $39.95), the Italian master’s lush
adaptation of Thomas Mann’s novella
starring Dirk Bogarde in a devastating
performance as a fastidious composer
reeling from a disastrous concert who
becomes infatuated—even obsessed—
with a young boy. And on February 26,
Charles Burnett will join the Criterion
Collection with his 1970 masterpiece
To Sleep with Anger (DVD: $29.95, Bluray: $39.95), starring a magnetic Danny
Glover as an enigmatic Southern drifter
who arrives out of the blue on the South
Central Los Angeles doorstep of his old
friends and turns a seemingly peaceful
household upside down.

“The Weirdest Movie Ever
Made” Book by Video Librarian
Reviewer Phil Hall Available
Now from BearManor Media
BearManor Media has released The
Weirdest Movie Ever Made: The Patterson-Gimlin Bigfoot Film, a new book by
Video Librarian reviewer Phil Hall. Available for $24.95 for the hardcover edition
and $14.95 for the softcover, the book
explores the convoluted history following Roger Patterson and Bob Gimlin’s
October 1967 trip in which they emerged
from a forest in Northern California with
59 seconds of grainy, shaky, silent 16mm
fi lm that offered documentary evidence
of the existence of the Sasquatch, a
creature of Native American folklore. Although neither Patterson nor Gimlin had
any previous experience in fi lmmaking
or zoology, they presented their remarkable footage as the fi rst motion picture
evidence to confi rm the existence of the
elusive Bigfoot, although the debate over
the authenticity of the Patterson-Gimlin
fi lm continues to this day.
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New Releases from PBS
SUPER CATS

POETRY IN AMERICA

Stalking in the shadows, prowling
almost every continent, cats are
one of the world’s most diverse
and successful predators. Filmed
over 600 days in 14 countries
and featuring 31 species, this
groundbreaking miniseries
uncovers the secret lives of wild
cats and introduces behaviors
captured on ﬁlm for the ﬁrst
time, using the latest camera
technology and scientiﬁc
research.

Poetry in America gathers
distinguished interpreters from
all walks of life to explore and
debate twelve unforgettable
American poems. Athletes and
poets, politicians and musicians,
architects, scientists, actors,
entrepreneurs, and citizens of
all ages join host and Harvard
professor Elisa New to experience
and share the power of poetry
in this visually dazzling and
archivally rich series.

LETTERS FROM BAGHDAD

Traveling into a past that is eerily
current, this intimate look at the
history of Iraq is told in the words
of Gertrude Bell—sometimes
called the female “Lawrence of
Arabia.” Bell was an explorer, spy,
archaeologist, and diplomat who
helped shape the Middle East
after World War I in ways that
still reverberate today. Advisor
to Winston Churchill and critic of
colonial policies in Iraq, Bell was
considered the most powerful
woman in the British Empire.

FRANKIE DRAKE MYSTERIES
1921. The world is undergoing
massive changes. Jazz is on
the turntables as Communism
and Prohibition are being hotly
debated in speakeasies. Society
will never be the same—and
crime has never had it better.
A new age calls for a new kind
of detective, and the women of
Drake Private Detectives ﬁt the
bill, as they solve cases the police
can’t and other detective agencies
won’t.

JUST
FOR
KIDS!
| Find these and other educational DVDs at Teacher.Shop.PBS.org!
The PBS logo is a registered trademark of the Public Broadcasting Service and is used with permission.

Books Into Movies
The following films based on books are slated to open during January and February. Movie
release dates are subject to change.

Coming in January
Ashes in the Snow (Jan.
11) is based on Ruta Sepetys’s
2011 New York Times bestseller
Between Shades of Gray. Directed by Marius A. Markevicius,
the WWII-era Soviet comingof-age drama stars Bel Powley,
Jonah Hauer-King, and Martin Wallström.

conman Abdel Sellou.
A remake of the 2011
French adaptation, director Neil Burger’s film
stars Bryan Cranston,
Kevin Hart, and Nicole
Kidman.

Also slated for March
is the newly retitled
The Informer, based
o n t he 2 0 0 9 nove l
Three Seconds by Swedish crime-writing team
Roslund & Hellström.
Directed by Andrea Di
Stefano, the drama stars
Ana de Armas and Rosamund Pike.

Coming in February

A Dog’s Way Home (Jan.
11) is adapted from W. Bruce
Cameron’s 2017 novel. The
story of a dog who travels
hundreds of miles to reunite
with her owner, director
Charles Martin Smith’s family film stars Ashley Judd,
Edward James Olmos, and
features the voice of Bryce Dallas Howard.
The Upside (Jan. 11) is based on the 2001
memoir A Second Wind by wealthy quadriplegic
Philippe Pozzo di Borgo on his friendship with

The Rhythm Section (Feb. 22) is based
on Mark Burnell’s 1999
spy revenge novel. Directed by Reed Morano,
the action thriller stars
Blake Lively, Jude Law,
and Max Casella.

Looking Ahead

Also arriving in
March is Where’d You
Go, Bernadette?, director Richard Linklater’s
adaptation of the 2012
novel by Maria Semple.
The dramedy stars Cate
Blanchett, Billy Crudup,
and Kristin Wiig.

Coming in March is
Chaos Walking, based
on the first novel in
Patrick Ness’s YA sci-fi
series, 2008’s The Knife
of Never Letting Go. Directed by Doug Liman,
the film stars Tom Holland and Daisy Ridley.

Slated for April is a
new adaptation of Stephen King’s 1983 supernatural horror novel
Pet Semetary, directed
by Kevin Kölsch and
Dennis Widmyer, and
starring Jason Clarke
and Amy Seimetz.

NEW FROM CORINTH FILMS

This documentary follows the Rock Kidz Crew, a revolutionary street dance team that
forever changed the world of modern breakdancing. Among notable crew members
are Benny Kimoto, a legend in the industry, and Dergin Tokmak, a victim of childhood
polio who has overcome his handicap and leaned to dance on crutches.

Aspiring to be a famous bounty hunter, Cass Bunning (Richard Lapp) instead finds trouble
in Silver City and after a run-in with the notorious outlaw Jesse James (Audie Murphy)
meets an untimely end while facing the James Bandits in a final showdown. The "lost"
final feature directed by Budd Boetticher newly remastered in High Definition.

THE RISING SUN (AVAILABLE 2/5)
DVD only: $24.95 / PPR: $200 • DRL: $499 / PPR + DRL: $599
Documentary, Dance, German • UPC: 896137001382

A TIME FOR DYING (AVAILABLE 2/5)
DVD only: $24.95 / PPR: $200 • DRL: $499 / PPR + DRL: $599
Western, Classic • UPC: 896137001528

INDIVIDUAL TITLES AVAILABLE WITH PPR AND DRL. TO ORDER OR LEARN MORE,
contact Maxwell Wolkin maxwell@filmmovement.com • 212.941.7744 x211 • filmmovement.com/educational

FMad2_JanFeb_half.indd 1
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Mixed Media
Mixed Media features new release
information on upcoming video
games and TV series on DVD/Blu-ray,
as well as notable older titles that are
re-priced or new to DVD/Blu-ray.

Video Games
Note: Entertainment Software Ratings
Board (ESRB) ratings for video games are: E
(Everyone), E10+ (Everyone 10+), T (Teen),
M (Mature), and RP (Rating Pending).
Some titles are not rated until just prior to
release date.

January 6—January 12
Tales of Vesperia: Definitive Edition (Bandai Namco, PS4/Switch/
XOne: $49.99, Rated: T).
Celebrating its 10th anniversary, Tales of Vesperia
is one of the most beloved entries in the Tales
of third-person RPG series, presented here
with remastered HD graphics.

January 13—January 19
Ace Combat 7: Skies Unknown (Bandai Namco, PS4/XOne: $59.99, Rated: T).
Putting gamers in the cockpit of advanced
war planes, this latest entry in the popular
series delivers fierce air combat experience,
with intense dog-fighting action and an
immersive storyline.
Travis Strikes Again: No More Heroes
(Nintendo, Switch: $39.99, Rated: M). In
this third-person action sequel featuring
outrageous violence and twisted humor,
players once again maneuver Travis Touchdown through hack and slash combat as he
literally enters various game worlds.

January 20—January 26
Resident Evil 2 (Capcom, PS4/XOne: $59.99,
Rated: M). In this remake
of the classic third-person
survival-horror game,
players take on the roles
of rookie police officer
Leon Kennedy and college student Claire Redfield, who are
thrust together by a disastrous outbreak
in Raccoon City that has transformed its
population into deadly zombies.

January 27—February 2
Kingdom Hearts III (Square Enix,
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PS4/XOne: $59.99, Rated: E10+). Set in a vast
array of Disney and Pixar
worlds, this third-person
RPG follows the journey
of Sora, an unknowing
heir to a spectacular power who is joined by Donald Duck and Goofy to stop an evil force
known as the Heartless from invading and
overtaking the universe.

February 3—February 9
God Eater 3 (Bandai Namco, PS4:
$59.99, Rated: T). In this third-person
action-RPG, players fight for the survival
of humankind with weapons from a wide
range of God Arcs while facing brand
new Aragami foes in dynamic high-speed
battles.

February 10—February 16
Crackdow n 3 ( Microsof t, XOne:
$59.99, Rated: M). In this action-adventure game, the player is a super-powered
agent exploring a futuristic city in an
open-world setting, using powerful abilities to bring down a ruthless criminal
empire.
Dead or Alive 6 (Koei Tecmo, PS4/XOne:
$59.99, Rated: M). The latest iteration of this
popular fighting game features an all-new
break gauge system with a special attack
meter, along with fresh stages and classic
characters.
Dragons: Dawn of New Riders (Outright Games, PS4/Switch/XOne: $39.99,
Rated: E10+). A spin-off from the How to
Train Your Dragon movie franchise, players
take to the sky on the heroic dragon Patch
to defeat evil villains.
Far Cry: New Dawn
( U bi sof t, P S 4/XO ne:
$59.99, Rated: M). In
this direct sequel to the
first-person shooter Far
Cr y 5, players ret ur n
to a postapoca ly pt ic
Hope County, MT, 17
years after a global nuclear catastrophe
to lead the fight against Highwaymen
who seek to take over the last remaining
resources.

February 17—February 23
Anthem (Electronic Arts, PS4/XOne:
$59.99, Rated: RP). Featuring both a single-player campaign and multiplayer
action, this third-person action epic finds
players handcrafting high-tech, uniquely
powerful exosuits while exploring vast ruins, battling deadly enemies, and claiming
otherworldly artifacts.
Metro Exodus (Deep
Silver, PS4/XOne: $59.99,
Rated: M). In this latest
entry in the first-person
shooter Metro franchise,
players explore the Russian wilderness in the
role of Artyom, who is in
search of a new life in the East.

February 24—Mar. 2
Trials Rising (Ubisoft, PS4/Switch/
XOne: $39.99, Rated: RP). This latest entry in the over-the-top action and physics-bending motorcycle racing franchise
features all-new tracks.

TV on DVD/Blu-ray
Available Now
The 100: The Complete Fifth Season
(Warner, Blu-ray: 3 discs, $39.99). The 2018
fifth season of the post-apocalyptic sci-fi
series is newly available on high-definition
Blu-ray.
The Bold Type: Season Two (Universal,
DVD: 2 discs, $29.98). Workers at a women’s
magazine balance personal and career trials and triumphs in this 2018 sophomore
season of the Freeform series starring Katie
Stevens and Sam Page.
The Handmaid’s Tale:
Season Two (Fox, 4 discs,
DVD: $29.98; Blu-ray:
$39.99). Based on Margaret Atwood’s dystopian
novel, this 2018 second
season of the Emmy and
Golden Globe award-winning drama stars Elisabeth Moss, Joseph
Fiennes, and Yvonne Strahovski.

Jump Force (Bandai Namco, PS4/XOne:
$59.99, Rated: T). This fighting game features famous manga heroes—including
Goku, Monkey D. Luffy, and Naruto—who
must unite to fight a dangerous threat to
humankind.

The Last Kingdom: Season Three
(Universal, DVD: 4 discs, $39.98; Bluray: 4 discs, $44.98). Based on Bernard
Cornwell’s The Saxon Stories, this 2018
third season of the historical fiction
series marks the show’s move from the
BBC to Netflix.
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Out Now from
“PLAYFUL!”

“MESMERIZING!”

“STUNNING!”

THE OWL’S LEGACY • A 13-part series by Chris Marker
1989 • 13 x 26’ (on 2 DVDs) • Color • Not Rated
in French, Greek and English w/English subtitles
UPC # 8-54565-00253-1 • SRP: $34.98

WINTER BROTHERS • A flm by Hlynur Pálmason
From KimStim Films • An Icarus Films Release
2017 / 94 mins / Denmark, Iceland • in Danish with English Subtitles
UPC # 6-98452-21393-4 • SRP: $29.95

PLANETARY • A flm by Guy Reid
From Bullfrog Films • An Icarus Films Release
2015 • 84 min • Color • SDH Captioned • Not Rated
UPC # 1-94154-56102-6 • SRP: $24.98

AVAILABLE NOW!

AVAILABLE NOW!

“RECOMMENDED!”

“RIVETING!”

“ASTOUNDING!”

SYMBIOTIC EARTH • A flm by John Feldman
From Bullfrog Films • An Icarus Films Release
2018 • 147 min • Color • SDH Captioned • Not Rated • Spanish subtitle option
UPC # 1-94874-50032-9 • SRP: $24.98

HIPPOCRATES: DIARY OF A FRENCH DOCTOR • A flm by Thomas Lilti
From Distrib Films • An Icarus Films Release
2014 • 101 min • Color • in French w/English subtitles • Not Rated
UPC # 8-54565-00258-6 • SRP: $26.98

THE WIDOWED WITCH • A flm by Cai Chengjie
From dGenerate Films • An Icarus Films Release
2017 • 120 min • Color • in Mandarin w/English subtitles • Not Rated
UPC # 8-54565-00255-5 • SRP: $29.98

AVAILABLE 1/8

AVAILABLE 1/15

AVAILABLE 1/22

—NEW YORK TIMES

—LOS ANGELES TIMES

—VARIETY

2-DISC
SET!

AVAILABLE NOW!

—EDUCATIONAL MEDIA REVIEWS ONLINE

—BOSTON HERALD

—VCINEMA

EXCLUSIVELY DISTRIBUTED BY

http://HomeVideo.IcarusFilms.com
HomeVideo@IcarusFilms.com • (800) 876-1710

Picnic at Hanging Rock
(Acorn, DVD or Blu-ray:
2 discs, $39.99). Based on
Joan Lindsay’s 1967 Australian novel, this mystery
series centering on a small
group of students from an
all-female college stars Natalie Dormer, Lily Sullivan, and Harrison
Gilbertson.

lane) protecting the Hullen heir from the
mysterious and dangerous nemesis known
as the Lady.

January 29

January 8

American Vandal: Season One (Paramount, DVD: 2 discs, $29.98). A class clown
(Jimmy Tatro) who draws penis graffiti is
profiled in this 2017 Netflix-produced mockumentary “true crime” spoof series that
also stars Griffin Gluck and Tyler Alvarez.

Castle Rock: The Complete First Season (Warner, DVD: 3 discs, $24.98; Blu-ray:
2 discs, $29.98). From the stories and settings of horror master Stephen King, this
2018 debut season of the Hulu anthology
series stars André Holland, Melanie Lynskey, Bill Skarsgård, and Sissy Spacek.

Ballers: The Complete Fourth Season
(HBO, DVD: $24.98, Blu-ray: $49.99).
Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson is back as an
erstwhile football pro who now plays on
the business end in this 2018 fourth season
of the sports comedy series, featuring guest
stars including Russell Brand.

Frankie Drake Mysteries: The Complete First Season (PBS, DVD: 3 discs,
$49.99). This 2017-18 first season of the
1920s-set Toronto private detective series
follows female partners Frankie Drake
(Lauren Lee Smith) and Trudy Clarke
(Chantel Riley).

D o c to r W ho: T he
Complete Eleventh Series (BBC, DVD: 3 discs,
$59.99; Blu-ray: 3 discs,
$64.99). Jodie Whittaker
stars as the Thirteenth
Doctor in this 2018 11th
series of the contemporary incarnation of the
cult popular sci-fi time travel series.

The Purge: Season One (Universal,
DVD: 2 discs, $39.98; Blu-ray: 2 discs,
$44.98). Based on the chilling horror franchise about a 12-hour time-frame in which
crimes are allowed to go unpunished, this
USA Network-aired spin-off stars Gabriel
Chavarria, Lili Simmons, and Lee Tergesen.

January 15
The Doctor Blake Mysteries: Season Five (BBC,
DVD: 3 discs, $39.99). Doctor Lucien Blake (Craig McLachlan) and more-than-ahousekeeper Jean Beazley
(Nadine Garner) look to
their romantic future but
also solve mysteries in this 2017 fifth season of the Australian drama series.

January 22
Fuller House: The Complete Third
Season (Warner, DVD: 2 discs, $24.98).
This 2017 third season of the re-boot of
the 1987-95 family-themed sitcom stars
Candace Cameron-Bure, Jodie Sweetin, and
Andrea Barber.
Killjoys: Season Four (Universal, DVD:
2 discs, $39.98; Blu-ray: 2 discs, $44.98).
Co-produced by Syfy, this 2018 fourth
season of the Canadian sci-fi drama finds
the Killjoys bounty hunters (Hannah JohnKamen, Aaron Ashmore, and Luke Macfar-
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The Game: The Complete Series (Paramount, DVD: 20 discs, $64.99). Focusing
on the relationships of pro football players
and their significant others, this 2006-15
series—which was cancelled by UPN in season three and revived on the BET network
for the last six seasons—is newly available
in a complete series set.
Humans 3.0 (Acorn, DVD: 3 discs,
$39.99; Blu-ray: 2 discs, $39.99). Set a year
after the synthetic robots started to become
conscious, this 2018 third season of the
British-American sci-fi series—aired stateside on AMC—stars Gemma Chan, Colin
Morgan, and Ivanno Jeremiah.
Jamestown: The Complete Seasons 1 & 2 (PBS,
DVD: 4 discs, $49.99).
Compiling the 2017-18
first two seasons of the
Sky One British drama,
this series set in early
17th-century Virginia
chronicles the rivalries
and romances of colonists and Native
Americans and stars Sophie Rundle, Jason
Flemyng, Niamh Walsh, and Gwilym Lee.
Kidding: Season One (Paramount,
DVD: 2 discs, $29.98). Jim Carrey stars as
a kids’ TV star who has trouble balancing

10

work problems and his personal life in
this 2018 first season of the HBO dramedy
series, also featuring Frank Langella, Judy
Greer, and Catherine Keener.

February 5
800 Words: Season 3, Part 2 (Acorn,
DVD: 2 discs, $49.99). Life in a seaside
New Zealand small town is never dull in
this second compilation from the 2017-18
third and final season of the dramedy series
starring Erik Thomson and Melina Vidler.
The Deuce: The Complete Second Season
( H BO, DV D: 3 d isc s,
$49.99; Blu-ray: 3 discs,
$59.99). Stars James Franco, Maggie Gyllenhaal,
and Gbenga Akinnagbe are back in this 2018
sophomore season of HBO’s 1970s-set porn
underworld series.
Gunsmoke: The Fourteenth Season,
Volume 1 (Paramount, DVD: 4 discs,
$45.98). This first volume from the 1968-69
14th season of the beloved Western series
stars James Arness, Ken Curtis, Milburn
Stone, Amanda Blake, and Buck Taylor. Also
newly available at the same price is Gunsmoke: The Fourteenth Season, Volume 2.

February 12
Ackley Bridge: Series
2 (Acorn, DVD: 3 discs,
$59.99). This 2018 second
series from the Channel
4 drama chronicling the
ups and downs of a multicultural academy school
stars Amy-Leigh Hickman
and Poppy Lee Friar.
Bang: Series 1 (Acorn, DVD: 3 discs,
$49.99). Jacob Ifan, Catrin Stewart, and
Gareth Jewell star in this 2017 first season
of the bilingual Welsh and English crime
drama series.
Nightflyers: Season One (Universal,
DVD: 2 discs, $39.98; Blu-ray: 2 discs,
$44.98). Based on the novella collection
by George R.R. Martin, this 2018 Syfy-aired
space drama series’ debut season stars Eoin
Macken and David Ajala.

Looking Ahead
Slated for March are the debut seasons
of Krypton and Shakespeare & Hathaway,
as well as another season of Doctor Who
showcasing Tom Baker.
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Harriet Tubman:

Torchlighters:

They Called Her Moses

The Harriet Tubman Story

Harriet Tubman is a familiar and revered name in American
history. But many are unfamiliar with the details of her
remarkable story, the depth of her character, and the inner
motivations that drove her. Discover the real Harriet Tubman in
this compelling documentary narrated by actress Alfrelynn
Roberts. It features expert interviews with leading scholars and
includes early 20th century audio recordings of African-American
spirituals sung by former slaves. Documentary, 55 minutes.
#501822D, $14.99, UPC 7 27985 01822 5

For centuries slavery reigned in parts of America, forcing an
entire people into a lifetime of suffering and servitude. Living
under the thumb of this oppressive system, young Harriet
Tubman prayed that she and her family would be set free. Little
did she know that she would help rescue not only her own
family, but hundreds of other enslaved African-Americans as
well. Discover how Harriet persevered despite seemingly
insurmountable obstacles in this latest Torchlighters episode.
Recommended for ages 8-12. Animated, 30 minutes.
#501761D, $14.99, UPC 7 27985 01761 7

To the Ends of the Earth

Tortured for Christ

Romero Collector’s Edition

More than any other human being, the
Apostle Paul was responsible for bringing
Christianity to the western world. This drama
focuses on Paul’s remarkable visit to the
Greek city of Philipi. It is believed that it was
in Philipi that Paul first preached the gospel
on European soil. The film depicts the
contrast between pagan culture and Paul’s
new Christian teaching and recounts how he
formed a small band of followers in the city
that would soon become an established
church. Drama, 45 minutes.

Vision Video and The Voice of the Martyrs
present the inspiring new film Tortured for
Christ, a cinematic retelling of the life of VOM
founder Pastor Richard Wurmbrand as
written in his international bestseller Tortured
for Christ. Pastor Wurmbrand suffered 14
years of imprisonment and brutal torture in a
communist prison, while his wife, Sabina, was
treated as a slave in a labor camp. This
powerfully inspiring and historically
significant movie was filmed entirely on
location in Romania. Drama, 77 minutes.

In honor of the recent canonization of St.
Oscar Romero, the critically acclaimed 1989
film Romero has been remastered for this
special collector’s edition. The film chronicles
Romero’s transformation of an apolitical,
complacent priest to a committed leader who
began a non-violent revolution in his native
El Salvador during that country’s civil war
(1979-1992). Starring Golden Globe winners
Raul Julia (Kiss of The Spider Woman) and
Richard Jordan (The Hunt For Red October).
Rated PG-13. Drama, 104 minutes.

#501827D, $12.99, UPC 7 27985 01827 0

#501814D, $14.99, UPC 7 27985 01814 0

#501832D, $19.99, UPC 7 27985 01832 4

Vision Video
PO Box 540
Worcester, PA 19490
1-800-523-0226 • 610-584-3500
Fax: 610-584-6643
E-mail: info@visionvideo.com
Web: www.VisionVideo.com

OUR UNCONDITIONAL GUARANTEE:
If, for any reason, a product does not meet your expectations,
return it to us, and we will exchange it or give you a refund.
All DVDs are guaranteed against any defects. Available from
Baker and Taylor, Midwest Tape, or directly from Vision Video.

Video Movies
This section features reviews of current and
classic studio, independent, and foreign feature
films. Each review includes pricing information,
as well as running time, rating, subtitling information, and street dates for yet-to-be-released
titles. Most titles reviewed here are widely
available through most distributors.

HHHH= Excellent
HHH= Good
HH= Fair
H= Poor

Current Films
The 12th Man HHH

Shout! Factory, 136 min., not
rated, DVD: $16.99, Blu-ray:
$22.99

After a less-than-distinguished hiatus in Hollywood, director Harald Zwart
returned to Norway in 2016
to make this wartime adventure based on the
incredible tale of Jan Baalsrud, a Norwegian
commando whose team of a dozen men was
sent into his homeland in 1943 to destroy
airfields being used by occupying German
forces. The only one to escape when his comrades were captured, tortured, and executed
by the Nazis, the injured Baalsrud spent two
months traversing the frozen landscape to
reach the Swedish border, constantly pursued
by fanatical Sturmbannführer Kurt Stage.
Thomas Gullestad, his face contorted with
pain, evokes Baalsrud’s determination with
harrowing authenticity, and Jonathan Rhys
Meyers exudes evil as the equally determined
Stage. While this is primarily the story of
Baalsrud’s courage, The 12th Man does not
overlook the bravery of those who helped
Baalsrud during his journey—most notably
siblings Marius (Mads Sjøgård Pettersen) and
Gudrun (Marie Blokhus). Shot in somber hues
in what appears to be a genuinely forbidding environment, the film’s heroics might
sometimes seem over-the-top, but a cheeky
opening title observes that the most incredible events depicted here actually occurred.
Recommended. (F. Swietek)

A.X.L. H1/2

Global Road, 98 min., PG,
DVD: $36.99, Blu-ray/DVD
Combo: $44.99, Jan. 1

Filmmaker Oliver Daly’s
boy-and-his-dog film might
better be called a youngjerk-and-his-robot-killerdog movie. Miles (Alex Neustaedter), a teen
who is into motocross racing and little else,
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is left stranded in the desert by Sam (Alex
MacNicoll), a rich kid rival pretending to
be his friend. Here Miles encounters A.X.L.,
which has escaped the lab of Andric (Dominic
Rains), a mad scientist who is creating a metal
canine as a next-generation “war dog” for the
Defense Department (the acronym stands
for Attack, eXploration, and Logistics). The
boy fixes up the injured robot and, as with
Androcles and the lion, the pair become
fast friends. Sara (Becky G), the daughter of
Sam’s housekeeper, joins the duo and all are
threatened by Sam and his gang of goons,
as well as Andric, who employs an army of
jack-booted mercenaries and a bevy of drones
to find and retrieve his would-be weapon.
Although aimed at kids, A.X.L. is much too
dark and nasty to be appealing as family
fare, and while it offers hints of a sequel, that
is unlikely to happen. Not recommended.
(F. Swietek)

Angels Wear White
HHH

KimStim, 107 min., in Chinese
w/English subtitles, not rated,
DVD: $29.99

A complex and ambitious
crime thriller set in a seaside
resort town in southeast
China, writer-director Vivian Qu’s Angels
Wear White tackles the subjects of male privilege and impunity, especially regarding the
abuse of females. Resourceful teenager Mia
(Vicky Chen)—a runaway of unknown age
and background, without legal identification—is working at a motel when she checks
in a man accompanying two elementary
schoolgirls. Security camera footage implicates the man in the possible rape of the girls.
A police investigation ensues, but the suspect
is a high-ranking official, which creates all
sorts of obstacles. Mia, whose sole focus is
on survival, finds herself in the middle of
the fallout, while also being pressured by
a lunkhead pimp to become a prostitute.
Meanwhile, one of the young victims, Wen
(Zhou Meijun), is under siege from unwanted
attention, gynecological examinations, and
a crazed mother who berates and hits her
for having been sexually assaulted. The lone
heroic figure here is a woman lawyer (Shi Ke)
who offers compassion and advocacy to both
Wen and Mia. The contrast here between
options for girls and women, and those for
men, could not be more stark: the latter instinctively circle the wagons while the former
are on their own. A powerful, timely film, this
is recommended. (T. Keogh)

BuyBust HH1/2

Well Go USA, 127 min., in Filipino w/English
subtitles, not rated, DVD: $24.99, Blu-ray/DVD
Combo: $29.99

A two-hour burst of kinetic violence is leavened with a sprinkle of political commentary
in Filipino director Erik Matti’s brutal but
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viscerally exciting crime
drama, in which a battalion of Manila police are
trapped in a maze-like slum
after a raid against a drug
gang goes terribly wrong.
The assault, planned from
information provided by
a tortured informant, is the first that Nina
(Anne Curtis), sole survivor of an earlier
disastrous mission, is undertaking with her
new drug-enforcement squad. The object is to
take down boss Biggie Chen (Arjo Atayde) and
his mob, but—unfortunately—Chen’s cruel
lieutenant Chongki (Levi Ignacio) perceives
the danger and orders a full counterattack. A
pulse-pounding melee ensues, during which
the cops are systematically wiped out until
only Nina and beefy Rico (Brandon Vera)
are left fighting, and in the end Nina will
have to face off alone against Chen, who
administers a savage beating while taunting
her with claims that the police force itself is
riddled with corruption. All of this is fairly
familiar territory, but Matti adds a twist in
the hostility of the locals to the cops, who
are considered no less dangerous than the
hoodlums—an obvious allusion to the
take-no-prisoners approach that the regime
of Rodrigo Duterte has adopted towards
small-time pushers in the Philippines. BuyBust works as a simple explosion of bloody,
gun-fueled action in the mold of the Indonesian Raid movies, but the contemporary
political subtext gives it additional punch. A
strong optional purchase. (F. Swietek)

The Captain HHH

Music Box, 120 min., in
German w/English subtitles,
not rated, DVD: $29.99, Bluray: $34.99

Filmmaker Robert
Schwentke’s darkly satirical
and audacious film set on
Germany’s western front in the final weeks
of World War II begins with Willi Herold
(Max Hubacher), a young private gone AWOL,
pursued by his erstwhile Nazi comrades.
Willi comes upon an abandoned car with a
captain’s uniform inside that he dons. Before
long others begin to treat Willi as an officer,
and he pretends that Hitler has entrusted him
with a wide-ranging mission to investigate
the situation behind the lines and deal with
any problems. Willi recruits an impromptu
squad of underlings and bluffs his way into
an internment camp for German deserters,
where he turns into a sadist, ordering the
summary execution of prisoners. And his
bloodlust continues even after the camp is
bombed, as he and his men go to a nearby
town and harass the locals. Based on a true
story, The Captain deliberately reveals nothing of Herold’s past; he is presented simply
as a fresh-faced blank slate transformed by a
Nazi uniform that turns him into a monster
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United Kingdom’s Official Foreign Language
Oscar Submission. When young orphan Shula
is accused of witchcraft, she is exiled to a witch
camp run by Mr. Banda, a corrupt and inept
government official.
I AM NOT A WITCH (AVAILABLE 1/22)
African studies, Women’s studies
DVD ONLY: $24.95 / PPR: $200
DRL: $499 / PPR + DRL: $599
UPC: 859686006796

Based on the acclaimed play by Martin
Sherman. After being exposed as a homosexual,
Max (Clive Owen) is sent to Dachau
concentration camp where he finds salvation in
the strength of a fellow prisoner.
BENT*
Film studies, History, LGBT studies
DVD only: $24.95 / PPR: $200
DRL: $499 / PPR + DRL: $599
UPC: 859686006994
*ALSO AVAILABLE ON BLU-RAY™

Viewed through the eyes of Puerto Rico-born fashion
illustrator Antonio Lopez, this vibrant time capsule of
1970s haute couture presents a vivid portrait of one
of the most influential icons of the era.
ANTONIO LOPEZ 1970: SEX FASHION & DISCO
(AVAILABLE 2/12)
Fashion, Illustration, Latinx studies, LGBT studies
DVD ONLY: $24.95 / PPR: $200
DRL: $499 / PPR + DRL: $599
UPC: 859686006673

Exploring Frantz Fanon’s long and tortuous inner
journey, this innovative film biography weaves
together documentary footage with readings from his
works and dramatizations of key moments in his life.
FRANTZ FANON: BLACK SKIN, WHITE MASK*
(AVAILABLE 2/19)
Black studies, Critical theory, Film studies, History, Philosophy
DVD only: $24.95 / PPR: $200
DRL: $499 / PPR + DRL: $599
UPC: 850003924014
*ALSO AVAILABLE ON BLU-RAY™

Award-Winning Cinema Since 2002

One of the contemporary art world’s most
acclaimed performance artists is the subject of
this smart, sassy documentary that showcases
her spectacle-rich approach to gender, racial
identity and sexuality.
NARCISSISTER ORGAN PLAYER (AVAILABLE 2/12)
Black studies, Gender studies, Performance Art, Sexuality
DVD ONLY: $24.95 / PPR: $200
DRL: $499 / PPR + DRL: $599
UPC: 850003924007

Ever wonder where your missing socks go? The
Oddsockeaters eat them! When Oddsockeater
Hugo heads out into the big world, he learns
valuable lessons about family, love and loyalty.
Based on the international bestselling books.
ODDSOCKEATERS
Children’s, Animated
DVD only: $24.95 / PPR: $200
DRL: $499 / PPR + DRL: $599
UPC: 859686006628

INDIVIDUAL TITLES AVAILABLE WITH PPR AND DRL. TO ORDER OR LEARN MORE,
contact Maxwell Wolkin maxwell@filmmovement.com • 212.941.7744 x211 • filmmovement.com/educational

and compels others to obey him. Schwentke
brings that idea into the present day in a
postscript showing Hubacher and his fellow actors, dressed in Nazi garb, accosting
present-day Germans in the street. While
that coda feels awkward, the film overall
trenchantly reaffirms the notion of collective
German guilt for the horrors of the Nazi era.
Recommended. (F. Swietek)

The Children Act
HHH1/2

Lionsgate, 106 min., R, DVD:
$19.99

The legal protection of
minors is at the center of
Richard Eyre’s thought-provoking British drama, adapted by Ian McEwan from his own 2014 novel.
Emma Thompson stars as Fiona Maye, a
judge called on to oversee cases stemming
from the 1989 Children Act, which specifies
that a court will decide matters pertaining to
the well-being of individuals under the age
of 17, overriding even parental preferences.
She is assigned the case of Adam (Fionn
Whitehead), a 17-year-old whose leukemia,
according to doctors, will kill him without a
blood transfusion. Adam and his parents are
Jehovah’s Witnesses, and their faith forbids
transfusion since a person’s blood is thought
to be the carrier of the soul. Fiona considers
their objections, and then takes the unusual
step of visiting the patient in the hospital.
After she decides to order the transfusion,
the recovered Adam becomes fixated with
her, a benign stalker despite her insistence
that he should understand that the case is
closed and get on with his life. The overall
tension is increased because the childless
Fiona is simultaneously facing the collapse
of her marriage with her husband (Stanley
Tucci). The Children Act is an engrossing film
right up through its wrenching conclusion,
particularly due to Thompson’s wonderfully
shaded performance—easily her best work
in years—and an equally nuanced turn by
Whitehead. Highly recommended. (F. Swietek)

Colette HHH

Universal, 112 min., R, DVD:
$29.98, Blu-ray/DVD Combo:
$34.98

At the end of the 19th
century, the French novelist Colette was a literary
sensation who scandalized
belle époque Paris by having affairs with men
and women. Her story begins in 1892, when
impish 16-year-old Sidonie-Gabrielle Colette
(Keira Knightley) lives in the Burgundy
countryside with her parents (Fiona Shaw,
Robert Pugh). When she’s courted by witty
Henry Gauthier-Villars (Dominic West)—aka
the prolific writer “Willy”—the match is
considered a coup since her family cannot
provide her with a proper dowry. Arriving in
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Parisian society as Willy’s wife, Colette discovers that he is actually just the front-man
for the Willy brand, shamelessly employing
several ghostwriters to churn out books under
his pen name. In addition, he’s a gambler,
spendthrift, and unapologetic roué. When
Willy needs fresh material, he locks Colette
in a room, demanding that she chronicle a
roman á clef about a teenage lesbian romance.
(Somewhat disconcertingly, Colette speaks in
English but writes in French.) While pliant
Colette functions as chauvinistic Willy’s literary slave, her social life flourishes, particularly
after she flirts with Georgie Raoul-Duval
(Eleanor Tomlinson), a mischievous Louisiana heiress who simultaneously embarks on
a liaison with Willy. And that frees Colette
to become tabloid sensation “Claudine,”
pursuing a brazenly erotic relationship with
cross-dressing Mathilde de Morny (Denise
Gough). Directed by Wash Westmoreland,
this is a sensuously subversive portrait of the
rebellious author who penned over 80 books,
including Gigi and Cheri. Recommended.
(S. Granger)

Custody HHH

Kino Lorber, 93 min., in French
w/English subtitles, not rated,
DVD: $29.99, Blu-ray: $34.99

In some respects, Custody
feels like a throwback to
1970s thrillers that seemed
to spend two-thirds of their
running time setting up their pre-ADHD
audiences for a climactic burst of action at
the end. Director Xavier Legrand’s debut
feature film definitely has that same ticking
timebomb feel to it as it tells its bleak story
in stark documentary style, centering on the
domestic tug-of-war between Miriam Besson
(Léa Drucker) and her ex-husband Antoine
(Denis Ménochet) for their 11-year-old child
Julien (Thomas Gioria). Viewers learn early on
that Antoine has been accused of some sort of
spousal battery, but this is left ambiguous as
Legrand lets the audience discover Antoine’s
true nature for themselves. Antoine is adept
at playing the victim while also being the
victimizer, and he uses his allotted time with
his son as a way of attempting to insinuate
himself back into Miriam’s life and re-assert
his role as dominating patriarch. Antoine is
a complex ball of fleeting emotions, while
Miriam maintains a calm head and never
yields to her ex’s pleas for sympathy. But once
Antoine finally boils over, Custody suddenly
morphs into a bona fide horror film that
makes Halloween look like a house party.
Recommended. (M. Sandlin)

Dust 2 Glory HHH1/2

Magnolia, 98 min., not rated, DVD: $26.99, Bluray: $29.99

Dana Brown, the sports documentary
filmmaker nonpareil—and son of Bruce
Brown, who directed legendary docs on
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surfing (The Endless Summer)
and racing (On Any Sunday)
a generation ago—adds to
his own solid filmography
(Step Into Liquid) with this
sequel to his 2005 Dust to
Glory. With the outlandish
setting resembling that of
an epic action feature—think Mad Max: Fury
Road—the film chronicles the Baja 1000, an
extreme annual off-road race founded in 1967
that takes place on a truly hazardous course
on the Baja California Peninsula, and is open
to all kinds of souped-up cars, trucks, motorcycles, ATVs, and buggies. Brown gives the
audience a sense of being omnipresent over
a vast stretch of Northwest Mexico, somehow
catching footage of vehicles flipping over and
other disasters as they happen. But he doesn’t
just compile racing footage for armchair
competitors; he also immerses viewers in a
specific, half-century-old racing culture with
its own rituals, sights, sounds, deep emotions,
community, and traditions. From amputee
veterans to off-the-clock businessmen to
married couples to professional racers, the
Baja 1000 features a wealth of stories and
interesting characters. Highly recommended.
(T. Keogh)

Egon Schiele: Death and
the Maiden HH1/2
Film Movement, 110 min., in
German w/English subtitles,
not rated, DVD: $24.95

Dieter Berner’s 2017 biography is subtitled after one
of the best-known paintings
by Egon Schiele (1890-1918), the Austrian artist who, under the influence of Gustav Klimt,
developed a very personal expressionist style
in which figures, often nude and emaciated,
are depicted in awkward, painful poses.
Criticized for the explicit nature of his work,
as well as an unconventional lifestyle and a
predilection for using young girls as models
(all of which contributed to his arrest and the
destruction of some of his canvases), Schiele
died, along with his wife, in the Spanish flu
epidemic that followed World War I. Schiele
was an unusual figure, but Berner’s film
treatment starring Noah Saavedra in the
title role is extremely conventional, referring
back elliptically to the madness of Schiele’s
father but emphasizing the artist’s extreme
closeness to his sister Gerti (Maresi Riegner),
whose nursing of her ill brother in 1918
begins the narrative. Flashbacks start with
1910, when Schiele chose black dancer Moa
(Larissa Breidbach) as a model, followed by
1911, as Schiele took up with Klimt’s model
Wally Neuzil (Valerie Pachner), who became
devoted to him. When Schiele got engaged
to young, wealthy Edith Harms (Marie Jung)
in 1915, the desolate Wally left (Death and the
Maiden is his final portrait of her). The story
then proceeds through Schiele’s marital years
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Best Sellers & New Releases from

New releases from

ITZHAK

MAKALA

WHAT WILL PEOPLE SAY

A PARIS EDUCATION

STUDIO 54

IRANIAN CINEMA: BEFORE AND
AFTER THE REVOLUTION

DVD SRP: $29.95 • UPC: 738329235277

DVD SRP: $29.95 • UPC: 738329235819
BLU SRP: $34.95 • UPC: 738329235826

DVD SRP: $29.95 • UPC: 738329234423

DVD SRP: $29.95 • UPC: 738329236151
BLU SRP: $34.95 • UPC: 738329236168

DVD SRP: $29.95 • UPC: 738329234409

DVD SRP: $34.95• UPC: 738329234430

Kino Lorber is proud to offer three films from Video Librarian’s Best Documentaries of 2018 List

THE FORCE

DVD SRP: $29.95• UPC: 738329227340

HAROLD AND LILLIAN:
A HOLLYWOOD LOVE STORY

DVD SRP: $29.95 • UPC: 738329225483
BLU SRP: $34.95 • UPC: 738329225490

RESTLESS CREATURE:
WENDY WHELAN

DVD SRP: $29.95 • UPC: 738329225681

For information on educational screening rights, please email edu@kinolorber.com.

and army service before returning to 1918.
Although handsomely mounted, Egon Schiele
feels more like an illustrated encyclopedia
entry than a searing drama, and it never fully
captures the unique nature of its subject’s
artistic vision. It does, however, serve as a
capable introduction to the painter’s life. A
strong optional purchase. (F. Swietek)

Fahrenheit 11/9 HHH
Briarcliff, 128 min., R, DVD:
$22.99, Blu-ray: $29.99

Documentarian Michael
Moore has been called a
muckraker, prankster, and
populist prophet for his
political propaganda films
(Roger & Me, Bowling for Columbine, Fahrenheit
9/11, Where to Invade Next) that are designed
to elicit an emotional response. The title here
references the date on which Donald Trump
became 45th President of the United States.
How did a reality TV host become Commander-in-Chief? Moore whimsically asserts that
Trump was so irked that NBC paid Gwen
Stefani more for The Voice than he received
for The Apprentice that he staged a “fake” press
conference that inadvertently launched his
Presidential campaign. “We helped create a
situation that has allowed us to end up with
Trump,” Moore says. “The dumbing down
of our society through the media, the lack
of education through poor schools, allows
for a dumbed-down electorate, and for him
to actually get 63 million votes.” Being a
provocateur, Moore further details Trump’s
obsession with Russia’s Vladimir Putin,
compares Trump’s ascension with Hitler’s
fascism in Germany, and chronicles Trump’s
smarmy infatuation with his daughter Ivanka. Also covered is the lead pollution of Flint,
Michigan’s water supply and inherent governmental corruption, skewering not only Gov.
Rick Snyder but also then-President Barack
Obama (who made a show of sipping the local
water), along with Hillary Clinton, Nancy
Pelosi, Chuck Schumer, and the rest of the entrenched Democratic establishment. Moore
lauds insurgent politicians like Michigan’s
Rashida Tlaib and New York’s Alexandria
Ocasio-Cortez before turning his cameras
on teenage David Hogg and Emma Gonzalez, survivors-turned-activists from Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland,
FL. Although somewhat scattershot agitprop,
this is still recommended. (S. Granger)

Getting Grace HHH
Random, 112 min., PG-13,
DVD: $14.99

Independent films about
terminal cancer are often
just as downbeat as their
big-budget cousins, but
Getting Grace is a surprisingly breezy affair. Actor-turned-director Daniel Roebeck intro-
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duces teenage Grace (Madelyn Dundon)
after she’s undergone chemotherapy. She
knows she isn’t going to get better, and
she’s made her peace with it. In the opening
sequence, Grace wears a wig, but after her
latest trip to the doctor, she tosses it out the
window, deciding that there’s no reason to
hide her condition any more. She follows up
by meeting with Bill (Roebuck), a humorless
funeral home director, to find out how he
would handle her arrangements. Little does
he know that she also intends to set him up
with her single mother, Venus (Marsha Dietlein Bennett). Grace’s wisecracks flummox
Bill, but she hits it off with Mary (Diane
Wagner), Bill’s sister, who helps manage the
mortuary. She also meets with Ron (Dana
Ashbrook), who writes books about spiritual
phenomena, to see what sort of wisdom he
can impart. Although some of the kids in her
cancer ward have a better chance at a successful outcome, they also warm to Bill and
Mary. A family-friendly film about terminal
cancer surely sounds like a recipe for disaster,
but Roebuck strikes the right Capra-esque
tone to keep morbidity and schmaltz at bay.
Recommended. (K. Fennessy)

Good Favour HH1/2

Breaking Glass, 101 min., not
rated, DVD: $24.99

Many mysteries but precious few answers are found
in Irish writer-director Rebecca Daly’s moody but
slow and enigmatic Good
Favour, which is set in a rustic fundamentalist Christian community. A
boy named Tom (Vincent Romeo) stumbles
into the isolated village, exhausted and injured, from the surrounding forest. Tom is
an opaque figure, saying little as he stares at
the locals with dark, sunken eyes and a perpetually stricken expression. The sect’s leader
insists that all should welcome him, and most
do, especially the children, who flock around
Tom. But the man charged with taking Tom
in as a guest is suspicious, although his wife
and daughter—who nurse the boy back to
health—are far more accommodating. Still,
there is lingering doubt over whether Tom’s
appearance bodes well or ill as the community is haunted by the disappearance of a boy
in the forest, and Tom might be involved.
On the other hand, Tom has a wound that
does not heal—like the stigmata—and seems
himself to possess healing powers, so he
might be heaven-sent, which explains why he
assumes an increasing leadership role. Good
Favour raises numerous intriguing possibilities but is ultimately content to leave them
hanging, successfully evoking the hothouse
atmosphere of a closed religious community
but also suffering from studied ambiguity
and funereal pacing that makes for a viewing
experience more frustrating than enlightening. A strong optional purchase. (F. Swietek)
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Good Manners HH1/2

Icarus, 135 min., in Portuguese
w/English subtitles, not rated,
DVD: $26.99

Vampires and zombies
have enjoyed renewed popularity in movies and TV in
recent years, but werewolves
have not been shown as
much love. Brazilian writer-directors Juliana
Rojas and Marco Dutra aim to rectify that
oversight—at least to some degree—with
this intriguing if also overlong and artsy
genre film. The first hour focuses on the relationship between Ana (Marjorie Estiano), a
well-to-do pregnant woman living alone in a
plush São Paulo apartment, and Clara (Isabél
Zuaa), the impoverished job-seeker she takes
on as a nanny/housekeeper. As the delivery
date approaches, the pair grow close, and
Ana confesses the strange circumstances of
her pregnancy, which involved a priest and
a wolf. At the film’s midpoint Ana gives birth
to a grotesque infant in an exceptionally
graphic scene. The second hour centers on
Clara raising Ana’s boy Joel (Miguel Lobo)
in the little flat that she rents from Dona
Amélia (Cida Moreira); they seem happy,
even though Clara restricts her surrogate
son to a vegetarian diet and chains him up
in a “little bedroom” during the full moon,
carefully clipping the hair that grows on him
during those intervals. Things go awry when
Amélia, thinking Joel undernourished, feeds
him a bit of meat, leading to his full transformation and some grisly acts of violence. Good
Manners drags at some points, and the special
effects are subpar by modern standards, but it
earns kudos for presenting the story in serious
terms, without resorting to tongue-in-cheek
cuteness, and the performances are excellent.
A strong optional purchase. (F. Swietek)

The House With a Clock
in Its Walls HHH

Universal, 105 min., PG, DVD:
$29.98, Blu-ray/DVD Combo:
$34.98

Eli Roth’s adaptation of
John Bellairs’s 1973 young
adult novel begins in 1955,
as shyly precocious 10-year-old Lewis Barnavelt (Owen Vaccaro) arrives in New Zebedee,
MI, to live in a Victorian haunted house with
his estranged, eccentric Uncle Jonathan (Jack
Black), who assumed custody after Lewis’s
parents died in a car crash. Jonathan’s regal
BFF/neighbor, widowed Florence Zimmerman
(Cate Blanchett), soon joins them, gracefully
stepping out of the grandfather clock that
connects their two homes. Mystic, mechanized figures and macabre symbols abound,
including a whimsical chair that acts like a
dog, and Lewis quickly realizes that Florence
is a witch—the good kind—and his uncle is a
warlock. “The house likes you,” Jonathan assures his nerdy nephew. Clinging to his Magic
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8-Ball and determined to wear tanker goggles
(in tribute to TV’s Captain Midnight), Lewis is
predictably bullied at school, treated as an
outcast, and the last kid chosen for any sports
team. So he is flattered when a patronizing,
popular kid seeks his approval. Propelling the
plot is a destructive doomsday clock tied to
Jonathan’s former partner in stage magic, the
dark wizard Isaac Izard (Kyle MacLachlan).
Horror-meister Roth meshes suspenseful
scares with offbeat humor (including projectile-vomiting pumpkins) in this entertaining
family film. Recommended. (S. Granger)

An Interview with God
HH1/2

Universal, 97 min., not rated,
DVD: $24.99

More Christian teaching
tool than compelling drama, Perry Lang’s talky film
presents a serious treatment
of the premise that George Burns used to
comic purposes in the Oh, God! movies. The
story centers on Paul (Brenton Thwaites), a
reporter just back from covering the war in
Afghanistan who is also facing the collapse
of his marriage as a result of an affair with
a colleague. Paul arranges an interview with
a man (David Strathairn) who claims to be
God, anticipating a mildly humorous human
interest piece. Instead, the man uses their
conversations to prod Paul into reassessing
his life through debates about faith, free will,
and other theological issues. Paul eventually
begins to suspect that the man is actually
God, and comes to believe that this is a response to his prayers for guidance. There are a
few other characters in the story—Paul’s wife
and mistress, along with his editor—but this
is basically a two-hander, with both Thwaites
and Strathairn delivering committed performances that at least lend a patina of gravity
to essentially banal questions such as “why
do bad things happen to good people?” An
Interview with God is still a case of preaching
to the choir, but it is better than similar fare.
A strong optional purchase. (F. Swietek)

Itzhak HHH

Kino Lorber, 82 min., not rated,
DVD: $29.99

Alison Chernick’s documentary reveals that Itzhak
Perlman is not only a marvelous violinist but also a
lovely human being who
has overcome enormous physical obstacles
while devoting himself to philanthropy and
teaching as well as performing. Watching
Itzhak, one cannot but be charmed as well as
amazed by Perlman’s virtuosity, energy, and
sheer humanity. The film begins with Perlman’s birth in Tel Aviv to parents who soon
perceived his musical talent, although his
progress was hampered by the fact that he was
stricken with polio at age four and wore braces
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that prevented him from standing while he
played. Still, he persevered, winning admission to Juilliard and appearing as a child
prodigy on The Ed Sullivan Show. Chernick
gives relatively cursory attention to Perlman’s
ascent to the height of his profession, but
devotes much footage to his marriage to the
vibrant Toby, who is celebrated for the many
contributions she has made—and continues
to make—to his career as a soloist, pedagogue,
and tireless fundraiser (in many ways, this is
a joint biography, with her outspokenness
no less engaging than his gregariousness).
Interspersed are scenes of Perlman in concert
and rehearsing with other renowned artists,
as well as moments illustrating how he struggles with his disability, whether in crossing
an ice-covered sidewalk or maneuvering
into a tiny restroom. An inspiring portrait
of a remarkable man, this is recommended.
(F. Swietek)

Izzy Gets the F*ck Across
Town HHH
Shout! Factory, 86 min., not
rated, DVD: $16.99, Blu-ray:
$22.99

The titular Izzy (Mackenzie Davis) is in bad karma mode in this Homeric
comedy-drama from first-time feature director Christian Papierniak. Waking up in a
stranger’s bed with zero recollection of what
led to this moment, Izzy is confronted with
the news that her ex-boyfriend is having an
engagement party later in the day to celebrate
his upcoming wedding. In a panic, Izzy decides she needs to crash the event and talk
her old beau into giving her another chance.
But her car is in the shop, so she devises a
daisy-chain of short rides and favors from
exasperated friends and strangers. Every stop
along the way presents its own problems for
Izzy, who has to use her wits to extract herself
from sorry situations and carry on with her
mission. This Odyssean journey to reconcile
with a lover has its own epic leanings, but
the catch is that the story doesn’t quite end
neatly, ultimately raising more questions than
providing answers about what Izzy really
wants out of her meandering life. That said,
the real reason to see this movie is Davis,
who is virtually in every scene and proves to
be a compelling lead. And Papierniak’s fluid,
chapter-driven approach to each stage in the
journey—always announced by an indie rock
song—works well for Izzy’s enigmatic voyage.
Recommended. (T. Keogh)

Jeannette: The Childhood of Joan of Arc
HH1/2
KimStim, 115 min., in French w/English subtitles,
not rated, DVD: $24.99, Blu-ray: $34.99

Filmmaker Bruno Dumont presents the life
of young Joan of Arc here—before she took
up arms as a warrior—in the form of an amateur musical in a neo-realist setting. In the
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countryside of 15th-century
France, 8-year-old shepherdess Jeannette (Lise Leplat
Prudhomme) laments the
French people’s misery—
caused by the invading
British—in lyric and dance
and is visited by saints who
convince her to take up the mantle of leadership herself. At age 13 (now played by Jeanne
Voisin), she decides to fulfill her destiny with
the help of her uncle, who agonizes over the
lies that he tells Jeannette’s father. Jeannette
is a medieval rock opera by way of Pier Paulo
Pasolini’s The Gospel According to St. Matthew,
featuring a minimal cast and a child hero
who recites lines as if appearing in a grade
school passion play. The performances here
are stiff and amateurish, the music (by French
composer Igorrr)—which draws from medieval folk but is full of power chords and rock
drumming—is adequate but unmemorable,
and the elementary choreography (complete
with head-banging breaks) is danced with
more enthusiasm than grace. All of this is
apparently just what Dumont intended: an
art movie with unpolished performers set
against gorgeous meadows and hills, meant
to suggest authenticity and spiritual purity in
the mix of recitation, oratorio, and passionate
prayer. Jeannette will confound many viewers
and likely disappoint fans of traditional musicals, but there is a beauty to its simplicity and
an undercurrent of humor in the telling. A
strong optional purchase. (S. Axmaker)

John McEnroe: In the
Realm of Perfection
HH1/2

Oscilloscope, 95 min., not
rated, DVD: $34.99, Blu-ray:
$39.99, Feb. 5

Certain to result in headscratching for some viewers, John McEnroe: In
the Realm of Perfection is an almost unclassifiable, sort-of documentary caught between
monotonous sports video and so-what critical
analysis of how filmed tennis matches are an
entirely different beast from actual competitions. Director Julien Faraut has gathered
loads of archival footage featuring cantankerous master tennis star McEnroe in his heyday,
including an overlong clip reel of the former
champion as he scores points and confronts
judges on play calls (or lack of them). Faraut
spends some time demonstrating how real
playing doesn’t really resemble ideal form
and technique, an argument that apparently
dovetails with Faraut’s larger thesis that cinema’s (and, by extension, TV’s) control over an
illusion of space and time means the match
one watches on a screen is not the same as a
real game. That’s right, of course, but is hardly
an aesthetically profound observation or deep
critical discovery. Still, in all fairness, this
received substantial critical acclaim, so consider it a strong optional purchase. (T. Keogh)
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La Boyita HHH

The Last Suit HHH

In this Argentine drama, Jorgelina (Guadalupe
Alonso) is a lonely young
child whose older sister has
become more interested in kids her own age
than in hanging around with her clinging
sibling. The first part of La Boyita features
multiple scenes underscoring Jorgelina’s
discouragement at home with her single
mom before shifting when Jorgelina’s
doctor dad takes her along for a season
at the horse ranch that he owns, which
is maintained all year by a hardworking,
middle-aged couple and their introverted
son, Mario (Nicola Treise), who is a few
years older than Jorgelina. The latter draws
Mario out, but there is a wall of seemingly
excessive privacy that he won’t let her pass
for mysterious reasons. Filmmaker Julia
Solomonoff keeps viewers guessing about
Mario’s reticence to engage in certain ordinary activities, and why learning to ride a
racehorse is so important to him. A film of
impressions about the way a child perceives
the world without much experience or context, La Boyita is a compelling, haunting
drama. Recommended. (T. Keogh)

When young Polish tailor
Abraham Bursztein (Miguel
Ángel Solá) survived the
Holocaust and returned to
his hometown of Lodz, he made a promise
that, despite his decision to leave for a different life in Argentina, he would eventually
come back one day. That was 1945. Seventy
years later, the now 88-year-old Bursztein has
yet to keep his vow. And suddenly he finds
himself in a King Lear situation, dividing
up his considerable assets in Buenos Aires
among three daughters, which results in his
unwilling placement in a retirement home.
Abraham decides that now would be a good
time to keep that promise to return to Lodz.
His determined (if medically unwise) effort
to fly to Madrid and reach Poland by train
becomes a series of challenges, during which
he barely notices when sympathetic strangers
try to help. Writer-director Pablo Solarz craftily switches the film’s tone from domestic
comedy (with a Shakespearean edge) to a
Holocaust memory movie, and Solá shines
in a moving performance as a bitter man
who lost everyone. Recommended. (T. Keogh)

Film Movement, 89 min., in
Spanish w/English subtitles, not
rated, DVD: $24.99

La Familia HHH

Film Movement, 82 min., in
Spanish w/English subtitles, not
rated, DVD: $24.99

In a v iolent, slummy
neighborhood in Caracas,
a 12-year-old boy named
Pedro (Reggie Reyes) gets
caught up in the macho swagger of the
young gang community. When a new kid
in town pulls a gun, Pedro disarms him
during a fight and accidentally stabs him in
the neck. The moment Pedro’s single father,
Andres (Giovanny García), learns of this, he
orders his son to pack so they can leave the
city pronto—or risk a retaliatory slaying. La
Familia follows father and son as they simply try to survive with dwindling resources
and opportunities. As Andres takes on one
low-paying job after another (fired from a
restaurant at one point due to theft), Pedro
gets an eyeful of the real world, which does
not conform to the easy arrogance and naivete of his crew back in Caracas. One can
see early on where writer-director Gustavo
Rondón Córdova is taking his briskly paced
narrative, as his two leads sink incrementally into complete helplessness and homelessness. But predictability doesn’t make this
drama any less compelling, as it wordlessly
conveys Andres’s passionate singlemindedness to save his son, while also suggesting a
growing awareness in Pedro that maybe his
dad would be better off without a fugitive to
protect. Recommended. (T. Keogh)
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Strand, 91 min., in Spanish w/
English subtitles, not rated,
DVD: $24.99, Jan. 15

Letters from Baghdad
HHH
PBS, 90 min., PG, DVD:
$24.99, Feb. 5

This vividly insightful
quasi-documentary spy
thriller tells the timely, true
story of intrepid explorer
Gertrude Bell (1868-1926), who influenced
Middle Eastern history in the early 1900s.
More influential than her colleague T.E.
Lawrence (aka Lawrence of Arabia), adventurous Bell helped map part of the Arabian
Peninsula after WWI. She established the
Iraq Museum, which housed Mesopotamian
artifacts and antiquities (it was ransacked
during the American invasion of Baghdad in
2003). Assembled from period photographs,
archival footage, and fake “talking-head”
interviews, filmmakers Sabine Krayenbühl
and Zeva Oelbaum’s Letters from Baghdad
chronicles the extraordinary life of Bell,
daughter of a British baronet, who became
the first woman to receive highest honors
in Modern History at Oxford University. Superbly narrated by Tilda Swinton from Bell’s
own copious correspondence, the film follows
her solo journey, commanding a 17-camel
caravan across the uncharted Arabian Desert
for 1,500 miles as the first female freelance
archaeologist, along the way befriending
Bedouins, sheikhs, and other tribesmen while
learning the local dialects, history, and customs. Because of her deep knowledge of the
Hashemite dynasties and fluency in Arabic,
Persian, French, German, and English, she
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was the only woman given diplomatic status
at the 1919 Paris Peace Conference. That led
to Winston Churchill’s invitation to the 1921
Cairo Conference, where Syria’s Faisal was her
choice to become king of the newly formed
country of Iraq, which attempted to encompass Kurds, Sunnis, and Shiites after the fall
of the Ottoman Empire. “Oil is the trouble, of
course,” Bell noted. “Detestable stuff.” If Bell’s
exotic saga sounds familiar, it may be because
of Werner Herzog’s disappointing Queen of the
Desert (2015), starring Nicole Kidman as Bell.
Recommended. (S. Granger)

Little Women H1/2

Universal, 112 min., PG-13,
DVD: $24.99

Louisa May Alcott’s beloved classic tells the story of
the four indomitable March
sisters living in genteel poverty in Massachusetts while
their father serves as a Civil War chaplain.
Unfortunately, since the setting has been
changed to present-day here, Alcott’s astute
observations about female identity in the late
1860s lose context and authenticity, as the
girls Skype-chat with their Army medic dad
(Bart Johnson) in Afghanistan. Aspiring novelist Jo (Sarah Davenport) serves as narrator in
inconsistent flashbacks relating to her sisters:
domestic Meg (Melanie Stone), angelic Beth
(Allie Jennings), and artistic Amy (Elise Jones/
Taylor Murphy), all under the wing of their
supportive mother Marmee (Lea Thompson).
As delineated by co-writer/director Clare
Niederpruem, Jo is an insufferably selfish,
egotistical prig who barely appreciates the
encouragement of a Columbia University
professor (Ian Bohen). And the March neighbors—orphaned Laurie (Lucas Grabeel), his
tutor (Stuart Edge), and wealthy Mr. Lawrence
(Michael Flynn)—seem so superficial that
they barely register, and neither does feisty
Aunt March (Barta Heiner). Little Women
has been filmed numerous times, including
George Cukor’s 1933 film starring Katharine
Hepburn as rebellious Jo, Mervyn Le Roy’s
1949 adaptation featuring June Allyson, Gillian Armstrong’s 1994 version with Winona
Ryder, and the 2017 TV miniseries starring
Maya Hawke. Sadly, this stilted and foolish
latest version is by far the worst. Optional.
(S. Granger)

Longing HHH

Breaking Glass, 104 min., in
Hebrew w/English subtitles, not
rated, DVD: $24.99

An unusual Israeli family
drama with a touch of Larry
David’s cringe-inducing
comedy Curb Your Enthusiasm, this film stars Shai
Avivi as Ariel, a middle-aged bachelor, factory
owner, and borderline iconoclast. Meeting for
lunch with a former girlfriend he hasn’t seen
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in 20 years, Ariel learns that when he and his
ex broke up, she was actually pregnant and
has raised their son. The bad news: that son,
Adam, has died in a car accident. Left alone
to sort out both the surprise revelation and
recent tragedy, Ariel goes on a quest to know
Adam as much as possible in a past tense. As
he discovers both virtue and vice in his boy,
Ariel morphs into an overly-protective father
who is almost incapable of seeing that Adam
had a pronounced dark side. The engine that
drives Longing is Avivi’s quirky performance
as a relentless inquisitor who is equally
prosecutor and advocate in his encounters
with Adam’s French teacher (whom the boy
stalked) and the ex-con father of Adam’s
teen girlfriend. Writer-director Savi Gabizon
explores mixed emotions, denial, and fantasy
in a situation where actual memory is absent
but grief is real. Recommended. (T. Keogh)

Love, Cecil HHH1/2

Zeitgeist, 98 min., not rated,
DVD: $29.99

The epistolary inference
from the title of this fascinating documentary about
renowned British photographer Cecil Beaton—one
of the 20th century’s greatest visual masterminds—is particularly apt, as the film
itself is a heartfelt cinematic love letter to
Beaton, who was most known in America
for his drawings and photographic work for
Vogue magazine in the 1930s, as well as his
award-winning costume and set designs for
movies such as Gigi and My Fair Lady. Beaton’s
keen eye for beauty took him from the world
of fashion photography to war photography;
during the postwar years he would test his
mettle in Hollywood, photographing the
likes of Greta Garbo and others, before getting
the commission of a lifetime for My Fair Lady
in 1964. But this is no simple hagiographic
tribute; Love, Cecil does not glaze over Beaton’s
failings—including his bitchy elitism. His
most infamous failing occurred at the height
of his fame in America in 1938, when Beaton
was temporarily blacklisted for still-inexplicable anti-Semitic references in his drawings
for Vogue. This flirtation with anti-Semitism
didn’t put off the British Royal Family, however—the next year, Beaton became the royals’
official photographer. Vreeland succeeds in
painting Beaton as a social outsider who used
his talent for artistic self-invention to insinuate himself in the upper ranks of society. A
thoughtful and visually stunning portrait of
a true British eccentric who was one of the
premier visual artists of the last century, this
is highly recommended. (M. Sandlin)

Love, Gilda HHH

Magnolia, 86 min., not rated, DVD: $26.99, Jan. 1

While filming fundraising videos for the
Gilda’s Club charity, director Lisa D’Apolito
decided to make this bittersweet docu-
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mentary about its founder,
drawing on an enormous
archive of journal entries
and letters to chronicle comedienne Gilda Susan Radner’s life. Born in Detroit,
MI, and raised by a beloved
nanny called Dibby, Gilda
constantly battled bulimia
and depression after her father died when
she was 14. She left the University of Michigan to follow a boyfriend to Canada, where
she appeared in a local production of the
musical Godspell with young Martin Short,
and the pair became romantically involved.
Radner joined the Toronto troupe The Second
City, working alongside Dan Aykroyd, John
Candy, and Eugene Levy. She moved to New
York City in the early 1970s and became the
first female cast member of Saturday Night
Live, where she created her most memorable characterizations: raunchy Roseanne
Roseannadanna and elderly Emily Litella.
Radner’s exuberance masked her seemingly
desperate need for affection and approval.
After working on the 1982 action comedy
Hanky Panky, she married actor Gene Wilder.
She was later diagnosed with ovarian cancer,
which claimed her life in 1989. Founded in
her memory, Gilda’s Club opened its iconic
red doors in 1995 to provide a place where
cancer patients and their families could find
support, resources, and a caring community.
Lacking a substantive interview with Radner
herself, D’Apolito relies on voiceover pieces,
home videos, and reminiscences by Short,
Chevy Chase, Lorne Michaels, and Laraine
Newman. Although they didn’t know Radner,
the comedians Tina Fey, Amy Poehler, Maya
Rudolph, and Bill Hader were inspired by her
work. Recommended. (S. Granger)

Madeline’s Madeline
HH1/2

Oscilloscope, 94 min., not
rated, DVD: $34.99, Blu-ray:
$39.99, Jan. 15

Josephine Decker’s impressionistic, technically
flamboyant film may be
one of the weirdest coming-of-age movies
ever made. It follows troubled (and perhaps
mentally disturbed) but clearly talented teen
Madeline (extraordinary newcomer Helena
Howard) as she searches for her own identity, caught between pressures put on her
by her recessive but clinging mother Regina
(Miranda July) and her demanding, unconventional acting teacher Evangeline (Molly
Parker). The story might have been played
in decorous afterschool-special style, but it
is decidedly not: Madeline is presented as
genuinely disturbed and volatile, and Howard
brings a feral quality to the role—which is
accentuated by acting “lessons” in becoming
a cat or a turtle or a pig, and wearing animal
costumes or masks. Evangeline, meanwhile,
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is portrayed as obsessed and self-absorbed,
while Regina is a sheepishly accommodating
human dishrag. Madeline’s Madeline doubles
down on its aversion to formula by serving
up oodles of visual razzmatazz. Decker favors
a fervid handheld approach, with images that
are often oddly framed and beset with a halo
effect, and the helter-skelter editing only
adds to the deliberately woozy, disorienting
effect. But while this all may be intended to
reflect the disordered mind of its protagonist,
it ultimately seems more about the director’s
artistic pretensions than the girl’s inner
turmoil. Equally intriguing and frustrating,
this is a strong optional purchase. (F. Swietek)

Marie Curie: The
Courage of Knowledge
HHH

Big World Pictures, 95 min., in
French w/English subtitles, not
rated, DVD: $29.95

Breaking every glass ceiling imposed over her and bulldozing through
damaging disinformation proffered by enemies, Marie Curie (Karolina Gruszka) is introduced in filmmaker Marie Noëlle’s French
drama as a genius and force of nature, as well
as a courageous widow. Polish-born and as
educated and scientifically ambitious as her
French researcher husband, Pierre (Charles
Berling), Curie receives a Nobel Prize (with
her spouse) and acclaim for groundbreaking
work in isolating radium. Following Pierre’s
accidental death, Marie plunges deeper into
their unfinished studies, initially denying
herself sustenance both for body and soul. Entering into an affair with a married colleague
just as her efforts with radium reach fruition,
Curie pushes back against scandal and sexism. Well-acted and illuminating, even if it
is sometimes more soap opera than scientific
drama, Marie Curie is a handsome-looking
film set equally in shadowy laboratories, a
sun-dappled natural world, and the intimacy
of love nests. And it’s a nice treat when Albert
Einstein (Piotr Glowacki) shows up and finds
in Curie a kindred spirit. Recommended.
(T. Keogh)

Marlina the Murderer in
Four Acts HHH
Icarus, 93 min., in Indonesian
w/English subtitles, not rated,
DVD: $29.99

Sporting the visual formalism of films by Quentin Tarantino and Sergio
Leone, Marlina the Murderer in Four Acts is
an intriguing Indonesian Western. Recent
widow Marlina (Marsha Timothy) keeps the
mummified body of her late husband at home
since she is unable to pay the steep price of
a burial. Her somber, grieving aspect makes
her a sympathetic figure, especially after a
gang of criminals takes over her house, orders
Marlina to feed them, and then makes plans
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to rape her. The four chapters comprising the
film follow Marlina as she pursues revenge
in a methodical and successful way, hitting
the road to track her assailants. But the most
powerful element here is the elegant framing
of shots and entire scenes by director Mouly
Surya, who captures even the most emotionally dark moments in painterly long shots. A
solid genre movie that is confident in its most
obvious influences—which include an Ennio
Morricone-like score—this is recommended.
(T. Keogh)

McQueen HHH

Lionsgate, 111 min., R, DVD:
$18.99, Blu-ray/DVD Combo:
$23.99

The deluge of high fashion documentaries continues with Ian Bonhôte and
Peter Ettedgui’s stylish, intense profile of the British designer whose
talent and showmanship unsettled and
amazed the world of haute couture until
his suicide in 2010. Alexander McQueen
was a middle-class East London kid whose
tailoring apprenticeship led to a stint as an
assistant to Romeo Gigli in Italy and then to
London’s Central Saint Martins, where his
1992 graduation collection caught the eye
of Isabella Blow, a flamboyant fashion writer
who became his mentor. McQueen’s meteoric
rise was fueled by innovative design combined with a theatrical form of runway drama
employing themes that were unsettling, even
macabre: one show was called “Jack the Ripper
Stalks His Victims,” another “Highland Rape.”
Although such presentations brought charges
of misogyny, they also gained him fame
(or notoriety), but not necessarily wealth.
The money came with his 1996 hiring by
Givenchy. The film follows McQueen’s later
provocative shows, while also documenting
his increasing volatility and drug use, his
weight-reduction surgery, and the deterioration of his relationship with Blow. McQueen
hanged himself a month before his 41st birthday, shortly after his mother died. A friend
recalls that McQueen had once mused about
ending a show with his own death; in a way
he did precisely that. Combining archival
footage, newly-shot interviews, and animated
transitions, McQueen is an incisive portrait of
a fascinating, troubled man. Recommended.
(F. Swietek)

Mid90s HH1/2

Lionsgate, 84 min., R, DVD:
$19.99, Blu-ray: $24.99, Jan. 8

Actor-turned-writer/director Jonah Hill has crafted a street-smart, mid-‘90s
memory piece about the
early days of the sub-culture
pop phenomenon sport of skateboarding.
Life in Los Angeles is not easy for vulnerable
13-year-old Stevie (Sunny Suljic), who is bul-
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lied by his older brother Ian (Lucas Hedges),
whom he idolizes. Stevie also feels alienated
from his self-absorbed, single mom, Dabney
(Katherine Waterston), who had Ian when she
was 18 and hasn’t matured much since. One
summer day, Stevie spies four punks going
into the Motor Avenue Skateshop. Following
them, he pretends he’s shopping for a T-shirt
while surreptitiously listening to what they’re
saying. Slowly, he edges into their midst and
is acknowledged by Ruben (Gio Galicia),
who sells him an old skateboard. Dubbed
“Sunburn,” Stevie is eventually accepted by
this rowdy tribe, who include “Fourth Grade”
(Ryder McLaughlin), whose nickname indicates the level of his intellect; loudmouthed
“Fuckshit” (Olan Prenatt), whose language
skills seem nonexistent; and their ringleader,
Ray (Na-kel Smith), who dreams of going pro.
The teens’ performances are utterly convincing, although Suljic is the only one with a
professional background. Making an impressive directorial debut, Hill astutely captures
innocent curiosity, adolescent loneliness,
a sense of spontaneous self-discovery, and
camaraderie. Unfortunately, this otherwise
insightful and edgy film ends abruptly without a satisfying conclusion. A strong optional
purchase. (S. Granger)

Molly HH

Artsploitation, 91 min., not
rated, DVD: $14.99, Blu-ray:
$19.99

With a heav y debt to
the Mad Max movie franchise, this Dutch-produced,
post-apocalyptic adventure
presents a new, Max-lite wanderer in the
wilderness: a barely-adult woman named
Molly (Julia Batelaan), who scavenges under
a glaring sun among grassy dunes, fights off
marauders with Buffy-like efficiency, and—
well—has a handy little superpower. Meanwhile (of course), there’s a cult of bad guys
led by a monster named Deacon (Joost Bolt),
who has heard about Molly and wants her to
fight for her life in a death pit. Along the way,
a wounded Molly finds a little girl left on her
own and decides to protect and accompany
her. All of this plays out in a rather predictable
and somewhat stale fashion, although the
cinematography is notable, and Batelaan—
who sometimes wears owlish eyeglasses—is
an interesting character, falling somewhere
between a nerd and sword-wielding warrior.
Optional. (T. Keogh)

The Nun HH

Warner, 96 min., R, DVD:
$28.98, Blu-ray/DVD Combo:
$35.99

This supernatural prequel
spin-off from The Conjuring
franchise is set decades before an evil spook began to
haunt ghost-hunter Lorraine Warren (Vera
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Farmiga). When a nun commits suicide at
a cloistered abbey in Biertan, Romania, in
1952, Father Anthony Burke (Demián Bichir)
is summoned to Rome and then sent to investigate the sacred sanctuary, accompanied by
a young novitiate, Sister Irene (Vera’s real-life
sister Taissa Farmiga), who has occult visions.
Taking a horse-drawn buggy to the dark, dank
Abbey of St. Carta, a bombed-out medieval
castle shunned by the superstitious villagers,
the pair are joined by Frenchie (Jonas Bloquet), a French-Canadian man who discovered the gruesome corpse while delivering
supplies. What apparently happened was that
two nuns confronted a demonic presence in
a forbidden corner of the ancient building
that serves as an apparent portal to Hell (a
sign proclaims: “God Ends Here”). One nun
was consumed by darkness while the other
hung herself, still clutching a mysterious
key. The skeletal Abbess, whose face remains
hidden behind a dark veil, isn’t much help,
nor are the other screaming, terrified nuns,
some of whom are set on fire, jangling their
rosary beads in a prayer marathon. Directed
by Corin Hardy, The Nun is a derivative horror
flick, relying on old-fashioned jump scares,
crosses swiveling upside-down, radios turning
themselves on-and-off, writhing serpents,
and menacing shadows. Only Bonnie Aarons
is malevolently memorable as the titular,
villainous Valak. Still, the film’s popularity
proves once again that even bad horror
movies can conjure big box-office returns.
Optional. (S. Granger)

Operation Finale HHH
Universal, 123 min., PG-13,
DVD: $29.98, Blu-ray/DVD
Combo: $34.98

Based on a true story,
Operation Finale depicts the
covert operation in which
years after WWII and the
Nuremburg trials, Adolf Eichmann—the
feared architect of the Nazi Final Solution—was finally captured. Tipped off that
Eichmann (Ben Kingsley) was living under
the alias “Ricardo Klement” in Argentina,
Israel’s Mossad agency was initially skeptical.
Apparently when an Argentine teenager,
Sylvia Hermann (Haley Lu Richardson),
brought home her new, outspokenly Aryan
boyfriend, Klaus Eichmann (Joe Alwyn), her
father (Peter Strauss) made the connection.
But it took a while for Israeli authorities to
verify that they were truly on the trail of
Eichmann. In May 1960, Prime Minister
David Ben-Gurion (Simon Russell Beale) sent
an undercover team from Tel Aviv to Buenos
Aires, noting, “For the first time in history, we
will judge our executioner, and we will warn
off any who wish to follow his example.” Led
by Peter Malkin (Oscar Isaac), the team must
quietly abduct Eichmann and hide out in a
safe house until a plane can whisk them out of
the country. Naturally, their extraction plan
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is fraught with unexpected complications.
Directed by Chris Weitz (who gives a subtle
nod to his mother, actress Susan Kohner, by
having her 1959 Imitation of Life playing at
the theater where Sylvia meets Klaus), this is
recommended. (S. Granger)

Pin Cushion HH

MVD, 82 min., not rated,
DVD: $19.99

Not for everyone, the
British tragedy Pin Cushion is both hard to classify,
and hard to like. An oddball mother and daughter
move to a new town in the
Midlands, where they immediately draw
the scorn of locals, who all seem to be contemptible jackasses. Lyn (Joanna Scanlon) is
a middle-aged single mom who is mentally
slow and hunchbacked, while Iona (Lily Newmark) is a ginger naif whose instinct to pull
out of a mutually (and nauseatingly) childlike relationship with her mother is healthy,
although she is ill-prepared. Iona descends
into mental illness, exploited and abused
by kids at school, while Lyn subjects herself
repeatedly to situations where cruel people
reject and humiliate her. Director Deborah
Haywood toggles between reality and fantasy
with frequency, sometimes confusingly, and
neither Lyn nor Iona register as plausible
characters—they are kind of a mashup of
The Hunchback of Notre Dame and Carrie, with
Quasimodo substituting for high-schooler
Carrie’s fanatical mother, and the bullied
teen here lacking weaponized, psychokinetic
powers. More self-pitying than involving,
this is an optional purchase. (T. Keogh)

Pope Francis: A Man of
His Word HHH

Universal, 95 min., PG, DVD:
$29.99, Blu-ray: $34.99

Wim Wenders is an idiosyncratic filmmaker, but
his approach here is utterly
conventional, as well as
highly admiring of his subject. Pope Francis
is primarily comprised of two sections. One
features archival footage of Francis interacting with crowds at various locales—prisons,
homeless shelters, refugee camps, hospitals—
during his global travels, often washing the
feet of prisoners and patients in a gesture
of humility (only one clip shows him prior
to his papacy—as archbishop of Buenos
Aires encouraging a crowd to share signs
of friendship). The other major element is a
Q&A session between the pope and Wenders,
with Francis replying directly to the camera.
Wenders fails to press Francis on uncomfortable issues such as clerical abuse, women’s role
in the church, and gay rights, but Francis’s responses to other queries underscore that he is
fundamentally a pastoral pope, one not given
to using theologically intricate formulations
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but rather simple (some might say simplistic)
language to emphasize his desire for the
Church to serve the poor, marginalized, and
dispossessed. Francis also speaks eloquently
of the obligation to preserve the planet, arguing that climate change is one of the greatest
challenges facing the world. Wenders also
adds newly-filmed scenes from the life of St.
Francis of Assisi, who the pope has adopted
as his model. A well-drawn if incomplete portrait of Pope Francis that will inspire millions
of the pontiff’s admirers, whether Catholic or
not, this is recommended. (F. Swietek)

Postcards from London
HH1/2

Strand, 90 min., in Spanish
w/English subtitles, not rated,
DVD: $27.99, Jan. 29

A highly stylized and
arch dramedy about a peculiar intersection of art
and male prostitution, Postcards from London
boasts an interesting premise. When a smalltown 18-year-old named Jim (Harris Dickinson) arrives in London seeking his fortune,
he falls in with a stylish group of intellectual
male prostitutes called The Raconteurs. With
his sculpted body and tendency to faint in
the presence of great art, Jim is quickly recruited by the group, where he is tutored in
fine arts and literature—the better to please
older, wealthy clients seeking stimulating
conversation following sex. Oddly, more
men seem interested in using him as a muse
who can keep his mouth shut and pose as
a model, blurring a border for Jim between
hustling and his own private passion for great
paintings by Caravaggio and others. Filmmaker Steve McLean has fun composing witty
tableaux of The Raconteurs, making them
look very much like the subjects of formal
paintings with bright backgrounds. Postcards
from London ultimately offers nothing particularly profound in the realm of ideas, satire,
or reflection, but is often stimulating visually
and features a great set-up. A strong optional
purchase. (T. Keogh)

The Predator H

cover up the incident—which, of course, they
do. McKenna also swallows something that,
inevitably, later emerges. Meanwhile, evolutionary biologist Dr. Casey Bracket (Olivia
Munn) examines and analyzes the captured
Predator. And when McKenna’s young, autistic son Rory (Jacob Tremblay) opens the
postal package, dons the helmet, and goes out
Halloween trick-or-treating, it results in an
ill-fated encounter with neighborhood bullies. Predictably, the Predator escapes, landing
on a bus that is transporting McKenna and
quirky, PTSD-stricken veterans. And an even
deadlier Super Predator is dispatched to save
its predecessor. A disappointing monster
movie, this is not recommended. (S. Granger)

Queercore: How to Punk
a Revolution HHH

Altered Innocence, 80 min., not
rated, DVD: $21.99, Blu-ray:
$24.99, Jan. 8

Exploring a fascinating
and illuminating chapter
in both American popular
culture and gay history, filmmaker Yony
Leyser’s lively documentary makes a case
that queercore was as important to punk and
grunge rock in the 1990s as, say, the Nirvana
hit “Smells Like Teen Spirit.” A definition:
queercore (or homocore) is an LGBTQ movement designed to reject assumptions—even
those within the gay community—that being
gay means you have to like everything gay,
and should also aspire to be both out and
fully accepted in bourgeois society. Queercore
philosophy argues that you should be as out
as you want to be, here reflected in clothes,
appearance, a taste for underground queer
culture, and complete rebellion. Combining
interviews and archival materials (film clips
from the work of provocateur Bruce LaBruce,
posters, zines, etc.), Queercore draws a convincing portrait of the gay alliance with punk and
grunge in the ‘90s, making the case that all
sides wanted the same thing: to forge one’s
own identity. Recommended. (T. Keogh)

Scarred Hearts HH1/2

Fox, 107 min., R, DVD: $29.99,
Blu-ray/DVD Combo: $34.99

Big World, 141 min., in
Romanian w/English subtitles,
not rated, DVD: $29.99

Screenwriter Shane Black
(Lethal Weapon) was an actor in John McTiernan’s
original 1987 Predator and
here serves as director and
co-writer for this tedious, profanity-filled
update. The story begins when former Army
Ranger sniper-turned-mercenary Capt. Quinn
McKenna (Boyd Holbrook) spots a UFO crashing into the Mexican jungle. Aboard the
spaceship, McKenna finds a Predator helmet
and gauntlet, although not before the creature has annihilated his troop. Realizing that
this technology may be valuable, he mails it
home, just in case the government tries to

Although Romanian director Radu Jude makes a
valiant attempt at wrenching absurdist comedy from
what is essentially a story about a tuberculosis
patient’s stint in a sanitarium circa 1937, ultimately this is a downer. The tubercular lad in
question, Emanuel (Lucian Teodor Rus), is put
into a body cast in order to prevent his weak
spine from snapping, and viewers are privy
to all of the horrible medical procedures he
has to endure, not the least of which is the
sight of a giant hypodermic needle thrust
into Emanuel’s belly to extract pus from a
huge abscess. Apart from such visceral un-
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pleasantries, the film plays out visually like
some sort of ragged Altman-esque exercise
in screwball mayhem, with mostly long and
medium extended shots used to emphasize
the random claustrophobic chaos that one
can easily imagine might ensue in such quarantined close quarters. The damaged patients
all trying to tolerate one another’s respective
physical and mental maladies (the field hospital scenes in M*A*S*H come to mind) make
for some bizarrely chaotic scenes of social
interaction. Meanwhile, the medical staff
seems to spend much of their time making
deadpan jokes and keeping their dealings
with the batty patients at a minimum. Often boasting imaginative cinematography,
this should be considered a strong optional
purchase. (M. Sandlin)

Scotty and the Secret
History of Hollywood
HHH

Kino Lorber, 97 min., not rated,
DVD: $29.99

Now 95 years old, showbiz demi-celebrity Scotty Bowers is seen in this
documentary running up and down tall
ladders, clearing his roof, and making author
appearances (he published a tell-all memoir
about his life in gay Hollywood) with jolly
vigor. Whatever keeps him going probably
accounts for the audacity he displayed in the
late 1940s, when he moved to Los Angeles
after serving as a U.S. Marine in the South
Pacific during World War II. Taking a job as
a gas station attendant, Bowers says he was
propositioned by movie star Walter Pidgeon,
who had pulled up for car service. After a later
sexual encounter that netted Bowers $20, he
launched an open-secret of a business at the
gas station, pimping young hustlers to more
stars, directors, and studio elites. Over time,
Bowers catered to men and women alike with
their various preferences, and appears not to
have been regarded as a lowlife but rather
a friend to a hidden community. The film
dishes on various legends, including Cary
Grant, Katharine Hepburn, Cole Porter, and
director George Cukor, but not for the sake
of salaciousness. Indeed, filmmaker Matt
Tyrnauer subtly reinforces the notion that
there is always more to life than what we are
told or shown. Bowers, despite or because of
personal tragedies and the degree to which
he is haunted by wartime memories, has
made a choice to be happy, although there is
clearly considerable agony below the surface.
Recommended. (T. Keogh)

A Simple Favor HH

son (Blake Lively), sipping
martinis in the afternoon
and exchanging intimate secrets while their respective
sons—Miles (Joshua Satine)
and Nicky (Ian Ho)—romp
around. Certainly, they are
unlikely best friends. A widowed, stay-at-home single
mom, Stephanie does a perky, Martha Stewart-ish video blog, posting household hints/
recipes, while career-driven Emily works in
Manhattan, doing PR for a high-powered
fashion designer (Rupert Friend), and her
British novelist husband Sean (Henry Golding) copes with writer’s block. Sophisticated
Emily is obviously amused by Stephanie’s
awkwardly puritan demeanor, while prim,
self-deprecating Stephanie is dazzled by Emily’s caustic, irreverent quips and fabulously
chic lifestyle. But when Emily suddenly goes
missing after asking Stephanie the simple
favor of picking up Nicky and watching him
for a few hours, the film shifts to a sinister
mystery with the possibility of murder. Stephanie drops the bumbling goofiness and goes
into detective mode, forming a relationship
with Sean, who describes inscrutable Emily
as “a beautiful ghost, never entirely there.”
Paul Feig directs this overly convoluted,
Hitchcockian adaptation of Darcey Bell’s 2017

Tales from the Hood 2
HH1/2

Universal, 111 min., R, DVD:
$14.99, Blu-ray/DVD Combo:
$19.99

Rusty Cundieff and Darin
Scott’s follow-up to their
1995 horror anthology offers four more creepy vignettes with a strong
helping of social commentary, along with a
wraparound linking story. The premise is that
a ruthless entrepreneur has developed a line
of robots that will detect criminals before
they actually commit crimes and then make
arrests to fill his for-profit prisons, and he
hires a famous black storyteller (Keith David) to tell tales that will give the robots the
information they need to identify evildoers.
His first story, “Good Golly,” is about a doll
in a “Museum of Negrosity” that comes to
life and finds a gruesome way to replicate.
“The Medium” centers on a murdered pimp
who takes possession of a TV psychic and
uses him as an instrument of revenge. “Date

ON DVD FROM
FRom the diRectoR oF AFERIM!

A Film By RAdu Jude

NOW AVAILABLE!
“Without doubt,
the most important
event in Egyptian
cinema, if not
Arab cinema,
in a very
long time”
- Jean-Michel

Frodon,
Slate

"A Schubert-eSque Score And An extremely pretty,
dAppled cinemAtogrAphy mAke Marie Curie
A compelling portrAit of An undeniAbly
importAnt womAn."
-Josephine Livingstone, The New Republic

Lionsgate, 117 min., R, DVD: $29.99, Blu-ray/
DVD Combo: $39.99

"kArolinA gruSzkA iS very good AS curie, conveying
A mix of intelligence And romAntic impulSe."

When two grade-school boys beg for a
playdate, what’s a conscientious mom to do?
Uptight Stephanie Smothers (Anna Kendrick)
starts hanging out with glamorous Emily Nel-

"HigHligHts Curie’s suCCess as a result of Hard work
And perSonAl Struggle rAther thAn Simple,
And StereotypicAl,“eurekA!” momentS.”
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titular novel, but the film itself is uneven as
he tries to combine disparate elements into
a comedic thriller. Still, Kendrick and Lively
deliver strong performances in this stylish,
suspenseful, suburban neo-noir. A strong
optional purchase. (S. Granger)
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-Ben Sachs, Chicago Reader

-Ken Jaworowski, The New York Times

NOW AVAILABLE!

27

NOW AVAILABLE
ON INSTITUTIONAL VIDEO!

V I D E O

L I B R A R I A N

Night,” the shortest entry, focuses on a couple
of small-time crooks whose intended victims—a pair of beautiful vampires—turn the
tables on the men, and the fourth and most
ambitious entry, “The Sacrifice,” resurrects
a host of iconic figures, including Emmett
Till and Martin Luther King, Jr., to persuade
a submissive black politician to turn against
his racist controllers. The storyteller returns
at the close to use his employer’s own robots
against him. Like its predecessor, Tales from
the Hood 2 is cheaply made with cheesy
effects, but it also exudes a certain zany exuberance that is infectious. A strong optional
purchase. (F. Swietek)

To Dream H

Random, 67 min., not rated,
DVD: $13.95 (avail. from
www.moviezyng.com)

A miserable, unimaginative kitchen-sink drama set
in a tough community in
London, To Dream follows
the downward spiral of two teens who have
been best friends since their miscreant childhood. Luke (Edward Hayter) has dropped out
of school and blows off job opportunities
arranged for him by his abusive, dispirited
father. Tommy (Freddie Thorp) likewise has
little on his plate other than hanging out with
Luke. The two dream of leaving for America,
but the reality of their lives is a daily carousel
of escaping into drugs, sex, and criminality.
For an audience, this translates into cinematic
drudgery with little to redeem the mediocrity
of watching people light endless cigarettes,
moan in a neighborhood pub, and tempt fate
by getting in over one’s head with the wrong
people. Writer-director Nicole Albarelli brings
no coherent or meaningful visual style to the
film, except for a bizarre pallet of colored
lighting in some scenes. Crowdfunded by
Kickstarter, this indie film is not recommended. (T. Keogh)

Unfriended: Dark Web
H1/2

Universal, 93 min., R, DVD:
$24.99, Blu-ray: $34.99

A standalone sequel to
the surprise 2014 horror hit
about a group of obnoxious
chat-rooming teens who are
killed one after another after being accused
online of bearing responsibility for the suicide of a classmate, Unfriended: Dark Web,
like its predecessor, tells its story via images
on computer and phone screens, although it
necessarily introduces a new set of victims
and offers a different motive behind their inevitable demises. This one begins with Matias
(Colin Woodell) admitting that he walked
off with a laptop from an Internet café that
he was using to link up with his usual “game
night” pals—conspiracy nut AJ (Connor Del
Rio), laid-back Damon (Andrew Lees), lovers
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Serena (Rebecca Rittenhouse) and Nari (Betty
Gabriel), and DJ Lexx (Savira Windyani). Also
on Matias’s radar is his current girlfriend,
Amaya (Stephanie Nogueras), who happens
to be deaf. The group’s vacuous conversation
is interrupted by e-mails accusing Matias of
stealing the computer and demanding its return, and he soon discovers why: it contains
files connected to a series of gruesome online
snuff films. And that puts him and his friends
in the crosshairs of those operating what is
apparently a lucrative though repulsive web
business. A series of gruesome death scenes
follow, but even with a few twists Dark Web
is simply not clever enough to sustain interest, especially given the grainy visuals and
amateur-level acting. Not recommended.
(F. Swietek)

Venom HH

Sony, 112 min., PG-13, DVD:
$30.99, Blu-ray/DVD Combo:
$38.99

W h ile it ’s not a Spider-Man film, Venom is
made “in association with”
the Marvel Cinematic Universe. The story begins when a space probe
launched by diabolical tech billionaire Dr.
Carlton Drake (Riz Ahmed) inadvertently
delivers a gelatinous alien symbiote to Earth.
As the glob merges with a compatible host,
its human vessel becomes endowed with
extraordinary superpowers and an insatiable
hunger. When motorcycle-riding investigative TV reporter Eddie Brock (Tom Hardy)
questions Drake, the symbiote attaches itself
to him, slowly melding and transforming
Eddie into the hybrid Venom, much to the
shock and dismay of his lawyer girlfriend
Anne Weying (Michelle Williams), who
turns to Dr. Dan Lewis (Reid Scott) to try to
extract Eddie’s malevolent parasite. But, of
course, the carnage has barely begun, since
Venom informs Eddie that his species plans to
invade the Earth. Clumsily directed by Ruben
Fleischer, Venom can best be characterized
by one of the only memorable snatches of
dialogue in the film: “a turd in the wind.”
Optional. (S. Granger)

We the Animals HHH

Passion River, 93 min., R, DVD:
$24.99, Blu-ray: $34.99

A gay coming-of-age tale
told in impressionistic style,
Jeremiah Zagar’s adaptation
of Justin Torres’s autobiographical 2011 novel is
both visually arresting and impressively
acted, especially by the leads. Jonah (Evan
Rosado) is the youngest of the three sons of
a fractious couple living in upstate New York.
Paps (Raúl Castillo) is a loving but irresponsible father. Occasionally rough with Jonah, he
is even more so with his wife (Sheila Vand),
who nonetheless remains devoted. Jonah’s
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constant companions are his older siblings
Manny (Isaiah Kristian) and Joel (Josiah
Gabriel), as they roam the woods and cavort
together in bed to keep warm. Much of the
narrative consists of fraught domestic incidents, but still there is an idyllic cast to the
proceedings, accentuated by the periodic insertion of animated sequences that represent
drawings Jonah scribbles obsessively in notebooks, adding to the lyrical feel of the rich
cinematography capturing lustrous fields,
lakes, and dew-drenched ground. The story
ventures outside the home when the boys encounter an elderly neighbor who introduces
them to his grandson, a shaggy-haired teen
who shows them his sexually-explicit videos.
While his older brothers react with juvenile
giggles, the images awaken different longings
in Jonah, ultimately taking the film into the
realm of surrealism, or perhaps more accurately magic realism, as Jonah figuratively
leaves his family. We the Animals is undeniably precious and artsy, but even though the
film is more notable for texture than plot, it is
still a gauzily affecting portrait of childhood
that is at once dreamlike and nightmarish.
Recommended. (F. Swietek)

The Wild Boys HHH

Altered Innocence, 110 min., in
French w/English subtitles, not
rated, DVD: $21.99, Blu-ray:
$24.99

Bertrand Mandico’s debut
feature is audacious in both
narrative and visual terms,
a steamy fable of gender transformation and
empowerment told with striking imagery
that switches without warning from grainy
black-and-white to surrealistic color. The plot
is a reverse spin on Lord of the Flies: a group of
privileged boys at a posh prep school rape and
kill their literature teacher (Nathalie Richard)
while performing a scene from Macbeth. As
punishment they are transported to a remote
island—and viciously brutalized on the
voyage by a sadistic captain—that turns out
to be a lush tropical paradise, rich in foliage
with tantalizingly suggestive shapes that
exude milk-white liquids that when drunk
change the boys into women: graphically, as
their male appendages drop off and breasts
appear (the boys have been all along rather
convincingly played by actresses). This transformation is emotional as well as physical,
and the inability to morph fully is considered
a horrible failure. The Wild Boys loses some
of its energy toward the close, as an ethereal
Earth-mother figure takes center stage to declaim opaquely on the theme of the magical
taming of macho cruelty. But it is also clear
from the very first scene—a prologue on the
island in which one of the frenzied boys encounters a dog with a human face—that this
will be a very strange film, one that defiantly
exults in not being for everyone. But for those
extremely adventurous viewers who can
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DYNAMIC DOCUMENTARIES FROM CINEMA LIBRE STUDIO
Genetically Modified Children

Master

Latin American tobacco farmers face skyrocketing
cancer rates with severe physical deformities and
mental disabilities developing in their children.
Choosing between poverty or poison, growers
have no choice but to use harmful chemicals such
as the herbicide glyphosate in order to certify and
sell their crop to Big Tobacco.

Master Zhou, a controversial Qi Gong healer
and Kung Fu master, returns to the mythical
Wudang mountains in China with his granddaughter, where she’ll learn his secrets, as he’s
forced to face his tumultuous past.
A Film by Dastan Khalili – Featuring Master
Zhou Ting Jue

A film by Juliette Igier

“Exposes how Philip Morris and Monsanto
have exploited generations of impoverished
Argentinian farmers.”
– Organic Consumer Association

55 MIN | SRP: $19.95 | Color | CLS1266 | In English & Spanish w/ English subtitles

72 MINS | SRP: $19.95 | Color | CLS1270 |In Mandarin & English w/ English subtitles

The Advocates

THEATRICAL
RELEASE

Mabel, Mabel, Tiger Trainer
Raised in poverty in Kentucky, Mabel Stark
joined the circus in 1911 and became the first
woman to train. In a 57-year career, she headlined shows with Ringling Bros and Barnum &
Bailey, survived multiple maulings and marriages, starred in Hollywood movies, and managed
up to 20 cats by forming intimate relationships
with each, rather than using the whip.
A film by Leslie Zemeckis – Featuring circus
historian Janet M. Davis, PhD
with narration by Oscar® winner Melissa Leo.

Over half a million people are homeless in
the United States. Amid public outcry over the
ballooning homeless population in Los Angeles--nearly 54,000 people on any given night-three advocates with three different organizations show what the lost ideal of “care in the
community” looks like amid a changing policy
landscape.
A film by Rémi Kessler – Featuring Steve Lopez
(Los Angeles Times), Gary Blasi (Professor of Law,
Emeritus, UCLA)

“Zemeckis’ masterful film paints the colorful life of a
woman who defied all odds.” – Bill Condon (Screenwriter,
The Greatest Showman & Director, Beauty and the Beast)

“A powerful look at the unsung heroes who are
out on the streets of Los Angeles at all hours.”

“Mabel Stark…wasted no time in infiltrating, then
dominating, the male-only world of working with big
cats.” – Sara Gruen, Water for Elephants

– Steve Lopez, Los Angeles Times
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Banned in France (released as “Salafistes”),
JIHADISTS goes deep into the heart of the
Salafi movement, to reveal the inner workings
of extremist Islam.
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stomach provocative images that fall midway
between the titillating and the repulsive, this
is recommended. (F. Swietek)

Classic Films
The Best of the Three
Stooges HHH1/2

Time-Life, 13 discs, 2,805 min.,
not rated, DVD: $99.95

Three Stooges fans will
have a field day with this
13-disc collection covering
the full spectrum of the slapstick icons’ work
at their knockabout best. Included here are
87 short films from 1934-45 with the MoeLarry-Curly configuration and three Stooges
features—the rarely-seen 1945 Rockin’ in the
Rockies, the team’s 1959 comeback film Have
Rocket, Will Travel, and their 1965 swan song
The Outlaws Is Coming. If that’s not enough,
there is also the nine-part documentary series
Hey Moe! Hey Dad! narrated by Paul Howard,
Moe’s son, along with the 2000 made-for-television biopic The Three Stooges. Also included
are a few animated shorts featuring Stooges-inspired characters. The real surprise here
is the inclusion of short films that starred
Curly Howard’s replacements in the act—his
brother Shemp Howard, Joe Besser, and Joe
DeRita—who all had successful solo careers
before teaming with Moe Howard and Larry
Fine. Although this collection spans 45 hours
of mayhem, diehard Stooges fans can debate
about what was omitted (such as the classic
Shemp-era shorts and the invigoratingly
surreal feature The Three Stooges in Orbit).
Still, this is a grand set, with plenty of nyuck
nyuck nyucks. Highly recommended. (P. Hall)

Big Wednesday HHH

Warner, 119 min., PG, Blu-ray:
$21.99

John Milius charts a decade of social change as
three buddies use the sport
of surfing as a personal
touchstone for their lives while growing up
in the turbulent 1960s. Irresponsible hot-dogging legend Matt (Jan-Michael Vincent), serious and stable Jack (William Katt), and mad
misfit Leroy, aka “Masochist” (Gary Busey),
are teenage surf bums in 1963, living at the
beach in a perpetual summer under the sway
of surfboard maker Bear (Sam Melville), who
is a guru, mentor, and keeper of the lore. But
the times they are a changin’ and the boys
grow up in the shadow of Vietnam while
adulthood pushes them into hard decisions.
Milius mixes the nostalgia of American Graffiti
with the reverence of a John Ford cavalry
drama, as surfing becomes a kind of spiritual
quest spoken of in awed mythic tones and
photographed with the epic grandeur of a
rite of passage in this 1978 coming-of-age
drama. Milius’s heavy-handed direction
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sometimes slows the film, but the director’s
fans will appreciate his macho stylings and
philosophical musings, and surfing buffs will
love the spectacular surfing footage, including the dazzling stylings of world champion
Gerry Lopez. Lee Purcell, Patti D’Arbanville,
Barbara Hale, and Robert Englund costar,
with Milius himself in a cameo selling marijuana in Tijuana. Making its Blu-ray debut,
extras include audio commentary by Milius
and a retrospective featurette. Recommended.
(S. Axmaker)

Blood and Black Lace
HH1/2

VCI, 90 min., in Italian w/
English subtitles and Englishdubbed, not rated, Blu-ray/DVD
Combo: $19.99

This elegant 1964 film by
Mario Bava is one of the defining pioneering
films in the giallo genre. The original Italian
title translates to Six Women for an Assassin but
the American title Blood and Black Lace is far
more evocative of the psycho-sexual nature of
this elegant slasher pic with its mix of poetic
haunting beauty, Grand Guignol gore, and
sexual perversity. The thin plot concerns a
respected Italian fashion house, a murdered
model, cocaine, and a tell-all diary that seems
to implicate just about everyone connected
with the house of style. The disappearance of
the diary initiates a wholesale slaughter of the
remaining models. But the plot is secondary
to the spectacle of the dreamy dance of death,
as a faceless figure wrapped in a trenchcoat
stalks his (or her?) female victims. It is all
choreographed with sadistic precision and
delivered in lurid color, as the restlessly gliding camera snakes through the sets—kind of
like low-budget Hitchcock on speed. There’s
an undeniable edge of misogyny to the whole
thing, but the psycho-thriller aspects seem
beside the point as the narrative melts into
a near abstract display of choreography and
color. It’s a cult landmark of Italian horror,
but was also recently released in a superior
special edition from Arrow. On this Blu-ray/
DVD combo special edition, the DVD features
the Italian soundtrack plus two archival
actor interviews, while the Blu-ray carries
the English language version plus two new
commentary tracks. Both discs also include
photo galleries, video comparisons between
the U.S. and European cuts, and an isolated
music score. Although the Arrow release is
the better choice, this less expensive version
should be considered a strong optional purchase. (S. Axmaker)

Dragnet HH1/2

Shout! Factory, 106 min., PG-13, Blu-ray: $29.99

This 1987 take on the classic radio and
TV cop drama series that was created by
and starred Jack Webb as Sgt. Joe Friday is
not a remake but rather a spoof co-written
by Dan Aykroyd, who also stars as Friday’s
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nephew (also named Joe
Friday). Friday is a fastidious officer with a by-thebook approach to policing
and Aykroyd plays the role
with a clipped, rapid-fire
delivery that channels and
parodies Webb’s patter and square attitude.
Friday clashes with his new partner Streebek, a sloppy, freewheeling young detective
played by Tom Hanks with a whimsical
flair, as they take on a satanic cult (called
“P.A.G.A.N.”). The movie has fun with Friday
as a 1950s-style cop in the permissive world
of 1980s Los Angeles (he goes undercover
as a punk rocker) but also presents him as a
dedicated and tough officer who can hold his
own in a car chase or a fight. It only falters
in the over-the-top climax of explosions and
car wrecks that are jarringly out of place and
neither exciting nor funny. Harry Morgan
reprises his role as Gannon (Friday’s partner
in the 1960s version of the series), who is now
Friday’s exasperated commanding officer, and
Christopher Plummer and Dabney Coleman
costar in hammy performances. Debuting
on Blu-ray, extras include audio commentary
with pop culture historian Russell Dyball, an
interview with costar Alexandra Paul, and an
archival promo featurette. A strong optional
purchase. (S. Axmaker)

Elena Ferrante on Film
HHH

Film Movement, 2 discs, 200
min., in Italian w/English
subtitles, not rated, DVD:
$34.99, Blu-ray: $49.99

Although she has sold a
great many books, novelist
Elena Ferrante is perhaps best known for not
being known: the name is a pseudonym, and
despite efforts to determine who she (or he)
is, no consensus has been reached. With the
arrival of the new HBO miniseries My Brilliant Friend—based on Ferrante’s Neapolitan
quartet—there may be interest in this set
featuring two obscure Italian films inspired
by two other novels. Troubling Love (1995),
directed by Mario Martone and adapted
from Ferrante’s 1992 debut, follows a young
woman named Delia’s (Anna Bonaiuto) investigation after her mother drowns under
mysterious circumstances. Delia’s return to
Naples reconnects her with relatives and old
acquaintances while also rekindling unhappy
memories of a childhood with an abusive
father that are glimpsed in gauzy flashbacks.
Roberto Faenza’s The Days of Abandonment
(2005), based on Ferrante’s 2002 second
novel, recounts the psychological collapse
and gradual recovery of Olga (Margherita
Buy), whose husband Mario (Luca Zingaretti)
suddenly announces he is leaving her for
another woman. The lead performances are
quite good, although both films are basically
soap operas, albeit well-made productions
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that will appeal to fans of Ferrante’s work (and
the HBO series). Extras include interviews
with Bonaiuto, Buy, Martone, Faenza, and
Andrea Occhipinti (a producer on Troubling
Love); the featurette “Elena and the Books”;
and an illustrated booklet with introductions
to the movies and excerpts from letters exchanged by Ferrante and the filmmakers.
Recommended. (F. Swietek)

Fishy Stones H

IndiePix, 69 min., in Zulu w/
English subtitles, not rated,
DVD: $24.95

A blaxploitation film
from South Africa, director
Tonie van der Merwe’s Fishy
Stones was made in 1990 for
black audiences who were denied mainstream
entertainment under apartheid. Unfortunately, it is a ludicrous comedy-drama with
few redeeming qualities, although stars Popo
Gumede and Hector Mathanda make a classic
dumb buddies team. The two play thieves
who pull off a diamond heist and are chased
by cops into tall weeds. Tossing the bag of jewels, they break out of prison later to retrieve
their loot, only to discover that two teenagers
found it first and have hidden it. Many of
the scenes are roughly competent—an early
car chase makes liberal use of camera angles,
although the action takes far too long, as if
milking the movie’s running time. But overall
the lapses are in the script, where the story
ignores potential golden moments of comedy
or scares and simply grows monotonous. Not
recommended. (T. Keogh)

Midaq Alley HHH

Film Movement, 140 min., in
Spanish w/English subtitles, not
rated, DVD: $29.99, Blu-ray:
$39.99

Based on the novel by
Egyptian author and Nobel
laureate Naguib Mahfouz,
this 1994 drama presents
four intertwining stories set in a small
neighborhood in Mexico City (relocated from
the Cairo setting of the original novel). It is
best known in the U.S. for an early performance by future movie star Salma Hayek,
who appears in the film’s second story as
an impoverished young beauty lured into a
life of prostitution by a handsome businessman after her idealistic boyfriend leaves for
America. Ernesto Gómez Cruz stars in the
first tale as a married man and gay-bashing
bar owner whose sudden impulse to explore
his suppressed homosexual desires drives his
son to violence, and Margarita Sanz takes the
lead in the third story about a middle-aged
apartment manager who falls for a conniving
young man who has eyes on her wealth. The
fourth segment brings all of the stories and
characters together in a kind of extended
coda. Midaq Alley is a neo-realist drama that
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leans a bit towards soap opera, capturing the
lives of poor residents in a down-and-out
slum. The film swept the Ariel Awards—Mexico’s equivalent to the Oscars—winning more
awards than any other in Mexican film history, as well as numerous film festival prizes.
Long out of print, it is presented with a new
digital transfer on DVD and makes its debut
on Blu-ray with extras including behind-thescenes footage. Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Mr. Capra Goes to War:
Frank Capra’s World
War II Documentaries
HHH1/2

Olive, 310 min., not rated,
DVD: 2 discs, $24.99; Blu-ray:
$29.99

This excellent collection
features five films that famed Hollywood
director Frank Capra was involved in making
for the U.S. War Department between 1942
and 1945, including two of the seven Why
We Fight documentaries that were intended
for American servicemen: Prelude to War
(1942), compiled largely from found footage,
and The Battle of Russia (1943), which Capra
and Anatole Litvak fashioned from existing
material and Soviet footage. In addition, the
set contains several other films that Capra
oversaw: The Negro Soldier (1944), presented
in the form of a sermon recounting African
American contributions to U.S. history
while also offering a rosy-eyed view of the
treatment of black soldiers in the World
War II-era military; Tunisian Victory (1944),
about the North African campaign, which
used re-creations directed by John Huston
to replace footage lost when a ship carrying
the original material was sunk; and Your Job
in Germany (1945), written by Theodor Geisel
(Dr. Seuss) and designed to instruct American
servicemen facing occupation duty in the
defeated country about the dangers they
might face. The films—all extremely effective
as propaganda tools—have not been restored,
but even given the fact that much of the content is in the form of archival material, the
quality of the transfers is high. Extras include
introductions to each film by Capra biographer Joseph McBride, and the documentary
short Frank Capra: Why We Fight, featuring
pungent observations on the director’s career
and beliefs by McBride that are very much at
odds with conventional assessments. Highly
recommended. (F. Swietek)

The Naked Prey HHH
Criterion, 95 min., not rated,
Blu-ray: $39.99

Actor-director Cornel
Wilde’s 1965 take on the
survival drama of a human
who is hunted through the
wilds by a predatory hunter as sport—first
seen in the 1932 classic The Most Dangerous
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Game—is arguably the definitive, most visceral, and primal example of the genre. Inspired
by a real-life account on the American frontier but relocated to colonial South Africa, the
simple story charts the flight of a bush guide
(Wilde) who is captured by a disgruntled tribe
during an ivory-hunting safari and sent off
into the veldt, naked and unarmed, to be
hunted down for sport. As a director, Wilde
strips the ordeal to the essentials, not even
bothering with names (Wilde’s character
is called simply “The Man” in the credits)
and forgoing subtitles for the tribal African
dialogue (the better to capture the horror of
the unknown suffered by the captives). He
sets the action against the searing austerity
and matter-of-fact savagery of the African
wilds, where the man’s flight is just another
example of the animal survival instinct in
a predatory world. The film is notorious for
the tortures unleashed upon the captured
hunters for spectacle (not explicit but brutal),
but the blunt slaughter of elephants is as
grotesque as any of the cruelties faced by the
humans. Featuring a new HD transfer, extras
include audio commentary by film scholar
Stephen Prince, “John Colter’s Escape” (the
1912 record of the titular trapper’s flight from
Blackfoot Indians that inspired this film, read
aloud by Paul Giamatti), original soundtrack
cues created by Wilde and ethnomusicologist
Andrew Tracey, and a booklet with an essay
by film critic Michael Atkinson. Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

The Night Stalker HHH
Kino Lorber, 74 min., not rated,
DVD: $19.99, Blu-ray: $29.99

Darren McGavin first
played wisecracking newshound Carl Kolchak in this
1972 TV horror movie set
in the swinging ‘70s. The
eccentric, rumpled Kolchak has a nose for the
supernatural and he’s on the trail of a Las
Vegas serial killer, who leaves his victims
drained of blood and sporting twin holes
in the neck. Kolchak insists the killer is a
modern day vampire, which exasperates
his editor (Simon Oakland) and infuriates
the police, so he stalks the vampire himself,
armed with a silver cross, a wooden stake, and
an ever-present tape recorder and flashbulb
camera. Carol Lynley plays his understanding
girlfriend, and Ralph Meeker, Claude Akins,
Kent Smith, and Charles McGraw costar as the
Vegas cops and politicians Kolchak alienates
with his abrasive charm and smart mouth.
The quirky mix of horror and humor turned
The Night Stalker—produced by Dan Curtis
and directed by John Llewellyn Moxey from
a witty script by Richard Matheson—into one
of the highest-rated TV movies of all time.
It inspired a sequel (The Night Strangler, also
new to Blu-ray) and a short-lived TV series
(Kolchak: The Night Stalker), and was a major
inspiration for The X-Files (creator Chris
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Carter cast McGavin in a recurring role as a
retired X-Files veteran with an acerbic personality and a familiar rumpled wardrobe).
Extras include new commentary by film
historian Tim Lucas, new interviews with
director Moxey and composer Bob Cobert,
an archival interview with producer Curtis,
and a booklet. A cult film and TV landmark,
this is recommended. (S. Axmaker)

A Raisin in the Sun
HHHH

Criterion, 128 min., not rated,
DVD: $29.99, Blu-ray: $39.99

In this 1961 black-andwhite film of Lorraine Hansberry’s extraordinary stage
hit, director Daniel Petrie Sr.
graciously stays out of the way of the powerful
tale of an African American family struggling
with lack of opportunity and money, as well
as a crippling hopelessness. Much of the story
involves waiting for a $10,000 life insurance
payout to arrive in the mail, money that stirs
a fever of reckless ambition in Sidney Poitier’s
would-be entrepreneurial character Walter.
Walter is a proud man who wants to make
something of himself and take care of his
family. But racism, a lack of resources, and the
absence of common sense makes him his own
worst enemy. Meanwhile, his overwhelmed
wife, Ruth (Ruby Dee), does her best to keep
everything together while Walter sulks and
makes demands. A Raisin in the Sun is a kind
of group portrait of possible (though limited)
options for blacks in America before the Civil
Rights movement, one in which viewers see
the seeds of black pride sprouting. Extras
include various new and archival interviews
(with Hansberry and Petrie, among others),
a 2002 episode of “Theater Talk,” an excerpt
from the 1978 documentary Black Theatre:
The Making of a Movement (with a new introduction by director Woodie King Jr.), and
an essay by scholar Sarita Cannon. Highly
recommended. Editor’s Choice. (T. Keogh)

Rudolph Valentino
Collection: Volume 1 &
Volume 2 HH1/2

Flicker Alley, 140/170 min., not
rated, Blu-ray: $24.99 each

The work of the first
major male sex symbol of
Hollywood cinema is celebrated in these
two volumes of silent films making their
respective Blu-ray debuts. Volume 1 presents
two restored features. Eyes of Youth (1919),
starring Clara Kimball Young as a socialite
at a crossroads who is given the opportunity
to see three different possible futures in a
crystal ball, presents pre-fame Valentino
(billed as Rudolfo Valentino) in a small role
as a “cabaret parasite” hired to smear our
heroine’s reputation. And Valentino isn’t
even billed in the credits of the handsome
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nautical adventure Moran of the Lady Letty
(1922), but his star power is evident as a society dandy who is shanghaied by a crooked
captain and then becomes a capable first mate
on a modern pirate ship. Volume 2 presents
the best available versions of four additional
films. The nicest looking is Virtuous Sinners
(1919), which features Valentino in a small
part. Both A Society Sensation (1918), with
Valentino in an early role (billed as Rodolpho
De Valentina) as a wealthy playboy, and Stolen
Moments (1920), with Valentino as a society
cad, were edited down and re-released in
versions that favor Valentino’s role after he
became a star (the shorter versions are all that
survive). Valentino was a major star when he
made The Young Rajah (1922), which has been
lost and is presented here in a reconstruction
pieced together from fragments of footage,
still photos, re-created title cards, and plot
summaries of missing scenes. All of the films
include musical scores. A strong optional
purchase. (S. Axmaker)

Umbango HH1/2

IndiePix, 68 min., in Zulu w/
English subtitles, not rated,
DVD: $24.95

Over the first half of the
20th century, hundreds
of so-called race films, designed for black audiences
during the era of legal segregation, were
independently made in the United States.
A similar practice occurred in South Africa
under the system of apartheid, although
“B-scheme” movies, as they are called, were
actually subsidized by the government as a
form of diversion for repressed blacks. Most
are lost, but IndiePix Films is releasing a
surviving handful in its “Retro Afrika”
series. This 1985 Western is directed by
Tonie van der Merwe, a former construction
boss who helmed more than a dozen films
(including Fishy Stones, also reviewed in this
issue). In purely cinematic terms, Umbango
is obviously deficient, sporting a plot that
is pure Hollywood B-movie fodder: Jet and
Owen have settled in a small town where
they hope to buy a ranch, and Jet even
dreams of marrying pretty Molly. But KK,
a brutal cuss who blames the cowpokes for
putting his brother in prison, arrives with
a bunch of hired thugs to exact revenge
and a gunfight ultimately settles matters.
Many of the scenes and much of the dialogue (in Zulu) seem clumsily improvised;
the acting is amateurish (Popo Gumede,
Hector Mathanda, and Kay Magubane are
listed as stars, but the credits are sketchy
so it’s hard to tell who is playing which
characters); the technical quality is mediocre; and the digital restoration fails to
restore the color to a print that has turned
light brown. Nonetheless, Umbango carries
historical significance, and while it will
only be a curio for most viewers, it should
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be considered a strong optional purchase
for archive collections in the areas of film
and African history. (F. Swietek)

Universal Classic
Monsters: Complete 30Film Collection HHHH
Universal, 24 discs, 2,764 min.,
not rated, Blu-ray: $149.98,

Universal has been upgrading and repackaging
its library of classic monster movies (and
franchises) launched from the 1930s-‘50s
since the birth of DVD. This ultimate compilation features 4K restorations of all 30
films in the collection, spearheaded by the
horror film landmarks Dracula (1931) with
Bela Lugosi; Frankenstein (1931), The Mummy
(1932), and The Bride of Frankenstein (1935),
all starring Boris Karloff; The Invisible Man
(1933) and the Technicolor Phantom of
the Opera (1943), both with Claude Rains;
The Wolf Man (1941) starring Lon Chaney
Jr.; Creature from the Black Lagoon (1954),
presented in standard and 3D versions;
and the Spanish language Dracula (1931).
Also included are sequels such as Dracula’s
Daughter (1936), Son of Frankenstein (1939),
and Werewolf of London (1935), with all of
the commentary tracks, featurettes, and
other supplements from earlier releases.
It essentially compiles four previously
released Blu-ray Legacy Collection sets
(Dracula, Frankenstein, The Wolf Man, and
The Mummy), plus the new Creature from
the Black Lagoon and The Invisible Man collections released last year. This will mean
some overlap for those who have already
purchased earlier Blu-ray releases, along
with the duplication already built into
this collection (there are three copies of
the funny and creepy Abbott and Costello
Meet Frankenstein and mad monster parties
House of Frankenstein and House of Dracula,
and two of the first monster team-up flick
Frankenstein Meets the Wolf Man). But overall
this is a cost-effective instant collection
upgrade to Blu-ray. Highly recommended.
Editor’s Choice. (S. Axmaker)

Online
Visit Video Librarian Online (www.
videolibrarian.com) during January
and February for DVD/Blu-ray-specific
comments added to the video movies
reviewed here, as well as new reviews of
current and classic films, including: Bad
Time at the El Royale, Buddies, Cross of Iron,
Gone Crazy, Good Times, Goosebumps 2,
The Hate U Give, Hell Fest, Johnny English
Strikes Again, Les Parents Terribles, The
Man Who Cheated Himself, The Old Man
& the Gun, Sisters, and much more!
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TV on Video
The Affair: Season Four
HHH

Paramount, 4 discs, 590 min.,
not rated, DVD: $39.99

This Showtime original
series about the reverberations of an affair through
the lives of two couples
and their families continues to explore the
emotional fallout—as well as the lingering
emotional ties—years after the titular inciting incident. Novelist Noah (Dominic
West) is now divorced from Alison (Ruth
Wilson) and has moved to Los Angeles to
be near his children from his first marriage
to Helen (Maura Tierney), the latter now
remarried to a successful surgeon (Omar
Metwally). Cole (Joshua Jackson), Alison’s
first husband, is married to Luisa (Catalina
Sandino Moreno), an undocumented immigrant living in fear of being discovered,
but he still worries about Alison, who
has a history of depression and impulsive
actions. When Alison goes missing in the
final episodes of the season, Cole teams up
with Noah to find her. Sanaa Lathan joins
the cast this season as the principal of the
charter school where Noah teaches English
literature and Christopher Meyer plays
her son Anton, a gifted writer who Noah
encourages. Each episode is presented in a
split narrative—one half from the perspective of each of the two major characters,
often with contradictory portrayals of the
same events, and that aesthetic builds to a
shocking extreme in the penultimate episode of the season. The Affair continues to
be an intelligent and engaging drama about
complicated emotions and contradictory
human nature. Presenting all 10 episodes
from the 2018 fourth season, extras include
a behind-the-scenes featurette and character profiles. Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Barry: The Complete
First Season HHH1/2

HBO, 238 min., TV-MA, DVD:
$19.99

Bill Hader stars as Barry
Berkman, a troubled, unhappy hitman who discovers a passion (if not exactly
a talent) for acting in this dark comedy
produced for HBO. An Iraq veteran unable
to adjust to civilian life, Barry is easily manipulated by his handler Fuches (Stephen
Root), who sends him from the Midwest to
Los Angeles on a job for the Chechen mob.
When he discovers an acting class run
by Gene Cousineau (Henry Winkler), he
decides to join the group and leave his old
life behind, but he’s pulled back in as the
Chechens come after him and the police
follow clues back to the acting group. Sarah
Goldberg costars as Sally, an aspiring actress
frustrated by her limited opportunities and
Paula Newsome is Detective Moss, who is
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romanced by acting teacher Cousineau.
What begins as a crime comedy about a
seemingly nice guy trapped in a violent
culture becomes increasingly serious in the
final episodes of the season, when Barry’s
insistence that he’s really a good guy is
challenged by decisions he makes to protect his newfound life. The series surprised
critics and viewers, who expected a cheeky
comedy but discovered a spiky, provocative show with as much pathos as humor.
Barry won three Emmy awards, including
acting trophies for Hader and Winkler, and
has been nominated for several Golden
Globes. Presenting all eight episodes from
the 2018 debut season, extras include a behind-the-scenes featurette and “Inside the
Episode” segments. Highly recommended.
(S. Axmaker)

C.B. Strike: The Series
HHH

Warner, 2 discs, 449 min., not
rated, DVD: $24.99

Tom Burke plays pr ivate detective Cormoran
“C.B.” Strike and Holliday
Grainger is his assistant
Robin Ellacott in this 2017-18 BBC/Cinemax
co-produced series based on the novels written by J.K. Rowling under the pseudonym
Robert Galbraith. Cormoran is a war veteran
who lost a leg in Iraq and Robin arrives from
a temp agency to be his office manager. She
proves to be so sharp and adept that Cormoran eventually makes her an assistant
and then partner in the business. The series
presents three feature-length stories (each
based on one of the Galbraith novels) over
seven episodes: “The Cuckoo’s Calling,”
which looks into the death of a supermodel
that was ruled suicide by the police; “The
Silkworm,” which investigates the brutal
murder of an author after he writes a scathing novel that caricatures his publisher and
fellow authors; and “Career of Evil,” which
finds Cormoran himself becoming the target
of a campaign to destroy his business and
reputation. Set in contemporary London,
it’s a modern mystery series featuring an
old-school PI who drinks too much, lives
out of his office, and prizes justice over good
business sense. The mysteries themselves are
intriguing and the shows are well-produced,
built on the respectful, platonic relationship
between the divorced Cormoran, who has
no romantic life, and Robin, who becomes
devoted to her work, to the dismay of her
fiancé (Kerr Logan), who really, really dislikes
Cormoran. Burke brings an easy, low-key
charm to Cormoran and Grainger reveals a
gutsy, passionate undercurrent as Robin, and
their chemistry is convincing and natural.
C.B. Strike is likely to appeal to fans of both
British and American detective dramas. Extras include behind-the-scenes featurettes.
Recommended. (S. Axmaker)
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DC’s Legends of
Tomorrow: The Complete
Third Season HHH
Warner, 762 min., not rated,
DVD: 4 discs, $24.99; Blu-ray:
3 discs, $44.99

The most comic of the
CW superhero shows, Legends of Tomorrow
features a colorful but often sloppy and dysfunctional team of heroes who travel through
time to save the world, although their often
idiosyncratic methods have a tendency to create additional problems. And that is where the
third season opens, as the team—disbanded
by the newly-formed Time Bureau—is reunited after Julius Caesar is sent forward in time
through a time rip. With Sara/White Canary
(Caity Lotz) in the Captain’s seat, the old team
is joined by new members Zari (Tala Ashe),
an outlaw rebel from the future, and Wally
West/Kid Flash (Keiynan Lonsdale) to fix
other timeline tears and battle this season’s
villain, Damien Darhk (Neal McDonough).
Along the way, they encounter P.T. Barnum
(Billy Zane) in the Old West, Helen of Troy
in Golden Age Hollywood, Gorilla Grodd in
the jungles of Vietnam, and young Barack
Obama in college. It’s a busy show that paints
the heroes as a reckless, amateurish bunch
in the first half of the season, but eventually
finds its balance between action, character
humor, and superhero drama. Compiling all
21 episodes from the 2017-18 third season,
extras include behind-the-scenes featurettes,
crossover episodes, deleted scenes, and a gag
reel. Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

The Durrells in Corfu:
The Complete Third
Season HHH
PBS, 2 discs, 360 min., not
rated, DVD: $39.99

This British family comedy-drama, based on the
autobiographical Corfu Trilogy by respected naturalist, conservationist,
and author Gerald Durrell, offers a lovely,
lighthearted escape to a sunny paradise while
taking significant liberties with the source
material. Ostensibly a chronicle of the lives
of the Durrell family—widowed mother
Louisa Durrell (Keeley Hawes) and her four
children—after they move to the Greek island of Corfu in 1935, the series has become
more reliant on sitcom situations than biographical events. Middle son Leslie (Callum
Woodhouse) juggles three girlfriends at once,
eldest son Lawrence (Josh O’Connor) meets
Henry Miller (who romances his mother!)
during a trip back to England, Gerald (Milo
Parker) acquires a growing menagerie on the
family property, and in the season finale all
are involved with a traveling circus troupe
performing on the island. It plays like a riff
on the familiar British genre of the outsider
navigating the eccentricities of the rural small
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town, and never questions the arrogance of
the British family abroad who (apart from Leslie) never bother to learn the local language
and are generally oblivious, self-involved,
and offhandedly rude. At the same time, the
series is warm, fun, and lovely to look at, with
gorgeous hills, sun-dappled beaches, and the
colorful island life of Corfu. Compiling all
eight episodes from the 2018 third season,
extras include behind-the-scenes featurettes.
Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Dynasty: Season One
HH1/2

Paramount, 6 discs, 926 min.,
not rated, DVD: $39.99

ABC’s 1980s primetime
soap has been resuscitated
by the CW (just as its inspiration—CBS’s Dallas—was
briefly by TNT). The reimagining of the saga
of the ultra-rich Carrington family has led to
changes. The locale is no longer Denver but
Atlanta; some originally Caucasian characters
have become African American or Hispanic;
and the homosexuality of one important
figure is treated less circumspectly. But in
many other ways, the new series follows
the template of the old. The remarriage of
business mogul Blake Carrington (Grant
Show) to young, beautiful Cristal (Nathalie
Kelley) causes a rupture with his ambitious
daughter Fallon (Elizabeth Gillies), who
schemes with Blake’s rival Jeff Colby (Sam
Adegoke) to secure power for herself. The
narrative moves much more quickly than in
the old series, with many characters to keep
track of, including Blake’s calculating ex-wife
Alexis—introduced in the second season
of the ’80s Dynasty in the person of Joan
Collins—who shows up here at mid-season,
played by Nicollette Sheridan. The furious
pace of betrayals, killings, hostage-takings,
impostures, and shocking revelations, is more
in line with contemporary expectations, with
a number of catfights thrown in for good
measure. Presenting all 22 episodes of the
2017-18 debut season, extras include deleted
scenes and a gag reel. An over-the-top guilty
pleasure, this is a strong optional purchase.
(F. Swietek)

East West 101: Series 3
HH1/2
RLJ, 2 discs, 377 min., not
rated, DVD: $39.99

This third and final season of the Australian cop
drama set in a culturally diverse part of Sydney begins
with an armored car heist that leads detective
Travis (Matt Nable)—a military veteran who
served in Iraq—to assume it is the work of
Islamic extremists. And that puts him at
odds with his colleague Zane (Don Hany), a
devout Muslim caught between his Arab and
Australian identities, and the gulf between

J A N U A R Y / F E B R U A R Y

2 0 1 9

the pair only grows as the evidence points
to a civilian militia that contracts with governments, some of whom served with Travis.
While this situation plays out over the entire
season, there are also individual cases along
the way that take on sexual assault, sexism
in the department, and PTSD. But it also offers more instances of officers who let their
emotions override procedure as they become
personally involved: Travis becomes angrier
and more self-righteous as he tries to protect
former brothers in arms, and the commanding officer (Susie Porter) risks a case against
a serial rapist by putting her career ahead of
justice. The show takes on racism and culture
clash, yet it sidelines Zane’s Pacific Islander
partner Sonny (Aaron Fa’aoso) for most of
the drama. Along with the increasing level
of dysfunction of the squad, this makes for
an alternately engaging and frustrating show
with provocative storylines, vivid action
sequences, and volatile personalities. Compiling all seven episodes from 2011, extras
include a behind-the-scenes featurette and
deleted scenes. A strong optional purchase.
(S. Axmaker)

Elementary: The Sixth
Season HHH

Paramount, 6 discs, 885 min.,
not rated, DVD: $53.99

The producers of this
modern take on the Sherlock
Holmes stories, starring Jonny Lee Miller as Holmes and
Lucy Liu as Joan Watson, the latter a former
surgeon and sober companion who becomes
his partner and is a talented detective in her
own right, knew the show was possibly endangered when they embarked on this sixth
season, so they developed it with the idea that
it could be the final one. Both Sherlock and
Joan face a death in the family that prompts
them to contemplate their complicated relationships. Meanwhile, Holmes confronts a
medical diagnosis that threatens his cognitive
abilities and, by extension, his sobriety, and
he finds support from a fellow recovering
addict (Desmond Harrington) who turns out
to be a serial killer engaging in a cat-andmouse game with the detective. And Aidan
Quinn’s Captain Gregson faces his own crisis
when his daughter—also a police officer—is
traumatized when the serial killer targets
her best friend. The show continues to delve
into issues of addiction and treatment and
explores the deepening friendship between
Sherlock and Joan, and there are return visits
from Sherlock’s father Morland (John Noble)
as Holmes struggles to resolve their troubled
relationship. The season ends with a twist that
serves as a fitting farewell episode, although
an abbreviated seventh and final season has
been announced for 2019. Compiling all 21
episodes from the 2018 sixth season, extras
include behind-the-scenes featurettes and
deleted scenes. Recommended. (S. Axmaker)
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The Gifted: The Complete
First Season HHH
Fox, 3 discs, 569 min., not
rated, DVD: $29.99

The “gifted” of the title of
this superhero series are mutants: humans with genetic
anomalies who develop inexplicable powers sometime in their teenage
years. But the title is also ironic, as these
“gifts” make them feared by the rest of the
population and hunted by a hostile government that prosecutes and imprisons anyone
who exhibits mutant powers, regardless of
intent. The Gifted, which draws on the Marvel
Comics X-Men universe, begins with parents
Reed (Stephen Moyer), a government prosecutor who puts mutants away, and Caitlin
(Amy Acker) discovering that their daughter
Lauren (Natalie Alyn Lind) and son Andy
(Percy Hynes White) have developed mutant
powers; they go into hiding with the Mutant
Underground, a group of young adults helping fellow persecuted mutants. Coby Bell
costars as a cop who lost a child to a mutant
incident and joins a private security outfit
that captures and experiments on mutants to
harness their powers, and his anger and moral
struggles become a part of the story. The Gifted
boasts an interesting array of special effects,
and it offers a metaphor for bigotry and fear
of those who are different, giving it topical
resonance in the current social climate. Compiling all 12 episodes from the 2017-18 debut
season, this is recommended. (S. Axmaker)

The Good Fight: Season
Two HHH1/2

Paramount, 4 discs, 651 min.,
not rated, DVD: $39.99

The second season of
this spin-off series from
The Good Wife doubles down
on the political satire developed in the debut season. The central law
firm, which made its reputation defending
civil rights, finds itself under fire during the
Trump presidency and things get personal
as the firm spends as much time defending
its own people from government attacks as it
does representing its clients. The show plays
with the upending of political norms with
surreal news stories of Trump, which are
later revealed as something like hallucinations experienced by the disillusioned Diane
Lockhart (Christine Baranski). Audra McDonald joins the cast as Liz Reddick-Lawrence,
daughter of a founding partner and ex-wife
of senior partner Adrian (Delroy Lindo). And
Lucca (Cush Jumbo), who came to the firm
with Diane, discovers that she is pregnant by
her former boyfriend (Justin Bartha), a federal
attorney who runs for an open congressional
seat this season. For all the satire of the new
political culture (including a lampoon of Fox
News), the Democratic Party isn’t shown to
be any more idealistic or honorable when
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they contact the firm. Like The Good Wife,
this series tackles current issues and contemporary culture with humor and features a
superb guest cast (including Gary Cole, Carrie
Preston, and Margo Martindale). Compiling
all 13 episodes from the 2018 second season,
extras include deleted scenes and a gag reel.
Highly recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Killing Eve HHH1/2

BBC, 2 discs, 338 min., not
rated, DVD: $24.99, Blu-ray:
$29.99

BBC America’s clever,
compelling, and mordantly funny spy thriller stars
Sandra Oh, who earned
Emmy and Golden Globe nominations as
Eve Polastri, a low-level security agent for
MI5 who has traced a series of unsolved
assassinations to a single, unidentified contract killer. Jodie Comer steals every scene
as Villanelle, a brilliant, unpredictable Russian assassin in Paris who draws attention
to herself in a particularly flamboyant hit
that leaves a trail of dead bodies. Eve is
made head of a covert team to track down
the mysterious killer and as they close in
on her identity, Villanelle identifies Eve and
turns the confl ict into a game of cat-andmouse, emphasis on “game.” The series,
shot in England and Europe and featuring
an international cast, adds ingenious twists
to the familiar spy thriller conventions of
brilliant killers and obsessive agents, and
not just because the protagonists are women
in a male-dominated world. Based on novels
by Luke Jennings, the series was created
and developed by actress/writer Phoebe
Waller-Bridge (Fleabag). Compiling all eight
episodes from the 2018 debut season, extras include behind-the-scenes featurettes.
Highly recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Modern Family: The
Complete Ninth Season
HHH1/2
Fox, 3 discs, 473 min., not
rated, DVD: $29.99

By the ninth season,
Modern Family had settled
into familiar rhythms as
it continued to follow the extended family
as the children grow up and adults shift to
new jobs and careers (or in the case of Ed
O’Neill’s patriarch Jay, retirement). There
are no real surprises here as Claire (Julie
Bowen) takes over the company her father
built, Mitchell (Jesse Tyler Ferguson) and
Phil (Ty Burrell) struggle to fi nd new jobs,
brainy Alex (Ariel Winter) thrives in college,
awkward Manny (Rico Rodriguez) reinvents
himself as a ladies man as he studies theater,
and social maven Haley (Sarah Hyland)
gets a job working for a celebrity lifestyle
company. Naturally, there are Halloween
and Thanksgiving episodes (although no
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Christmas episode this year) and it all ends
with summer break for the kids. The guest
cast includes Chris Martin, Terry Bradshaw,
and Billy Crystal, who spoof themselves.
Although ratings have dropped somewhat
over the years, it remains a popular comedy
and a very funny show that combines classic sitcom situations with the mockumentary format, while embracing the diversity of
the changing American family. Compiling
all 22 episodes from the 2017-18 ninth
season, extras include a gag reel. Highly
recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Poldark: The Complete
Fourth Season HHH

PBS, 3 discs, 450 min., not
rated, DVD: $44.99, Blu-ray:
$54.99

This latest season of the
BBC’s period-dress soap opera is based on The Angry
Tide—the seventh of Winston Graham’s novels about brooding hero Ross Poldark (Aidan
Turner)—which covers the last years of the
18th century while also emphasizing the two
major plot threads that have dominated from
the start. One is Poldark’s endless battle with
conniving George Warleggan (Jack Farthing),
who has married Ross’s erstwhile intended,
Elizabeth (Heida Reed): George suspects his
child with Elizabeth is not actually his. The
other centers on the domestic difficulties of
Ross and his wife, Demelza (Eleanor Tomlinson), where infidelities—real and imagined—sporadically rock the marriage. This
season sees the action moving for a time to
London, where both Ross and George become
MPs representing opposing views, and there
are numerous deaths (by hanging, accident,
violence, and illness), including those of some
major characters. Economic distress continues to plague Cornwall as Warleggan schemes
to profit from the misery and Poldark tries to
defend the downtrodden, while secondary
characters—especially friends and relatives of
the Poldarks—experience both triumphs and
tragedies. Poldark has always felt like a period
version of Dallas or Dynasty, and it trades as
shamelessly as ever on Turner’s physique. But
it’s also an addictive guilty pleasure. Compiling all eight episodes from the 2018 fourth
season, extras include behind-the-scenes
featurettes. Recommended. (F. Swietek)

Scorpion: The Final Season HH1/2

Paramount, 6 discs, 920 min., not rated, DVD:
$46.99

The fourth and final season of the
high-concept show about a team of eccentric
geniuses who contract their services out to
solve problems for both government agencies
and private companies opens with super-genius leader Walter (Elyes Gabel) and civilian
Paige (Katharine McPhee)—who helps the
team deal with the outside world—navigating
a tricky romance. It’s just another challenge
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for the geek squad who
bring sophisticated concepts and practical science
to often deadly situations
on a weekly basis. Scorpion
offers another take on the
familiar TV trope of the
intellectually brilliant but
socially challenged expert,
with stereotypes out of The Big Bang Theory
and adventures out of MacGyver. But while
the show’s pro-science theme is positive,
the characters are often cartoonish, and the
plots tends to fall into predictable rhythms:
the team applies a sophisticated solution
to a unique situation (from terrorist attack
to natural disaster), then improvises when
inevitable complications arise (often caused
by their own unconventional engineering),
with individual eccentricities played broadly
to add conflict to the drama. After a strong
first season, the ratings dropped off, but the
series still maintained a fan base, thanks to
the colorful personalities and lively chemistry. Compiling all 22 episodes from 2017-18,
extras include behind-the-scenes featurettes,
deleted scenes, and a gag reel. A strong optional purchase. (S. Axmaker)

Silicon Valley: The
Complete Fifth Season
HHH

HBO, 231 min., TV-MA, DVD:
$19.99

The fifth season of HBO’s
satire of software startups
and Bay Area tech culture follows yet another pivot for software engineer Richard
Hendricks (Thomas Middleditch), whose
algorithm is now being developed to create
a new, decentralized Internet, but his new
funding source threatens to compromise
his altruistic vision. Richard and his team
of rebels are targeted with a hostile takeover
by both their former fi nancial backer and
their old nemesis, Gavin Belson (Matt Ross),
founder of the Google-like behemoth Hooli.
Richard, who has terrible social skills and no
mind for business, is forced into a leadership
position as his team grows, while his two
coding partners—Dinesh (Kumail Nanjiani)
and Gilfoyle (Martin Starr)—remain just as
petty and competitive. Co-created by Mike
Judge, the series satirizes stereotypes of the
nerdy culture of computer coders and the
egos of tech millionaires and startup investors, and adds Chinese software piracy to this
season’s mix. Its portrait of cutthroat business
politics and misfit creators is exaggerated but
the satire of the new tech company world
resonates as it riffs on real-world entities
(Google, Facebook) and personalities, with
a mix of nerd humor and workplace comedy
that offers a savvy take on the 21st-century
version of the American Dream. Compiling
all eight episodes from 2018, this is recommended. (S. Axmaker)
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CHILDREN’S
Elizabeth Warren: Nevertheless, She
Persisted HHH

(2018) 22 min. DVD: $38.99. Dreamscape Media.
PPR. Closed captioned. ISBN: 978-1-9749-1436-4.

Backed with occasional patriotic music,
this iconographic-animated adaptation of
Susan Wood’s 2018 picture-book biography
introduces U.S. Senator Elizabeth Warren,
beginning with her childhood in Oklahoma,
where her comfortable life was shattered after
her father had a heart attack when Elizabeth
was 12, forcing the family into dire financial
straits. In rather sweet yet commanding
tones, Amy Rubinate narrates the story, which
follows Elizabeth into adulthood as a student,
wife, mother, attorney, law professor, and
U.S. Senator from Massachusetts. Illustrator
Sarah Green’s muted watercolor illustrations
receive slight animation as hands wave, heads
bob, and bodies move, while background
sound effects of phones ringing, hammers
pounding, and hands clapping enliven the
story of how persistence paid off for Warren,
who remains a “tireless fighter” for her constituents and others in need. A concluding
author’s note presents more facts about the
senator’s life. Also including a read-along
option, this timely profile is recommended.
Aud: I, P. (S. Beauregard)

Elmo’s World: Elmo Explores! HHH

(2018) 122 min. DVD: $14.98. Shout! Factory
(avail. from most distributors). Closed captioned.

Street’s furry red monster preschooler compiles 13 episodes that combine real-life footage—especially of kids acting out something
pertaining to the selected topic—animation,
puppetry, and Elmo’s “Happy Dance” song.
Each vignette kicks off with Elmo asking his
pal Smartie (an anthropomorphic smartphone) about subjects including “Painting,”
“Cooking” (with viewers using matching and
counting to help Elmo create a mushroom
avocado quesadilla), “Homes,” “Habitats”
(with brief cameos from Big Bird and Oscar
the Grouch), “Books,” “Seasons,” “Siblings,”
and more. Also featuring intercut segments
in which Elmo visits with mute wacky
neighbor “Mr. Noodle” (played by several
actors, including Hamilton’s Grammy and
Tony-winning Daveed Diggs), the standout
episodes here are “Father’s Day” (with the
inclusion of stepdads or two dads), “Skin”
(very carefully done), and “Colors” (fun
with mixing primary paints). Bonus features
include two episodes of the British spin-off
series The Furchester Hotel, and three classic
episodes of Elmo’s World. Recommended. Aud:
K, P. (J. Williams-Wood)

Hello Kitty & Friends: Let’s Learn
Together, Collection 1 HHH

(2017) 70 min. Blu-ray: $14.99. Sentai Kids (avail.
from most distributors).

Offering simple life lessons for young
viewers, this Japanese animated series
(which includes an English-language option)
gently but firmly teaches tykes how to take
care of themselves and others, and to do
what they can to help out family members.
Various short episodes focus on safe places
(parks) and unsafe places (streets, parking
lots) to play, with imagined scenarios that
demonstrate the dangers of bad decisions.
One episode centers on helping out at meal

times by clearing dishes and cleaning the
table, while another focuses on keeping
toys from getting under foot. Forgiving
others, learning to tell time, sleeping alone,
noting size differences between different
animals, and discovering the joys of origami are among the topics covered in this
10-episode collection aimed at expanding a
young viewer’s understanding of the world.
Recommended. [Note: Hello Kitty & Friends:
Let’s Learn Together, Collection 2 is also newly
available.] Aud: K, P. (T. Keogh)

Lots & Lots of Animal Songs for Kids
HHH
(2018) 75 min. DVD: $14.95 ($19.95 w/PPR).
Marshall Publishing. ISBN: 978-1-936134-75-5.

This title compiles 40 music videos taken from the Lots & Lots of Animal Stories
franchise. Viewers familiar with the series
will recognize Miss Danni Donkey, who
appears in some of the songs either alone or
accompanied by exuberant young dancers.
The DVD menu allows users to choose songs
relating to bears, whales, birdies, froggies,
donkeys, or foxes, or simply play the program
in its entirety. The first songs relate to teddy,
panda, polar, and other types of bears, who
dance, surf, and sing, among other antics. The
original songs are accompanied by live-action shots of Danni and the kids, colorful
animation, photos, and puppetry, while the
music itself reflects a wide range of styles,
encompassing country, light rock, opera, big
band, and more (in one cute segment, four
animated frogs sing a barbershop-quartet
tune). While subtle messages about the environment, self-esteem, friendship, acceptance,
and other child-friendly topics sometimes
crop up, the focus here is mainly on fun and
entertainment. Recommended. Aud: K, E, P.
(S. Beauregard)

Dreamers HHH1/2

(2018) 15 min. DVD: $38.99. Dreamscape Media. PPR. Closed
captioned. ISBN: 978-1-9749-0823-3.

Award-winning author and illustrator Yuyi Morales’s lovely
2018 picture book tells the story of her immigrant experience—
how she “made it to the other side” from Mexico, arriving in Texas in 1994 with her young son, Kelly, and having no knowledge
of the English language. After discovering the library, “books
became our language,” opening up Yuyi and Kelly’s lives to the
joys of reading, learning, and dreaming. Narrated by Adriana
Sananes and backed by atmospheric guitar music, this iconographic-animated adaptation shines a spotlight on Morales’s poetic narrative and her
outstanding mixed-media illustrations, which are comprised of pen drawings and
other images reflective of acrylic, embroidery, photography, and traditional Mexican
fabrics. Some Spanish words, such as amor, are sprinkled throughout, while the closing
views of a child holding a book reinforce the messages about literacy and learning.
Immediately following the main program is an essay read by Sananes in which the
author-illustrator talks more about immigrating to the U.S. and her inspiration for
the book’s words and eye-popping illustrations. Also featuring a read-along option,
this entertaining program designed to acquaint young viewers with the immigrant
experience is highly recommended. Aud: K, E, P. (S. Beauregard)

The latest collection featuring Sesame
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Pixar Short Films Collection: Volume 3
HHH
(2018) 76 min. Blu-ray/DVD Combo: $39.99.
Buena Vista Home Entertainment (avail. from
most distributors). SDH captioned.

As in earlier entries, this latest compilation
of Pixar shorts features a mix of original

works and movie tie-in themed cartoons.
Notable from the former category are Domee
Shi’s charming “Bao,” the story of a mother
with child separation issues; Alan Barillaro’s
Oscar-winning “Piper,” in which a mother
sandpiper teaches her chick survival skills;
Dave Mullins’s Oscar nominee “Lou,” a

Muddy: The Story of Blues Legend Muddy Waters HHH1/2
(2018) 20 min. DVD: $38.99. Dreamscape Media. PPR. ISBN: 978-197490-6-826.

Featuring surreal abstract elements, bright neon colors, and
lifelike browns, oranges, and swirls of green and blue combined
with photo and newspaper imagery—all backed by a bluesy
soundtrack—this is an iconographic-animated adaptation of the
2017 New York Times Best Illustrated Book and NPR Best Book
of the Year by author Michael Mahin and illustrator Evan Turk.
Earnestly narrated by Damany Jackson, the story covers the life
of blues musician McKinley Morganfield (1915-83)—aka Muddy Waters—from his
Mississippi upbringing with Grandma Della (who introduced him to church music but
still enjoyed his version of “fish fry music” on makeshift instruments), to his balancing
of guitar practice and playing jukejoints with working the fields in sharecropping, to
his key move to Chicago. Also looking at Waters’s struggle to get his records made the
way he wanted, Muddy charts its subject’s rise to glory after people realized his genius
(including superfans the Beatles), while also exploring how the Great Migration and
Southern racism ultimately led not only to the Chicago blues movement but also
inspired the birth of rock ‘n’ roll. Also featuring a read-along option, this fine tribute
to an American blues legend is highly recommended. Aud: E, I, P. (J. Williams-Wood)

funny and touching parable that finds the
items in a lost and found box teaching the
playground bully a lesson; and Saschka
Unseld’s “The Blue Umbrella,” a love story—with umbrellas—featuring Jon Brion’s
memorable title instrumental (which also
serves as the disc menu music). The movie
tie-in shorts are spun-off from Cars, Inside
Out, and Monsters, Inc., with one of the best
being the Toy Story-related “Partysaurus Rex.”
Also including two mini-movies (Cars and
Finding Dory shorts), this is a solid collection
with a few true standouts. Recommended.
Aud: P. (R. Pitman)

Super Sentai Chojin Sentai Jetman: The
Complete Series HHH

(1992) 8 discs. 1,020 min. In Japanese w/English
subtitles. DVD: $59.99. Shout! Factory (avail. from
most distributors).

Shout! Factory has been releasing original Japanese versions of the formulaic TV
fantasy-action Sentai shows that would later
(or concurrently) be adapted, with Western
actors and English dialogue inserts, as the
various Power Rangers superhero adventures.
Compared to the 14 (!) earlier Sentai series,
Chojin Sentai Jetman (1991-92) is Nippon
kitsch of a rare level, its garish costumes and
plotlines verging on surrealism. In the late
(cont. on pg. 45)
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In the multipart documentary series,
Based on Andrew Solomonʼs award-winning,
BROKEN PLACES interweaves
AMERICA TO ME Academy Award- nominated longitudinal narratives, developed from critically acclaimed, New York Times bestselling
non-fiction book, FAR FROM THE TREE
filmmaker Steve James examines a
40 years of archived footage,
follows families meeting extraordinary
high school that encompasses a racial, economic with commentary from nationally
challenges through love,empathy,
and cultural mix that reflects the nation
renowned experts in neurobiology and
and understanding. This life-affirming
as a whole. Posing complex and controversial early childhood development in order
documen encourages us to cherish loved
documentary
questions, the film wrestles with crucial
to illuminatethe devastating impact
ones for all they are, not who they
issues, including the effects of race and
of childhood adversity as well as the
might have been.
privilege on education.
factors that can foster resilience.

At the age of 85, U.S. Supreme Court
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg has developed a
lengthy legal legacy while becoming an
unexpected pop culture icon. But the unique
personal journey of her rise to the nation's
highest court has been largely unknown –
until now
n thanks to RBG,
the revelatory documentary exploring
Ginsburgʼs exceptional life and career.

TO ORDER OR TO LEARN MORE contact Allie Silvestri: allie@rocofilms.com VISIT THE REST OF OUR COLLECTION at www.rocoeducational.com
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2018 Best Documentaries
The Force (Kino Lorber, 92 min., DVD: $29.95).
Director Peter Nicks’s documentary centers on the police department in Oakland,
CA, which has a history of
community relations problems, but also employs law
enforcement officers who
are trying to do their best. (VL-3/18)

2018

The following list, selected and compiled
by Video Librarian staff, honors the best new
documentaries reviewed in the magazine and
online during 2018. Unless otherwise noted,
titles are available from most distributors.
7 8/5 2 : H i t c h c o c k ’s
Shower Scene (Shout! Factory, 92 min., Blu-ray/DVD
Combo: $29.99). Director
Alexandre O. Philippe’s documentary focuses on the
infamous shower scene in
Alfred Hitchcock’s Psycho.
(VL-7/18)
Abacus: Small Enough
to Jail (PBS, 90 min., DVD:
$24.99 [$54.99 w/PPR from
www.teacher.shop.pbs.org]).
Filmmaker Steve James’s
PBS-aired documentary centers on the Abacus Bank,
founded to cater to NYC’s
Chinese-American community by Thomas
Sung, whose American Dream became a
nightmare when the bank was the only financial institution to face criminal charges
after the 2008 economic meltdown. (VL-1/18)
AlphaGo (Ro*co [www.
rocoeducational.com], 90
min., DVD: $95: public libraries; $295 w/PPR: colleges
& universities). Director
Greg Kohs’s documentary on the ancient Chinese
board game Go follows a
nail-biting competition between the titular
artificial intelligence program and Go master
Lee Sedol. (VL-9/18)
The Art of the Shine
(PBS, 78 min., DVD: $24.99
[$54.99 w/PPR from www.
teacher.shop,pbs.org]). Filmmaker Stacey Tenenbaum’s
PBS -aired documentary
looks at the archaic world
of the shoe shiner, from
Mexican shoe shiners so
embarrassed by their “lowly” status that they
cover their faces with ski masks to a suit-wearing Japanese artisan. (VL Online-8/18)
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The Freedom to Marry
(Ro*co [www.rocoeducational.com], 86 min., DVD:
$95: public libraries; $350
w/PPR: colleges & universities). Offering tribute to
same-sex marriage activist
Evan Wolfson, the title of
Eddie Rosenstein’s documentary refers to the political advocacy
nonprofit group founded by Wolfson and to
its ultimately successful mission to ensure
that gay and lesbian couples were able to
receive marriage equality under U.S. law.
(VL-7/18)
From This Day Forward
(Bullfrog [www.bullfrogfilms.com], 76 min., DVD:
$350). Filmmaker Sharon
Shattuck’s documentary
explores the ramifications
when a loved one is transgender, focusing on how
her father Michael’s—now
Trisha—revelation that she is transgender
has affected their family over decades.
(VL-1/18)
Germans & Jews (First
Run Features, 76 min., in English & German w/English
subtitles, DVD: $24.95).
Filmmaker Janina Quint’s
thoughtful documentary
examines Germany’s obligation to reflect upon and
remember its responsibility
for the Holocaust. (VL-1/18)
Harold and Lillian: A
Holly wood Love Story
(Kino Lorber, 94 min., DVD:
$29.99, Blu-ray: $34.99).
Hollywood art director and
storyboard artist Harold
Michelson and his wife Lillian—who ran a Hollywood
research library that was an
essential resource for hundreds of productions—are the subjects of this affectionate
documentary from filmmaker Daniel Raim.
(VL-1/18)
The King (Oscilloscope, 109 min., DVD:
$34.99, Blu-ray: $39.99). Filmmaker Eugene
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Jarecki’s cinematic essay argues that the life and death
of Elvis Presley can serve
as a fitting metaphor for
the original promise and
sad decline of America, as
Jarecki traverses America in
a vintage Rolls Royce once
owned by Presley. (VL-9/18)
Love & Bananas (Cargo,
75 min., in English & Thai
w/English subtitles, DVD:
$24.95 [$495 w/PPR from
www.loveandbananas.com/
host-a-screening/). Actress
Ashley Bell directs and appears in this emotionally-charged documentary
about the sad state of the Asian elephant,
helping renowned conservationist Sangdeaun
Lek Chailert transport a 70-year-old partially
blind elephant to the latter’s sanctuary in
Thailand. (VL-11/18)
Monkey Business (Passion River, 82 min., DVD:
$24.95 [$299 w/PPR from
edu.passionriver.com]).
Filmmaker Ema Ryan Yama z a k i’s doc u menta r y
about the authors of the
famed picture book series
featuring mischief-making
monkey Curious George tells the story of the
German-Jewish married writing team of Hans
and Margret Rey. (VL-1/18)
Motherland (FilmRise/
MVD, 94 min., DVD: $19.95,
Blu-ray: $24.95). Filmmaker
Ramona S. Diaz’s cinema
vérité documentary captures the controlled chaos
of Manila’s Dr. Jose Fabella
Memorial Hospital—the
busiest maternity clinic in
the world—which treats hundreds of young
Filipino women struggling with poverty, a
cultural bias toward large families, and lack
of birth control. (VL-1/18)
The New Radical (Passion River, 109 min., DVD:
$59.95 [$350 w/PPR from
edu.passionriver.com]).
Filmmaker Adam Bhala
Lough’s documentary turns
the spotlight on a new breed
of radical who gravitates to
the extreme right, including
Cody Wilson, who invented a plastic gun
that can be made on a 3D printer. (VL-5/18)
Newtown (Passion River, 83 min., DVD:
$24.95 [w/PPR: $95: high schools and public libraries; $350: colleges and universities
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from Ro*co Films Educational, www.rocoeducational.com]). Filmmaker
Kim A. Snyder’s poignant
documentary examines the
painful aftermath of the
2012 mass shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary School
in Newtown, CT. (VL-5/18)
Quest (First Run Features,
105 min., DVD: $24.95).
Shot over a period of eight
years from 2008-16, filmmaker Jonathan Olshefski’s
documentary follows the
trials and triumphs of North
Philadelphia’s tight-knit
Rainey family, a hardworking African American household living in an
impoverished community. (VL-5/18)
RBG (Magnolia, 98 min.,
DVD: $26.99, Blu-ray: $29.99
[w/PPR: $95: high schools
and public libraries; $350:
colleges and universities
from Ro*co Films Educational, www.rocoeducational.
com.]). This laudatory documentary from directors Betsy West and Julie
Cohen chronicles the life and career of U.S.
Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg,
an unlikely trendsetter and icon. (VL-9/18)
The Reluctant Radical
(Collective Eye [www.collectiveeye.org], 77 min., DVD:
$50 [$125 w/PPR]: public libraries; $295 w/PPR: colleges
& universities). Shocked at
the lack of action against the
fossil fuel industry, global
warming activist Ken Ward
participates in “monkey wrench” sabotage
and public protests that put him on trial in
this inspiring documentary from director
Lindsey Grayzel. (VL-9/18)
Restless Creature: Wendy Whelan (Kino Lorber, 93 min., DVD: $29.95).
Filmmakers Linda Saffire
and Adam Schlesinger’s
documentary serves up a
bittersweet portrait of prima
ballerina Wendy Whelan,
who danced with the New
York City Ballet for three decades. (VL-1/18)
The Shelter (Film Platform, 101 min., in English,
French, Romanian, Spanish
& Wolof w/English subtitles,
DVD: $300). The subjects of
filmmaker Fernand Melgar’s
cinema vérité documentary
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try each night to gain entrance to a shelter
in Lausanne, Switzerland, where the demand
for limited beds can lead to heated scuffles.
(VL-1/18)
Spettacolo (Grasshopper,
91 min., DVD: $29.99, Bluray: $34.99 [$99.95: public
libraries; $375: colleges &
universities w/PPR from
w w w.g ra sshopp e r f i l m.
com]). Filmmakers Chris
Shellen and Jeff Malmberg’s
documentary visits the Tuscan village of Monticchiello—population:
136—which each year stages a play in a
tradition dating back to the 1940s. (VL-5/18)
Take My Nose…Please!
(Passion River, 100 min.,
DV D: $59.95 [$29 9 w/
PPR from edu.passionriver.com]). Filmmaker Joan
Kron’s lively documentary
centers on female comedians, plastic surgery, and
the demands on women in
show business to fit a certain ideal of beauty.
(VL-7/18)
Three Identical Strangers (Universal, 97 min.,
DV D: $2 2 .9 9, Blu -r ay :
$29.99). Filmmaker Tim
Wardle’s mind-boggling
documentary tells the story
of three stranger brothers
who discovered that they
were identical triplets separated at birth, became a media sensation, and
then found out they were part of a sinister
psychological experiment. (VL-11/18)
Won’t You Be My Neighbor? (Universal, 95 min.,
DV D: $2 9.9 8 , Blu - r ay :
$27.99). Morgan Neville’s
uplif ting doc umentar y
about the man behindthe-scenes of Mister Rogers’
Neighborhood centers on
Fred Rogers (1928-2003),
who worked to instill in young viewers a sense
of self-worth that he believed was fundamental to growing up. (VL-9/18)
The Work (Passion River,
89 min., DVD: $24.99 [$350
w/PPR from edu.passionriver.com]). Filmmakers Jairus
McLeary and Gethin Aldous’s documentary trains
the camera on male convicts at California’s Folsom
State Prison who gather in
long-running therapy groups to talk about
their dads and more. (VL-5/18)
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(cont. from pg. 42)
20th century, an attempt by a space-going
force to create “Jetman”—a quintet of mystic
bird-warriors (who use “birdonic” waves)—is
interrupted by an attack from the Vyram,
interdimensional superbeings who are determined to destroy/bedevil/humiliate all
of humanity. The wayward birdonic powers
enter one of the intended space-cadets, but
the other four team members who receive
the powers randomly range from a nerdy
gardener to a cycle-riding bad-boy type. There
are various character conflicts, a love triangle,
and even apparent betrayal as the team faces
such bizarre Vyram-spawned creatures as
a humanoid cup of ramen noodles, a giant
armadillo with a spotlight, and a two-legged
piranha with a cannon that looks like a piranha (that shoots missiles that also look like
piranhas). Some “dimension beasts” are actually nice guys, sort of (such as the walking
blow-dryer), and the greatest weirdness finds
the Jetman heroes stuck in the afterlife, trying
to escape from Hell. The moral complexities
and overall ambiance trend closer to Japanese
anime here than in many other Sentai series,
and that is a compliment. Compiling all 51
episodes (presented in Japanese with English
subtitles), this is recommended. Aud: P.
(C. Cassady)

Top Wing HHH

(2018) 93 min. DVD: $14.99. Paramount Home
Entertainment (avail. from most distributors).
Closed captioned.

A Canadian computer-animated series
seen on Nickelodeon in the U.S., Top Wing
follows four young birds who enter Top Wing
Academy to earn their “wings,” i.e., the skills
necessary to pull off rescue missions. Under
the mentorship of the academy’s leaders, the
quartet of little heroes (Swift, Brody, Penny,
and Rod) master vehicles for sky, sea, land,
and air, and learn valuable life lessons while
doing good deeds. The series’ first episode
and six others are compiled here, including
“Race Through Danger Canyon,” in which
an arrogant little bat flying a jet ignores
cautions not to zip through Danger Canyon
and needs to be saved, and “Treasure Map
Mission,” in which Penny encounters pirates
and must help the rest of her team. Top Wing
doesn’t look particularly distinct from similar
animated programs about young teams, but
kids will likely enjoy. Recommended. Aud:
P. (T. Keogh)

RELIGION & PHILOSOPHY
The Owl’s Legacy HHH1/2

(1989) 2 discs. 338 min. In English, French &
Greek w/English subtitles. DVD: $34.98 ($440
w/PPR from www.icarusfilms.com). Icarus Films
Home Video (available from most distributors).

2012) 13-episode TV series, originally aired
in 1989 on the French network La Sept (the
forerunner of today’s ARTE France) but
never broadcast on this side of the Atlantic, presents an invigorating intellectual
discussion on ancient Greece’s continued
impact around the world. Each episode is
predicated on a single Greek word—such
as “democracy,” “nostalgia,” “mythology,”
and “tragedy”—and features artists and
intellectuals from the U.S., Europe, and
Japan who offer their observations on how
the ancient Greeks continue to influence
modern thought and behavior. Some of the
conversations are filmed in a banquet setting, with the experts seated behind foodand-wine-heavy tables (although, oddly,
not consuming the feast before them), while
others are shot using a traditional talking
head set-up. Along the way, there are some
cutaway scenes of plaster copies of ancient
Greek statues, and the episode based on
the word “Olympics” contains scenes from
Leni Riefenstahl’s film Olympia to illustrate
a 20th-century appropriation of the ancient
spectacle. While many of the interviewees
will likely not be familiar to contemporary
American viewers—the filmmakers Elia
Kazan and Theo Angelopoulos are, arguably, the most famous participants—an
accompanying 24-page booklet is a helpful
guide. The insights and commentary here
are cerebral without becoming pedantic,
and Marker’s camerawork keeps the series
visually compelling. Highly recommended.
Aud: C, P. (P. Hall)

SOCIAL & POLITIC AL ISSUES
The Borneo Case HHH

(2017) 78 min. DVD: $50 ($125 w/PPR): public
libraries; $295 w/PPR: colleges & universities. DRA.
Collective Eye Films. Closed captioned.

In what amounts to a follow-up to the
1989 documentary Tong Tana, filmmakers
Erik Pauser and Dylan Williams continue a
story of perfidy and environmental devastation in the Malaysian Borneo rainforests.
The previous film’s hero, Bruno Manser, a
Swiss activist dedicated to saving the oldgrowth forests from uncontrolled logging
and corporate natural-resource exploitation,
disappeared in the Sarawak jungle in 2000,
almost certainly murdered. His native partner-in-activism, Mutang Urud, lives in exile
in Canada, and Borneo’s land continues
to be plundered by multinationals, which
also personally enriches the vast private
fortune of longtime Chief Minister of the
State Abdul Taib Mahmud, a champion of
“modernization.” But faraway London-based
grassroots activists, using the Internet and
radio, bombard the people of Borneo with
news and messages of resistance, and even
Mahmud’s old American business partner
turns informer. Eventually, the good-guy
Davids triumph over the seeming Goliath
of a dictator-for-life and powerful financial
interests in this inspiring story of “people
power” fueling an eco-victory and non-violently undermining a dirty regime. Recommended. Aud: C, P. (C. Cassady)

3 Seconds Behind the Wheel HHH

(2018) 56 min. DVD: $34.99: individuals; $49.99: public libraries;
$49.99: high schools, colleges & universities. Boyd Productions. PPR.

It is human nature to become distracted, but it’s a matter of
life or death when a person is behind the wheel. “We really do
have an attention epidemic,” says MIT research scientist Bryan
Reimer in Jennifer Boyd’s documentary, which centers on a
six-month study in which in-car cameras capture the myriad
ways in which several participants lose focus. Researchers at
the University of Connecticut, Cambridge Mobile Telematics,
and the Connecticut Transportation Safety Research Center
then review the footage and offer their findings. Boyd also solicits input from
scientists at Google and Autoliv. Katie, a busy mother, eats, drinks, and scribbles
notes, requiring her to remove her hands from the wheel and her eyes from the
road. Aiden, a teenager, plays songs on his phone and looks up the lyrics, while
Theo smokes cigarettes and plays Pokémon Go. Marianna and Aubrey (Aiden’s
sister), who text and talk non-stop, say they like to take care of business as quickly
as possible, rather than waiting until they’ve reached their destination. Clodo
doesn’t make as many calls, but he says his inability to let them go to voicemail
is a compulsion. Although Nathan says he never texts, he’s on his phone the
whole time, scrolling through Instagram and other sites. According to Reimer, the
preponderance of cars with manual transmissions in the U.S. adds to the higher
rate of distracted driving. While some suggestions are offered for ways to reduce
distracted driving, such as turning off cellphone notifications and driving smarter
cars, it is clear that multitasking while driving constitutes a very serious danger.
Recommended. Aud: H, C, P. (K. Fennessy)

Famed filmmaker Chris Marker’s (1921-
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Dark Money HH1/2

Sherpa Stew HHH

(2018) 98 min. DVD: $24.99 ($54.99 w/PPR). PBS
Video. ISBN: 978-1-5317-0632-6.

Kimberly Reed’s PBS-aired POV documentary looks at the impact of corporate money
being funneled into elections through shadowy political advocacy groups that seem to
exist solely to destroy a particular candidate.
The film focuses on Montana, which had a
law dating back to 1912 that prohibited corporate contributions in state elections. The
Supreme Court’s 2010 Citizens United ruling
effectively voided Montana law (the high
court also rejected a later Montana complaint)
and the state, according to Dark Money, is
now being polluted by corporate interests
eager to elect candidates they believe will be
subservient to their needs. While some of
the documentary details the big-picture national aspects of the subject—Ann M. Ravel,
a Democrat and former chairwoman of the
Federal Election Commission, is extensively
interviewed—Reed is mostly interested in
Montana politics and the local scandals involving politicians with conflicts of interest.
Unfortunately, the film gives the erroneous
impression that so-called “dark money” is
strictly a tool of far-right power brokers like
the Koch Brothers (in reality, there is no shortage of money coming from the left as well),
and Reed’s decision to let local journalist
John S. Adams provide running commentary
sometimes veers towards self-promotion on
the latter’s part. Still, this is a timely film
about a hot-button topic in American politics
and should therefore be considered a strong
optional purchase. Aud: C, P. (P. Hall)

In the Land of Pomegranates HHH

(2018) 125 min. In Arabic & Hebrew w/English
subtitles. DVD: $24.95. First Run Features (avail.
from most distributors).

The seemingly intractable hostility between Israelis and Palestinians is given a very
human dimension in Hava Kohav Beller’s
documentary, which focuses on a program
called “Vacation From War” that brings
young Israelis and Palestinians to Germany to
address one another as fellow human beings
rather than faceless adversaries. Much of the
film is devoted to excerpts of the conversations among the participants at the sessions
in Walberberg hosted by Mohammad Joudeh,
but the give-and-take is more often accusatory than peace-oriented, and by the close
it seems that no minds have been changed.
Additional footage simply shows the reality
on the ground in the disputed territories and
introduces individuals back home who tell
their personal stories. An Israeli photographer
suffering from PTSD after being injured on
a bus targeted by a suicide bomber is paired
with a Palestinian man who was imprisoned
in Israel for his terrorist activities; a hearty
Israeli mother living with her family near the
wall from which gunmen in Gaza can fire
bullets into enemy territory is contrasted with
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(2017) 84 min. DVD: $14.99, Blu-ray: $19.99. Danger Dog Films. PPR.
Closed captioned.

Among the mosaic of New York City’s ethnic groups, there is
one surprising element. There are four thousand Sherpas living
in and around Manhattan, and more than 20 have climbed to
the peak of Mt. Everest, the world’s tallest mountain. What draws
these people to New York City? (To be accurate, Sherpa refers to
an ethnic group in Nepal, not just the mountain climbers.) In
Sherpa Stew, filmmaker Andy Cockrum takes a look at American
Sherpas. In Nepal, the men often worked as porters and guides
for international climbers. Wages were low and the dangers were great, and many lost
their lives on the mountain. Women tended the homefires, and Sherpas lived simple
lives, often doing without shoes and modern conveniences. In the 1990s, Nepal was
shaken by political unrest, disrupting the tourist business. Gradually, the modern
world made its way to Nepal, and the Sherpas, who lacked formal education, wanted
greater opportunities for their children. Deprived of advancement avenues locally,
they emigrated to America, where they worked as cab drivers, bike messengers, restaurant help or, as couples, running small businesses like street flea markets. In their free
time, Sherpas attend communal gatherings where they dance and sing, occasionally
encountering an acquaintance from a climb back in Nepal. The Sherpas in Manhattan
profiled here sometimes experience setbacks (an injury requires a return to Nepal) but
also triumphs (a daughter graduates from college, a family first). The few who return to
Nepal use their skills learned in America to help bring the country into the modern age.
A low-key, affecting portrait of a little-known ethnic conclave, this is recommended.
Aud: C, P. (S. Rees)
a Palestinian woman who endures multiple
checkpoints to bring her little son to an Israeli
hospital, where the boy undergoes surgery
for a life-threatening heart ailment. As the
DVD cover notes, the pomegranate is a tasty
fruit native to the region that symbolizes
rebirth, but it is also Israeli slang for a hand
grenade. Beller’s film documents a program
that aims to instill hope but also reveals the
deep bitterness that still afflicts the Middle
East. Recommended. Aud: C, P. (F. Swietek)

Moroni for President HHH

(2018) 76 min. DVD: $29.95 ($225 w/PPR). Vision
Maker Media. Closed captioned.

A campaign for the presidency of the
Navajo Nation—the largest Native nation
in the U.S., overlapping three states—draws
17 candidates in 2014. A couple are career
politicians focused on maintaining the
status quo in the community. Meanwhile,
the destructive problems of poverty, drugs,
low employment, and more go unchanged,
attracting progressive candidates such as
Moroni Benally, an academic who is also gay,
Mormon, and an expert on public policy. The
film follows several candidates (including the
incumbent) as they jockey for opportunities
to be seen and heard. But it’s Benally who
proves most compelling, a self-deprecating
man with a quick laugh and concern that his
gay identity might hurt his parents’ standing on the reservation. (The Navajo nation
disapproves of gay marriage, though LGBTQ
issues don’t come up in the campaign.) It’s interesting to watch candidates sort out which
messages—and how they are packaged—do

46

or do not appeal to unpredictable voters. And
the chance to watch an important election,
minus the kind of machine politics seen
in non-reservation races, is also refreshing.
Recommended. Aud: C, P. (T. Keogh)

Priced Out HHH

(2016) 63 min. DVD: $50 ($125 w/PPR): public
libraries; $295 w/PPR: colleges & universities. DRA.
Collective Eye Films. Closed captioned.

Portland, OR, has experienced the mixed
blessings of gentrification. Homes have been
upgraded, new businesses have brought
fresh life to the economy, and younger
residents have enlivened neighborhoods
and burnished Portland’s reputation for
artistic, quirky lifestyles. Unfortunately,
gentrification has also brought rent increases,
alienation, and the destruction of established
black communities like Albina. Filmmaker
Cornelius Swart’s documentary notes that
Portland has long struggled with its history
of racism, from early “black exclusion” edicts,
to making location plans for urban renewal
projects, sports stadiums, and superhighways
at the expense of black neighborhoods (urban
decay has also been a factor). Oregon is a
landlord-friendly state that allows no-cause
evictions and bans rent controls. Drugs, eminent domain, and red-lining practices have
all worsened the problem, while residents
in other neighborhoods oppose subsidized
rentals as a threat to their home values. The
film follows the plight of Nikki Williams, who
once welcomed gentrification, but now feels
alone and unwelcome in the area that she
grew up in. Some black residents drive their
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children long distances to traditionally black
schools, and others adjust, while Williams,
feeling that “my skin is my sin,” finally moves
to Texas. To its credit, Portland is trying to
make amends, sponsoring “right to return”
legislation aimed at drawing low-income
former residents back to areas like Albina. Of
course, this urban scenario is hardly limited
to Portland, and this documentary could help
spur fruitful discussion. Recommended. Aud:
C, P. (S. Rees)

This is Home: A Refugee Story HHH

(2018) 91 min. DVD: $350. Bullfrog Films. PPR.
SDH captioned. ISBN: 1-948745-09-7.

Filmmaker Alexandra Shiva’s documentary centers on four Syrian refugee families
who are resettled in Baltimore by the International Rescue Committee (IRC). The
refugees face an eight-month timeline to
become economically self-sufficient, which
creates anxiety for the newcomers, especially since few speak English and all are
bewildered by American culture (one man’s
journey into a supermarket leaves him overwhelmed by the amount of selections). For
the most part, the Syrian children are eager
to learn English and attend school, while
the women are intrigued by the greater freedoms of American society, including the
idea of being able to drive and work outside
of the home. The Syrian men have more of
a challenge, particularly in the area of gender protocol—one man declines to shake
hands with American women and another
is adamantly against his wife going to work.
The IRC workers patiently tutor the refugees
in the basics of American society, ranging
from navigating streets and telephone
etiquette to interacting with bank branch
personnel. Shiva began filming in 2016, so
the announcement of President Trump’s
post-inauguration travel ban is seen jolting
both the refugees and the IRC workers. A
sincere portrait of individuals willing to
overcome obstacles and eager to adapt to
the American way of life, this timely and
sympathetic immigration documentary is
recommended. Aud: C, P. (P. Hall)

UN Sex Abuse Scandal HHH

(2018) 60 min. DVD: $24.99 ($54.99 w/PPR). PBS
Video. SDH captioned. ISBN: 978-1-5317-0514-5.

The #MeToo movement has brought
sexual abuse and exploitation to the world’s
attention. An unexpected example of this
can be found in the “gross institutional
failure” of the United Nations to protect
women from rape and abuse by UN peacekeepers—men who were sent to protect
civilians from war crimes. Filmmaker Sam
Collyns’s PBS-aired Frontline documentary,
hosted by Ramita Navai, presents a troubling look at the culture of immunity that
exists in all countries with peacekeepers,
but particularly so in the African nations of
the Congo and the Central African Repub-
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lic. One peacekeeper had sex with as many
as 20 victims, many of them underage. The
pattern is similar to abuse elsewhere, which
can be fostered by small gifts of money
and the spiking of drinks. Feeling shame
and isolation, abused women are often
slow to come forward, and sometimes experience shunning by other villagers. And
even when rapes are reported, UN officials
have been slow to act until recently. The
UN has tried banning social interaction
with locals, increased efforts at education,
and created a paternity fund to cover the
expenses of a victim’s pregnancy. The main
problem is that countries have no legal jurisdiction over the peacekeepers, and once
a crime has been reported, the UN worker
has often moved on. While proclaiming a
zero tolerance policy, UN officials note the
long tours of duty, which they say makes
abstinence difficult. In the end, Navai tracks
down one of the few peacekeepers who was
prosecuted and is now living homeless in
the French countryside—a man whose
lack of remorse speaks volumes about this
problem. Featuring interviews with UN
officials and victims, this timely exposé is
recommended. Aud: C, P. (S. Rees)

We the People 2.0 HH1/2

(2016) 91 min. DVD: $50 ($125 w/PPR): public
libraries; $295 w/PPR: colleges & universities. DRA.
Collective Eye Films. Closed captioned.

Increasingly, toxic sludge, industrial
farms, fracking, strip mining, pipelines,
and drilling sites are littering the countryside, often close to homes and schools.
Residents say they feel trapped in their
homes, and that well-funded lobbyists
backed by corporations are “stealing the
air from our children’s lungs.” Filmmaker
Leila Conners’s grassroots call-to-action
documentary, narrated by Walton Goggins, describes a system in which people
feel that they are locked out of the process
and made a “sacrifice” to corporate greed.
Often, local municipalities say they can do
nothing, their hands tied by recent court
decisions granting personhood rights to
corporations, as well as by a little-understood process known as preemption, which
seeks to strip the rights of local communities to stop unwanted development or
restrict polluting activities. Residents claim
democracy is subverted by campaign cash
spread by lobbyists, and a legal system in
which community groups must pay for their
lawyers, while the expenses of corporations
in challenges are tax deductible. In recent
years, activists note that environmental regulations mostly regulate environmentalists,
and that corporations win when farmers sell
their mineral rights, retire, and then leave
the consequences to others, or when the
Catholic Church sells drilling rights within
their cemetery. At the film’s midpoint, the
focus abruptly shifts to skewed government
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MVD1770D / 760137177098

From renowned author,
infant/child specialist and
Montessori teacher trainer
Beverly Kovach

Pulling the “best-of-the-best”
from her work in Early Childhood
Education & Development,
Kovach has developed a unique
model that advances the
theories of Dr. Maria
Montessori, Dr. Emmi Pikler,
Magda Gerber & others.
Broken into 20 easy-to-digest
chapters including Bottle
Feeding, Weaning, Motor Skills,
Observation and Environment,
Kovach offers a comprehensive
series for care providers,
trainers and new parents that
permits high level theory to
become daily practice.

215 minutes / 3-discs / Color / 34.95 SRP

Available through AEC, Baker & Taylor,
Ingram Entertainment, Midwest
Tape, Amazon and more…
PPR/DSL Available
soundviewmediapartners.com
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Yours in Sisterhood HHH1/2

(2018) 101 min. DVD: $89: public libraries; $395: colleges &
universities. Women Make Movies. PPR.

Filmmaker Irene Lusztig’s stirring documentary is set
in the present, although the words that women read here
hail from the past: mostly-unpublished letters that readers
across the country wrote to Ms. magazine from 1972-80.
The letters aren’t short or pithy; if anything, they include
so much detail that they are closer to personal essays. The
27 participants who read don’t appear to be actors, and the
readings are engaging, while never feeling theatrical or stagy.
The unidentified women appear on streets, stoops, and lawns while wearing everyday outfits. A young woman of color in Atlanta reads a 1974 letter about street
harassment written by a woman from the same city. A grey-haired white woman
in San Francisco reads a letter in praise of masturbation. She ends by saying, “If
you publish this, for the sake of my husband’s sex privacy, please sign me by my
maiden name.” Other readers take on race, gun rights, pornography, sexual abuse,
prison reform, and environmental activism. Many of the readers comment on what
they’ve just read, while others just stare patiently at the camera. Lusztig brings it
all home by seeking out four of the original writers to read the words they wrote
40 years ago. In adding their own thoughts and experiences, all of the women
draw attention to the ways things have and haven’t changed for women since the
1970s. Highly recommended. Aud: C, P. (K. Fennessy)

priorities, the need for a new value system
(even a new Constitution), and a demand
for a sustainable environment (deforestation and offshore drilling are also briefly
considered). Overall, We the People 2.0 is
more effective when it sticks to local rather
than national issues, but it could be useful
to concerned community groups. Extras
include a “Where It All Began” featurette
fi lmed at the 2004 Bioneers Conference.
A strong optional purchase. Aud: C, P.
(S. Rees)

A Word to the Wise HH1/2

(2018) 27 min. DVD: $39: public libraries; $59:
high schools; $99: colleges & universities. DRA.
Green Planet Films. PPR. SDH captioned.

Filmmaker J. Esgleas Marroi’s documentary about the mostly uninhabited
archipelago known as the Solomon Islands
offers an impressionistic look at both the
idyllic and the frightening aspects of this
South Pacific nation that lies northeast of
Australia. Eschewing thousands of years of
history—including British colonization and
the role the islands played during World
War II—A Word to the Wise largely consists
of shots of the sky, ocean, domestic life,
and children playing. In a low-key, sporadic
monologue, Solomon Islands elder Douglas
Lui Fo’oa shares his thoughts about living
with nature, and about the multitude of
tribes (some of them cannibals) spread
throughout the islands. Also seen here is
footage of clear-cutting forests, a regrettable
commercial travesty that Fo’oa calls an attack on “Mother.” While the film ultimately
leaves viewers with a warm feeling, its larger
purpose is somewhat unclear. A strong optional purchase. Aud: C, P. (T. Keogh)
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TEEN ISSUES
In the Heat of the Moment: Making
Difﬁcult Decisions About Sex HHH

(2018) 16 min. DVD: $149.95 (study guide
included). Human Relations Media. PPR. Closed
captioned. ISBN: 978-1-62706-097-4.

Educational programs about sex tend to
focus on consent and consequences, but In
the Heat of the Moment concentrates more
on what happens beforehand, which can
be especially tricky territory for teenagers
to navigate. The program combines interviews with experts and students together
with scene-setting dramatic re-enactments.
Clinical psychologist Robert Eckstein recommends that potential sex partners have
a game plan before getting together. His
advice revolves around factors other than
simple physical attraction, such as considering whether a partner is trustworthy or
whether he or she has one’s best interests in
mind. Some young people say they found it
helpful to talk to a friend or close relative,
such as an older brother or sister, before engaging in sexual activity. Eckstein also recommends that young people consider the
consequences, including sexually transmitted diseases and pregnancy. In other words,
it’s best to talk about birth control, in
addition to sexual preferences, beforehand
instead of waiting until the last minute.
Maggie Wells, an education and outreach
coordinator from the Sexual Harassment
and Rape Prevention Program at the University of New Hampshire, cautions against
relying on non-verbal cues, which can be
more easily misinterpreted, while Eckstein
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points out that drug and alcohol use can
complicate the ability to give or interpret
consent. Jaymie Campbell from AccessMatters, a non-profit organization dedicated to
sexual and reproductive health, adds that
giving consent once doesn’t mean that it
applies every time. As Dee, one of the six
students here, notes, “Silence doesn’t mean
yes.” A lot of common sense advice is shared
here that would apply just as well to adults
as to teenagers. Recommended. Aud: J, H,
C, P. (K. Fennessy)

Walk for Me HH

(2016) 12 min. DVD: $20: individuals & public
libraries; $25: high schools w/PPR; $195: colleges &
universities w/PPR. Frameline Distribution. Closed
captioned.

This short drama from writer-director
Elegance Bratton focuses on an African
American teenager named Hassan (Aaliyah
King), who lives with his single mother
(Yolonda Ross) in a cramped New York
apartment. They are first seen during a
dinner conversation in which Hassan’s
rudeness towards his mother’s repeated
attempts at conversation is answered by a
maternal whack to the head. Heading out
for the night, Hassan arrives at a club that
is home to the local transgender ballroom
culture, where he happily undergoes a
wardrobe change to become Hanna, although his catwalk skills leave much to be
desired and his awkward teen personality
seems out of place among the self-confident
crossdressers at the venue. When Hassan’s
mother tries to reach him by phone, one
of the ballroom denizens tips her off about
his whereabouts, sparking a confrontation.
While the film is a well-intended effort to
illustrate the struggle of a transgender teen
coming to grips with self-identity, Hassan’s
surly relation with his mother makes him
a somewhat unsympathetic character, and
the brief running time doesn’t allow for
the depth the story needs. Optional. Aud:
C, P. (P. Hall)

treatment of completed rape kits, thousands of which have been stockpiled for
years without ever having been processed.
Viewers will hear the painful stories of
women whose accusations were effectively
ignored, as well as the comments from
their understandably angry relatives. I Am
Evidence does note signs that the situation
is improving in cities such as Detroit and
Cleveland, where activist prosecutors have
established programs to deal with the backlog, even identifying serial offenders whose
later crimes might have been prevented had
matters initially been handled efficiently.
The documentary also puts officials on the
spot who try to justify past practice, often
on the grounds of insufficient resources
but sometimes on the basis of sweeping
socioeconomic generalizations—a stance
that has resulted in hundreds of thousands
of rape kits remaining warehoused and
untested. Mariska Hargitay, whose character of Detective Olivia Benson vigorously
investigates sex crimes on the long-running
Law & Order: Special Victims Unit, is one of
the film’s producers, and she appears periodically here. But the emphasis is clearly on
the long-forgotten victims and the officials
who are now trying to get for them the
justice they deserve. Recommended. Aud:
C, P. (F. Swietek)

Atlantic Salmon: Lost at Sea HHH

(2017) 55 min. DVD: $39: public libraries; $89:
high schools; $150: colleges & universities. DRA.
Green Planet Films. PPR. SDH captioned.

It’s really a wonder that any individual
salmon makes it from birth sac to spawning
ground in one piece. Filmmaker Deirdre
Brennan’s documentary tells viewers about
the traditional obstacles found on the long,
mysterious path of salmon in the best of
times, and notes how much more complicated
their lives have become in the last two decades. Figuring out what has fundamentally
changed about oceans that is causing severely
reduced wild salmon populations where they
used to be plentiful is a Herculean task involving many research projects from the U.S.,
Ireland, and Scotland (three countries with
cultures built up around salmon). Narrated
by Gabriel Byrne, Atlantic Salmon: Lost at Sea
methodically observes different kinds of research that track the movements of salmon as
they grow into smolts (young fish), disappear
for a few years, and then come back as adults,
swimming upstream to spawn. Along the
way, the film looks at numerous contributors
to salmon decline, including surges in the

NEW RELEASES
The Other Side Of Home

Academy Awards Best Documentary
Short Subject-Selected Shortlist
The story of a Turkish woman who struggles to come to
terms with her conflicted identity when she finds out that
her great grandmother was a survivor of the Armenian
Genocide.

LAW & CRIME

40 mins; DVD $29.95; PPR $250; UPC: 6-82086-16015-3

Going The Distance-Journeys Of Recovery

I Am Evidence HHH

“Highly Recommended”

(2018) 86 min. DVD: $95: public libraries; $395:
colleges & universities. DRA. Tugg. PPR.

Filmmakers Trish Adlesic and Geeta
Gandbhir’s documentary examines a great
scandal in the American legal system concerning a failure to address cases of sexual
assault. I Am Evidence essentially falls into
two parts, one of which castigates the
double standard that police have often
applied—dismissing accusations made by
women of color while aggressively following
up on those from wealthier, more socially
“reputable” victims. The major focus of
the film, however, is on the disgraceful
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– Educational Media reviews Online

“The best documentary on traumatic brain injury
I've seen yet” – Bob Woodruff, Former ABC News Anchor and
TBI Survivor

Four inspirational traumatic brain injury survivors
share their personal stories of devastation, courage
and hope on their paths to recovery.
60 mins; DVD $29.95; PPR $250; UPC: 6-82086-16013-9

Visit EPFmedia.com
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The Amazing Human Body HHH

(2018) 165 min. DVD: $24.99 ($54.99 w/PPR). PBS Video. SDH
captioned. ISBN: 978-1-5317-0532-9.

The human body undergoes continual transformation
throughout the human life span, growing from a single cell
to over 30 trillion cells. This three-part PBS/BBC documentary
notes that the body is “always a work in progress.” The brain
is sculpted by individual experiences and interactions, good
and bad, while the body is capable of amazing regeneration,
including the skin, stomach lining, and even the skeletal system,
which is replaced several times. Human language sets us apart
from other animals, with most people acquiring a vocabulary
of over 75,000 words. Puberty is the most complex period, when young adults learn
social skills that are needed to survive, including setting goals, getting along with
others, and beginning the search for a mate. On the physical side, the documentary
explores the role of friendly bacteria that help us cope with invasions and infections,
maintaining the body’s delicate balancing process. Also covered are protective mechanisms such as disgust (keeping things out of or away from us), pain as an alarm system,
and fear—the “fight or flight” reaction. Emotions are just as important, including
laughter, empathy, and the natural desire to be accepted by peers. Looking at spelling
bees, a teenage drill team, trick-bike riding, and an 87-year-old long distance runner,
The Amazing Human Body offers plenty of real-life examples of the body and mind in
action. Recommended. Aud: H, C, P. (S. Rees)
populations of natural predators, widespread
dams, and an abundance of salmon farms
where “domestic” salmon are covered in lice
and many escape from captivity to mate with
wild salmon, creating problematic hybrids.
Solutions to these problems exist, but they
require a will to implement that might not
exist in the current political climate. Recommended. Aud: H, C, P. (T. Keogh)

Show Me Science Advanced—Energy:
Innovations in Renewables HHH

(2018) 10 min. DVD: $44.95. DRA. TMW Media
Group. PPR. Closed captioned.

As scientists, engineers, and technicians
work hard to make advances in renewable
energy, an increasing number of consumers
will come to adopt these emerging technologies, reducing reliance on non-renewable
resources such as coal, oil, and natural gas
that are expensive to extract and damaging to the environment. This entry in the
Show Me Science: Advanced series illustrates
how renewable energy will help reduce the
carbon footprint and potentially lower the
effects of climate change. Renewable energy
sources consist of two types: sustainable and
naturally renewable. Sustainable sources include solar, wind, hydro, and thermal power.
In Boulder, CO, 30% of power is currently
coming from hydro power, while in Iceland,
some 50% of heat and hot water is derived
from geothermal sources. Taking advantage
of the sun’s enormous energy, solar panels
are now being set up over water in Europe
and Japan, as are wind turbines. Apple’s CEO
Tim Cook has invested in renewable energy,
creating Energy LLC, which hopes to sell solar
and wind power directly to consumers (one
of the company’s solar projects consists of a
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large circular ring of solar panels). Naturally
renewable sources of energy include biofuels
that use plants and wood to produce fuels.
The field offers many career opportunities,
including materials scientists, environmental
engineers, solar photovoltaic technicians, and
more. Combining a good overview of innovations in the field together with a survey of
related jobs, this is recommended. Aud: J, H,
P. (T. Root)

Show Me Science Advanced—
Neuroscience: The Brain Understood
HHH
(2018) 12 min. DVD: $44.95. DRA. TMW Media
Group. PPR. Closed captioned.

Although the brain comprises only two
percent of the body’s mass, it uses 20 percent
of the body’s energy to maintain brain cells
and perform functions. Neuroscience is the
study of the anatomy, physiology, and chemistry of the brain and nervous system. This
entry in the Show Me Science: Advanced series
looks at major advances in neuroscience,
as well as related careers that students may
pursue. While the heart was initially considered to be the central organ, after 450 B.C.
it was generally understood that the brain
was responsible for various faculties such as
emotion, cognition, memory, and sensation.
Further advances in the 1600s led to more
detailed understanding of the anatomy and
the physiology of the brain. Eventually, scientists began studying the cerebral hemispheres
of the brain, noting that each hemisphere
controlled different functions in the body.
Five areas of the brain are described here:
the cerebrum (the left and right hemispheres,
which control opposite sides of the body), the
cerebellum (responsible for motor function,
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balance, and coordination), the brain stem
(which regulates involuntary movement such
as breathing, heart rate, digestion, and blood
circulation), the hypothalamus (which controls body temperature, thirst, and hunger),
and the pituitary gland (which connects to
the system of endocrine glands via the hypothalamus and plays an important role in
growth and development). Advances in brain
research, technology, and the human genome
project have led to brain mapping, new medical devices, and expanded cognitive therapy.
And career opportunities are increasing in
molecular biology, neurogenetics, biomedical engineering, neuroscience (psychiatry,
psychology), neurology, and neurosurgery. A
solid primer and career overview for students,
this is recommended. Aud: J, H, P. (T. Root)

HEALTH & FITNESS
Chen Tai Chi for Beginners HHH

(2018) 170 min. DVD: $29.95. YMAA Publication
Center. ISBN: 978-1-59439-554-3.

One of the many different types of tai
chi, chen tai chi style incorporates slow,
controlled movements with sudden martial
arts moves. Master Chenhan Yang leads the
routine here, providing the Chinese name
for each move as he performs it. An excellent
teacher, Yang gives detailed instructions for
proper placement of the hands, feet, and upper and lower body for each part of the chenstyle 56-movement form. Yang points out
common mistakes and repeats instructions
as he breaks down the various steps. Chen
tai chi’s relation to martial arts is apparent
when the flowing movements conclude with
sudden forceful moves such as a jab, leap, or
stomp. After Yang completes instruction for
5-10 moves, he performs the set of moves
together. Yang suggests that viewers should
practice the first 21 moves for three-to-four
months before beginning to learn the next
group. The demonstration is presented in a
pleasing room with light wood floors and an
attractive arrangement of oriental pictures,
plants, and plaques. Recommended. Aud:
P. (T. Root)

Qi Gong for Better Breathing HHH

(2018) 45 min. DVD: $29.95. YMAA Publication
Center.

The ancient Chinese tradition of Qi Gong
(or “qigong”) is known as the “art of effortless
power.” Qi Gong for Better Breathing focuses on
the qi or energy derived from breathing. Master trainer Lee Holden demonstrates a routine
that slows inhalation and exhalation in order
to help send oxygen to all of the organs to
both energize and cleanse the body. Qigong
focuses primarily on health prevention and
these exercises are designed to remove stress
and tension from the muscles, help calm the
nervous system, and restore vitality to the
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MOVE!
Dance
Your
Life

Qi Gong Five Elements Energy Balance HHH1/2
(2018) 45 min. DVD: $29.95. YMAA Publication Center.

Qi Gong (commonly called “qigong”) exercises focus on working with the electrical energy flowing throughout the body. “Qi”
stands for the body’s energy and “gong” refers to the skill of using
this energy. The purpose of qigong is to help individuals achieve a
greater feeling of well-being, health, and happiness. Master trainer
Lee Holden presents a series of slow flowing movements designed
to help renew and restore the energy balance within the body,
while also pointing out the body’s relation to natural elements,
including earth and water, as well as the whole cycle of nature.
The graceful movements within the routines are meant to open the meridian lines
of the body to allow the energy to flow freely, and they create a tingling feeling that
confirms the qi is flowing freely. Holden demonstrates 20-plus moves here, appropriate
for all levels of experience, while encouraging viewers to relax into the movements and
concentrate on breathing for maximum effect. Holden is an excellent trainer, repeating
movements often to keep participants on track while also maintaining a calm demeanor
and delivering inspiring encouragement. Featuring the beautiful Yosemite mountains
and flowing streams as a backdrop, this workout is refreshing and engaging. Highly
recommended. Aud: P. (T. Root)
body. Deep stomach breathing and spiral
movements of the arms and upper body are
used for most of the routines, which are set
outdoors in a redwood forest near a clear
flowing stream (the calming sounds of nature
and beautiful surroundings help provide a
relaxing atmosphere). Backed by Holden’s
inspirational words, the exercises presented
here are appropriate for all levels of fitness.
Recommended. Aud: P. (T. Root)

RE L A T ION S HIP S & S E X U A L I T Y
Alzheimer’s: A Love Story HHH1/2

(2016) 17 min. DVD: $20: individuals & public
libraries; $195: colleges & universities w/PPR.
Frameline Distribution. Closed captioned.

Gabe Schimmel and Monica Petruzzelli’s
documentary short focuses on a senior gay
couple whose 40-year relationship has been
tested by Alzheimer’s disease. Michael Horvich is now living alone because his husband
Greg Maire needs to be in an assisted living facility due to the onset of Alzheimer’s. Michael
visits constantly and spends long hours with
Greg, who is occasionally responsive—he
recognizes photographs of his parents—but
is often unable to communicate effectively.
Michael is a patient, good-natured man—he
acknowledges his white beard and rotund
physique by saying “I’m told I look a little bit
like Santa Claus, especially during November
and December,” and he shares the strain on
the couple’s relationship with a sincerity and
dignity that is heartbreaking. The film’s message—Alzheimer’s cuts across all demographics—is beautifully framed, with old video
clips showing Greg as an active and creative
force of energy contrasted with scenes of his
deteriorating health. What shines through in
this aptly-tiled film is Michael’s love and his
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continued devotion to Greg. Highly recommended. Aud: C, P. (P. Hall)

Thank You for Coming HH1/2

(2018) 88 min. DVD: $95: public libraries and
high schools; $395: colleges & universities. DRA.
Tugg. PPR.

MOVE ! Dance your life is a beautiful, emotional, poetic and
aesthetic film about dance around the world. Without narration or spoken word, the film’s primary language is Dance,
a universal medium. Take a visual journey to 18 different
destinations around the world and experience the beauty and
emotion of dance with over 20 dancers wearing stunning and
colorful costumes in a variety of indoor and outdoor scenes.
MOVE ! shows humanity’s vital need for dance.

LOOKING FOR THE WILD

Unai’s Journey

Unai is a 10-year-old boy who travels with his family on an
extraordinary journey around the world. His father, a nature
photographer, has the mission to search for seven emblematic
animals to photograph and communicate the delicate situation
in which they find themselves. For over a year, following in
his footsteps, Unai shares experiences with his sister and his
mother that convey an unconditional love for nature.

www.greenplanetfilms.org

415-377-5471
sales@greenplanetfilms.org

Director Sara Lamm describes her search
for her biological father in this engaging
documentary essay. Despite a rather snarky
title, the fi lm is a good-natured personal
piece marked by the spunky, if also rather
clumsy, sense of humor with which the
director-star reacts to the revelation that
the man she assumed to be her biological
father actually was not, after which Lamm
goes on a quest to track down her real sperm
donor father. Part of the story involves her
re-engaging with the man she thought was
her dad, and with the male friend her mother lived with before her death. A search for
evidence through DNA databases also involves an elderly aunt on Lamm’s mother’s
side, who is happy to help. Much of the new
footage, however, follows Lamm’s relationship with Jennifer, another woman who was
conceived through the same sperm bank
and might be her biological half-sister, and
with Jennifer’s mother, who describes the
experience of becoming pregnant through
sperm donation in the 1970s, providing a
window into why Lamm’s mother chose
to keep her secret from her daughter until
she died. Thank You for Coming suffers
somewhat from Lamm’s narration, which
often has a forced genial quality, and from
her rudimentary biological discussions,
accompanied by primitive graphics. But
it is enlivened by excerpts from old home
movies, Lamm’s increasingly close connection with Jennifer, and her interactions not
only with her non-biological father but also
her own husband and children. And it has a
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decidedly happy ending. A strong optional
purchase. Aud: C, P. (F. Swietek)

FOOD & SPIRITS
Food Evolution HHH

(2017) 97 min. DVD: $375. DRA. Grasshopper
Film. PPR.

Filmmaker Scott Hamilton Kennedy’s
documentary about the use of genetically
modified organisms (GMOs) in agriculture is
somewhat surprising, as it favors GMOs while
criticizing organic farming as an ill-informed,
elitist alternative that would reduce yields in
regions that desperately need increased food
supply. Narrated by famed astrophysicist Neil
deGrasse Tyson, the film’s major argument
is that confidence should be placed in scrupulous, unbiased scientific research rather
than theories that lack a solid evidentiary
basis, and are often put forward out of purely
emotional (and sometimes financial) motives.
Eschewing polemics for reasoned fact-finding, Food Evolution does feature a multitude
of anti-GMO voices, including one of the
movement’s major spokespersons, Professor
Chuck Benbrook, previously of Washington
State University. But it also favors those positively disposed toward GMOs, and even has
nice things to say about the much-reviled
chemical firm Monsanto, whose chief technology officer Robert Fraley faces off against
Benbrook in an Intelligence Squared U.S.
debate—and wins the vote of the initially
skeptical audience. Among those converted
is self-styled “Science Guy” Bill Nye, who
revises his opinion after meeting company
researchers. (The film also reports, with a
hint of smugness, that Benbrook’s position at
WSU was terminated after it was discovered
that his supposedly independent studies were
tainted by funding from outside sources.)
Overall, Kennedy’s film clearly presents a
pro-GMO point of view, but does so in a
calm, seemingly dispassionate fashion that
makes it all the more persuasive. Featuring
both the full-length version and a 52-minute
abridged edition, this is recommended. Aud:
C, P. (F. Swietek)

BUSINESS & ECONOMICS
Business in the Black: The Rise of
Black Business in America HH

(2017) 75 min. DVD: $10. Strong Productions.

An important subject—the history of
African American businesses in the United
States—is treated in a scattershot, even
chaotic manner in Anthony Brogdon’s
well-intentioned but amateur-ish documentary. Brogdon wants to encourage black
entrepreneurism, and—by extension—the
revival of blighted urban areas such as
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his native Detroit by showing how many
African Americans prospered in the 19th
and early 20th centuries through ingenuity
and determination, starting businesses and
often building substantial fortunes through
innovation and dedication. But rather than
offer an organized argument with supporting data and illustrations, Brogdon mostly
presents anecdotes and numbers, read from
prepared scripts by ordinary people (some
apparently the filmmaker’s relatives) who
often stumble through the texts. Along the
way, some interesting historical information
is presented about how some slaves were
taught to read, some freedmen managed to
attend college, and many black urban areas
were subject to horrendous assaults by angry
white mobs. And some individual stories
about successful black businessmen leave
a lasting impression—especially those told
by relatives reminiscing about fathers and
grandfathers, or locals describing their own
childhood experiences hustling newspapers
or candy to make a little money. Occasional
illustrations and archival footage are added
to round out these stories. An ambitious
production that ultimately falls short, this is
an optional purchase. Aud: C, P. (F. Swietek)

THE ARTS
The Foreigner’s Home: Toni Morrison at
the Louvre HH1/2
(2018) 56 min. DVD: $89: public libraries; $295:
colleges & universities. DRA. The Video Project.
PPR. Closed captioned.

The late Jonathan Demme, who directed a
1998 adaptation of Toni Morrison’s Beloved,
served as executive producer for this collage-style documentary about the author’s
2006 exhibition at the Louvre in Paris. Mor-

rison says that the title—”The Foreigner’s
Home”—carries a double meaning, both
as a meditation on the foreigner’s home
(“memory and ancestry”) and as a statement
that the foreigner is home (“citizenship and
belonging”). The exhibition featured artists,
such as street poet Hocine Ben, responding to works in the Louvre, like Théodore
Géricault’s The Raft of the Medusa. Morrison
also invited choreographers, video artists,
musicians, and filmmakers, including cellist
Yo-Yo Ma and Killer of Sheep director Charles
Burnett, to elaborate on the theme. Events
took place both in and outside of the venue,
such as a slam poetry reading featuring the
children of immigrants. Co-directors Rian
Brown and Geoff Pingree combine footage of
the exhibition with hand-painted animated
sequences and a conversation between Morrison and Haitian-American author Edwidge
Danticat concerning foreigners and refugees.
To Morrison, these concepts collided in the
wake of 2005’s Hurricane Katrina: she believes
that the government treated wealthy white
landowners in Florida like residents and the
working-class black people of Louisiana like
strangers. She also talks to Danticat about a
childhood in which she lived in an integrated
community in Ohio followed by a segregated
community in Washington D.C., giving her
insights into inequality at an early age. This
relatively brief documentary takes on far
more topics than it can explore in depth,
but offers plentiful food for thought about
the relationship between art and politics, belonging and estrangement. A strong optional
purchase. Aud: C, P. (K. Fennessy)

Gabo & Cinema HHH

(2016) 52 min. In Spanish w/English subtitles.
DVD: $145: public libraries; $395: colleges &
universities. DRA. PRAGDA. PPR.

The great Colombian writer Gabriel García

The Fantasy Makers: Tolkien, Lewis, and MacDonald
HHH1/2

(2018) 88 min. DVD: $19.99. DRA. Vision Video (avail. from most
distributors).

Filmmaker Andrew Wall’s documentary centers on three
pioneer fantasy writers who created a genre and, in the case of
two of the authors, found inspiration in one another. Beginning
with George MacDonald, the 19th-century Scottish minister and
prolific writer, The Fantasy Makers delves into the primordial
sources of inspiration for his many books of fairy tales and other
works, a huge legacy that led to his mentorship of Lewis Carroll and ultimately had
an enormous impact on both C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien. MacDonald regarded his
stories as myths steeped in imaginary worlds that could illuminate the mysteries of life
and faith. Fellow Christians and friends Lewis (a convert to Christianity) and Tolkien
were driven to build whole encompassing worlds in which characters tackled themes
relating to good and evil in the former’s Chronicles of Narnia series and the latter’s epic
Lord of the Rings trilogy (and prequel, The Hobbit). Combining dramatic re-creations
with comments by various experts, this is an insightful look at the major forebears
who would later influence J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter series. Highly recommended.
Aud: H, C, P. (T. Keogh)
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Márquez (1927-2014) had a fondness for movies. José Luis García Agraz’s documentary explores García Márquez’s relationship with the
cinema, offering a wealth of interviews with
the Nobel laureate’s friends and colleagues.
While García Márquez is described as having
“a great passion” for the filmmaking process,
he was intimidated by the technology and
the extensive collaborative process required
in creating a motion picture. As a result, he
opted to stay “in the modest loneliness of
literature.” However, García Márquez tried
his hand at screenplay writing, and even encouraged a group of Mexican filmmakers to
adapt his short story “There Are No Thieves
in This Town,” in which he played a bit part
as a movie theater ticket-taker. Later in his
career, García Márquez served as head of
the New Latin American Film Foundation
and teamed with Argentine poet/filmmaker
Fernando Birri and Cuban filmmaker Julio
García Espinosa to launch the International
Film and Television School of San Antonio de
los Baños, both based in Cuba. Featuring interviews with García Márquez from 1980s-era
documentaries regarding his opinions on
filmmaking, and brief clips from several of
his adapted works, this often fascinating
view of the master novelist’s cinematic side
is recommended. Aud: C, P. (P. Hall)

The Process HH1/2

(2017) 50 min. DVD: $42.95 (w/PPR: $295), Bluray: $48.95. The Process Studios (avail. from www.
theprocessstudios.com).

For acting coach Larry Moss, projecting
on stage can be summarized in the word
“joy.” This short symposium, directed by
Mitzi Kapture, encourages would-be actors
to explore the possibilities. Actors, who are
often insecure, need to be both confident
and humble, generous to fellow actors, and
capable of sharing laughter during rehearsals.
The focus here is on comedy, seen from the
perspective of the director, actors, and drama
students. Moss is joined by the distinguished
TV and film director James L. Brooks (Terms
of Endearment, Broadcast News), watching and
critiquing actors Alex Quijano and Sirena
Irwin as they go through the paces in the
famous “proud to be a woman, Dr. Brewster”
scene from Tootsie, originally performed
by Dustin Hoffman and Teri Garr. In six
or seven run-throughs, the actors play it
different ways, sometimes emphasizing the
physical, other times honing in on reactions
(Moss notes the need to maintain a respect
for good writing, even when improvising).
Actors all have different ranges, some narrow,
while others can play all kinds of different
roles, something obviously true of Hoffman.
Whether the actors shown here do justice to
the material is perhaps best left to the viewer’s
judgement, but more scenes would have been
welcome that gave a larger perspective on the
actor’s craft. A strong optional purchase. Aud:
C, P. (S. Rees)
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Harry Potter: A History of Magic HHHH

(2017) 59 min. DVD: $9.99. BBC Worldwide Ltd. (avail. from most
distributors). SDH captioned.

“There’s something buried deep within all of us, I think, that
would like to get the owl…” says Harry Potter author J.K. Rowling
in this hour-long BBC-produced documentary on the parallels between the magic in her phenomenal literary franchise and actual
real-world examples. The 2017-18 British Library showcase of the
titular exhibit forms the centerpiece of this film by Alex Harding
and Jude Ho, in which curators roll out artifacts for Rowling’s
approval and experts nerdily froth about ties between the Potterverse and topics including medieval alchemy, the plants and potions of 17th-century
“herbal hero” Nicholas Culpeper, love charms, broomsticks, wands (including father
and son wandmakers who say they get inspiration from fairy sprites), divination,
beasts, and spells. Along the way are readings by Harry Potter cast members, including
David Thewlis (as a huge Potter fan, I confess to tearing up when Thewlis illustrated
the “avada kedavra” curse with a passage from Goblet of Fire), Mark Williams, Evanna
Lynch, Miriam Margoyles, and Warwick Davis. And Imelda Staunton is a fine narrator,
although since she played the despicable Dolores Umbridge, keeping her off-camera was
a good choice. Also including Rowling’s own insights and materials, as well as clips of
fans excited about the show, this sure-to-be-popular documentary will likely be the
only look that many will have of the exhibit (although it is currently being mounted
by the New-York Historical Society in Manhattan through January 27, 2019). Highly
recommended. Editor’s Choice. Aud: P. (J. Williams-Wood)

Recuerdo HHH

(2017) 27 min. DVD: $39: public libraries; $59:
high schools; $99: colleges & universities. DRA.
Green Planet Films. PPR. SDH captioned.

Recuerdo, which is Spanish for “memory,” is
a title with multiple meanings in filmmaker
Christopher Beaver’s short documentary
about Nicholas Herrera, a celebrated folk artist
in New Mexico. A vibrant man in his mid50s, Herrera is largely seen scurrying around
a huge parcel of wild land at a high elevation.
With shovel in hand and a few dogs orbiting
around him, Herrera clears debris from the
many creeks that feed a river. This act seems
to have less to do with environmentalism
then it does with a symbolic process of cleaning the channels that feed memory. But while
it’s fun to watch Herrera take care of the land’s
business (and that of his own subconscious),
Recuerdo becomes more interesting when the
artist takes a break and gives viewers a tour of
his art studio. Watching Herrera work with
elements culled from nature, it’s easy to see
why he is held in such high regard. Recommended. Aud: C, P. (T. Keogh)

Robin Williams: Comic Genius HHH1/2
(2018) 22 discs. 3,126 min. DVD: $199.90. TimeLife (avail. from www.timelife.com).

Shazbot. Reality…what a concept. Mr.
Happy. Robin Williams (1951-2014) truly
was a comic genius, who introduced new
words and phrases (not to mention beloved
characters) into the pop culture lexicon.
This mammoth 22-disc set serves up a whole
lotta Robin—over 50 hours worth—including all five of his HBO specials, 11 episodes
from his hit comedy series Mork & Mindy, a
never-before-released MGM Grand Garden
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Arena performance, the best of his late-night
appearances (Saturday Night Live, The Tonight
Show, The Oprah Winfrey Show, Jimmy Kimmel
Live!), numerous awards speeches, overseas
USO performances, and much more. Perhaps
the best place for viewers to start is with
Marina Zenovich’s fine (and not currently
separately available) 2018 HBO-aired documentary Robin Williams: Come Inside My
Mind, which traces Williams’s career—from
his early standup work in San Francisco, to
his breakout role as an alien in Mork & Mindy,
up through his early HBO specials (in which
Middle America discovered that Mork had a
decidedly blue tongue), and his impressive
film work (Dead Poets Society, Awakenings,
Mrs. Doubtfire)—while also chronicling the
ups and downs of his personal life: marriages,
children, drug and alcohol addictions, and
friendships (especially with Billy Crystal).
While some of the comedy shows and bits collected here feature some repetition and suffer
from dated material, what comes through
loud and clear is Williams’s incredible talent:
no one had a more lightning-fast mind or
one that could produce such brilliant associations. President Obama summed up his
impact very nicely: “He arrived in our lives
as an alien—but he ended up touching every
element of the human spirit.” Also featuring
interviews with family members and comedy
associates, as well as a color booklet, this is
highly recommended. Aud: P. (R. Pitman)

Rolling Stone: Stories from the Edge
HH1/2
(2017) 2 discs. 270 min. DVD: $26.99, Bluray: $34.99. Shout! Factory (avail. from most
distributors).

The 50-year history and legacy of Rolling
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Stone magazine is covered in this six-episode documentary miniseries directed by
Oscar-winning filmmaker Alex Gibney and
Blair Foster, and narrated by Jeff Daniels.
“It’s not just about the music but also the
things and the attitudes that the music
embraces,” reads the letter from the editor
in the 1967 debut issue of the magazine,
founded by Jann Wenner and music journalist Ralph J. Gleason. To some extent that
statement also describes this series, which
offers a survey of music culture over the
past half-century along with a recounting
of the magazine’s foray into serious journalism, from the gonzo approach of Hunter S.
Thompson to coverage of the war in Iraq.
Rolling Stone: Stories from the Edge is not a
critical study of the magazine but rather
a self-congratulatory profile of its history,
milestones, and place in popular culture, although it does confront the magazine’s biggest journalistic failure: a 2014 investigative
feature about a gang rape at the University
of Virginia that turned out to be fabricated
and was ultimately retracted. Otherwise,
this is an intermittently entertaining romp
through American music culture, from rock
to punk, rap, and hip hop, from the perspective of the reporters and editors of Rolling
Stone, with a few comments from profiled
subjects, including Bruce Springsteen and
Ice-T. Extras include deleted scenes with
extended interviews. A strong optional
purchase. Aud: C, P. (S. Axmaker)

Sickies Making Films HHH

(2018) 85 min. DVD: $89: public libraries; $295:
colleges & universities. DRA. The Video Project.
PPR. Closed captioned.

Filmmaker Joe Tropea’s documentary
focuses on the highly subjective work of motion picture censors, who flourished in the
silent movie era and throughout the Golden
Age of Hollywood. While the film industry
had its own self-censorship apparatus—most
notably the 1934 Production Code—many
states and cities set up their own censorship
offices, which reviewed films and demanded
cuts before a movie could be screened locally.
Incredibly, Maryland had its own censors
operating as late as 1981; not surprisingly,
Baltimore favorite son John Waters here offers his typically pithy commentary on that
operation. Tropea provides a solid overview
of the history of U.S. film censorship, touching on major milestones such as the risqué
films of the Pre-Code era (especially Mae
West’s bawdy comedies), as well as imported
works that sparked legal challenges, most
notably the 1933 Czechoslovakian art film
Ecstasy, which featured a young Hedy Lamarr
in a nude swimming scene. Along the way,
Sickies Making Films raises questions about
who should be making censorship decisions
and under what criteria. For those unaware
of the history of U.S. cinema censorship, this
well-crafted documentary delivers a solid
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introduction to the subject. Recommended.
Aud: C, P. (P. Hall)

HI S T OR Y & C URRE N T E V E N T S
The Dead Nation HHH

(2017) 83 min. DVD: $99.95: public libraries;
$375: colleges & universities. Grasshopper Film.
PPR.

Filmmaker Radu Jude’s unusual documentary looks at the rising level of anti-Semitism
in Romania during the late 1930s and the
fate of Romanian Jews during World War II.
Rather than incorporate newsreel footage
and talking-head interviews, the entire film
is presented through glass plate photographs
taken during the era by Costica Acsinte, who
operated a studio in the town of Slobozia. The
photographs depict average Romanians, some
in military uniforms, others in work clothes,
and a few farmers who pose with their prize
livestock. The seeming ordinariness of these
images is juxtaposed against narration by
Jude read from the journals of Dr. Emil
Dorian, a Jewish physician in Bucharest who
witnessed the nation’s slide into fascism and
the rising assaults against the Jewish population. Dorian bears witness to the purging
of Jews from Romania’s medical profession
and universities, as well as the scapegoating of Jewish communities after the Soviet
annexation of Romanian territories. The
narration is accompanied by radio broadcasts
and patriotic songs (some of which include
anti-Semitic lyrics). Jude’s approach to the
subject is challenging and disturbing. While
Jude is a somewhat monotonous narrator and
the English subtitles are occasionally difficult
to read, this experimental approach to retelling the horrors of the Holocaust is striking,
overall. Recommended. Aud: C, P. (P. Hall)

December Days HHH

(2016) 45 min. In Spanish w/English subtitles.
DVD: $295. Icarus Films. PPR.

Between 1975 and 1991, Cuba threw its
support to the leftist government of Angola,
encouraging a half-million Cuban men to
enlist in their own island nation’s military
and be deployed to the South African country, with the result that about 2,000 of those
soldiers died in the prolonged war. Filmmaker
Carla Valdés León’s December Days explores
how those losses and that war continue to
haunt Cubans. There is a strong sense that
the war in Angola is now forgotten history,
drawing scant acknowledgement from either
officials or the public, who are unwilling to
see the veterans (many still suffering from
trauma) as patriots. León introduces several
people who are still affected on a personal
level, including a family whose very elderly
matriarch lost both of her sons to the battle
and a circle of middle-aged men who grouse
about being forgotten by an uncaring government, as well as archivists who are struggling
to identify still-missing Cuban soldiers from
old photographs. Towards the end of the film,
a now-aging wartime journalist who was in
Angola is seen trying to walk through a street
flooded by a rising river—a problem that locals say no one in charge has ever fixed. And
this seems like a built-in metaphor for December Days with its story of a dysfunctional
response to national sacrifice. Recommended.
Aud: C, P. (T. Keogh)

Fidelandia: Behind the Curtain of Cuba’s
Revolution HHH
(2017) 77 min. In Spanish w/English subtitles.
DVD: $145: public libraries; $350: colleges &
universities. DRA. PRAGDA. PPR.

Part history lesson and part sociological
assessment, Isaias Castañeda’s documentary
presents a surprisingly even-handed view of

Resistance at Tule Lake HHH1/2

(2018) 78 min. DVD: $19.95. First Run Features (avail. from most
distributors).

While many have heard of the shameful incarceration of
Japanese-Americans during World War II, most are unaware of
just how bad things were at Tule Lake, CA, where thousands of
Issei (i.e., first-generation immigrants who came to the U.S. from
Japan) and Nisei (the offspring of those immigrants) were held
under martial law. Filmmaker Konrad Aderer’s documentary
offers a sad revelation of the extent of the race-based misery that
the U.S. inflicted on fellow Americans who were reclassified as
“enemy aliens,” including beatings, torture, prisons within prisons, and a relentless
pressure to make Japanese-Americans’ lives so unbearable that they would renounce
their citizenship and move to Japan (where many had never been before). Set against
these policies was the resistance by some leaders among the prisoners, whose mobilization of a confined community was met with violence by their military captors.
While there are many fine documentaries about these internment camps on U.S. soil,
Resistance at Tule Lake stands out for revealing the more extreme examples of official
cruelty, drawing on interviews with survivors and historians who detail the horror
of this almost unimaginable tragedy. Extras include bonus interviews. Highly recommended. Aud: C, P. (T. Keogh)
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Fidel Castro’s Cuba, balancing observations
from exiles who participated in the Bay of
Pigs invasion with comments from spokespeople for the Communist regime, along with
remarks by ordinary citizens who have mixed
opinions. Castañeda offers a brief survey of
Castro’s rebellion against the Batista dictatorship, a description of the regime he created,
and an account of its development through
the long, punishing U.S. embargo, which was
finally relaxed by President Obama, only to
be reversed by President Trump. The major
emphasis of Fidelandia, however, is on how
a cross-section of Cubans (along with some
Cuban-Americans) view the Castro years. A
few remain true believers, but most are disillusioned: younger people yearn for greater
freedom and opportunity (and improved Internet access), while older folk (many retirees
struggling on tiny pensions) complain that
the promises of the revolution were never
kept (although they might have been realized
for a privileged few). Even some interviewees
associated with the government admit, with
a degree of ruefulness, that not all of Castro’s
objectives were met. Shot for the most part
without official authorization, Fidelandia is at
times technically ragged, but it offers a closeup, personal view of life in a country that is
trapped in a curious time warp by American
economic sanctions, as well as insight into
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the continued hostility toward the regime
among Cuban-Americans who were forced
off the island after the 1959 revolution. Recommended. Aud: C, P. (F. Swietek)

ISIS, Tomorrow: The Lost Souls of Mosul
HHH1/2

(2018) 80 min. In Arabic w/English subtitles. DVD:
$320. DRA. Film Platform (avail. from www.
filmplatform.net, Jan. 20). PPR.

The terrorist group ISIS may have lost
virtually all of the territory in Syria and Iraq
that made up its so-called caliphate, but this
documentary by filmmakers Francesca Mannocchi and Alessio Romenzi makes clear that
its legacy of hatred lives on in the youth of
the Iraqi city of Mosul, which was under ISIS
control for three years before its liberation
by coalition forces in 2017. The film offers
sobering footage of the material devastation
caused by years of warfare, but its focus is on
the psychological impact on the boys of the
city. Several wistfully recall the pre-war years,
and are still tormented by later experiences.
Some are the children of ISIS opponents, who
witnessed the torture and execution of their
fathers, brothers, and other relatives, and they
harbor an abiding hatred of the oppressors.
Others were indoctrinated in jihadist ideology and trained in the ways of war by their ISIS
fathers, becoming robotic child fighters and
participating gleefully in the horrors that the
terrorists perpetrated. This latter group is now
treated as pariahs, living under virtual house
arrest and attacked if they venture outside
their squalid homes. Interviews with mothers
and wives reinforce the overwhelming sense
of loss that permeates the entire population,
but what comes through most clearly is the
profound hatred that lingers on both sides,
inevitably leading one to conclude that it is
only a matter of time before it explodes in
another spasm of violence. A harrowing and
deeply disturbing film, this is highly recommended. Aud: C, P. (F. Swietek)

Operation Dynamo HHH

(2017) 38 min. DVD: $14.99. DRA. Vision Video
(avail. from most distributors).

“Operation Dynamo” is perhaps better
known as the Dunkirk evacuation, the famously dramatic 1940 military operation to
rescue the British Expeditionary Force from
invading Germans on the northern coast of
France. Filmmaker Benjamin Owen’s short
documentary takes a light-handed Christian
approach to telling this story of hard-won
salvation for hundreds of thousands of
Allied personnel, using as a framing device
the separation of a married couple when the
husband goes out to battle. Narrated by Stuart
Burgess, the film features interviews with
military historians Stephen Thurston-Keller
and William Potter, who fill in the details of
how the British, Belgians, and French were
trapped by the Germans, and how volunteers
with boats helped military vessels shuttle the
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The Richmond Rosies: The Women Who Built Ships
HHH
(2015) 44 min. DVD: $38.99. Dreamscape Media. PPR.

In 1936, 82% of Americans believed that women belonged in
the home. That changed with World War II, when six million
women filled the gap left by men fighting abroad. The image of
Rosie the Riveter, arm flexed in a show of strength, represented
working women (and lives on as a symbol of equality today).
Director Ken Stewart catches up with five women who worked in
Richmond, CA’s Kaiser Shipyards during the 1940s. Some were
married, some not. Some had kids, some did not. Mary Torres and Katherine “Kay”
Morrison were certified journeyman welders. Priscilla Elder was an electrician, and
Marian Sousa and Marian Wynn worked as a draftsman and a pipe welder, respectively.
If jobs were plentiful, housing was not. Although all five found places to live, they knew
others who didn’t. Sousa remembers a night shift worker who stored her belongings
in a locker and slept in movie theaters during the day. While the women received
mostly equal treatment at work, the increased spending power at home contributed to
matrimonial problems with husbands who felt threatened by their wives’ newfound
autonomy. “Before the war,” Sousa explains, “women were second class citizens. We
had no say-so; the men had all the say-so.” After the war, the jobs disappeared, and
the women were forced to reinvent themselves again, a bittersweet outcome as many
would have liked to continue to work. Revisiting a key chapter in women’s history, this
engaging documentary is recommended. Aud: C, P. (K. Fennessy)
Brits across the English Channel to regroup
at home again. Equally powerful is the story
of nightmarish uncertainty in England as to
whether the Germans would invade, and the
courageous, inspiring presence of Winston
Churchill. Recommended. Aud: P. (T. Keogh)

TRAVEL & GEOGRAPHY
Guatemala: On the Edge of Discovery
HHH
(2018) 78 min. DVD: S24.99 ($99.99 w/
PPR: public libraries; $249 w/PPR: colleges &
universities). DRA. Winebrenner Productions
(avail. from guatemaladocumentary.com).

An armchair traveler’s guide to Guatemala,
filmmaker Brent Winebrenner’s documentary
is as honest about the Caribbean nation’s
significant problems as it is boosterish about
Guatemala’s cultural history and natural
splendor. The camera captures both the
sprawling green paradise that comprises
much of the hilly country, and the areas where rogue ranchers and farmers are
clear-cutting large sections of forests (even
in national parks). The film also takes viewers to Antigua, a colorful island with good
food, open markets, and a thriving art scene.
Winebrenner doesn’t avoid the country’s
tragic history with the U.S.—which includes
backing a coup to overthrow a popular
leftist president, as well as the United Fruit
Company’s infamous tendency to throw its
weight around the nation. Some of the most
interesting material here focuses on abundant
Mayan civilization relics, many found underground that are detectable by scanners. An
interesting and insightful travelogue, this is
recommended. Aud: P. (T. Keogh)
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Outback HHH1/2

(2017) 180 min. DVD: $24.99 ($54.99 w/PPR).
PBS Video. SDH captioned. ISBN: 978-1-53170048-5.

The Kimberley region of Western Australia
is roughly the size of California, but only
boasts a population of about 40,000 people.
This area in the Outback is arid for many
months of the year, drawing life from its
rainy season, yet is also home to an incredibly
diverse wildlife, awesome scenery, and vast
stretches of virtually untouched landscape.
Filmmaker Brendan Fletcher’s PBS-aired
three-part documentary shines a spotlight
on the park rangers, cattle ranchers, and
Aborigines (called “traditional owners” here)
who live with and protect the animals and
natural landscape of the Outback. Traffic is
rare on the region’s straight highways, but
many kangaroos are struck and killed by cars,
leading to orphaned baby ‘roos, called joeys,
who must be raised on sanctuaries and handfed by bottle, sometimes taking years before
they can be released back into the wild. Along
the coast, researchers explore the “dinosaur
highway,” mapping ancient footprints and
tracks when the tide allows. The scientists
must keep a wary lookout for the ferocious
saltwater crocodiles who, along with their
freshwater cousins, make venturing into any
of the Outback’s bodies of water a dangerous
pastime. Out at sea, divers search for valuable
pearl oysters, while avoiding frisky, curious
humpback whales, who can snare diver
lines. Many sea turtles, lizards, birds, and
small mammals don’t survive to adulthood,
threatened by feral cats, native predators,
and invasive, non-native species. Aborigines
regard much of this landscape as sacred to the
spirits of their ancestors, and rock art many

J A N U A R Y / F E B R U A R Y

2 0 1 9

thousands of years old is still discovered on
cave walls. The Outback maintains a frontier existence, in which Australian cowboys
seen here blow off steam by drinking beer
and competing for prize money at weekend
rodeos. A beautifully-filmed info-packed
armchair journey featuring engaging human
interest stories, this is highly recommended.
Aud: C, P. (S. Rees)

BIOGRAPHY

various locations. The film ends with Walker
speculating about the cause of the accident
and suggesting that Coleman has received
short shrift in books and other publications
about historic aviation feats and trailblazing
pilots. Although overly loud atmospheric
background music occasionally competes
with Walker’s onscreen commentary, this
laudatory profile of a brave woman who broke
the aviation color barrier, fought racism,
and fostered African American pride tells an
inspiring story. Extras include an interview
with Doolittle. A strong optional purchase.
Aud: H, C, P. (S. Beauregard)

The Legend: The Bessie Coleman Story
HH1/2

Livingston Taylor: Life Is Good HHH

Elizabeth Bessie Coleman, who was born
in rural Texas in 1892, is best remembered as
the first African American pilot in the U.S.
Enthusiastically hosted by Aneva Walker,
filmmaker Gardner Doolittle’s documentary
spotlights the life, achievements, and accomplishments of the outspoken Coleman, who
moved to Chicago in 1915 and met a newspaper owner who helped finance her training
at a school in France (black women were not
allowed to enroll in U.S. flying schools). After
returning to the states, Coleman put on air
shows throughout the country, including
Florida, where a mysterious flying accident
tragically ended her life in 1926. The Legend
combines short dramatizations, newspaper
clippings, sepia photographs, movie clips,
vintage airplane footage, and book illustrations, as Walker tells Coleman’s story from

Livingston Taylor is a musician, teacher,
airplane pilot, and bow-tie aficionado.
Tracey Anarella’s admiring profi le focuses
primarily on his 28-year career as a music
instructor at Berklee College of Music. Taylor hails from the same prominent North
Carolina family as siblings Kate and James
Taylor and nephews Ben and Isaac Taylor.
Like his older brother, he got his start by
playing in coffee shops. Longtime friend
Tom Chapin, younger brother of Harry
Chapin, remembers performing at an early
gig with Livingston and recommending that
they bill themselves as “brothers of,” but
the latter shut that idea down quickly. While
James doesn’t appear in the documentary, his
ex-wife Carly Simon here recalls that “the first
Taylor I met was Livingston in 1970 or ‘69.”
After three records, Livingston felt he needed

(2018) 108 min. DVD: $24.99 ($199.99 w/PPR).
Dreamscape Media. Closed captioned.

(2018) 81 min. DVD: $19.99: individuals; DVD:
$59.99: institutions ($249.99 w/PPR). A Roll
Pictures (avail. from www.traceyanarella.com).

Basquiat: Rage to Riches HHH

(2017) 75 min. DVD: $24.99 ($54.99 w/PPR). PBS Video. ISBN: 978-15317-0638-8.

Manhattan in the 1970s was marked by urban decay, grit,
crime, and graffiti. But for some, New York City brought personal
and artistic freedom (with low rents), resulting in the birth of a
“new visual language.” Filmmaker David Shulman’s PBS-aired
American Masters documentary traces the improbable, rapid rise
and fall of Jean-Michel Basquiat. He came from a mixed Puerto
Rican and Haitian background, was always drawing, and dropped
out of school early. Fueled by abundant talent and charisma, and
hoping for fame and fortune, Basquiat hit the streets, spray painting walls, bridges,
and storefronts with the tag “SAMO.” It wasn’t long before the city was asking who
SAMO was, and a natural talent for self-promotion soon led him to reveal his identity.
Basquiat was always restless, trying new forms long before he could afford a studio
of his own. The film describes his prolific rate of production (often fueled by drugs),
backed with intuitive insights into the city’s current scene. Myths were floated that a
gallery owner kept Basquiat chained in a basement to keep him working, and a racist
“myth of the primitive” led many to underestimate the hard work and vision behind
his art. Music and poetry were always an influence on Basquiat, and a long-held dream
led to an eventual collaboration with Andy Warhol, a partnership that abruptly ended
when a review suggested that Basquiat was “Warhol’s mascot.” Basquiat often insisted
on being paid in drugs or cash for his work, and he died of a drug overdose at the age
of 27. Today, his works sell for millions at auction. Featuring testimony from family,
friends, and lovers, this portrait of a major contemporary artist is recommended. Aud:
C, P. (S. Rees)
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a change as his sales had started to slip, so
he became a guest instructor at Berklee in
1984, and then a full-time teacher towards
the end of the decade. Although he admits
that he wasn’t a very good student, he loves
to teach. And while he never had kids, he
spends more time with them than most
adults. As he puts it, “I’m not interested in
interesting human beings; I’m interested in
interested human beings.” In addition to

his manager, Don Law, and the President
of Berklee, Anarella also interviews several
of Livingston’s students, including Chelsea
Berry, who has been performing with him
for the past six years. Livingston and others also sing folk-based songs throughout
the fi lm, including the title composition,
“Life Is Good.” An engaging portrait of a
lesser-known artist, this is recommended.
Aud: C, P. (K. Fennessy)

Harriet Tubman: They Called Her Moses HHH1/2

(2018) 55 min. DVD: $19.99. DRA. Vision Video (avail. from most
distributors).

An engrossing portrait of Harriet Tubman—the former slave
who fled Maryland and then made numerous return trips to lead
another 300 slaves to freedom on the Underground Railroad—this
fine documentary narrated by Alfrelynn Roberts examines the life,
remarkable courage, and dedication to human rights of Harriet
Tubman, who was also called “General Tubman” and “Moses.”
Combining archival materials, dramatic re-creations, visits to
historical sites, and compelling observations by historians from
the Smithsonian and elsewhere, the film traces Tubman’s story from her oppressed
childhood, to her brutal treatment at the hands of white owners, to her role as conductor
on the Underground Railroad. Viewers will learn about Tubman’s wiliness in eluding
capture during her daring rescues of slaves, her boldness in scouting for the Union Army
in the Civil War, and her energy that was channeled toward the nascent women’s rights
movement. Telling the epic chronicle of a life of incredible accomplishments achieved
at tremendous risk, this is highly recommended. Aud: H, C, P. (T. Keogh)
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Master HHH

(2016) 72 min. In Chinese & English w/English
subtitles. DVD: $19.95. Cinema Libre Studio (avail.
from most distributors).

Although shot with a decidedly low-budget
infomercial look, filmmaker Dastan Khalili’s
documentary on 84-year-old Grandmaster
Zhou Ting Jue is actually a subtle gem of a
character study that explores the potentialities of Chinese Qi energy. Grandmaster Jue
first came to San Francisco’s Chinatown as
a poor immigrant and learned martial arts
before returning to Shanghai, where he spent
time in prison for teaching kung fu to local
gangsters (although there is unfortunately
not as much background here on his fractious
relationship with the Chinese Communist
Party). Through the energy of Qi, Jue seems
to have the ability to raise his own body
temperature high enough to make a rolledup towel (with aluminum foil inside) begin
to emit steam. His healing techniques are
also credited with saving a victim of frostbite
from a life of excruciating pain and a possible
early death. Interwoven with these supposed
feats of human superpower are the opinions
of skeptics in the mainstream medical community who claim that Jue’s powers cannot
possibly be genuine. While offering views
from both sides, Master neither confirms nor
refutes Jue’s Qi Gong methods, but simply
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portrays them as tantalizingly inexplicable.
Extras include deleted scenes. Recommended.
Aud: C, P. (M. Sandlin)

Ohiyesa: The Soul of an Indian HHH1/2
(2018) 57 min. DVD: $29.95 ($225 w/PPR). Vision
Maker Media. Closed captioned.

Directed by John Whitehead and Jesse
Heinzen, this documentary tells the story
of a remarkable man whose life bridged
several different chapters in the epic story
of European-Americans and First Nations
peoples. Charles Eastman, a Santee Dakota
Native American born in Minnesota in 1858
and given the name Ohiye S’a (Dakota for
“always wins”), survived the bloody, even
murderous, treatment of the Dakota nation
in the late 19th century and went on to
become a physician working for the Bureau
of Indian Affairs on the Pine Ridge Reservation. Eastman later supplemented his private
practice by becoming a popular and prolific
author of books about growing up Dakota
and stories from Indian lore and culture. He
was also an early champion of the YMCA
organization, helping to establish chapters on
scores of reservations, and was instrumental
in the founding of the Boy Scouts, which he
felt preserved something of native culture.
Combining archival materials along with
interviews with experts (including author
Louise Erdrich), the film follows Eastman
descendant and narrator Kate Beane, who is
trying to keep her ancestor’s legacy alive. A
gripping portrait of a fascinating figure, this
is highly recommended. Aud: C, P. (T. Keogh)

The Prince and the Dybbuk HHH

(2018) 82 min. DVD: $125: public libraries;
$295 w/PPR: colleges & universities. Seventh Art
Releasing.

Michal Waszynski (1904-1965), who was
born Moshe Waks in what is now the Ukraine,
and was later known to many of his European friends and colleagues as the Prince of
Poland, was a filmmaker whose most famous
directorial effort was The Dybbuk (1937), a Yiddish-language adaptation of Sholom Ansky’s
play about a young woman haunted by the
spirit of her dead lover. The film is recognized
for offering an important window into the
shtetl culture that existed in eastern Europe
prior to the Holocaust. Filmmakers Elwira
Niewiera and Piotr Rosołowski’s documentary
includes footage from The Dybbuk, but only
as a part of a general biography that paints
Waszynski as a man who lived a colorful
life—becoming, for example, a photographer
for a Polish division attached to the Soviet
army during World War II, a member of the
Italian aristocracy (adopted by a well-to-do
Roman family and supported by a countess),
and a producer on several huge films made in
Spain by Samuel Bronston, including The Fall
of the Roman Empire. The major focus, however, is on the secrets Waszynski kept, which
include the reasons for changing his name
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and converting to Christianity (connected
with wanting to escape an unhappy past and
grief—with perhaps a sense of guilt—over the
extermination of family members back in
Ukraine), and his repressed homosexuality.
One can quibble about the hazy, impressionistic style adopted by the filmmakers, but the
wealth of archival material and newly-shot
interviews here make for a compelling story
about a fascinating and mysterious man.
Recommended. Aud: C, P. (F. Swietek)

Wyeth HHH1/2

(2018) 82 min. DVD: $24.99 ($54.99 w/PPR). PBS
Video. ISBN: 978-1-5317-0606-7.

Andrew Wyeth (1917-2009) was one of the
most beloved American artists of the last half
of the 20th century. Paradoxically, Wyeth’s
popularity often led to his being underestimated or dismissed by art critics. On the
100th anniversary of his birth, this PBS-aired
American Masters documentary, directed by
Glenn Holsten, takes a new, appreciative look
at Wyeth’s long career. Andrew was home
schooled in the studio of his father, artist
and illustrator N.C. Wyeth. Summers were
spent on the coast of Maine, while the rest
of the year was centered around the Wyeths
home in Chadds Ford, PA. Andrew’s gift for
painting was discovered when he was young,
and by his early 20s his work was selling well,
and he attracted serious attention in the art
world. His father encouraged his children
to retain the wonder of childhood, and
Andrew displayed an almost painful sensitivity, returning to the same landscapes as
the inspiration for his painting. His father’s
premature, traumatic death in a car-train
wreck propelled Andrew into independence
and achieving his artistic vision, while his
wife Betsy handled his business affairs.
The documentary describes the creation of
Wyeth’s masterpiece Christina’s World, and
his friendship with neighbor Karl Kuerner,
the subject of many of his paintings. Wyeth’s
techniques, particularly his use of tempera in
his brush strokes, was well suited to his dark,
barren landscapes. Other topics include his
depiction of African American neighbors,
his hidden trove of “Helga” paintings, and
his themes of timelessness and yearning.
Featuring excerpts from Wyeth home movies, as well as interviews with model Helga
Testorf, artist son Jamie, and friends, this is
highly recommended. Aud: H, C, P. (S. Rees)

Visit Video Librarian Online (www.
videolibrarian.com) for more reviews
during January and February, including:
Atomic Homefront, Billy Graham: An Extraordinary Journey, California Typewriter,
In My Room, The Issue of Mr. O’Dell, Kingdoms of the Sky, Root Cause, and much
more!
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Series Update
The following titles are new additions
to series previously recommended. Titles
are available from most distributors unless otherwise noted.
Newly available from
Samuel Goldwyn Films
is Somm 3 (78 min.,
DVD: $19.95, Blu-ray:
$24.95), director Jason
Wise’s third foray into
the behind-the-scenes
world of vino, featuring
insights from connoisseurs including Steven Spurrier, Jancis
Robinson, and Fred Dame. See review of
Somm: Into the Bottle in VL-11/16.
Produced by the Smithsonian Channel and available from PBS is The Real
Story: Master and Commander (45
min., DVD: $14.99), presenting the facts
behind the titular period war-drama
film and the Aubrey-Maturin nautical
book series by Patrick O’Brien. See review
of The Real Story: Saving Private Ryan in
VL-3/18.
Shout! Factory is releasing My Little
Pony—Friendship is Magic: Hearts
and Hooves (110 min., DVD: $14.99),
the latest in the beloved computer-animated series, which finds the cute
creatures of Equestria navigating the
romantic trials of “Hearts and Hooves
Day.” See review of My Little Pony:
Equestria Girls in VL-11/13.
Kino Lorber is releasing The Pink
Panther Cartoon Collection, Volume 4
1971-1975 (138 min., DVD: $19.95, Bluray: $29.95), co-created by Warner Bros.
animator Friz Freleng, which features
22 animated escapades based on Blake
Edwards’s original creation, plus new
audio commentaries. See review of The
Pink Panther Classic Cartoon Collection in
VL-3/06.
Warner Bros. Home
Entertainment is releasing Peanuts by Schulz:
It’s Only Love (126
min., DVD: $14.98),
which features Charles
M. Schulz’s classic comic strip characters in a
holiday-themed Valentine’s Day compilation of 18 animated
stories, including “The Mysteries of
Love,” “The Little Red-Haired Girl,” and
“Too Cute.” See review of Peanuts by
Schulz: Snoopy Tales in VL-3/17.
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Japanese Anime
Action Heroine Cheer
Fruits: Complete
Collection HHH

(2017) 2 discs. 300 min. In
Japanese w/English subtitles.
Blu-ray: $59.99. Sentai
Filmworks (avail. from most
distributors).

Hinano City is a small and fading locale,
not even possessing its own Action Heroine
(a form of competitive celebrity entertainment). When a visiting Heroine cancels her
appearance, Mikan Kise decides to cheer her
crestfallen little sister by staging her own
show. She recruits athletic action program fan
Ann Akagi, and their earnest performance together garners the notice of Misaki Shirogane,
who is determined to honor her grandfather’s
legacy by restoring the city’s fortunes. As the
group adds members, evolving from a solo
copycat Heroine into their own unique, Hinano-themed team, they gain in popularity
both locally and nationally. But through all
the growing pains and self-doubts, Misaki’s
belief that she’s cursed by bad luck may be
the biggest threat of all. This series borrows
from a lot of other material, obviously from
idol shows (including anime titles such as
Love Live!) and of course from sentai tokusatsu (team-special-effects based) shows. But
it is distinguished by its relentless positivity
and friendship vibe, even when each character is struggling with their own obligatory
problems. The action is fun, if occasionally
repetitive, and the story is breezy with some
pauses for heartfelt sincerity. Also welcome
is the more than token treatment of Genki
Aoyama, the team member whose wheelchair
is not what makes her one of the most interesting characters. Presenting all 12 episodes
from 2017 in a Blu-ray edition, in Japanese
with English subtitles, rated TV-14, this
pleasant series is recommended. (L. Martincik)

Ai Tenchi Muyo! The
Complete Series HH

(2014) 3 discs. 200 min. Bluray/DVD Combo: $49.99.
Funimation (avail. from most
distributors).

In Japan, the first Tenchi
Muyo anime appeared in
1992 and essentially became an industry tent
pole, with a whole host of music CDs, radio
shows, manga, etc., centered on characters
and concepts from the time-tested “harem
comedy” narrative (young guy is fawned over
by nubile females, mostly alien). Newbies will
likely be bewildered by this spin-off that features a gimmick: really short episodes (50 in
all) running four minutes each. Everything
here happens at a high-speed pace, which
will be confusing to those unfamiliar with
chara in-jokes and geographical references.
Tenchi, who started out as a schoolboy son
of a temple priest, is now a mild-mannered
22-year-old teacher at a rural girls’ school,
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cohabiting chastely with his usual supporting
pursuers, who include Ryoko, the voluptuous
space pirate, and interplanetary royal princesses Ayeka and Sasami. Episodes center on
preparations for a Cultural Festival, shenanigans with the school’s giant guardian robo,
nude-bathing cheesecake, and an ongoing
treasure hunt connected to a dimensional rift
in ancient times. In the concluding episodes
these separate narrative strands combine to
focus on a danger that threatens the whole
galaxy (it turns out that Tenchi is actually
on a secret mission in a sort of alternative
reality). Tenchi remains incredibly colorless
despite all of the female fascination, which
some fans say is the joke. Presenting all 50
episodes from 2014 in a dual-language Bluray/DVD Combo set, rated TV-14, this is an
optional purchase. (C. Cassady)

Aokana: Four Rhythms
Across the Blue HH

(2013) 2 discs. 300 min. Bluray: $64.98. Funimation (avail.
from most distributors).

A role-playing/mobile
video game inspired this
series that will remind viewers of the game of quidditch from the Harry
Potter universe. In the future, the discovery
of anti-gravity particles has changed human society in manifold ways, but for the
school-age characters here, the big deal is the
development of “Flying Circus,” featuring
one-on-one airborne athletic martial-artsmeets-track-and-field competition utilizing
lighter-than-air powered footwear that allows
anyone to soar into the heavens. Heroine
Asuka Kurashina is a transfer student at a
school where Flying Circus is a major preoccupation (nobody seems to have any studies
or homework) and the adult teachers are
retired FC champions or coaches. Can Asuka
and her immodestly-dressed cohorts master
the necessary techniques to win the finals?
Aokana is a very familiar sports anime title
featuring the usual messages about teamwork,
friendship, and determination. Compiling all
12 episodes from 2016 in a dual-language Bluray edition, rated TV-14, this is an optional
purchase. (C. Cassady)

Aura Battler Dunbine:
Complete Collection
HHH

(1984) 6 discs. 1,225 min. Bluray: $99.98. Sentai Filmworks
(avail. from most distributors).

Aura Bat tle r D unbine
(1983 - 84) is one of the lesser-k now n
anime titles imported and dubiously dubbed
by American impresario Carl Macek in the
1980s, but fans value its contribution to the
“mecha” genre, which includes the better
remembered Mobile Suit Gundam (from the
same talents) and Robotech franchises. The
story is set in a fantasy parallel-Earth realm
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called Byston Well, where Tolkien-style
kings use mystical “aura” forces (the elemental stuff of all spirits) to energize giant
combat robots and flying warcraft. But the
weaponry proves corrupting, and a warlord
named Drake opens a channel to Earth to
abduct unwary motocross riders (with their
superior reflexes) for training as aura-battler
pilots in his conquests. And that is how neglected teen Show Zama winds up in Byston
Well, where he falls in with resistance fighters who are always unsure whether to trust
him because of his “Upper Earth” origins.
Midway through the episode cycle, Show
and his foes open portals back to Earth
(killing thousands of Tokyo citizens and
even destroying Paris as collateral damage),
where the long-missing Earthlings and their
technology are mistaken for aliens (even by
Show’s disagreeable mom). More mature
than some of its contemporaries, with
powerful themes related to death, honor,
and betrayal, Aura Battler Dunbine continues
to hold interest, even with its dated animation style (and watch for a cameo by Queen
Elizabeth II!). Compiling all 49 episodes in a
dual-language Blu-ray edition, rated TV-14,
this is recommended. (C. Cassady)

Girlish Number:
Complete Collection
HH1/2

(2016) 2 discs. 300 min. Bluray: $59.98. Sentai Filmworks
(avail. from most distributors).

Girlish Number, which
appeared in Japan simultaneously as a manga
comic and a serialized novel, aims to be an
insider comedy-drama centered on the anime industry. Heroine Chitose Karasuma, an
aspiring young voiceover artist/singer, lands
a supporting role in the Japanese cartoon TV
series Millennium Princess x Kowloon Overlord,
on which her brother works. He is also her
grumpy roommate, disillusioned with the
business. She maintains an indefatigable, upbeat attitude, although other studio personnel
(even journalists and fans) can’t remember
her name. The show’s costars have different
attitudes towards their work, sometimes
feeling friendless, while others are gungho even for cheesecake “fan service” bikini
photo sessions. In talky subplots, the young
fantasy novelist who created Millennium
Princess suffers an amusing mental breakdown over his displeasure with the anime
adaptation, and the troupe faces social-media reaction, family disapproval, and misfire-ridden live appearances. Chitose herself
loses heart under pressure, and the rather
un-Japanese conclusion is that tomorrow
is another day—even if our anime today
is lame. Presenting all 12 episodes from
2016 in a Blu-ray edition, in Japanese with
English subtitles, rated TV-14, this series
aimed at hardcore anime buffs is a strong
optional purchase. (C. Cassady)
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Saga of Tanya the Evil:
The Complete Series
HHH

(2017) 4 discs. 300 min. Bluray/DVD Combo: $64.98.
Funimation (avail. from most
distributors).

Just when you thought
anime could not get more bizarre, this series
serves up an unholy mix of cross-gender
reincarnation, alternate universe 20th-century European history, and quasi-religious
commentary. Tanya Degurechaff is a blonde,
blue-eyed, 9-year-old girl fighting in a 1923
conflict that looks an awful lot like World
War I. But Tanya is actually the retroactively
reincarnated soul of a male Japanese salaryman from 2013 who killed the supervisor
that fired him—only to be called out by God
for failing to believe in Him (the salaryman
insists on calling God by the name “Being
X”). The conflict between Tanya and Being
X drives the story, as Tanya quickly becomes
an efficient warrior and is sent to an officer
training academy. Much of the series is
devoted to the alliances between countries
fighting this seemingly endless war and
Tanya’s blossoming maturity as a military
tactician—even though she is conspicuously
smaller and younger than her troops. Saga
of Tanya the Evil is, admittedly, ridiculous,
but it is a crisply-paced anime that should
appeal to fans of the offbeat. Presenting all
12 episodes from 2017 in a dual-language
Blu-ray/DVD Combo set, rated TV-MA, this
is recommended. (P. Hall)

Star Blazers 2199: Part
One HHH1/2

(2013) 4 discs. 325 min. Bluray/DVD Combo: $64.98.
Funimation (avail. from most
distributors).

The Japanese Space Battleship Yamato comics/anime/
movie franchise first appeared in 1974 and is
considered a classic (it was retitled Star Blazers
in English-export editions). This respectful
2012-13 remake brings notably lusher animation to a plot that anime fans know by
heart. In 2199, humanity faces eradication
within a year by the Gamilas (or, in English
dialogue, “Gamilons”), a fascistic race of
alien conquerors who are bombarding the
Earth’s surface with targeted asteroids. A data
transmission from more benign humanoids
in deep space suddenly gives humankind
advanced weaponry, propulsion technology,
and directions to a distant planet, wherein
lies humanity’s only hope for victory and
rehabbing the planet. In its last-resort push,
Earth launches a giant warship, the Yamato
(modeled after a heroic Imperial Japanese
Navy vessel of WWII) to follow the coordinates. Much alien-battling, infighting, peril,
sacrifice, and difficult command decisions
transpire during the odyssey. The beloved
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interplanetary battleship has as cherished
a profile for otaku as does the USS Enterprise
for Trekkers, and the music, along with the
character and set designs, stays lovingly close
to the original, although fans might note the
introduction of several female supporting
characters. Presenting the first 13 episodes
in a dual-language Blu-ray/DVD Combo set,
rated TV-14, extras include an English-dub
cast episode commentary and interviews
with voice actors. A fine reboot of a series that
had a strong influence on George Lucas’s Star
Wars, this is highly recommended. [Note: Star
Blazers 2199: Part Two is also newly available.]
(C. Cassady)

Tsure x dure Children
HH1/2

(2017) 2 discs. 156 min. Bluray/DVD Combo: $39.98.
Funimation (avail. from most
distributors).

Based on a web manga,
this romantic comedy anime series centers on the difficulties adolescents face in trying to express their feelings
for one another. Each brief episode focuses on
pairs of students who hem and haw, straining
to find the words to announce their attraction. In addition to the awkward attempts at
conversation, the characters have misunderstandings and misgivings, suffer intrusions
by other characters, and undergo breakups
and reunions galore as the dozen or so couples here stumble toward mutual affection.
Occasionally Katori, a strangely exuberant
boy who calls himself the dating master, intervenes to offer advice, but his own reaction
to the approaches of Kazuko, a girl infatuated
with him, is to reject her because it his role to
be “a prince to all.” Most of the characters in
Tsure x dure Children appear so fleetingly that
it’s hard to develop much of an emotional
connection, and there is a fair degree of repetitiveness as so many of the stories follow
a similar path. But the series deserves credit
for taking the pangs of puppy love seriously,
avoiding condescension while also mostly
eschewing clumsy slapstick. Presenting all
12 episodes from 2017 in a dual-language
Blu-ray/DVD Combo set, rated TV-PG, this is
a strong optional purchase. (F. Swietek)

Twin Star Exorcists
HHH

(2016) 4 discs. 325 min. Bluray/DVD Combo: $54.99.
Funimation (avail. from most
distributors).

told that she will meet an even more formidable warrior but he turns out to be retiring
schoolboy Rokuro, who claims to have sworn
off fighting monsters after a nightmarish
tragedy that resulted from his childhood
exorcist-pals trying to boost their powers.
Protestations notwithstanding, Benio and
Rokuro find themselves in ever-escalating
skirmishes, a situation complicated by the expectation that as two well-matched exorcists,
the pair are expected (by everyone in their
mystic-brotherhood subculture) to get married and give birth to a child who will be the
ultimate exorcist. The series features a good
deal of nudge-nudge humor over Rokuro and
Benio being forced—unwillingly—to cohabit
in a honeymoon house and start dating, although the off-color humor here seldom rises
to more than verbal/social embarrassments.
Presenting the first 13 episodes from 2016
in a dual-language Blu-ray/DVD Combo set,
rated TV-14, extras include a featurette with
Japanese voice actors Megumi Han and Natsuki Hanae with musicians who contributed
to the show, and a storyboard animatic.
Recommended. [Note: Twin Star Exorcists 2
and 3 are also newly available, with 4 slated
for release on Jan. 8.] (C. Cassady)

WorldEnd HH

(2017) 4 discs. 300 min. Bluray/DVD Combo: $64.98.
Funimation (avail. from most
distributors).

This anime adaptation of
a popular light novel—full
title: WorldEnd: What Do You
Do at the End of the World? Are You Busy? Will
You Save Us?—is set in a future where humans
have mostly been forced into extinction by
anthropomorphic creatures called Beasts.
The hero is a human named Willem, who
emerges from a state of centuries-long sleep
to join a group of girls—or, at least, girl-like
beings—who swing the “holy swords” in battle against the Beasts that inherited the world.
To its credit, the series initially offers a wealth
of imagination and character development,
both regarding the satisfyingly-crafted Beast
villains, and the girls with their odd-colored
hair and deceptively placid demeanors. But
WorldEnd unfortunately runs out of narrative
steam early on, becoming fairly predictable.
Presenting all 12 episodes from 2017 in a
dual-language Blu-ray/DVD Combo set, rated
TV-14, this is an optional purchase. (P. Hall)

Castlevania Goes Anime

A manga-derived paranormal action-adventure
that features whiplash turns from fright
scares to comedy, Twin Star Exorcists introduces precocious, self-possessed 14-year-old
girl Benio—a prodigy at battling grotesque
demons who are trying to enter the everyday
physical world and wreak destruction. She is

Available now, Castlevania: Season One (Viz, DVD:
$19.98, Blu-ray: $24.98),
based on the popular video
game franchise, is a Netflix
original series that follows
bitter and disgraced monster hunter Trevor Belmont
as he goes up against Dracula’s minions.
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Music Dance
Amy Winehouse: Back to
Black HHH
(2018) 93 min. DVD: $15.98,
Blu-ray: $18.99. Eagle Rock
Entertainment (avail. from
most distributors).

Filmmaker Jeremy
Marre’s engaging documentary takes a retrospective look at the recording
of Amy Winehouse’s hit 2006 album Back to
Black, combining interviews—with producers
Mark Ronson and Salaam Remi, members of
the backup band Dap-Kings, and other musicians who worked on the album—together
with archival footage of Winehouse in interviews and recording in the studio. Unlike Asif
Kapadia’s Oscar-winning 2015 biographical
documentary Amy (VL-11/15), the focus here
is not on Winehouse’s drug-and-alcohol-fueled personal life (although the film can’t
completely avoid the subject either), but
rather the music itself, especially the influence of ‘60s girl groups like the Ronettes (lead
singer Ronnie Spector appears here) on the hit
tracks “You Know I’m No Good,” “Rehab,”
and “Tears Dry on Their Own.” In archival
interviews, Winehouse talks about how her
ups and downs drove her lyric-writing (she
died in 2011 of a drug overdose; Back to Black
was her second and last studio album). Also
featured on the disc is “An Intimate Evening
in London,” a private performance from
February 2008 on the night that Winehouse
won five Grammy awards (she was banned
from entering the U.S. due to drug concerns).
She sings eight songs—including the aforementioned hits, “Addicted,” and “Love Is a
Losing Game”—in an intimate lounge setting
in this never-before-released mini-concert.
Although there are some bright moments,
the “never-before-released” decision is understandable given her apparent high and/
or inebriated state (halfway through the set
she requests a banana daiquiri and adds “I’m
serious”). Presented in DTS-5.1, Dolby Digital 5.1 and stereo on DVD, and DTS-HD 5.1
and LPCM stereo on Blu-ray, this bittersweet
chronicle of the making of a great album is
recommended. (R. Pitman)

Evanescence: Synthesis
Live HH1/2

(2017) 88 min. DVD: $20.99,
Blu-ray: $21.98. Eagle Rock
Entertainment (avail. from
most distributors).

A lthough Grammy
Award-winning Arkansas
group Evanescence is a band, frontwoman
Amy Lee is definitely the focus of this live
version of their fourth studio recording (and
earlier material) filmed in 2017 at Connecticut’s Grand Theater. The other players are
visible during the 19-song set but their time
on camera is relatively brief, although they
were also sharing the stage with a symphony
orchestra. The low lighting also contributes
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to the solo artist effect, while the additional
players help bring out the grandiosity in Evanescence’s quasi-operatic rock. Most songs
start out in relative calm before building to
a crescendo built around Lee’s powerful contralto. In that sense, she recalls Ann Wilson
of Heart and Florence Welch of Florence + the
Machine, only working with lesser material.
Some observers have described Evanescence
as a metal band, but that is not evident
here, although Lee’s red gown and black
corset reflect the group’s goth rock sound.
Throughout the show—which features the
hits “Swimming Home,” “My Immortal,”
and “End of the Dream,” among others—Lee
alternates between standing in front of the
microphone and sitting at a Steinway grand
piano. She ends by encouraging the audience,
“Embrace who you are. We can’t waste our
lives being afraid to live them,” which sums
up Evanescence’s mission to help alleviate
isolation and loneliness among their listeners.
Presented in DTS 5.1, Dolby Digital 5.1 and
stereo on DVD, and DTS-HD 5.1 and LPCM
stereo on Blu-ray, extras include a music
video for the song “Hi-Lo.” A strong optional
purchase. (K. Fennessy)

Imagine & Gimme Some
Truth: The Making of the
Imagine Album HHH
(2018) 152 min. DVD: $15.99,
Blu-ray: $21.98. Eagle Rock
Entertainment (avail. from
most distributors).

John Lennon had only
been an ex-Beatle for about a year when he
and Yoko Ono decided to make a film about
a day in their highly-scrutinized if also
frequently misunderstood lives. Directed
by the duo, 1972’s Imagine centers more on
Ono’s work as an avant-garde artist than
Lennon’s more pop-oriented material (not
that there isn’t some overlap between the
two). In lieu of narration, 16mm scenes play
out like chapters in a live-action autobiography, opening with Lennon, dressed in white,
playing “Imagine” on a white grand piano in
a white room as Ono, also dressed in white,
opens the windows to let in the cool English
light. Imagine features songs from Lennon’s
same-titled album together with Ono’s less
overtly commercial Fly, both released by Apple Records the same year. Gimme Some Truth
(2000), credited to director Andrew Solt, adds
recording session footage to excerpts from the
Imagine film. The participants include drummers Jim Keltner and Alan White, bassist
Klaus Voormann, guitarist George Harrison,
and producer Phil Spector, with whom the
two Beatles collaborated on Abbey Road. If
Imagine shows Lennon at his most playful and
relaxed, Gimme Some Truth finds him in work
mode, including the occasional outburst. For
all of the music that flows through these two
films—including “Jealous Guy,” “Power to
the People,” “Good Morning,” and “It’s So
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Hard”—they serve more as a document of a
high-profile marriage in which the partners
appear to be on the same wavelength at all
times, whether socializing with Miles Davis
and Jack Nicholson (in a sequence shot by
Jonas Mekas), playing chess in their summer
house, or marching for peace in London.
Presented in DTS 5.1, Dolby Digital 5.1 and
stereo on DVD, and DTS-HD 5.1 and LPCM
stereo on Blu-ray, extras include outtakes and
a photo shoot by David Bailey. Recommended. (K. Fennessy)

Long Strange Trip: The
Untold Story of the
Grateful Dead HHH1/2

(2017) 242 min. DVD: 2 discs,
$24.99; Blu-ray: $27.99. Rhino
Entertainment Company (avail.
from most distributors).

Long? Yes, four hours.
Strange? The Dead Heads can be a bit weird.
Trip? LSD does play a major role in the story of
the Grateful Dead. Filmmaker Amir Bar-Lev’s
aptly-titled epic documentary traces the evolution of the San Francisco rock band Grateful
Dead from their pre-Dead 1965 incarnation
as the Warlocks—playing as countercultural novelist Ken Kesey’s (One Flew Over the
Cuckoo’s Nest) house band at his famed “Acid
Test” LSD parties—to becoming Warner Bros.
recording artists releasing albums that were
notably low on singles (until the breakout
1970 hit “Truckin’), to performing in the U.S.
and Europe in the ‘70s with their unwieldy
500-speaker “Wall of Sound” array, and up
through their surprise popularity in the
MTV ‘80s thanks to the megahit “Touch of
Grey,” followed by the drug-related death in
1995 of frontman/guitarist Jerry Garcia. New
interviews with classic band members (guitarist Bob Weir, bassist Phil Lesh, drummers
Bill Kreutzmann and Mickey Hart, lyricist
John Perry Barlow), relatives, road crew, early
manager Sam Cutler (“The Grateful Dead are
dumb”), Warner exec Joe Smith, and Dead
Heads (including Al Franken) are combined
with extensive archival performance footage
for a well-rounded portrait of a highly influential rock group whose freeform approach
to music and life was their signature characteristic. Presented in DTS 5.1, Dolby Digital
5.1 and stereo on DVD, and Dolby TrueHD
5.1 and LPCM stereo on Blu-ray, this is highly
recommended. (R. Pitman)

Melanie: Live at the
Meltdown Festival 2007
HH1/2

(2007) 145 min. DVD: $19.95.
Music Video Distributors (avail.
from most distributors).

American singer-songwriter Melanie is no less
an acquired taste in this 2007 concert than
she was in the late 1960s, when she drew
attention for her appearance at Woodstock
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(although she isn’t seen in the famous film),
and for her subsequent flirty, near-novelty
song “Brand New Key.” Approximately age
60 when she recorded this London concert,
backed only by her guitar-wizard son Beau
Jarred, the older Melanie’s erratic yowl of
a voice still packs unexpected power as she
sprinkles past hits (“What Have They Done
to My Song Ma”) with crowd favorites (“Poet’s King”), then-new compositions (“The
Ballad of Crazy Love”), covers (“Carolina in
My Mind,” her overstated version of “Ruby
Tuesday”), and more in this 20-song set (plus
instrumentals by Beau). Her engagement with
the audience is personal and strong, and
she’s generous with stories and recollections.
Presented in Dolby Digital stereo, this is
more likely to appeal to diehard devotees of
Melanie than fans of ‘60s music in general. A
strong optional purchase. (T. Keogh)

Moses HH

(2015) 121 min. DVD: $19.99.
Virgil Films (avail. from most
distributors). Closed captioned.

The story of Moses is told
in this filmed musical production mounted by Sight
& Sound Theatres, which
offers family-friendly Bible-inspired offerings
at venues in Lancaster, PA, and Branson, MO.
On the plus side, Moses is one of the most
extravagant productions in contemporary
regional theater, featuring a huge cast (including horses, camels, and assorted barnyard
animals) on a massive stage where 60 sets
recreate the drama of Ancient Egypt. Highly
imaginative special effects bring the miracles
of the Book of Exodus to life (the parting of
the Red Sea is especially stunning) as Moses
leads the chosen people to the promised
land. But ultimately this is more a triumph of
style over substance. Composer Don Harper’s
score strives for a Broadway sound, but the
music is banal and underwhelming, while
the ensemble acting comes across like an
overly ambitious community theater group
who have taken on far more than they can
handle. Presented in 5.1 surround sound,
extras include behind-the-scenes featurettes.
Optional. (P. Hall)

Rolling Stones: Voodoo
Lounge Uncut HHH

(1994) 174 min. DVD: $24.98
(audio CDs included), Blu-ray:
$32.98 (audio CDs included).
Eagle Rock Entertainment
(avail. from most distributors).

Filmed at Miami’s Joe Robbie Stadium in
1994 (not in widescreen, unfortunately),
Britain’s reigning rock kings the Rolling
Stones—Mick Jagger (vocals), Keith Richards
(guitar), Ronnie Wood (guitar), and Charlie
Watts (drums)—are backed here by their
legendary lineup, including Darryl Jones on
bass, Chuck Leavell on keyboards, the late
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great Bobby Keys on sax, and Lisa Fischer
on backup vocals. Introduced by Whoopi
Goldberg, the Stones perform a mammoth
27-song set that features plenty of hits,
including “(I Can’t Get No) Satisfaction,”
“Tumbling Dice,” “Sympathy for the Devil,” “Honky Tonk Women,” “Start Me Up,”
“Brown Sugar,” and the closer “Jumpin’ Jack
Flash.” The Stones are joined by special guests
Sheryl Crow (“Live With Me”), Robert Cray
(“Stop Breakin’ Down Blues”), and Bo Diddley
(“Who Do You Love?”), and they perform a
standard B-stage breakout mini-set of three
songs, including the lovely ballad “Angie.” As
per usual, viewers must suffer through Richards singing two songs (“Before They Make
Me Run” and the aptly-titled “The Worst”),
and are subjected to too many tunes from
the Stones’ then-current and mostly forgettable Voodoo Lounge album, but overall this
is well-performed classic-arena-rock Stones.
Presented in DTS 5.1, Dolby Digital 5.1 and
stereo on DVD, and DTS-HD 5.1 and LPCM
stereo on Blu-ray, extras include five bonus
tracks from a New Jersey show and two audio
CDs capturing the entire Miami concert.
Recommended. (R. Pitman)

Steven Wilson—Home
Invasion: In Concert at
the Royal Albert Hall
HHH

(2018) 178 min. DVD:
$19.99, Blu-ray: $29.98 (audio
CDs included). Eagle Rock
Entertainment (avail. from
most distributors).

Home Invasion captures a 2018 performance
at London’s Royal Albert Hall by Steven Wilson, who was on tour in support of To the
Bone, the fifth studio recording made under
his own name. At almost three hours, the
21-song set certainly gave the audience their
money’s worth. In a bonus interview, Wilson
acknowledges that, “I don’t have any hits. It’s
kind of liberating.” While that may be true,
he has a deep catalog (not even including his
work with Porcupine Tree), which allows him
to range across genres from synth pop to prog
rock. Wilson has collaborated with Robert
Fripp and Alan Parsons, who co-produced
2013’s The Raven That Refused to Sing (And
Other Stories). If Wilson has a pleasant voice,
it isn’t especially distinctive, so it’s fortunate
that Israeli vocalist Ninet Tayeb joins him for
a few tracks, including “Pariah,” where her
soaring vocals overpower his to the extent
that she’s more like a lead singer than a duet
partner. Wilson’s quasi-psychedelic guitar
playing brings to mind Pink Floyd’s David
Gilmour, especially in his interplay with
keyboard player Adam Holzman, a former
Miles Davis sideman. Visually, Wilson’s artistic collaborators have pulled out all the stops
with video backdrops that include stop-motion animation, photographic collages, and
kaleidoscopic imagery, and the lighting
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ranges from clouds of fuchsia and violet to
stroboscopic effects. If Wilson is better known
in the U.K. than the U.S., this release—which
includes “Nowhere Now,” “Refuge,” and “The
Same Asylum as Before”—should help change
that. Presented in DTS 5.1, Dolby Digital 5.1
and stereo on DVD, and DTS-HD 5.1 and
LPCM stereo on Blu-ray, additional extras
include three rehearsal tracks. Recommended. (K. Fennessy)

Yessongs HHH

(1972) 70 min. Blu-ray: $19.95.
MVD Entertainment Group
(avail. from most distributors).

Filmed on 16mm in 1972
and later successfully released theatrically, Yessongs
features the classic Yes lineup of singer Jon
Anderson, guitarist Steve Howe, bassist
Chris Squire, keyboardist Rick Wakeman,
and drummer Alan White performing a seven-song set before an appreciative audience at
London’s Rainbow Theatre. At the time, Yes
was evolving into their prog-rock long-song
signature sound, playing two of the three
songs from their 1972 LP Close to the Edge (the
title track plus “And You and I”) here, along
with “I’ve Seen All Good People,” “Yours Is No
Disgrace,” and their hit single “Roundabout.”
A couple solo turns are added—Howe’s “Clap”
and Wakeman performing excerpts from
what would be his 1973 album The Six Wives
of Henry the VIII—as well as the “Würm”
section of “Starship Trooper.” Spiffed up for
Blu-ray, the show is visually fairly dark (it is
also presented in 1:33: 1 aspect ratio, with occasional trippy microscopic cellular footage),
although some extra light is thrown off by
Wakeman’s sparkly cape. But musically the
band is in fine form, even though the actual
sound quality is fairly mediocre. Still, this
remaster of the 40th anniversary special edition of this landmark concert film does look
and sound better than it ever has before and
Yes fans will surely appreciate the trip down
memory lane. Presented in Dolby Digital 5.1
(the menu incorrectly lists DTS-HD 5.1) and
LPCM 2.0 (and the sound options are also
incorrectly reversed), extras include Howe’s
guitar short “Beginnings” and the 2012 retrospective documentary “Yessongs: 40 Years
On.” Recommended. (R. Pitman)

The Hills Are Live
Shout! Factory has released The Sound of Music
Live (DVD: $16.98, Blu-ray:
$22.98)¸ Rodgers & Hammerstein’s beloved family
musical classic—featuring
songs including “Edelweiss,”
“My Favorite Things” and
“Sixteen Going on Seventeen”—performed
live with Kara Tointon as Maria, the tomboyish nun who reluctantly becomes the
governess for seven children.
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Distributor Addresses
Contact information for distributors of titles reviewed in this issue
are listed below. Some titles must
be ordered direct, while others are
available from a wide variety of
distributors.

Icarus Films
32 Court St., 21st Fl.
Brooklyn, NY 11201
Tel: (800) 876-1710
Web: icarusfilms.com

Women Make Movies
115 W. 29th St., Ste. 1200
New York, NY 10001
Tel: (212) 925-0606
Web: wmm.com

Kino Lorber Edu
333 W. 39th St., Ste. 503
New York, NY 10018
Tel: (800) 562-3330
Web: kinolorberedu.com

YMAA Publication Center
P.O. Box 480
Wolfeboro, NH 03894
Tel: (800) 669-8892
Web: ymaa.com

Boyd Productions
52 Wells Road
West Hartford, CT 06107
Tel: (860) 233-5870
Web: 3seconds.org

Marshall Publishing
1075 Bradford Ct.
Elgin, IL 60120
Tel: (888) 300-3455
Web: marshallpublishinginc.com

Bullfrog Films
P.O. Box 149
Oley, PA 19547
Tel: (800) 543-3764
Web: bullfrogfilms.com

Music Box Films
173 N. Morgan St.
Chicago, IL 60607
Tel: (312) 241-1320
Web: musicboxfilms.com

Collective Eye Films
1315 SE 20th Ave., #3
Portland, OR 97214
Tel: (971) 236-2056
Web: collectiveeye.org

PBS Video
2100 Crystal Dr.
Arlington, VA 22202
Tel: (800) 531-4727
Web: pbs.org

Danger Dog Films
5902 Coventry Ln.
Austin, TX 78723
Tel: (512) 659-8797
Web: dangerdogfilms.com

PRAGDA
302 Bedford Ave., #136
Brooklyn, NY 11249
Tel: (718) 473-0647
Web: pragda.com

Dreamscape Media
1417 Timberwolf Dr.
Holland, OH 43528
Tel: (877) 983-7326
Web: dreamscapeab.com

Seventh Art Releasing
6579 Pickwick St.
Los Angeles, CA 90042
Tel: (323) 259-8259
Web: 7thart.com

Film Movement
237 West 35th St., Ste. 604
New York, NY 10001
Tel: (866) 937-3456
Web: filmmovement.com

Strong Productions
24205 Wildbrook Ct.
Southfield, MI 48034
Tel: (313) 704-5612
Web: businessintheblack.net

First Run Features
630 Ninth Ave., Ste. 1213
New York, NY 10036
Tel: (800) 229-8575
Web: firstrunfeatures.com

TMW Media Group
2321 Abbot Kinney Blvd.
Venice, CA 90291
Tel: (800) 262-8862
Web: tmwmedia.com

Frameline Distribution
145 Ninth St., Ste. 300
San Francisco, CA 94103
Tel: (415) 703-8650
Web: frameline.org

Tugg
4210 Spicewood Springs Rd., Ste. 200
Austin, TX 78759
Tel: (855) 321-8844
Web: edu.tugg.com

Grasshopper Film
12 East 32nd St., 4th Fl.
New York, NY 10016
Tel: (646) 586-3060
Web: grasshopperfilm.com

The Video Project
145 Ninth St., Ste. 230
San Francisco, CA 94103
Tel: (800) 475-2638
Web: videoproject.com

Green Planet Films
P.O. Box 815
Stonington, CT 06378
Tel: (415) 377-5471
Web: greenplanetfilms.org

Vision Maker Media
1800 N. 33rd St.
Lincoln, NE 68503
Tel: (402) 472-3522
Web: visionmaker.org

Human Relations Media
59 Kensico Dr.
Mt. Kisco, NY 10549
Tel: (800) 431-2050
Web: hrmvideo.com

Vision Video
P.O. Box 540
Worcester, PA 19490
Tel: (800) 523-0226
Web: visionvideo.com
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Final Frame

Best Docs
Each year we watch some 200 documentaries recommended in these pages and on
our website in order to put together a list
of the 25 best (see the current selections
on pg. 43). After 14 years, the grand total
has reached 350 titles (Video Librarian Plus!
subscribers can see them all at www.videolibrarian.com).
Over the years, the lists have featured a
mix of higher-profile documentaries (past
entries have included Blackfish, Citizenfour,
The Cove, Grizzly Man, I Am Not Your Negro,
An Inconvenient Truth, Inside Job, The Jinx,
Man on Wire, March of the Penguins, Murderball, No End in Sight, Project Nim, Searching
for Sugarman, Sicko, Taxi to the Dark Side,
The Unknown Known, Waiting for Superman,
and Weiner) and less well-known titles (such
as 51 Birch Street, 112 Weddings, Best Kept
Secret, Big Enough, Big Men, The City Dark,
Dear Zachary, Four Seasons Lodge, The House
I Live In, How to Dance in Ohio, The Learning,
A Life Without Pain, Menstrual Man, Monster
Camp, Nursery University, The Revisionaries,
Sister Helen, Somm, Sunset Story, and Thank
You for Playing).
As usual, this year’s titles range across a

wide variety of subjects.
Several are biopics or profiles of wellknown and lesser-known individuals. Of
the former, both Morgan Neville’s Won’t
You Be My Neighbor? on avuncular children’s
TV entertainer Fred Rogers, and Betsy West
and Julie Cohen’s RBG on feisty, iconic,
Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg
served up inspiring portraits of individuals
who made a big difference in people’s lives.
No less inspiring were director Lindsey
Grayzel’s The Reluctant Radical on deeply
committed global warming activist Ken
Ward; filmmakers Linda Saffire and Adam
Schlesinger’s bittersweet profile of former
New York City Ballet prima ballerina Wendy Whelan, Restless Creature; and Eddie
Rosenstein’s documentary The Freedom to
Marry, on same-sex marriage activist Evan
Wolfson’s efforts to gain equal marriage
rights for gay and lesbian couples.
Many titles were thought-provoking.
Director Greg Kohs’s documentary Alpha
Go, which follows a competition between
an artificial intelligence program and
Chinese board game Go master Lee Sedol,
raises questions about the limits of human
intelligence. Filmmaker Janina Quint’s Germans & Jews explores Germany’s obligation
to reflect upon and remember its responsibility for the Holocaust. Fernand Melgar’s

cinema vérité documentary The Shelter details the
heartbreaking stories of
homeless immigrants who
nightly try to gain entrance to a shelter in Lausanne, Switzerland,
where beds are limited. And filmmakers
Jairus McLeary and Gethin Aldous’s The
Work, centering on male convicts at California’s Folsom State Prison who are in a
unique group therapy program, captures
emotionally wrenching footage of men
grappling with psychological issues related
to their fathers.
Of course, there are also some films on
the lighter side. Director Alexandre O.
Philippe’s documentary 78/52: Hitchcock’s
Shower Scene focusing on the infamous
shower scene in Alfred Hitchcock’s Psycho
is a film nerd’s dream. And while the underlying subject matter is serious, it’s hard
to beat filmmaker Joan Kron’s Take My
Nose…Please!—a lively look at Jewish female
comedians who opt for plastic surgery—for
sheer laughs per minute.
In short, 2018 was another banner year
for great documentaries. And 2019 promises
more of the same.
Happy viewing to all!
Randy Pitman
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