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The Vietnam War 
HHHH
(2017) 10 discs. 1,003 
min. DVD: $99.99 
($299.99 w/PPR), Blu-
ray: $129.99 ($299.99 w/
PPR). PBS Video (avail. 
from most distributors). 
SDH captioned.

Ken Burns completes 
his trilogy of major 
miniseries about Amer-
ica’s wars—following The Civil War (VL-5/90) 
and the World War II-themed The War (VL-
9/07)—with this 10-part, 18-hour treatment 
of the long and disastrous conflict in South-
east Asia that would claim over 58,000 Amer-
ican lives and hundreds of thousands more. 
Co-directed with Lynn Novick, The Vietnam 
War (which airs on PBS beginning Septem-
ber 17) presents a historical overview that 
stretches back to post-World War I Western co-
lonialism, detailing France’s initial move into 
Indochina, after which the U.S. stumbled into 
what would eventually become a quagmire 
during the Eisenhower and Kennedy admin-
istrations in pursuit of U.S. policy to contain 
Communist expansion. America’s involve-
ment accelerated inexorably under President 
Lyndon Johnson and continued into Richard 
Nixon’s presidency despite his election pledge 
to end the war (and his meddling in ongoing 
peace talks). The war eventually ended not 
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in victory but with withdrawal in 1975 as 
Saigon fell, leading to the desperate escape of 
remaining Americans—and abandonment of 
many Vietnamese who had provided support. 
The series simultaneously covers the strategic 
decision-making of the Communist leader-
ship in Hanoi while also documenting the 
growing anti-war movement in the U.S. that 
led to social and political divisions, wrapping 
up with the dedication of the Vietnam Vet-
erans Memorial Wall in 1982, and a look at 
subsequent efforts at reconciliation between 
the U.S. and Vietnam. Narrated by Peter 
Coyote, the series features impressive archival 
material, including newsreel footage, iconic 
photographs, recordings of official closed-
door conversations, and evocative period 
music. Interspersed throughout are numerous 
interviews, some with policymakers (the 
best-known figures are heard only in archival 
footage), but most with veterans (American as 
well as North and South Vietnamese), family 
members of those killed in battle on all sides, 
anti-war activists, and reporters. The Vietnam 
War is an exceptional work, a magisterial 
series about a conflict that—after nearly half 
a century—still casts a long shadow over 
American foreign policy. Extras include bo-
nus footage, individual profiles, and more. 
Highly recommended. Editor’s Choice. Aud: 
H, C, P. (F. Swietek)

Cover photo: © Salih Güler
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“CHILLING!”
—The Hollywood Reporter

Thousands of miles away from 
civilization, Midway Atoll is
in one of the most remote 
places on earth. And yet it’s 
become ground zero for The 
Great Pacific Garbage Patch, 
siphoning plastics from three 
distant continents.

“Shocking images
of pristine beaches 
buried by mounds
of waste.”
—Daily Mail

JUST EAT IT
“SMART AND 
SNAPPY!”
—The Globe and Mail

Diving into the
issue of food waste,
JUST EAT IT brings 
farmers, retailers, 
inspiring organizations, 
and consumers to the 
table in a cinematic 
story that is equal parts 
education and delicious 
entertainment.

“Fun, inspiring, 
insightful, and it 
winds you up to 
get ready to do 
something.”
—We Got This Covered

“POWERFUL…
PASSIONATE…
COMANDING.”
—Total Film

Offers a rare and
powerful insight into 
a secret Australia, and 
breaks what amounts
to a national silence 
about the indigenous 
first people – the oldest, 
most enduring presence 
on Earth.

“A troubling,
eye opening
condemnation…
highly
recommended.”
—Video Librarian

UTOPIA

PLASTIC PARADISE

STRAY DOG
“SUPERB!”
—Variety

A film by Debra Granik, 
director of WINTER’S 
BONE. Ron “Stray 
Dog” Hall lives in 
Southern Missouri where 
he owns and operates the 
At Ease RV Park. After 
years of living alone with 
his dogs, he is adjusting 
to life with his wife,
Alicia, who is newly
arrived from Mexico.

“Starts as a
character study 
and builds into 
something
much larger.”
—The AV Club

JUST EAT IT • A film by Grant Baldwin
2015 • 73 min • Color • Not Rated • SDH captions

UPC # 1-94154-54832-4 • SRP: $24.98

AVAILABLE NOW!

PLASTIC PARADISE • A film by Angela Sun
2014 • 57 min • Color • in English • Not Rated • SDH captions

UPC # 1-94154-52462-5 • SRP: $24.98

AVAILABLE NOW!

STRAY DOG • A film by Debra Granik
2014 • 102 min • Color • in English • Not Rated • SDH captions

UPC # 1-94154-56372-3 • SRP: $24.98

AVAILABLE 9/26

UTOPIA •A film by John Pilger
2013 • 112 min • Color • Not Rated • SDH captions

UPC # 1-94154-50842-7 • SRP: $29.98

AVAILABLE NOW!

New from BULLFROG FILMS

EXCLUSIVELY DISTRIBUTED BY
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the United States National Film Registry 
by the Library of Congress for being 
“culturally, historically, or aesthetically 
significant.”

“Risk” Doc on Julian Assange 
Coming September 26 from 
Virgil Films

Laura Poitras, 
Academy Award 
w inning d i rec-
tor of Citizenfour, 
returns with her 
m o s t  p e r s o n -
al and intimate 
documentary to 
date, Risk (DVD: 
$19.99), which is 
slated for release 
on September 26 from Virgil Films. Shot 
over six years, the film is a complex and 
volatile character study that collides 
with a high stakes election year and 
its controversial aftermath. Cornered 
in a tiny building for half a decade, 
WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange is 
undeterred even as the legal jeopardy 
he faces threatens to undermine the 
organization he leads and fracture 
the movement he inspired. Capturing 
this story with unprecedented access, 
Poitras finds herself caught between the 
motives and contradictions of Assange 
and his inner circle. Also featuring Ed-
ward Snowden, Lady Gaga, and Chelsea 
Manning, Risk is a timely film on a 
controversial subject.

2017 National Media Market
The 39th National Media Market 

will be held in Portland, OR, at the 
Embassy Suites Portland Airport from 
October 22-26. Producers/distributors 
will showcase new programming and 
technology during the event, which in 
addition to on-site film screenings will 
include informal networking meetings 
for buyers and exhibitors, plus profes-
sional development sessions, which are 
currently slated to include “Copyright 
Without Tears: Lessons for Beginners 
and Everyone Else,” “Opportunities 
Amidst Disruption” on meeting the 
challenge of providing direct-to-con-
sumer licensed content for library 
patrons, a “Panel Session” on usage, 
engagement, and impact in streaming 
video packages, and more. Video Librar-
ian editor Randy Pitman and marketing 
director Anne Williams are planning to 
attend and hope to see you there. For 
more information, visit www.nmm.net.

Video Newsbriefs

105 minutes / English Language w/optional 
Spanish audio and menus / Color 2016 / Not 
Rated / SRP: $24.98 UPC: 8-88295-47861-8

Practical Firearms 
& Shooting Fundamentals 

for New and Experienced 
Learners

The carrying and use of firearms is 
being debated nationwide. Safety 

training & fundamentals of use are 
of the utmost importance. 

Practical Firearms & Shooting 
Fundamentals is an instructional 

training film that embeds the 
viewer with students learning about 
firearms safety and how to improve 

pistol shooting skills.

Hosted by former Navy SEAL and 
State Law Enforcement Instructor 
JD Williamson, the film features a 

team of law enforcement, firearms, 
and security professionals with over 

50 years of experience as they 
share their vast knowledge of how 

to use firearms safely and 
effectively.

JOIN THE CLASS FOR
Introduction to Safety Equipment

Shooting Skills Evaluation
Shooting Fundamentals

Practice Pistol Shooting Drills
Pistol and Equipment Selection

and much more…

Available through AEC, Baker & Taylor, 
Ingram Entertainment, Midwest 

Tape, Waxworks, Amazon and more.
PPR Available 

www.soundviewmediapartners.com  

Oprah Stars in HBO’s “The 
Immortal Life of Henrietta 
Lacks,” Coming September 5

An African-American woman becomes 
the unwitting pioneer for multiple med-
ical developments—including the polio 
vaccine—when her cells are harvested 
to create the first immortal human cell 
line in HBO Films’ The Immortal Life of 
Henrietta Lacks (DVD: $19.98, Blu-ray: 
$24.98), releasing September 5. Led by 
Oscar-nominee and TV icon Oprah Win-
frey and Emmy-nominee Rose Byrne, this 
adaptation of Rebecca Skloot’s critically 
acclaimed, bestselling 2010 nonfiction 
book of the same name is told through 
the eyes of Henrietta Lacks’s daugh-
ter, Deborah Lacks (Winfrey). The film 
chronicles Deborah’s search, along with 
journalist Skloot (Byrne), to learn about 
the mother she never knew and to under-
stand how the unauthorized harvesting 
of Lacks’s cancerous cells in 1951 led to 
unprecedented medical breakthroughs 
that changed countless lives and the face 
of medicine forever. With a supporting 
cast that includes Reg E. Cathey, Courtney 
B. Vance, Ruben Santiago-Hudson, Leslie 
Uggams, and John Douglas Thompson, 
The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks 
tells a compelling story of medical arro-
gance and triumph, race, poverty, and 
deep friendship.

Frank Capra’s Classic “Lost 
Horizon” Arriving October 
3 from Sony Pictures Home 
Entertainment

Sony Pictures Home Entertainment 
continues its “Frank Capra Collection” 
series with one of the acclaimed film-
maker’s masterworks: Lost Horizon 
(Blu-ray: $19.99), celebrating its 80th 
anniversary with a Blu-ray debut on 
October 3. Based on the bestselling 
novel by James Hilton, this 1937 classic 
starring Ronald Colman and Jane Wyatt 
tells the story of a disparate group of 
people who are rescued after a plane 
crash, finding shelter in the secluded 
enchanted paradise of Shangri-La. 
Fully restored in 4K, the Blu-ray disc is 
housed within a limited edition 24-page 
digi-book, and features extras including 
rarely-seen original footage, restoration 
audio commentary, an alternate ending, 
an essay from film historian Jeremy 
Arnold, and rare archival photos from 
the film. In 2016, Lost Horizon—which 
was nominated for seven Academy 
Awards—was selected for inclusion in 
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Books Into Movies
The following films based on books are 

slated to open during September and Octo-
ber. Movie release dates are subject to change.

Coning in September

It (Sept. 8) is based on 
Stephen King’s 1986 epic 
horror novel. Directed by 
Andrés Muschietti, the film 
stars Jaeden Lieberher, So-
phia Lillis, and Bill Skars-
gård as murderous Penny-
wise the clown.

American Assassin (Sept. 
15) is based on Vince Flynn’s 
2010 spy action thriller. 
Directed by Michael Cuesta, 
the film stars Michael Kea-
ton, Sanaa Lathan, Taylor 
Kitsch, and Dylan O’Brien 
as counterterrorism agent 
Mitch Rapp.

First They Killed My 
Father (Sept. 15) is based on 
Loung Ung’s 2000 memoir 
about her childhood un-
der the Cambodian Khmer 
Rouge. Directed by Ange-
lina Jolie, the Netflix film 
stars Sareum Srey Moch 
as Ung.

Rebel in the Rye (Sept. 
15) is based on Kenneth 
Slawenski’s 2010 nonfiction 
biography J. D. Salinger: A 
Life. Directed by Danny 
Strong, the film stars Zoey 
Deutch, Kevin Spacey, Sar-
ah Paulson, and Nicholas 
Hoult as the young author 
Salinger.

Stronger (Sept. 22) is 
based on Boston Marathon 
bombing survivor Jeff Bau-
man’s 2014 memoir. Direct-
ed by David Gordon Green, 
the film stars Tatiana Masla-
ny, Clancy Brown, and Jake 
Gyllenhaal as Bauman.

Victoria & Abdul (Sept. 
22) is based on the 2010 
nonfiction book by Shra-
bani Basu about the rela-
tionship between Queen 
Victoria and Indian servant 
Abdul Karim. Directed by 
Stephen Frears, the film 

stars Judi Dench, Ali Fazal, Eddie Izzard, 
and Olivia Williams.

Our Souls at Night 
(Sept. 29) is based on 
the 2015 twilight ro-
mance novel by the late 
Kent Haruf. Directed by 
Ritesh Batra, the film 
stars Robert Redford, 
Jane Fonda, and Judy 
Greer.

Coming in October

Blade Runner 2049 
(Oct. 6) is a sequel to 
Ridley Scott’s 1982 sci-
fi cult classic, adapted 
from Philip K. Dick’s 
1968 novel Do Androids 
Dream of Electric Sheep? 
Directed by Denis Vil-
leneuve, the film stars 
Ryan Gosling, Jared Leto, and Robin 
Wright, with Harrison Ford reprising his 
earlier role.

The Mountain Be-
tween Us (Oct. 6) is 
adapted from Charles 
Martin’s 2010 wilder-
ness survival romance 
novel. Directed by Hany 
Abu-Assad, the film stars 
Idris Elba, Kate Winslet, 
Dermot Mulroney, and 
Beau Bridges.

The Foreigner (Oct. 
13) is based on the 1992 
novel The Chinaman by 
Stephen Leather. Direct-
ed by Martin Campbell, 
the cat-and-mouse dra-
ma stars Jackie Chan, 
P ierce Brosnan, and 
Charlie Murphy.

Same Kind of Differ-
ent As Me (Oct. 20) is 
based on the 2006 New 
York Times nonfiction 
bestseller by Ron Hall, 
Denver Moore, and Lynn 
Vincent, subtitled “A 
Modern-Day Slave, an 
International Art Dealer, 
and the Unlikely Woman Who Bound 
Them Together.” Directed by Michael 
Carney, the drama stars Renée Zellweger, 
Djimon Hounsou, and Greg Kinnear.

The Snowman (Oct. 20) is based on the 
2007 seventh novel in Norwegian crime 
author Jo Nesbø’s popular Harry Hole se-

ries. Directed by Tomas 
Alfredson, the film stars 
Michael Fassbender, J.K. 
Simmons, Chloë Sevig-
ny, Rebecca Ferguson, 
Charlotte Gainsbourg, 
Val Kilmer, and Jamie 
Clayton.

T h e  W a r  w i t h 
Grandpa (Oct. 20) is 
adapted from the 1984 
YA novel by Robert Kim-
mel Smith. Director Tim 
Hill’s family comedy/
drama stars Robert De 
Niro, Oakes Fegley, and 
Uma Thurman.

Wonderstruck (Oct. 
20) is based on Brian 
Selznick’s bestselling 
2011 YA novel. Direct-
ed by Todd Haynes, 
the drama stars Oakes 
Fegley, Julianne Moore, 
Millicent Simmonds, 
and Michelle Williams.

Thank You for Your 
Service  (Oct. 27) is 
based on David Finkel’s 
2013 nonfiction book 
about American soldiers 
returning from the Iraq 
War. Directed by Jason 
Hall, the film stars Miles 
Teller, Haley Bennett, 
Amy Schumer, and Keisha Castle-Hughes.

Looking Ahead

Slated for November 
is Wonder, based on R.J. 
Palacio’s 2012 children’s 
novel about a boy who 
learns to accept his fa-
cial deformity. Directed 
by Stephen Chbosky, 
the film stars Julia Rob-
erts, Owen Wilson, Ja-
cob Tremblay, and Mandy Patinkin.

Also coming in No-
vember is Aaron Sor-
kin’s feature film debut 
Molly’s Game, based 
on Molly Bloom’s 2014 
memoir subtitled “From 
Hollywood’s Elite to 
Wall Street’s Billionaire 
Boys Club, My High-
Stakes Adventure in the World of Under-
ground Poker,” starring Jessica Chastain, 
Idris Elba, and Kevin Costner.



The PBS logo is a registered trademark of the Public Broadcasting Service and is used with permission.

| Save on these and other DVDs at shopPBS.org/teachershop

Count on PBS and PBS KIDS for DVD titles that bring current and new patrons to your library. 

Visit the online PBS Teacher Shop and save.

Informative. Entertaining. 
PBS Connects with Your Patrons.   

An immersive ten-part, eighteen-hour 
documentary film series directed 
by acclaimed filmmakers Ken Burns 
and Lynn Novick, this is the epic 
story of one of the most divisive, 
consequential, and misunderstood 
events in American history, as it has 
never before been told on film.

THE VIETNAM WAR

Join the cast and crew of Poldark 
to discover the true stories behind 
the history, books, and characters of 
Winston Graham’s epic saga. Dig deep 
into the history of Cornwall and discover 
just what makes Ross Poldark the 
unforgettable hero the world has come 
to love.

POLDARK REVEALED

The saga of the Chinese immigrant 
Sung family, owners of Abacus 
Federal Savings of Chinatown, New 
York. Accused of mortgage fraud, the 
indictment and trial forces the Sung 
family to defend themselves—and 
their bank’s legacy in the Chinatown 
community—over the course of a five-
year legal battle.

ABACUS: SMALL ENOUGH
TO JAIL The Summer of Love is emerging, 

and DC Endeavour Morse and DI Fred 
Thursday are caught on the frontier 
of the future—computers, pop music, 
National Health, nuclear power—in 
their most perilous, baffling, and 
terrifying cases to date. 

ENDEAVOUR: SEASON 4

Daniel Tiger discovers what it’s 
like to be “King for a Day.”

KING DANIEL FOR A DAY
Four potty training stories featuring 
your favorite PBS KIDS friends.

IT’S POTTY TIME
The Odd Squad agents use their math 
skills to defeat evil villains and set things 
right!

VILLAINS: THE BEST OF THE WORST

Just for Your Youngest Patrons!
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N A S C A R  H e a t  2 
(704Games, PS4/XOne: 
$49.99, Rated: E). In this 
racing simulation game, 
players test their driv-
ing skills across three 
NASCAR national series 
and 29 NASCAR sanc-
tioned-tracks.

NHL 18 (EA, PS4/XOne: $59.99, Rated: 
E10+). The latest iteration of this popular 
hockey simulator features new creative 
attack controls and an all-new defensive 
skill stick.

Pro Evolution Soccer 2018 (Konami, 
PS3/PS4/X360/XOne: $39.99-$59.99, Rated: 
E). The latest edition of this popular soccer 
simulation game boasts new features and 
play modes.

Ys VIII: Lacrimosa of DANA (NIS 
America, PS4: $59.99, Rated: T). In this 
latest third-person RPG adventure game, 
players follow Adol and his companions 
as he unravels the riddle of a cursed isle 
and the enigma of a blue-haired maiden.

September 17—September 23

The LEGO Ninjago 
Movie Video Game 
(Warner, PS4/Switch/
XOne: $59.99, Rated: 
RP). Inspired by the tit-
ular feature film, this 
latest third-person ac-
tion-adventure LEGO 
game finds players adopting the roles of 
favorite ninja characters to defend their 
home island of Ninjago from the evil Lord 
Garmadon and his Shark Army.

Marvel vs. Capcom: Infinite (Cap-
com, PS4/XOne: $59.99, Rated: T). This 
iconic action-fighting game returns with 
over 30 characters from the titular comic 
universes.

Minecraft: Story Mode—Season Two: 
The Telltale Series (Telltale, PS4/X360/
XOne: $29.99, Rated: E10+). In this point-
and-click-style story, Jesse—now the leader 
of Beacon town—discovers the Prismarine 
Gauntlet, a relic of incredible power, 
which leads him and his friends to new 
adventures.

NBA 2K18 (2K, PS3/PS4/Switch/X360/
XOne: $59.99, Rated: E10+). In this latest 
edition of the highest-rated basketball 
simulation game, players compete through 
the complete NBA season, or take control 
of an entire NBA franchise.

Mixed Media

Video Games

Mixed Media features new release 
information on upcoming video 
games and TV series on DVD/Blu-ray, 
as well as notable older titles that are 
re-priced or new to DVD/Blu-ray.

Note: Entertainment Software Ratings 
Board (ESRB) ratings for video games are: E 
(Everyone), E10+ (Everyone 10+), T (Teen), 
M (Mature), and RP (Rating Pending). 
Some titles are not rated until just prior to 
release date.

Available Now

Mar io + Rabbids: 
Kingdom Battle (Ubi-
Sof t,  Switch: $59.99, 
Rated: E10+). In this 
third-person action-ad-
venture game, the Mush-
room Kingdom has been 
torn apart. To restore or-
der, Mario, Luigi, Princess 
Peach, and Yoshi must team up with four 
Rabbids heroes.

Pillars of Eternity: Complete Edition 
(Obsidian, PS4/XOne: $49.99, Rated: M). In 
this critically-acclaimed third-person tac-
tical RPG, players explore a huge universe 
together with intriguing party members 
and companions.

September 3—September 9

Destiny 2 (Activision, 
PS4/XOne: $59.99, Rated: 
T). From the makers of 
the acclaimed first-person 
action shooter Destiny, 
this sequel takes players 
on an epic journey across 
the solar system to reunite humanity’s 
scattered heroes, and fight to reclaim what 
has been lost.

Knack 2 (Sony, PS4: $39.99, Rated: E10+). 
In this sequel to the popular third-person 
adventure game, the size-shifting Knack 
engages in platforming and puzzle-solving 
to help save the world from a villain who 
is reviving ancient weapons.

September 10—September 16

Dishonored: Death of the Outsider 
(Bethesda, PS4/XOne: $29.99, Rated: M). In 
this first-person action-stealth game from 
the popular Dishonored franchise, players 
step into the role of Billie Lurk—once one 
of Dunwall’s most notorious killers-for-
hire—to target the god-like Outsider.

Pokken Tournament DX (Ninten-
do, Switch: $59.99, Rated: E10+). In this 
third-person arena fighting game, players 
control 21 prized Pokemon fighters.

Project Cars 2 (Bandai Namco, PS4/
XOne: $59.99, Rated: E). This sequel to 
the award-winning racing simulation 
game finds players driving iconic cars 
under thrilling conditions that deliver an 
adrenaline rush.

September 24—September 30

Danganronpa V3: 
Killing Harmony (NIS 
America, PS4: $59.99, 
Rated: M). The third 
major entry of the hit 
murder-mystery adven-
ture game series using a 
visual novel format takes 
players on an all-new journey into the 
dangerous world of Danganronpa.

FIFA 18 (EA, PS3/PS4/Switch/X360/
XOne: $59.99, Rated: E). This latest entry in 
the hit soccer simulation series introduces 
“real player motion technology” —an all-
new animation system that brings to life 
the players, teams, and the sport’s immer-
sive atmosphere.

Gundam Versus (Bandai Namco, PS4: 
$59.99, Rated: T). The world’s most famous 
mecha fighting series comes to home con-
soles in America for the first time, with 
players piloting a wide range of mobile 
suits in wave-based combat.

Resident Evil: Revelations (Capcom, 
PS4/XOne: $19.99, Rated: M). In this port 
of the critically-acclaimed third-person 
survival horror title, players return to 
events that took place between Resident Evil 
4 and Resident Evil 5, revealing the truth 
about the T-Abyss virus while on board a 
supposedly abandoned cruise ship.

October 1—October 7

Forza Motorsport 
7  (Microsof t,  XOne: 
$59.99, Rated: E). The 
latest entry in this pop-
ular racing simulator se-
ries features more than 
700 cars racing across 
30 famous destinations, 
where conditions can change for every lap 
and every race.

October 8—October 14

The Evil Within 2 (Bethesda, PS4/
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GLORY (AVAILABLE 9/12)
Eastern European, Based On A True Story
DVD ONLY: $24.95 / PPR: $200
DRL: $499 / PPR + DRL: $599
UPC: 859686006208

SOUL ON A STRING (AVAILABLE 9/12)
Asian, Action/Adventure, Spiritual
DVD ONLY: $24.95 / PPR: $200
DRL: $499 / PPR + DRL: $599
UPC: 859686006130

HANA-BI* (AVAILABLE 9/19)
Classics, Asian, Crime Drama 
DVD only: $29.95 / PPR: $200
DRL: $499 / PPR + DRL: $599
UPC: 859686006277

A railway linesman desperately struggles to 
recover both his watch and his dignity in this 
Capra-esque tale from the award-winning 
directors of The Lesson. 

After discovering a sacred stone, a young 
Tibetan wanderer embarks on a mission of 
redemption in order to bring the divine artifact 
back to its rightful home.

In Takeshi Kitano’s first true masterpiece, 
police detective Nishi (Kitano) takes desperate 
measures to try and set things right in a world 
gone wrong. New Digital Restoration.

MOKA (AVAILABLE 10/17)
French, Thriller, Literary Adaptation
DVD only: $24.95 / PPR: $200
DRL: $499 / PPR + DRL: $599 
UPC: 859686006321

Emmanuelle Devos stars in this suspenseful tale 
of two strangers connected by a mysterious 
hit-and-run accident. Adapted from the novel by 
Tatiana de Rosnay (Sarah’s Key).

1944 (AVAILABLE 10/3)
WWII, Military, Based on a True Story
DVD only: $24.95 / PPR: $200
DRL: $499 / PPR + DRL: $599
UPC: 859686006178

Four years after the Battle of Dunkirk, another 
heroic chapter in the history of WWII pitted 
brother against brother on the Eastern Front in 
one of the war’s bloodiest conflicts.

Award-Winning Cinema Since 2002
NOW AVAILABLE FROM

AFTERIMAGE (AVAILABLE 10/24) 
Art, Polish, Based on a True Story
BD/DVD combo only: $39.95 / PPR: $200
DRL: $499 / PPR + DRL: $599
UPC: 859686006215

The final film of legendary director 
Andrzej Wajda tells the tragic story of 
avant-garde artist Wladyslaw Strzeminski and his 
personal crusade against the Stalinist orthodoxy.

*ALSO AVAILABLE ON BLU-RAY™
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Will Estes star as members of the crime-bat-
tling Reagan clan in this 2016-17 seventh 
season of the NYC drama series, featuring 
guest appearances by Lori Loughlin, Meth-
od Man, and Michael Imperioli.

Designated Survivor: 
The Complete First Sea-
son (Buena Vista, DVD: 
5 discs, $39.99). Kiefer 
Sutherland stars as a cab-
inet member who steps in 
as de facto U.S. President 
after an attack in this 
2016-17 debut season that 
also features Natascha McElhone, Kal Penn, 
and Maggie Q.

Elementary: The Fifth Season (Par-
amount, DVD: 6 discs, $49.99). Sherlock 
Holmes (Jonny Lee Miller) and partner 
Joan Watson (Lucy Liu) are back solving 
crimes in NYC in this 2016-17 fifth sea-
son based on the characters by Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle.

Fortitude: The Complete Second Sea-
son (PBS, DVD: 3 discs, $39.99; Blu-ray: 3 
discs, $49.99). Season two of the Arctic-set 
thriller sees Dennis Quaid, Parminder 
Nagra, Michelle Fairley, Robert Sheehan, 
and Ken Stott joining the cast.

The Missing: Season 
2 (Anchor Bay, DVD: 2 
discs, $39.98). This 2016 
second season of the 
crime drama series fol-
lowing the mystery of a 
missing German girl stars 
David Morrissey, Keeley 
Hawes, and Roger Allam.

Mom: The Complete Fourth Season 
(Warner, DVD: 3 discs, $29.99). Anna Faris 
and Allison Janney play a dysfunctional 
family in recovery in this 2016-17 fourth 
season of the dramedy series from creator 
Chuck Lorre.

NCIS: The Fourteenth Season (Para-
mount, DVD: 6 discs, $55.98). Two new 
agents (Wilmer Valderrama and Jennifer 
Esposito) join the team in this 2016-17 
14th season of the long-running military 
drama series.

NCIS Los Angeles: Season 8 (Para-
mount, DVD: 7 discs, $49.99). A spy in the 
midst of the squad adds to the drama in 
this 2016-17 eighth season of the military 
crime spin-off series starring LL Cool J and 
Chris O’Donnell.

Portlandia: Season Seven (Unob-

Side” by Ariana Grande, and “Chantaje” 
by Shakira.

Super Mario Odys-
sey (Nintendo, Switch: 
$59.99, Rated: E10+). In 
this third-person ac-
tion-adventure game, 
Mario uses incredible 
new abilities to collect 
Moons in order to power 
up the airship Odyssey 
and rescue Princess Peach 
from Bowser’s nefarious wedding plans.

Wolfenstein II: The New Colossus 
(Bethesda, PS4/XOne: $59.99, Rated: RP). 
This sequel to the first-person shooter sends 
players to Nazi-controlled America on a 
mission to recruit the boldest resistance 
leaders as players fight in iconic locations 
including Roswell, NM, the bayous and 
boulevards of New Orleans, and a post-nu-
clear Manhattan.

October 29—November 4

Call of Duty: WWII 
(Activision, PS4/XOne: 
$59.99, Rated: M). This 
popu la r  f i r s t-per son 
shooter franchise returns 
to its roots with a World 
War II story that puts 
players in the Normandy 
landing on D-Day, followed by a battle 
across Europe.

Available Now

Ash vs. Evil Dead: Season 2 (Anchor 
Bay, DVD: 2 discs, $34.98; Blu-ray: 2 discs, 
$43.99). This 2016 sophomore season of 
the Starz-aired horror comedy series finds 
Bruce Campbell reprising his feature-film 
trilogy role as a zombie hunter sporting a 
chainsaw for a hand.

Blacklist: The Com-
plete Fourth Season 
(Sony, DVD: 5 d iscs, 
$45.99; Blu-ray: 5 discs, 
$55.99). James Spader 
is back as FBI fugitive 
turned fixer Red Red-
dington in this 2016-
17 fourth season of the 
crime drama.

Blue Bloods: The Seventh Season (Para-
mount, DVD: 6 discs, $53.99). Tom Selleck, 
Donnie Wahlberg, Bridget Moynahan, and 

TV on DVD/Blu-ray

XOne: $59.99, Rated: RP). In this third-per-
son survival-horror game, players step into 
the shoes of Detective Sebastian Castella-
nos, who must enter a world filled with 
nightmares to bring his missing daughter 
back.

Middle-earth: Shad-
ow of War (Warner, PS4/
XOne: $59.99, Rated: M). 
This sequel to the criti-
cally-acclaimed third-per-
son adventure game Mid-
dle-earth: Shadow of Mor-
dor continues the original 
story of Talion and Celebrimbor, who must 
go behind enemy lines to forge an army 
and turn all of Mordor against the Dark 
Lord, Sauron.

October 15—October 21

Gran Turismo Sport (Sony, PS4: $59.99, 
Rated: RP). In this racing simulation game 
sanctioned by the highest governing 
body of international motorsports—the 
FIA (Federation Internationale d’lAuto-
mobile)—players race more than 140 cars 
across 27 tracks.

South Park: The Fractured But Whole 
(UbiSoft, PS4/XOne: $59.99, Rated: M). 
In this third-person role-playing game 
inspired by the Comedy Central animated 
series, players take on the role of the new 
kid, joining a squad of superheroes who 
will rise to combat a nocturnal scavenger 
sworn to clean the trash can of South Park 
society.

WWE 2K18 (2K, PS4/Switch/XOne: 
$59.99, Rated: RP). The latest WWE wres-
tling simulation game combines hard-hit-
ting action with stunning graphics.

October 22—October 28

Assassin’s Creed Ori-
gins (UbiSoft, PS4/XOne: 
$59.99, Rated: M). The 
latest entry in the popular 
third-person action-ad-
venture series tells the 
origin story of the Assas-
sin’s Brotherhood with 
a whole new combat system as players 
explore the Great Pyramids and hidden 
tombs across ancient Egypt.

Just Dance 2018 (UbiSoft, PS3/PS4/
Switch/WiiU/X360/XOne: $39.99-$59.99, 
Rated: E10+). This annual update to the 
top-selling dance series presents 40 of 
the hottest tracks of the year, including 
“24K Magic” by Bruno Mars, “Side to 



INDIVIDUAL TITLES AND SUBSCRIPTIONS AVAILABLE WITH PPR AND DRL.
TO SUBSCRIBE OR LEARN MORE, contact Maxwell Wolkin

maxwell@fi lmmovement.com • 212.941.7744 x211 • fi lmmovement.com/libraries

BITE SIZE (AVAILABLE 9/26)
Diet, Health/Nutrition, Documentary
DVD only: $24.95 / PPR: $200
DRL: $499 / PPR + DRL: $599
UPC: 616892286943 

DOCUMENTED (AVAILABLE 9/26)
Immigrant Experience, Documentary
DVD only: $24.95 / PPR: $200
DRL: $499 / PPR + DRL: $599
UPC: 859686006376

IN COUNTRY (AVAILABLE 9/26)
Vietnam, Military, War, Documentary
DVD only: $24.95 / PPR: $200
DRL: $499 / PPR + DRL: $599
UPC: 616892297345

SIGN PAINTERS (AVAILABLE 9/26) 
Art/Design, Documentary
DVD only: $24.95 / PPR: $200
DRL: $499 / PPR + DRL: $599
UPC: 616892280644

America’s battle against childhood 
obesity is an issue too big to fully 
comprehend. But in spite of the odds, 
four inspiring kids strive to better 
their health one day at a time. 

The struggle for immigration reform 
is revealed in the story of Jose 
Antonio Vargas, a Pulitzer Prize-
winning journalist who outed himself 
as an undocumented immigrant.

For one weekend a year, the men 
of Delta 2/5(R), a mix of combat 
enthusiasts and Iraq veterans, 
recreate the battles of the Vietnam 
War in the woods of Oregon.

A celebration of the hand-painted sign 
industry. What was once a common 
job is now a highly specialized 
trade, a unique craft struggling amid 
technological advances. 

THE PARIS OPERA 
Opera, Ballet, Classical Music, Documentary
DVD only: $150 / PPR: $350
DRL: $499 / PPR + DRL: $599
UPC: 859686006437

CONDUCT! EVERY MOVE COUNTS
Classical Music, Documentary
DVD only: $150 / PPR: $350
DRL: $499 / PPR + DRL: $599
UPC: 859686006314

LINE 41 
WWII, Jewish, Documentary
DVD only: $150 / PPR: $350
DRL: $499 / PPR + DRL: $599
UPC: 859686006420

ATHEIST AMERICA
Religion, Atheism, Documentary
DVD only: $150 / PPR: $350
DRL: $499 / PPR + DRL: $599
UPC: 859686006338

Go behind the scenes for an all-
access look at the inner workings of 
the Paris Opera, where backstage 
dramas, crises and triumphs play out 
each night before the curtain rises.

The struggle of fi ve young artists 
at the International Conductors 
Competition in Frankfurt provides 
real life drama that tests not only 
musical ability, but, character.

After seventy years, a Holocaust 
and Lodz Ghetto survivor returns 
to Poland in search of his missing 
brother and crosses paths with the 
son of the former Nazi Mayor.

In Austin, the only atheist TV show 
in the U.S. provides a forum for 
debate between believers and 
skeptics, while providing insight 
into the culture wars on both sides.

Award-Winning Cinema Since 2002
NEW DOCUMENTARIES NOW
AVAILABLE FOR INSTITUTIONAL USE

SEPTEMBER DVD RELEASES FROM 
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Doctor (Peter Capaldi) in this second set 
of episodes from the 2017 10th season of 
the popular sci-fi time travel series, which 
includes Capaldi’s swan song in a two-
part finale.

E n d e a v o u r :  T h e 
Complete Fourth Sea-
son (PBS, DVD: 2 discs, 
$39.99; Blu-ray: 2 discs, 
$49.99). DC Endeavour 
Morse (Shaun Evans) is 
looking forward to his 
exam results in this 2017 
fourth season of the In-
spector Morse prequel series.

The Flash: The Complete Third Season 
(Warner, DVD: 6 discs, $49.99; Blu-ray: 
4 discs, $54.98). The fastest man in the 
universe must save his mother from his 
nemesis in an alternate parallel timeline 
in this 2016-17 third season of the DC 
Comics-based series starring Grant Gustin, 
Candice Patton, and Danielle Panabaker.

Hawaii Five-0: The Seventh Season 
(Paramount, DVD: 6 discs, $49.99). The 
2016-17 seventh season of the Hawaii-set 
police procedural reboot features guest 
appearances by Christine Lahti, Jimmy 
Buffett, Darius Rucker, and Hal Holbrook.

Homeland: The Com-
plete Sixth Season (Fox, 
DVD: 4 discs, $39.98, 
Blu-ray: 3 discs, $49.99). 
Claire Danes is back in 
her Emmy-winning role 
as a bipolar CIA officer 
in this 2017 sixth season 
of the spy thriller series.

Kevin Can Wait: Season One (Sony, 
DVD: 3 discs, $26.99). Starring Kevin James 
as a retired police officer, this 2016-17 
debut season of the sitcom features guest 
stars including Adam Sandler, Billy Joel, 
and Harry Connick Jr.

Narcos: Season Two (Lionsgate, DVD: 
4 discs, $29.98; Blu-ray: 3 discs, $29.98). 
The hunt is on for iconic Colombian 
drug lord Pablo Escobar (Wagner Moura) 
after he walks out of prison in this 2016 
sophomore season of the Netflix original 
crime drama.

Supernatural: The Complete Twelfth 
Season (Warner, DVD: 6 discs, $49.99; 
Blu-ray: 4 discs, $54.98). The Winchester 
brothers (Jared Padalecki, Jensen Ackles) 
must deal with an unleashed Lucifer (Mark 
Pellegrino) and their resurrected mother 
(Samantha Smith) in this 2016-17 12th 

structed View, DVD: 2 
discs, $19.95). Starring 
Fred Armisen and Carrie 
Brownstein, this 2017 
seventh season of the 
IFC sketch comedy series 
features cameos by Run 
the Jewels, Steve Buscemi, 
and Laurie Metcalf.

Ripper Street: Season Five (BBC, DVD: 
2 discs, $29.98; Blu-ray: 2 discs, $34.98). 
Matters come to a close for inspectors in 
19th-century Whitechapel in this 2017 
fifth and final season of the Victorian 
crime drama series starring Matthew 
Macfadyen.

Sex & Drugs & Rock & Roll: The Com-
plete Second Season (Fox, DVD: 2 discs, 
$29.95). Denis Leary stars in this 2016 
second and final season of the short-lived 
FX-aired comedy series about a retired rock 
star that also features John Corbett and 
Elizabeth Gillies.

Silent Witness: The Complete Season 
Four (BBC, DVD: 2 discs, $34.98). This 
1999 fourth season of the long-running 
police procedural drama includes “Gone 
Tomorrow,” “A Kind of Justice,” and “A 
Good Body.”

Tyrant: The Complete Third Season 
(Fox, DVD: 2 discs, $29.95). Set in the Mid-
dle East, this 2016 third and final season of 
the FX political drama stars Adam Rayner, 
Jennifer Finnigan, and Alice Krige.

The Walking Dead: 
The Complete Seventh 
Season  (Anchor Bay, 
DVD: 5 discs, $70.98; 
Blu-ray: 5 discs, $80.99). 
New survivors join up 
with leader Rick (Andrew 
Lincoln) and his crew as 
they go up against vicious 
antagonist Negan (Jeffrey Dean Morgan) in 
this 2016-17 seventh season of the popular 
AMC-aired zombie drama.

September 5

Criminal Minds: Season 12 (Para-
mount, DVD: 6 discs $55.98). Fugitive 
tracker Luke Alvez (Adam Rodriguez) joins 
the team in this 2016-17 12th season of 
the crime drama series that also stars Joe 
Mantegna, Paget Brewster, and Matthew 
Gray Gubler.

Doctor Who: Series Ten, Part Two 
(BBC, DVD: 2 discs, $24.98; Blu-ray: 2 
discs, $29.98). Adventures abound for the 

season of the fantasy horror series aired 
on the CW.

September 12

The Astronaut Wives Club: The Com-
plete Series (Mill Creek, DVD: 2 discs, 
$24.98). Based on the 2013 New York Times 
bestseller by Lily Koppel, this short-lived 
2015 ABC-aired series centering on the 
wives of the Mercury Seven stars JoAnna 
Garcia Swisher, Yvonne Strahovski, and 
Dominique McElligott.

The Big Bang Theo-
ry: The Complete 10th 
Season (Warner, DVD: 3 
discs, $44.98; Blu-ray: 2 
discs, $49.99). A second 
wedding ceremony kicks 
off the 2016-17 10th sea-
son of this brainy sitcom 
that features guest ap-
pearances by Judd Hirsch, Katey Sagal, and 
Christopher Lloyd.

Broadchurch: The Complete Third 
Season (Sony, DVD: 3 discs, $38.99). Aired 
on ITV, this 2017 third and final season 
centering on a sexual assault stars David 
Tennant, Olivia Colman, and Georgina 
Campbell.

Chicago Justice: Season One (Uni-
versal, DVD: 3 discs, $49.98). The fourth 
incarnation of creator Dick Wolf’s Chicago 
franchise, this 2017 first and only season 
focusing on the work of state attorneys 
stars Philip Winchester, Jon Seda, and Carl 
Weathers.

Chicago P.D.: Season Four (Universal, 
DVD: 6 discs, $44.98). Sgt. Hank Voight 
(Jason Beghe) heads up the team—which 
includes Sophia Bush and Elias Koteas—in 
this 2016-17 fourth season of the Dick Wolf 
police drama.

Decline and Fall (Acorn, DVD: $34.99). 
Oxford exile Paul Pennyfeather ( Jack 
Whitehall) experiences an extreme turn of 
bad luck in this 2017 adaptation of the 1928 
satirical novel by Evelyn Waugh.

Empire: The Com-
plete Third Season (Fox, 
DVD: 5 discs, $39.98). Ter-
rence Howard and Taraji 
P. Henson star as warring 
exes and music empire 
bigwigs in this 2016-17 
third season of the Fox 
drama series, featuring 
guest appearances by French Montana, 
Birdman, Mariah Carey, and Eva Longoria.
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Julia Louis-Dreyfus is back in her Emmy and 
SAG award-winning role as a DC bigwig in 
this 2017 sixth season that also stars Anna 
Chlumsky and Tony Hale.

September 19

Arrow: The Complete 
Fifth Season (Warner, DVD: 
5 discs, $49.99; Blu-ray: 4 
discs, $54.98). Star City’s 
new mayor Oliver Queen 
(Stephen Amell) also serves 
as superhero Arrow in this 
2015-16 fifth season.

Bates Motel: Season Five (Universal, DVD: 
3 discs, $44.98; Blu-ray: 2 discs, $49.98). Vera 
Farmiga and Freddie Highmore star as the 
iconic mother and son from Hitchcock’s 1960 
Psycho in this 2017 fifth and final season of 
the psychological horror drama series.

Code Black: Season 2 (Paramount, DVD: 
4 discs, $45.98). Starring Marcia Gay Harden, 
Luis Guzmán, and Benjamin Hollingsworth, 
this 2016-17 sophomore season continues to 
follow overwhelmed emergency-room work-
ers in Los Angeles.

The Heart Guy: Series 1 (Acorn, DVD: 3 
discs, $59.99). Sydney heart surgeon Hugh 
Knight (Rodger Corser) is demoted to work in 
his rural hometown in this 2016 first season 
of the Australian drama series.

Lethal Weapon: The 
Complete First Season 
(Warner, DVD: 4 discs, 
$39.99; Blu-ray: 3 discs, 
$44.98). Based on the bud-
dy cop film franchise, this 
2016-17 debut season of 
the action comedy series 
stars Damon Wayans, Clayne Crawford, and 
Jordana Brewster.

Madam Secretary: Season 3 (Paramount, 
DVD: 6 discs, $45.98). U.S. Secretary of State 
Elizabeth McCord (Téa Leoni) must dodge 
a stalker and deal with overseas foes in this 
2016-17 third season that also features Tim 
Daly and Bebe Neuwirth.

Modern Family: The Complete Eighth 
Season (Fox, DVD: 3 discs, $29.98). This 
2016-17 eighth season of the mockumentary 
sitcom features guest appearances by Charles 
Barkley, Victor Garber, Kelsey Grammer, and 
Peyton Manning.

Timeless: Season One (Sony, DVD: 4 discs, 
$35.99). A thief who wants to change history 
with a time machine must be stopped in 
this 2016-17 first season of the sci-fi drama 

The Goldbergs: The Complete Third 
Season (Sony, DVD: 3 discs, $26.99). 
Set during the 1980s, this 2015-16 third 
season of the sitcom following VHS-afi-
cionado and awkward teen mama’s 
boy Adam (Sean Giambrone) also stars 
Wendi McLendon-Covey and Jeff Garlin. 
Also newly available at the same price is 
The Goldbergs: The Complete Fourth 
Season.

Orphan Black: Season Five (BBC, 
DVD: 2 discs, $29.98; Blu-ray: 2 discs, 
$34.98). This 2017 fifth and final season of 
the Canadian sci-fi bio-punk thriller stars 
Tatiana Maslany (who definitely earns her 
paycheck by playing numerous clones).

Rake, Series 3 (Acorn, 
DVD: 3 discs, $39.99). 
Richard Roxburgh stars 
as Sydney-based bar-
rister Cleaver Greene, 
whose jail stint kicks off 
this 2014 third season of 
the Australian dramedy 
series.

Scorpion: Season Three (Paramount, 
DVD: 6 discs, $49.98). Geniuses work on 
the problems of the world in this 2016-
17 third season of the computer-themed 
action drama series starring Elyes Ga-
bel, Katharine McPhee, and Eddie Kaye 
Thomas.

Secrets and Lies: Season One (Mill 
Creek, DVD: 2 discs, $24.98). Based on 
the titular Australian detective drama, 
this 2015 first season following a wrong-
ly-suspected man stars Ryan Phillippe, 
Juliette Lewis, KaDee Strickland, and 
Melissa Gilbert.

Silicon Valley: The Complete Fourth 
Season (HBO, DVD: $14.98, Blu-ray: 
$19.98). The 2017 fourth season of creator 
Mike Judge’s startup-company comedy se-
ries stars Thomas Middleditch, T.J. Miller, 
and Josh Brener.

This is Us: The Com-
plete First Season (Fox, 
DVD: 5 discs, $39.98). 
Starring Milo Ventimi-
glia, Mandy Moore, Ster-
ling K. Brown, Chrissy 
Metz, and Justin Hartley, 
this 2016-17 debut sea-
son of the hit dramedy 
series follows the lives of characters who 
share the same birthday.

Veep: The Complete Sixth Season 
(HBO, DVD: $14.98, Blu-ray: $19.98). 

starring Abigail Spencer, Malcolm Barrett, 
Matt Lanter, and Goran Višnjic.

September 26

Channel Zero—Candle Cove: Season 
One (Universal, DVD: 2 discs, $29.98). 
Based on author Kris Straub’s 2009 
“creepypasta,” this 2016 first season of 
the horror anthology series about a man 
recalling an enigmatic children’s TV series 
from the past stars Paul Schneider, Fiona 
Shaw, and Luisa D’Oliveira.

Janet King—Series 3: Playing Advan-
tage (Acorn, DVD: 3 discs, $49.99). Marta 
Dusseldorp stars as the titular senior 
Crown Prosecutor in this 2017 third sea-
son of the Australian legal drama.

Line of Duty: Series 4 (Acorn, DVD: 2 
discs, $39.99). This 2017 fourth season of 
the British police procedural stars Thandie 
Newton, Vicky McClure, and Martin 
Compston.

L o n g m i r e :  T h e 
Complete Fifth Season 
(Warner, DVD: 3 discs, 
$24.98). Sheriff Walt 
Longmire (Robert Tay-
lor) continues to protect 
the citizens of rugged 
Absaroka County, WY, 
in this 2016 penulti-
mate fifth season of the Netflix modern 
Western series.

Shameless: The Complete Seventh 
Season (Warner, DVD: 3 discs, $29.98; 
Blu-ray: 2 discs, $39.99). Frank Gallagher 
(William H. Macy) wakes up from his 
coma ready to wreak havoc on his loved 
ones in this 2016 seventh season of the 
dramedy series that also features Emmy 
Rossum, Jeremy Allen White, and Ethan 
Cutkosky.

Sleepy Hollow: The Complete Fourth 
Season (Fox, DVD: 4 discs, $29.98). 
Washington Irving’s Ichabod Crane (Tom 
Mison) works on solving contemporary 
mysteries in this 2017 fourth and final 
season of the fantasy drama series.

Taken: Season One 
( L ionsgate,  DV D:  3 
discs, $39.98; Blu-ray: 
2 discs, $42.99). Based 
on the popular feature 
film trilogy, this 2017 
first season of the action 
thriller series stars Clive 
Standen, Gaius Charles, 
and Brooklyn Sudano.
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THE LURE
DVD EDITION • SRP: $29.95 
ISBN: 978-1-68143-367-7

BLU-RAY EDITION • SRP: $39.95 
ISBN: 978-1-68143-366-0

BARRY LYNDON
DVD EDITION • SRP: $29.95 
ISBN: 978-1-68143-371-4

BLU-RAY EDITION • SRP: $39.95 
ISBN: 978-1-68143-370-7

CERTAIN WOMEN
DVD EDITION • SRP: $29.95 
ISBN: 978-1-68143-352-3

BLU-RAY EDITION • SRP: $39.95 
ISBN: 978-1-68143-351-6

FESTIVAL
DVD EDITION • SRP: $29.95 
ISBN: 978-1-68143-354-7

BLU-RAY EDITION • SRP: $39.95 
ISBN: 978-1-68143-353-0

VAMPYR
DVD EDITION • SRP: $39.95 
ISBN: 978-1-60465-958-0

BLU-RAY EDITION • SRP: $39.95 
ISBN: 978-1-68143-365-3

PERSONAL SHOPPER
DVD EDITION • SRP: $29.95 
ISBN: 978-1-68143-369-1

BLU-RAY EDITION • SRP: $39.95 
ISBN: 978-1-68143-368-4

TWIN PEAKS:  
FIRE WALK WITH ME
DVD EDITION • SRP: $29.95 
ISBN: 978-1-68143-358-5

BLU-RAY EDITION • SRP: $39.95 
ISBN: 978-1-68143-357-8

THE PIANO TEACHER
DVD EDITION • SRP: $29.95 
ISBN: 978-1-68143-356-1

BLU-RAY EDITION • SRP: $39.95 
ISBN: 978-1-68143-355-4

OTHELLO
DVD EDITION • SRP: $39.95 
ISBN: 978-1-68143-303-5

BLU-RAY EDITION • SRP: $49.95 
ISBN: 978-1-68143-302-8

REBECCA
DVD EDITION • SRP: $29.95 
ISBN: 978-1-68143-350-9

BLU-RAY EDITION • SRP: $39.95 
ISBN: 978-1-68143-349-3

IT’S A MAD, MAD, MAD, 
MAD WORLD
DVD EDITION • SRP: $29.95 
ISBN: 978-1-68143-364-6

BLU-RAY EDITION • SRP: $39.95 
ISBN: 978-1-68143-363-9

DAVID LYNCH:  
THE ART LIFE
DVD EDITION • SRP: $19.95 
ISBN: 978-1-68143-360-8

BLU-RAY EDITION • SRP: $29.95 
ISBN: 978-1-68143-359-2
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tion (PBS, DVD: $24.99). The story of chef 
and activist Alice Waters, her now-famous 
restaurant Chez Panisse, and her ground-
breaking idea of the Edible Schoolyard are 
covered in filmmaker Doug Hamilton’s 
2003 documentary that aired on PBS’s 
American Masters series.

Eva Hesse  (K ino, 
DVD: $29.95). Film-
maker Marcie Begleit-
er revisits the vibrant 
1960s NYC art world 
of German-American 
post-minimal sculptor 
Eva Hesse (1936-70) in 
this newly re-priced 
biographical portrait (VL-7/17 HHH). 
Extras include an introduction by the 
filmmaker, additional scenes, and a 
photo gallery.

Kansas vs. Darwin (Kino Lorber, 
DVD: $29.95). The school board decision 
to challenge the teaching of evolution 
in Kansas public schools is at the center 
of this 2007 documentary from director 
Jeff Tamblyn. Bonus features include ad-
ditional testimony footage and extended 
interviews.

Milton Glaser: To Inform & Delight 
(Kino Lorber, DVD: $29.95). Filmmaker 
Wendy Keys serves up an entertaining 
celebration of the life and career of Mil-
ton Glaser—described as the “godfather 
of graphic design”—in this re-release of 
the 2008 documentary (VL-7/10 HHH). 
Bonus features include an “Afterthoughts: 
Milton Glaser 10 Years Later” featurette, 
and a panel discussion on “The Design 
of Dissent.”

Notes on Blindness 
(K ino Lorber, DVD: 
$29.95). Centering on 
cassette tapes that were 
recorded over a number 
of years by fortysome-
thing Australian aca-
demic John Hull after he 
went blind in the 1980s, 
filmmakers Pete Middleton and James 
Spinney’s 2016 documentary (VL-1/17 
HHH1/2) is newly re-priced.

Vita Activa: The Spirit of Hannah Ar-
endt (Zeitgeist, DVD: $29.95). Combining 
archival photographs and news clips with 
excerpts from TV interviews, director Ada 
Ushpiz’s 2015 biographical documentary 
(VL Online-4/17 HHH) spotlighting the 
life of political philosopher Hannah 
Arendt (1906-75) is newly re-priced for 
home video.

October 17

The Good Place: The 
Complete First Season 
(Shout! Factory, DVD: 2 
discs, $19.98). An average 
woman goes to the wrong 
spot in the afterlife in this 
2016-17 debut season of 
the fantasy comedy starring 
Kristen Bell, Ted Danson, 
and Jameela Jamil.

Marcella: Series 1 (Acorn, DVD: 2 discs, 
$49.99). Aired on ITV, this 2016 first season 
of the crime noir detective series stars Anna 
Friel, Nicholas Pinnock, Sinéad Cusack, and 
Harry Lloyd.

October 24

Midsomer Murders: Se-
ries 19, Part 2 (Acorn, DVD 
or Blu-ray: $29.99). This 
second set of episodes from 
the 2017 19th season—set 
in what must be the most 
sinister town on Earth—in-
cludes the feature-length 
episodes “Death by Persuasion” and “The 
Curse of the Ninth.”

Teen Wolf: Season 6, Part 2 (Fox, DVD: 3 
discs, $29.98). The pack must fight their way 
to the end in this compilation from the 2016-
17 sixth and final season starring Tyler Posey, 
Dylan O’Brien, and Holland Roden.

October 31

Humans 2.0 (Acorn, DVD: 2 discs, $39.99; 
Blu-ray: 2 discs, $39.99). Aired stateside on 
AMC, this 2016 sophomore season of the 
British artificial-intelligence sci-fi series stars 
Emily Barrington and Tom Goodman-Hill.

Vera, Set 7 (Acorn, DVD: 4 discs, $59.99). 
Brenda Blethyn stars as disheveled detective 
Vera Stanhope in this 2017 seventh season.

Looking Ahead

In November, look for the debut season of 
Westworld, the third series of The Fall, the 
fourth season of Last Tango in Halifax, and 
the complete series of Gilmore Girls: A Year 
in the Life. Slated for December are the fifth 
season of Father Brown, the sixth season of 
Death in Paradise, and the 18th season of 
The Simpsons.

Alice Waters and Her Delicious Revolu-

October 3

2 Broke Girls: The Complete Sixth 
& Final Season (Warner, DVD: 2 discs, 
$24.98). Co-workers Max and Caroline 
(Kat Dennings, Beth Behrs) continue their 
crass escapades while working their des-
sert bar dream in this 2016-17 sixth and 
final season of the comedy series.

American Horror 
Story: Roanoke—The 
Complete Sixth Sea-
son (Fox, DVD: 3 discs, 
$39.98; Blu-ray: 3 discs, 
$49.99). This 2016 sixth 
season of Ryan Murphy’s 
horror anthology series 
stars Kathy Bates, Sarah Paulson, Cuba 
Gooding Jr., and Angela Bassett.

House of Cards: The Complete Fifth 
Season (Sony, DVD: 4 discs, $45.99; Blu-
ray: 4 discs, $55.99). Kevin Spacey, Robin 
Wright, and Kate Mara star in this 2017 
fifth season of the Netflix political drama.

Loch Ness: Series 1 (Acorn, DVD or 
Blu-ray: 2 discs, $49.99). Aired on ITV and 
starring Laura Fraser, Siobhan Finneran, 
and Don Gilet, this 2017 six-part series 
centers on a murder case handled by the 
Scottish Highland Police.

Vikings: Season 4, Volume 2 (Fox, 
DVD: 3 discs, $39.98; Blu-ray: 3 discs, 
$49.99). Ragnar (Travis Fimmel) gears up 
to raid the Saxons in this second set of 
episodes from the 2016-17 fourth season 
of the historical drama series.

October 10

Good Witch: Season Three (Hallmark, 
DVD: 3 discs, $19.95). A shop owner 
enchantress enjoys life in a small town 
in this Hallmark-aired fantasy drama 
starring Catherine Bell, Bailee Madison, 
and James Denton.

Ip Man: Season 1 (Cinedigm, DVD: 
$29.95, Blu-ray: $39.95). This 2013 Chi-
nese series focuses on the life of martial 
arts master teacher Ip Man (Kevin Cheng).

Reign: The Com-
plete Fourth Season 
(Warner, DVD: 3 discs, 
$2 4 .98).  T h i s  2 017 
fourth and final season 
of the historical fanta-
sy series about Mary, 
Queen of Scots stars 
Adelaide Kane, Megan 
Follows, and Rachel Skarsten.

Re-priced or New to DVD/Blu-ray
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Parable 
plus three more films by Rolf Forsberg

Visionary filmmaker Rolf Forsberg’s
impressionistic and often mind-boggling
short films were seen by millions on the big
screen, in classrooms, and in churches during
the 1960s and 70s. Many recall Forsberg’s
cinematic spiritual explorations for their
audacity and stark images. Here are four
Forsberg masterworks, each introduced by
the filmmaker himself: Parable, The Antkeeper,
Ark, and One Friday. 107 minutes total.

#501769D, $19.99, UPC 7 27985 01769 3

Hush
What happens when a pro-life executive
producer and a pro-choice director
collaborate on a journalistic film about
abortion and women’s health? The answer is a
unique and powerful documentary called
HUSH. Putting aside their differences about
the legality of abortion and agreeing to
approach the subject with openness and
sensitivity, the makers of the film set out to
find the truth wherever the facts led them.
Their conclusions may surprise you.
Documentary, 101 minutes.

#501749D, $19.99, UPC 7 27985 01749 5

Wings of an Eagle
Singer-songwriter Steve Bell has been on
the road for over twenty-five years pouring
his heart into his music. Despite a faithful
fanbase, the man once considered “Canada’s
best kept musical secret”  has never
achieved the elusive “breakout” in the
United States market—a breakout that
would mean financial freedom to keep
doing what he does. Now, at the age of 54,
he has been given a rare opportunity to play
a private concert in Hollywood that could
change it all. Documentary, 98 minutes.

#501748D, $14.99, UPC 7 27985 01748 8

Isaac Hecker and the
Journey of Catholic America
The United States was founded on the
ideals of religious liberty and individualism,
concepts that to many seemed diametrically
opposed to Roman Catholicism. But one
man sought to show that Catholicism and
Americanism are not incompatible. Using
popular communication methods of his day,
Isaac Hecker became a courageous voice for
Catholicism in nineteenth-century America,
and his life continues to impact our society
today. Documentary, 52 minutes.

#501755D, $14.99, UPC 7 27985 01755 6

Future of the Church
Future of the Church chronicles a three-year
journey of 80 interviews with pastors and
church influencers from across America. In
their journey to find the formula for a
fragmented and dying church, the two
filmmakers find themselves getting closer
to a much bigger answer. Documentary, 
93 minutes.

#501752D, $14.99, UPC 7 27985 01752 5

John Hus:
A Journey of No Return

Fourteenth-century Czech priest and scholar
John Hus is considered one of the first
Protestant reformers. His bold stand against
church corruption would strongly influence
Martin Luther a century later. Hus spent his
last days as a prisoner in Constance on
charges of heresy. This historically based
documentary produced for Czech television
features outstanding dramatized scenes that
reveal Hus’s humanity and depict his
unwavering faith. Docu-drama, 51 minutes.

#501736D, $14.99, UPC 7 27985 01736 5
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Video Movies
This section features reviews of current and 
classic studio, independent, and foreign feature 
films. Each review includes pricing information, 
as well as running time, rating, subtitling infor-
mation, and street dates for yet-to-be-released 
titles. Most titles reviewed here are widely 
available through most distributors.

	 HHHH= Excellent
	 HHH= Good
	 HH= Fair
	 H= Poor

Current Films

47 Meters Down HH1/2
Lionsgate, 89 min., PG-13, 
DVD: $29.99, Blu-ray/DVD 
Combo: $39.99, Sept. 26

Ever since Steven Spiel-
berg’s Jaws, beaches have 
become at least partially 
synonymous with sharks. 
After being dumped by her longtime boy-
friend, Lisa (Mandy Moore) invites younger 
sister Kate (Claire Holt) to join her at a 
Mexican resort. Determined to lighten Lisa’s 
depression, free-spirited Kate insists they go 
dancing, where they meet two locals (San-
tiago Segura, Yani Gellman) who talk them 
into a risky maritime adventure, even though 
the concierge has warned them not to take 
side-trips unapproved by the hotel. Early next 
morning, they board the rickety Sea Esta, as 
Captain Taylor (Matthew Modine) explains 
the shark-tank excursion. Assuring him that 
they’re experienced with scuba equipment—
which, for terrified Lisa, is not true—they don 
wetsuits and facemasks equipped with radio 
communication. After illegally chumming 
the water to attract ravenous sharks, the 
guys climb into the observation cage first, 
going down five meters. When they emerge, 
they’re excited, so the gullible gals follow suit. 
And then the chain snaps, dropping them 47 
meters to the bottom. At that depth, they can 
no longer converse with the boat, and before 
long they are running low on air as Great 
Whites are circling. Complicating matters, if 
they try to swim to the surface quickly, rapid 
decompression (aka the bends), will cause 
deadly nitrogen narcosis. Director Johannes 
Roberts works with a sketchy script in this 
often scary and suspenseful thriller that 
unfortunately features a ridiculous third act 
twist. A strong optional purchase. (S. Granger)

1944 HH1/2
Film Movement, 100 min., in Estonian w/English 
subtitles or English-dubbed, not rated, DVD: 
$24.99, Oct. 3

Internecine turmoil in the tiny Baltic na-

tion of Estonia during World 
War II is at the center of 
filmmaker Elmo Nüganen’s 
intriguingly structured but 
also rather contrived drama. 
Forcibly incorporated into 
the USSR in 1940, the na-
tion was then occupied by 
German troops in 1941, and Estonian men 
were conscripted into the armies of both 
invaders. In 1944, when the Soviets were 
pushing the Nazis westward, the German 
line at Tannenberg was defended by soldiers 
from various conquered nations—including 
Estonia—but the Soviet army also included 
Estonian troops, which turned the battle into 
a virtual civil war. The first half of the film 
is told from the perspective of the German 
irregulars, focusing on principled Karl Tam-
mik (Kaspar Velberg), who blames himself for 
the deportation of his family to Siberia. The 
second turns to Tammik’s countryman Juri 
Jogi (Kristjan Üksküla), who finds himself at-
tracted to Tammik’s sister (Maiken Schmidt). 
Jogi must also deal with the demands of his 
cruel Soviet overseer, who orders him to exe-
cute Estonian youths fighting on the German 
side. 1944 features powerful battle sequences, 
but the horseplay among soldiers is on the 
level of 1940s Hollywood war films, while 
the second-act romantic complications feel 
like shallow melodrama. Still, the interesting 
historical background makes this a strong 
optional purchase. (F. Swietek)

Across the Line HHH
Lightyear, 88 min., not rated, 
DVD: $19.98, Blu-ray: $25.99

A heavy-handed story of 
racial hostility in a Halifax 
high school is redeemed by 
strong acting and a gritty 
approach in this debut fea-
ture by music-video-maker Director X (Julien 
Christian Lutz), who transforms what might 
have been a bland afterschool special into 
something more potent. Mattie (Stephan 
James), a talented hockey player being scout-
ed for the NHL, studies with a mixed-race 
woman named Jayme (Sarah Jeffery), who 
serves as a voice of tolerance among her class-
mates, and has plans to move to Toronto for 
college with her white boyfriend John (Steven 
Love). Unfortunately, John’s racist pal Todd 
(Denis Theriault) goads him into attacking 
Mattie for getting too close to Jayme, and 
their fight—along with a larger interracial 
brawl at the school and bad publicity caused 
by the unsavory activities of Mattie’s older 
brother (Shamier Anderson)—threatens to 
derail any chance he might have of a pro 
career. James is excellent as Mattie, who is 
trying to toe the line in order to achieve 
the success his parents hope for, and he is 
backed by a solid cast. Lutz pointedly refuses 
to prettify the locations, opting instead for a 
grim, depressed look that reflects the char-

acters’ hardscrabble lives. Recommended. 
(F. Swietek)

Alive and Kicking HHH
Magnolia, 89 min., not rated, 
DVD: $26.99

Swing occupies a very dis-
tinct niche in the world of 
dance. Less regimented than 
ballroom and less overtly 
sexual than tango, swing 
and its many permutations—Lindy Hop, 
Balboa, St. Louis Shag, West and East Coast 
swing, boogie woogie, blues, etc.—stresses 
improvisation, eccentricity, and near acro-
batic footwork and aerials, all while dressed 
to the nines in 1930s-to-1950s-era clothing. 
Its practitioners travel the globe attending 
competitions and conventions, creating an 
insular community that forms bonds both on 
and off the dance floor. In Alive and Kicking, 
director Susan Glatzer takes a vibrant look 
at this world, weaving the stories of several 
dancers trying to make a living out of swing 
dancing together with a larger history of the 
genre, from its roots in Harlem during the 
Great Depression, through a decades-long 
lull, to its resurgence during the late 1990s 
and now the present. The personal stories of 
dancers who have sacrificed “normal” lives to 
chase their art are inspiring, as are interviews 
with swing legends from the Harlem Renais-
sance—Norma Miller and the late Frankie 
Manning, who were still dancing past the age 
of 90. Described as a “three-minute romance,” 
swing forces dancers to drop all inhibitions 
and openly express themselves—and they 
do so here in outstanding performance foot-
age, flying around ballroom floors and each 
other in fevered, improvised dervishes while 
dressed in vintage attire. Recommended.  
(P. Morehart)

Amar, Akbar & Tony HH
Kino Lorber, 96 min., not rated, 
DVD: $29.95

This Netflix-aired British 
feature from writer-director 
Atul Malhotra follows the 
friendship of three Lon-
doners of different ethnic 
origins: the Sikh Amar (Rez Kempton), the 
Indian Muslim Akbar (Sam Vincenti), and 
the Irish Catholic Tony (Martin Delaney). 
The two Indian men are burdened with the 
family-fueled expectations of their respective 
cultures—Amar moves away from his family’s 
restaurant business to pursue a legal career, 
while Akbar has found a very lucrative niche 
in luxury real estate. Tony, however, is the 
bumbler of the trio, floundering in both his 
professional and romantic endeavors. The 
film initially seems to be aiming for light 
comedy, albeit with some less-than-subtle 
doses of ethnic and sexual humor, although 
some unexpected plot twists result in a harsh 
dramatic tone that feels like another film 
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was grafted onto the screenplay. As a result, 
the story is frequently at odds with itself—
ping-ponging between battle-of-the-sexes 
farce and pointed social commentary about 
London’s multicultural population. The three 
leads do their best to turn on the charm, 
although Delaney shamelessly overplays his 
dum-dum role. Optional. (P. Hall)

Baywatch HH
Paramount, 116 min., R, DVD: 
$25.99, Blu-ray/DVD Combo: 
$31.99

This raunchy, splashy 
riff on the hit 1990s ac-
tion-comedy TV series be-
gins with tryouts for the 
elite team of tanned, toned lifeguards who 
patrol Emerald Beach. Under the watchful eye 
of no-nonsense Mitch Buchannon (Dwayne 
Johnson), the wannabes are narrowed down 
to pudgy Ronnie Greenbaum (Jon Bass), sassy 
Summer Quinn (Alexandra Daddario), and 
cocky Matt Brody (Zac Efron), a disgraced bad 
boy who thinks his two Olympic gold medals 
should make him a shoo-in. Mitch also has a 
pair of sexy cohorts—C.J. Parker (model Kelly 
Rohrbach) and Stephanie Holden (Ilfenesh 
Hadera)—who wear zippered, red-spandex 
swimsuits. Mitch realizes there is a drug 
smuggler in their midst, and he suspects 
slinky, scheming Victoria Leeds (Priyanka 
Chopra), who just opened the posh Huntley 
Club and seems determined to acquire all of 
the nearby coastal real estate. Since the local 
policeman (Yahya Abdul-Mateen II) won’t 
take him seriously, it’s up to Mitch and his 
squad to preserve the sanctity of their beach-
front. While Baywatch features a couple of 
exciting sea-rescue sequences, plus nostalgic 
cameos by TV stars David Hasselhoff and 
Pamela Anderson, director Seth Gordon relies 
too much on campy running in slo-mo, and 
gross-out genitalia jokes. (Full disclosure: my 
son, Don Granger, is one of the executive 
producers). Optional. (S. Granger)

Beatriz at Dinner HH
Lionsgate, 103 min., R, DVD: 
$19.99, Sept. 12

Altruistic holistic healer 
Beatriz (Salma Hayek), a 
Mexican-born divorcee, is 
having a rough time. Her 
L.A. neighbor objects to her 
goat’s incessant bleating and her old Volk-
swagen barely starts. Nevertheless, Beatriz 
wears a beatific expression as she heads down 
the coastline from the cancer clinic where 
she works to an exclusive Newport Beach 
enclave to give a massage to Cathy (Connie 
Britton)—a wealthy client whose daughter 
is someone Beatriz helped to recover during 
chemotherapy. Predictably, Beatriz’s car later 
breaks down in the driveway, so Cathy con-
vinces her contractor husband Grant (David 
Warshofsky) to graciously include Beatriz as 

a “friend-of-the-family” guest at a small din-
ner party they are hosting for Grant’s boss, 
Douglas Strutt (John Lithgow), a billionaire 
real estate tycoon who owns hotels and golf 
courses around the world. Pompous Strutt 
arrives with his third, much younger wife 
(Amy Landecker), along with Grant’s junior 
colleague (Jay Duplass) and the latter’s social- 
climbing wife (Chloë Sevigny). After first 
mistaking sanctimonious Beatriz for a maid, 
Strutt further infuriates her by showing off 
iPhone photos of his latest hunt in Africa. 
Heavy-handedly written by Mike White and 
directed by Miguel Arteta, it’s a parable about 
the entitled haves and long-suffering have-
nots, but while waiting for the inevitable 
confrontation between passive-aggressive Be-
atriz, who burns with righteous indignation 
and imbibes far too much wine, and vulgar, 
capitalistic Strutt, the concept—which also 
features incoherent magical realism—simply 
collapses. Optional. (S. Granger)

Bitcoin Heist HHH
Well Go USA, 116 min., in 
Vietnamese w/English subtitles, 
not rated, Blu-ray/DVD Combo: 
$29.99

Old-fashioned heist thrill-
er meets high-tech world of 
cybercrime in this colorful 
caper from Vietnam. The plot involves the 
efforts of Special Agent Dada (Kate Nhung), 
working in the cybercrimes division, to catch 
an international money launderer known as 
Ghost. The sting operation goes wrong when 
their snitch panics, the accountant (Thanh 
Pham) with the digital key flees, and a Bitcoin 
fortune is stolen by a hacker. So Dada goes 
rogue, pulls the accountant out of prison, 
and puts together a team of criminals to 
break into a high-security fortress to access 
the protected Bitcoin vault. Also on hand 
are a former pickpocket who now works as 
a nightclub magician (and just happens to 
be Dada’s former lover), an aging forger, a 
teenage cat burglar, and a hacker out for re-
venge—all sharing troubled pasts and regrets 
as they bond on the mission. Bitcoin Heist is 
steeped in the sentimentality, melodrama, 
and cartoonish comedy common to Asian 
action cinema, but it also has a clever twist 
that sends the third act into a new direction 
involving double crosses and an elaborate 
confidence game. Directed by Ham Tran with 
rapid-fire editing, splashy graphics and digital 
effects, jaunty music, and plenty of colorful 
(and corny) comedy and romance, this is 
a rare action spectacle from Vietnam that 
should interest fans of Asian action movies.
Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

The Book of Henry HH
Universal, 105 min., PG-13, DVD: $29.99, Blu-ray: 
$34.98, Oct. 3

In the dysfunctional Carpenter family, sen-
sitive, precocious 11-year-old Henry (Jaeden 

Lieberher) manages the 
family finances, constructs 
steampunk inventions in a 
backyard treehouse, and ev-
idences maturity far beyond 
his years. Perhaps that’s why 
he realizes that Christina 
(Maddie Ziegler), the vulnerable girl next 
door, is being abused by her stepfather, Glenn 
Sickleman (Dean Norris), who happens to be 
the police commissioner. Henry and his ador-
ably bespectacled 8-year-old brother Peter 
(Jacob Tremblay) live in suburbia with their 
hard-working, yet remarkably immature, 
single mother Susan (Naomi Watts), who 
spends her free time on the couch playing 
violent video games when she’s not drinking 
wine with her sassy waitress friend (Sarah 
Silverman). Unable to communicate produc-
tively with Child Protective Services, Henry 
devises his own scheme, which involves 
training Susan as a sniper, equipping her with 
a rifle (with a night-vision scope), and deliv-
ering explicit instructions on how to murder 
hulking Sickleman, despite her plaintive 
protestation: “We are not killing the police 
commissioner!” While the performances are 
excellent, director Colin Trevorrow’s The Book 
of Henry suffers from a confounding, capri-
ciously implausible script, which veers from 
suspicions of child-molestation to tear-jerking 
terminal-illness melodrama to tense thriller. 
Optional. (S. Granger)

Certain Women HH1/2
Criterion, 107 min., R, DVD: 
$29.99, Blu-ray: $39.99, Sept. 
19

Indie filmmaker Kelly 
Reichardt’s film adaptation 
of short stories by Maile 
Meloy serves up a cinematic 
portrait of disparate women living in desolate 
Livingston, MT. Laura Wells (Laura Dern) is 
a lawyer whose angry construction worker 
client Fuller (Jared Harris) refuses to accept 
the fact that because he has already accepted a 
settlement for a workplace injury, he therefore 
cannot be further compensated. “If I were 
a man, I could explain the law and people 
would listen,” she complains. Gina Lewis (Mi-
chelle Williams) is an alienated wife, mother, 
and business owner trying to convince an 
elderly neighbor (René Auberjonois) to sell her 
some “authentic” local sandstone so that she 
can use the rocks for the home she’s building 
with her philandering husband Ryan (James 
LeGros) and their sullen teenage daughter, 
Guthrie (Sara Rodier). And Native American 
Jamie (Lily Gladstone) is a shy, lonely horse 
rancher who becomes infatuated with disil-
lusioned Elizabeth Travis (Kristen Stewart), a 
recent law school graduate who commutes 
to teach a night class in educational law 
twice a week at a rural school. Jamie looks 
forward to their chats at a nearby diner after 
class. Writer-director Reichardt is much less 
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concerned with plot than the inner turmoil 
of her quietly suffering characters, working 
closely with cinematographer Christopher 
Blauvelt and eliciting excellent performances 
from her ensemble. Unfortunately, the pacing 
of her mini-dramas is slow and uneven. Still, 
this meditative and often soulful film should 
be considered a strong optional purchase. 
(S. Granger)

Chapter & Verse HH1/2
Lionsgate, 100 min., R, DVD: 
$19.98

Chapter & Verse revolves 
around ex-con Lance In-
gram (co-writer Daniel 
Beaty), who lives in a Har-
lem halfway house. Looking 
for work for weeks, Lance is in no position to 
decline when his parole officer arranges an 
interview with a soup kitchen, even though 
he would rather work with computers. Soon, 
Lance is making deliveries to needy New York-
ers, most of whom are grateful—except for 
Ms. Maddy (Loretta Devine), who explodes 
when he delivers the wrong meal. Once he 
fixes the error, however, the pair become fast 
friends and Lance even constructs a computer 
for Maddy out of spare parts. While they en-
joy a comfortable rapport, Lance is wary of 
Maddy’s grandson, Ty (Khadim Diop), who 
has the makings of a hoodlum. When Lance 
witnesses Ty fleeing a robbery, he lets him 
know that he’s watching him, but declines 
to tell his grandmother. While getting back 
into the swing of the straight life, Lance also 
has a not-entirely-convincing fling with his 
boss and he reconnects with Jomo (Omari 
Hardwick), a reformed criminal who manages 
a barbershop and brings Lance computer re-
pair work for a cut of the profits. By film’s end, 
Lance has lost someone and saved another, 
and while it’s unfortunate that violence is 
used to solve a problem, co-writer/director 
Jamal Joseph’s story doesn’t provide viable 
alternatives. Beaty isn’t the most expressive 
actor, but Devine and Hardwick punch up the 
scenes when they play opposite him. A strong 
optional purchase. (K. Fennessy)

The Circle HH
Lionsgate, 110 min., PG-13, 
DVD: $29.95, Blu-ray/DVD 
Combo: $39.99

Tackling the “Me-cen-
tric” revelatory culture of 
Google, Facebook, Twitter, 
Snapchat, etc., James Pon-
soldt’s timely thriller delves into the ubiq-
uitous perils of contemporary technology. 
When Mae Holland (Emma Watson) goes to 
work for “The Circle,” a massively powerful 
social media company in the San Francisco 
Bay Area, she is thrilled. Beginning as a 
“guppy,” Mae is assigned to a customer ser-
vice desk, where she’s expected not only to 
excel but also to participate in off-hours and 

weekend events with co-workers. Run by a 
management team consisting of charismatic 
visionary Eamon Bailey (Tom Hanks) and 
businessman Tom Stenton (Patton Oswalt), 
the company is touting a new social interface 
app, TruYou—a single-identity password 
solution which eliminates anonymity—along 
with SeeChange, a tiny, inconspicuous web-
cam that can be attached to any surface for 
constant surveillance. “Knowing is good, but 
knowing everything is better,” claims evan-
gelistic Bailey. Grateful that she can extend 
her insurance coverage to include her frail, 
multiple sclerosis-afflicted father (the late Bill 
Paxton) and that the company’s omnipresent 
monitors saved her from drowning when 
she foolishly went kayaking alone at night, 
guileless Mae offers to relinquish all personal 
privacy and go “fully transparent,” so that 
everything she does can be seen by Circle 
members. Obviously, this leads to embarrass-
ment, but also tragedy and the alienation of 
Mae’s best friend/mentor (Karen Gillan). Dave 
Eggers adapts his own 2013 bestselling novel, 
but unlike the book, Ponsoldt’s film feels 
meandering and melodramatic as it offers 
up its cautionary tale. Optional. (S. Granger)

Colossal HHH
Universal, 110 min., R, DVD: 
$22.98, Blu-ray/DVD Combo: 
$29.98

A monster movie by way 
of an indie comedy that 
unexpectedly transforms 
into something more serious 
and horrific, Colossal stars Anne Hathaway as 
Gloria, an out-of-work writer turned reckless 
party girl and black-out drunk who is kicked 
out of her boyfriend’s Manhattan apartment 
and returns to her dreary hometown, where 
she continues drinking her nights away at 
a sleepy bar owned by a childhood friend 
(Jason Sudeikis). During one of her blackouts, 
a towering Godzilla-like creature suddenly 
appears in Seoul, South Korea, and she discov-
ers that she has a unique connection to this 
creature on the other side of the world. What 
initially seems to be a cosmic comic lark turns 
dark in a very human way without losing its 
sense of humor in this strange film by director 
Nacho Vigalondo. Hathaway plays against her 
image as the likable but unreliable Gloria, as 
does Sudeikis, whose easygoing manner and 
generosity covers up a damaged soul. The 
giant monster scenes owe more to the original 
Japanese films than the largely humorless 
American adaptations, and Vigalondo revels 
in the mix of delight and horror as towering 
creatures stride between (and at times knock 
down) skyscrapers and also tromp crowds of 
panicked humans, sometimes by accident, 
sometimes not. Vigalondo uses this genre 
mash-up to explore alcoholism, bullying, 
control, and male rage in a film that is funny 
and serious at the same time. Recommended. 
(S. Axmaker)

The Country Doctor 
HH1/2
Icarus, 102 min., in French w/
English subtitles, not rated, 
DVD: $26.99

Physician-turned-film-
maker Thomas Lilti infuses 
disease-of-the-week melo-
drama into a “passing the torch” tale in this 
curiously lightweight story about Jean-Pierre 
(François Cluzet), a provincial doctor diag-
nosed with cancer who is assigned a pretty 
assistant physician named Nathalie (Mari-
anne Denicourt). While willing to undergo 
treatment in the city, Jean-Pierre steadfastly 
refuses to curtail his rural practice, continu-
ing to make house calls while keeping his 
condition secret from everyone, even Nath-
alie and his aged mother. The Country Doctor 
is extremely episodic, featuring subplots 
about individual patients—a mentally-chal-
lenged boy obsessed with World War I, a 
poor pregnant girl and her nasty boyfriend, 
a bed-ridden nonagenarian whose in-house 
care is becoming increasingly untenable—as 
well as others involving the mayor’s desire 
to modernize medical treatment in the dis-
trict. The dominant arc, however, centers on 
Jean-Pierre’s realization that Nathalie is not 
just competent but a kindred spirit who he 
comes to accept as a genuine partner. This 
is a pleasant movie in which the provincial 
milieu is nicely captured, but like so many 
films about illness, it underplays the effects 
of serious disease and treatment—Jean-Pierre 
goes about his usual routine with few signs of 
debilitation, apart from the occasional frown. 
But while hardly realistic, it does serve up an 
agreeable portrait of a pair of dedicated doc-
tors. A strong optional purchase. (F. Swietek)

Dheepan HHH1/2
Criterion, 114 min., in Tamil & 
French w/English subtitles, R, 
DVD: $29.95, Blu-ray: $39.95

J a c q u e s  A u d i a r d ’ s 
award-winning film about 
three Tamil refugees from 
Sri Lanka’s civil war who 
escape to France by posing as a family is a 
drama of alienation, assimilation, and sur-
vival. Dheepan (Jesuthasan Antonythasan, 
a non-actor and former child soldier) flees 
the Tamil Tiger guerillas by posing as the 
father of a displaced family and he has to 
continue the deception with his “wife” Ya-
lini (Kalieaswari Srinivasan) and 9-year-old 
“daughter” Illayaal (Claudine Vinasithamby) 
when they are brought to Paris and placed 
in an impoverished suburb where he works 
as a caretaker for apartments overrun with 
drug gangs. The three are more like business 
partners than family as they settle in to their 
new existence, with Dheepan insisting that 
Yalini take care of Illayaal (who is miserable 
at school and emotionally disconnected from 
both “parents”), but over time they develop 
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compassion and concern for one another and 
slowly the adults start to act more like parents. 
When drug violence erupts in the complex 
and puts his family in danger, Dheepan re-
verts back to his guerilla training and takes a 
stand against the gang. But that is only a part 
of this drama about outsiders dropped into a 
new culture and struggling to assimilate. A 
touching tale of strangers becoming a family, 
this Cannes Film Festival Palme d’Or winner 
is highly recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Diary of a Wimpy Kid: 
The Long Haul HH1/2
Fox, 91 min., PG, DVD: $29.99, 
Blu-ray/DVD Combo: $34.99

Wimpy kid Greg Heffley 
embarks on the equivalent 
of National Lampoon’s Vaca-
tion in this fourth film based 
on Jeff Kinney’s 2014 ninth book in his popu-
lar children’s book series. The plot hinges on 
a long car trip that turns into a series of slap-
stick disasters, including a horrible night in 
a seedy motel, a detour into a muddy bog, an 
encounter with a flock of hungry birds, and 
an eventful stopover at a county fair. Mom 
(Alicia Silverstone) plans to use the journey to 
her mother’s birthday party to encourage her 
fractious family to bond, but dad (Tom Everett 
Scott) is preoccupied with his job back home, 
and older son Rodrick (Charlie Wright) is ir-
ritatingly blasé about everything, while Greg 
(Jason Drucker) schemes to change the route 
so that he can attend a gamers’ convention. 
Greg succeeds, but in the process instigates 
a running feud with another family, which 
includes—in a sequence adults will presum-
ably appreciate more than children—a weird 
take-off on the shower scene from Psycho. 
Like its predecessors, this entry features the 
same blend of frantic farce and sappy senti-
mentality, but while not a great family movie, 
youngsters will probably enjoy it. A strong 
optional purchase. (F. Swietek)

Dirty Dancing HHH
Lionsgate, 135 min., not rated, 
DVD: $19.99

The good news: the im-
mortal line, “Nobody puts 
Baby in a corner,” remains 
intact in this TV remake of 
the 1987 classic movie that 
starred Patrick Swayze and Jennifer Grey. The 
bad news: this do-over features an unneces-
sary and depressing epilogue tacked onto the 
familiar story of a romance between a bad-boy 
choreographer and the good, if repressed, 
daughter of an esteemed, stern father. Once 
again set at a vacation resort in summer 
1963, the tale finds 18-year-old Baby (Abigail 
Breslin), a frumpy brainiac and proto-feminist 
headed to Harvard in a few weeks, on a fam-
ily vacation with her role model doctor dad 
(Bruce Greenwood), her emotionally neglect-
ed mother (Debra Messing), and her restless 

sister (Sarah Hyland). Baby gets a glimpse of 
the orgiastic downtime of the resort’s per-
formers, especially Johnny (Colt Prattes), a 
prickly dancer with a bad reputation, police 
record, and willingness to sleep with select 
female vacationers. A crisis brings Baby into 
Johnny’s orbit, and soon he’s teaching her to 
shake off constraints and learn to dance. Of 
course, romance ensues, much to the loud 
objections of Baby’s dad. In general, this new 
Dirty Dancing works, amping up the sexual 
heat of the original while adding a few bold 
tweaks to the story, such as an interracial 
fling (this is 1963) between Baby’s sister and 
an African-American musician (J. Quinton 
Johnson). Fans will be happy to know that 
iconic moments from the classic movie are 
reprised here, including the dance steps on 
a log over a stream and Johnny’s air-guitar 
moves during “Love is Strange.” The only 
unfortunate note is that aforementioned 
downer epilogue. Recommended. (T. Keogh)

Dying to Know: Ram Dass 
& Timothy Leary HH1/2
Kino Lorber, 94 min., not rated, 
DVD: $29.95, Blu-ray: $34.95

T i mot hy  L e a r y  a nd 
Richard Alpert were young 
colleagues on the Harvard 
faculty in the early 1960s 
when they collaborated on experiments 
using consciousness-expanding psychedelic 
drugs—particularly psilocybin, an ingredient 
in so-called magic mushrooms. Both were 
dismissed from Harvard in 1963, and their 
paths diverged: Leary became notorious 
for promoting the use of LSD (and served a 
prison sentence), while Alpert experienced 
a spiritual awakening under the influence 
of a Hindu guru in India, adopted the name 
Ram Dass, and wrote a popular book on yoga 
and meditation. Narrated by Robert Redford, 
filmmaker Gay Dillingham’s documentary 
offers biographical sketches of both men, 
drawing on a wide range of archival materials 
and interviews with colleagues and friends, 
but is most notable for its excerpts from 
conversations between the two subjects that 
the filmmaker arranged after Leary’s 1995 
announcement that he was suffering from 
inoperable cancer. Inevitably, their discussion 
ultimately centers on the attitude one should 
adopt toward approaching death. Dass suf-
fered a major stroke in 1997 (less than a year 
after Leary’s death), which was not fatal but 
left him impaired. Although Dying to Know is 
rather haphazardly constructed, it does offer 
an intriguing joint portrait of two men who 
sought, each in his own way, to embrace the 
whole of existence. A strong optional pur-
chase. (F. Swietek)

Everybody Loves Somebody HH1/2
Lionsgate, 106 min., PG-13, DVD: $19.99

Writer-director Catalina Aguilar Mastret-
ta’s romantic comedy focuses on Clara (Karla 

Souza), a Los Angeles doctor 
with a successful career but 
a dismal love life. When her 
parents decide to belatedly 
marry after 40 years of an 
unofficial union, Clara is 
invited to a family gathering 
in Mexico, and she convinc-
es Australian co-worker Asher (Ben O’Toole) 
to join her and pretend to be her boyfriend. 
To Clara’s surprise, a former lover (José María 
Yazpik) turns up and tries to reanimate the 
flame. And if that’s not enough, Clara and 
Asher discover that their make-believe re-
lationship might have some real-life sparks. 
To the filmmaker’s credit, Everybody Loves 
Somebody portrays a Mexican-American 
middle-class culture without dipping into 
telenovela stereotypes—the characters are 
complex, often funny, and very appealing 
(and the shifts between English and Spanish 
dialogue are seamless)—and the beautiful 
cinematography takes full advantage of the 
Baja locations. But while the actors try their 
best to be charismatic yet vulnerable, they 
are also ultimately manacled to a screenplay 
that eventually becomes predictable. Still, 
this should be considered a strong optional 
purchase. (P. Hall)

Everything, Everything 
HH
Warner, 96 min., PG-13, DVD: 
$28.98, Blu-ray/DVD Combo: 
$35.99

The illness featured in 
this romantic “girl in a 
bubble” drama is severe 
combined immunodeficiency (SCID), which 
prevents the creation of antibodies to pro-
tect from infection. Afflicted with SCID, 
exuberant 18-year-old Maddy Whittier 
(Amandla Stenberg) is an aspiring architect, 
even though she has spent her entire life in a 
hermetically-sealed glass sanctuary designed 
to keep her safe. Despite her overly-protective 
mother/doctor Pauline (Anika Noni Rose), 
Maddy is intrigued by boy-next-door Olly 
(Nick Robinson), who dresses in black and 
rides a skateboard. First, there are handwrit-
ten signs, then texts, and finally a meeting 
facilitated by Maddy’s empathetic nurse, 
Carla (Ana de la Reguera), complete with 
the requisite decontamination protocol. 
Before long, the couple are running away to 
Hawaii, where a preposterous plot twist sets 
in motion a disconcerting narrative. Adapted 
from Nicola Yoon’s 2015 YA novel, director 
Stella Meghie’s Everything, Everything simply 
becomes implausible during its third act. 
Optional. (S. Granger)

The Final Master HH
Well Go USA, 110 min., in Mandarin w/English 
subtitles, not rated, DVD: $24.99, Blu-ray/DVD 
Combo: $29.99

Set in 1932 China, Haofeng Xu’s martial 
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arts drama stars Fan Liao 
as Chen Shi, a Wing Chun 
master who challenges the 
martial arts schools of a 
Chinese city for the right 
to teach his style of kung fu 
in a bid to keep a promise to 
his former master. To fulfill 
his vow, Chen chooses a protégé from the 
town, trains him to defeat the champions 
of the eight dominant schools, marries a 
disgraced woman (Jia Song), and becomes 
tangled in a web of alliances and double 
crosses. Knowledge is power in this culture 
and the schools guard their secrets even from 
their students, which keeps the reins in the 
hands of the masters at the cost of letting 
their traditions die. Chen’s master is as mer-
cenary as his opponents, which gives viewers 
little reason to root for his success. On top of 
that, the action scenes are rudimentary, and 
the storytelling is choppy and hard to follow. 
Not a necessary purchase. (S. Axmaker)

Fort Buchanan HH1/2
Grasshopper, 65 min., in French 
w/English subtitles, not rated, 
DVD: $29.99

What begins as a side-
ways comedy-drama with 
an unexpected setting and 
story gradually devolves 
into random pointlessness in filmmaker 
Benjamin Crotty’s surreal tale about male and 
female spouses of French soldiers stationed in 
Iraq. The left-behind husbands and wives live 
at the fictional Fort Buchanan, where they 
revel in a hazy world of erotic tension and 
temptation, turning toward one another for 
release and, sometimes, fights. Among them 
is Roger (Andy Gillet), whose husband of 18 
years is serving in the French army. Roger’s 
daughter (Iliana Zabeth) is lurching toward 
an imbalanced adulthood in which she slugs 
her dad at will, is easily seduced by men or 
women, and makes protests when family 
connections are used to get her into a good 
university. But it’s the strangeness of Fort 
Buchanan’s sexual culture that gives Crotty’s 
script and cinematic environment its bizarre, 
rule-bending atmosphere, which bears some 
resemblance to the loose, anything-goes 
values of camp life in M*A*S*H. For a while, 
Fort Buchanan is vaguely reminiscent of 
game-changing early works in the 1950s-‘60s 
French New Wave, although it ultimately fails 
to deliver a completely compelling tale. A 
strong optional purchase. (T. Keogh)

Handsome Devil HHH
Breaking Glass, 95 min., not rated, DVD: $24.99

Writer-director John Butler’s Irish film is 
set at a rugby-mad, homophobic boarding 
school for boys, where Ned (Fionn O’Shea)—a 
slight, ginger-topped, music-loving misfit—
suffers daily humiliations at the hands of 
bullies. Things only seem to get worse after 

he acquires a roommate, 
Conor (Nicholas Galitzine), 
a laconic transfer student 
who is quickly assimilat-
ed into the rugby squad 
under the brutal gaze of 
their coach (Moe Dunford). 
Despite his exceptional tal-
ent on the field, Conor is 
no cookie-cutter athlete. Melancholy and 
alone, Conor exists in a forced remoteness 
from Ned, with a tall border erected in their 
shared room. But walls, real and figurative, 
eventually break down, and the two outsiders 
form an unlikely friendship, bonding over 
performing music—a pursuit encouraged by 
a sympathetic and wise English teacher who 
is wonderfully played by Andrew Scott (Sher-
lock’s Moriarty). While the sexual identities 
of Ned and Conor are certainly ambiguous, 
this is not a story of romance—in or out of the 
shadows—but rather more about transcend-
ing foolish categories that ignore human 
complexity. Recommended. (T. Keogh)

Heartland HH1/2
Wolfe, 99 min., not rated, 
DVD: $26.95

Although aiming for 
emotional complexity, film-
maker Maura Anderson’s 
homespun drama about an 
unlikely lesbian romance 
feels more schematic than real. Artist Lauren 
(Velinda Godfrey, who co-wrote the script) 
returns to the rural Oklahoma home of her 
widowed mother Crystal (Beth Grant) after 
a girlfriend dies and she loses her job. By 
chance, her brother Justin (Aaron Leddick) 
shows up with his girlfriend Carrie (Laura 
Spencer) for the grand opening of a winery 
that he owns in partnership with a boyhood 
friend. When Justin is called back to Fort 
Worth on business, Lauren and Carrie grow 
close, eventually succumbing to their passion 
(as they huddle together during a tornado 
scare). While they hope to keep their encoun-
ter a secret, it is quickly revealed, sending 
Justin into a rage and angering Crystal, who 
has never come to terms with her daughter’s 
sexuality and hoped that her return home 
would signal a change of lifestyle. Heartland 
is earnest and well-meaning but dramatically 
creaky, with dialogue that often sounds as 
if it were drawn from a soap opera writer’s 
handbook, and acting that is frequently 
amateurish. Given the high level of artistry 
now common in contemporary gay-coming-
out movies, the simple good intentions of a 
film like this are no longer enough. Optional. 
(F. Swietek)

The Hippopotamus HHH
Lightyear, 88 min., not rated, DVD: $19.99

Based on the titular 1994 novel by Stephen 
Fry, director John Jencks’s film centers on 
burned-out poet turned acerbic critic Ted 

Wallace (Roger Allam), who 
finds himself in desperate 
need of cash after he is fired. 
Wallace is enlisted to inves-
tigate supposedly miracu-
lous cures taking place at 
the country estate of his es-
tranged friend Lord Michael 
Logan (Matthew Modine). 
Michael’s son David (Tommy Knight)—a 
gangly would-be writer who also happens 
to be Wallace’s godson—is believed to have 
healed the leukemia of a young woman by a 
simple laying on of hands. The perpetually 
soused Wallace manages to work out the 
truth of the matter, although his solution 
has sad ramifications for some. Fry’s oddball 
combination of influences—Oscar Wilde, 
Agatha Christie, and Masterpiece Theatre—
provide a showy role for Allam, who handles 
the rich dialogue (much of it delivered in 
voiceover) with virtuoso aplomb, and Fiona 
Shaw adds class as Lady Logan. While only 
fitfully amusing overall, The Hippopotamus 
boasts sumptuous locations and attractive 
costumes, and Allam’s robust turn as a version 
of Hercule Poirot who always has a bottle of 
single malt Scotch at the ready makes this well 
worth watching. Recommended. (F. Swietek)

The Hunter’s Prayer HH
Lionsgate, 98 min., R, DVD: 
$19.99, Blu-ray: $24.99

Jon at h a n  Mo s tow ’s 
fast-moving but brain-
less action film stars Sam 
Worthington as Lucas, a hit-
man assigned by ruthless 
British crime lord Addison (Allen Leech) to 
kill Ella (Odeya Rush), an American student 
at a posh Swiss prep school, whose father has 
betrayed Addison. Lucas balks at carrying out 
the job—he is wrestling with estrangement 
from his own daughter (as well as with drug 
addiction)—so he instead rescues Ella from 
Addison’s thugs. A cross-continent chase 
ensues, as the pair are repeatedly trapped by 
their pursuers and barely evade death while 
bonding along the way towards a predictable 
final confrontation. Although Mostow is 
an experienced action director, his efforts 
are undone by the script’s reliance on the 
hoariest of devices—ridiculous hair-breadth 
escapes made possible by the fact that Addi-
son’s handpicked men seem to be among the 
world’s worst shots. And the chase is contin-
ually interrupted by Lucas’s sappy backstory 
(military service, addiction, marital diffi-
culties), presented in sluggish drug-induced 
flashbacks. Not recommended. (F. Swietek)

It Comes at Night HHH
Lionsgate, 91 min., R, DVD: $19.98, Blu-ray: 
$24.99, Sept. 12

Filmmaker Trey Edward Shults’s It Comes 
at Night is an apocalyptic thriller set in a 
world where a plague has struck that makes 
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the afflicted a danger to 
everyone else. Paul ( Joel 
Edgerton) has boarded up 
his house deep in a forest 
to protect his family: wife 
Sarah (Carmen Ejogo) and 
teen son Travis (Kelvin Har-
rison, Jr.). Their solitude is 
breached when Will (Christopher Abbott) 
tries to break in. Paul subdues Will, and 
after a brutal interrogation decides to invite 
him, his wife Kim (Riley Keough), and their 
young son Andrew (Griffin Robert Faulkner) 
to join them. For a time things go well, but 
ultimately a rupture occurs, with devastating 
results. Shults’s script is cunning, strategically 
inserting bursts of grim action within a string 
of tense conversations and suspenseful treks 
down darkened hallways. The characters are 
not particularly complex, but the cast adds 
nuances that bring them to life, and the film 
boasts a grittily creepy atmosphere. What 
comes at night is not mindless violence or 
splashy zombie makeup but rather something 
human and real—a piercing sense of loss. A 
haunting film about the high cost of survival, 
this is recommended. (F. Swietek)

La Granja HH1/2
Breaking Glass, 100 min., in 
Spanish w/English subtitles, not 
rated, DVD: $24.99

Three intersecting stories 
set in a Puerto Rican barrio 
during a police crackdown 
are at the heart of Angel 
Manuel Soto’s ambitious but too-calculated 
drama La Granja. The film’s once-novel frac-
tured storytelling format (think: Crash) here 
feels tired and threadbare. A barren midwife 
(Amneris Morales) suffers the daily irony of 
delivering the babies of junkies while she 
herself is unable to conceive with a mystery 
boyfriend. A mobster (John Gracía) promotes 
back-alley fights—between roosters on some 
nights and young boys on others. And a 
pudgy, much-abused child (Henry Osso) 
forced to work as a drug mule is aware of a 
brewing plot that will consume a girl cousin 
who mistreats him. The walls separating 
each of these vignettes gradually crumble 
in sometimes interesting, but not exactly 
meaningful, ways. In the end, it’s Soto’s 
eye for gritty detail that sticks, along with 
a few key performances. A strong optional 
purchase. (T. Keogh)

Lad: A Yorkshire Story 
HHH
Dreamscape, 97 min., not 
rated, DVD: $14.95, Sept. 12

Set in the rugged York-
shire Dales of England—a 
wild, undeveloped place 
where the land buckles into 
dramatic peaks of shale, limestone, and sand-
stone—Lad: A Yorkshire Story tells the tale of 

13-year-old Tom (Bretten Lord), whose life 
nearly goes off the rails following the death 
of his father. The ensuing emotional cha-
os—along with the unexpected enlistment of 
his older brother into the army, leaving Tom 
alone with his bereaved, financially-stressed 
mother (Nancy Clarkson)—leads the young 
hero to commit creative vandalism against 
the bank that is threatening to take his 
family’s house. A compassionate lawman 
engineers a community service opportunity 
for Tom by hooking him up with Al (Alan 
Gibson), a grizzled park ranger who can use 
another hand on the job. After a period of 
mutual wariness, Tom and Al form a bond, 
which gives the boy a paternal figure and 
stabilizing influence. Based on his own 2011 
short film, filmmaker Dan Hartley expands 
his original simple tale with atmospheric 
scenes shot in the hills and moors of the 
Dales. An affecting story of a brokenhearted 
child who experiences great loss and rapid 
change, this is recommended. (T. Keogh)

Liar’s Dice HHH
Kino Lorber, 103 min., in Hindi 
w/English subtitles, not rated, 
DVD: $29.95

Indian director Geetu 
Mohandas makes a pow-
erfully understated debut 
with this unblinking look 
at 21st-century Indian life that takes viewers 
from the countryside to the mean streets 
of Delhi. The plot centers on Kamala (Gee-
tanjali Thapa), a young wife who decides to 
travel from her bucolic village on the Tibetan 
border to the bustling and dangerous city 
of Delhi to search for her missing husband. 
He was forced to relocate for a temporary 
construction job, but Kamala has not heard 
from him since his departure. Accompanied 
by her 3-year-old daughter and an adorable 
baby goat, Kamala sets out on a grueling hike 
toward the nearest train station. Along the 
way, she meets sketchy drifter Nawazuddin 
(Nawazuddin Siddiqui), who reluctantly 
agrees to help her find her husband…for a 
price (all the money she has, in fact). The 
camera follows the trio through all manner 
of wild landscapes until they reach Delhi 
and are dumped smack dab into a crowded 
urban hell rife with corruption, crime, and 
homelessness. As Kamala’s situation grows 
increasingly desperate, Nawazuddin appears 
to be more sympathetic to Kamala’s plight, 
although disturbingly unexpected revela-
tions lie ahead. Recommended. (M. Sandlin)

The Lovers HH1/2
Lionsgate, 94 min., R, DVD: 
$19.99, Blu-ray: $24.99

Middle-aged Michael 
(Tracy Letts) and Mary (Deb-
ra Winger) are mired in a 
miserable marriage. So it’s 
not surprising that they are 

both sneaking around, lying to each other, 
and having adulterous affairs with younger 
partners. Michael is involved with Lucy 
(Melora Walters), a grasping ballet teacher 
who repeatedly pressures him to get a divorce, 
while Mary is besotted with Robert (Aidan 
Gillen), an aspiring novelist who wants her 
to move in with him. Leading detached lives, 
neither Michael nor Mary seem willing to 
commit, either to each other or to their par-
amours. But the closer they come to separat-
ing, the more sexually attracted they are—to 
each other. Meanwhile, their college-age 
son, Joel (Tyler Ross), comes home with new 
girlfriend Erin (Jessica Sula), and the young 
couple become immediately enmeshed in Jo-
el’s parents’ tawdry emotional chaos. Michael 
and Mary ostensibly work, but they spend 
little time in their cubicles, constantly texting 
and trysting, but paying little or no attention 
to their jobs—for them, philandering has be-
come a way of life. Superficially written and 
directed by Azazel Jacobs, this is an uneven 
film but it features solid performances from 
Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright Letts and 
seasoned veteran Winger. A strong optional 
purchase. (S. Granger)

My Cousin Rachel HH
Fox, 106 min., PG-13, DVD: 
$29.98, Blu-ray/DVD Combo: 
$34.99

Daphne du Maurier’s tit-
ular 1951 novel is the epit-
ome of gothic melodrama. 
Orphaned as a child, Philip 
Ashley (Sam Claflin) was raised by his bach-
elor uncle Ambrose on a picturesque country 
estate on England’s Cornish coast. Content 
with his horses and dogs, Ambrose never 
had much need for women. Yet on a trip 
to Italy, elderly Ambrose met and married 
his distant cousin Rachel (Rachel Weisz), 
and soon after fell ill and died. Callow, 
self-centered, 24-year-old Philip blames Ra-
chel for his uncle’s death and he meets her 
with hatred in his heart when she arrives in 
Cornwall. But he’s inexorably drawn to this 
calm, charming woman who manipulates 
him with the same sophisticated skill with 
which she brews her mysterious herbal teas. 
Before long, peevish Philip is besotted with 
the beautifully beguiling, black-lace-veiled 
Rachel, much to the dismay of his godfather, 
Mr. Kendall (Iain Glen), whose sensible 
daughter, Louise (Holliday Grainger), is the 
woman everyone presumed Philip would 
eventually marry. Adapted and directed 
by Roger Michell as a costume drama, this 
lacks the essential emotional menace and 
momentum of Du Maurier’s story of an irre-
pressible, independent woman who, despite 
mid-19th-century social restrictions, was 
determined to live life on her own terms. A 
better version is the 1952 Oscar-nominated 
My Cousin Rachel starring Olivia de Havilland 
and Richard Burton. Optional. (S. Granger)
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My Life as a Zucchini 
HHH1/2
Universal, 68 min., in French 
w/English subtitles and 
English-dubbed, PG-13, DVD: 
$22.98, Blu-ray/DVD Combo: 
$29.98

This Academy Award- 
nominated animated feature from Switzer-
land uses stop-motion animation to tell the 
bittersweet story of an imaginative, vulnera-
ble boy nicknamed Zucchini who is orphaned 
after the death of his abusive, alcoholic 
mother, and sent to a foster home. Zucchini 
struggles to find his place in the home, where 
angry, anxious, and sometimes damaged kids 
are watched over by affectionate and caring 
women. Here, he bonds with a new girl whose 
cruel aunt wants to take guardianship only 
for an inheritance. My Life as a Zucchini finds 
hope, wonder, and joy in a world that can be 
harsh and unfair and director Claude Barras 
acknowledges both: many of the kids come 
from traumatic situations (one child’s mother 
was deported, another’s father is in prison) 
yet they are resilient enough to still take 
pleasure in a trip to the snowy mountains. 
That emotional complexity makes the film 
quite powerful and touching as it deals with 
sometimes heavy but delicately handled 
themes. A lovely and affecting tale, this is 
highly recommended. (S. Axmaker)

On the Road, Somewhere 
HHH
Indiepix, 71 min., in Spanish 
w/English subtitles, not rated, 
DVD: $24.99

In the Dominican Repub-
lic, three teen boys—Oliver 
(Arnold Martinez), Moises 
(Javier Grullón), and Hemingway (Victor 
Alfonso)—on a post-graduation road trip 
seek adventure while Oliver meets up with 
his college-bound girlfriend. First-time fea-
ture filmmaker Guillermo Zouain brings a 
well-crafted but freewheeling sensibility to 
this tale, in which the naïve, unformed near-
adult protagonists encounter unpredictable 
moments of real life and fate that will leave 
lasting memories. Along the way, they meet 
a famous photographer, a gardener, and a 
little girl who faces tragedy moments after 
exchanging a laugh with one of the boys. 
The breakdown of the trio’s car propels them 
even further into the unknown, but in the 
best sense—forcing them to abandon precon-
ceived ideas about what lies ahead and surren-
dering to the real journey. The young actors 
are solid in this effective character study of 
friends supporting one another’s aspirations 
and dreams. Recommended. (T. Keogh)

The Ottoman Lieutenant HH
Universal, 110 min., R, DVD: $19.98, Blu-ray: 
$26.98

Joseph Ruben’s film strives to be a lush 

romantic epic in the tradi-
tion of David Lean while 
also painting a highly de-
batable historical portrait 
of the Armenian genocide 
instigated by the Ottoman 
Empire during World War I. 
Infatuated young American 
nurse Lillie (Hera Hilmar) travels to Anatolia 
to aid an idealistic doctor (Josh Harnett) who 
is laboring in a hospital for the poor. Arriv-
ing in Istanbul, Lillie almost immediately 
bumps into a handsome lieutenant (Michiel 
Huisman) in the Ottoman army, leaving her 
torn between the doctor and the soldier, while 
the hospital’s gruff founder (Ben Kingsley) 
looks on in dismay. This romantic triangle 
unfolds against the backdrop of the Ottoman 
offensive against the Armenians, which is 
here depicted as an understandable reaction 
to the rebellious Christian minority’s collu-
sion with Russians preparing to invade the 
Muslim Empire. The lieutenant believes that 
however justifiable such a policy might be 
from the perspective of national security, the 
operation must be managed humanely—and 
he intervenes when a group of his comrades 
undertake a massacre of innocents. The sug-
gestion of rough equivalency in the conduct 
of the Ottomans and the Armenians—effec-
tively exonerating the imperial policy—is a 
troubling subtext in this film that is already 
deeply flawed as an old-fashioned melodra-
ma. Although set in a fascinating time and 
place, this is not recommended. (F. Swietek)

Personal Shopper 
HHH
Criterion, 105 min., R, DVD: 
$29.95, Blu-ray: $39.95, Oct. 
24

Writer-director Olivier 
Assayas’s Personal Shopper is 
a weird combination of su-
pernatural thriller and murder mystery. Set to 
some extent in the world of high fashion, the 
story centers on Maureen Cartwright (Kristen 
Stewart), a young American living in Paris 
who purchases wardrobe items for a busy rich 
woman. Maureen may also possess psychic 
powers, which she tests by staying overnight 
in a house that is supposedly haunted—per-
haps by Maureen’s recently deceased twin 
brother. The siblings, who shared a heart con-
dition, promised one another that the first to 
die would attempt to contact the other from 
beyond the grave. During the night, Maureen 
starts receiving strangely seductive texts on 
her phone, leading her to suspect that she is 
being contacted by a spectral entity. Other 
plot elements suddenly appear: Maureen 
begins trying on the clothes she buys for her 
employer (although doing so is forbidden), 
and the experience makes her feel like a dif-
ferent, more adventurous person—one who 
is ultimately implicated in a murder. Much 
of Personal Shopper is befuddling on a nar-

rative level, but the brooding mood—aided 
by Stewart’s shell-shocked performance—is 
nonetheless very powerful. Even though it 
frustrates as much as it fascinates, this oddly 
moving film is recommended. (F. Swietek)

Pirates of the Caribbean: 
Dead Men Tell No Tales 
HH
Disney, 129 min., PG-13, DVD: 
$29.99, Blu-ray/DVD Combo: 
$39.99, Oct. 3

This is the fifth install-
ment of the floundering 
franchise that has become a lengthy com-
mercial for the newly revised ride at Disney 
theme parks. Henry Turner (Brenton Thwait-
es), son of Will Turner and Elizabeth Swann, 
is determined to find a legendary artifact 
known as Poseidon’s Trident, which can lift 
the curse that has trapped his father’s Flying 
Dutchman on the bottom of the sea. This 
involves convincing rapidly decomposing 
Spanish Capt. Salazar (Javier Bardem), who 
drowned in the Devil’s Triangle, to help 
him locate down-on-his-luck Jack Sparrow 
(Johnny Depp)—a quest that also intrigues 
Sparrow’s old nemesis, cranky Capt. Hector 
Barbossa (Geoffrey Rush). Carina Smyth 
(Kaya Scodelario) is a fair ‘n’ feisty damsel 
accused of witchcraft due to her knowledge 
of astronomy and horology, and apparently 
her father’s diary holds the key to finding 
that magical Trident. So Henry and Carina 
team up with the swaggering, staggering, 
perpetually soused buccaneer Sparrow. Nor-
wegian directors Joachim Rønning and Espen 
Sandberg are saddled with a soggy script (full 
of incoherent curses and contrived genealo-
gy), and are forced to rely on special effects 
and makeup to propel the sea-faring action. 
Sailing completely off-course by the time the 
credits roll, this one’s a surreal shipwreck. 
Argh! Optional. (S. Granger)

Queen of the Desert 
HH
Shout! Factory, 128 min., PG-
13, DVD: $16.98, Blu-ray/DVD 
Combo: $24.98, Sept. 5

Described as “the female 
Lawrence of Arabia,” Ger-
trude Lowthian Bell was a 
fearless explorer, formidable diplomat, and 
resourceful archeologist who also had a pas-
sion for adventure and intrigue. Beginning 
in 1915 with the international conference in 
Cairo that determined how the former Otto-
man Empire was to be divided after World 
War I, this film alludes to the tremendous 
sociopolitical influence that Bell had on the 
future of the Middle East. Born in Victori-
an England to one of Britain’s wealthiest 
families, Bell (Nicole Kidman) was the first 
woman to earn first-degree honors in mod-
ern history at Oxford. Bored with stodgy 
society, she arrives in exotic Tehran in 1892, 
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to visit her uncle, a British ambassador, and 
meets scholarly, soft-spoken Henry Cadogan 
(James Franco) with whom she has a tragic 
romance. Unfazed, the fiercely intelligent 
and independent Bell treks with a guide (Jay 
Abdo) and camel caravan through the Syrian 
Desert, learning about the Bedouin culture, 
and noting: “My heart belongs to no one 
now but the desert.” Bell encounters hostile 
nomadic warriors, fends off admiring sheiks, 
and at Petra’s fabled ruins in Jordan banters 
beguilingly with T.E. Lawrence (a miscast 
Robert Pattinson). Meanwhile in Damas-
cus, the unhappily married British Consul 
General, Charles Doughty-Wylie (Damian 
Lewis), falls in love with her. While the vast 
landscapes are magnificently photographed 
by Peter Zeitlinger, writer-director Werner 
Herzog’s screenplay is lethargic and full of 
archaic dialogue. Optional. (S. Granger)

A Quiet Passion 
HHH1/2
Music Box, 126 min., PG-13, 
DVD: $29.95, Blu-ray: $34.95

Writer-director Terence 
Davies brings his idiosyn-
cratic poetic sensibility to 
the life of Emily Dickinson 
in a film that is mannered and extremely 
deliberate, albeit presented in the form of 
a conventional biography. A Quiet Passion 
begins with the young Dickinson’s expulsion 
from Mount Holyoke for her unorthodox 
religious views and the story continues 
through the decades that she spent in her 
father’s Amherst home, including the years 
in which she declined to leave the grounds at 
all. Cynthia Nixon as Dickinson and Jennifer 
Ehle as her supportive sister are excellent, 
coping with the deaths of their father (Keith 
Carradine) and mother (Joanna Bacon) and 
marital infidelity on the part of their brother 
(Duncan Duff). Emily’s hostility to the prim 
morality and male-centric bias of her age is 
a major motif, expressed primarily through a 
speculative portrayal of a friendship with an 
aphorism-spouting teacher (Catherine Bailey) 
who sounds as if she could have stepped out 
of a play by Oscar Wilde. The core of the film, 
however, is Dickinson’s verse, for which she 
gained recognition only after death, as well 
as Dickinson’s hopeless relationship with a 
married minister who was one of the few 
to appreciate her poems. A richly textured 
character study of a premier American poet, 
this is highly recommended. (F. Swietek)

Resident Evil: Vendetta 
HH
Sony, 97 min., R, DVD: $25.99, 
Blu-ray: $26.99

Although the live-action 
movie series based on the 
popular video game fran-
chise set in a world engulfed 
in a zombie apocalypse supposedly ended 

with The Final Chapter, the CGI-animated 
features are apparently continuing. This 
third installment has Chris Redfield (voiced 
by Kevin Dorman), agent of the Bioterrorism 
Security Assessment Alliance, enlisting cyn-
ical colleague Leon S. Kennedy (Matthew 
Mercer) to help track down arms dealer 
Glenn Arias (John DeMita). Arias—seeking 
revenge against the government—plans to 
unleash a virus that will create a wave of 
super-savage zombies that are subject to his 
control. The heroic duo also aim to rescue 
Professor Rebecca Chambers (Erin Cahill), 
a scientist studying the virus, who Arias has 
taken prisoner and intends to marry. The plot 
is rudimentary and the characterizations are 
typically sketchy, but the action sequences 
are energetically mounted—especially a final 
face-off involving the heroes and a monstrous 
mutation. Optional. (F. Swietek)

Rough Night HH
Sony, 101 min., R, DVD: 
$30.99, Blu-ray: $34.99, Sept. 5

Feminism takes a couple 
of steps backward in this 
estrogen-forced comedy 
when a Miami bachelorette 
weekend goes awry. Aiming 
for a gender-flipping reversal of The Hangover 
and similar fare, the raucous story revolves 
around Jess Thayer (Scarlett Johansson), who 
is running for the Florida state senate. Al-
though she projects a straitlaced image, Jess 
wasn’t always a goody-two-shoes. Indeed, as 
Alice (Jillian Bell)—her needy, still-single 
former college roommate friend—reminds 
her, Jess once encouraged Alice in a frat-
house beer-pong tournament, whispering 
“Do it for womankind.” Now Jess is getting 
married, and Alice organizes a party week-
end at a posh beach house borrowed from 
one of Jess’s campaign donors. Attending are 
strident political activist Frankie (Ilana Glaz-
er) and almost-divorced New York socialite 
Blair (Zoë Kravitz), who were once a hot ’n’ 
heavy duo—plus Pippa (Kate McKinnon), 
Kate’s free-spirited Australian chum, dubbed 
“Kiwi” by jealous Alice. After drinking, 
snorting cocaine, and carousing as a posse, 
complications arise over the accidental 
death of a brawny male stripper, coupled 
with the inconvenient attention of the 
smarmy swingers-next-door (Demi Moore, 
Ty Burrell)—not to mention the arrival of 
menacing jewel thieves. Working from a 
cliché-laden script, co-writer/director Lucia 
Aniello’s Rough Night features a predictably 
formulaic and flimsy plot peopled with ste-
reotypical (and unlikable) characters. Only 
fitfully funny, this is an optional purchase. 
(S. Granger)

Song to Song H1/2
Broad Green, 129 min., R, DVD: $26.99, Blu-ray: 
$29.99

After making two much-praised films 

in the 1970s—Badlands 
and Days of Heaven—writ-
er-director Terrence Malick 
retreated into seclusion for 
two decades. Lately, he has 
grown increasingly pro-
ductive with less critically 
acclaimed films such as To 
the Wonder and Knight of Cups. In a mean-
dering, semi-improvisational fashion, Song 
to Song serves up a romantic roundelay set 
against the Austin, TX, music scene. Cook 
(Michael Fassbender) is a bigwig in the 
business, attracting Faye (Rooney Mara), an 
aspiring singer-songwriter, who has hopes 
of advancing her career. Cook also sees 
promise in handsome BV (Ryan Gosling), 
another songwriter, but BV shows an in-
terest in Faye, leading to a pallid romantic 
triangle. To add to the complexity, Cook 
seduces pretty waitress Rhonda (Natalie 
Portman), while BV, in response to Faye’s 
dalliance with Cook, connects with love-
lorn Amanda (Cate Blanchett), and Faye 
moves on to experimentation with sultry 
Zoey (Bérénice Marlohe). All of these sto-
ry threads are tossed together, and any 
discernible chronology takes a backseat 
to long, rambling scenes of characters 
traipsing around the Texas capital while 
reciting pretentious interior monologues in 
voiceover. Yet another movie suitable only 
for absolute diehard Malick fanatics, this is 
not recommended. (F. Swietek)

Starlight HH1/2
Cleopatra, 100 min., in French 
w/English subtitles, not rated, 
Blu-ray: $19.99

In this star-studded art 
house circus drama, direc-
tor Sophie Blondy mixes 
color and black-and-white footage along 
with static images and fantasy sequences. 
Elliot (Denis Lavant), a clown, and Angèle 
(Natacha Régnier), a dancer, belong to a vol-
atile troupe stationed in the desolate North 
Sea. Their colleagues bicker on and off the 
stage, driven by jealousy and bitterness, 
with ringmaster Heroy (Tchéky Karyo), 
who lusts after Angèle, hoarding all of the 
profits. Their shows, which incorporate 
magic and comedy, are so anarchic that 
they seem better suited to urban audiences, 
although the provincial punters find them 
entertaining enough (Béatrice Dalle plays a 
Romani singer with a voice that can shatter 
glass). While Elliot loves Angèle, he’s also 
haunted by his Conscience (played by Iggy 
Pop, who sings the closing number). When 
lust and desperation collide, one performer 
ends up in prison, endangering the future 
of the entire enterprise. Instead of a clear-
cut conclusion, however, Blondy opts for 
fantasy. An attractive film that still doesn’t 
leave much of an impression, this is a strong 
optional purchase. (K. Fennessy)
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Things to Come HHH
MPI, 102 min., in French w/
English subtitles, PG-13, DVD: 
$24.98, Blu-ray: $29.98

Actress-turned-writer-di-
rector Mia Hansen-Løve’s 
award-winning French 
drama is full of the sort of 
talky scrutiny of marriage, adultery, divorce, 
and relationships for which Gallic cinema 
is renowned (or, for some extreme cynics, 
infamous). Esteemed thespian Isabelle Hup-
pert plays Nathalie, a philosophy teacher 
and part-time book author/editor, who must 
adapt to a new normal after her busy Paris 
life is rocked by a series of personal and pro-
fessional upheavals. These include the mental 
and physical decline of her aged mother 
(Edith Scob), a humiliating downsizing by 
her publisher, and the revelation that her 
husband—a stolid, fellow academic in phi-
losophy, with whom she went through the 
storied student riots of 1968—is now seeing 
another, much younger woman. Still, the 
heroine keeps facing forward, adapting and 
redefining her transformed life into a kind of 
newfound liberation, minus excess rancor or 
self-pity. An intelligent adult drama with an 
appealing protagonist, this is recommended. 
(C. Cassady)

The Ticket HH1/2
Shout! Factory, 97 min., not 
rated, DVD: $16.99, Blu-ray: 
$22.99

Israel-born director Ido 
Fluk’s The Ticket is a moral-
ity play with the same tem-
plate as Charly and Limitless: 
ordinary men become extraordinary, only 
to revert to their original states, battered but 
not completely broken. Dan Stevens stars as 
David, a telemarketer at a mortgage compa-
ny who lost his sight in childhood due to a 
pituitary tumor. One day he wakes to find 
that he can see again (his doctor explains that 
the tumor has shrunk). His wife, Sam, (Malin 
Åkerman), and son, Jonah (Skylar Gaertner), 
are hopeful, but confused. “We’re gonna have 
a better life now,” he assures them. David’s 
return to sight encourages him to update his 
look, buy a sports car, and pursue a promo-
tion, but his confidence veers into cockiness 
as he hits on a married woman and treats 
his visually-impaired colleague (Oliver Platt) 
with condescension. When his marriage 
starts to suffer, David redirects his affections 
towards a comely co-worker (Kerry Bishé) 
and together they create a seminar series 
that preys on the desperation of debt-ridden 
home owners. But when his eyesight becomes 
unreliable again, David’s selfishness catches 
up with him. While the film’s message—that 
fate (maybe even divine intervention) gave 
David the opportunity to make things better 
for others, but he did the exact opposite—is 
heavy-handed, the director’s touch is light 

enough to make much of it work. A strong 
optional purchase. (K. Fennessy)

Tomcat HH
First Run, 118 min., in German 
w/English subtitles, not rated, 
DVD: $24.95

Austrian director Handel 
Klaus’s Tomcat is a mediocre 
Michael Haneke tribute act 
at best, and is inept, plot-
less, and generally off-putting at worst. And 
let it be said, this is not a movie for cat lovers 
or animal rights activists by any stretch of 
the imagination. Unfortunately, the titular 
tomcat comes to a violent demise at the 
hands of Stefan (Lukas Turtur), who up until 
this interspecies murder, has been leading 
a fairly quotidian life as a French horn 
player and live-in lover of Andreas (Philipp 
Hochmair), an orchestra admin guy of some 
stature. This seemingly inexplicable burst of 
violence on Stefan’s part opens the floodgates 
to more irrational violence and disturbing 
revelations in the couple’s relationship. The 
performances here are believable enough, 
especially from Moses the doomed cat, but 
the abrupt freakish change in Stefan comes 
a little too out of nowhere to be completely 
credible. One minute he’s tending his garden 
and hosting dinner parties with his partner, 
and the next he’s a mad feline strangler. And 
once the poor kitty gets it, it’s all downhill in 
this slow-paced story of a dormant dysfunc-
tional relationship waiting to fully surface. 
Unfortunately, all Tomcat can really offer 
is a middle finger to the ASPCA and failed 
pretensions to be edgier-than-thou art house 
fare. Not a necessary purchase. (M. Sandlin)

Vincent N Roxxy H1/2
Vertical, 101 min., R, DVD: 
$18.99

Writer-director Gary Mi-
chael Schultz presumably 
was aiming for a modern 
noir in the Quentin Taran-
tino mold in this oddly 
bland would-be romance that eventually 
becomes ultraviolent. After Vincent (Emile 
Hirsch) rescues Roxxy (Zoë Kravitz) from 
being accosted by an angry mobster named 
Suga (Scott Mescudi) outside her late brother’s 
house, the pair speed away from the city. 
Vincent invites Roxxy to hide at his remote 
family farm, where he reconnects with his 
estranged brother JC (Emory Cohen) and the 
latter’s girlfriend (Zoey Deutch). The brothers 
reconcile despite JC’s hotheadedness, and 
Vincent and Roxxy become intimate as well, 
but when Suga and his minions show up, an 
explosive orgy of mayhem ensues, including 
bondage, knifings, execution-style shootings, 
rape, and even a hanging. Naturally, there 
are also revelations, the most important con-
cerning the whereabouts of a cache of money 
that Roxxy’s brother had stolen from Suga. 

Schultz stages the first hour of the film like 
a dirge (and the lack of chemistry between 
Hirsch and Kravitz is deadening), while the 
subsequent grisly confrontations are simply 
ugly. By the time the credits roll, most view-
ers will regret having met both Vincent and 
Roxxy. Not recommended. (F. Swietek)

Vixen: The Movie HHH
Warner, 75 min., not rated, 
DVD: $18.99, Blu-ray: $19.99

This feature-length ani-
mated superhero adventure 
is actually a compilation of 
webisodes about a young 
orphan named Mari Mc-
Cabe (voiced by Megalyn Echikunwoke), 
who inherits an African totem from the 
parents she never knew and acquires the 
ability to channel the powers of animals, 
which include strength, speed, and the 
ability to fly. The story charts her journey 
to Africa to learn about her legacy and meet 
a sister (Anika Noni Rose) she never knew 
before returning to America to develop as a 
superhero with magic-based powers in the 
DC TV universe of Arrow, The Flash, and 
DC’s Legends of Tomorrow. Echikunwoke also 
portrayed the character in an episode of the 
live-action Arrow and the real stars of other 
live-action shows here voice the animated 
appearances of Flash, Green Arrow, Firestorm, 
Atom, and others. Originally presented in 12 
five-minute chapters over two seasons on the 
CW Seed streaming channel, Vixen: The Movie 
has been expanded into a feature-length 
75-minute film. But even though well-known 
DC characters appear here, the story remains 
focused on Mari and her journey, making it 
a rare superhero film centered on a female. 
Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Wakefield HHH
Shout! Factory, 108 min., R, 
DVD: $16.98, Blu-ray/DVD 
Combo: $24.98

Bryan Cranston stars as 
suburban husband and fa-
ther Howard Wakefield, a 
successful corporate attor-
ney who, coming home late one night, chases 
a raccoon into the attic of his carriage-house 
garage and decides to stay there hidden from 
his family, who he feels do not properly ap-
preciate him. What is initially meant to be a 
couple of hours stretches on for months, as 
Wakefield drops out completely, living like 
a hermit while spying on his family by day, 
scavenging trashcans for food by night, and 
justifying his continued absence through 
stream-of-consciousness narration. Cranston 
carries the film—directed by Robin Swicord 
from her adaptation of a short story by E.L. 
Doctorow—with a vivid performance as a 
man driven by competitiveness and conflict 
who takes perverse pleasure in the chaos and 
pain caused by his sudden disappearance. 
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Jennifer Garner costars as his wife, usually 
seen from afar but also in memories. The liter-
ary pedigree and the presence of award-win-
ning actor Cranston will draw interest for 
this oddball portrait of mid-life crisis gone 
extreme. Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

The Wedding Plan 
HH1/2
Lionsgate, 110 min., in Hebrew 
w/English subtitles, PG, DVD: 
$19.98, Sept. 5

When her fiancé breaks 
off their engagement a 
month before nuptials, 
32-year-old Michal (Noa Koler), who was 
raised non-religious but has devoutly em-
braced Orthodox Judaism, refuses to cancel 
the invitations or relinquish the reception 
venue and date (which, significantly, falls 
on the last night of Hanukkah). Enlisting her 
family and friends, energetic, independent 
Michal, who owns a mobile petting zoo, is 
determined to find an appropriate groom—
asking for help from the Almighty, although 
her rabbi warns her against “counting on 
miracles.” Matchmakers set Michal up with 
a variety of Orthodox suitors, including one 
who is deaf and another who won’t even look 
at her (because he will only gaze upon the 
woman he will marry). And she has an unlike-
ly encounter with a charismatic pop star (Oz 
Zehavi) she meets on a pilgrimage to Ukraine 
to pray at the grave of Rabbi Nahman, found-
er of the Breslov Hasidic sect. While Michal 
seeks love and companionship, she’s also 
determined to achieve social acceptance in a 
community that traditionally not only pities 
but also tends to denigrate single women. 
Exuding an irresistible enthusiasm, tempered 
with inner conflicts and self-doubt, Koler won 
an Israeli Academy Award for her screwball 
performance. Spirited and sometimes surreal, 
ultra-Orthodox Israeli filmmaker Rama Bur-
shtein’s The Wedding Plan is a strong optional 
purchase. (S. Granger)

Wonder Woman 
HHHH
Warner, 141 min., PG-13, 
DVD: $28.98, Blu-ray: $35.99, 
Sept. 19

On Themyscira, a secret 
island gifted to the Am-
azons by Zeus, defiant Diana (Gal Gadot), 
daughter of Queen Hippolyta (Connie Niel-
sen), has been trained as a warrior by her aunt, 
badass General Antiope (Robin Wright), to 
battle Ares, the God of War. During the First 
World War in 1918, American pilot Steve Trev-
or’s (Chris Pine) plane is shot down. Rescuing 
him, Diana gets her first glimpse of a man. 
Bound by the Lasso of Truth, Steve confesses 
that he’s on a spy mission to thwart maniacal 
General Ludendorff (Danny Huston) and his 
“poisoner,” Dr. Isabel Maru (Elena Anaya), 
from waging chemical warfare. Exuding both 

force and compassion, Diana sails off with 
charming Steve to London, where his de-
pendable secretary, Etta Candy (Lucy Davis), 
helps outfit her to blend in with the populace. 
With support from Britain’s Sir Patrick (David 
Thewlis), they travel to war-torn Belgium 
to broker an armistice. Created in 1941 as a 
feminist icon by William Moulton Marston, 
Wonder Woman is adroitly directed by Patty 
Jenkins with humor and heart, as well as 
awesome action. The statuesque Gadot is 
strong and sexy, although her expressionless 
line readings are rote (but that is perhaps not 
too important in a comic-book movie). An en-
tertaining and empowering female superhero 
movie, this is highly recommended. Editor’s 
Choice. (S. Granger)

XX HH1/2
Magnolia, 81 min., R, DVD: 
$26.99, Blu-ray: $29.99

The title of this four-part 
horror anthology should 
not be confused with any-
thing pornographic. Rather, 
XX is a reference to the fact 
that all of the episodes were written and 
directed by women. Jovanka Vuckovic’s The 
Box centers on a mother (Natalie Brown) 
whose adolescent son refuses to eat after he 
peers into a parcel being carried by a man on 
the subway; Annie Clark’s (aka St. Vincent) 
The Birthday Party is a gaudily surrealistic 
take on a mother’s (Melanie Lynskey) efforts 
to conceal an unpleasant occurrence that 
could spoil her daughter’s celebratory bash; 
Roxanne Benjamin’s Don’t Fall explores 
The Hills Have Eyes territory in a tale of two 
twentysomething couples who unwisely 
venture into a desert where strange, predatory 
creatures reside; and Karyn Kusama’s Her 
Only Living Son is an Omen-like story about 
a mother (Christina Kirk) struggling to keep 
her surly teen from taking up the legacy of 
his absent father. As usual with such om-
nibus films, the results are variable. Clark’s 
segment is the most stylistically ambitious, 
but also the most unsteady on a narrative 
level, while Benjamin’s is well executed but 
also extremely conventional. The Box and Her 
Only Living Son are more intriguing, subtle, 
and evocative, although Vuckovic’s choice 
to end her film on an enigmatic note might 
frustrate some viewers. With Sofia Carrillo’s 
unsettling animated sequences serving to 
open and close the package (as well as provide 
interstitial material), XX is a mixed bag but 
one that some will find worth opening. A 
strong optional purchase. (F. Swietek)

1492: Conquest of Paradise HH1/2
Kino Lorber, 154 min., PG-13, DVD: $19.95, Blu-
ray: $29.95

As visually lush as the Costa Rican forests 

where it was filmed, 1492: 
Conquest of Paradise retells 
the story of Christopher Co-
lumbus’s voyage from Spain 
to America without much 
deviation from the familiar 
school history lesson. Co-
lumbus (Gerard Depardieu) 
proposes to sail across the Atlantic in search 
of the New World—a possible feat, he says, 
because the Earth is round, a claim made 
much to the consternation of the Catholic 
Church’s superstitious patriarchy. After care-
fully courting the patronage of Queen Isabella 
(Sigourney Weaver), Columbus sets sail with 
his crew, eventually marking the end of their 
turgid journey with the sighting of Hispan-
iola’s majestic shoreline (set to the soaring 
instrumentals of Vangelis). Although the 
navigator is knighted as a viceroy and hailed 
as a hero upon his homecoming in Spain, a 
return trip to the islands of the Taino people 
reveals that the colonists who were left to 
set up shop in the New World—particularly 
skull-faced scourge Moxica (Michael Win-
cott)—have allowed the land to devolve into 
a blood-soaked killing field. Director Ridley 
Scott and screenwriter Roselyne Bosch, while 
closely sticking to some historical accura-
cies—such as Columbus’s use of a quadrant to 
navigate the night sky—also indulge in more 
romantic fancies like dashing swordfights and 
gory slaughter in the jungle. Depardieu plays 
Columbus as a cuddly (albeit hard-headed) 
bear of a man who is conveniently absolved 
of much guilt in the deaths and mistreatment 
of the Native Americans with the introduc-
tion of made-to-order villain Moxica. That 
being said, Scott’s ability to compose great 
shots makes this 1992 epic more than just 
a lazy retread of the Columbus story. Extras 
include audio commentary by film historians 
Howard S. Berger and Nathaniel Thompson, 
and deleted scenes. A strong optional pur-
chase. (J. Cruz)

The Ballad of Cable 
Hogue HHH1/2
Warner, 121 min., R, Blu-ray: 
$21.99

Director Sam Peckinpah 
followed his epic Westerns 
Major Dundee and The Wild 
Bunch with 1970’s The Ballad of Cable Hogue, 
a chamber piece set in a rapidly changing 
Old West. The story charts the rise of a man 
literally from the dust, through the zigs and 
zags of fortune and love. Jason Robards gives 
a magnificent performance as Cable Hogue, 
a failed prospector left to die without water 
in a merciless Arizona desert. Cajoling and 
admonishing God for four days, Hogue 
stumbles across a life-saving underground 
spring, which becomes not only his physical 
salvation but also the means for micro-suc-
cess and self-respect. Establishing a crude 
station selling water and food to horse-drawn 

Classic Films
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wagon passengers briefly stopping on a route 
between two thriving towns, Hogue’s tiny 
stake in the vanishing frontier also becomes 
a stopover for other kinds of wayfarers, 
including a prostitute named Hildy (Stella 
Stevens) with big plans of her own, and a 
rather devious preacher (David Warner) who 
roams the world and thrives on the hospital-
ity of others. Peckinpah presents it all like 
a horse-opera tale from the Old Testament, 
including an Adam and Eve story for the ages 
(with snakes never far from the action), acts 
of revenge and forgiveness, and a passion 
between lovers that runs deep. The Ballad 
of Cable Hogue makes its debut on Blu-ray 
with extras including audio commentary by 
Peckinpah historians, a vintage featurette on 
Peckinpah, and a new featurette with Stevens. 
Highly recommended. (T. Keogh)

Bring Me the Head of 
Alfredo Garcia HH1/2
Kino Lorber, 112 min., R, DVD: 
$19.95

One of the most personal 
films from director Sam 
Peckinpah, this lurid and 
strange revenge tale stars 
Warren Oates as Bennie, a grubby lounge 
pianist playing for tourists in a Mexican dive 
when a couple of American hitmen (Robert 
Webber and Gig Young) saunter in looking for 
information on “an old friend.” It turns out 
that a young peasant named Alfredo Garcia 
impregnated the daughter of a crime lord 
(Emilio Fernández) and now there is a bounty 
on his head. They offer Bennie $10,000 for 
proof that Garcia is dead (with his head as 
evidence) but the journey costs Bennie ev-
erything that matters as this pulp noir road 
movie thriller traveling through the Mexican 
desert ultimately takes a turn into brutal 
revenge drama. Bennie’s not that bright but 
Peckinpah clearly loves this small-timer with 
his wrinkled white linen suit and clip-on tie 
and bad cantina sing-along songs. He may be 
a loser but he truly loves his philandering girl 
Elita (Isela Vega) and he develops more back-
bone with each stage of his odyssey, fueled 
by rage, tequila, and a perverse loyalty to the 
rotting head that he talks to like a father con-
fessor. The film opened to scathing, outraged 
reviews (one notable exception was Roger 
Ebert, who called it “some kind of bizarre 
masterpiece”), but has since been embraced as 
a cult classic from a defiantly confrontational 
director. Extras include audio commentary by 
four Peckinpah historians. A strong optional 
purchase. (S. Axmaker)

Early Women Filmmakers: An 
International Anthology HHH1/2
Flicker Alley, 6 discs, 652 min., not rated, Blu-ray/
DVD Combo: $69.95

Films by 14 women directors made be-
tween 1902-43 are collected and curated 
in this impressive boxed set collection pro-

duced by David Shepard. 
The shorts and feature films 
include fantasies, dramas, 
comedies, animation, and 
avant-garde films from some 
of the most important film-
makers of the silent era, as 
well as lesser-known wom-
en filmmakers. The six short films by Alice 
Guy Blaché illustrate her evolution from 
an inventive fantasist of early cinema to a 
sophisticated storyteller who used dramatic 
compositions and editing to tell complex sto-
ries. Lois Weber’s short thriller Suspense (1913) 
shows even greater technical and narrative 
sophistication, from a three-way split screen 
to extreme angles to dense crosscutting, while 
her 1921 feature The Blot confronts both the 
physical and emotional damage of poverty 
in a compelling drama. Germaine Dulac’s 
La Souriante Mme. Beudet (1922), considered 
the first feminist film, brings avant-garde 
elements to melodrama, and Maya Deren’s 
Meshes of the Afternoon (1943) is an avant- 
garde landmark. Along with restored editions 
of these notable films, the set spotlights in-
teresting but little-seen works such as Dulac’s 
domestic drama La Cigarette (1919), Russian 
director Olga Preobrazhenskaia’s rural Soviet 
drama The Peasant Woman of Ryazan (1927), 
and the independently-produced The Woman 
Condemned (1934) by Dorothy Davenport, 
who signed her films Mrs. Wallace Reid. Also 
included are the comedy short Mabel’s Strange 
Predicament (1914), directed by slapstick 
star Mabel Normand and featuring Charles 
Chaplin in one of his earliest roles; the short 
films of animation pioneer Lotte Reiniger; 
and the propaganda documentary short Day 
of Freedom (1935) by Leni Riefenstahl. While 
hardly comprehensive, this is an ambitious 
collection of important films, many previous-
ly unavailable, and most newly restored and 
remastered for this release. The set presents 
the entire collection on both Blu-ray and 
DVD, with extras including an audio com-
mentary on The Blot by film scholar Shelley 
Stamp, and a booklet. Highly recommended. 
(S. Axmaker)

A Farewell to Arms 
HH1/2
Kino Lorber, 152 min., not 
rated, Blu-ray: $29.99

20th Century Fox’s 1957 
full-color adaptation of Er-
nest Hemingway’s classic 
1929 novel was a critically slammed, expen-
sive late-career flop for Gone with the Wind 
producer David O. Selznik, who conspicu-
ously used it as a vehicle for his starlet wife 
Jennifer Jones—even though many thought 
the 38-year-old was badly miscast as tragic 
heroine Catherine Barkley, a young English 
nurse in the Italian campaign in WWI. She 
is romanced (and impregnated) by Ameri-
can ambulance-driver Frederic Henry (Rock 

Hudson). The pair flee from the battle lines 
to Switzerland, but their happiness is not to 
be. Original director John Huston clashed 
with Selznik’s dictatorial micro-managing 
(also said to be the undoing of the script by 
Ben Hecht) and Charles Vidor completed the 
epic film, which does show off the Italian 
Alps and on-location sets to impressive effect. 
Distanced by time from all the bad press, the 
production still suffers from a distinct lack of 
chemistry between the handsome leads, as 
well as a generally stolid, uninvolving pace. 
Making its Blu-ray debut, this should still 
be considered a strong optional purchase. 
(C. Cassady)

Hell in the Pacific 
HHH
Kino Lorber, 103 min., G, DVD: 
$19.95, Blu-ray: $29.95

Set on a deserted tropical 
island, John Boorman’s un-
usual World War II drama 
centers on a mostly wordless 
battle that essentially reduces the war to two 
men. Toshiro Mifune plays a stiff, severe 
Japanese soldier serving as the lone lookout 
on a lush South Seas island who spies an 
abandoned raft resting on a rocky bluff. Lee 
Marvin costars as an American sea-wreck 
survivor who washes ashore in Mifune’s king-
dom—parched and desperate—and begins 
to taunt and tease his enemy in an elaborate 
game of cat and mouse. With both men sep-
arated from their armies, countries, and even 
their very identities, Boorman presents this 
two-man war as an absurdist but deadly game 
between overgrown children, who finally 
grow tired and settle into tolerated co-exis-
tence. Along the way, Boorman creates a lush 
tropical paradise, capturing the timelessness 
of life outside civilization. Hell in the Pacific 
boasts excellent performances by Marvin and 
Mifune (the characters eventually converse 
with one another despite their complete in-
ability to understand each other’s language) 
as two enemies who overcome prejudice and 
communication barriers to briefly become 
partners in what is essentially an anti-war 
film. Extras include audio commentary by 
film historians Travis Crawford and Bill Ack-
erman, archival interviews, and an alternate 
ending. Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

The Hound of the 
Baskervilles HHH
Kino Lorber, 87 min., not rated, 
DVD: $19.99

Peter Cushing is an excel-
lent Sherlock Holmes in this 
1959 adaptation of Arthur 
Conan Doyle’s 1902 novel 
made by Britain’s Hammer Films, the studio 
famous for its full color revivals featuring the 
classic Universal movie monsters. Cushing, 
who played Van Helsing in the Dracula films, 
is perfect as the very embodiment of science 
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and reason, taking on a case involving a leg-
acy of aristocratic cruelty and a devilish dog 
wandering the swampy moors. Christopher 
Lee is a less satisfying fit as young lord Bask-
erville, the last of the “cursed” family, who 
waffles between fear and apathetic disregard, 
but André Morell is a fine Dr. Watson and a 
far cry from Nigel Bruce’s sweet bumbler from 
the Hollywood incarnation of the 1940s. 
Director Terence Fisher gives the film the 
Gothic treatment in a mix of mystery and su-
pernatural horror, evocatively conjuring the 
mood of the moors, with mist hanging in the 
air, and dying vegetation itself threatening to 
come to life and trap the next unwary trav-
eler (this was also the first Sherlock Holmes 
feature ever shot in color). It’s a shame that 
Hammer did not continue making Holmes 
movies, but Cushing did reprise the role of 
Holmes in a BBC TV series later in the 1960s. 
Extras include an archival interview with Lee. 
Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Juice HHH
Paramount, 94 min., R, Blu-
ray: $16.99

Ernest R. Dickerson made 
his reputation as Spike Lee’s 
cinematographer before his 
1992 directorial debut Juice, 
a hip-hop crime drama centered on four 
teenage friends living in Harlem—a veritable 
war zone of crime and gangs. Omar Epps and 
Tupac Shakur (both making their feature film 
acting debuts) star as best friends heading in 
opposite directions. Q (Epps) is a scratch DJ 
who wants to break out of the neighborhood 
with music. Bishop (Shakur) idolizes tough 
guys (he cheers James Cagney in White Heat 
on TV) and believes that the only way to earn 
respect in the neighborhood is through crime 
and violence. Tupac was a rising hip-hop star 
when he made the film and his intensity 
helps define Bishop, a young man who feels 
so disenfranchised that violence is all that 
empowers him. The juice of the title refers 
in part to the feeling Bishop gets when he 
starts killing, an adrenaline rush that makes 
him more cold-blooded as he starts murder-
ing friends and enemies alike. A provocative 
drama about the experience of growing up a 
young black man surrounded by violence and 
crime, Juice remains one of the best of the new 
urban dramas, one that also captures the DJ 
culture of the moment (as seen in the musical 
battle hosted by Queen Latifah). And it’s a 
fine showcase for the acting talent of Shakur, 
who was killed four years later. Presented in 
a 25th anniversary edition, extras include a 
director’s audio commentary, retrospective 
behind-the-scene featurettes, and a vintage 
interview with the actors. Recommended. 
(S. Axmaker)

The Lodger HHH1/2
Criterion, 90 min., not rated, DVD: 2 discs, 
$29.95; Blu-ray: $39.95

The third feature from Alfred Hitchcock is 

the first that might accurate-
ly be termed “Hitchcocki-
an.” Based on the 1913 nov-
el by Marie Belloc Lowndes, 
which was inspired by Jack 
the Ripper’s reign of terror, 
the 1926 thriller tells the 
tale of a mysterious lodger 
(played by music hall singer and composer 
Ivor Novello) who takes up a room in the 
home of a middle-class family at a time when 
a serial killer is on the loose. This odd young 
man keeps suspiciously late hours and shows 
a romantic interest in Daisy (June Tripp), 
daughter of the landlords, which makes 
him an object of attention for her police 
detective boyfriend (Malcolm Keen). This 
is Hitchcock’s first film to explore themes 
of suspicion, jealousy, and guilt, a visually 
thrilling and narratively inventive work 
with striking images and dramatic camera 
angles influenced by German expressionist 
cinema, as well as experimental storytelling 
techniques to suggest what characters are 
thinking. Climaxing with a tension-filled 
chase through the foggy streets of London, 
The Lodger is a landmark of British silent 
cinema and an essential film for Hitchcock 
aficionados and students of film history. 
Criterion presents the American debut of 
the BFI’s superb 2012 restoration featuring 
an orchestral score by Neil Brand. Extras in-
clude the BFI restored 1927 Hitchcock silent 
drama Downhill (also starring Novello), new 
and archival interviews, a video essay by art 
historian Steven Jacobs, a 1940 radio adap-
tation directed by Hitchcock, and a booklet. 
Highly recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Lost in America 
HHH1/2
Criterion, 91 min., R, DVD: 
$29.95, Blu-ray: $39.95

Albert Brooks has been 
making his offbeat brand 
of satirical comedies about 
the neuroses and anxieties 
of affluent Americans lost in the bubble of 
their own insular cultures for more than 40 
years. His third film, Lost in America (1985), 
remains his most incisive and most popular. 
Brooks stars as David Howard, a successful Los 
Angeles ad executive who abruptly quits his 
job, after being passed over for promotion, 
and coaxes his wife Linda (Julie Hagerty) to 
follow suit. The couple fancy themselves as 
modern versions of the Easy Rider charac-
ters, dropping out of society to travel across 
America and “find themselves” in the com-
fort of a deluxe Winnebago while living off 
a cushion of over $100,000. But once that 
“nest egg” (the phrase becomes a mantra) is 
lost in a night of gambling fever in Las Vegas, 
everything unravels and they begin to long 
for their old, materialistic lives. Brooks has 
a low-key approach to comedy, exploring 
uncomfortable situations and awkward con-

frontations as he presents a hilarious take on 
mid-life crisis and disillusioned yuppies. One 
of the great satires of ‘80s materialism and the 
comfort zone of affluent urban Americans, 
the film is presented with a new restoration, 
and features extras including new interviews 
(with Brooks, Hagerty, executive producer 
Herb Nanas, and filmmaker and screenwriter 
James L. Brooks—no relation to Albert), and 
a booklet with an essay by critic Scott Tobias. 
Highly recommended. (S. Axmaker)

The Man in the Glass 
Booth HHH
Kino Lorber, 117 min., PG, Blu-
ray: $29.95

Originally presented as 
part of producer Ely Lan-
dau’s American Film The-
atre series, Arthur Hiller’s 1975 adaptation of 
Jaws actor Robert Shaw’s 1968 play (which was 
based, in turn, on his novel) remains a highly 
cerebral reflection on identity and guilt. It is 
also a highly theatrical piece, not only due 
to its mostly confined settings but also in 
the extravagant performance of Maximilian 
Schell, who was nominated for an Oscar for 
his histrionic turn as Arthur Goldman, a 
Holocaust survivor who has become a hugely 
wealthy businessman living in a New York 
penthouse. Goldman believes that he is 
being stalked by mysterious men, and he is 
ultimately abducted by Mossad agents and 
put on trial, Eichmann-style, in Israel. The 
charge: that he is actually Adolf Dorf, the 
brutal S.S. Commandant of the death camp 
where Goldman had been a prisoner, whose 
name Dorf assumed at war’s end. Since the 
defendant insists on wearing a Nazi uniform 
as he faces off against judge, prosecutor, 
and witnesses, the truth seems clear—but is 
it? Extras include archival interviews with 
Hiller and Edie Landau (Ely’s widow), and a 
vintage promotional piece for the American 
Film Theatre. A film that is still intellectually 
provocative some 40-plus years after its origi-
nal release, this is recommended. (F. Swietek)

Man of La Mancha 
HH1/2
Shout! Factory, 129 min., PG, 
Blu-ray: $29.99

In Arthur Hiller’s 1972 
screen adaptation of the 
1965 Broadway musical 
based on Cervantes’s classic novel Don Quix-
ote, Peter O’Toole is splendid in a dual role 
as both the young Cervantes jailed by the 
Inquisition and as his elderly, befuddled cre-
ation, Don Quixote, whose story the author 
relates to his fellow prisoners. Sophia Loren 
is equally effective as the woman Cervantes 
persuades to play Aldonza, the kitchen maid 
whom Quixote imagines to be his fair lady 
Dulcinea. But the score demands strong 
vocalism, and here the film stumbles. Loren 
does her own singing, and barely manages, 
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while O’Toole was dubbed by Simon Gilbert, 
whose thin, frail voice is hardly suited to a 
song like “The Impossible Dream.” James 
Coco as Sancho, Harry Andrews as an inn-
keeper, Ian Richardson as a priest, and Gino 
Conforti as a barber fare better, but their 
contributions are minimal. Man of La Mancha 
is also hobbled by erratic cinematography 
(with many unflattering close-ups), and by 
the jarring visual contrast between occasional 
sequences shot outdoors and those obviously 
made on soundstage sets, where the effort 
at realism fails miserably. Extras include 
a vintage “making-of” featurette, and the 
roadshow overture accompanied by a photo 
montage. Despite its flaws, this should still be 
considered a strong optional purchase for the 
fine star performances. (F. Swietek)

Martin Scorsese’s World 
Cinema Project No. 2 
HHH1/2
Criterion, 9 discs, 595 min., 
in Tagalog, Thai, Russian, 
Turkish, Mandarin & Hokkien 
w/English subtitles, not rated, 
Blu-ray/DVD Combo: $124.99

Martin Scorsese founded the World Cin-
ema Project to help with the preservation 
and restoration of landmark films from 
countries all over the world. This follow-up 
to the initial 2013 boxed set (VL Online-3/14) 
spotlights six more films from a variety of 
countries and eras, featuring differing styles 
and subjects. The oldest movie in the set, 
Limite (Brazil, 1931), is a silent film by Mário 
Peixoto, a writer turned filmmaker who 
draws from other avant-garde filmmakers to 
present a poetic story full of dreamy flash-
backs and symbolic episodes about three 
people adrift at sea. The most recent film 
is the debut of award-winning filmmaker 
Apichatpong Weerasethakul, Mysterious 
Object at Noon (Thailand, 2000), an experi-
mental, free-wheeling mix of documentary 
and fiction. Lütfi Ö. Akad’s Law of the Border 
(Turkey, 1966), a stark crime thriller with 
elements of social commentary, is a land-
mark of Turkish cinema that was suppressed 
after a military coup was almost lost. Insiang 
(Philippines, 1976), a melodrama from Lino 
Brocka set in the slums of Manila, was the 
first Philippine film to play at Cannes. Tai-
pei Story (Taiwan, 1985), the second feature 
from Edward Yang (acclaimed director of Yi 
Yi), is a portrait of urban malaise in modern 
Taiwan. And Ermek Shinarbaev’s Revenge 
(Russia, 1989), a sprawling thriller set in the 
Kazakh region of the Soviet Union in Cen-
tral Asia, is a founding film of the Kazakh 
New Wave. These films are not well known 
outside of film scholarship circles but should 
be, and the combined stamp of Scorsese 
and the Criterion Collection should help 
them find a wider audience. Extras include 
introductions by Scorsese, interviews with 
directors and film historians, and a booklet 

with critical notes on each film. Highly 
recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Money from Home HH
Olive, 100 min., not rated, 
DVD: $24.99, Blu-ray: $29.99

The 11th Dean Mar-
tin-Jerry Lewis comedy—
and first in color—this 1953 
film features Martin as Her-
man “Honey Talk” Nelson, 
a New York gambler heavily in debt to his 
bookie, and Lewis as his cousin Virgil Yokum, 
an apprentice veterinarian who becomes 
Nelson’s partner in crime when he’s ordered 
to fix a horse race…or else. Money from Home 
is based on a story by Damon Runyon, 
who specialized in comic tales of colorful 
gangsters, gamblers, and other underworld 
characters, but the Runyonesque culture is 
played down here in favor of spotlighting the 
strengths of the superstar duo. Herman is a 
slick ladies’ man and schemer who romances 
the beautiful woman who owns the horse 
that is supposed to lose the race, but then he 
falls in love and has a change of heart. Virgil 
dresses the part to sneak onto a train as part 
of a sheik’s harem, poses as a British jockey 
with an accent that constantly slips, and lip-
synchs to a series of records with increasingly 
exaggerated contortions (a staple of Lewis’s 
original stage act). Martin also croons “Mo-
ments Like This” and “I Only Have Eyes For 
You.” It’s mildly entertaining and utterly in-
consequential, a silly story designed to hang 
a bunch of comedy bits on. Marjie Millar and 
Pat Crowley play the romantic interests, and 
Sheldon Leonard is the bookie. Optional.  
(S. Axmaker)

My Favorite Brunette 
HH1/2
Kino Lorber, 87 min., not rated, 
DVD: $14.99, Blu-ray: $24.99

Bob Hope is a harried 
baby photographer who 
wants to be a private detec-
tive in this 1947 follow-up to 
the 1942 spy spoof My Favorite Blonde. Hope 
plays Ronnie Jackson, a prisoner on death row 
who is relating the story of how he ended up 
there, and Dorothy Lamour is heiress Car-
lotta Montay, who mistakes Ronnie for a real 
shamus and hires him to find her kidnapped 
uncle. Ronnie uncovers a conspiracy and 
follows the clues to a sanitarium where he is 
tossed into a padded room by the gangsters. 
Peter Lorre costars as a sinister henchman 
who is constantly lurking around Carlotta, 
and Lon Chaney Jr. is an innocent asylum 
patient who has been fooled into doing the 
conspirators’ dirty work. It’s a lightweight but 
funny spoof of murder mysteries and detec-
tive movies with Hope as the wisecracking 
coward who nervously rises to the occasion 
despite being utterly outmatched in the battle 
of wits with the bad guys. Alan Ladd has an 

uncredited cameo as the real private eye (a 
clever sight gag that may not register with 
modern audiences but will delight fans of 
classic movies), and Hope’s frequent costar 
Bing Crosby has a hilarious cameo at the 
end of the film. My Favorite Brunette fell into 
the public domain decades ago and is widely 
available on inferior editions, but this newly 
remastered edition looks and sounds superb 
and is the best currently available. A strong 
optional purchase. (S. Axmaker)

The Paradine Case 
HH1/2
Kino Lorber, 125 min., not 
rated, DVD: $19.99, Blu-ray: 
$29.99

Gregory Peck stars as 
London barrister Anthony 
Keane, who is defending Maddalena Anna 
Paradine (Alida Valli)—an Italian woman 
accused of poisoning her British husband, a 
blind military hero—in this 1947 courtroom 
drama directed by Alfred Hitchcock. While 
preparing the case, Keane falls under the spell 
of the enigmatic, guarded Maddalena, which 
upsets his concentration so much that his 
loyal wife (Ann Todd) can’t help but notice, 
although she resists confronting her husband. 
Louis Jordan plays the butler, the other log-
ical suspect (naturally), but as Keane pushes 
against the butler’s story, Maddalena becomes 
even more aloof and uncooperative. In fact, 
her behavior is so suspicious that everyone 
except Keane is convinced that she’s hiding 
something big. The Paradine Case is generally 
considered one of Hitchcock’s weakest films, 
despite a fine cast (it costars Charles Laughton, 
Charles Coburn, and Ethel Barrymore). It was 
a pet project for producer David O. Selznick, 
who also took rare credit for the screenplay, 
but the leaden script is both awkward and 
obvious, lacking in dramatic suspense, and 
Hitchcock is out of his element in the court-
room scenes, which he fails to bring to life. 
Extras include audio commentary by authors 
Stephen Rebello and Bill Krohn, a 1949 radio 
play adaptation, a restoration comparison, 
and two audio-only archival interviews with 
Hitchcock conducted by Peter Bogdanovich. 
Hitchcock completists and Peck fans will be 
interested, but otherwise this is second-rate 
work from the master of suspense. A strong 
optional purchase. (S. Axmaker)

Ronja: The Robber’s 
Daughter HHH
Hen’s Tooth, 125 min., in 
Swedish w/English subtitles, not 
rated, DVD: $19.99

A blockbuster in its native 
Sweden, this somewhat un-
hinged 1984 adaptation of 
a hugely successful children’s book by Astrid 
Lindgren is unexpectedly entertaining. A 
pure fantasy set in medieval times, the story 
begins at a mountaintop castle where a band 
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of robbers, led by its chief, Matt (Börje Ahl-
stedt), are thrilled to welcome the arrival of 
Matt’s first child: a baby girl named Ronja, 
who is destined to lead the clan one day. 
Shortly after her birth, winged harpies 
cause the castle and mountain to split into 
two, creating a dangerous crevice between 
the halves. Ronja grows into a strong-willed 
girl much beloved by her father, but when 
she discovers that a same-age boy, Birk 
(Dan Håfström)—the son of Matt’s sworn 
enemy—lives in the other half-castle, her 
allegiances begin to shift. When Matt 
captures Birk and threatens to toss him 
into a dungeon, Ronja forces a rescue that 
angers Matt and leads him to disown her. 
Birk and Ronja run off to the woods, where 
they deal with wildlife, forest trolls, harpies, 
and other dangers. Much of Ronja has an 
absurdist flair, especially the goofy antics 
of the robbers. The visual effects are spare 
but effective, and director Tage Danielsson 
keeps the action hyperkinetic, whether it’s 
food being thrown across a room or trolls 
descending on a helpless child. Recom-
mended. (T. Keogh)

The Savage Innocents 
HH1/2
Olive, 110 min., not rated, 
DVD: $24.99, Blu-ray: $29.99

Anthony Quinn stars as 
Inuk, a lonely Inuit hunt-
er in the icy deserts and 
snowy expanses of the 
Arctic North in a tale that spans years 
in Inuk’s life as he takes a wife (Japanese 
actress Yoko Tani) and starts a family in 
the hostile world. The Savage Innocents 
ostensibly depicts the cultural rituals of 
the Inuit or Eskimo people (including the 
tradition of wives sleeping with single men 
as a show of hospitality) and the traditional 
ways of hunting and fishing and nomadic 
living on the white plains—complete with 
a narrator. It also dramatizes the collision 
of Inuit culture with the commerce and 
bigotry of white settlers as Inuk becomes 
obsessed with acquiring a modern rifle. 
When Inuk accidentally kills a missionary 
who condemns Inuit practices as sinful, 
he’s hunted by lawmen sent to bring 
him to trial. Peter O’Toole has a small 
role as a trooper, but an American actor 
overdubs his voice. Filming on location 
in Northern Canada and Greenland with 
dramatic scenes recreated on soundstages, 
director Nicholas Ray effectively uses the 
vast empty backdrop to communicate the 
isolation of this life, but the presentation of 
native culture slips into cliché and Quinn’s 
halting English is cartoonish. Although 
made with good intentions, The Savage 
Innocents presents a simplistic, patronizing, 
and often inaccurate portrait of Inuit life 
and culture. A strong optional purchase. 
(S. Axmaker)

Spotlight on a Murderer 
HHH
Arrow, 92 min., in French w/
English subtitles, not rated, 
Blu-ray/DVD Combo: $39.95

This 1961 f i lm f rom 
French director Georges 
Franju is an Agatha Christie-like mystery 
set in an ancient castle where the surviving 
relatives of a dying uncle have gathered for 
the reading of his will. The would-be heirs 
find themselves stuck when the old man 
disappears (he steps into a secret room 
hidden by a one-way mirror and expires 
in an easy chair during the opening scene) 
and they must wait five years before he can 
be declared dead and they can inherit his 
wealth. As they turn the old castle into a 
tourist attraction with a mix of old-fash-
ioned special effects and modern electron-
ics to raise money for its upkeep, the heirs 
start dying off in “accidents” arranged by 
a mysterious killer seen only as a set of 
black-gloved hands. Jean-Louis Trintignant 
stars as the young hero who sends his giddy 
girlfriend (Dany Saval) away as the killings 
begin, becoming both amateur detective 
and suspect. Written by Pierre Boileau and 
Thomas Narcejac, the story borrows from 
classics such as And Then There Were None 
and The Cat and the Canary, and is presented 
in an elegant style while also adding wit 
to the tale’s Gothic conventions. Extras 
include an archival behind-the-scenes 
featurette, and a booklet. Recommended. 
(S. Axmaker)

Stormy Monday HHH
Arrow, 93 min., R, Blu-ray/
DVD Combo: $29.95

Director Mike Figgis’s 
stylish 1988 British gang-
ster drama stars Melanie 
Griffith as Kate, an Ameri-
can waitress working in a British pub who 
takes the occasional escort job for Cosmo 
(Tommy Lee Jones), an American developer 
with a shady past who uses thugs to intimi-
date a jazz club owner (played by Sting) into 
selling out. Sean Bean appears in his first 
leading role as Brendan, an Irish newcomer 
to the city who takes a job at the club, starts 
dating Kate, and throws a wrench into Cos-
mo’s plans, which in turn marks Brendan as 
a target. Figgis sets the film in the Northeast 
England industrial city of Newcastle (his 
hometown), where cinematographer Roger 
Deakins achieves a romantic look, while the 
jazz score composed by Figgis adds to the 
dreamy quality. The plot is secondary to 
the atmosphere, characters, and style, all 
of which created a different kind of British 
gangster drama. Bowing on high-def in a 
Blu-ray/DVD Combo set, extras include a 
director audio commentary, a behind-the-
scenes featurette, and a booklet. Recom-
mended. (S. Axmaker)

Terror in a Texas Town 
HH1/2
Arrow, 80 min., not rated, Blu-
ray/DVD Combo: $39.95

Terror in a Texas Town 
(1958) ranks among the 
oddest Westerns made 
during the classic Hollywood era. Sterling 
Hayden stars as George Hansen, a Swedish 
whaler who comes to the American West 
(still carrying his trusty harpoon) to join his 
homesteader father, only to discover that the 
latter was murdered by a psychotic young 
gunman (Nedrick Young) who is employed by 
an oil baron (Sebastian Cabot). Hansen bonds 
with his Mexican-American neighbors—fel-
low outsiders who have been intimidated into 
silence about the murder—and the climactic 
showdown puts a unique twist on the classic 
gunfight on a dusty frontier street, pitting a 
one-handed gunslinger against Hansen’s har-
poon (a scene teased in the film’s prologue). 
Although not an overtly political film, it does 
set outsiders against the corrupt and powerful 
in a sly way that challenges the ‘50s Commu-
nist blacklist: screenwriter Ben L. Perry was 
actually a front for blacklisted screenwriter 
Dalton Trumbo and actor/screenwriter Young 
had also been blacklisted (both, incidentally, 
won Oscars while writing under fronts). This 
was the final feature film for cult director 
Joseph H. Lewis, who—working on a bud-
get just barely above B-movie—gives it a 
noir-ish flavor and dynamic style, with long 
takes and ominous shots of objects looming 
in the extreme foreground. A minor but 
interesting cult Western, this newly restored 
film is accompanied by extras including an 
introduction and select scene commentary 
by Western movie historian Peter Stanfield. A 
strong optional purchase. (S. Axmaker)

Three Sisters HHH
Kino Lorber, 162 min., PG, Blu-
ray: $29.95

An entry from the revered 
American Film Theatre col-
lection, Laurence Olivier’s 
1970 production of Anton 
Chekhov’s classic play features sparkling 
characterization and quiet insights into the 
timeless qualities of the human spirit. The 
eponymous trio of siblings—Olga (Jeanne 
Watts), Masha (Joan Plowright), and Irina 
(Louise Purnell)—are the grown children of 
a deceased army post commander. Living in 
a provincial setting, they dream of return-
ing to their idyllic home in Moscow. The 
sisters drift aimlessly through the days, each 
yearning to begin life afresh: Olga, an old 
schoolmistress, longs for a family of her own; 
Masha, dissatisfied in her marriage to a meek 
schoolteacher (Kenneth MacKintosh), finds a 
passionate partner in the form of a married 
colonel (Alan Bates); and Irina, who wants 
to be seen as a mature adult with desires of 
her own, finds herself caught in the middle 
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of a fruitless rivalry between two suitors 
(Ronald Pickup, Frank Wylie). As the story 
progresses, hearts are broken, duels are 
fought, and imperfect circumstances find 
gradual acceptance. Filmed on decorative 
yet simple sets in long, static shots, the 
near-three-hour Three Sisters will surely test 
the patience of some, but those who appre-
ciate the gently masterful portrayals by the 
sterling cast—including Olivier himself as 
the irascible old army surgeon—will find 
real treasures here. Extras include archival 
interviews with Bates and Edie Landau 
(widow of producer Ely Landau, who was 
responsible for the American Film Theatre 
project). Recommended. (J. Cruz)

Vision Quest HH
Warner, 107 min., R, Blu-ray: 
$21.99

Sc reenw r ite r  Da r r yl 
Ponicsan (The Last De-
tail) and director Harold 
Becker (The Onion Field) 
set aside their usual gritty 
view of the world to make this formulaic 
1985 film about an underdog male athlete 
and the woman whose hard-won affection 
represents his rite of passage into man-
hood. Matthew Modine stars as Louden, 
an 18-year-old high school wrestler deter-
mined to slim down to a certain weight 
class while juggling studies, a job at a hotel, 
aspirations to be a doctor, and his search for 
spiritual enlightenment. His rigorous life 
is thrown off course by the arrival of Carla 
(Linda Fiorentino), a 21-year-old Jersey 
girl who gets stuck in Louden’s town and 
takes up temporary residence at the house 
he shares with his father (Ronny Cox). A 
tough, skeptical woman who seems older 
than her years, Carla naturally captivates 
Louden. The story moves inexorably toward 
triumphs and reality checks, but this is a 
cookie-cutter movie, with no room for a 
spontaneous idea or cinematic freedom. 
Fiorentino is more grim than complex—a 
truly one-dimensional figurehead char-
acter. Modine is much more convincing 
in his intensely physical performance. 
And a young Madonna appears in a club 
setting singing “Crazy for You.” Optional. 
(T. Keogh)

When Knighthood Was 
in Flower HHH1/2
Undercrank, 115 min., not 
rated, Blu-ray/DVD Combo: 
$19.95

Barely seen since its 
1922 theatrical release, 
this silent epic is a major surprise: a charm-
ing, entertaining adventure that contra-
dicts long-held prejudices by film scholars 
against the costume dramas starr ing 
much-maligned Marion Davies that were 
produced by her lover, publishing mogul 

William Randolph Hearst. Davies plays 
Mary Tudor, the free-spirited sister of Henry 
VIII, who plans to offer her to rival King 
Louis XII of France as part of a political 
alliance. But Mary prefers the handsome 
young knight Charles Brandon over the 
elderly French king. Of course, Henry is not 
one to have his command disobeyed, but 
Mary and Charles go through extraordinary 
lengths to maintain their love. Restored 
from a rare nitrate print from the film’s 
original 12-reel road show presentation and 
featuring a new organ score by Ben Model, 
filmmaker Robert G. Vignola’s When Knight-
hood Was in Flower is an opulent production 
with rich costuming and elaborate sets. 
But its real power comes in the energetic 
performance by Davies, whose gift for light 
comedy is evident throughout, but she is 
also highly credible as both a romantic lead 
and as an action heroine fending for her 
life. If this work is any indication, Davies’s 
reputation requires new consideration. 
Highly recommended. [Note: two other Da-
vies films from 1922 are also newly available 
on DVD at the same price: Beauty’s Worth 
and The Bride’s Play.] (P. Hall)

The World of Henry 
Orient HH1/2
Kino Lorber, 106 min., not 
rated, DVD: $19.99

Peter Sellers has top bill-
ing as eccentric concert 
pianist and frustrated lo-
thario Henry Orient in 
this 1964 comedy, but it is not really about 
his world. Instead, the narrative focuses 
on two outcast schoolgirls—Gil (Merrie 
Spaeth) and Val (Tippy Walker)—with 
overactive imaginations, who become fast 
friends, bonding over their love of fantasy 
and play-acting. Orient’s story, as he sneaks 
around with a married woman (Paula Pren-
tiss), provides much of the comic relief and 
Sellers offers a more subtle form of physical 
comedy than in his Pink Panther roles, as his 
attempts at secret rendezvous are constant-
ly interrupted by the two girls. More bitter-
sweet are the girls—the lonely Gil, raised 
by a single mother who is overjoyed that 
she has finally found a dear friend, and the 
neglected Val, raised by servants and rela-
tives while her parents travel on business. 
Val pushes her fantasy life to destructive ex-
tremes at times (she has been kicked out of 
numerous exclusive schools), and she runs 
away when her parents (Angela Lansbury 
and Tom Bosley) return and Val becomes 
disgusted with her mother’s hypocrisy and 
neglect. Director George Roy Hill bounces 
between the two stories, letting Sellers carry 
the comedy in extended sequences, but his 
compassion is clearly with the two girls and 
the loving affection of Gil’s mother, which 
Val so desperately desires. A strong optional 
purchase. (S. Axmaker)

Zaza HH1/2
Kino Lorber, 84 min., not rated, 
DVD: $19.95, Blu-ray: $29.95

Gloria Swanson is the 
titular music hall star in this 
spirited silent film adapta-
tion of the 19th-century 
play by Pierre Berton and 
Charles Simon. Zaza, the temperamental 
main attraction of a 20th-century music 
hall in a provincial French town, dreams 
of performing in Paris and she competes 
with a rival actress for the attentions of the 
aristocratic Bernard Dufresne (H.B. Warner). 
But when Zaza discovers that Dufresne is 
already married (to a social climber who has 
no affection for him) and has a daughter, 
she turns her back on him. A lively but thin-
ly-plotted film, Zaza starts as a high-spirited, 
lavishly produced comedy before veering into 
romantic melodrama, but what keeps the film 
buoyant is the charm and spirit of Swanson 
and the lively direction by Allan Dwan, who 
moves the story along at a terrific pace, fills it 
with glamour and spectacle, and brings out 
the best in his lead actress, who dominates 
every scene with her sheer star power. Zaza 
is a trifle but an enjoyable one that illustrates 
why Swanson was such a huge silent movie 
star. The piano score is adapted from the orig-
inal cue sheets of the film’s 1923 theatrical 
presentation and performed by Jeff Rapsis. 
Extras include audio commentary by film 
historian Frederic Lombardi, and a booklet. A 
strong optional purchase. (S. Axmaker)

New Battles Without 
Honor and Humanity: 
The Complete Trilogy (Ar-
row, Blu-ray/DVD Combo: 6 
discs, $99.95). Spotlighting 
Japanese filmmaker Kinji 
Fukasaku’s violent yakuza 
saga, this high-definition 
set includes New Battles Without Honor and 
Humanity (1974), New Battles Without Honor 
and Humanity: The Boss’s Head (1975), and New 
Battles Without Honor and Humanity: Last Days 
of the Boss (1976).

More Boxed Sets

Visit Video Librarian Online (www.
videolibrarian.com) during September 
and October for DVD/Blu-ray-specific 
comments added to the video movies 
reviewed here, as well as new reviews 
of current and classic films, including: 
The Breaking Point, Disneynature’s Born in 
China, The Gumball Rally, The Hero, Megan 
Leavey, The Mummy, Paris Can Wait, Pulse, 
Road to Rio, and much more!
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TV on Video
Bones: The Final Chapter 
HHH
Fox, 3 discs, 525 min., not 
rated, DVD: $29.99

This Fox crime procedur-
al series centering on the 
professional and personal 
partnership between genius 
forensic anthropologist Dr. Temperance 
Brennan (Emily Deschanel) and FBI Special 
Agent Sealy Booth (David Boreanaz) built 
a long-running show on a classic odd-cou-
ple-buddy partnership: a practical detective 
with a savvy understanding of people, paired 
with a scientific genius devoted to empir-
ical evidence. Bones found a great balance 
between serious crime drama and playful 
workplace dramedy with fun characters, 
snappy dialogue, murder mystery complica-
tions, gooey forensics, and unbeatable screen 
chemistry, and ultimately evolved into one of 
the most surprising and touching love stories 
on TV. With slipping ratings but a devoted fan 
base, Fox gave the series an abbreviated 12th 
and final season, which the producers treat 
as something of a valedictory lap that reach-
es back to past seasons. Regular characters 
(most with the show from the beginning) are 
given a satisfying send-off, the rotating cast 
of “squintern” assistants get their moment 
to shine, and favorite recurring characters 
return for one last visit, from Brennan’s father 
(Ryan O’Neal) to the delightful Dr. Gordon 
Wyatt (Stephen Fry) to Cyndi Lauper’s odd-
ball psychic, while also bringing closure to 
the troubled story of Zack Addy (Eric Mille-
gan). Compiling all 12 episodes from 2017, 
extras include a behind-the-scenes featurette 
and a gag reel. Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Inside Amy Schumer: 
Season 4 HHH
Paramount, 2 discs, 191 min., 
not rated, DVD: $22.98

The fourth season of Amy 
Schumer’s acclaimed half-
hour sketch comedy series 
on Comedy Central con-
tinues to explore cultural double standards, 
stereotypes, and the experience of being a 
woman in modern American culture—sub-
ject matter that is relatively rare on Ameri-
can TV (even on shows with female leads). 
Schumer’s creative approach is to anchor 
each episode with a theme, taking the lead 
on most skits and not being shy about let-
ting herself be a figure of ridicule—such as 
her pitch of a hip-hop “Betsy Ross” musical 
for Lin-Manuel Miranda (creator and star of 
Hamilton). Other episodes revolve around the 
objectification of women and others (in one 
sketch, professional athletes comment on the 
actions of everyday schlubs and place bets on 
their performances), hate speech, and male 
fantasies, all done with brash and raunchy 
humor. While this season doesn’t quite match 
the ingenuity and insight reached in earlier 

seasons, the comedy is still smart, funny, 
and observant. Schumer has not officially 
ended the series, but it remains on indefinite 
hiatus (the final episode here is a clip show 
of highlights from all four seasons hosted by 
Andy Cohen). Compiling all nine episodes 
from 2016, extras include a behind-the-scenes 
featurette and outtakes. Recommended. (S. 
Axmaker)

Major Crimes: The 
Complete Fifth Season 
HHH
Warner, 5 discs, 885 min., not 
rated, DVD: $39.99

This spin-off of the TNT 
series The Closer has become 
one of the best and most 
enjoyable police procedurals on TV thanks 
to its portrait of teamwork in a crack squad 
full of interesting characters. The series fol-
lows the familiar “case of the week” format 
interwoven with personal stories, including 
the romance between Captain Sharon Raydor 
(Mary McDonnell) and Lt. Andy Flynn (Tony 
Denison), who is recovering from a heart 
attack and making major lifestyle changes. 
Meanwhile, Sanchez (Raymond Cruz) applies 
to be a foster parent to a troubled boy; Buzz 
(Phillip P. Keene) investigates the unsolved 
murders of his father and uncle; and Rusty 
(Graham Patrick Martin) prepares for law 
school and struggles through his first serious 
relationship. Formally adopted by Sharon last 
season, Rusty has been unofficially adopted by 
the entire squad, with the curmudgeonly Lt. 
Provenza (G.W. Bailey) taking an avuncular 
role in his life. And there is a department com-
petition for promotion in which the leading 
candidate (Camryn Manheim) wants to shut 
down Raydor and her team. While the show 
is in many ways a conventional cop drama, 
its emphasis on teamwork, police procedure, 
and evidence-based investigations without 
the help of genius specialists is refreshing, 
and the individual narratives offer a solid 
mix of character humor and satisfying drama. 
Compiling all 21 episodes from the 2016-17 
fifth season, extras include deleted scenes and 
a blooper reel. Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Outsiders: Season Two 
HH1/2
Sony, 4 discs, 594 min., not 
rated, DVD: $38.99

The second and final sea-
son of WGN’s backwoods 
action series finds the Far-
rells—a reclusive Appa-
lachian mountain clan—facing internal 
discord as well as external threats. Following 
the assault on the community’s compound 
that concluded the first season, leadership 
has passed to peace-seeking G’Winveer 
(Gillian Alexy), but only because her rival, 
perpetually belligerent Big Foster (David 

Morse), is presumed dead. But he is, of 
course, very much alive and he returns to 
agitate for stronger resistance to the mining 
company that is endangering their way of 
life. Meanwhile, Lil Foster (Ryan Hurst) falls 
afoul of the law and is sent to prison, where 
he confronts gang violence, and young Hasil 
(Kyle Gallner) continues his dangerous Ro-
meo-and-Juliet style romance with a townie. 
As if that were not enough, a separate group 
of mountain-dwellers approach G’Win for 
sanctuary, which she grants, although many 
fear that their motives are suspect. And Sher-
iff Houghton (Thomas M. Wright) learns that 
the area is being poisoned by the mining 
operations even as his authority is clipped 
by the state capital. Most of the intertwined 
plot threads are worked out in time for the 
big finale, making for a fairly satisfying 
conclusion despite the show’s cancellation. 
Presenting all 13 episodes from 2017, extras 
include deleted scenes. A strong optional 
purchase. (F. Swietek)

Rowan and Martin’s 
Laugh-In: The Complete 
Series HHH1/2
Time Life, 38 discs, 9,000 min., 
not rated, DVD: $249.95

During the late 1960s 
and early ‘70s, Rowan and 
Martin’s Laugh-In served up sharp social and 
political humor in a kaleidoscope of psy-
chedelic visuals, vaudeville-worthy skits, 
and playful musical numbers, all with a 
stellar lineup of guests—most notably Rich-
ard Nixon saying “sock it to me” (a show 
catchphrase) during his 1968 presidential 
campaign. The series helped launch the 
careers of then-unknowns Goldie Hawn, 
Lily Tomlin, Henry Gibson, Dave Madden, 
and others, while also reanimating the 
careers of Dan Rowan and Dick Martin, 
a comedy team who never quite hit the 
A-list. This mammoth presentation in-
cludes all 140 original broadcast episodes 
from the show’s 1968-1973 run, including 
many segments that were dropped from 
the series’ syndicated reruns and previous 
home entertainment releases. Much of the 
appeal of the political satire here will de-
pend on how well viewers are able to catch 
references to half-forgotten public figures 
like Lester Maddox and Spiro Agnew, but 
the parade of big-name stars that turn up 
to drop one-liners is nothing short of stag-
gering—and where else could virile John 
Wayne and flamboyant crooner Tiny Tim 
share a scene? Extras include the rarely-seen 
1967 pilot episode, interviews with several 
cast and crew members (including Martin, 
Tomlin, Ruth Buzzi, Gary Owens, and Arte 
Johnson, as well creator/producer George 
Schlatter), a 1993 cast reunion, a blooper 
reel, and a booklet charting the show’s wild 
and often tumultuous production history. 
Highly recommended. (P. Hall)
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South Park: The 
Complete Twentieth 
Season HH1/2
Paramount, 2 discs, 220 min., 
TV-MA, DVD: $29.99, Blu-ray: 
$42.99

The 2016 election is given 
a surreal but still on-point 
South Park treatment in this 10-episode 
2016 20th season of Matt Stone and Trey 
Parker’s Comedy Central series. Kicking 
off with “Member Berries”—centering on a 
cute giggling superfruit that makes people 
“‘member” fun culture and memorabilia 
past—this season touches on current events 
such as athletes sitting out the national 
anthem, cyberbullying, Elon Musk’s SpaceX 
project, Caitlin Jenner, and most notably, 
the election between the “turd sandwich” 
portrayed as Hillary Clinton and the “giant 
douche” in the form of former fourth grade 
class teacher Mr. Garrison, who after winning 
undergoes transformation into a certain 
orange-tanned Führer. “Skank Hunt” hits 
close to home for Kyle, who doesn’t realize 
that his dad is becoming an Internet troll; 
“Wieners Out” and “Douche and a Danish” 
feature uncomfortable scenes depicting child 
nudity; and the “Oh Jeez” election night and 
aftermath episodes also incorporate trouble 
with Denmark. After 20 years, hardly any of 
this seems funny to me anymore, but its lon-
gevity certainly attests to its perennial popu-
larity. Extras include a season commentary, 
a 2016 Comic-Con panel discussion, deleted 
scenes, and more. A strong optional purchase.  
(J. Williams-Wood)

Underground: Season 2 
HHH
Sony, 3 discs, 470 min., not 
rated, DVD: $30.99

The second season of this 
ambitious period thriller 
made for the cable station 
WGN continues the story 
of life in the pre-Civil War South and the 
plight of enslaved African Americans who 
risk torture and death to escape through the 
Underground Railroad. It opens with Noah 
(Aldis Hodge), leader of the escape that dom-
inated the first season, in prison and being 
extradited back to captivity; Rosalee (Jurnee 
Smollett-Bell) returning to help others escape 
while she’s pregnant; and white abolitionist 
Elizabeth (Jessica De Gouw) joining a group 
of women dedicated to the cause, after 
her husband is murdered in cold blood by 
pro-slavery militia. Aisha Hinds joins the 
cast as Harriet Tubman, who works largely 
incognito but speaks to abolition supporters 
in an episode that plays like a one-woman 
show as she puts slavery in personal terms for 
the white allies of the movement. Also new is 
Sadie Stratton as slave-catcher Patty Cannon, 
a self-promoter who gets a bounty hunter 
(Christopher Meloni) out of prison to help her 

catch Rosalee (who has earned the nickname 
“The Black Rose” for her heroic exploits). The 
journey of the scheming, vindictive Cato 
(Alano Miller) is a little too melodramatic and 
extreme for a show that grounds its stories in 
history, but overall this final season (the show 
was cancelled) remains compelling and often 
affecting. Compiling all 10 episodes from 
2017, extras include deleted scenes and a gag 
reel. Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

The Wild Wild West 
Revisited & More Wild 
Wild West HH1/2
Paramount, 190 min., not 
rated, DVD: $14.99

Twenty years after the 
titular Old West-meets-
James Bond series left the 
air, Robert Conrad and Ross Martin reunited 
as 19th-century secret agents Jim West (the 
dashing action hero) and Artemus Gordon 
(master of disguise and creator of gadgets) 
for a pair of TV movies that are even more 
tongue-in-cheek than the original series. 
The Wild Wild West Revisited (1979) lures the 
two agents out of retirement to take on Dr. 
Miguelito Loveless, Jr. (Paul Williams)—son 
of their diminutive former nemesis—who 
kidnaps leaders of the great powers, replacing 
them with exact duplicates. Comedy mime 
team Shields and Yarnell costar as $600 
henchmen enhanced by steampunk mechan-
ical limbs. More Wild Wild West (1980) pits the 
two heroes against a mad genius (Jonathan 
Winters) who has an invisibility device and 
a plot to plunge the civilized world into total 
war by sabotaging peace talks organized by 
Secretary of State Henry Messenger (Victor 
Buono, using a Henry Kissinger accent). Dr. 
Joyce Brothers and Jack LaLanne make jokey 
cameo appearances and the henchmen are 
a spoof of The Incredible Hulk. Both films are 
directed by Burt Kennedy and both costar 
Harry Morgan as the exasperated head of 
the secret service, and Rene Auberjonois as 
a meddling British agent. These lightweight 
TV movies spoof Westerns, spy movies, and 
late ‘70s culture with a specificity that works 
better as nostalgia than as comedy. A strong 
optional purchase. (S. Axmaker)

Workaholics: The Final 
Season HH1/2
Paramount, 2 discs, 214 min., 
not rated, DVD: $14.98

This workplace series pre-
miered on Comedy Central 
in 2011 as a chaotic explo-
sion of vulgarity, but while 
the structure became a bit less scattershot 
over the years, this seventh and final season 
proves that the show remained unremitting-
ly crude to the very end. Workaholics’ trio 
of pseudo-heroes (Blake Anderson, Adam 
DeVine, and Anders Holm) are still employed 
at a telemarketing firm, where their perpet-

ually exasperated boss (Maribeth Monroe) 
continues to put up with their shenanigans. 
The aging slackers do no work, devoting 
their lives to smoking weed, partying, and 
playing pranks in the office. The first episode 
here finds them reacting with horror when 
younger trainees outdo them at their own 
game, and the second centers on how they 
(and their drug supplier) respond when forced 
to sell a silly device invented by their boss’s 
father (Dennis Quaid, one in a series of guest 
stars that also includes Topher Grace, Cary 
Elwes, and Jason Mantzoukas). Other episodes 
venture outside the office, such as a mountain 
cabin where the three perceive Evil Dead-style 
danger lurking, and a wacky action-adventure 
spoof that is set in Chinatown. Workaholics 
finishes like it began—as a gross-out comedy 
celebrating stupidity and irresponsibility. 
Compiling all 10 episodes from 2017, extras 
include deleted scenes and outtakes. A strong 
optional purchase. (F. Swietek)

The Young Pope HHH
HBO, 3 discs, 600 min., TV-
MA, DVD: $49.99, Blu-ray: 
$59.99

Jude Law plays the first 
American Pope, and young-
est elected to be the head of 
the Roman Catholic Church 
by the College of Cardinals, in this miniseries 
created and directed for HBO by Oscar-win-
ning Italian filmmaker Paolo Sorrentino. Part 
satire, part commentary, part melodrama of 
power and control within the church hier-
archy, and part exploration of the growing 
extremist factions in religion, The Young Pope 
centers on Lenny Belardo (Law), a handsome 
young cardinal who after taking the name 
Pope Pious XIII proceeds to upend protocol, 
ignore the advice of veteran Vatican officials, 
and turn the Church back to less tolerant 
positions of earlier times, using an aggressive, 
confrontational style. Belardo is a complex, 
contradictory character: a pious man whose 
only “sin” is smoking cigarettes, a charming 
and persuasive speaker who refuses to allow 
his image to become an object of adoration, 
a man intolerant of the sinful behavior of 
others (and not above using their secrets to 
wield power over them). Sorrentino fills the 
series with magnificent images and dreamlike 
reveries (while also injecting a surreal streak 
and wicked wit), yet always leaves room for 
the human element within the power plays 
and projected fronts, and he includes oppor-
tunities for everyone—even the Pope him-
self—to evolve and learn compassion all over 
again. Diane Keaton costars as Sister Mary, 
who raised Belardo in the orphanage, and 
the international cast also includes Italian 
actors Silvio Orlando and Javier Cámara and 
French stars Cécile De France and Ludivine 
Sagnier. Compiling all 10 episodes from 2017, 
extras include behind-the-scenes featurettes. 
Recommended. (S. Axmaker)
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Ada Twist, Scientist HH1/2
(2017) 11 min. DVD: $38.99. Dreamscape Media. 
PPR. Closed captioned.

Narrated by Bahni Turpin, this icono-
graphic-animated adaptation of the 2016 
picture book by author Andrea Beaty and 
illustrator David Roberts focuses on an in-
quisitive young girl. Using a rhyming format 
and featuring watercolor and ink characters, 
Ada Twist introduces the titular pint-sized 
protagonist, who didn’t speak until the age 
of three and then was off and running with 
questions about everything from climbing a 
grandfather clock to nose hairs. The center-
piece of this rather unfocused story is Ada’s 
research into a gross mystery smell, sleuthing 
that inspires her 2nd grade classmates. Also 
featuring a read-along option and an author’s 
note, this is a strong optional purchase. Aud: 
K, E, P. (J. Williams-Wood)

Bunnicula: Night of the Vegetable 
HH1/2
(2017) 2 discs. 223 min. DVD: $18.95. Warner 
Bros. Home Entertainment (avail. from most 
distributors). SDH captioned.

Authors James and Deborah Howe and 
illustrator Alan Daniel’s 1979 picture book 
Bunnicula serves as the inspiration for this 
collection of 20 episodes from the 2016-17 
first season of the Cartoon Network-aired 
animated series centered on the creepy 
Scooby-tinged antics of the titular vampire 

rabbit (scrambly-voiced by Chris Kattan), 
suspicious cat Chester (Sean Astin), and 
doofy dog Harold (Brian Kimmet). These 
three pets of 13-year-old Mina (a Lydia in 
Beetlejuice-type) engage in various shenani-
gans as ethereal Bunnicula (with glowing red 
eyes and dark magic otherworldly abilities) 
attracts creepy creatures and Chester and 
Harold band together to clean up the usual 
mess. In “Mumkey Business,” Chester’s use 
of Mina’s magically-protected key unlocks a 
green-faced monkey who wreaks havoc on 
the house; “Spider Lamb” features an evil 
magical book—and a pretty good Lord of the 
Rings Gandolf joke—that leads to the appear-
ance of a gross spider creature that slings cozy 
web sweaters and lays eggs. Also including 
“Garlicked,” “Evil Cat Videos,” “Chester’s 
Shop of Horrors,” “Bride of Bunnicula,” and 
a woebegone home-ec assignment in “Ghost 
Chef,” this eerie slapstick series is a strong 
optional purchase. Aud: P. (J. Williams-Wood)

Friendshape HHH
(2017) 7 min. DVD: $59.95 (study guide included). 
Weston Woods Studios. PPR. Closed captioned. 
ISBN: 978-1-338-18450-1.

Dedicated to late author Amy Krouse 
Rosenthal (1965-2017), this iconographic-an-
imated adaptation of her and illustrator Tom 
Lichtenheld’s 2015 picture book features nar-
ration by Rosenthal and several children who 
provide the voices of four primary-colored 
shape figures. The best buddies—a rectangle, 
circle, triangle, and square—expound on 
the benefits of having friends, including fair 
play, taking turns, sharing corny jokes, and 
sometimes even thinking the same things. 
Showing others joining in (a stop sign is 
welcomed by the group) and noting that 
real friends lean on each other and don’t 
get “bent out of shape” for long, this cele-
bration of friendship includes a read-along 
option and a credits segment that pokes 
fun at composer Michael Bacon’s famous 
brother Kevin. Recommended. Aud: K, E, P. 
(J. Williams-Wood)

Wolfie the Bunny HHH1/2
(2017) 8 min. DVD: $59.95 (study guide included). 
Weston Woods Studios. PPR. Closed captioned. 
ISBN: 978-1-338-16195-3.

A sister who casts a suspicious eye on a new 
sibling is at the center of this adorable ani-
mated adaptation of author Ame Dyckman 
(who also narrates) and illustrator Zachariah 
OHora’s 2015 children’s story, a School Library 
Journal “Best Books of the Year” selection. 
The Bunny parents are delighted with the 
bundled canis lupus baby left on their door-
step, but young Dot is skeptical, fearing that 
Wolfie is going to eat the family. Wolfie is a 
very sweet little wolf, soaking up the parents’ 
attention and attempting to gain favor with 
his new sibling—pitifully crying when Dot 
and her citified woodland animal friends are 
mean. However, a run-in with a bigger, badder 
creature at the local co-op leads Dot to realize 
just how much Wolfie means to her. Also 
featuring a read-along option, this sweet and 
silly tale about sibling rivalry is highly rec-
ommended. Aud: K, E, P. (J. Williams-Wood)

Yard Sale HH1/2
(2017) 9 min. DVD: $38.99. Dreamscape Media. 
PPR. Closed captioned. ISBN: 978-1-520-07102-2.

In this iconographic-animated adaptation 
of author Eve Bunting and illustrator Lau-
ren Castillo’s 2015 picture book, narrated 
by Susie Berneis, young Callie is a little 
unsure about her parents’ plans to move 
and sell nearly all of the family’s worldly 
goods in a yard sale. Even the small new 
apartment’s unique Murphy bed doesn’t 
excite the girl, especially when she watches 
her real headboard get marked down to 
$5 after a haggling woman points out the 
crayon marks (tallying Callie’s readings 
of Goodnight, Moon). Callie tries to stop a 
bearded man from walking off with her 
bike, and Dad must step in to explain that 
he sold it. A poignant hugfest ensues after 
Callie overreacts when a lady asks “Are you 
for sale?” Also featuring a read-along option, 
this somewhat cloying attempt at dealing 

President Taft is Stuck in the Bath HHHH
(2017) 12 min. DVD: $38.99. Dreamscape Media. PPR. Closed captioned. 
ISBN: 978-1-520-07099-5.

Based on the 2014 picture book by author Mac Barnett and illus-
trator Chris Van Dusen, this iconographic-animated adaptation, 
narrated by actor George Newbern, tells the story of when plus-
sized 27th President William Howard Taft found himself trapped 
in a White House bathtub. Amidst the sounds of sloshing water 
and squeezing noises, Taft tries to talk himself up, but frustration 
sets in (many “blast!”s and “drat!”s are uttered) and he is forced 
to ask for the help of his wife, vice president, secretary of state, 

and other cabinet members—who irritate him (“Are you calling me fat?”)—but do have 
ideas of how to free him, including butter and dynamite. Also featuring a read-along 
option and an author’s note about the true story (and the outright lies concerning the 
specially commissioned tub with “pond-like dimensions”), this hilarious slice of pos-
sibly exaggerated U.S. history is laugh-out-loud funny. Highly recommended. Editor’s 
Choice. Aud: K, E, P. (J. Williams-Wood)
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with serious social issues is a strong optional 
purchase. Aud: K, E, P. (J. Williams-Wood)

The Happy Film HH
(2017) 96 min. DVD: $59.95 ($325 w/PPR from 
edu.passionriver.com). Passion River (avail. from 
most distributors).

A strange documentary shot over seven 
years, The Happy Film is a rambling experi-
ment by brilliant designer and artist Stefan 
Sagmeister. With a gallery show ahead of 
him focused on the subject of happiness, 
Sagmeister decides to make a film through 
which “happiness,” or rather the lack of it, can 
be demonstrated to be a design problem. He 
literally charts connections between various 
elements of living, looking for ways that those 
links can be re-jiggered for a stronger, more 
appealing outcome—as if he were re-doing 
an image for one of the Grammy-winning 
album covers that are a staple of his compa-
ny (Sagmeister & Walsh). Along the way, he 
adds zip through dazzling visual concepts 
that are fired up by his considerable talent as 
a graphic artist. But over time this abstract, 
calculated approach to such a profound, 
warm-blooded topic as human happiness 
falls short, prompting him to dig deeper into 
his own conflicts over attaining joy. Seeing 
a succession of therapists, taking an antide-
pressant, and entering into (then falling out 
of) a couple of relationships with women are 
all part of Sagmeister’s crooked path towards 
finally understanding that happiness is tied 
to believing in and being part of something 
bigger than oneself. Unfortunately, Sagmeis-
ter is not the most charismatic presence, and 
many viewers will find their patience tapped 
during the drawn-out chapters concerning 
his love life. Optional. Aud: C, P. (T. Keogh)

God’s Glory, Neighbor’s Good: The Story 
of Pietism HHH
(2017) 75 min. DVD: $19.99. DRA. Vision Video 
(avail. from most distributors).

The historical roots of modern-day Evan-
gelicalism, which emphasizes spiritual rebirth 
and personal fidelity to Scripture, lie in 
Pietism, a 17th-century religious movement 
inspired by the work of theologian Philipp 
Spener. Pietism resonated with Christian 
reformists who saw their religion being di-
vided into sects that adopted violent, even 
murderous, positions towards one another. 
Pietism was an effort to return to Christian 
basics—such as loving one’s neighbor—while 
also eventually encouraging progressivism in 
the areas of women’s rights and universal ed-
ucation. During the 17th and 18th centuries, 

P S Y C H O L O G Y  &  S E L F - H E L P

R E L I G I O N  &  P H I L O S O P H Y

a number of leaders advanced Pietism, which 
had reached some rarefied heights embraced 
by Scandinavian royalty—among other pow-
erful and wealthy groups. The practice spread 
to Moravia, where some Lutherans emigrated, 
and ultimately was the focus of missionary 
work in such far-flung places as Greenland. 
Pietism was also a facet of Christian devotion 
in the most rustic American colonies, and 
while the movement finally waned in the 
19th century, its larger imprint is still very 
much evident today. Combining archival 
materials with scholarly interviews, this 
informative documentary offers an illumi-
nating lesson about a historically important 
branch of the Christian faith. Recommended. 
Aud: C, P. (T. Keogh)

Isaac Hecker and the Journey of 
Catholic America HHH
(2017) 52 min. DVD: $14.99. DRA. Vision Video 
(avail. from most distributors).

This interesting biography of Isaac Hecker 
(1819-1888), founder of the Paulist Fathers 
during the early decades of a newly indepen-
dent America, tells the story of a missionary 
who championed the Catholic Church to an 
overwhelmingly Protestant society—often 
in peril to his standing with the Vatican 
and to his fragile health. Expert interviews 
and archival materials flesh out Hecker’s 
story, which begins with his birth as the 
youngest son of a family living in New York 
City. Delivering bread for a bakery run by 
his older brothers, Hecker educated himself 
at every opportunity, ultimately joining 
the American Transcendentalist movement 
and befriending Ralph Waldo Emerson and 
Henry David Thoreau. But Hecker also had a 
deep-seated yearning for religious life, which 
culminated in his ordination as a Catholic 
priest and intensive lobbying to create a new 
order of clerics called the Paulists. Despite 
threats of expulsion and punishment from 

his diocese superiors for going over their 
heads to communicate with Rome, Hecker 
ultimately prevailed and was granted papal 
permission to move forward. What followed 
were years of outreach to Protestants (in 
hopes of conversion) before Hecker was 
eventually hampered by more than a decade 
of severe illness that would sometimes chal-
lenge his faith. Hecker successfully merged 
Catholicism with a distinctive American 
voice and optimism, leaving behind a legacy 
that is still with us. Filmmaker Tom Gibbons’s 
documentary—which features voice work by 
Martin Sheen—tells the story of a remarkable 
man who had a major impact on the spiritual 
life of a young nation. Recommended. Aud: 
C, P. (T. Keogh)

Journey Interrupted HHH
(2017) 61 min. DVD: $19.99. DRA. Vision Video 
(avail. from most distributors).

This touching documentary from “Com-
ing Out” Ministries centers on the psycho-
logical and emotional burdens of some 
Christian LGBTQ individuals who struggle 
to reconcile their sexual identities with 
church teachings that denounce their expe-
riences and feelings. A handful of adults of 
varying ages describe private lives marked 
by suffering—from childhood molestation 
to posing as heterosexual (a couple of the 
older men admit to fraudulent relationships 
with women) to praying desperately to be 
“relieved” of their true selves. But Journey 
Interrupted is also about the hard work of 
embracing Jesus Christ, which opens one up 
to a spiritual transformation that is larger 
than sexuality. Ultimately, the film reasons, 
God cannot hate or reject his own human 
creations, whatever their sexual orientation 
may be. While the film does not explicitly 
champion living openly and fully as an 
LGBTQ person, most of the subjects here 
appear to be happy and content with them-

Under the Turban HHH1/2
(2017) 90 min. In English, Italian, Spanish & Punjabi w/English subtitles. 
DVD: $19.95. Cinema Libre Studio (avail. from most distributors).

The Sikh faith—the world’s fifth largest religion—is mostly 
visually identifiable by its headgear: the turban. Filmmakers 
Satinder Garcha, Mike Rogers, and Meghan Shea’s Under the 
Turban presents some little-known truths about Sikhs while also 
exploring the many broad misconceptions held by Westerners. 
An innocent query from a 9-year-old Sikh girl named Zara—who 
asks, “What makes me a Sikh?”—leads her family on a journey 
around the world to try to answer that deceptively simple ques-

tion. The Garcha family witnesses Sikh cheesemakers in Parma, a Sikh motorcycle club 
in Vancouver, and elderly Sikh marathoners in Singapore, before winding up in the holy 
Sikh city of Amritsar in search of their religion’s roots and earliest traditions. Along 
the way, the film also covers the darker side of the mysteries and misunderstandings 
surrounding the Sikh faith: specifically, a tragic 2012 incident in Wisconsin in which a 
white supremacist gunman shot and killed six Sikhs as they worshiped at a local temple. 
Effectively raising awareness about the Sikh faith while also promoting a positive public 
image that may help combat discrimination in the future, Under the Turban is an infor-
mative and good-humored documentary. Highly recommended. Aud: C, P. (M. Sandlin)
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selves after long struggles. Recommended. 
Aud: C, P. (T. Keogh)

The Activists HH1/2
(2017) 60 min. DVD: $295. Bullfrog Films. PPR. 
SDH captioned. ISBN: 1-941545-75-0.

Melanie Shemtov’s documentary looks at 
modern political activists, focusing on the 
role they play in the shaping of policy and 
public opinion. Inspired by the landmark 
protests of the Civil Rights movement and 
the anti-Vietnam War movement in the 1960s 
and the push for women’s rights during the 
early 1970s, today’s activists found their voic-
es in the aftermath of the 9/11 attacks, as the 
George W. Bush presidency steered the nation 
into wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. Not unlike 
the protestors from decades past, this new 
breed of activists employed marches, rallies, 
slogans, and signs to voice their outrage at 
the Bush administration’s endeavors. The 
Activists highlights many military veterans 
who joined movements, which served to lend 
demonstrations a sense of seriousness. Oddly, 
the film flirts with sending the unintended 
message that rallies and protests are a waste 
of time: the new activists were unable to shift 
the government’s focus away from waging 
wars in distant lands, and they were unim-
pressed with Barack Obama’s willingness to 
keep the fighting raging, albeit at a much 
lower level. Also featuring interviews with 
longtime activists Tom Hayden and Leslie 
Cagan, the film is already somewhat dated, as 
the rise of Donald Trump has brought about 
a new wave of political protests that show no 
signs of abating. A strong optional purchase. 
Aud: C, P. (P. Hall)

Exotic HHH
(2016) 63 min. DVD: $200. DRA. Action! Library 
Media Service. PPR.

A promotional recruitment video shot 
on a white-sand beach with resort hotels 
in the background features a plus-size man 
wearing beach casual clothes who intro-
duces himself as the manager of the “world 
famous Club G-Spot” and emphasizes how 
safe it is to work, live, and relax on the U.S. 
island of Guam (this was before North Korea 
threatened Guam with nuclear annihilation). 
The work? Exotic dancer. Told through the 
perspectives of dancers, social workers, im-
migration officials, law enforcement officers, 
sex worker advocates, and others, the reality is 
often quite different from the picture painted 
by the promo. Although some women do find 
success and safety in a high-profile dancing 
gig, for many others it’s at best a dead-end in 
an unfamiliar country, and at worse an entry-
way to other, sometimes dangerous occupa-
tions with ongoing risks of servitude, abuse, 
and violence. The basic arrangement works 

S O C I A L  &  P O L I T I C A L  I S S U E S

like this: women are recruited from America 
with a contract promising employment and 
perhaps other amenities (such as lodging) at 
a high-profile dance club with a good repu-
tation. After arriving in Guam, if the club 
offering the contract doesn’t like how the 
woman looks or performs, her contract can 
be “sold” to one or more other clubs, which 
may be total dives or dodgy joints in remote 
areas. Alone in a different culture, many are 
caught off guard and defenseless. The work 
spectrum ranges from “hostess” (essentially 
keeping polite company while men buy very 
expensive drinks) to outright prostitution. 
Of course, there are as many stories here as 
there are women: some have successfully 
navigated the dangers to make a solid living 
in Guam, where the adult industry is fueled 
by American servicemen and Japanese tour-
ists. Often blunt, but non-sensational, Exotic 
offers a compelling look at a darker side of 
life in a tropical paradise. Recommended. 
Aud: P. (C. Block)

Farmer/Veteran HHH
(2016) 65 min. DVD: $24.95 ($350 w/PPR). 
Sundial Pictures. Closed captioned.

Alix Blair and Jeremy M. Lange’s Farmer/
Veteran centers on Alex Sutton, a vet working 
his 43-acre animal farm in North Carolina. 
Sutton’s three deployments as a soldier in 
the Iraq War resulted in deep psychological 
damage and what he describes as an even-
tual death sentence due to shrapnel in his 
body. Living on the farm with his wife-to-
be, Jessica, Sutton rotates through typical 
farm tasks, including feeding and caring for 
chickens, horses, cows, and pigs, and keeping 
fences maintained. But at odd moments he’s 
compelled to take up one of the military-style 
guns in his personal arsenal and shoot up the 
ground outside his house. Some of the abun-

dant critters on his property end up on the 
wrong side of his rifles, too, including a sick 
chicken and (in one of the film’s more bizarre 
moments) a pair of pet snakes. Throughout, 
Sutton lumbers through life like a partial 
zombie, and no wonder: the large number of 
prescription drugs he takes for anxiety and 
depression, among other medical issues, leave 
him feeling “tranquilized.” Both Sutton and 
Jessica are likeable subjects, and the latter’s 
parents seem happy that Sutton is in their 
lives (despite a failed marriage behind him 
and offspring who don’t know him). But the 
dynamics change when questions surface 
about Sutton’s medical record in the service, 
and what truths lie behind his drug-numbed 
eyes. Pointedly underscoring the toll that war 
takes on the human psyche, this portrait of 
a troubled vet is recommended. Aud: C, P. 
(T. Keogh)

How to Let Go of the World and Love All 
the Things Climate Can’t Change HHH
(2016) 127 min. DVD: $390. Bullfrog Films. PPR. 
SDH captioned. ISBN: 1-941545-74-2.

The cheery title is more bittersweet than 
optimistic in this globe-trotting survey of 
climate change players and hazards, narrated 
and directed by eco-activist documentarian 
Josh Fox (Gasland). No sooner does Fox 
celebrate a citizen victory in rolling back 
energy-company devastation in his native 
New Jersey than he begins to notice the 
fallout of rising temperatures and sea levels, 
and continued reliance on fossil fuels. That 
fallout includes: Hurricane Sandy battering 
the Eastern Seaboard; military-backed oil 
companies despoiling South American rain-
forests; Australia’s sellout of Polynesian island 
peoples for coal; and a Beijing so monstrous-
ly polluted and overbuilt that it’s “off the 

The Future of Work and Death HHH1/2
(2016) 89 min. DVD: $24.95. First Run Features (avail. from most 
distributors).

Filmmakers Sean Blacknell and Wayne Walsh offer a head-spin-
ning peek into the near and distant future in this equally thrilling 
and terrifying documentary exploring the intertwined destinies 
of technology and humankind. The film begins by underscoring 
anxiety that jobs will continue to vanish for working people who 
are being replaced by machines—leaving hundreds of millions 
unemployed around the globe. Beyond that, robots will likely 
supplant surgeons, driverless cars will become the norm on streets 

and highways, and customer service representatives will be computer-generated avatars 
with friendly faces and the ability to tackle more complex tasks. Current information 
and futuristic conjecture dominate the first half of the film, while the second half’s focus 
on “death” is more abstract. What will become of human beings in a rapidly-shifting, 
unrecognizable culture—25 or 50 years from now—as foundational research in artifi-
cial intelligence makes it possible to upload individual consciousness into data-storing 
clouds, and thereby achieve digital immortality? What will happen if advancements 
in medicine make life-spans of 1,000 years common? Unquestionably, these paradig-
matic shifts will result in philosophical and religious changes to our perceptions of 
existence. A deeply thought-provoking look at the potentially far-reaching impact of 
future technology on humanity, this is highly recommended. Aud: H, C, P. (T. Keogh)
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charts”—all of which drive the filmmaker to 
despair (he seeks solace in watching online 
cat videos). Fox gets flickers of hope, however, 
from individual “climate warriors” and grass-
roots activists, like Chinese artist Wu Di or 
African tribal leader Joe Mwitumwa, whose 
communities refuse to surrender to industry. 
Still, when the year 2017 is cited here as a 
last chance to turn things around, beach-
front dancing and protest-folk-rapping do 
not instill a large degree of confidence. Also 
featuring interviewees Van Jones and author 
Bill McKibben, this environmental report 
from a concerned citizen is recommended. 
Aud: C, P. (C. Cassady)

Jackson HHH
(2016) 93 min. DVD: $95: public libraries & high 
schools; $395: colleges & universities. Girl Friday 
Films (www.jacksonthefilm.com/educational-use). 
PPR. Closed captioned.

Barbara Ehrenreich, who has written 
extensively about poverty in America, co-ex-
ecutive produced filmmaker Maisie Crow’s 
Showtime-aired documentary about abortion 
rights in the Deep South, which focuses on 
the struggles of Mississippi’s last abortion 
clinic. Anti-abortion organizations like 
Americans United for Life have been trying to 
shut down the Jackson Women’s Health Or-
ganization, while Republican governor Phil 
Bryant has been doing everything he can to 
eliminate abortion altogether. Clinic director 
Shannon Brewer, a mother of six, has to wend 
her way through protesters every day (she 
knows them so well that she calls them by 
name, asking them to move when they cross 
the line between public and private property). 
Due to TRAP (Targeted Regulation of Abor-
tion Providers) laws, resident OB-GYN Dr. 
Willie Parker must tell prospective patients 

that abortion can increase their risk of breast 
cancer even though no legitimate studies 
have established such a link. Mississippi also 
has 38 crisis pregnancy centers—Christian 
organizations that receive funding from 
anti-abortion groups and target low-income 
neighborhoods. April Jackson, a 24-year-old 
Walmart worker and single mother with four 
children, visits the Center for Pregnancy 
Choices, where they do an ultrasound and 
hand her a picture that features the words 
“Hi Mom.” Crow also spends time with crisis 
clinic manager Barbara Beavers, who per-
suades Jackson to bring her fifth pregnancy 
to term. Meanwhile, the abortion clinic risks 
closure. Still, while TRAP laws have hastened 
the demise of several abortion clinics in 
Texas, Brewer’s lives to fight another day. 
An alarming documentary on a perennial 
hot-button issue, this is recommended. Aud: 
C, P. (K. Fennessy)

Karl Marx City HHH
(2016) 89 min. In English & German w/English 
subtitles. DVD: $249 ($499 w/PPR). DRA. Bond 
Educator (avail. from www.filmmovement.com).

This very personal documentary by Petra 
Epperlein and her husband Michael Tucker 
is part investigation of a puzzling suicide 
and part examination of the system that 
lay behind the tragedy. The filmmakers 
draw on the archives of the Stasi (the East 
German secret police)—including ghostly 
surveillance footage of unsuspecting civil-
ians entering buildings or simply walking 
down the street—to illustrate the perva-
sively intrusive atmosphere that prevailed 
in the German Democratic Republic prior 
to the collapse of the Communist regime 
in 1990. Although Epperlein immigrated 
to the United States, her family remained 

in their hometown of Chemnitz, which 
had been renamed Karl-Marx-Stadt in 1953 
and remained so until 1990. In 1999, she 
received an enigmatic note written by her 
father before he hanged himself in the gar-
den of a family home, and she returned to 
Germany to investigate the circumstances 
of his death. Interviewing her mother, 
brothers, and neighbors, as well as experts 
on the Stasi’s operations, while also comb-
ing through the massive cache of records 
left behind, Epperlein learns that her father 
was troubled by anonymous accusations 
that he had conspired with the Stasi. Ep-
perlein’s search is presented in a very artsy 
fashion, with long, somber sequences of her 
traipsing through the grim city—brandish-
ing a large microphone on her arm—while 
Epperlein’s daughter Matilda ruminates in 
voiceover about her mother’s quest. But 
the film effectively conveys the oppressive 
feel of a totalitarian regime and its horrific 
consequences. Recommended. Aud: C, P. 
(F. Swietek)

No Room in Paradise HHH
(2017) 90 min. DVD: $50 ($125 w/PPR): public 
libraries; DVD or Blu-ray: $295 w/PPR: colleges 
& universities. DRA. Collective Eye Films. Closed 
captioned.

Hawaii may be paradise for some, but for 
a shocking number of homeless people the 
island of Oahu has become a challenge in 
basic survival. Filmmakers Anthony Aalto 
and Mike Hinchey’s documentary, designed 
to motivate state residents to support legis-
lative action on homelessness, is a work of 
advocacy journalism that carries a compel-
ling urgency. The images of scores of adults 
and children on busy, urban streets—not 
just hanging out or sleeping, but living in 
makeshift encampments—are disturbing. 
The filmmakers get to know many of these 
individuals, capturing stories about drug 
use, mental health crises, victimization, 
or the folly of having moved to Oahu 
from the mainland U.S. only to end up 
without work, a place to rent, or resources. 
No Room in Paradise also presents numer-
ous perspectives from government and 
city leaders (including Hawaii’s governor 
and Honolulu’s mayor), along with public 
health and housing professionals, on how 
to deal with these issues. What emerges is 
the fact that the lack of a master plan for 
coordinating services for the homeless is 
both costly and inefficient. It’s also clear 
that the people in charge of services are at 
the mercy of a state legislature that lacks 
both financial and political capital to pay 
for real solutions. What would help, they 
say, is a change in the public’s stance on 
homelessness, shifting from disdain and 
cynicism to a compassionate practicality. 
Although the film looks at trouble in one 
particular paradise, the issue is one that is 
being felt nationwide. Recommended. Aud: 
C, P. (T. Keogh)

National Bird HHH
(2016) 92 min. DVD: $95: public libraries; $295 w/PPR: colleges & 
universities. DRA. Ro*co Films Educational. Closed captioned.

Executive produced by Wim Wenders and Errol Morris, film-
maker Sonia Kennebeck’s PBS-aired Independent Lens documentary 
looks at the human toll of America’s drone war in Afghanistan. 
Touted by the Obama administration as a legal, precise way of 
killing insurgents—with minimal impact on U.S. and allied 
forces—the use of weaponized drones (according to this film) in 
fact inflicts death and destruction on countless innocents. What’s 
more, the responsibility for analyzing potential targets and firing 
missiles from drones—at times killing entire crowds of civilians—falls to young adults 
(ages 18 to 24) operating the weapons remotely, via satellite. Most of the documentary 
focuses on three veterans whose experiences in making life-and-death decisions about 
who and what to target has caused them deep psychological and emotional damage. 
Tormented by guilt, each of the vets seeks some form of redemption. Heather, a massage 
therapist, talks and writes about the horror of killing so many people, noting the appall-
ing indifference to collateral damage. Daniel, who transitioned from the military to the 
defense industry, reveals more than he should about drone strikes and ends up being 
investigated by the FBI. And Karen, who is also burdened by her past in drone warfare, 
travels annually to Afghanistan to help with charity work. Kennebeck also interweaves 
archival news material to provide context for how American citizens have been sold on 
this flawed, bloody approach to modern warfare. Recommended. Aud: C, P. (T. Keogh)
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Not Black Enough HHH
(2016) 83 min. DVD: individuals: $19.99; 
institutions: $59.99 ($249.99 w/PPR). Tracey 
Anarella (www.traceyanarella.com).

Filmmaker Tracey Anarella’s Not Black 
Enough asks tough questions about race 
relations within the black community, and 
features commentary from heavyweights 
such as Henry Louis Gates (who apparently 
tells his daughter to tell people to “kiss your 
black ass” if they question her validity), 
singers Vanessa L. Williams (with allusions to 
her Miss America win in 1983) and Florence 
LaRue of the 5th Dimension, and rapper Petey 
Pablo. Combining archival photos and clips 
to illustrate the many shades, styles, and 
realms of “blackness,” the film features several 
participants offering personal stories of being 
questioned or challenged for “acting white” or 
assimilating to a supposed culture. Covering 
topics including music, politics, hair, and the 
N-word, the experiences shared here provide 
an interesting look at learned behaviors, 
varying mindsets, and being true to one’s 
self. If you can overlook some ridiculous as-
pects, including a rant about Obama working 
for European masters, some hammer-over-
the-head intertitles of “Oreo”-style cookies 
(re: the pejorative term for being “white on 
the inside, black on the outside”), and a song 
about “beautiful blackness” that plays like 
a misguided music video—and I say all of 
this as a mixed-race woman myself—this is 
recommended. Aud: C, P. (J. Williams-Wood)

Not Without Us HHH
(2017) 72 min. DVD: $89: public libraries & high 
schools; $295: colleges & universities. DRA. The 
Video Project. PPR. Closed captioned.

Mark Decena’s documentary centers on a 
network of international grassroots groups at-
tempting to exert influence on governments 
participating in the 21st United Nations 
Climate Change Conference in Paris in 2015, 
which resulted in the landmark Paris Accords 
that boldly addressed efforts to combat cli-
mate change. Not Without Us backtracks to 
nine months before the conference, when 
informal meetings held in Tunisia attract a 
variety of experts to discuss the impact of 
climate change, with a particular focus on 
how indigenous populations are finding 
their cultures altered by environmental 
disruptions. Also discussed is the role that 
oil corporations have on governments and 
on the United Nations’ efforts to battle cli-
mate change. Complicating matters are the 
grassroots groups who conduct protests in 
Paris while the talks are underway (a terrorist 
attack in the French capital two weeks before 
the event drastically changed the security 
situation, effectively silencing protestors who 
wanted to use public spaces to be seen and 
heard). Decena’s film offers an interesting 
look at outside forces trying—sometimes, it 
seems, in vain—to become equal partners in a 
process where their input is neither requested 

nor desired by the world’s power brokers. The 
Trump administration’s widely reviled deci-
sion to pull the U.S out of the Paris Accords 
agreement makes this a highly relevant docu-
mentary. Also featuring a 56-minute abridged 
cut, this is recommended. Aud: C, P. (P. Hall)

Ovarian Psycos HHH
(2016) 72 min. DVD: $89: public libraries, $395: 
colleges & universities. Women Make Movies. PPR.

In this PBS-aired Independent Lens docu-
mentary, co-directors Joanna Sokolowski and 
Kate Trumbull-Lavalle profile the Ovarian 
Psycos, a Latina activist bicycle brigade based 
in East Los Angeles. To provide context, the 
filmmakers include excerpts from archival 
films and news stories about Latino activism 
in the area. Xela de la X, founder of the Psy-
cos, is a rapper and single mother. Andi Xoch 
and Joss the Boss are original members, while 
21-year-old Evie is new to the group. Mothers 
weigh in here, with one wanting more for her 
daughter than cleaning jobs, and another 
taking exception to the explicit language that 
the brigade uses to promote their activities. In 
structure, the leadership resembles the Black 
Panthers, which isn’t completely surprising 
since they take inspiration from the Brown 
Berets, a Latino response to the Panthers. 
Author Maylei Blackwell (¡Chicana Power!), 
the film’s adviser, notes that the Psycos also 
draw from riot grrrl and gang culture. On 
the night of each full moon, the women ride 
through the more dangerous parts of the city, 
spurring criticism from all sides, including 
male observers who feel excluded, and chil-
dren—like Xela’s 9-year-old daughter—who 

don’t feel their mothers are home enough. By 
the end, one woman has moved up through 
the ranks, while two others have curtailed 
their involvement, but all have gained con-
fidence from interactions with women just 
as eager to embrace their culture as they are 
to escape the oppressive poverty and patriar-
chal social system. Recommended. Aud: C, P.  
(K. Fennessy)

Snow Monkey HHH1/2
(2015) 148 min. In Arabic, English & Pashtu w/
English subtitles. DVD: $300. DRA. Film Platform 
(avail. from www.filmplatform.net). PPR.

Australian filmmaker/photojournalist 
George Gittoes’s challenging film overturns 
stereotypes about chaos-torn Afghanistan 
using a blend of nonfiction and dramatic 
confabulation. Yellow House is a collective 
in Jalalabad that employs art, theatrics, stunt-
work, and creative fun as a refuge and haven 
for semi-feral street children. Boys who would 
routinely prey on each other or be drawn to 
violence thus learn to cooperate, and here 
they open up in interviews for the gentle, 
avuncular Gittoes. In return, these kids help 
out by selling DIY Yellow House movies 
(starring local idol Amir Shah Talash) on 
the streets (one industrious boy nicknamed 
Snow Monkey sells ice cream). From early 
scenes of decapitations and animal butchery 
to the braggadocio of gang youth—who can 
simultaneously seem fearsome and inno-
cent—viewers are kept guessing as to what 
is real, what is role-playing, and what stories 
are freestyled around actual events (most 
stunning, a frightful and gory Kabul bank 

The Talk: Race in America HHH
(2017) 120 min. DVD: $24.99 ($54.99 w/PPR). PBS Video. ISBN: 978-1-
5317-0033-1.

The titular talk refers to the conversation that most black 
parents feel they must have with their children about possible 
encounters with the police. Kids are told not to make any sudden 
moves, keep hands in view at all times, and don’t argue or talk 
back. Unfortunately, even these precautions have not prevented 
an alarming number of tragic police-related shootings in recent 
years. Filmmakers Sam Pollard’s PBS-aired documentary describes 
the “survival conversation” that wasn’t supposed to be necessary 

in the much-hyped post-racial society that many predicted would arrive after Obama 
was elected president in 2008. Despite comprising only about 6 percent of the nation’s 
population, some 33 percent of police shooting victims are African American, and 
the situation is almost as bad in the Hispanic community. In 2014, 12-year-old Tamir 
Rice was shot and killed when he pointed a toy gun at police and bystanders, and new 
cases continue to arise. Everyone, it seems, has a gun, and domestic arguments and 
traffic stops can get ugly fast, with profanities and arguments flying hot and heavy 
on both sides. Some accuse the police of being “badge heavy,” i.e., using their badge 
as a kind of club, while police say it’s “better to be tried by 12, than carried by six.” 
The Talk puts out a call for cultural diversity education with an emphasis on real-life 
street training—not just academy experience. People want to see more accountability, 
with more minority officers patrolling black communities. The documentary includes 
comments from actress Rosie Perez, film director John Singleton, and police officers who 
believe in the need for a renewed commitment to having a “servant’s heart.” Offering a 
good starting point for a candid discussion, this is recommended. Aud: H, C, P. (S. Rees)
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ENVIRONMENTAL FILMS
DVDs  |  Streaming

ESTEEM The Power of Vulnerability suggests that our 
destruction of the earth is a mirror of humanity’s psycho-
logical and emotional state, and shows how we can heal this 
wound with vulnerability, compassion, love and mindfulness.

LIFE IS ONE The Return to the Wild for 3 Sun Bear Cubs is 
told by the foster parent of these cubs who accompanied them 
to their independence. Viewers are placed in total immersion 
with the bears in the Indonesian rainforest.

From director Patrick Rouxel (GREEN and ALMA)

From the director of SURVIVING EARTH and ANIMA MUNDI
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Available exclusively from

www.ActionLibraryMedia.com

Highly Recommended
~Video Librarian

Lincoln’s Greatest Speech

From Best-Selling Lincoln biographer 
Ronald C. White and Emmy-winning 

director Ken Kebow comes

Bystander Intervention: Putting a Stop to Sexual Assault 
HHHH
(2017) 21 min. DVD: $149.95 (teacher’s guide included). Human 
Relations Media. PPR. Closed captioned. ISBN: 978-1-62706-064-6.

This excellent guidance program provides viewers with help-
ful skills for stepping in safely when faced with an instance of 
sexual assault (with a sensible disclaimer not to put one’s self at 
risk). Two hosts are referred back to often (with clips from experts 
Robert Eckstein of the University of New Hampshire and social 
worker Amy Edelstein) as they pick apart an alcohol-fueled teen 
party scenario in which a boor becomes aggressive—trying to get 
a girl to drink and separate her from the group—while two male and female partygoers 
watch worriedly. Exploring ways to reduce the risk of sexual assaults (while noting 
that one in fi ve females will be assaulted each year), Bystander Intervention explores 
the concept of “active bystanders,” showing viewers several options: distracting either 
the perpetrator or victim (in order to get the latter away), telling it “like it is” (if one 
happens to know the perpetrator and can help diffuse the situation), and calling a 
trusted adult, the police, or other security member if the situation can’t be handled 
safely. Also offering advice on how to support a friend recovering from a bad experi-
ence, this exceptional program includes a PDF teacher’s guide. Highly recommended. 
Editor’s Choice. Aud: H, C, P. (J. Williams-Wood)

partners, as the show’s primary attention is 
on the job itself and the overall mission. A 
solid behind-the-scenes documentary series 
with an interesting compare-and-contrast 
global slant, this is recommended. Aud: C, 
P. (T. Keogh)

The Road to Reentry: Meeting Your Basic 
Needs HHH
(2016) 23 min. DVD: $149. DRA. JIST Career 
Solutions. PPR. Closed captioned. ISBN: 978-1-
63332-149-6.

According to the U.S Bureau of Justice 

Statistics, two-thirds of former inmates will 
be rearrested within three years of release. 
Having a plan to meet basic needs of the 
newly freed is one way to help stop the 
revolving door of recidivism. Centered on 
the essentials of housing, transportation, 
clothing, identifi cation, and other necessities, 
The Road to Reentry: Meeting Your Basic Needs 
features interviews with professionals in 
the correction system and former prisoners, 
who offer straightforward instruction and 
advice on building a new life on the outside. 
In prison, food and shelter are a given, but 
many former prisoners have an extremely 
hard time adjusting to a life of choices in 
the wider society. The key is to anticipate 
needs, create a plan, and then stick to it. Even 
homecomings can be diffi cult: one woman 
interviewed here decided to move back into 
her parents’ home so that her children could 
get into a good school district, but she knew 
it would be diffi cult, noting that “there were 
issues I had to deal with like trust and my 
mom bringing up diffi cult things from the 
past.” Putting the needs of her family before 
her own helped her prepare for tough conver-
sations and situations. For others, however, 
going “home” is a bad plan, especially if one 
will be surrounded by people and situations 
that led to incarceration. Since a fi rst job upon 
release may not be in walking distance, trans-

The following films based on books are 
slated to open during July and August. 
Movie release dates are subject to change.

Coming in July

Atomic Blonde (July 
28) is based on Antony 
Johnston’s 2012 graph-
ic novel The Coldest 
City. Directed by David 
Leitch, the film features 
a star-studded cast that 
includes Charlize Ther-
on, James McAvoy, John 
Goodman, Toby Jones, and Sofia Boutella.

Coming in August

T he  Da rk  Tower 
(Aug. 4) is inspired by 
horror master Stephen 
King’s 1982-2004 dark 
fantasy series. Directed 
by Nikolaj Arcel, the film 
stars Idris Elba, Matthew 
McConaughey, Kath-
eryn Winnick, Jackie 
Earle Haley, and Abbey Lee.

The Glass  Cast le 
(Aug. 11) is based on the 
New York Times bestsell-
ing 2005 memoir by gos-
sip columnist and jour-
nalist Jeannette Walls. 
Directed by Destin Dan-
iel Cretton, this family 
drama stars Woody Har-
relson, Naomi Watts, Max Greenfield, and 
Brie Larson as Walls.

Tulip Fever  (Aug. 
25) is an adaptation of  
Deborah Moggach’s 
1999 novel. Directed 
by Justin Chadwick, 
this Netherlands-set 
17th-century drama 
stars Alicia Vikander, 
Dane DeHaan, Zach Gal-
ifianakis, Judi Dench, 
Christoph Waltz, and Cara Delevingne.

Looking Ahead

Slated for September 
is It, based on Stephen 
King’s 1986 epic horror 
novel. Directed by An-
drés Muschietti, the film 
stars Jaeden Lieberher, 
Sophia Lillis, and Bill 
Skarsgård as murderous 
Pennywise the clown.

Also scheduled for 
September is Ameri-
can Assassin, based on 
Vince Flynn’s 2010 spy 
action thriller. Directed 
by Michael Cuesta, the 
film stars Michael Kea-
ton, Sanaa Lathan, Tay-
lor Kitsch, and Dylan 
O’Brien as counterterrorist agent Mitch 
Rapp.

Also arriving in Sep-
tember is Victoria & 
Abdul, about the re-
lat ionship between 
Queen Victoria and 
Indian servant Abdul 
Karim, based on the 
2010 nonfiction book 
by Shrabani Basu. Di-
rected by Stephen Frears, the film stars 
Judi Dench, Ali Fazal, Eddie Izzard, and 
Olivia Williams.

Slated for October 
is The Mountain Be-
tween Us, an adaptation 
of Charles Martin’s 2010 
wilderness survival ro-
mance novel. Directed 
by Hany Abu-Assad, the 
film stars Idris Elba, Kate 
Winslet, Dermot Mul-
roney, and Beau Bridges.

Also coming in Oc-
tober is the oft-resched-
uled Same Kind of 
Different As Me, based 
on the 2006 New York 
Times nonfiction best-
seller by Ron Hall, Den-
ver Moore, and Lynn 
Vincent, subtitled “A 
Modern-Day Slave, an International Art 
Dealer, and the Unlikely Woman Who 
Bound Them Together.” Directed by 
Michael Carney, the drama stars Renée 
Zellweger, Djimon Hounsou, and Greg 
Kinnear.

A l s o  a r r i v i n g  i n 
October is The Snow-
man ,  based on the 
2007 seventh novel 
in Norwegian crime 
author Jo Nesbø’s pop-
ular Harry Hole series. 
Directed by Tomas Al-
fredson, the film stars 
Michael Fassbender, J.K. Simmons, 
Chloë Sevigny, Rebecca Ferguson, 
Charlotte Gainsbourg, Val Kilmer, and 
Jamie Clayton.

bombing, filmed at ground zero by the 
kids). When an Afghan Taliban rep visits 
Yellow House and claims not only that 
his sect is peaceful but also that rampant 
Islamist terrorism is being perpetrated by 
Pakistani infiltrators, viewers will be unsure 
of what to believe. Regardless, Snow Monkey 
presents the children and adults living in a 
much-demonized and war-wounded culture 
with heartbreaking humanity. Highly rec-
ommended. Aud: C, P. (C. Cassady)

Sonita HHH
(2015) 91 min. In English & Farsi w/English 
subtitles. DVD: $89: public libraries, $395: colleges 
& universities. Women Make Movies. PPR.

Sonita, an Afghan-born rapper, gives 
voice to the concerns of young women. 
Small, but feisty, Sonita lives in Tehran 
with her sister and niece. Aside from two 
brothers, the rest of the family lives in 
Afghanistan. As the documentary begins, 
she’s on the verge of eviction. Sonita tries 
to kick-start her hip-hop career while look-
ing for a new apartment, but has trouble 
finding anyone willing to take a risk on an 
undocumented immigrant. It also angers 
the 18-year-old that so many of her friends 
are in arranged marriages determined by 
dowry. “We don’t have prices like sheep,” 
she tells one prospective bride. Although 

her brothers don’t beat her, one rips up her 
pop star posters when she refuses to return 
to Afghanistan to marry. Iranian law also 
forbids her from performing solo, so she 
sings with a friend, although she writes 
all of their material. Sonita’s widowed 
mother, who travels to Tehran to bring 
her home, disapproves of her daughter’s 
musical aspirations. She plans to sell Sonita 
to a husband in order to pay for her son’s 
wedding, so her daughter looks for alternate 
ways to raise money. She even pleads with 
director Rokhsareh Ghaem Maghami to 
help. While Sonita is a documentary and 
not a thriller, things do get rather twisty, 
with tears, treacherous trips, and surpris-
ing news from the United States. And in 
assisting her subject, Maghami crosses 
the line between filmmaker and friend, 
but her cautiously optimistic film would 
surely have come to a more pessimistic 
end otherwise. Recommended. Aud: C, P.  
(K. Fennessy)

The Stairs HHH
(2016) 95 min. DVD: $375. Grasshopper Film. 
PPR.

The title of filmmaker Hugh Gibson’s 
documentary about the challenges of over-
coming drug addiction implicitly refers to 
the steps that addicts must climb to achieve 

sobriety, but it also references a particular 
stairwell in the Regent Park neighborhood 
of Toronto, where a once-groundbreaking 
housing project is now aging and deteriorat-
ing. Gibson concentrates on three workers at 
the local community health center, all former 
substance abusers trying to help others while 
struggling to stay clean themselves (and oc-
casionally backsliding). Voluble Marty chats 
nervously about his life and troubles, which 
often stem from having a short temper that 
can lead him to strike out. Sad-faced Roxanne 
discusses her earlier life in the sex trade with 
brutal honesty, describing encounters that go 
far in explaining why she would have tried 
to lose herself in a drug-induced haze. And 
burly Greg still bears scars from an encounter 
with police, but his chances of winning the 
court case that he lodged against the cops are 
threatened by his repeated disappearances, 
which are brought on by a search for cocaine 
that he is quite upfront about. As the three 
discuss—over the course of several years’ 
filming—the details of their shattered lives 
and their difficulties in trying to rebuild 
them, the enormity of the larger social prob-
lem they represent is brought home with 
remarkable force. The Stairs is not an easy film 
to watch, but it puts a human face on a subject 
that is too often presented in dry, abstract 
terms. Recommended. Aud: C, P. (F. Swietek)
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Tashi and the Monk HHH
(2016) 40 min. DVD: $30 ($125 w/PPR): public 
libraries; DVD or Blu-ray: $295 w/PPR: colleges & 
universities. DRA. Collective Eye Films.

Filmmakers Andrew Hinton and Johnny 
Burke’s Tashi and the Monk centers on an 
eminent humanitarian figure in Tibetan 
Buddhism (who is not a certain Dalai Lama): 
Lobsang Phuntsok, a once unwanted boy 
who was written off as incorrigible and left 
at a monastery. Phuntsok matured and be-
came deeply concerned with the welfare of 
other lost children. Leaving the temple life, 
he founded the Jhamtse Gatsai Children’s 
Home in the Himalayan foothills of northern 
India, a commune-like haven that emphasizes 
mutual support and compassion—as opposed 
to professional counselors and career social 
workers. Five-year-old Tashi Drolma is a 
spirited girl troublemaker, a newcomer to 
the community, although much of the real 
drama here lies instead in the heartache of 
desperate families whose surplus kids, unlike 
Tashi, do not make it into Jhamtse Gatsai’s 
small population. DVD extras include audio 
commentary by the directors, bonus inter-
views, additional scenes, and short films 
about Jhamtse Gatsai. Opening a window 
onto the plight of the impoverished in a part 
of the world more associated with mountain-
eering adventure and visual splendor, this is 
recommended. Aud: C, P. (C. Cassady)

Three Sisters HHH
(2012) 160 min. In Mandarin & Yunnan w/
English subtitles. DVD: $29.98 ($350 w/PPR from 
www.icarusfilms.com). Icarus Films Home Video 
(available from most distributors).

A near-three-hour documentary about 
peasant life in contemporary China might 
sound daunting, but Wang Bing’s Three Sis-
ters is fascinating, touching, and ultimately 
devastating. The title invites comparison to 
Chekhov’s famous play, but the siblings here 
are very different. Ten-year old Yingying, 
6-year-old Zhenzhen, and 4-year-old Fenfen 
live in Xiyangtang, a tiny, impoverished 
village in China’s Yunnan province, near 
the border with Myanmar. The girls’ mother 
abandoned the family, and their father, 
Sun Shunbao, spends most of his time in 
the nearby town of Tonghai trying to find 
work. That leaves the children in the care 
of a grandfather and aunt, who Yingying 
helps in caring for the family’s pigs, sheep, 
and chickens, while also collecting dung for 
fires and potatoes in baskets—backbreaking 
work at her age. Yingying must see to her 
younger sisters as well as her chores, leading 
to exhaustion that makes it impossible for her 
to keep up with her studies. When Shunbao 
takes Zhenzhen and Fenfen to Tonghai with 
him, Yingying must also deal with loneliness, 
and her profound sadness is palpable. Eventu-
ally, Shunbao returns and the family attends 
a celebration with a grand-uncle in a nearby 
village, where the elders grumble about how 

their lot inexorably grows worse even as the 
government proclaims unrivaled economic 
progress in the countryside. Wang’s decep-
tively simple, observational approach and 
repetitive style capture moments of striking 
poignancy. And the truthfulness of the por-
trait he draws of the marginalized and forgot-
ten peasantry in a China that is supposedly 
rocketing into modernity no doubt explains 
why this documentary has been banned by 
Chinese authorities. Also featuring a booklet 
with an essay on Bing’s career by film critic 
Nick Pinkerton, this is recommended. Aud: 
C, P. (F. Swietek)

Trapped HHH
(2016) 83 min. DVD: $95: public libraries; $395 
w/PPR: colleges & universities. DRA. Ro*co Films 
Educational. Closed captioned.

Filmmaker Dawn Porter’s PBS-aired In-
dependent Lens documentary provides an 
illuminating, if also dispiriting look at TRAP 
(Targeted Regulation of Abortion Providers) 
laws. Since 2010, there have been 250 laws 
passed that restrict abortion clinics and pro-
viders and are clearly intended to curtail abor-
tion. Porter profiles three clinics in Alabama, 
with a special focus on Tuscaloosa’s West 
Alabama Women’s Center. Unable to comply 
with new restrictions, the center suspends 
operations, directing clients to the other two 
clinics in a state with only five doctors who 
perform abortions. Gloria Gray, owner of the 
Tuscaloosa center, states, “Closing the clinics 
is not going to stop abortions. It’s just that 
they are not going to be safe and legal.” She 
fears that she may not be able to reopen, so 
she sues the Alabama Department of Public 
Health. Due to clinic closures in Texas and 

other states, Alabama already has enough 
trouble meeting a demand that includes 
patients from outside its borders. One clinic 
has to turn away a 13-year-old rape victim 
when they can’t find an anesthesiologist in 
time. Although June Ayers has been able to 
keep her Montgomery clinic Reproductive 
Health Services open since 1985, she has to 
be vigilant, particularly as some of the reg-
ulations don’t even make sense. The other 
clinic, Alabama’s Women’s Center, LLC, has 
had to move due to restrictions, but owner 
Dr. Dalton Johnson vows to do what it takes 
to stay open. Porter ends on a positive note 
with several victories, most due to the efforts 
of The Center for Reproductive Rights, but 
more legal battles surely await. Recommend-
ed. Aud: C, P. (K. Fennessy)

Vietnamerica HHH1/2
(2016) 90 min. DVD: $20. Vietnamese American 
Heritage Foundation (dist. by The AV Cafe).

Scott Edwards’s documentary follows the 
journey of Nguyen Tien Hoa, a martial arts 
master who escaped Vietnam as part of the 
massive boat people exodus, as he returns 
to Southeast Asia to seek emotional closure. 
Hoa escaped from Vietnam in a boat together 
with 75 family members and friends, but the 
craft was captured by Thai pirates and he be-
came the sole passenger to survive a horrific 
assault. Four decades later, after establishing 
a new life in the United States, Hoa goes back 
to search for the graves of his wife and two 
children. Hoa’s odyssey, which carries him 
across Thailand and Malaysia, and his efforts 
to overcome grief through his martial arts 
education are used as a backdrop to describe 
the Vietnamese diaspora during the boat 

To the Ends of the Earth HHH1/2
(2016) 80 min. DVD: $39: public libraries; $89: high schools; $195: 
colleges & universities. DRA. Green Planet Films. PPR. Closed captioned.

A financial analyst who studies energy companies uses the 
analogy of a maxed-out credit card here to sum up the state of 
the energy industry regarding fossil fuel production. Narrated 
by Emma Thompson, filmmaker David Lavallée’s documentary 
argues that the era of cheap energy—which began at the dawn 
of the Industrial Age and ushered in the modern world, as well 
as environmental devastation—has come to a close. The most 
accessible oil is largely depleted, forcing fuel companies to look 

elsewhere for profits to satisfy investors. Their solution: go to extreme lengths by 
spending enormous amounts of money, using up loads of hydroelectric and natural gas 
power, and causing more damage to the natural world—just to extract enough oil to 
satisfy a few years’ worth of demand. Like junkies, oil producers will now go anywhere 
and everywhere on the planet to find what they need. Whether in ecologically sensitive 
areas such as the Arctic, or at the bottom of the ocean, oil companies aggressively hunt 
oil, leading to the destruction of wildlife and pollution of land and water. To the Ends 
of the Earth also details the hazards of fracking and shale oil production, as well as how 
governments are enabling these dangerous practices using taxpayer dollars (a contro-
versial hydroelectric dam in British Columbia is a public works program that primarily 
provides power to frackers). Rays of hope exist, as people are becoming more educated 
on these issues and pushing back through activism, protests, and civil disobedience. 
Offering a powerful look at the exorbitant environmental costs of outdated fossil fuel 
energy, this is highly recommended. Aud: H, C, P. (T. Keogh)
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@50
Now available for Educational Streaming  
twn.tugg.com and www.twn.org

PROGRESSIVE AND RADICAL MEDIA
MEDIA BY AND ABOUT PEOPLE OF COLOR
Black Panther - El Pueblo Se Levanta - People’s War
The Woman’s Film - Janie’s Janie - Make-Out
From Spikes to Spindles - Teach Our Children
To Love, Honor & Obey - A Litany for Survival 
The Women Outside - Dreams Deferred
A Dream Is What You Wake up From - and more

people years. The fi lm also looks at success-
ful efforts of some refugees to create bold 
new lives on American soil—most notably 
Viet Luong, the fi rst Vietnamese-American 
general in the U.S. Army, and military 
scientist Nguyet Anh Duong. Vietnamerica 
is an expanded version of Edwards’s 2015 
festival-award-winning short Master Hoa’s 
Requiem. A trenchant, inspiring, and mov-
ing portrait, this is highly recommended. 
Aud: C, P. (P. Hall)

Volta à Terra (Back to the Land) ★★★
(2016) 78 min. DVD: $24.99: individuals; $99: 
high schools & public libraries; $349: colleges & 
universities. DRA. First Pond Entertainment. PPR.

Could it be that the most profane farmers 
in the world live in a tiny mountainous vil-
lage in northern Portugal? Filmmaker João 
Pedro Plácido’s documentary Volta à Terra 
(Back to the Land) captures a community 
of potty-mouthed subsistence farmers who 
swear at everything: their beasts of burden, 
machines, tools, and one another. But it’s no 
wonder: these folks—the remnants of a much 
larger population of rural farmers who have 
left the area due to the pressures of a free mar-
ket—work incredibly hard during any given 
season, from shearing sheep to tilling the soil 
to harvesting. The farmers, who purposely 
use the rustic equipment of their ancestors, 

seem determined to do things in a traditional 
manner, rejecting modernity. At the center of 
the fi lm is young Daniel, a peasant slated to 
inherit the family farm and all of the respon-
sibility for it, a destiny that weighs heavily on 

Unlocking the Cage ★★★
(2016) 91 min. DVD: $24.95. First Run Features (avail. from most 
distributors).

How far should animal rights extend? That is the fundamental 
question posed in this intriguing HBO-aired documentary by 
D.A. Pennebaker and Chris Hegedus. The focus is on the Non-
human Rights Project, which aims to secure legal “personhood” 
for animals—or at least certain species—or, failing that, to use 
the judicial system to educate the public about the organization’s 
mission. Unlocking the Cage follows attorney Steven Wise as he 
prods courts to issue a writ of habeas corpus—designed to free 

the wrongly imprisoned—on behalf of one of his nonhuman clients, thereby effec-
tively recognizing the client’s status as a legal person. Such a precedent could then be 
expansively employed, extended fi rst to species such as apes, elephants, dolphins, and 
whales, and then perhaps to dogs, cats, and other animals. Eventually, Wise settles on 
several chimpanzee couples kept either as pets or for research purposes, who he argues 
should be freed or at least transferred to a sanctuary. Pennebaker and Hegedus follow 
Wise as he huddles with other lawyers and scientists specializing in animal behavior 
to craft court presentations in an effort to persuade judges to take what would be a rev-
olutionary legal step. Unlocking the Cage offers no easy answers about the issues it raises 
concerning the ethical treatment of animals, but it make these arguments engaging 
food for thought by packaging them in what amounts to a legal thriller. Extras include 
a music video. Recommended. Aud: H, C, P. (F. Swietek)

him until he begins to think about girls, love, 
and other possibilities for his life. While that 
tension between duty and desire makes for an 
interesting narrative, the fi lm also offers a big-
ger picture of a collective of farming families 
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who make practical decisions together and 
even occasionally celebrate. Recommended. 
Aud: C, P. (T. Keogh)

Wrestling Alligators: The New Seminole 
Wars HHH
(2016) 87 min. DVD: $79: public libraries & 
high schools; $350 w/PPR: colleges & universities. 
Seventh Art Releasing.

James E. Billie, the colorful star of film-
maker Andrew Shea’s documentary grew up 
in Florida but never knew his white father. 
After Billie’s Seminole mother died, he went 
to live with the family of future council 
member Max Osceola, his surrogate broth-
er. The title comes from the fact that Billie 
wrestled alligators for money—until one took 
a finger. After two tours in Vietnam, Billie 
became chairman of the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida, and also launched a side career as a 
Grammy-nominated singer-songwriter. Tired 
of seeing his tribe plead with the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs for money, Billie decided to give 
bingo a try. Since many tribal members are 
anti-gambling Southern Baptists, they try to 
impeach him, but their coffers grow quickly. 
The Broward County sheriff also tries to shut 
the operation down, but the reservation’s 
sovereign nation status wins the day. Billie 
does get into trouble when he kills a panther, 
a violation of the Endangered Species Act. 
And he faces more legal challenges when 
he attempts to get into the casino business, 
although he ultimately forms an alignment 
with the Hard Rock Café. From start to fin-
ish, Billie’s life makes for a fascinating story 
with numerous twists and turns, while the 
extensive use of archival materials will attract 
those interested in Native American history. 
Recommended. Aud: C, P. (K. Fennessy)

Check-In, Check-Out: Second Edition 
HHH
(2017) 27 min. DVD: $65. Guilford Publications. 
PPR. ISBN: 978-1-4625-2458-7.

This video primer focuses on an inno-
vative program for addressing the needs of 
students (elementary through high school) 
who fall into the “second-tier intervention” 
category for behavioral problems, outlining 
specific measures for decreasing issues and 
increasing success. An evidence-based pro-
gram, Check-In, Check-Out is a proactive tool 
for giving kids goals throughout the school 
day, followed by direct feedback about how 
they are doing behaviorally and productive-
ly. Students start their morning in a brief 
meeting with a “monitor,” who hands them a 
fresh evaluation sheet with target goals and a 
rating system. At day’s end, the monitor tells 
kids how they did and assigns commensurate 
ratings. In between, students continue to 
receive feedback from a variety of school 

E D U C A T I O N

personnel (teachers, office staff). Finally, the 
progress sheets with marked ratings are sent 
home with students to be seen by parents 
or guardians. A number of rewards and in-
centives can be made available to students 
whose ratings reach weekly milestones. This 
video touts the program as a proven method 
for curtailing all kinds of problems while 
also heightening the likelihood of student 
success. It certainly makes a persuasive case 
for doing more upfront to help kids rather 
than having to pick up the pieces from their 
failures. Recommended. Aud: C, P. (T. Keogh)

How to Prepare for Prison HHH
(2016) 84 min. DVD: $79: public libraries; 
$350 w/PPR: colleges & universities. Seventh Art 
Releasing.

A sobering documentary about what it is 
like to psychologically steel oneself for the 
possibility of a conviction, sentencing, and 
incarceration for serious charges, How to Pre-
pare for Prison, shot over three years, follows 
the cases of three Canadians. Joe, a contrac-
tor whose factory harbored a large growing 
operation for marijuana plants, claims to be 
innocent. He’s a family man with a wife and 
three kids who worry about how they will 
get by if he goes to prison. Christy, a career 
woman who embezzled almost a million 
dollars from her employer, is not allowed to 
discuss her case with her own father as she 
moves through the system toward imprison-
ment. Demarco, a gay college-age student, 
assaulted a young woman who taunted him 

Starving the Beast HHH
(2017) 95 min. DVD: $59.95 ($299 w/PPR from edu.passionriver.com). 
Passion River (avail. from most distributors).

Ever wonder how public universities became so expensive that 
students must take on loans that saddle them with huge debts? 
Filmmaker Steve Mims’s documentary recounts the origins of a 
state-by-state movement in the U.S. to undercut crucial funding 
for higher education. Going back to the time of Thomas Jefferson 
and John Adams, tax-funded public universities were considered 
important to civic engagement and an avenue to good jobs in 
America, but these longstanding assumptions gradually fell to a 

rapacious Tea Party mentality. Starving the Beast traces the rise of a new way of think-
ing about higher ed: namely, college should be considered a business and students as 
customers. In state houses and governors’ offices, this convenient shift toward free 
market measures provided political cover for massive cuts to schools, the destruction 
of tenure for faculty members, and unqualified judgments by non-experts about the 
relative value of one field of study over another. “Shakespeare? Yes. Faulkner? Maybe,” 
says Jeff Sandefer, a former business professor who played a large role in the changes. 
Besides Sandefer, Mims presents new and archival footage of anti-tax guru Grover 
Norquist, billionaire David Koch, and Democratic operative James Carville, who offer 
perspectives from both sides. Mims traces the popularity of this development from 
where it began in Texas to Louisiana, North Carolina, and Wisconsin, the latter prov-
ing—under Governor Scott Walker—to be a hostile landscape not only for higher ed 
but also for public service employees, unions, and collective bargaining. This timely 
documentary brings the whole sad story into focus. Recommended. Aud: C, P. (T. Keogh)

L A W  &  C R I M E

about his sexuality. Each of the three are 
overwhelmed by the prospect of separation 
from loved ones and what sort of brutality 
and dehumanizing experiences they will 
face behind bars. Director Matt Gallagher 
interweaves these parallel stories expertly, 
with a sense of growing despair among the 
accused. Of the three, the most compelling is 
Christy’s, as she hires a “prison consultant” 
(a fascinating ex-con who spent years in jail) 
to counsel her on what to expect and how to 
survive lockup. An unusual true crime docu-
mentary that also makes a humanitarian plea, 
this is recommended. Aud: C, P. (T. Keogh)

The Prison in Twelve Landscapes HHH
(2016) 87 min. DVD: $375. Grasshopper Film. 
PPR.

Many documentaries explore America’s 
ever-expanding and deeply troubled prison 
system, most often in terms of incarceration 
statistics and/or stark portraits of life behind 
bars. Filmmaker Brett Story takes a very differ-
ent approach: in a dozen segments bookend-
ed by impressionistic sequences showing peo-
ple travelling by bus to visit inmates at Attica 
(overlaid with recorded phone messages to 
imprisoned relatives), Story obliquely assesses 
the effect that America’s penchant for jailing 
people has had on the culture as a whole. She 
begins with a monologue by a chess player 
in a New York park who learned the game 
in prison, and she ends up in Missouri’s St. 
Louis County (home to Ferguson), where 
black motorists complain about the unequal 
enforcement of traffic laws, and one woman 
relates a horrifying tale of her arrest for not 
properly securing a trashcan lid. Other epi-
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2017 New Releases

www.darkhollowfilms.com

S E E D  &  S P R O U T :  
G R O W I N G  T H E  F O O D  

R E S C U E  R E V O L U T I O N
Can ordinary people end hunger by redistribu-
ting a small percentage of wasted food flooding 
our food system and dumping grounds? This 
film follows eight innovative food rescue 
initiatives in an effort to find out.

A D H D :  N O T  J U S T  F O R  K I D S
Specialists and researchers provide insights on 
the current science and treatments of Attention 
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder.

1 2  M O N T H S
A Los Angeles man rents his home for the entire 
year for $1 per month to help a family he has 
never met get back on their feet.

sodes introduce a female inmate who fights 
wildfires as a volunteer, a man who prepares 
prison care packages, and a recently-released 
convict who makes observations as he watch-
es old buildings being demolished during the 
current “Detroit Renaissance.” Also featured 
are comments from Kentuckians welcoming 
the jobs created by a nearby prison, and 
Californians describing playgrounds that are 
specifically designed to deter registered sex 
offenders. Employing camerawork that fre-
quently shifts into a near-hallucinatory mode, 
and an unusually evocative soundtrack, 
Story’s indirect approach more powerfully 
conveys the impact of mass incarceration on 
American society than would a dry recitation 
of facts and figures. Recommended. Aud: C, 
P. (F. Swietek)

Starless Dreams HHH
(2016) 76 min. In Persian w/English subtitles. 
DVD: $99.95: public libraries; $350: colleges & 
universities. The Cinema Guild. PPR.

This entry in Mehrdad Oskouei’s trilogy 
on youth in Iran’s justice system—following 
It’s Always Late for Freedom (2007) and The 
Last Days of Winter (2011)—focuses on teen-
age girls at a rehabilitation and correction 
center. This facility looks nothing like the 
stereotypical Iranian prison: the girls enjoy 
pizza parties, play Truth or Dare, and engage 
in snowball fights. Indeed, at times the place 
has the atmosphere of a happy sorority 
rather than a hijab-clad version of Orange Is 
the New Black. But once Oskouei begins to 
show the girls being interviewed about the 
circumstances that led to their incarceration, 
the mood turns more somber. Some are 
mildly elusive in recalling how they wound 
up arrested, while others bluntly describe 
their circumstances. One girl insists on being 
called 651, a reference to the grams of cocaine 
that she was found transporting at the time 
of her apprehension by police. Nearly all of 

Stealing Charlie Chaplin HHH1/2
(2016) 72 min. DVD: $19.99. Virgil Films (avail. from most distributors). 
Closed captioned.

In March 1978, three months after silent comedy legend 
Charlie Chaplin died, his body was exhumed by robbers from 
his grave in Corsier-sur-Vevey, Switzerland. The local police found 
no clues at the crime scene and, initially, no suspects for this 
highly bizarre event. Philip Boatswain’s documentary traces the 
story of this unlikely crime and the events that transpired before 
Chaplin’s remains were recovered. After an initial flurry of false 
leads and prank calls, the grave robbers contacted the Chaplin 
family and demanded half a million Swiss francs in exchange for the body, making 
detailed threats against Chaplin’s widow, Oona, and her children if their demands 
were not fulfilled. The Swiss police worked diligently on the case—at one point, they 
had all 200 of the telephone booths in the area around the Chaplin estate monitored. 
Eventually, the culprits—a pair of Eastern European mechanics who came to Switzerland 
as refugees—were arrested and Chaplin’s body was recovered from a shallow grave in 
a nearby cornfield. Boatswain combines news footage connected to the crime with 
interviews of the investigators who solved the case. An entertaining and compelling 
true-crime documentary, this is highly recommended. Aud: P. (P. Hall)

the interviewees acknowledge harassment 
at various levels by male relatives, and one 
is so distraught by the chaos and violence in 
her life that she wonders if death is a more 
agreeable solution to her woes. Starless Dreams 
captures a surprising level of sensitivity on 
the part of Iranian officials, although it is 
hard to assess how much of this occurs strict-
ly for the benefit of the camera. Providing a 
remarkable view of a rarely-seen corner of 
Iranian society, this is recommended. Aud: 
C, P. (P. Hall)

The Years of Fierro HHH
(2014) 100 min. In Spanish & English w/English 
subtitles. DVD: $100: public libraries; $250: 
colleges & universities. EPF Media. PPR. ISBN: 978-
1-9305-4500-7.

Mexican national César Fierro confessed 
to killing cab driver Nicolás Castañón in El 
Paso, TX, in 1979, and was swiftly convicted 
of murder and sentenced to death. Fierro’s 
lawyers have since presented arguments that 
call his guilt into question, including a total 
lack of forensic evidence and the fact that 
corroboration was limited to the accusations 
of a psychologically disturbed minor. It is 
alleged that Fierro’s confession was coerced 
by collusion between the El Paso and Juarez 
police. The Mexican government contends 
that Fierro’s treatment violated the Vienna 
Convention regarding the right of foreign 
nationals to have access to consular officials. 
Still, the Texas court system has kept him on 
death row for nearly four decades. Filmmaker 
Santiago Esteinou’s somber documentary 
interviews Fierro, his lawyers, prison officials, 
and even an ex-policeman from Juarez, while 
focusing on the misery that the case has left 
in its wake. Castañón’s relatives wonder why 
Fierro’s accuser was released instead of being 
investigated and perhaps prosecuted, and 
they suggest that Fierro should be freed. Fier-
ro himself has suffered periodic breakdowns 
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over his long years of confinement (and, he 
alleges, torture). Most poignantly, Fierro’s 
brother Sergio, a homeless man who spends 
his days wandering the desert and his nights 
sleeping in an amusement park, describes 
how their mother grieved for César before her 
death, how César’s wife and daughter have 
moved on with their lives, and how Sergio 
blames himself for having befriended the 
youngster who fingered César for the crime. 
Esteinou’s film arouses anger about an appar-
ent miscarriage of justice, but even greater 
sadness over the terrible ripple effect it has 
had on several individuals. Recommended. 
Aud: C, P. (F. Swietek)

Brilliant Darkness: Hotaru in the Night 
HHH
(2015) 12 min. DVD: $29: public libraries; $49: 
high schools; $79: colleges & universities. DRA. 
Green Planet Films. PPR.

While the vanishing of the world’s bee 
population may be tied to toxic chemicals 
in our natural environment, the decline of 
fireflies can be traced to a different human 
activity: an over-abundance of artificial light 
affecting these nocturnal creatures. The two 
short films compiled here—Brilliant Darkness 
and Light of the Genji—speak to the firefly 
crisis in America and Japan (especially the 
latter), noting the larger implications of this 
loss, and featuring some of the same scientists 
and artists, as well as visual overlaps. Brilliant 
Darkness begins with lovely footage of fireflies 
at night, their illuminated bodies resembling 
falling stars and creating a sense of magic. 
The bad news is that the collective glow of 
urban lights causes confusion for different 
species of fireflies, each of which respond 
to different points on the light spectrum as 
day becomes night. The result is that fireflies 
don’t brighten up or form the patterns that 
precede mating and thereby sustain their 
population. Concerned experts speak out 
about this issue and also how light pollu-
tion is affecting other creatures—including 
humans. Light of the Genji more specifically 
focuses on a particular class of fireflies that is 
in trouble, offering beautiful close-up views 
of different Genji firefly types as they gleam. 
Extras include a bonus film featuring footage 
(without commentary) of fireflies in motion. 
Recommended. Aud: H, C, P. (T. Keogh)

Plastic Paradise: The Great Pacific 
Garbage Patch HHH
(2014) 57 min. DVD: $26.98. Icarus Films Home 
Video (available from most distributors). SDH 
captioned.

Filmmaker Angela Sun brings a sunny 
disposition and buoyant personality to the 
horrible business of investigating the massive 
amount of plastic that is dumped into the 
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Pacific Ocean every year. The “Great Pacific 
garbage patch” of the film’s title is actually an 
underwater burial ground for plastic debris 
from the U.S. and Asia, which is caught in 
swirling currents that drive the trash down, 
killing marine life in various ways. Sun flies 
out to the Midway Atoll, a hard-to-access 
bird haven where tons of plastic washes up 
onshore, and examines several coral reefs 
that are being decimated by enormous, nylon 
nets. Viewers see Sun collecting plastic from 
the waters where she travels and watch as she 
infiltrates plastics industry conferences only 
to be booted out and threatened. But Sun’s 
Michael Moore-like tactics seem well-suited 
to the subject of a dangerous, yet all-perva-
sive product that is in every aspect of our 
lives—including the seafood we consume. 
While this documentary refers to the North 
Pacific patch, a second patch has been discov-
ered in the South Pacific that may be more 
than two times the size of California. An 
alarming environmental activism film, this 
is recommended. [Note: this is also available 
with public performance rights for $350 from 
Bullfrog Films, www.bullfrogfilms.com.] Aud: 
C, P. (T. Keogh)

Beginner Qigong for Women HHH
(2017) 60 min. DVD: $29.95. YMAA Publication 
Center. ISBN: 978-1-59439-560-4.

Certified advanced qigong instructor 
Daisy Lee hosts this beginner’s exercise 
program featuring stereotypical music in 
a relaxed home-style setting with several 

H E A L T H  &  F I T N E S S

student participants. Touting the support 
of breast, uterine, and hormonal health, the 
program is definitely targeted toward wom-
en—including cupping routines around 
the breasts and groin, and a technique for 
“closing” the perineum. Lee offers clear in-
structions for shaking and cupping, tapping 
and massaging of pressure points, regulated 
movements for balancing, and more, with 
a focus on being comfortable (the program 
also features non-intrusive onscreen notes 
and tips). Closing with a Kwan Yin medi-
tation, extras include a bonus acupressure 
section. A solid guide for beginners, this is 
recommended. Aud: P. (J. Williams-Wood)

Caffeine: How Much is Too Much? 
HHH1/2
(2016) 22 min. DVD: $149.95 (teacher’s guide 
included). Human Relations Media. PPR. Closed 
captioned. ISBN: 978-1-62706-078-3.

Writing this under the influence of a 
watermelon energy drink, I am trying not 
to be biased about the dangers of caffeine. 
Primarily focusing on energy drinks, this 
informative health guidance program fea-
tures two young adult hosts who provide 
information about caffeine, which is a 
stimulant and the most taken-for-granted 
drug in the world. Facts about the way 
caffeine works by blocking the enzymes 
that serve as the natural basis for energy 
are presented along with relevant clips, 
onscreen diagrams, and commentary from 
teens and experts who discuss side effects 
(such as jumpiness, irritability, and hallu-
cinations) that stem from differences in 
the ways people metabolize caffeine. Also 
touched on are blatant marketing tech-
niques (such as ads featuring athletes) and 

Special Blood HHH
(2016) 60 min. DVD: $19.98. Random Media (www.specialblood.com).

Natalie Metzger, a filmmaker with hereditary angioedema, 
sheds light on this rare blood disorder in her informative doc-
umentary. Due to a genetic mutation, those with the condition 
lack a protein that prevents swelling. Since it is hereditary, 
Metzger interviews parents and grandparents in addition to 
children and teenagers. And that includes her father, who feels 
some guilt for passing on the HAE gene. Due to minimal aware-
ness, it takes an average of 10-15 years before patients receive a 
diagnosis, which can lead to unnecessary surgeries. Five-year-old 

Ava experiences swelling that can affect any part of her body, such as her eyelids or 
feet. Other subjects include 16-year-old Kelsie and 9-year-old Noah, both of whom 
enjoy physical activity, like football and dance. Left untreated, swelling episodes can 
lead to death, so access to emergency medical assistance is crucial. Both Noah and 
his mother, Nikia, have experienced swelling of the throat. After a particularly bad 
episode that included a hospital stay and intubation, Nikia spends the summer without 
much of a voice. Lora, who passed the disorder on to her daughters, didn’t receive a 
diagnosis of HAE until she was 23. Lyndon, her youngest, died when the swelling in 
her throat interfered with her ability to breathe. In her name, Lora now advocates 
for greater awareness. According to Dr. Marc Riedl, there are three kinds of HAE, but 
doctors are still learning about the differences. More clinical trials would help, but the 
rarity of the disorder makes it a low priority. Hopefully, this documentary will help 
spur change. Recommended. Aud: C, P. (K. Fennessy)
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ENVIRONMENTAL FILMS
DVDs  |  Streaming

Explores Iguana and Human Interaction. This spellbinding 
documentary that reveals how people and green iguanas 
can co-exist on a small Caribbean island. Will human-iguana 
differences and tension prevail?

IT AIN’T EASY
BEING GREEN 

the potential dangers of alcoholic energy 
drinks and deadly caffeine powder that 
can be purchased online. Offering tips on 
drinking plenty of water, getting enough 
sleep, and eating healthy food—while not-
ing that only “real nutrition” can provide 
energy—this is highly recommended. Aud: 
J, H, C, P. (J. Williams-Wood)

Injecting Aluminum ★★★
(2017) 90 min. DVD: $19.95. Cinema Libre Studio 
(avail. from most distributors). Closed captioned.

From the start, Marie-Ange Poyet’s 
French documentary (dubbed in English) 
distances itself from anti-vaccine fi lms such 
as Vaxxed (VL-11/16) since the fi lmmaker 
is more interested in the harmful effects 
of aluminum than in vaccines. Although 
scientists have known about the dangers 
for decades, it is still an ingredient in 
some vaccine adjuvants (substances that 
enhance immune response). Proponents 
claim that these are safe, but can remain 
in the immune system for years, even-
tually making some patients ill, such as 
interviewees Nathalie Etienne and Laurent 
Lehrer. It took several years before their ill-
ness—macrophagic myofasciitis—even had 
a name. Before then, sufferers had no idea 
what was going on, and doctors were clue-
less about how to treat them. For Etienne 
and Lehrer, the symptoms include sciatica, 
skin sensitivity, joint and muscle pain, and 
cognitive diffi culties. Doctors here agree 
that the testing and regulation regarding 
aluminum is poor (the most widely cited 
test, for instance, involved two rabbits). Le 
Monde journalist Stéphane Foucart notes 
that the scientists who have given alu-
minum the all-clear also have ties to the 
vaccine industry—a conflict of interest 
that casts doubt on their judgment. Major 
corporations such as Nestlé and L’Oreal 
have also discouraged research, since many 
of their products contain aluminum. Keele 
University chemistry professor Chris Exley 
believes that aluminum also contributes to 
Alzheimer’s disease. Likely to be of interest 
to those following the vaccine wars, this 
is recommended. Aud: C, P. (K. Fennessy)

The Invisible Patients ★★★
(2016) 88 min. DVD or Blu-ray: $75: public 
libraries & high schools; $350: colleges & 
universities. DRA. Tugg. PPR.

The patients that appear in director Pat-
rick O’Connor’s timely and sympathetic 
documentary are almost virtually invisible, 
since outsiders rarely see them. Indiana 
nurse practitioner Jessica MacLeod daily 
visits several homebound or home-limited 
individuals, a small sampling of the approx-
imate fi ve million such people in America, 
most of whom depend on Medicare and 
Medicaid. Thirty-year-old Roger Brown, 
who received a diagnosis of Duchenne 
muscular dystrophy in childhood, is con-

fi ned to a bed. Since Brown has started to 
experience organ failure, he and MacLeod 
have discussed end-of-life care. During the 
fi lm, he also receives visits from hospice 
workers, which lift his spirits, although his 
health continues to decline. Pat and Wink 
Sherrill are a senior couple with several 
health problems, including arthritis, high 
blood pressure, prostate cancer, and Crohn’s 
disease. Under MacLeod’s care, their health 
improves, but both worry about fi nances 
since Pat has problems fi nding insurance 
companies willing to provide extended 
coverage. A fourth patient, 63-year-old Ron 
Riordan, uses a wheelchair as a result of a 
motorcycle accident. He shares his home 
with his brother, Louis, who is recovering 
from a heart attack. MacLeod, who has an 
affectionate rapport with her patients, is 
a strong advocate for home care. As she 
puts it, “When you go to someone’s house, 
you’re telling them, ‘I value you enough 
as a person to come see you where you 
are’.” A powerful documentary that takes 
a personal look at home healthcare, this is 
recommended. Aud: C, P. (K. Fennessy)

Military Medicine: Beyond the 
Battlefi eld ★★★
(2016) 60 min. DVD: $24.99 ($54.99 w/PPR). PBS 
Video. ISBN: 978-1-62789-997-0.

A bittersweet fact of life is that warfare 
often leads to medical breakthroughs. Since 
9/11, American soldiers have been treated 
for amputated limbs, concussive brain inju-
ries, burns, and other medical traumas that 
they probably would not have survived in 
earlier confl icts. This PBS-aired documen-
tary—hosted by ABC News correspondent 
Bob Woodruff, who suffered a serious head 
injury from an IED while covering the Iraq 
War—looks at recent medical innovations 
on the battlefi eld. The fi rst rule of treatment 
is to transport the wounded from the fi eld 
to a forward hospital, administering help 
as quickly as possible, after which patients 
are sent to a stateside hospital best equipped 
to treat particular injuries and begin re-
habilitation. For example, Walter Reed 
Army Hospital, near Washington, D.C., has 
devised innovations in the areas of pros-
thetics, wheelchair design (using robotic 
arms), and regenerative medicine, including 
creating new skin for burn patients. Brain 
injuries have been described as medicine’s 
Wild West, with the goal being to restore 
a life of independence to the veteran. The 
military has set up a Joint Trauma System 
to help coordinate care, and many veterans 
have shown an interest in designing therapy 
that fi ts their unique needs. In the ongoing 
war on terrorism, the military continues to 
learn new ways to process and treat casual-
ties, while also transferring this hard-won 
knowledge to the civilian world. An infor-
mative documentary, this is recommended. 
Aud: C, P. (S. Rees)
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What the Health HH1/2
(2017) 92 min. DVD or Blu-ray: $95: public 
libraries & high schools; $395: colleges & 
universities. DRA. Tugg. PPR.

Co-directors Kip Andersen and Keegan 
Kuhn explore the links between diet and 
disease in this discomforting documenta-
ry. Onscreen host Andersen, a recovering 
hypochondriac who grew up in a family 
beset by serious medical conditions such as 
heart disease, was inspired to make the film 
by the World Health Organization’s claim 
that processed meats contribute to cancer. 
Noticing that major advocacy groups such as 
the American Diabetes Association continue 
to recommend these products, Andersen at-
tempts to find the reason for the disconnect, 
particularly since some spokespeople refuse 
to talk on camera. Anderson interviews a 
number of doctors and authors, including 
clinical researcher Dr. Neal Barnard. As Dr. 
Milton Mills laments, “We are in the business 
of treating sick people. We are not in the 
business of trying to prevent people from 
being sick.” All of the doctors agree that diet 
is a major factor in disease and that meat 
consumption can do more harm than sugar 
and carbohydrates due to the way that the 
body processes animal protein (even chicken 
presents problems, since it contains nearly as 
much cholesterol as red meat, and even more 
sodium). When the filmmakers visit a North 
Carolina community adjacent to a hog farm, 
they find high rates of asthma and cancer 
due to contaminants in the soil and water. 
Although a plant-based diet would be health-
ier, misleading ad campaigns and corporate 
sponsorship continue to be used to spur con-
sumption of processed meats. Unfortunately, 
Andersen’s Michael Moore-style encounters 
with advocacy group representatives only 
add distracting drama. Still, it’s hard to deny 
that corporate America benefits more from a 
sick populace than a healthy one. A strong 
optional purchase. Aud: H, C, P. (K. Fennessy)

The Guys Next Door HHH
(2017) 74 min. DVD: $59.95 ($299 w/PPR from 
edu.passionriver.com). Passion River (avail. from 
most distributors).

In this sweet and enlightening docu-
mentary, filmmakers Amy Geller and Allie 
Humenuk spend three years following gay 
married couple Erik and Sandro as they 
become parents to two daughters birthed by 
Erik’s longtime friend, Rachel, who acted as 
a surrogate mother. Fortysomething Rachel, 
the mom of three teenage kids of her own, 
takes a loving and philosophical approach 
to her all-important role in the aspirations 
of Erik and Sandro. And her husband and 
children seem comfortable with the non-
traditional arrangement, which is a big plus 
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Active Parenting: First Five Years—Video 1: You and Your 
Child HHH1/2
(2017) 23 min. DVD: $79.95. Active Parenting Publishers. PPR. ISBN: 
978-1-59723-345-3.

New parents often wonder about what’s going on in the minds 
of their babies—and how to respond in the best manner possible. 
Based on the concept of “active parenting” (which emphasiz-
es bonding with children, encouragement, and non-violent 
discipline), You and Your Child—the first entry in the four-part 
Active Parenting: First Five Years series—helps parents understand 
why kids do some of the things they do at various ages. In an 

entertaining rap music segment, a teen girl and boy describe the normal behaviors 
and experiences of kids, including how infants explore their environment through 
touch (and put almost everything in their mouths), the tantrums of the terrible twos, 
the connection to parents through reading and story time, and more, as the tiny baby 
grows into a big kid. Acting out common situations, multicultural parents share their 
challenges and approaches. Topping the list, of course, is trying to figure out what a 
crying baby needs—quickly followed by learning how to function as a parent in the 
face of ongoing fatigue. Depicting various scenarios (including tough ones related to 
arguments and discipline), the program emphasizes that the challenges and triumphs 
in child-raising are similar for all. The other titles in the series are Preventing Problems, 
Encouraging Positive Behavior, and Preparing Your Child For School Success. Highly recom-
mended. Aud: P. (C. Block)

since the two families become closer and are 
linked by more than the little girls. Geller 
and Humenuk spend the majority of the film 
shooting domestic scenes of Erik, a psycho-
therapist, and Sandro, a writer and Italian 
immigrant, as they transition from being a 
couple to becoming the parents of one and 
then two kids. The two men fall into individ-
ual roles that appear to be well-suited, with 
Sandro displaying nurturance that seems 
to come naturally. An engaging look at two 
modern families, this is recommended. Aud: 
C, P. (T. Keogh)

Understanding the Dangers of: Alcohol 
Use During Pregnancy, Marijuana Use 
During Pregnancy, and Secondhand 
Tobacco Smoke HHH
(2017) 2 discs. 35 min. DVD: $200. NTI 
Upstream. PPR.

Featuring segments ranging from less than 
a minute up to nearly four minutes, this an-
imated collection tackles specific substance 
abuse health issues for expectant mothers in 
bite-sized clips that use simple yet effective 
art and text to punctuate main points. The 
topics are crucial to help a baby start life in 
the most healthy way possible, covering the 
biological and health dangers of alcohol and 
marijuana use during pregnancy, as well as 
the impacts of secondhand smoke (viewers 
are shown how a baby in a mother’s womb 
is biologically defenseless against various in-
toxicants). Each subject also features a helpful 
segment on frequently-asked questions. Fea-
turing both English and Spanish audio tracks, 
the 28 shorts compiled here would be ideal for 
healthcare clinics and parenting classes, but 
also will be helpful to individuals looking for 
quick, targeted information. Recommended. 
Aud: P. (C. Block)

F O O D  &  S P I R I T S

The Great British Baking Show: Season 
1 HHH
(2017) 3 discs. 600 min. DVD: $19.99 ($49.99 w/
PPR). PBS Distribution. SDH captioned. ISBN: 978-
1-62789-988-8.

Billed as Season 1 of the U.K.-aired series, 
this is actually a compilation of the 2014 
fifth season of the BBC One reality com-
petition called The Great British Bake-Off. 
Accompanied by jokey hosts Mel Giedroyc 
and Sue Perkins, food author Mary Berry 
and celebrity chef Paul Hollywood judge 
the contestants here, who are culled from 
thousands of applicants and include 12 
bakers aged 17 to 69. Each of the 10 episodes 
is divided into three parts: the “Signature 
Bake,” in which contestants add their own 
personal touches to themes; the “Technical 
Bake,” where all follow the same recipe 
and are scored according to attention to 
detail; and “Showstopper Bake,” which 
offers the bakers a chance to show off their 
best skills. Not as gut-wrenching as any of 
Gordon Ramsay’s expletive-laden cooking 
competitions, this series features a lot of 
dry humor and talk of flavors “coming 
through,” although the episode “Desserts” 
has one contestant throwing his baked Alas-
ka in the trash after another person moves 
it out of the freezer to make room for her 
own. Including segments on “Cake,” “Pies 
and Tarts,” “Biscuits,” “Bread,” “Pastries,” 
“Continental Cake,” “Advanced Dough,” 
and “Pâtisserie,” this mouthwatering series 
is easily recommended. [Note: Season 2, 
3 and 4 are also newly available.] Aud: P.  
(J. Williams-Wood)
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had rejected his advances, and that the 
documentary had included interviews of 
the judges and prosecutors who conducted 
the trials. But while it fails to cover all sides, 
the film nevertheless presents a powerful 
and compelling brief on behalf of the San 
Antonio Four. Extras include additional 
courtroom footage and later interviews with 
the freed women. Recommended. Aud: C, P. 
(F. Swietek)

Antarctica: Ice and Sky HHH
(2016) 89 min. In French & English w/English 
subtitles. DVD: $29.95. Music Box Films (avail. 
from most distributors).

Filmmaker Luc Jacquet (March of the 
Penguins) takes viewers to the Antarctic 
for this portrait of French explorer Claude 
Lorius, whose six-decade exploration of 
polar glaciers, conducted over 20-plus 
expeditions, is credited with first demon-
strating that climate change must be 
attributed to human activity. Combining 
English narration in the “voice” of Lorius 
(actually Michel Papineschi) with new 
and archival footage, the film recalls how 
a 23-year-old Lorius jumped at the oppor-
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tunity to join a research team bound for 
Antarctica, subsequently spending a year 
in an underground chamber from which he 
mapped the land beneath the ice. Over the 
years, Lorius began to study snow crystals, 
which led to drilling into the ice and dis-
covering that core layers revealed historical 
temperatures, which proved that while 
cycles of warm and cold eras occurred 
predictably until about a century ago, the 
rate of warming over the last hundred years 
markedly departed from the pattern and 
must therefore be ascribed to increased 
activity on the part of humankind. By 
allowing Lorius to recount his long polar 
adventure, Jacquet not only celebrates the 
man’s contribution to the scientific un-
derstanding of the climatic realities that 
threaten the future of the planet but also 
captures his enthusiastic devotion to his 
life’s work. Extras include a “making-of” 
featurette, a film festival Q&A with Jacquet, 
and a stills gallery. Recommended. Aud: H, 
C, P. (F. Swietek)

Baobabs: Between Land and Sea 
HHH
(2015) 56 min. DVD: $49: public libraries; $99: 
high schools; $225: colleges & universities. DRA. 
Green Planet Films. PPR. Closed captioned.

Kids and adults who have enjoyed the 

animated Madagascar movie series over the 
past dozen years know that the island of 
Madagascar—located off the Southeast coast 
of Africa in the Indian Ocean—is a scien-
tific curiosity. That is because the remote 
nation harbors various species of animals 
and plants that evolved there exclusively, 
independent and apart from the influence 
of the nearby continent. Filmmaker Cyrille 
Cornu’s documentary Baobabs: Between 
Land and Sea centers on a French ecological 
survey of the baobab, an upside-down-look-
ing tree with a crown of branches that re-
minds one of entangled roots. The baobab 
appears in several varieties, but all share a 
bulbous trunk that, in some cases, is enor-
mous and hollow. (At one point, a scientist, 
his translator, and a film crew step inside 
a gigantic trunk, where an entire family 
found shelter for a while.) Here, Cornu and 
Wilfried Ramahafaly explore Madagascar’s 
coast by boat—relying on sailors from 
among the indigenous Vezo people to take 
them over rough currents—finding that not 
every baobab site is a happy one. Slash-and-
burn agricultural policies in some regions 
have left a number of the trees deprived of 
their bark and suffering premature death. 
An intriguing, visually appealing ecological 
travelogue, this is recommended. Aud: H, 
C, P. (T. Keogh)

miles to arrive at her classes. Over in India, 
the disabled Samuel is pushed to school in 
a wheelchair by his brothers for almost 90 
minutes. And in Argentina, young Carlito 
and his sister ride a horse for 11 miles over 
Patagonian backdrops to see their teachers. 
The visually exotic On the Way to School 
records a day in the life of these youngsters 
as they push through their exhausting treks 
in order to get an education. But in some 
ways, the film feels a bit dubious—like those 
classic Disney nature films in which the raw 
material of life is tweaked to tell a glorified 
version of the facts. Here, camera placement, 
multiple angles, and cued action all blur the 
line between fact and narrative. Yet it’s hard 
not to be stirred by the commitment of these 
little travelers to get to their desks on time. 
Recommended, overall. Aud: C, P. (T. Keogh)

June Bride: Redemption of a Yakuza 
HHH
(2015) 80 min. DVD: $24.99: individuals, $99: 
high schools & public libraries; $349: colleges & 
universities. First Pond Entertainment. PPR.

Tatsuya Shindo, the charismatic subject 
of filmmaker Derek Shimoda’s stylish docu-

L A W  &  C R I M E

mentary, details his journey to respectability 
after years as a member of the yakuza (i.e., 
the Japanese mob). In June Bride—the title 
comes from the bar-turned-church where 
Tatsuya preaches the gospel—Tatsuya recalls 
that he first turned to crime as a teenager, 
disappointing his mother so thoroughly that 
she confesses, “This might sound harsh, but I 
thought of killing him and myself.” Tatsuya 
sold drugs and then became an addict. After 
spending time in prison, he found God, 
went to seminary school, and now strives to 
help other ex-cons get their lives together. 
At first no one attended his church, but now 
he has 20 members. He aims to make them 
feel welcome and productive, courtesies that 
Japanese society often denies ex-cons (some 
establishments even feature signs that read, 
“No tattoos, no yakuza”). Tatsuya also speaks 
at schools and prisons and provides tempo-
rary housing for some of the men while they 
look for work. He regrets that his criminal 
past kept him away from his daughter for 
years, but after the latter had a falling out 
with her mother, she moved in with Tatsuya, 
and the two seem to get along well. Shimoda 
also profiles seven of Tatsuya’s parishioners, 
some of whom land jobs, while others do not 
(and one returns to prison). June Bride makes 
clear that it’s hard to be ex-yakuza—but not 
impossible. Featuring artful cinematography, 

inventive editing, and a dreamy score from 
Cibo Matto’s Miho Hatori, this is recommend-
ed. Aud: C, P. (K. Fennessy)

They Call Us Monsters HHH
(2016) 82 min. DVD: $59.95 ($399 w/PPR from 
edu.passionriver.com). Passion River (avail. from 
most distributors).

Ben Lear, son of legendary TV producer 
and leading Hollywood liberal Norman Lear, 
directed this unsettling documentary about 
juveniles charged as adults for felonies they 
committed as young as 11 years of age. After 
a general introduction to the controversial 
subject, including footage of children clearly 
confused by the legal system and hard-right 
politicians spewing thoughtless rhetoric, the 
film focuses on a handful of teen boys locked 
up in a Sylmar, CA, juvenile hall. Jarad is a 
puppyish-looking prisoner whose ongoing 
trial proceedings concern his shooting of a 
girl who is now wheelchair-bound. Antonio 
is surprised to learn that he is being released 
and he vows to make something of his life—
until he finds himself mired once again in 
the same desperate situation at home that 
led to earlier troubles. And Juan is a young 
father who will not likely get a chance to raise 
his son, since he will be deported following 
completion of his term. Together, their stories 
form the core of They Call Us Monsters, and 

B E A U T Y  &  F A S H I O N

To Be a Miss HH1/2
(2017) 84 min. In Spanish w/English subtitles. 
DVD: $59.95 ($299 w/PPR from edu.passionriver.
com). Passion River (avail. from most distributors).

Venezuela might be descending into 
economic and political chaos, but Edward 
Ellis’s documentary focuses on one of 
the country’s few areas of indisputable 
success—international beauty contests. In 
recent years, competitors from the South 
American country have won numerous Miss 
Universe, Miss World, and Miss Internation-
al titles. The film argues that their strong 
performances are the result of a culture 
that has promoted a thoroughly unrealistic 
image of female beauty while also pushing 
the supreme importance of winning rec-
ognition as a “Miss.” Egged on by the Miss 
Venezuela Association headed by Osmel 
Sousa (a powerful figure shown in archival 
material but not directly interviewed), this 
prevailing mindset has led to an explosion 
of pageants that begin with contests for 
children and continue up through local 
competitions that culminate in national 
finals. This obsession also explains the 
extraordinarily high per capita use of cos-

metics in the country, as well as the growth 
of a plastic surgery industry so pervasive that 
operations have become a standard part of a 
hopeful competitor’s life—procedures that 
are not only dangerous but also expensive, 
forcing young women to seek agents and 
wealthy sponsors. By concentrating on three 
aspiring “Misses”—Kiara, Berthania, and 
Marla—Ellis incorporates a strong personal 
element, and his use of archival material and 
interviews situates the story within the larg-
er scope of Venezuelan history. The film also 
looks at activists who have lately emerged 
to protest a system that, in their view, per-
petuates unhealthy attitudes about what it 
means to be a woman. Unfortunately, To 
Be a Miss is rather clumsily structured, but 
should still be considered a strong optional 
purchase. Aud: C, P. (F. Swietek)

Pet Island HH1/2
(2016) 150 min. DVD: $24.99 ($199 w/PPR). 
Dreamscape Media. Closed captioned.

As an admittedly bonkers head-over-heels 
pet owner myself, it was fun to watch the 
somewhat unhinged participants of this 
six-part Irish series from director Ronan Mc-

P E T S

Closkey. Pet Island features several pet-related 
stories, while over the entire series viewers 
check in with cat owners trying to train 
their felines to use the toilet through the 
“Litter Kwitter” contraption (also featured is 
the Australian creator of said gadget). Other 
segments center on a couple whose six dogs 
have a fascinating wardrobe, various champi-
onship competitions, a wacky animal psychic 
(who is able to discern that a pig is interested 
in food), rodent safety issues (“Is it safe for a 
child? It should be safe for a rat.”), an opera 
singer who serenades mini-donkeys, dog IQ 
testing, and African pygmy hedgehogs. An 
often entertaining if also scattershot series, 
this is a strong optional purchase. Aud: P.  
(J. Williams-Wood)

Oyster Factory HH1/2
(2015) 145 min. In Japanese w/English subtitles. 
DVD: $59.95 ($250 w/PPR from edu.passionriver.
com). Passion River (avail. from most distributors).

Identified in the opening credits as Ka-
zuhiro Soda’s Observational Film #6, this 
lengthy documentary records—fly-on-the-
wall style—the day-to-day operation of a 
family-owned shellfish processing plant in 

B U S I N E S S  &  E C O N O M I C S
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Generation Jobless HHH1/2
(2017) 43 min. DVD: $24.99 ($199 w/PPR). Dreamscape Media. Closed 
captioned.

Although focusing on Canadian joblessness, this documentary 
has wider appeal in its exploration of questions regarding the lack 
of employment for university graduates in their chosen fields. Ex-
ploring how youth unemployment affects the economy, Generation 
Jobless deals with topics such as over-qualification (including a visit 
with four graduate staffers at a Japanese restaurant and a substitute 
teacher who supplements his income by delivering pizzas), severe 
debt (“So I framed my $30,000 piece of paper so I could put it up 
in my room and show everybody….”), the threat of outsourcing, shifts to automation, 
and Boomers delaying retirement and not freeing up work for a new crop of grads. Com-
mentary is heard from experts including economist Francis Fong, TalentEgg job board 
founder Lauren Friese, and futurist Thomas Frey. While there are no easy answers, this 
documentary does touch on programs that have worked, including a career education 
job guarantee at the University of Regina, as well as apprenticeships in Switzerland that 
start workers off young (weeding out those who’d be better off learning a skill than—sad 
to say—wasting money at a university). Casting a critical eye on a serious issue, this is 
highly recommended. Aud: C, P. (J. Williams-Wood)

the coastal community of Ushimado located 
in southwestern Japan. The underlying theme 
here concerns how both the business and the 
surrounding society are changing in the face 
of globalization, as the number of mom-and-
pop firms in the region has fallen drastically. 
Hirano, the elderly owner whose son express-
es no interest in taking over the business, is 
forced to bring in a manager from outside: 
Watanabe, who had to leave his hometown as 
a result of the tsunami tied to the Fukushima 
nuclear disaster. Watanabe takes over an op-
eration that is virtually pre-industrial, with 
workers using knives to shuck and clean the 
oysters before loading them onto delivery 
trucks. Since the local population is aging 
and young people—like Hirano’s son—are 
abandoning the trade, there is increasing 
dependence on foreign workers from Vietnam 
and China. Rather than offering statistical 
analysis of these changes, Soda lets the off-
handed observations of the workers get the 
point across. Although one segment concern-
ing an employee who has to be rescued by a 
passing fisherman after tumbling off a dock 
adds a touch of excitement, most of the film 
has a languid pace. But despite Soda’s ten-
dency to linger on shots, he also has a keen 
eye, making this socioeconomic portrait of 
a people in flux a strong optional purchase. 
Aud: C, P. (F. Swietek)

Search for the Super Battery HHH
(2017) 60 min. DVD: $24.99 ($54.99 w/PPR). PBS 
Video. SDH captioned. ISBN: 978-1-62789-855-3.

Batteries are a routine feature of modern 
life taken for granted—except when they 
no longer work, or are “not included.” But 
batteries are now more important than ever, 
used in smart phones, calculators, and electric 

C O M P U T E R S  &  T E C H N O L O G Y

automobiles, and are increasingly held out as 
one of our best hopes to cut fossil fuels and 
reverse climate change. Filmmaker Daniel 
McCabe’s PBS-aired NOVA documentary, 
hosted by gadget guru and science popular-
izer David Pogue, describes the race to build 
a safer, more efficient super battery that could 
store more energy for less cost. As Pogue and 
car enthusiast and comedian Jay Leno note, 
early cars were originally powered by batter-
ies, which was fine in cities like Manhattan, 
where there many charging stations, but not 
so good in the nation’s far-flung rural areas 
(even today, concern over “range availabil-
ity”—i.e., how many miles you can drive 
between charges—has limited electric car 
sales). Pogue gives the basics on how batteries 
work, including newer lithium ion batteries 
(famous for the possibility of smart phones 
catching on fire in people’s pants pockets). 
Pogue notes that building a more efficient 
battery requires cleaning up the power 
grid—regulating the constant, complicated 
dance of power generation vs. demand—and 
towards this end he explores new ways of 
storing energy, including time-shifting on 
wind farms, multilevel hydro reservoirs, 
and a recent innovation known as a “flow 
battery” (most likely our energy future will 
consist of a mix of all these technologies). 
Only time will tell, but energy storage will 
certainly be playing an ever larger role in 
our future. Likely to appeal to science buffs, 
this is recommended. Aud: H, C, P. (S. Rees)

Viva Amiga HHH1/2
(2017) 62 min. DVD: $29.95. Kino Lorber (avail. 
from most distributors). Closed captioned.

Although the juiced-up sentiments about 
the subject of this entertaining documenta-
ry—namely, the once-vaunted Commodore 
Amiga computer of the 1980s—may be a 
tad overblown, the obvious passion of the 
participants makes this a pleasantly nostalgic 

look back at what was a very-ahead-of-its-
time computer system. The film rewinds 
us back to 1985, when tech giants like IBM 
and Apple were being challenged (and often 
surpassed) by the maverick startup geeks 
behind the Amiga computer system, which 
became known for its futuristic graphics but 
was mistakenly marketed as a business tool. 
Director Zack Weddington ably tells the Da-
vid vs. Goliath underdog story of Amiga as a 
somewhat tragically self-defeating tale: on the 
back of innovative graphics and a starmaking 
TV plug by Andy Warhol and Debbie Harry, 
Amiga seemed poised to outsell all of its major 
competitors until the goons in the marketing 
department screwed everything up. This 
is most likely not as simple as it sounds, as 
Amiga’s downfall was probably more tied to 
mixed perceptions of the Amiga being simply 
an Atari-like gaming machine but having a 
price tag of a more business-friendly com-
puter. Although Amiga began to be pushed 
out of the market in the 1990s by Microsoft 
products, Weddington’s film illustrates how 
Amiga’s presence is still being felt, mainly 
through the work of retro-futuristic DJs who 
create rave music from Amiga’s still formida-
ble sonic capabilities. Although the nostalgia 
gets a bit too teary-eyed at times, this is a 
sweet look back at an overlooked 1980s tech 
phenomenon. Extras include extended in-
terviews, and behind-the-scenes featurettes. 
Highly recommended. Aud: C, P. (M. Sandlin)

Why Trains Crash HHH
(2017) 60 min. DVD: $24.99 ($54.99 w/PPR). PBS 
Video. SDH captioned. ISBN: 978-1-62789-936-9.

While the average citizen is more likely to 
die in a car crash driving to a train station 
than while riding the rails, it’s true that 
trains are threatened by an aging infra-
structure, human error such as texting in 
the conductor’s car, and motorists taking 
foolish chances at railroad crossings, as well 
as head-on crashes due to switch and siding 
failures, and speeding on curves. Filmmaker 
Larry Klein’s PBS-aired NOVA documentary 
describes new efforts to improve American 
train safety, examining innovations such 
as train car “crumple zones,” push back 
car couplers, and efforts to make train cars 
puncture-resistant. The film also revisits the 
longstanding question of the need for pas-
senger seat belts, and the potential hazards 
of freight and passengers trains sharing the 
same tracks. Minor problems can cause dead-
ly accidents, such as in 2015 when an Amtrak 
conductor lost “situational awareness” after 
he was distracted by reports of rocks being 
thrown at trains in the vicinity of Philadel-
phia; speeding up on a dangerous curve, the 
train derailed, killing eight passengers. And a 
series of mistakes led to an unmanned train 
careening into a Canadian town in 2014, 
causing a catastrophic fire and explosion that 
nearly wiped out the town’s center. Experts 
look to Japan, where high-speed bullet trains 
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operate with an almost unblemished safety 
record. The documentary also notes that 
train culture is deeply embedded in Japanese 
society, whereas Americans still look to cars 
for their primary transportation. Offering a 
concise overview of a public safety problem, 
this is recommended. Aud: P. (S. Rees)

It Ain’t Pretty ★★★
(2017) 70 min. DVD: $59.95 ($199 w/PPR from 
edu.passionriver.com). Passion River (avail. from 
most distributors).

The achievements of female athletes are 
generally undervalued in the sports world. 
Case in point: the frequently dismissive 
attitude towards women’s big wave surfi ng. 
Filmmaker Dayla Soul’s documentary con-
centrates on a group of women nicknamed 
the Outer Bar Babes, who have challenged the 
waves on San Francisco’s Ocean Beach, as well 
as other California sites such as Mavericks 
and Maui’s Jaws. The fi lm’s title refers both to 
often expressed denigrating comments and to 
the misguided media notion that the women 
should be expected to conform to a standard 
of bikini beauty that is hardly compatible 
with the muscular physiques that they must 
develop in order to thrive in the sport (or the 
wetsuits that they wear). Soul includes foot-
age of the surfers training and taking on the 
waves, as well as excerpts from interviews in 
which many, including Andrea Moller, Keala 
Kennedy, Jamilah Starr, and Bianca Valenti 
(who serves as the focal character), describe 
their intense enthusiasm and hard work. 
The fi lm also captures the controversy that 
erupted over a campaign to add a women’s 
competition to the Titans of Mavericks, the 
world’s premier big wave surfi ng event—a 
struggle in which Valenti took a leading role. 
A documentary likely to inspire aspiring 
female athletes, this is recommended. Aud: 
C, P. (F. Swietek)

Ultimate Cruise Ship ★★★
(2017) 60 min. DVD: $24.99 ($54.99 w/PPR). PBS 
Video. SDH captioned. ISBN: 978-1-62789-853-9.

Over the last 25 years, the cruise ship in-
dustry has exploded, becoming the vacation 
choice for many world travelers, which has 
helped create a $39 billion industry. The 
cruise ship is a fl oating city, but the ocean is 
a deadly, demanding environment, requiring 
skill and precision when building these seago-
ing super vessels. Filmmaker Martin Gorst’s 
PBS-aired NOVA documentary follows the 
planning and construction of the luxury ship 
Seven Seas Explorer. Unlike some cruise ships, 
the Explorer will cater to a high-end market, 
but luxury appointments (featuring marble 
and stone) are heavy, and lavish suites at the 
top of the ship can threaten stability. The Ex-
plorer is so massive that it must be assembled 

S P OR T S ,  G A ME S  &  REC RE AT ION
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in two shipyards (one near Genoa, Italy), 
and the project operates on a tight, com-
petitive deadline of 18 months, being built 
piece by piece in “mega blocks,” with some 
parts towed hundreds of miles. Everything 
must fit precisely, as a few inches off in any 
direction will cause noise and vibration 
(particularly in the propellers). The doc-
umentary notes that cruise ship history is 
filled with deadly miscalculations, resulting 
in ships capsizing, and costing hundreds 
of lives. Experts are constantly looking for 
ways to cut costs while maintaining safety. 
As the date of the ship’s maiden voyage 
approaches, the all important event is a 
three-day sea trial, which the ship’s captain 
describes as like a “first date.” Covering 
everything from propellers to navigation, 
this informative survey will likely appeal to 
travel buffs. Recommended. Aud: P. (S. Rees)

FREE HHH1/2
(2015) 73 min. DVD: $89: public libraries & high 
schools; $250: colleges & universities. DRA. The 
Video Project. PPR. Closed captioned.

Young people training for a dance perfor-
mance are at the center of this slice-of-life 
documentary portrait from filmmakers 
Suzanne LaFetra and David Collier. Filmed 
at Oakland’s Destiny Arts Center, FREE 
covers preparations for an upcoming show, 
as troupe members display their talents for 
writing, choreographing, and producing 
under the direction of co-founder Sarah 
Crowell. But the show itself takes a backseat 
to the heartwrenching stories of some of 
the teens. Optimistic Nee Nee shares a bed 
with her breast cancer survivor mom and 
hopes to gain acceptance to college through 
an Air Force program, although her scores 

Misdirection: Real Magic HHH1/2
(2014) 80 min. DVD: $19.99. Virgil Films (avail. from most distributors). 
Closed captioned.

Featuring laidback hip narration by rapper Common, filmmak-
er Ted Wallach’s documentary focuses on an unlikely magician 
subculture on the mean streets of Queens Blvd. in NYC (aka the 
“boulevard of broken bones”), where card tricks and the art of 
prestidigitation can not only mean a lucrative career as an enter-
tainer but also a way to avoid the pull of gang violence, drugs, 
and petty street crime. Misdirection centers on two particular 
street magicians looking for a showbiz break who work at a local 
novelty shop while they hone their craft: Miles, who has to constantly battle mental 
health issues to make it through his act, and Devante, a former gang member turned 
performer. Although both Devante and Miles play to enthusiastic crowds on the street 
corners of Manhattan, they feel the pressure to take the next step, which means meet-
ings with agents and going to auditions in Reno and Nashville, while enduring their 
fair share of frustrations and hard knocks. The film does a credible job of portraying 
the knife edge these young hopefuls live on, and how easily their dreams of making 
it into the professional ranks can get thrown off course. Highly recommended. Aud: 
C, P. (M. Sandlin)

T H E  A R T S

are low. Tilly’s history of cutting due to re-
lationship troubles and a crumbling home 
life (regarding her father, she notes “I don’t 
look towards him for anything”) lead her to 
nearly idolize amiable Destiny choreogra-
pher Rashidi Omari, who is a good male role 
model. The most tear-jerking scenes feature 
cheerful, giggly Omar, whose recounting of 
his mother’s beating of him at the age of 
8, time spent in 11 foster homes, and HIV 
diagnosis don’t stop the young man from 
dancing his hardest and expecting the same 
from his peers. Also featuring a 56-minute 
abridged version, this uplifting look at kids 
on the brink who channel their energy in 
positive directions is highly recommended. 
Aud: C, P. (J. Williams-Wood)

In the Steps of Trisha Brown HH1/2
(2016) 79 min. In English & French w/English 
subtitles. DVD: $29.95 ($398 w/PPR from www.
icarusfilms.com). Icarus Films Home Video 
(available from most distributors).

Trisha Brown (1936-2017) was unques-
tionably a leading figure in the evolution 
of postmodern dance. But while filmmaker 
Marie-Hélène Rebois’s documentary will 
likely appeal to choreographers and stu-
dents interested in the specifics of Brown’s 
unorthodox style, its attraction for a wider 
audience will be limited. The bulk of the 
film finds members of the Paris Opera 
Ballet preparing for a 2013 performance 
of Brown’s seminal 1979 Glacial Decoy, a 
large-scale work that she created in collab-
oration with artist Robert Rauschenberg, 
who designed the flowing white gowns 
and a backdrop of stark black-and-white 
photographs. The dancers are instructed 
in Brown’s idiosyncratic choreography—
notable for its sinuous movement and wild 
gyrations—by Carolyn Lucas, who is the 
current associate director of the Trisha 
Brown Dance Company, and Lisa Kraus, a 

former troupe member who helped shape 
the original production. Kraus emerges as 
the sparkplug of the sessions, encouraging 
the young dancers to ignore the rules of 
traditional ballet and give themselves over 
to a more uninhibited approach that she is 
happy to demonstrate as well as describe. 
The only addition to the rehearsal footage, 
which lacks any connecting narration apart 
from occasional comments by the more 
subdued Lucas, are short clips from the 1979 
premiere, with Brown among the ensemble 
(oddly enough, scenes from the finished 
Paris performance are not shown). DVD 
extras include Jonathan Demme’s short film 
Accumulation with Talking Plus Water Motor, 
which offers a cinéma vérité-style look at 
Brown performing the titular 1978 work in 
a rehearsal hall. A strong optional purchase. 
Aud: C, P. (F. Swietek)

King Charles III HHH
(2017) 88 min. DVD: $29.99 ($59.99 w/PPR). PBS 
Video. SDH captioned. ISBN: 978-1-5317-0185-7.

Rupert Goold’s adaptation of Mike 
Bartlett’s Tony Award-nominated play 
imagines a brief yet tumultuous reign of 
the current Prince of Wales following the 
death of Queen Elizabeth II. Intending to 
be a more active participant in government 
affairs than his late mother, the new King 
Charles immediately creates a political crisis 
by refusing to provide the ceremonial royal 
assent to a media censorship law that has 
passed in Parliament. He also breaks with 
tradition by holding weekly meetings 
with the opposition leader as well as the 
Prime Minister. Meanwhile, his younger 
son, Prince Harry, becomes romantically 
involved with a black woman who holds 
anti-monarchist views, and Harry is so 
smitten that he seeks to renounce his roy-
al status and become a commoner. And if 
that is not enough, Prince William and his 
wife Kate appear to be a little too eager to 
see Charles’s reign brought to an abrupt 
stop. Plus, Princess Diana’s ghost haunts 
Buckingham Palace. It’s all fairly melodra-
matic, and this adaptation clearly shows 
its theatrical roots, complete with blank-
verse dialogue and intense soul-searching 
soliloquies delivered by the title character, 
who is played with a tinge of Shakespearean 
angst by Tim Piggot-Smith in his final role. 
Still, Anglophiles will definitely be eager to 
see this. Recommended. Aud: C, P. (P. Hall)

Kings, Queens & In-Betweens HHH
(2017) 90 min. DVD: $59.95 ($299 w/PPR from 
edu.passionriver.com). Passion River (avail. from 
most distributors).

The city of Columbus is an odd liberal 
pocket positioned at the center of the 
conservative state of Ohio. Columbus has 
a thriving LGBTQ community with five 
drag venues situated in the progressive area 
near the Ohio State University campus and 
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Hearing Is Believing HHH
(2017) 103 min. DVD: $16.99, Blu-ray: $19.99. Gravitas Ventures 
(avail. from most distributors). Closed captioned.

Filmmaker Lorenzo DeStefano’s enthusiastic documentary 
centers on Rachel Flowers, a musical prodigy whose premature 
birth led to blindness in infancy. As a toddler, Rachel exhibited 
extraordinary ability on the keyboard, playing complicated Bach 
pieces by ear. With encouragement from her mother Jeanie and 
father Dan—both of whom had musical backgrounds—Rachel 
also mastered the flute and other wind instruments, sometimes 
actually accompanying herself. Hearing Is Believing details how 
Rachel received coverage on local news stations in her hometown of Oxnard, CA, and 
began making videos for YouTube that caught the attention of professionals. While 
the approach is resolutely upbeat, the documentary also covers setbacks such as the 
theft of instruments—some of them borrowed—from Rachel’s home, and the fact 
that Rachel’s parents have separated, so Jeanie struggles to support Rachel and her 
younger brother. But the family’s difficulties are barely mentioned during interviews 
with Jeanie, and Rachel communicates mostly through her performances (excerpts of 
which are plentiful here). And there is little doubt of the joy that Flowers experiences 
with her music-making, and from hobnobbing with admirers like Stevie Wonder and 
appearing in concert (although not without some trepidation) with Dweezil Zappa in 
Las Vegas. An inspiring portrait of a remarkably gifted young woman, this is recom-
mended. Aud: P. (F. Swietek)

downtown. Here, gay and queer identity 
is celebrated and drag performers work 
nightly before large, enthusiastic crowds. 
Filmmaker Gabrielle Burton’s Kings, Queens 
& In-Betweens follows several drag queens 
and kings, as well as transgender and 
straight performers who occupy this world. 
The subjects range from performers who are 
well established in Columbus’s nightlife to 
rookies who are still getting their feet wet. 
Despite the variable skill set, performers 
accept and love each other, creating a tight-
knit group who depend upon each other for 
support and care. For many, the drag scene 
has become a surrogate family, providing 
strength for those rejected by friends, fami-
ly, or society due to their sexual orientation 
or gender. The personal stories provide the 
documentary’s emotional core, but its the 
performance and backstage footage that 
bring the film to life. The drag shows are 
campy, sexual, and riotous, but also smart, 
charged, and political—a musical voice that 
spotlights and often skewers the world out-
side of the drag clubs’ doors. Recommended. 
Aud: C, P. (P. Morehart)

Mali Blues HHH
(2016) 93 min. In English, French, Bambara & 
Tamasheq w/English subtitles. DVD: $26.98 ($348 
w/PPR from www.icarusfilms.com). Icarus Films 
Home Video (available from most distributors).

This stirring and occasionally startling 
documentary offers real-life examples 
of how radical Islamists—jihadists—are 
disrupting cultural legacies on a global 
scale. Filmmaker Lutz Gregor focuses on 
four Malian musicians who write and per-
form despite the dangers of repression by 
religious extremists. As radical Islamists 
moved into the country’s northern regions 

earlier this decade, musicians were forced to 
either flee the country or head south. The 
subjects of Gregor’s work took the latter 
course, and here they band together to talk, 
compare notes, and play a 2015 concert on 
the banks of the Niger River. The musicians 
are singer-guitarist Fatoumata Diawara; 
Grammy-nominated Bassekou Kouyaté, 
who plays a traditional string instrument 
called the ngoni (which he has wired to a 
wah-wah pedal at one point); young rapper 
Master Soumy, whose lyrics take on the 
extremists; and guitar virtuoso Ahmed 
Ag Kaedi, who was threatened by radicals 
with amputation of his fingers. The work 
of these musicians will certainly appeal to 
aficionados of world music, although it’s 
also important to remember that the roots 
of jazz and blues in the West lie in these 
African rhythms. Mixing interviews with 
performance footage and luxurious shots 
of the surrounding countryside, this music 
documentary with a powerful social mes-
sage is recommended. Aud: C, P. (T. Keogh)

Sing Your Own Song: An Opera Love 
Story HHH
(2014) 54 min. DVD: $24.99 ($100 w/PPR). Anne 
O’Neal Films.

Many opera lovers sing in the shower, but 
the ones featured in Anne Davis O’Neal’s 
genial documentary find fulfillment per-
forming before an audience, even if it is a 
small one of likeminded enthusiasts. Sing 
Your Own Song focuses on a Los Angeles 
group that met at Café 322, a restaurant in 
Sierra Madre, on Sunday nights for half a 
century in order to serenade one another 
to piano accompaniment. Some are older 
folk who have enjoyed operatic careers; 
others are singers currently performing in 

professional or amateur companies; and a 
few simply love to sing. O’Neal interviews 
amiable and loquacious representatives 
from each subgroup: a small number say 
they have loved opera since childhood, 
while many admit to an intense dislike early 
in their lives that only evolved into appre-
ciation over time. Many of the interview-
ees thought of opera in terms of Wagner 
(O’Neal inserts excerpts from the famous 
Bugs Bunny cartoon “What’s Opera, Doc?” 
to make their point) rather than the Italian 
tradition of Rossini and Verdi (and their pre-
decessor, Mozart). While most of the singers 
exhibit more enthusiasm than vocal beauty 
(the performance clips are predominantly 
from Italian works), the point is less about 
achieving perfect execution than experi-
encing the sheer joy of reaching for the 
notes. The documentary adds an element 
of suspense when Café 322 closes and the 
group’s continued existence is threatened. 
DVD extras include behind-the-scenes fea-
turettes. A pleasant documentary likely to 
appeal to opera fans, this is recommended. 
Aud: C, P. (F. Swietek)

South Africa: Fonko HHH
(2017) 25 min. DVD: $175. DRA. Film Ideas. PPR. 
Closed captioned.

Urban club music is merging with tradi-
tional styles in a new musical form called 
“fonko” (which means “the thing”), en-
compassing several sub-genres (including 
kuduro, azonto, ndombolo, hipline, and 
others). Armed with computers and digital 
recording software, fonko artists in South 
Africa are drawing on the same influences 
seen in some forms of hip-hop and pop—an 
unmistakable African imprint that includes 
melodic, tuned percussion and marimba. 
Some of this music is fast—with the beats 
per minute (BPM) of Shangaan electro push-
ing the limits at 189 BPM (a lot of hip-hop is 
in the 120-130 BPM range). The vocals range 
from sung melodies to rap, all designed to be 
exceedingly danceable. The breakneck mu-
sic serves as backdrop for the lyrical themes 
that capture the huge political, racial, social, 
and economic tensions tied to modern 
life in South Africa, a nation that is still 
struggling. Music videos often borrow from 
the swagger of rap videos, but with topics 
speaking to troubles in Johannesburg. Here, 
the music is used as a bridge, a challenge, 
an outlet, and to express solidarity. This is 
technology-powered music, made in poor 
areas (as one musician interviewed here 
notes, some have been using pirated soft-
ware for years in pursuit of the new musical 
styles). One of six titles in the Contemporary 
Africa Through Its Urban Music series, Fonko 
offers an interesting look at a changing 
musical landscape in Africa. The other titles 
in the series are Angola, Burkina Faso, Dakar, 
Ghana and Nigeria. Recommended. Aud: C, 
P. (C. Block)
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A Midsummer Night’s Dream HHH1/2
(2014) 145 min. DVD: $29.95. Kino Lorber (avail. from most 
distributors). SDH captioned.

Filmed on a relatively small rectangular stage in the center 
of the audience, Julie Taymor’s (The Lion King on Broadway) 
2014 mounting of Shakespeare’s classic play about mismatched 
lovers who spend an enchanted evening in the forest—aided by 
well-meaning but often bumbling fairies and sprites—uses a fairly 
minimalistic palette to conjure the magic, including a small shed 
(from which actors emerge), a large mobile white sheet of fabric 
(that serves as land, sky, and more with projected images), and 
poles (that child fairies wave to represent a dense forest). Kathryn Hunter shines as the 
impish Puck—who famously declaims “what fools these mortals be”—in a performance 
that is both impressively physical (she’s a contortionist) and masterfully comic. David 
Harewood also stands out (and stands tall) as the magnificent Oberon, king of the fairies. 
And Max Casella milks the laughs with a Brooklyn-tinged turn as Nick Bottom, one of 
a troupe of laborers who are putting on a play for Duke Theseus (a production in which 
an errant punch to one player’s testicles leads to the non-Shakespearean spontaneous 
exclamation: “son of a bitch!”). While the long bouts of banter between the four young 
lovers at the center of the tale has always proved a bit of a pacing challenge, Taymor 
deftly meets it by adding some modern touches, as well as a funny sequence in which 
the quartet gradually strip to their undies and engage in a pillow fight. Also featuring 
behind-the-scenes featurettes, this delightful adaptation of one of Shakespeare’s most 
whimsical comedies is highly recommended. Aud: H, C, P. (R. Pitman)

Ascent of Evil: The Story of Mein Kampf 
HHH
(2016) 52 min. DVD: $100: public libraries; $250: 
colleges & universities. EPF Media. PPR. ISBN: 
978-1-933724-45-4.

The rise of Adolf Hitler to power is the 
core subject of filmmaker Frederic Monteil’s 
documentary, which retells familiar history 
through the fortunes of Hitler’s famous 1925 
manifesto Mein Kampf. Many viewers are 
likely unfamiliar with the full story of the 
Nazi strongman’s ascension to leadership 
in Germany prior to the country’s occupa-
tion of much of Europe and the subsequent 
murder of millions. Ascent of Evil fills in the 
gaps, using archival materials and interviews 
with historians to recount Hitler’s activities 
as a spy after Germany’s debilitating loss in 
the First World War. The film recounts Hit-
ler’s defiance during his trial on conspiracy 
charges, and talks about how he wrote Mein 
Kampf during a prison sentence. But the most 
interesting element of the documentary is its 
chronicle of the book’s publishing history, 
which in some ways foreshadows the con-
temporary tendency of the media to bring 
attention to dangerous, populist figures for 
the sake of profits. The success of Mein Kampf 
echoes the gradual embrace of Hitler—an 
outsider politician—as the nation’s imagined 
savior. Questions are pondered here: can one 
see the anti-Semitic violence in Hitler’s soul 
on the pages of Mein Kampf? Could anyone 
have predicted the Holocaust from reading 
it? Those reflections and more inspire anal-

H I S T O R Y  &  C U R R E N T  E V E N T S ysis here of the controversial tome, which 
was published in variously-priced gift edi-
tions. Presented in both English and French 
language versions, this interesting study is 
recommended. Aud: H, C, P. (T. Keogh)

Battle for Iraq HHH1/2
(2017) 60 min. DVD: $24.99 ($54.99 w/PPR). PBS 
Video. ISBN: 978-1-5317-0038-6.

In late 2016, a long-awaited campaign was 
launched against the ISIS-dominated north-
ern Iraq city of Mosul, waged by Iraq’s army 
and the Kurds, with U.S. military support. 
Although victory has since been claimed 
(after this documentary was made), sporadic 
fighting still continues in this once-thriving 
city that now lies in ruins, with many of 
its civilians having fled. Filmmaker Olivier 
Sarbil’s PBS-aired Frontline documentary 
offers a gut-wrenching look at a so-called 
“dirty battle against dirty people,” examining 
the human costs and difficulties of waging 
warfare against a remnant of fanatic ISIS 
guerillas who are hidden among civilians 
in a densely packed city. The film explores 
the ideological roots of the conflict, which 
pitted local Sunni Muslim civilians against a 
Shia-dominated army they distrusted. While 
initially welcoming ISIS, the residents quickly 
became disillusioned with the harsh laws 
and tight control enforced by the Islamic 
militants—conditions that locals compared 
to slavery. In growing desperation against the 
Iraq army’s advances, ISIS fought back with 
bomb-carrying drones, deadly roadside IEDs, 
and snipers hidden among the city’s rubble. 
But the brutality runs both ways, as seen here 
when an Iraqi soldier spits on the headless 
corpse of an ISIS fighter. There is an almost 

surrealistic quality to daily events, as when 
an ISIS radio broadcast proudly features an 
interview with a would-be suicide bomber. 
And the men, women, and children who are 
lucky enough to reach refugee camps then 
must face new dangers from cold, disease, 
hunger, and a lack of medicine. The short 
accompanying companion piece Hunting 
ISIS will likely provoke deep empathy among 
viewers for the suffering of innocent civilians 
who are ensnared in this brutal, seemingly 
endless war. Highly recommended. Aud: C, 
P. (S. Rees)

Out of Gitmo HHH
(2017) 60 min. DVD: $24.99 ($54.99 w/PPR). PBS 
Video. SDH captioned. ISBN: 978-1-5317-0177-2.

After 9/11, the U.S. base nicknamed “Git-
mo” located in Cuba’s Guantanamo Bay 
became a holding pen for suspected terrorists. 
Situated out of the reach of U.S. law, Gitmo 
has held many prisoners for years without 
charges (alleged 9/11 mastermind Khaled 
Sheikh Mohammed has still not been tried). 
Filmmaker James Jacoby’s PBS-aired Frontline 
documentary, hosted by Arun Rath, explores 
the wide-ranging dilemmas posed by Gitmo. 
Before leaving office, President Obama vowed 
to empty the compound of most detainees, 
while President Trump says he wants to load 
up the place with “bad dudes.” Many of those 
released went to Arab countries, and a few 
returned to the battlefield to resume jihad 
against nonbelievers. Rath concentrates on 
one released prisoner named Mansoor, who 
was sent to Serbia despite having no ties 
to the region, and in patent ignorance of 
the fact that Serbia was plagued by bloody 
ethnic cleansing waged by Serbians against 
Muslims in the 1990s. Mansoor comes across 
as mild-mannered and a bit confused; mostly 
confined to his small apartment under con-
stant surveillance, with no family or friends, 
Mansoor is clearly unhappy, and he protests 
with a hunger strike. Traveling to Serbia, Rath 
tries to secure better treatment or at least 
get some answers for Mansoor, who says he 
only wants to resume a normal life—perhaps 
marrying and starting a family—but instead 
he’s caught in the maze of a “forever prison.” 
The documentary includes a short film on 
the history of Gitmo, notably a period in the 
1990s when Haitian refugees were barred 
from entering the U.S., and some who were 
found to be HIV positive were caught up in 
a bureaucratic trap (after pressure from civil 
rights lawyers, most were eventually allowed 
to enter the United States). A solid documen-
tary about a continuing human rights issue, 
this is recommended. Aud: C, P. (S. Rees)

Ruby Ridge HHH
(2017) 60 min. DVD: $24.99 ($54.99 w/PPR). PBS 
Video. ISBN: 978-1-5317-0018-8.

The deadly 1992 siege at survivalist Ran-
dy Weaver’s compound at Ruby Ridge, ID, 
marked a turning point in the escalating 
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standoff between anti-government zealots 
and the FBI. Filmmaker Barak Goodman’s 
PBS-aired American Experience documentary 
tells the story of former Green Beret soldier 
Weaver and his family, whose anti-govern-
ment passions were stoked during the farm 
foreclosure crisis in the 1980s. Seeking inde-
pendence, Weaver’s family moved from Iowa 
to a secluded mountain top in Idaho, where 
they lived without phones or electricity. 
Gradually forming an Old Testament apoca-
lyptic “end times” view, Weaver also became 
involved with racists who were meeting in a 
nearby “Christian Identity” compound—a 
group that preached toxic views, including 
racial and ethnic segregation, while arming 
themselves for a showdown with any and all 
government authorities. U.S. marshals grew 
alarmed by reports that Weaver was sawing 
off shotguns, a violation of federal law. While 
conducting surveillance, a chance encounter 
led to the shooting death of a marshal and 
one of Weaver’s sons. Operating without solid 
information, the FBI set up road blocks, and 
Weaver—who already declined to cooperate 
with the government against the Aryan cult—
refused to come out and surrender. In the 
ensuing siege, Weaver’s wife was killed, and 
he and an associate were wounded. Unknown 
to authorities, the body of Weaver’s wife’s lay 
in the family’s cabin for days, further inflam-

Africa’s Great Civilizations HHH1/2
(2017) 2 discs. 360 min. DVD: $34.99 ($64.99 w/PPR), Blu-ray: $39.99 
($64.99 w/PPR). PBS Video. SDH captioned. ISBN: 978-1-5317-0006-5 
(dvd), 978-1-5317-0007-2 (blu-ray).

Africa is known as the cradle of humanity, our origins long 
believed to stretch back some 200,000 years to Africa’s Great Rift 
Valley (although recently a human skull found in Morocco has 
been dated back to 300,000 years). For centuries, Western cultures 
clung to the myth of “darkest Africa,” which was supposedly only 
redeemed after being “discovered” by European explorers. In this 
epic six-hour series, Professor Henry Louis Gates, Jr. attempts to 
unveil the true history of Africa, a continent plagued by struggle and tragedy, but also 
marked by major religious, artistic, and economic advances. Driven by early climate 
change, many began moving out of Africa about 80,000 years ago. From cave art, 
breeding livestock, and the creation of writing tools, Africa created a “blueprint for 
civilization,” embracing Islam and Christianity long before missionaries brought the 
faiths to the continent. Gates looks at a belief that the Ark of the Covenant found refuge 
in Ethiopia, the only African country that was not colonized. Rich natural resources 
and trade kept African culture vibrant even during Europe’s Dark Ages, and cities like 
Fez and Timbuktu boasted libraries and learning centers (Timbuktu’s libraries recently 
came under assault from extremists). The tireless Gates visits monuments left by the 
ancient civilizations of Nubia and Kush, as well as monasteries and mosques featuring 
ornate adornments and frescoes. Africa exported gold, ivory, diamonds, and later slaves, 
and by the 19th century, Europe began a “race to riches” under the guise of religious 
concern that resulted in colonization, exploitation, and brutality. Somehow, African 
spirituality survived. Although the references to place names and people may prove 
daunting to newcomers to the subject (which includes most of us), the art, architecture, 
and landscapes on display here are stunning, and the historical concepts are clearly 
explained. Highly recommended. Aud: H, C, P. (S. Rees)
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ing emotions. Finally, Bo Gritz (allegedly a 
real-life model for Rambo) negotiated a pro-
tracted and painful surrender. The blame for 
this siege could be shared between Weaver, 
who clearly held racist views; rabble-rousing 
supporters, who hurled invective at FBI 
officers; and an overzealous government 
bureau. Eventually, Weaver was acquitted of 
charges and received a multimillion dollar 
settlement. A solid thematic companion to 
Goodman’s recent PBS documentary Oklaho-
ma City (VL-7/17), this timely cautionary tale 
is recommended. Aud: C, P. (S. Rees)

Ukraine on Fire HH1/2
(2017) 95 min. In English, Ukrainian & Russian 
w/English subtitles. DVD: $24.95, Blu-ray: 
$29.95. Cinema Libre Studio (avail. from most 
distributors).

The fact that Oliver Stone executive-pro-
duced this documentary—and here conducts 
interviews with Russian President Vladimir 
Putin, former Ukrainian President Viktor 
Yanukovych, and Internal Affairs Minister 
Vitaliy Zakharchenko—should forewarn 
viewers that filmmaker Igor Lopatonok’s 
Ukraine on Fire will not reiterate what is re-
ported in Western news outlets. In contrast 
to the prevailing view that the 2014 demon-
strations in Kiev—which forced pro-Russian 
Yanukovych to flee the country and led to 
the installation of a new pro-Western govern-
ment—were a spontaneous public outcry for 
freedom and democracy, this film argues that 
the uprising was the culmination of a secret 
effort by Western governments working in 

The Story of China HHH
(2016) 2 discs. 360 min. DVD: $34.99 ($64.99 w/PPR), Blu-ray: 
$39.99 ($64.99 w/PPR). PBS Video (avail. from most distributors). SDH 
captioned. ISBN: 978-1-62789-995-6 (dvd), 978-1-62789-996-3 (blu-
ray).

Michael Wood serves as an enthusiastic guide for a historical 
tour of the Middle Kingdom in this six-part miniseries from 
the BBC and PBS. Wood’s approach is basically chronological, 
beginning with an evaluation of archaeological evidence from 
the third millennium BC in order to weigh the historical facts 
behind myths about the legendary ruler Yu the Great. The series 
then proceeds through the succession of ruling dynasties over 
the centuries until the end of the long imperial era that came with the establishment 
of the republic and the Communist takeover led by Mao Tse-tung. This essentially 
political recitation of invasions and rebellions provides a skeleton on which Wood is 
able to lovingly graft information on matters cultural, literary, religious, and philo-
sophical, regularly employing interviews with scholars and bards to flesh out details, 
as well as talking with ordinary citizens who add piquant observations. Wood’s bubbly 
attitude can be overwhelming—one might tire of things being described as fantastic 
and wonderful—and the pacing is often breathless, especially during the final hour, 
when horrible events such as the brutal Cultural Revolution are treated with discretion 
(perhaps out of deference to Wood’s government hosts). Nonetheless, this is a visually 
outstanding primer on Chinese history and culture, one that convincingly argues 
that despite the changes that might have occurred at the upper levels of society over 
the years, reverence for family remains a cornerstone of Chinese civilization. It also 
persuasively demonstrates that the post-Mao period is witnessing a return to tradi-
tional rituals and beliefs as well as an economic rebirth that has inspired an equally 
significant renewal of national pride. DVD extras include behind-the-scenes segments. 
Recommended. Aud: H, C, P. (F. Swietek)

league with rightist forces in Ukraine that 
trace their roots back to pro-Nazi nationalist 
movements. The documentary also offers an 
apologia for the reassertion of Russian control 
over Crimea and separatist movements that 
broke out in eastern Ukraine and the region 
around Odessa in reaction to the power shift 
in Kiev, steadfastly refusing to entertain the 
possibility that Russian intelligence forces 
would ever engage in the sort of clandestine 
activity attributed to the CIA. Ukraine on Fire 
is obviously not an objective account of the 
events of 2014—indeed it is closer to being 
pro-Russian propaganda—but it does offer a 
provocative alternative perspective on recent 
Ukrainian history. Extras include deleted 
scenes, and the bonus documentary Maidan 
Massacre, which argues that the sniper fire 
against demonstrators that ignited the ul-
timate overthrow of Yanukovych’s regime 
came not from security forces but from right-
ist provocateurs. A strong optional purchase. 
Aud: C, P. (F. Swietek)

The War Show HHH
(2016) 104 min. In Arabic & English w/English 
subtitles. DVD: $149 ($349 w/PPR). DRA. Bond 
Educator (avail. from www.filmmovement.com).

The early years of the Syrian civil war are 
depicted from the perspective of a group of 
friends in this PBS-aired POV documentary 
by Andreas Dalsgaard and Obaidah Zytoon, 
which employs footage that Zytoon—a 
former Damascus radio DJ—shot between 
2011-13, mostly in the capital and in her 
hometown of Zabadani. The War Show begins 

in the heady days when resistance to the 
Assad regime suddenly exploded and Zytoon 
joined spontaneous demonstrations aimed at 
bringing an end to long-suffering repression. 
But the government later responded with 
brutal force and the streets became sites for 
pitched battles rather than peaceful dissent. 
Zytoon introduces her fellow rebels—law 
student Lulu and her poet boyfriend Hisham; 
heavy metal drummer Rabea; economics 
student Amal; architecture student Houssam; 
and dental student Argha—following them 
as the conflict escalates into full civil war. 
Not all survive, and they become poignant 
symbols of the many thousands who have 
fallen. The film also underscores the naïveté 
of many who took to the streets—in Syria 
and elsewhere—during the initial stages 
of the Arab Spring, believing that their  
voices alone might bring about change, while 
also illustrating how fragmentation into 
moderate and radical elements—sometimes 
manipulated by the regime—weakened the 
rebellion and prolonged the violence. Offer-
ing a moving portrait of the personal side of 
a war that shows no signs of abating, this is 
recommended. Aud: C, P. (F. Swietek)

When Elephants Fight HHH
(2017) 80 min. In Swahili w/English subtitles. 
DVD: $59.95 ($250 w/PPR from edu.passionriver.
com). Passion River (avail. from most distributors).

A Congolese proverb that opens Mike 
Ramsdell’s documentary gloomily observes 
that when elephants fight, it is the grass that 
suffers. This film poignantly demonstrates 
that while the Democratic Republic of Congo 
is enormously rich in mineral resources such 
as cobalt, copper, tungsten, tin, and tanta-
lum, this has never benefitted the country’s 
general population. On the contrary, long-
standing exploitation of mineral resources 
has resulted in endemic poverty and, most 
recently, brutal warfare among competing 
armed militias. Although Ramsdell touches 
on the nation’s cruel colonial history and 
the Cold War-era rule of dictator Mobutu 
Sese Seko, his emphasis is on the past two 
decades, when civil war led to the formation 
of opposing rebel factions—often supported 
by forces from neighboring countries like 
Rwanda—who have rampaged over the min-
eral-rich province of Katanga, controlling 
mining operations and using sophisticated 
smuggling techniques to fund their reign 
of violence and intimidation. Critics of the 
Kabila regime (established in 1997) here not 
only protest the sweetheart deals that the 
government has cemented with Western 
firms (which have failed to improve the lives 
of the Congolese people), but also encourage 
activism pressuring Western companies to 
pledge to use only “conflict-free” minerals 
in their products—a tactic employed to 
some positive effect in the boycott of “blood 
diamonds.” Skillfully filmed in a dangerous 
region, adroitly edited, and soberly narrated 
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Victorian Slum House HHH
(2016) 2 discs. 300 min. DVD: $29.99 ($59.99 w/PPR). PBS Video. ISBN: 
978-1-5317-0159-8.

In the tradition of earlier miniseries such as Edwardian Farm 
(VL-9/13), this five-part PBS-aired BBC series places a group of 
modern-day folk in replica housing from an earlier period—in 
this case an East London neighborhood remade to resemble 
a 19th-century slum—where they attempt to survive without 
outside assistance. The episodes are arranged chronologically 
by decade, beginning with the 1860s and continuing into the 
early 1900s, an arrangement that illustrates how the plight of 
the urban poor changed over time—sometimes for the worse when the economy took 
a nosedive but gradually improving as workers began to organize and the government 
initiated social-welfare programs. Nevertheless, the general impression conveyed is that 
of a positively Dickensian life of endless penury, toil, and struggle. Inevitably, there is 
an element of dress-up here (especially when participants interact with contemporary 
people), but the series does effectively bring home the drudgery of sweatshops, the 
prevalence of child labor, and the obstacles faced by immigrants, the disabled, and 
those injured on the job. Yet helping others also sometimes backfires, as in the case of 
a single mother who skips out on her debts, leaving neighbors and shop-owners in the 
lurch to come up with rent. The show also offers some unusual historical detail, such 
as the fact that the well-to-do actually paid for tours of slums to see how the other half 
lived, leading to the coining of the term “slumming.” Viewers are here essentially taking 
that very tour, fortunately without the lack of amenities suffered by those onscreen. 
Recommended. Aud: H, C, P. (F. Swietek)

by Robin Wright, this insightful documen-
tary is recommended. Aud: C, P. (F. Swietek)

Discoveries…America National 
Parks: Midwest Heartland—Theodore 
Roosevelt to the Homestead Act 
HHH1/2
(2017) 56 min. DVD or Blu-ray: $24.95. DRA. 
Bennett-Watt HD Productions. PPR. ISBN: 978-1-
60490-212-9 (dvd), 978-1-60490-235-8 (blu-ray).

The latest entry in Jim and Kelly Watt’s 
high-def filmed Discoveries…America Nation-
al Parks series, Midwest Heartland explores 
over a dozen national park sites in the 
American Midwest, beginning in western 
North Dakota with the Theodore Roosevelt 
Memorial National Park, established in 1947 
and populated by bison and wild horses. 
The park overlooks the harsh beauty of the 
state’s Badlands, which played a large part 
in Roosevelt’s passion for conservation (a 
log cabin here features Roosevelt’s rocking 
chair and desk). Also in North Dakota is 
Knife River Indian Villages National Historic 
Site, which preserves archaeological items of 
interest evoking the architecture and culture 
of Northern Plains Indians. In nearby Mich-
igan, viewers visit Isle Royale National Park, 
home to vast stretches of forest on a rugged 
island in Lake Superior. Not too far away, in 
Minnesota, Grand Portage National Monu-
ment celebrates an old route for fur traders, 
with costumed re-enactments of historical 
scenes. And there’s more: gorgeous images 
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of Voyageurs National Park at Rainy Lake, 
MN; Agate Fossil Beds National Monument 
in Nebraska, a destination for enthusiasts 
of dinosaur bones and Native American 
artifacts; and the Tallgrass Prairie National 
Preserve in the Flint Hills region of Kansas, 
featuring 11,000 protected acres of a tallgrass 
prairie ecosystem. Sure to appeal to armchair 
travelers and vacationers, this is highly rec-
ommended. Aud: P. (T. Keogh)

Art and Heart: The World of Isaiah 
Sheffer HHH1/2
(2016) 52 min. DVD: $24.95. First Run Features 
(avail. from most distributors).

When Isaiah Sheffer died in 2012 at the 
age of 76, he left behind a significant legacy 
within New York City’s arts and cultural 
environment. Filmmaker Catherine Tambi-
ni provides a loving tribute to Sheffer as a 
producer, director, and sheer force of energy. 
Sheffer began in show business as a youth and 
found steady (if not stellar) work in theater 
and radio. In 1978, he and his artistic partner 
Allan Miller organized a marathon concert 
of Bach’s music in an abandoned cinema on 
Manhattan’s Upper West Side. Sheffer used 
the venue for additional events, including 
an annual “Bloomsday” reading from James 
Joyce’s Ulysses, as well as the broadcast of 
the public radio series Selected Shorts. His 
efforts to acquire and renovate the location, 
which he renamed Symphony Space, evolved 
into an 11-year legal battle, which he won. 

B I O G R A P H Y

Sheffer also produced and wrote for the NBC 
series Road to the White House, and earned an 
Emmy nomination for his work. Art and Heart 
features a number of stars who worked with 
Sheffer over the years—including Leonard Ni-
moy, Morgan Freeman, Stephen Colbert, Jane 
Curtin, and Stephen Lang—who offer warm 
anecdotes concerning his indefatigable spirit 
and seemingly endless enthusiasm. A loving 
profile of an influential cultural figure, this 
is highly recommended. Aud: C, P. (P. Hall)

Everybody Knows…Elizabeth Murray 
HHH
(2017) 60 min. DVD: $149 ($349 w/PPR). DRA. 
Kino Lorber Edu.

Kristi Zea’s documentary profile of Eliza-
beth Murray takes its title from the artist’s 
final painting, which was completed shortly 
before her death from lung cancer in 2007. 
But it also alludes to Murray’s openness 
about her illness, which included sitting for 
filmed interviews in a clearly fragile state and 
attending gallery exhibitions in a wheelchair. 
In swift, incisive strokes—accompanied 
by excerpts from Murray’s diaries read by 
Meryl Streep, and comments from fellow 
artists—Zea covers Murray’s difficult child-
hood (marked by instances of homelessness), 
the prescience of a supportive teacher who 
actually paid for her tuition at the Chicago 
Institute of Arts, the challenge of eking out a 
living as a single mother in 1970s New York 
City (her children recall the long hours she 
spent in her studio during their youth), and 
the important support that she received from 
gallery owner Paula Cooper. The film also 
offers ample opportunity to savor her work, 
which is generally characterized as post-min-
imalist, although her rich, colorful, and often 
very large canvases defy easy pigeonholing. 
The title also carries an ironic note since 
Everybody Knows… emphasizes how hard Mur-
ray had to work in order to win recognition 
from her male contemporaries—making it 
especially gratifying that the film culminates 
with the career retrospective that she was 
accorded at the Museum of Modern Art the 
year before her death. Recommended. Aud: 
C, P. (F. Swietek)

I Am Heath Ledger HHH
(2017) 94 min. DVD: $19.99. Virgil Films (avail. 
from most distributors). Closed captioned.

The late actor Heath Ledger’s selfie videos—
which he took obsessively—are combined 
with extensive interviews of friends, relatives, 
and colleagues in this revealing portrait of 
an extraordinary talent whose life was cut 
short. Ledger’s career had already reached 
remarkable heights when he died at the age 
of 28—including performances in Brokeback 
Mountain and the posthumously-released The 
Dark Knight that were received with raptur-
ous acclaim—but while filmmakers Adrian 
Buitenhuis and Derik Murray’s documentary 



V I D E O  L I B R A R I A N S E P T E M B E R / O C T O B E R  2 0 1 768

offers snippets from all of Ledger’s film roles 
(including his 1999 debut in 10 Things I 
Hate About You), I Am Heath Ledger doesn’t 
simply celebrate the breadth of the actor’s 
talent, but also details his determination 
to improve and deepen his craft while also 
learning from costars like Mel Gibson. The 
film emphasizes the restless ambition that 
drove Ledger towards artistic expression not 
only through acting but also in collaboration 
on music videos, often with friends—some 
from his native Australia—who he invited to 
crash with him in his Hollywood home. But 
for all of the confidence that Ledger publicly 
exuded, coupled with his enthusiasm about 
becoming a father, there are brief glimpses 
of insecurity seen here, although the doc-
umentary does not delve too deeply into 
the circumstances of Ledger’s death (which 
was ruled an accidental overdose from pre-
scription drugs). I Am Heath Ledger includes 
heartfelt tributes from directors Ang Lee 
and Catherine Hardwicke, and actors Naomi 
Watts, Emile Hirsch, Ben Mendelssohn, and 
Djimon Housou, as well as others who talk 
about how Ledger touched their lives. Extras 
include additional scenes and a brief blurb 
about a scholarship created in Ledger’s name. 
Recommended. Aud: P. (F. Swietek)

I Know a Man…Ashley Bryan HHH
(2016) 73 min. DVD: $59 w/PPR: public libraries; 
$199 w/PPR: colleges & universities. DRA. Kane-
Lewis Productions.

Versatile African-American artist and ed-
ucator Ashley Bryan opens up about his life 
in this documentary from filmmaker Richard 
Kane. Born in Harlem in 1923, Bryan lives 
on Little Cranberry Island, ME, where he’s 
become a beloved member of the commu-
nity. Aside from a museum dedicated to his 
work, his sea glass mosaics adorn the local 
Lutheran church. During the course of the 
film, Bryan paints, makes prints, and reads 
from his children’s books for enthusiastic au-
diences in America, Kenya, and South Africa 
(he has also illustrated books by Langston 
Hughes and Nikki Giovanni, who praises his 
contributions). In addition, Bryan constructs 
puppets from found materials, such as gloves 
and mussel shells. His father hailed from 
Antigua, and Bryan grew up in the Bronx. 
Despite a wealth of talent and dedication, 
his attempts to secure a scholarship met with 
rejection until he applied to Cooper Union, 
which had a colorblind admissions process. 
Even after being drafted during World War 
II, Bryan found time to study in Glasgow and 
took his sketchbook everywhere he went, 
including Omaha Beach in Normandy. Af-
terward, he studied in New York and France, 
and taught at Dartmouth University. Bryan 
credits his faith and family for keeping him 
sane after the war. That faith has also led 
him to contribute linoleum cuts to hymnals, 
illustrating the connections between Negro 
spirituals and the slave trade. A recent New-

bery Honor winner, Bryan is a man whose 
positive attitude and boundless creativity 
should be an inspiration for both students 
and instructors in the fields of visual arts and 
African-American history. The institutional 
release includes the full-length version, a 
56-minute cut, and a 32-minute abridgement 
for classroom use. Recommended. Aud: H, C, 
P. (K. Fennessy)

John Lewis: Get in the Way HHH1/2
(2017) 60 min. DVD: $24.99. PBS Video. SDH 
captioned. ISBN: 978-1-5317-0178-9.

Georgia congressman John Lewis is a leg-
end, a living link between the present and the 
turbulent Civil Rights era during the 1950s 
and ‘60s. Filmmaker Kathleen Dowdey’s 
PBS-aired profile follows the career of this 
sharecropper’s son, who originally wanted to 
be a preacher (Lewis was so earnest he held 
“funeral” services for chickens under his care 
on his family’s farm). Hearing the preaching 
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. during the Mont-
gomery bus boycott, Lewis became commit-
ted to nonviolence, resistance, and the need 
for “good trouble, necessary trouble.” Lewis 
participated in lunch counter sit-ins, and 
rode the buses with Freedom Riders, during 
which passengers were attacked by racists 
armed with axes and pitchforks while police 
simply stood by. He was one of the youngest 
keynote speakers at the landmark 1963 March 
on Washington and is most famous for the 
1965 Selma march, in which he and others 
were attacked and seriously wounded by state 
troopers. All of this led to the watershed Vot-
ing Rights Act of 1965, but shortly thereafter 
militants such as Stokely Carmichael argued 
that it was time to start following the words 
of Malcolm X, urging that African Americans 
“stop singing and start swinging.” But for 

Lewis, nonviolence is “love in action,” which 
offsets the heavy burden of hate. Since being 
elected to Congress, Lewis has campaigned 
tirelessly for healthcare, immigration and 
transgender rights, gun control, and against 
recent attempts at voter suppression. Lewis 
urges viewers to “find a way to get in the 
way,” to continue Dr. King’s unfinished rev-
olution for civil rights freedoms and equality. 
Offering a stirring biography of a civil rights 
pioneer, this is highly recommended. Aud: 
H, C, P. (S. Rees)

La Vie de Jean-Marie HHH1/2
(2015) 166 min. In Flemish & French w/English 
subtitles. DVD: $24.95. IndiePix (avail. from most 
distributors).

Filmmaker Peter van Houton delivers an 
intimate portrait of an elfin septuagenarian 
priest serving a collection of small parishes 
in the French Pyrenees in this leisurely but 
engrossing, often touching, and in the end 
surprising documentary. Some sequences 
show Jean-Marie Raaijmakers attending a 
Bastille Day celebration or a village music 
festival, but long stretches are devoted to his 
puttering about in his garden (cutting flowers 
for the altar or planting seeds and shoots), 
doing repairs on his rectory, or surveying a 
half-built new church he has worked on over 
the years but now admits he will never be 
able to complete. Other segments center on 
recollections of his youth—many revolving 
around his memories of beautiful young 
women he once courted or even proposed 
to (without success)—and his somewhat 
peculiar theological pronouncements, often 
dealing with the priestly requirement of celi-
bacy. Van Houton also follows Jean-Marie on 
his rounds from parish to parish saying Mass 
and visiting the sick; at one stop he says his 

Obit. HHH1/2
(2017) 96 min. DVD: $29.95, Blu-ray: $34.95 (avail. from most 
distributors), $349 w/PPR (avail. from www.kinolorberedu.com). DRA. 
Kino Lorber. SDH captioned.

At a time when established news outlets like the New York Times 
have come under increasing political attack, Vanessa Gould’s doc-
umentary offers an enlightening portrait of the seriousness—and 
humanity—with which staffers in one of the Gray Lady’s key 
departments approach their work. The journalists who write the 
obituaries for the newspaper are dedicated not only to accuracy 
but they also exhibit empathy and strive for literary quality. 

They respectfully contact survivors and other sources to collect illuminating details 
(and also to obtain confirmation of death—an absolute prerequisite given an earlier 
notorious mistake). And they connect with the paper’s archives—a huge collection 
of clippings from past issues—for information (which gives Gould the opportunity 
to introduce Jeff Roth, who presides over the makeshift library and describes his 
work in a wryly self-deprecating tone). Obit. nicely conveys the attachment that the 
various writers develop for their assigned subjects as they make cases for expanded 
word counts with their editor, who occasionally argues for front-page placement of 
obituaries in full editorial meetings. The ultimate message of Gould’s film is that when 
well crafted, an obituary is not so much a notice of death as it is a celebration of a 
life, an aim that the obituary writers at the Times are clearly dedicated to achieving. 
Highly recommended. Aud: C, P. (F. Swietek)



V I D E O  L I B R A R I A NS E P T E M B E R / O C T O B E R  2 0 1 7 69

Series Update
service is partially aimed at helping the souls 
of fetuses (aborted in the village years before) 
to find eternal rest. The film also introduces 
two women in Jean-Marie’s life—parish 
secretary Marie-Claire and a friend named 
Chantal, whose closeness to Jean-Marie has 
set some of his parishioners’ tongues wagging. 
Jean-Marie will eventually reach a decision 
that will mean great changes both for himself 
and the people he has ministered to for so 
long. A lyrical film, this is highly recommend-
ed. Aud: C, P. (F. Swietek)

Scalia: Portrait of a Man & Jurist HHH
(2017) 86 min. DVD: $19.99. Virgil Films (avail. 
from most distributors). Closed captioned.

Filmmaker Chris Mortensen presents a 
panegyric to the late Antonin Scalia (1936-
2016), who served as Associate Justice on the 
United States Supreme Court for 30 years and 
was a primary exponent of the doctrine of 
originalism—the idea that the U.S. Constitu-
tion must be interpreted in terms of what the 
framers meant (which explains the collection 
of old dictionaries filling Scalia’s bookshelves 
that he frequently cited). Mortensen offers 
an overview of Scalia’s life, but the emphasis 
here is on his judicial philosophy and the 
energy—some would say pugnacity—with 
which he argued it. Interviewees—including 
legal scholars, former law clerks, NPR corre-
spondent Nina Totenberg, and fellow justices 
(John Roberts, Clarence Thomas, Samuel 
Alito, Ruth Bader Ginsburg, and Elena Ka-
gan)—recount how Scalia invigorated oral ar-
guments before the Court through persistent 
questioning rather than decorous treatment 
of lawyers. They also testify to his love of 
debate and his oftentimes waspish comments 
in written opinions, particularly dissents. 
Most of his colleagues took the sharpness of 
tone in good spirit, although some—such 
as Sandra Day O’Connor, who is pointedly 
absent here—were apparently offended. The 
documentary ultimately argues that Scal-
ia’s interpretive view—favoring strict lines 
of demarcation between federal and state 
powers, and respect for the independence of 
each branch of the federal government—has 
proven increasingly powerful, and that he 
will eventually be recognized as one of the 
most influential justices in the Court’s his-
tory. Likely to be of considerable interest to 
viewers on both sides of the political fence, 
this is recommended. Aud: C, P. (F. Swietek)

Searching for Victor “Young” Perez: The 
Boxer of Auschwitz HHH
(2016) 64 min. In French w/English subtitles. DVD: 
$24.95: individuals; $100: public libraries; $250: 
colleges & universities. EPF Media. PPR. ISBN: 978-
1-933724-46-1.

Actor Tomer Sisley embarks on an obsessive 
quest in this captivating documentary, hop-
ing to discover the facts about Victor “Young” 
Perez, a Jewish flyweight boxer who in 1931 
at the age of 20 became the youngest fighting 

champion in the world. Arrested by the Nazis 
and deported to the Auschwitz death camp, 
Perez was forced to box for the amusement 
of the guards even as he suffered many of 
the same privations as other prisoners. The 
facts of Perez’s life, his accomplishments, and 
the mystery surrounding his death are all 
explored in filmmaker Sophie Nahum’s doc-
umentary, in which Sisley interviews some 
of the few survivors of Auschwitz who knew 
Perez and still retain sharp, detailed memories 
of daily horrors at the camp. Vintage footage 
of Perez in the ring reveals a champion bless-
ed with ferocious speed and power, a fighter 
whose promising career was tragically cut 
short by the Third Reich. Recommended. 
Aud: C, P. (T. Keogh)

Solitary Strength: The Story of 
Cattlewoman Dorothy Stover Hall 
HHH
(2016) 51 min. DVD: $24.99 ($199 w/PPR). 
Dreamscape Media. Closed captioned.

Filmmaker Trudy Duisenberg’s graceful 
and inspiring documentary tells the story 
of a 20th-century original, a go-it-alone 
California rancher named Dorothy Stover 
Hall, who eschewed postwar, middle-class 
norms to live life on her own terms. Born 
in 1910 to a ranching family in the high 
country of the Sierra Nevada foothills, Hall 
learned everything there was to know about 
running such an operation, from good 
stewardship of the land to caring for the 
animals to managing a lengthy cattle run. 
After graduating college at California State 
University, Chico, and working a couple of 
years in the probation field, Hall purchased 
a 130-acre ranch and set about the many 
daily and seasonal tasks involved in keeping 
it successful. A brief marriage left her with 
twin daughters to raise alone; one shares of-
ten-delightful stories of being taught fearless 
independence and how to live close to the 
earth. Duisenberg has done an exceptional 
job of compiling and organizing archival 
materials that help underscore the character 
and uniqueness of Hall (who died in 1982). 
Other interviewees include a handful of 
folks who knew her and sometimes worked 
for her, as well as a librarian who speaks of 
cowgirl Hall’s fondness for—of course—Lou-
is L’Amour Western novels. Recommended. 
Aud: C, P. (T. Keogh)

The following titles are new additions 
to series that were previously recom-
mended. Titles are available from most 
distributors unless otherwise noted.

Recently released 
by Shout! Factory is 
Power Rangers Dino 
Super Charge: The 
Complete Series (264 
min., DVD: 4 discs, 
$19.98), the 2016 23rd 
season of the long-run-
ning live-action mar-
tial arts series for children, featuring all 
20 episodes. See review of Power Rangers 
Zeo, Volume One in VL-1/14.

From Time Life, The Tonight Show 
Starring Johnny Carson: Johnny and 
Friends Featuring Steve Martin, Robin 
Williams & Eddie Murphy (499 min., 
DVD: 3 discs, $29.95) shines the spot-
light on comedy superstars, and also 
features guests including Jimmy Stew-
art, Sylvester Stallone, Steve Lawrence, 
and Karen Black. See review of The To-
night Show Starring Johnny Carson—The 
Vault Series: Archive Classics in VL-1/17.

Newly available from Warner Bros. 
Home Entertainment is Peanuts by 
Schulz: School Days (224 min., DVD: 
2 discs, $18.95), based on the classic 
characters from Charles M. Schulz’s 
comic strip, featuring 29 new themed 
shorts. See review of Peanuts by Schulz: 
Snoopy Tales in VL-3/17.

My Little Pony: Equestria Girls—
Magical Movie Night (66 min., DVD: 
$14.99) is the most recent title in Shout! 
Factory and Hasbro Studios’ comput-
er-animated series, featuring a trio of 
episodes with fun ponies including 
Rainbow Dash and Sunset Shimmer. See 
review of My Little Pony: Equestria Girls 
in VL-11/13.

Warner Home Vid-
eo has released The 
Powerpuff Girls: The 
Last Donnycorn (143 
min., DVD: $14.98), 
featuring 12 episodes 
from the 2016 Cartoon 
Network reboot of the 
1998-2005 series about superhero sis-
ters Bubbles, Blossom, and Buttercup, 
including “The Wrinklegruff Girls” and 
“Blue Ribbon Blues.” See review of The 
Powerpuff Girls: ‘Twas the Fight Before 
Christmas in VL Online-12/03.

Visit Video Librarian Online (www.
videolibrarian.com) for more reviews 
during September and October, includ-
ing: Bayou Maharajah, Insatiable: The 
Homaro Cantu Story, Leonardo: The Man 
Who Saved Science, Solitary: Inside Red 
Onion State Prison, Tai Chi for Body and 
Mind Fitness, Yosemite, and much more!
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Japanese  Anime
Attack on Titan—Junior 
High: The Complete 
Series HHH
(2015) 4 discs. 204 min. Blu-
ray/DVD Combo: $49.98. 
Funimation (avail. from most 
distributors).

One of the most celebrated recent anime 
franchises, Attack on Titan (VL-11/14) was 
a nightmarish action-packed series about 
future humankind being besieged in walled 
cities by mindless, naked, man-eating giants 
(“Titans”). Here the material gets a zany 
burlesque makeover, recasting the principal 
characters as youngsters at Attack Junior High 
School, where kids must cope with the fact 
that young Titans also attend (in separate 
classes). First-year student Eren vengefully 
joins an anti-Titan student secret society, 
but the bulk of the comedy here frenetically 
spoofs classroom life. Still, Titan plot details 
sporadically surface as members of the ensem-
ble prepare for a dodgeball tournament, run 
for class president, investigate school ghost- 
lore, and promote their beloved “chee-burg-
ers” in the summer festival (only to see Titans 
steal them). But viewers do not have to abso-
lutely be familiar with the original to have 
fun with the nonsense antics. Compiling all 
12 episodes from 2015 in a dual-language 
Blu-ray/DVD Combo edition, rated TV-14, 
extras include select episode commentaries. 
Recommended. (C. Cassady)

The Big O: Complete 
Collection, Seasons 1 & 
2 HHH1/2
(1999) 4 discs. 650 min. Blu-
ray: $79.98. Sentai Filmworks 
(avail. from most distributors).

This classic mecha anime 
told in film noir style is set in Paradigm City, 
a coastal metropolis otherwise surrounded 
by wasteland and ruled by an all-powerful 
corporation headed by CEO Alex Rosewater. 
All of the residents somehow had their mem-
ories wiped clean 40 years previously, when 
the outside world was reputedly destroyed 
by an unknown force. In the city’s highly 
stratified society, an integral role is played 
by the Negotiators, the most capable being 
protagonist Roger Smith. In addition to his 
butler Norman, Smith is joined on his mis-
sions by an android named Dorothy, and by 
the Big O, a massive robot that Smith pilots 
in battle against others of its kind. The 1999 
debut season ended with many questions 
unanswered, but the second season did not 
arrive until 2003, centering on an ongoing 
struggle between Smith and Rosewater that 
culminates in revelations about what actually 
happened four decades earlier. The combina-
tion of hard-boiled action, mecha conven-
tion, and existential ambiguity makes The Big 
O a fascinating oddity with a well-deserved 
critical reputation. Presenting all 26 episodes 
in a dual-language Blu-ray edition, rated TV-

14, extras include a cast and crew interview. 
Highly recommended. (F. Swietek)

Boruto: Naruto the Movie 
HH1/2
(2015) 112 min. DVD: $19.98, 
Blu-ray/DVD Combo: $29.99. 
Viz Media (avail. from most 
distributors).

This 2015 theatrical fea-
ture is inspired by the peren-
nially popular Shonen Jump adventure-com-
ic hero Naruto, who is a super-powered 
“shinobi” ninja warrior. Even newcomers 
to the multi-volume Naruto-verse can grasp 
the plot basics. Naruto, although ever boyish 
looking and sounding, is here a husband and 
father, whose eldest son Boruto feels neglect-
ed because of Naruto’s heroic responsibilities 
as a regional guardian and peacemaker. For 
an important ritual ninja tournament, Boruto 
conspicuously adopts his father’s old buddy as 
a sensei/trainer, rather than Naruto himself, 
and also uses technological gadgetry instead 
of his mystic “chakra” essence in order to 
win. But straightaway a worse threat appears 
in the form of a pair of seemingly invincible 
foes. Parent and rebel offspring must stand 
together and fight, in what amounts to a long, 
loud boss battle that will still likely appeal to 
fans of the franchise. Presented in separated 
dual-language DVD and Blu-ray/DVD Com-
bo set editions, rated TV-14, extras include 
storyboards and a mini-OVA with Boruto 
in household trouble once again. A strong 
optional purchase. (C. Cassady)

Chivalry of a Failed 
Knight: Complete 
Collection HHH
(2015) 300 min. DVD: 3 
discs, $59.98; Blu-ray: 2 discs, 
$69.98. Sentai Filmworks 
(avail. from most distributors).

Based on the first three 
volumes of Riku Misora and Won’s highly 
successful light novel series, this 2015 an-
ime centers on the supernaturally-endowed 
students (called “Blazers”) of Hagun Mage 
Knight Academy, who are honing their ex-
traordinary fighting powers in preparation 
for competition against representatives from 
other schools in a prestigious annual tourna-
ment. The focus is on Ikki Kurogane, scion of 
a famous Blazer family, who is deemed the 
least of the aspiring knights due to his lack 
of control, and Stella Vermillion, a princess 
(and his new roommate) who has a very high 
ranking. They are joined by Ikki’s younger 
sister Shizuku, who is extremely jealous when 
anyone gets too close to her brother. The plot 
follows the development of their weapons 
and subsequent tournament matches, with 
side plots such as a hostage situation in a mall 
and a scheme to undermine Ikki’s progress 
by having him falsely arrested. The series 
features likable characters, colorful anima-

tion, and an imaginative “alternate Earth” 
narrative that touches on personal issues 
regarding familial expectations while also 
offering ample opportunity for action-packed 
combat. Presenting all 12 episodes in separate 
dual-language DVD and Blu-ray editions, rat-
ed TV-MA, this is recommended. (F. Swietek)

Dimension W: The 
Complete Series HHH
(2016) 4 discs. 300 min. Blu-
ray/DVD Combo: $64.98. 
Funimation (avail. from most 
distributors).

This anime series set in 
the not-too-distant future 
centers on the discovery of a fourth di-
mensional axis called Dimension W that 
creates a new energy resource. The power is 
harnessed by devices known as Coils, while 
a monopoly run by a company named New 
Tesla Energy controls access to this resource. 
But unregistered Coils are being used to 
sap power for illegal purposes, so New Tesla 
hires bounty hunters called Collectors to 
track down and put a halt to this activity. 
Kyouma Mabuchi is a Collector who hates 
the Coil technology—he prefers the historic 
gasoline-powered set-up—and his life is 
changed when he stymies the kidnapping of a 
girl who turns out to be a robot named Mira. 
She joins him on Collector duties, embarking 
on adventures that take the pair into bizarre 
and dangerous situations where illegal Coils 
are the least of their problems. With its mix 
of sci-fi, conspiracy, oddball comedy, and 
stylish violence, Dimension W sometimes feels 
like several different anime series sliced and 
diced into one, but it boasts a scrappy charm, 
and Kyouma’s affection for outdated energy 
technology helps (pardon the expression) 
fuel much of the fun. Compiling all 12 epi-
sodes from 2016 in a dual-language Blu-ray/
DVD Combo set, rated TV-14, extras include 
a bonus OVA, episode commentaries, and a 
production diary. Recommended. (P. Hall)

Gangsta: The Complete 
Series HHH1/2
(2015) 4 discs. 300 min. Blu-
ray/DVD Combo: $64.98. 
Funimation (avail. from most 
distributors).

The central characters of 
this anime series are Worick 
Arcangelo and Nicolas Brown, a pair of so-
called “Handymen” in the town of Ergastu-
lum, which appears to have more than its fair 
share of organized crime figures and corrupt 
police officers. Worick and Nicolas take on 
the jobs that neither the mobsters nor the 
cops are willing or able to handle, and they 
are joined in their work by former prostitute 
Alex Benedetto. Nicolas is a “Twilight” with 
superhuman powers gained through a special 
drug administered by the peculiar Dr. Theo, 
while Worick supplements his income as a 
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male prostitute. Gangsta is full of violent plot 
twists featuring both Worick and Nicolas in 
ongoing adventures as well as flashbacks to 
the horrific abuse suffered by Worick in his 
childhood (Nicolas rescued him by killing off 
his family). Despite the high level of gore, the 
series is very well written, with the darker ele-
ments handled in a mature manner, while the 
characters themselves are given well-drawn 
personalities. Presenting all 12 episodes from 
2015 in a dual-language Blu-ray/DVD Combo 
set, rated TV-MA, extras include episode com-
mentaries and a bonus “Episode 9.5.” Highly 
recommended. (P. Hall)

Gate: Complete 
Collection HHH
(2015) 600 min. DVD: 5 
discs, $79.98; Blu-ray: 3 discs, 
$99.98. Sentai Filmworks 
(avail. from most distributors).

Based on a novel series 
by Takumi Yanai, Gate is 
a fantasy-action-adventure anime centered 
on a mysterious portal to another world that 
appears in Tokyo, enabling the invasion of an 
army of warriors clad in ancient armor. The 
Japanese Self Defense Force repels the attack, 
and a military expedition is sent through 
the gate to take countermeasures against the 
imperial invaders, who inhabit an alternate 
reality where elves, wizards, dragons, and 
magic coexist with humans. Reservist Yoji 
Itami becomes the functional leader as a 
result of his expertise with fantasy games 
and books, serving as a key player in the 
factional disputes within the empire’s ruling 
class and subject kingdoms, while gaining 
support from a number of knights, mages, 
elves, and ordinary folk, as well as Princess 
Piña Co Lada, who spearheads a peace party, 
although her powerful brother Zorzal opposes 
laying down arms. The situation is further 
complicated by the intervention of outside 
forces from the United States, China, and 
Russia, attempting to exploit the new world 
for their own purposes, which threatens 
to undercut the Japanese government’s ef-
forts to end the war. Gate’s abrupt shifts in 
plotting and tone can be jarring, but overall 
the diverse elements make for an intriguing 
narrative, albeit one that is bloody and brutal. 
Presenting all 24 episodes from 2015-16 in a 
dual-language Blu-ray edition, rated TV-MA, 
extras include an animated comic. Recom-
mended. (F. Swietek)

Gosick: The Complete 
Series, Part One 
HHH1/2
(2011) 4 discs. 300 min. Blu-
ray/DVD Combo: $59.98. 
Funimation (avail. from most 
distributors).

In this anime series set in 1924 in the 
fictitious Francophonic European country of 
Sauville, Kazuya Kujo—an exchange student 

at St. Marguerite Academy—meets Victorique, 
a mysterious young woman with a doll-like 
appearance whose connection to the school 
is not immediately apparent (she never at-
tends classes, but can be found in the school 
library). Victorique has a knack for solving 
murder mysteries, and Kazuya teams up with 
her to investigate a series of disturbing crimes 
(featuring some graphic imagery). Gosick is a 
delightful series that is close in spirit to the 
great British mystery shows aired on PBS’s 
Masterpiece Theatre, featuring loads of clever 
plot twists and two remarkably engaging lead 
characters who share a charming chemistry. 
Presenting the first 12 episodes (of 24) from 
2011 in a dual-language Blu-ray/DVD Combo 
set, rated TV-MA, this is highly recommend-
ed. (P. Hall)

Luck & Logic: The 
Complete Series HH1/2
(2016) 4 discs. 300 min. Blu-
ray/DVD Combo: $64.98. 
Funimation (avail. from most 
distributors).

Sporting a familiar anime 
premise—a team of heroes 
in a quasi-official capacity fight supernatu-
ral invaders—the anime series Luck & Logic 
was created concurrently with a Japanese 
card-playing game. In a future world, gods 
and spirit-entities are a scientifically rec-
ognized reality. The ALCA are a team of 
“Logicalist” young people—powered up with 
special cards—who handle crises whenever an 
unwelcome “Foreigner” (a deity or demon) 
intrudes in human affairs. Seemingly average 
teen Yoshichika is actually a top Logicalist, 
and one of the very few guys on the over-
whelmingly female squad (casual nudity is 
featured during their magical mission-prep 
rituals). And from time to time the heroes 
must take care to safeguard the welfare of the 
Foreigners, not just the people. Ultimately, 
they must fight against a supremely treacher-
ous Foreigner: the fallen angel Lucifer. Despite 
the appearance by Satan, the overall tone of 
the material here is upbeat and sprightly, not 
fashionably dark. Compiling all 12 episodes 
from 2016 in a dual-language Blu-ray/DVD 
Combo set, rated TV-14, this is a strong op-
tional purchase. (C. Cassady)

Pandora in the Crimson 
Shell: Ghost Urn—The 
Complete Series HH
(2016) 4 discs. 300 min. Blu-
ray/DVD Combo: $64.98. 
Funimation (avail. from most 
distributors).

This is the story of two girls—cyborg Nene, 
and android Clarion—who meet on Cenancle 
Island and become friends while fighting to 
keep a megalomaniac from accessing a dan-
gerous new device called BUER. The near-fu-
ture world in which they live is full of nascent 
artificial intelligence, fantastic technology, 

and mad scientists. Amidst wacky hijinks and 
crazy humor, Ghost Urn does pay lip service 
to concepts about the nature of existence 
and making the world a better place, but it is 
mostly content to focus on the heartwarming 
relationship between the two girls and serve 
up heaps of fan service, including a wise but 
pervy little mascot and a power-up-activation 
sequence (featured in every episode) that 
requires Nene to put her hand in Clarion’s 
panties. While the friendship story is cute, 
the pacing, humor, and story coherence vary 
wildly, and the animation is fairly standard. 
Ultimately, Ghost Urn tries to do too many 
things at once and suffers for it. Presenting 
all 12 episodes from 2016 in a dual-language 
Blu-ray/DVD Combo set, rated TV-14, this is 
an optional purchase. (L. Martincik)

Prince of Stride: 
Alternative—The 
Complete Series HHH
(2016) 4 discs. 300 min. Blu-
ray/DVD Combo: $64.98. 
Funimation (avail. from most 
distributors).

Stride—a team sport that is essentially 
a mix of relay-running and parkour—is in 
danger of petering out at Honan Academy. 
After a disastrous year, the club needs three 
new students in order to make a team of six. 
Nana Sakurai has come to Honan specifical-
ly in hopes of managing a Stride team (as a 
girl, she isn’t allowed to be a runner). Takeru 
Fujiwara is fully committed to Stride for his 
own mysterious reasons, and he manages to 
rope in talented athlete Riku Yagami despite 
the latter’s protestations of having no interest 
in Stride. Members of the scrappy new team 
must learn about each other and their vari-
ous colorful rival teams if they hope to win 
the End of Summer competition. Although 
based on an otome game in which a female 
character seeks a romantic relationship from 
among several candidates, Prince of Stride: 
Alternative is actually about passion for a sport 
in which connecting is key—not only in the 
“high five” handoff between runners but also 
the need for team cohesiveness. Drama takes 
precedence over action despite a plethora of 
bright and cleanly animated races, with all 
the personal arcs tied up neatly by the end. 
Presenting all 12 episodes from 2016 in a 
dual-language Blu-ray/DVD Combo set, rated 
TV-14, this is recommended. (L. Martincik)

Samurai Warriors: The 
Complete Series HH1/2
(2015) 2 discs. 300 min. DVD: 
$44.98. Funimation (avail. 
from most distributors).

Based on the titular vid-
eo game series, the anime 
Samurai Warriors centers on 
the massive wars that rocked Japan during 
the 16th century. Brothers Yukimura and 
Nobuyuki Sanada are warriors under the 
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Record of Lodoss War: 
OVA + Chronicles of the 
Heroic Knight (Funima-
tion, Blu-ray/DVD Combo: 
8 discs, $84.98). This set 
collects the original 1990 
13-episode dungeons and 
dragons RPG-themed anime 
classic Record of Lodoss War (VL-9/02) on Blu-
ray, and the 40-episode 1998 follow-up Chron-
icles of the Heroic Knight (VL Online-12/99) 
on DVD.

banner of Hideyoshi Toyotomi, whose mil-
itary brilliance defeated rival warlords and 
led to the unification of Japan. But the death 
of Hideyoshi causes divisions in the newly 
united land, and the Sanada brothers soon 
find themselves on opposite sides of a new 
conflict that plunges Japan back into civil 
war. To its credit, the series serves up some in-
teresting Japanese history, seriously detailing 
the battle strategies and policy planning that 
resulted in the cycle of war to peace to war. 
But ultimately Samurai Warriors is a some-
what quotidian endeavor that underserves 
its colorful subject, and while the animation 
is adequate, the characters often seem like 
caricatures. Presenting all 12 episodes from 
2015 in a dual-language DVD edition, rated 
TV-14, extras include a bonus prequel OVA. 
A strong optional purchase. (P. Hall)

The Seven Deadly Sins: 
Season One, Part One 
HHH
(2014) 300 min. DVD: 2 discs, 
$39.98; Blu-ray/DVD Combo: 
4 discs, $64.98. Funimation 
(avail. from most distributors).

Based on Nakaba Suzuki’s 
titular fantasy manga series, this anime series 
centers on the Kingdom of Liones, whose 
ruling house has been overthrown by a 
tyrannical group of warriors known as the 
Holy Knights. Princess Elizabeth seeks help 
in reclaiming the throne from the titular 
squad of seven fighters who were expelled 
by the Knights years before and have since 
disbanded. She locates boyish Meliodas, aka 
the Dragon’s Sin of Wrath and former leader 
of the Sins, who is now a simple barkeeper. 
Together with Meliodas’s talking pig Hawk, 
they undertake an eventful trek to find and 
enlist his former companions, all the while 
pursued by the Knights and their accomplic-
es. This is a colorful adventure yarn replete 
with unusual characters and magical action 
sequences presented in an animation style 
that successfully mirrors Suzuki’s original 
illustrations. Presenting the first 12 episodes 
(of 24) from 2014 in separate dual-language 
(plus Spanish) DVD and Blu-ray/DVD Combo 
editions, rated TV-14, this is recommended. 
(F. Swietek)

Speed Racer: The 
Complete Series 
HHHH
(1967) 1,300 min. DVD: 6 
discs, $24.98; Blu-ray: 5 discs, 
$29.98. Funimation (avail. 
from most distributors).

The Blu-ray debut of 
one of Japanese animation’s most popular 
syndicated TV shows (bowing on its 50th 
anniversary) gets the checkered flag, even 
if this bare-bones release only presents the 
1966-68 production in the English-dubbed 
edition, not the original Japanese version 

(which was called Mach GoGoGo and featured 
motorsports hero Go Mifune). Compiling all 
52 episodes in the original order of broadcast, 
Speed Racer introduces 18-year-old Speed, the 
middle-son in the Racer family, who—after 
his engineer father quits his automotive 
corporation job to open an independent ga-
rage—competes in perilous races and fights 
villains around the world. The storylines (the 
majority of which are divided into two-part 
cliffhangers) aren’t especially complicated 
(it’s ridiculous that nobody can figure out 
that nameless “Masked Racer/Racer X” is 
Speed’s exiled elder brother Rex), and the 
globetrotting plots that put Speed in different 
settings sometimes bring out discomfiting 
ethnic stereotypes. Still, this classic series—
rated TV-PG—with kinetic race-car action is 
a landmark in the history of anime. Highly 
recommended. Editor’s Choice. (C. Cassady)

Steins;Gate—The Movie: 
Load Region of Deja Vu 
HH1/2
(2013) 90 min. Blu-ray/DVD 
Combo: $34.98. Funimation 
(avail. from most distributors).

This 2013 feature film 
offers a conclusion to the popular Steins;Gate 
series, in which post-graduate eccentrics 
accidentally invent a mini-time machine, 
altering the immediate past in small incre-
ments but with disastrous consequences. The 
follow-up takes place a year after protagonist 
and wannabe mad scientist Rintaro Okabe 
traveled various “world line” alternate re-
alities to piece together a reality in which 
none of the calamitous events took place 
and his friends didn’t die. But Okabe himself 
starts experiencing flashbacks, a sign that 
his own existence in this reality is unstable 
and he may soon be erased. What can he do 
to save himself now that he’s sworn off time 
travel? Fans will want to watch this reunion 
of favorite characters, but it’s a minor echo/
encore at best, a footnote for collections 
that already own the Steins;Gate collection. 
Presented in a dual-language Blu-ray/DVD 
Combo set, rated TV-14, extras include audio 
commentary. A strong optional purchase. 
(C. Cassady)

Undefeated Bahamut 
Chronicle: Complete 
Collection HH1/2
(2016) 300 min. DVD: 3 
discs, $49.98; Blu-ray: 2 discs, 
$59.98. Sentai Filmworks 
(avail. from most distributors).

A series of novels inspired 
this fantasy war-adventure with a familiar 
“harem” vibe and equally familiar mecha 
battles. Five years previously, a corrupt Arca-
dia Empire was overthrown, mostly thanks 
to warrior maidens piloting “Drag-Knights” 
fighting suits. Now Lux, the boy prince of the 
deposed kingdom, embarrassingly intrudes 

on the Drag-Knights girls at their academy—
seeing their alpha-princess Liseharte nude in 
the communal bath. Lux straightaway van-
quishes a marauder (and he knows Liseharte’s 
family secret thanks to the tattoo brand on 
her body), and then enrolls as a student in 
the all-female school. Lux finds himself sur-
rounded by curvy action-girls, as evil royals 
and insurgents seek to control remnants of 
the empire. Given the premise, Undefeated 
Bahamut Chronicle features less than expected 
near-nudity and fan service. Compiling all 12 
episodes from 2016 in separate Blu-ray and 
DVD editions, rated TV-MA, and presented 
in Japanese with English subtitles, this is a 
strong optional purchase. (C. Cassady)

Utawarerumono—The 
False Faces: Complete 
Collection HHH
(2015) 600 min. DVD: 5 
discs, $79.98; Blu-ray: 3 discs, 
$99.98. Sentai Filmworks 
(avail. from most distributors).

This lengthy saga is the 
second major anime based on a popular RPG 
video game. The setting is a fantasy feudal 
land that initially appears to be Tolkienesque 
and magical, but is actually humanity’s 
post-apocalyptic future, which is overwhelm-
ingly populated by genetically modified 
beings who look part animal. An exception 
is the amnesiac human hero, a young man 
dubbed Haku, who finds himself taken in by a 
civilization of humanoids with furry ears and 
tails. As Haku rises in the ranks within an im-
perial family, the series serves up fan-service 
raunch-comedy (despite catlike attributes, 
the females here love to take hot-springs 
baths) mixed with court intrigue involving 
a savage rival empire, and ultimately, giant 
kaiju-monster-mecha type battles between 
organic super-weapons. Along the way, Haku 
rises towards a leadership role predetermined 
by his own DNA. For viewers with sufficient 
patience, the saga ultimately transcends its 
weak and formulaic aspects to touch on the 
mythic. Presenting all 25 episodes from 2015 
in separate dual-language DVD and Blu-ray 
editions, rated TV-MA, extras include come-
dic OVA shorts. Recommended. (C. Cassady)

New to Blu-ray
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Music Dance
American Epic: The First 
Time America Heard 
Itself HHH1/2
(2017) 2 discs. 310 min. DVD: 
$29.99 ($59.99 w/PPR), Blu-
ray: $34.99 ($59.99 w/PPR). 
PBS Video (avail. from most 
distributors). SDH captioned. 
ISBN: 978-1-62789-471-5 
(dvd), 978-1-62789-472-2 (blu-ray).

The story of America’s first exposure to 
regional music through the pioneering re-
cordings of the 1920s—and its impact on 
the nation’s culture—is lovingly conveyed 
in this four-part BBC/PBS series directed 
by Bernard MacMahon. Narrated by Robert 
Redford, the first three episodes follow a fairly 
conventional documentary pattern. “The Big 
Bang” focuses on scouts such as Ralph Peer, 
who traveled the South inviting people to 
be recorded, making major discoveries like 
the Carter Family—A.P., his wife Sara, and 
her cousin Maybelle—and the Memphis Jug 
Band headed by Will Shade. “Blood & Soil” 
concentrates on music arising from hard-
ship—gospel hymns, labor protest songs, and 
the Delta blues. And “Out of the Many, the 
One” covers a potpourri of styles, including 
Native American (as exemplified in Hopi 
dances), Hawaiian (with an emphasis on the 
steel guitar), Tejano, and Cajun, concluding 
with a look at the serendipitous rediscovery 
of Mississippi John Hurt, whose appearance 
at the 1963 Newport Festival became an 
important part of the era’s folk revival. The 
final episode, “The American Epic Sessions,” 
consists of 19 recording sessions in which 
various performers— including Jack White 
and T. Bone Burnett (who co-produced the 
series), Steve Martin and Edie Brickell, Elton 
John, and the duo of Willie Nelson and Merle 
Haggard—record numbers (some new but 
most old) on a scrupulously reconstructed 
1920s machine driven by a weight that slow-
ly inches down during each three-minute 
“take.” Combining archival materials and 
interviews with engaging performances, this 
love letter to the variety of American music is 
presented on DVD and Blu-ray with an LPCM 
mono soundtrack. Highly recommended. 
(F. Swietek)

Giselle HHH1/2
(2016) 115 min. DVD: $29.99, 
Blu-ray: $34.99. Opus Arte 
(dist. by Naxos of America).

Adolfe Adam’s 1841 mas-
terpiece, often considered 
the pinnacle of romantic 
ballet, has been exception-
ally well represented on video (all five of the 
previously reviewed versions in VL-11/06, 
3/09, 7/10, 9/12, and 3/15 were high quality 
productions). This 2016 Royal Opera House 
staging from London’s Covent Garden pres-
ents Peter Wright’s fine production, which 
follows the traditional Marius Petipa choreog-
raphy with some modifications and features 

John Macfarlane’s lovely sets and costumes. 
Marianela Nuñez and Vadim Muntagirov 
assume the roles of the titular peasant girl 
and the duplicitous count who, by wooing 
her in disguise (while committed to another), 
ultimately causes her suicide. Both are superb 
in their solos and pas de deux, as are Bennet 
Gartside as Hilarion, the jealous huntsman 
who reveals Count Albrecht’s imposture, 
and Itziar Mendizabal as Myrtha, the Queen 
of the Wills (spirits of the virgins who have 
died before their wedding night), who orders 
Giselle to avenge herself by forcing the count 
to dance until he dies of exhaustion—a mis-
sion she refuses to complete. The other solo-
ists are expert as well, with the ballet corps of 
the Royal Opera House adding fine ensemble 
work, and the orchestra shining under the 
baton of Barry Wordsworth. Presented in 
DTS 5.1 (DTS-HD 5.1 on the Blu-ray release) 
and LPCM stereo, extras include an intro-
duction to the ballet, and behind-the-scenes 
featurettes. Highly recommended. (F. Swietek)

La Bohème HHH1/2
(2014) 118 min. In Italian w/
English subtitles. DVD: $29.99, 
Blu-ray: $39.99. Naxos Media 
Holdings (avail. from most 
distributors).

Puccini’s ever-popular 
opera about doomed young 
love receives a modernist 
makeover in this 2014 production from the 
Malmö Opera. Orpha Phelan’s staging moves 
the tale of struggling writer Rodolfo and frail 
seamstress Mimi from the 19th century to 
the present, playing out on a set designed by 
Leslie Travers that suggests a huge, brightly-lit 
carousel, which shifts around periodically to 
represent different locales. Although tradi-
tionalists may grumble, the approach works 
surprisingly well. Soprano Olesya Golovneva 
is an affecting Mimi and tenor Joachim Bäck-
stöm a virile Rodolfo; their scenes together 
radiate longing and, in the unhappy close, 
real poignancy. The supporting cast—particu-
larly baritone Vladislav Sulimsky, bass Miklós 
Sebestyén, and baritone Daniel Hällström 
as Rodolfo’s equally penurious chums, and 
soprano Maria Fontosh as the coquettish 
but loyal Musetta—lends sterling vocalism. 
And the company orchestra and chorus are 
conducted with equal amounts of dash and 
romantic sweep by Christian Badea. For those 
willing to accept the changes made by Phelan 
and Travers, this La Bohème represents one of 
the better choices available. Presented in DTS 
5.1 (DTS-HD 5.1 on the Blu-ray edition) and 
PCM stereo, this is highly recommended. 
(F. Swietek)

New York City Ballet in Paris HHH
(2016) 106 min. DVD: $24.99, Blu-ray: $29.99. 
Bel Air Classiques (dist. by Naxos of America).

The New York City Ballet travels to the 
City of Lights for a celebration of the work 
of the company’s legendary co-founder and 

long-time artistic director 
George Balanchine in this 
2016 program showcasing 
four prime examples of his 
brilliance that each have a 
distinct French connection. 
Leading off is the vivacious 
Walpurgisnacht ballet from 
Charles Gounod’s Faust, which was originally 
choreographed for the Paris Opéra in 1975, 
followed by Balanchine’s elegant 1975 pas 
de deux to Maurice Ravel’s Sonatine for piano 
solo. Next comes La Valse (1951), in which 
Balanchine precedes Ravel’s famous orches-
tral poem with the composer’s Valses Nobles et 
Sentimentales to fashion a stunning portrait of 
gradually escalating disintegration. The final 
work is also the longest, the Symphony in C 
choreographed for the Paris Opera Ballet in 
1947, which employs varying combinations 
of dancers in each of the four movements 
of Georges Bizet’s exuberant youthful sym-
phony. The evening performance not only 
emphasizes the relationship of Balanchine 
with French music and dance, but allows all 
of the components of the company—prin-
cipals, soloists, and the entire corps—their 
moments in the spotlight. Featuring subtly 
colored costumes and evocative lighting, as 
well as supportive work from the Orchestre 
Prométhée under Daniel Capps, this is a fine 
tribute to one of the 20th century’s most 
gifted choreographers. Presented in Dolby 
Digital 5.1 and PCM stereo on DVD, and 
DTS-HD 5.1 and PCM stereo on Blu-ray, this 
is recommended. (F. Swietek)

Olivo e Pasquale HH1/2
(2016) 151 min. In Italian w/
English subtitles. DVD: $29.99, 
Blu-ray: $39.99. Dynamic (dist. 
by Naxos of America).

Donizetti’s long-forgot-
ten early comic opera dates 
from 1827, a time when he 
was still clearly under the influence of Ros-
sini, as not only the plot but also the music 
owes a debt to The Barber of Seville. Splenetic 
Lisbon businessman Olivo (Bruno Taddia) 
intends to marry off his pretty daughter Isa-
bella (Laura Giordano) to wealthy merchant 
Le Bross (Matteo Macchioni), although she 
loves penniless apprentice Camillo (Pietro 
Adaini). Olivo’s brother and business partner 
Pasquale (Filippo Morace) schemes with the 
remarkably accommodating Le Bross to get 
Olivo to change his mind, but it will require 
a fake double-suicide to convince him that 
love should conquer all. The libretto contains 
a great deal of spoken dialogue (much of 
which finds the cast mugging mercilessly), 
but Donizetti also provides a succession of 
pleasant arias and ensembles, including a ri-
otous first-act finale that is obviously inspired 
by Barber’s. If the singing were stronger in this 
production from the 2016 Donizetti Festival 
held in the composer’s hometown of Berga-
mo (which incorporates revisions he made 
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for the Naples premiere), the piece would no 
doubt make a better impression. Giordano 
and Morace outshine the rest, but Adaini and 
Macchioni both exhibit nasal tenors that go 
sour toward the top, and Taddia is so busy 
blustering that he is often hit-and-miss. Still, 
the sets and costumes are colorful (if some-
times garish), Ugo Giacomazzi and Luigi Di 
Gangi’s energetic staging papers over some of 
the dull dialogue stretches, and the orchestra 
plays tidily for Federico Maria Sardelli. And 
while this may ultimately be of only decent 
provincial quality, it’s hard to imagine that 
it will have any competition in the near 
future, so Donizetti completists and fans of 
Rossini lite will be drawn to it. Presented in 
Dolby Digital 5.1 and PCM stereo on DVD, 
and DTS-HD 5.1 and PCM stereo on Blu-ray, 
this is a strong optional purchase. (F. Swietek)

Rocktopia: Live in 
Concert from Budapest 
HH1/2
(2016) 78 min. DVD: $24.99 
($54.99 w/PPR). PBS Video. 
ISBN: 978-1-62789-907-9.

Musical crossovers by 
classical and popular art-
ists are not all that unusual, but this concert 
presents a true mash-up. Recorded live in 
the summer of 2016 in Budapest, the show 
features the orchestra and chorus of the 
Hungarian State Opera conducted by Ran-
dall Craig Fleischer, along with solo violinist 
David Aaron Carpenter, performing in tan-
dem with a rock band led by keyboardist 
Henry Aronson and solo vocalists Rob Evan, 
Ximena Borges, Chloe Lowery, Carrie Mano-
lakos, Kimberly Nichole, and Tony Vincent. 
Rocktopia is divided into six segments—la-
beled Creation/Birth, Adolescence, Dreams, 
Amore, Social Responsibility, and The Hu-
man Condition. Each features brief excerpts 
from a classical piece—including the famous 
opening salvo from Richard Strauss’s Also 
Sprach Zarathustra and the “Ode to Joy” from 
Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony, along with 
others by Mozart, Rachmaninoff, Berlioz, 
Handel, Tchaikovsky, and Copland—that 
segue into performances of classic rock 
songs by The Who (“Baba O’Riley”), Styx 
(“Come Sail Away”), Elton John (“Don’t Let 
the Sun Go Down on Me”), Heart (“Alone”), 
and more by Aerosmith, U2, Patti Smith, 
Foreigner, Pink Floyd, and Journey. The em-
phasis throughout is on the pop rock, with 
the classical snippets given relatively short 
shrift, and listeners will be divided as to 
whether the concept actually represents the 
“(R)evolution” being advertised. But there is 
no doubt that the performance is visually 
spectacular, and the enthusiastic response 
of the live audience certainly suggests that 
this sort of musical fusion possesses appeal. 
Presented in 5.1 surround sound, extras 
include a behind-the-scenes featurette. A 
strong optional purchase. (F. Swietek)

The Rolling Stones: Olé 
Olé Olé!—A Trip Across 
Latin America HHH
(2016) 155 min. DVD: $21.98, 
Blu-ray: $26.98. Eagle Rock 
Entertainment (avail. from 
most distributors).

Director Paul Dugdale’s documentary on 
the Rolling Stones captures several firsts for 
the band. During their 2016 Latin American 
tour, the quartet (augmented by session play-
ers) visited countries where they had never 
played before, including Peru and Uruguay, 
but Dugdale places the most emphasis on 
preparations for their first Cuban concert, 
an event that was captured in The Rolling 
Stones: Havana Moon (VL-1/17). Things begin 
well, but then the band finds out that Barack 
Obama—the first American president to visit 
the nation in 80 years—will be arriving on 
the same day, so they change it (after which 
Pope Francis calls them out for choosing 
Good Friday, but they decide to stick with 
it). In between full-length performances of 
signature numbers like “Start Me Up” and 
“Paint It Black,” Dugdale profiles fans and 
fellow musicians they meet along the way, 
while also serving up a non-scandalous look 
at their touring conditions (at least compared 
to the documentaries about the Stones from 
the 1960s and ‘70s). Band members Keith 
Richards, Charlie Watts, Ronnie Wood, and 
Mick Jagger add their thoughts to the mix, 
including Jagger’s story about writing “Honky 
Tonk Women” during a trip to São Paulo (he 
and Richards perform a rough acoustic ren-
dition). Dugdale concludes with the opening 
and closing numbers of the free Havana con-
cert, “It’s Only Rock and Roll” and “Satisfac-
tion.” Considering that diplomatic relations 
with Cuba have taken a downturn since 2016, 
this documentary may have captured a rare 
moment. Presented in DTS 5.1, Dolby Digital 
5.1 and stereo on DVD, and DTS-HD 5.1 and 
LPCM stereo on Blu-ray, extras include bonus 
performances. Recommended. (K. Fennessy)

Rosmonda d’Inghilterra 
HHH
(2016) 151 min. In Italian w/
English subtitles. DVD: $34.99, 
Blu-ray: $39.99. Dynamic (dist. 
by Naxos of America).

Coming between his 
best-known works—L’elisir 
d’amore (1832) and Lucia di Lammermoor 
(1835)—Donizetti’s 1834 melodramma serie 
fell into obscurity until it was exhumed 
30 years ago for concert performances that 
culminated in a recording featuring Renée 
Fleming. This staging at the 2016 Donizetti 
Festival in the composer’s hometown of 
Bergamo marks the first modern mounting, 
and it serves as a fine example of bel canto. 
Anyone who has seen The Lion in Winter will 
be familiar with the story: King Henry II has 
taken a young mistress named Rosamond 

Clifford—much to the chagrin of his wife, 
Queen Eleanor. In this much-embellished 
version, Rosamond is the daughter of the 
king’s chief advisor, kept locked away in a 
tower and unaware of her lover’s identity. 
Eleanor finally discovers the girl’s where-
abouts and (spoiler alert) stabs her to death. 
This abrupt ending might explain why it 
did not fully satisfy early audiences, and 
perhaps accounts for the tepid applause 
here. But this is one of the few stumbles in 
this performance that allows the piece’s vir-
tues to shine. Jessica Pratt delivers a creamy 
soprano in the title role (although Fleming 
remains unsurpassed), while Eva Mei is a 
powerful Lenora, and Dario Schmunck as 
King Enrico sometimes sounds hard-pressed 
but is adequate. The sets are minimal and 
the costumes are almost entirely black 
(except for those of Rosmonda and Enrico), 
but Paola Rota’s simple staging is elegant, 
and Sebastiano Rolli conducts the orchestra 
with style. Presented in Dolby Digital 5.1 
and PCM stereo on DVD, and DTS-HD 5.1 
and PCM stereo on Blu-ray, this revival 
of a Donizetti rarity is recommended.  
(F. Swietek)

More Music Docs

Buena Vista  Socia l 
Club: Adios (Broad Green, 
DVD: $26.99, Sept. 12). 
Revisiting the remaining 
original members of the 
Grammy-nominated Cu-
ban jazz group Buena Vista 
Social Club as they embark 
on one last farewell tour, 
director Lucy Walker’s documentary follows 
five of the musicians from Wim Wenders’s 
1999 original film.

Festival (Criterion, DVD: 
$29.95, Blu-ray: $39.95, 
Sept. 12). Murray Lerner’s 
1967 era-defining docu-
mentary compiles footage 
from the Newport Folk 
Fest ival f rom 1963-66, 
with performances by Bob 
Dylan, Joan Baez, Johnny Cash, and the 
Staples Singers.

Score: A Film Music 
Documentary (Gravitas 
Ventures, DVD: $19.99, Blu-
ray: $24.99, Sept. 5). Featur-
ing comments from Hans 
Zimmer, James Cameron, 
Danny Elfman, John Wil-
liams, Quincy Jones, Trent 
Reznor, Leonard Maltin, 
the late James Horner, and others, Matt 
Schrader’s documentary explores the chal-
lenges of creating film scores.
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3450 E. Spring St., Ste. 208
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Web: actionlibrarymedia.com

Active Parenting Publishers
1220 Kennestone Circle, Ste. 130
Marietta, GA 30066
Tel: (800) 825-0060
Web: activeparenting.com

Anne O’Neal Films
1604 West Riverside Dr.
Burbank, CA 91506
Tel: (808) 388-4890
Web: anneonealfilms.com

The AV Cafe
6201 S. 58th St., Ste. A
Lincoln, NE 68516
Tel: (877) 228-2233
Web: theavcafe.com

Bennett-Watt HD Productions
13021 244th Ave. SE
Issaquah, WA 98027
Tel: (800) 327-2893
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Bullfrog Films
P.O. Box 149
Oley, PA 19547
Tel: (800) 543-3764
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The Cinema Guild
115 W. 30th St., Ste. 800
New York, NY 10001
Tel: (800) 723-5522
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120 S. Victory Blvd., 1st Fl.
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Beverly Hills, CA 90212
Tel: (310) 839-1500
Web: epfmedia.com
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Wheeling, IL 60090
Tel: (800) 475-3456
Web: filmideas.com
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New York, NY 10001
Tel: (866) 937-3456
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First Pond Entertainment
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Los Angeles, CA 90066
Tel: (213) 545-6851
Web: firstpond.com

First Run Features
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New York, NY 10036
Tel: (800) 229-8575
Web: firstrunfeatures.com

Grasshopper Film
12 East 32nd St., 4th Fl.
New York, NY 10016
Tel: (646) 586-3060
Web: grasshopperfilm.com

Green Planet Films
P.O. Box 247
Corte Madera, CA 94976
Tel: (415) 377-5471
Web: greenplanetfilms.org

Guilford Publications
370 Seventh Ave.
New York, NY 10001
Tel: (800) 365-7006
Web: guilford.com

Human Relations Media
41 Kensico Dr.
Mt. Kisco, NY 10549
Tel: (800) 431-2050
Web: hrmvideo.com

Icarus Films
32 Court St., 21st Fl.
Brooklyn, NY 11201
Tel: (800) 876-1710
Web: icarusfilms.com

IndiePix
31 East 32nd St., #1201
New York, NY 10016
Tel: (212) 684-2333
Web: indiepix.net

Kane-Lewis Productions
189 Rope Ferry Rd.
Sedgwick, ME 04676
Tel: (207) 359-2320
Web: ashleybryanfilms.org

Kino Lorber Edu
333 W. 39th St., Ste. 503
New York, NY 10018
Tel: (800) 562-3330
Web: kinolorberedu.com

Music Box Films
173 N. Morgan St.
Chicago, IL 60607
Tel: (312) 241-1320
Web: musicboxfilms.com

Naxos of America
1810 Columbia Ave., Ste. 28
Franklin, TN 37064
Tel: (615) 771-9393
Web: naxos.com

NTI Upstream
P.O. Box 80415
Portland, OR 97280
Tel: (503) 724-5692
Web: ntiupstream.com

Passion River
154 Mt. Bethel Rd.
Warren, NJ 07059
Tel: (732) 321-0711
Web: passionriver.com

PBS Video
2100 Crystal Dr.
Arlington, VA 22202
Tel: (800) 344-3337
Web: pbs.org

Ro*co Films Educational
80 Liberty Ship Way, Ste. 8
Sausalito, CA 94965
Tel: (415) 332-6471
Web: rocoeducational.com

Seventh Art Releasing
6579 Pickwick St.
Los Angeles, CA 90042
Tel: (323) 259-8259
Web: 7thart.com

Sundial Pictures
609 Degraw St., 2nd Fl.
Brooklyn, NY 11217
Tel: (508) 259-3923
Web: sundialpictures.com

Tugg
4210 Spicewood Springs Rd.
Austin, TX 78759
Tel: (855) 321-8844
Web: edu.tugg.com

The Video Project
145 Ninth St., Ste. 102
San Francisco, CA 94103
Tel: (800) 475-2638
Web: videoproject.com

Vision Video
P.O. Box 540
Worcester, PA 19490
Tel: (800) 523-0226
Web: visionvideo.com

Weston Woods Studios
90 Old Sherman Tpke.
Danbury, CT 06816
Tel: (800) 243-5020
Web: westonwoods.scholastic.com

Women Make Movies
115 West 29th St., Ste. 1200
New York, NY 10001
Tel: (212) 925-0606
Web: wmm.com

YMAA Publication Center
P.O. Box 480
Wolfeboro, NH 03894
Tel: (800) 669-8892
Web: ymaa.com
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Final Frame

VL Website 3.0 
At the risk of sounding like a politician 

on the campaign trail (“100% employment!” 
“Universal healthcare!” “Zero debt!” “Free 
Disney movies for all!”), I want to share some 
of our plans for an upcoming major overhaul 
of the Video Librarian website.

Our website was launched in 1997 and 
revamped in 2008, and while I won’t say that 
it has a face only a mother could love, I will 
admit that the time has come for a facelift.

We are currently in the planning stages, 
and while some of the proposed changes will 
be more on the cosmetic side, several others 
will be significant: 

We intend to replace the updated every-
two-week subscriber-only “Video News 
Briefs” section with a running blog free to 
all that will highlight new announcements. 
While some of these will be for major releases, 
our real focus will continue to be on docu-
mentaries that might be lesser-known but 
also important and timely (or just plain fun).

We will be improving and streamlining the 
search function in the “VL Reviews Database” 
section (which currently has some 40,000 
full-text reviews), creating better drop-down 

menus and adding more tolerant search pa-
rameters for slightly misspelled words.

A “Latest Reviews” section on the home 
page will feature new movie, TV, and docu-
mentary reviews with links that go directly 
to the reviews in the database, rather than 
taking visitors to a separate page with reviews 
to scroll through.

Most important of all, we will adding 
complete digital editions of each issue that 
will be available at no extra cost to all “Video 
Librarian Plus” subscribers.

That last new feature is definitely the 
biggest change, one that could also lay the 
groundwork for the future evolution of the 
magazine. Just as the video world is gradually 
shifting away from physical formats toward 
digital content delivery, we can foresee a day 
when Video Librarian might become a digi-
tal-only publication. Making digital editions 
of issues available to VL Plus subscribers will 
represent the first step in that direction.

And at some point we also hope to create a 
Video Librarian app for mobile and tablet use.

Other aspects of the site will undergo 
minor changes, but will remain functionally 
similar, including our “New Release Calen-
dar” with links to full-text pre-pub reviews 

of upcoming movie releases; 
our “Bi-Weekly DVD/Blu-
ray Selection Guide,” which 
highlights forthcoming ti-
tles worth noting in several 
areas: children’s, documentaries, TV, Japanese 
anime, music, and older titles new to DVD 
and/or Blu-ray; the searchable “Distributor’s 
Database” with contact info for some 1,000 
distributors; and a “Resources” section that 
includes over a decade’s worth of annotated 
annual “Best Documentaries” lists.

Given that our project will involve migrat-
ing to an entirely new platform—amongst 
other major changes—the revamp is likely 
to extend to the end of this year.

In the meantime, I would love to hear your 
thoughts and suggestions on improving the 
Video Librarian website and what you think 
about the digital future. You can e-mail me 
at vidlib@videolibrarian.com.

Randy Pitman
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THE ADVENTURES OF CURIOUS GEORGE'S CREATORS
MONKEY BUSINESS

MONKEY BUSINESS explores the lesser-known tale of George’s creators, Hans and Margret 
Rey. They accidentally became children’s book authors when a publisher suggested they 
create a book out of a cartoon Hans had drawn. Being German Jews, however, their life in 
Paris abruptly came to an end in June 1940 when the Reys were forced to escape from the 
Nazis by riding makeshift bicycles—a manuscript of the first Curious George book was one 
of the few possessions they could smuggle out with them. Arriving in New York as 
refugees, they started their life anew and over the next three decades they created a 
claclassic that continues to touch the hearts and minds of children around the world. 

"Monkey Business: The Adventures of Curious 
George’s Creators is a true winner in almost every 

sense of the word. 5/5”

Also Featured In:

AUDIENCE  AWARD WINNER

Narrated By Sam Waterston
(Law & Order, Miss Sloane, The Newsroom)

Narrative |Drama | Thriller | Family Studies  
91 min. | UPC: 602573246399| SRP: $19.99 | PPR: $250.00| Closed Captioned

Darcy Baylor (Holly Hunter) is an academic administrator at a Mississippi college, but 
another round of budget cuts puts her job — like nearly everything in her life — in limbo. 
Her son Walker committed suicide seven years ago, and the only constants in Darcy's life 
since then have been her gardening and her best friend, Byrd (Carrie Coon). Shortly after 
her worrying workplace news, Darcy learns that Walker's old college pal Mark (Shane 
Jacobsen) is now the owner of a successful restaurant chain — a chain whose concept, down 
to the last detail, was stolen from her son. Darcy immediately packs her bag, gets in her 
trucktruck, picks up Byrd, and sets out for New Orleans to confront Mark and settle the score.

STRANGE WEATHER

"Hunter has just delivered one of her richest, 
most lived-in performances"

FEATURING AN ALL STAR CAST!
Academy Award Winner Holly Hunter

(Thirteen, The Incredibles, Batman v Superman: Dawn 
of Justice, The Big Sick)
Carrie Coon 

(Gone Girl, The Leftovers, Fargo)
Kim Kim Coates

(Sons of Anarchy, Prison Break)

Documentary | Japanese Studies | Globalization | Asian Studies
145 min. | UPC: 888295575997  | SRP: $59.95 | PPR: $250.00 | Closed Captioned

Exclusively Available For Libraries

OYSTER FACTORY is a feature length documentary that observes and depicts the rich and 
complex world of small oyster factories including its fishermen and workers. In the 
Japanese town of Ushimado, the shortage of labor is a serious problem due to its 
population’s rapid decline. Traditionally, oyster shucking has been a job for local men and 
women, but for a few years now, some of the factories have had to use foreigners in order 
to keep functioning. The film closely follows their daily lives, which seem uneventful on 
the surface, but are facing some gradual, inevitable changes because of the depopulation 
ofof their town and globalization.

“warm, insightful and human.”

“Pearls of wisdom aplenty about how 
globalization impacts small-town life”

Kazuhiro Sôda

OYSTER FACTORY

Documentary | Education | Politics | American Studies 
95 min. | UPC: 602573328781  | SRP: $59.95 | PPR: $299.00 | Closed Captioned 

Exclusively Available For Libraries

STARVING THE BEAST

STARVING THE BEAST examines the on-going power struggle on college campuses across 
the nation as political and market-oriented forces push to disrupt and reform America’s 
public universities. The film documents a philosophical shift that seeks to reframe public 
higher education as a ‘value proposition’ to be borne by the beneficiary of a college 
degree rather than as a ‘public good’ for society. Financial winners and losers emerge in a 
struggle poised to profoundly change public higher education.

“No film better exposes the 
coordinated assault on public higher 
education that is going on right now 

across the country.”

"POWERFUL”

DOES YOUR LIBRARY HAVE THESE BEST-SELLERS?

Visit us at edu.passionriver.com 
or contact us to place an order

 Email: Orders@passionriver.com
Phone: 732-321-0711 



Get the popcorn ready!Get the popcorn ready!Get the popcorn ready!

Featuring 600,000+ titles across movies, audiobooks, eBooks,
 music, and more. On-demand with no waiting or holds! 

The hoopla collection is continually growing so patrons can always 
�nd something new to watch, read, or listen to with their library card.

is the digital library service of
For more information: 
1.800.875.2785
hoopladigital.com


