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Part history, part
t e c h n i c a l p r i m e r,
part panegyric, part
cautionary tale, part
speculative rumination, and all Werner
Herzog, this episodic documentary about the
Internet carries the filmmaker’s distinctively
idiosyncratic voice—and is all the better
for it. Divided into chapters, Lo and Behold
begins with the birth of the Internet on October 29, 1969, when a UCLA student tried
to communicate via computer with another
device at Stanford. While typing the word
“login” he only got as far as “lo” before the
connection crashed, but those two letters
marked the start of a revolution. From this
launching point, the film takes a scattershot
approach: serving up discussions with aging
pioneers of the World Wide Web, an eccentric
philosopher of hypertext, and a family whose
personal tragedy was turned into public
torment by information placed online; observing demonstrations by scientists teaching
robots to learn; and making visits to both a
clinic in the woods treating online gaming
addicts and an enclave where folks sensitive

Charles Cassady

One of the topics in
Werner Herzog’s Lo and
Behold is online video
game addiction, the
subject of Hilla Medalia and Shosh Shlam’s
t houg ht-provok i ng
documentary Web Junkie (VL-11/14), released by Kino Lorber, in
which the filmmakers travel to a rehabilitation center in Beijing that treats individuals—mostly teen males—who have
been diagnosed with what the Chinese
government has officially declared to be
“Internet addiction.”
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to cellular waves have come to escape. All of
this culminates in the question: what next?
How will artificial intelligence develop? Is the
Internet achieving self-consciousness, and if
so, what are the ramifications? Will humans
grow increasingly isolated? Will sunspots disrupt the Internet, with dire results? Should we
colonize Mars? Herzog addresses all of these
matters in his usual wryly quizzical tone, and
though one scientist worries that computers
might eventually destroy critical thinking,
Lo and Behold suggests otherwise—as long as
there are people around who are endlessly
curious. Extras include an interview with the
director. Highly recommended. (F. Swietek)
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“Outlander: Season Two”
Slated for November 1 Release
from Sony

Item #300063 Price: $79.95 Grade 6 - Adult

+New
Child Development Theorists
Theories in child development
have changed the way that parents
raise their children and the way
teachers teach those children.
Child Development Theorists is an
entertaining and enlightening view
of fifteen major child development
theorists.
20 Minutes, Closed Captioned
UPC # 846742007736

1.888.455.7003
learningzonexpress.com

Celebrating our first
10 years

extends thanks to our many
loyal customers; it is because
of them that we are here and
ready to serve the academic
library community.
As we begin our next decade:
• A fresh, modern, online
catalog
• An improved, exactmatch search engine
• Refined Approval /
Blanket plans
• Our ongoing
committment to
extraordinary service
Looking for a media supplier?
www.ActionLibraryMedia.com
800-866-4408
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On November 1, Sony Pictures Home
Entertainment will release Outlander:
Season Two (DVD: 5 discs, $45.99; Bluray: 5 discs, $55.99). Based on Diana
Gabaldon’s international bestselling
book series about a British WWII nurse
who is mysteriously swept back in time
to Scotland in 1743, Outlander has become a pop culture phenomenon, captivating audiences with its breathtaking
romance, sci-fi, history, and adventure.
In season two, Claire (Caitriona Balfe)
and Jamie (Sam Heughan) arrive in
France, hell bent on infiltrating the
Jacobite rebellion led by Prince Charles
Stuart (Andrew Gower) and stopping
the battle of Culloden. With the help of
Jamie’s cousin Jared (Robert Cavanah),
they are thrown into the lavish world
of French society. Altering the course of
history presents challenges that begin to
weigh on their relationship. But armed
with the knowledge of what lies ahead,
Claire and Jamie must race to prevent
a doomed Highland uprising and the
extinction of Scottish life as they know
it. Bonus features include deleted and
extended scenes with introductions by
executive producer Ronald D. Moore,
production featurettes, and a gag reel.
Blu-ray exclusive content includes an
extended version of the episode “Faith,”
an alternate scene from the episode
“Dragonfly in Amber,” podcasts with
commentary by Moore, and additional
featurettes.

Criterion’s November Releases
Include “Akira Kurosawa’s
Dreams” and “Punch-Drunk Love”
Criterion’s November release lineup
starts November 8 with all six manga-based Lone Wolf and Cub fi lms (DVD:
5 discs, $99.95; Blu-ray: $99.95) from
1972-74. Action-packed with endlessly
creative carnage, the fi lms follow the
shogun’s executioner, Itto Ogami (Tomisaburo Wakayama), as he wanders
the countryside as an assassin, helping
those he encounters while also seeking vengeance for his murdered wife.
Coming November 15 is 1990’s Akira
Kurosawa’s Dreams (DVD: 2 discs, $29.95;
Blu-ray: $39.95), an enchanting fi lm in
which the director brings to life a series
of his own nocturnal visions, which
unfold in mythic vignettes. Also arriving
November 15 is Paul Thomas Ander-
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son’s delightfully
eccentric PunchDrunk Love (DVD:
2 d i s c s, $2 9.95;
Blu-ray: $39.95),
a 20 02 Cannes
award-winning romantic comedy starring Adam Sandler as a novelty toilet plunger salesman who inadvertently
attracts the affections of a mysterious
woman (Emily Watson). Slated for
November 22 is Marlon Brando’s 1961
sole directorial effort One-Eyed Jacks
(DVD: 2 discs, $29.95; Blu-ray: $39.95),
offering a unique take on the Western
and the Billy the Kid legend in which
Brando also gives a memorably tender
performance. Also coming on November
22 is Noah Baumbach’s bitterly comic,
Oscar-nominated 2005 coming-of-age
drama The Squid and the Whale (DVD:
2 discs, $29.95; Blu-ray: $39.95), set in
1980s Brooklyn and starring Jeff Daniels,
Laura Linney, Owen Kline, and Jesse
Eisenberg.

PBS Pandemic Doc “Spillover:
Zika, Ebola & Beyond” Now
Available
PBS Distribution has released the
timely documentary Spillover: Zika,
Ebola & Beyond (DVD: $24.99). Around
the globe, viruses are on the march,
including Zika, Ebola, Nipah, Chikungunya, Dengue, and West Nile. All of
these viruses reside in animals and carry
the potential to “spillover” and infect
humans. What’s behind the rise in spillover viruses? Are the United States and
the world prepared to anticipate, prevent, and/or contain the next outbreak?
Combining graphics with compelling
personal stories to provide scientific
context for the current Zika crisis, the
devastating Ebola pandemic, and recent
Nipah outbreaks, this documentary
explores the new frontiers of disease
detection, prevention, and containment,
traveling the world with virus hunters
whose mission is to identify, track, and
ultimately control dangerous pathogens.
In-depth interviews with a range of
leading researchers, epidemiologists,
doctors, and public healthcare experts
shed light on how human behaviors
increase spillover events, how science
is learning to anticipate and tame outbreaks, and how the global community
must pull together to face the public
health threat.
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NOTES ON BLINDNESS

ANGRY INUK

Psychology | Disabilities | Religious Studies

Native American Studies | Environmental
Studies | Political Studies | Human Rights |
Economics

After losing sight, John Hull knew that if he did
not try to understand blindness it would
destroy him. In 1983 he began keeping an
audio diary. Over three years John recorded
over sixteen hours of material, a unique
testimony of loss, rebirth and renewal,
excavating the interior world of blindness.
Published in 1990, the diaries were described
by author and neurologist Oliver Sacks as, ‘A
masterpiece… The most precise, deep and
beautiful account of blindness I have ever read.’
“The genius of the film is in allowing us to
understand and visualise the world of
blindness… A beautiful, accessible and
thoughtful work of art.” - The Guardian
Directed By Peter Middleton & James Spinney
Running Time: 90 Minutes

Winner of 2016 Hot Docs Audience Award
Seal hunting, a critical part of Inuit life,
has been controversial for a long time.
Now, a new generation of Inuit, armed
with social media and their own sense
of humor and justice, are challenging
the anti-sealing groups and bringing
their own voices into the conversation.
Director Alethea Arnaquq-Baril joins
her fellow Inuit activists as they
challenge outdated perceptions of
Inuit and present themselves to the
world as a modern people in dire need
of a sustainable economy.
Directed by Alethea Arnaquq-Baril
Running Time: 100 Minutes

GUN RUNNERS

I AM THE AMBASSADOR

Sports | Human Rights | African Studies |
Globalization | Ethics

Arts & Culture | Globalization | Political Studies

For years, Julius Arile and Robert Matanda
thrived among the bands of warriors that
terrorize the North Kenyan countryside.
Stealing cattle, raiding and running from the
police is the only life they knew. So when both
warriors suddenly disappeared from the bush,
many assumed they were dead or had been
arrested. Instead, they traded in their rifles for
sneakers—in the hopes of making it big as
professional marathon runners.
Years of fleeing from the police have prepared
the men for running marathon distances, but
do they have the stamina to overcome the
corruption, mistrust and jealousy that threaten
to derail their careers as well as their personal
fortitude? This film traces Julius’ and Matanda’s
incredible journey from the plains of Africa to
the streets of New York.
Directed By Anjali Nayar
Running Time: 89 Minutes

STRIKE A POSE
LGBT | Human Rights |
Performance Arts | Social Justice
In 1990, seven young male dancers - 6
gay, 1 straight - joined Madonna on
her most controversial tour. On stage
and in the iconic film Truth or Dare,
they showed the world how to express
yourself. Now, 25 years later, they
reveal the truth about life during and
after the tour. STRIKE A POSE is a
dramatic tale about overcoming
shame and finding the courage to be
who you are during a time of cultural
crisis as the AIDS epidemic engulfed
the artistic community and beyond.
Directed by Ester Gould &
Reijer Zwaan
Running Time: 85 Minutes

Please visit bondeducator.com for additional titles or contact info@bondeducator.com or (212) 354-2650
for further information. All titles available with or without PPR and DSL. Inquire about hosting options.

I AM THE AMBASSADOR is a ten-episode
documentary series, that depicts the life of the
U.S. Ambassador to the Kingdom of Denmark:
Rufus Gifford. With a background in Hollywood
as a Creative Executive and later on as the
financial director of President Barack Obama’s
reelection campaign in 2012, he moved to
Denmark in 2013 to take office and to
represent the United States in one of the most
progressive countries in the EU. The series
offers exclusive inside perspectives to Rufus’ life
as an ambassador along with his private life,
thoughts and experiences. He spends his time
exploring Denmark and meeting as many
Danes as possible to better understand the
Danish mentality. As an ambassador from the
United States he works to continuously
establish and maintain the relationship
between the U.S. and Denmark, while also
fighting for LGBT rights – an important cause
for Rufus both professionally and personally.
Directed By Niels Krogsgård & Nelle Renberg
Andersen
Running Time: 28 Minutes (x10)

8-BIT GENERATION:
THE COMMODORE WARS
Technology | Computer Sciences
Spearheading the personal technology
revolution and combatting giants like Apple
and IBM, Commodore became a household
name by changing the way in which we
interact, create and play with computers.
8-BIT GENERATION: THE COMMODORE
WARS dives into the home computer
explosion and Commodore’s key role in
shaping the future in which we now live.
"8-Bit Generation is a nerd labor of love--a
first-hand account of the early and pivotal years of
personal computing from the people who were in
the trenches…For those of a certain age, it's a
nostalgia trip. For those unfamiliar with life before
the Internet and cell phones, it's a trip into the old
school that laid the foundation for Apple, Microsoft,
PC gaming, and what it means to have a personal
computer." - Professor Dmitri Williams, USC
Directed By Tomaso Walliser
Running Time: 100 Minutes

PRICING:
PPR $349
DSL $499
Public Library $149

Books Into Movies
The following films based on books
are slated to open during November and
December. Movie release dates are subject
to change.

Coming in November
Arrival (Nov. 11) is
based on Ted Chiang’s
1998 Nebula Award-winning sci-fi short story Story of Your Life. Directed
by Denis Villeneuve, the
film stars Amy Adams,
Forest Whitaker, and Jeremy Renner.
Bi l ly Ly n n’s L ong
Halftime Walk (Nov.
11) i s b a s e d o n B e n
Fountain’s 2012 National Book Critics Circle
Award-winning war novel. Directed by Ang Lee,
the film stars Joe Alwyn,
Kristen Stewart, Chris
Tucker, Steve Martin, Vin Diesel, and
Garrett Hedlund.
Fantastic Beasts and
Where to Find Them
(Nov. 18) is based on J.K.
Rowling’s 20 01 Har r y
Potter companion book.
Directed by David Yates,
the film stars Eddie Redmayne as Newt Scamander, along with Colin
Farrell and Zöe Kravitz.
A Street Cat Named
Bob (Nov. 18) is adapted
from author and busker
James Bowen’s international bestselling books
(2012-14) following the
homeless Bowen and his
pet. Directed by Roger
Spottiswoode, the family comedy stars Luke
Treadaway, Ruta Gedmintas, and Joanne
Froggatt.
L i o n ( N o v. 2 5 ) i s
based on India-Australian businessman Saroo
Brierley’s 2013 memoir
A Long Way Home. Directed by Garth Davis,
t he d r a m a st a r s D e v
Patel as Brierley, with
costars Nicole Kidman,
Rooney Mara, Dav id Wenham, and
Nawazuddin Siddiqui.
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Coming in December

Looking Ahead

All We Had (Dec. 9) is
adapted from author Annie
Weatherwax’s 2014 debut
novel. Directed by Katie
Holmes, the small-town
drama stars Holmes, Luke
Wilson, R ichard K ind,
Mark Consuelos, and Judy
Greer.

Slated for January is Live by Night,
adapted from Dennis
Lehane’s 2012 Edgar
Award-winning crime
novel. Directed by Ben
Affleck, the Prohibition-era drama stars
Affleck, Elle Fanning,
Brendan Gleeson, Zoe Saldana, Sienna
Miller, Anthony Michael Hall, and Scott
Eastwood.

Nocturnal Animals
(Dec. 9) is based on novelist Austin Wright’s 1993
thriller Tony and Susan. Directed by fashion designer
Tom Ford, the star-studded drama features Jake
Gyllenhaal, Amy Adams,
Laura Linney, and Michael
Shannon.
A K ind of Murder
(Dec. 16) is based on Patricia Highsmith’s 1954
psychological thriller The
Blunderer. Directed by Andy
Goddard, the suspense
film stars Patrick Wilson,
Jessica Biel, and Vincent
Kartheiser.
Julieta (Dec. 21) is adapted from three short stories
collected in author Alice
Munro’s 2004 Runaway.
Directed by Pedro Almodóvar, the Spanish-language film stars Adriana
Ugarte and Emma Suárez
as the titular character at
different ages.
A Monster Calls (Dec.
23) is based on Patrick
Ness’s 2011 children’s fantasy novel. Directed by J.A.
Bayona, this Spanish-British drama stars Lewis MacDougall, Liam Neeson,
and Sigourney Weaver.
Fences (Dec. 25) is based
on screenwriter August
Wilson’s adaptation of his
own Pulitzer Prize-winning 1983 play. Directed
by and starring Denzel
Washington, the 1950s-set
race relations drama from
Wilson’s “Pittsburgh Cycle” also features Viola Davis and Mykelti
Williamson.
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Also coming in
Ja nu a r y i s S i le nce,
ad apte d f rom Jap a nese author Shusaku
Endo’s 1966 historical
fiction novel. Directed
by Ma r t in Scorsese,
the film stars Andrew
Garfield, Adam Driver,
Liam Neeson, Ciarán Hinds, and Tadanobu Asano.
Slated for February
is T he Da rk Tower,
inspired by hor ror
master Stephen King’s
1982-2004 dark fantasy series. Directed by
Nikolaj Arcel, the film
stars Idris Elba, Matthew McConaughey,
Katheryn Winnick, Jackie Earle Haley,
and Abbey Lee.
Also coming in February is Fifty Shades
Darker, based on author E.L. James’s 2012
second novel in the
erotic romance series.
Directed by James Foley, the film stars Dakota Johnson, Jamie
Dornan, Tyler Hoechlin, and K im
Basinger.
Also arriving in February is Tulip Fever,
an adaptation of English writer Deborah
Moggach’s 1999 period novel. Directed by
Justin Chadwick, this
Netherlands-set drama
stars Alicia Vikander,
Dane DeHaan, Zach
Galifianakis, Judi Dench, Christoph
Waltz, Carla Delevingne, and Holliday
Grainger.
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Bring 50,000+
Videos to Your Library
Documentaries
Documentaries •• Feature
Feature Film
Film •• Training
Training •• Newsreels
Newsreels

Academic Video Online: Premium
is the largest video collection
available and includes:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A massive breadth of content
Unlimited viewing
Perpetual rights on select titles at term end
Video upload service
On-screen searchable scrolling transcripts
Disability support
Mobile app (Coming soon!)

In addition to a new mobile app, we’ve added a perpetual
ownership feature. With this unique benefit, subscribing
libraries can select videos to own at the end of the annual term.
The number of videos per year is commensurate with the amount
of the subscription, and libraries can utilize an entire year of usage
data to support their selections.
Your patrons will have broad access to video content (50,000+ titles!) across
many subject areas, including:
Science
Anthropology
Counseling & Therapy
Fashion
Business & Economics
Nursing

Diversity Studies
Education
Documentary Film
Feature Film
Allied Health
Engineering

History
Music & Dance
News & Current Events
Theater & Drama
Criminal Justice
And more!

Request a

free
trial

alexanderstreet.com/academicvideo

Public libraries can learn about Public Library Video Online: Premium at:
alexanderstreet.com/publicvideo

Mixed Media
Mixed Media features new release
information on upcoming video
games and TV series on DVD/Blu-ray,
as well as notable older titles that are
re-priced or new to DVD/Blu-ray.

Video Games
Note: Entertainment Software Ratings
Board (ESRB) ratings for video games are: E
(Everyone), E10+ (Everyone 10+), T (Teen),
M (Mature), and RP (Rating Pending).
Some titles are not rated until just prior to
release date.

October 30—November 5
Call of Duty: Infinite
Wa r fa r e (Ac t iv ision,
PS4/XOne: $59.99, Rated: M). The latest title
in this massively popular first-person shooter
series—set in a future
where human conflict
has spread throughout the solar system—
will feature campaign, multiplayer, and
zombie modes.

November 6—November 12
Dishonored 2 (Bethesda, PS4/XOne:
$59.99. Rated: M). Players reprise their role
as supernatural assassin and royal protector
Corvo Attano in this first-person stealth action sequel set in a world where mysticism
and industry collide, with an option to play
as Empress Emily Kaldwin.

November 13—November 19
A s s a s s i n’s C r e e d :
T he Ezio Collect ion
( U bi S of t, P S 4/XO ne:
$59.99, Rated: M ). In
this collection of three
third-person action-adventure games from the
popular Assassin’s Creed
franchise—Assassin’s Creed II, Assassin’s
Creed: Brotherhood, and Assassin’s Creed:
Revelations—players take on the role of
Master Assassin Ezio Auditore da Firenze,
who seeks vengeance for the betrayal of
his family in a time of greed, corruption,
and murderous conspiracy.
Killing Floor 2 (Deep Silver, PS4:
$39.99, Rated: M). In this first-person
shooter, players arrive in continental
Europe where an outbreak caused by
Horzine Biotech’s failed experiment has
quickly gained momentum, essentially
paralyzing the European Union.
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Overcooked! (Sold Out, PS4/XOne:
$19.99, Rated: E). Working as a team, the
player and fellow chefs must prepare,
cook, and serve up a variety of tasty
orders before the paying customers
storm out in a huff in this fun third-person couch co-op multiplayer game for
foodies.
The Walking Dead—The Telltale
Series: A New Frontier (Telltale, PS3/
PS4/X360/XOne: $29.99, Rated: RP). This
third season of the popular point-andclick adventure game returns to a favorite
character: Clementine, a young girl who
has grown up amidst the horrors of the
zombie apocalypse.
Watch Dogs 2 (UbiSoft, PS4/XOne:
$59.99, Rated: M). In this sequel to the
popular third-person, technology-driven, action-adventure game, players
explore the birthplace of the tech revolution by stepping into the role of Marcus Holloway, a brilliant young hacker
accused of a crime he did not commit.

November 27—December 3
F i n a l F a nt a s y X V
(Square Enix, PS4/XOne:
$59.99, Rated: T). In this
highly-anticipated latest entry in the popular
third-person action-adventure RPG franchise,
players step into t he
shoes of Noctis, the crown prince of the
Kingdom of Lucis, who is tasked with reclaiming his homeland from the clutches
of the imperial army.
Steep (UbiSoft, PS4/XOne: $59.99, Rated: T). This third-person extreme sports
simulation game is set in the massive
open world of the Alps and Alaska, where
players try to master the world’s most epic
mountains on skis and snowboards, or
using wingsuits and paragliders.

December 4—December 10
The Last Guardian
(Sony, PS4: $59.99, Rated: T ). In t h is eagerly-anticipated third-pers on ad ve nt u r e ga me
from the creator of Ico
and Shadow of the Colossus, players control a
young boy who discovers a mysterious
creature, forming a deep, unbreakable
bond as t he u n l i kely pa i r jou r ney
through towering, treacherous ruins
filled with unknown dangers.
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TV on DVD/Blu-ray
Available Now
Beowulf: Return to
the Shieldlands (PBS,
DVD: 4 discs, $49.99).
Based on the complex
protagonist of the classic
Old English epic poem
Beowulf and set in a mythological locale known as
the Shieldlands, this 2016
British drama series stars Kieran Bew, William Hurt, and Joanne Whalley.
CSI: Cyber—The Final Season (Paramount, DVD: 5 discs, $45.98). This 2015-16
second season includes the final episodes
of the short-lived police procedural spinoff starring Ted Danson, Patricia Arquette,
James Van Der Beek, and Shad “Bow Wow”
Moss.
Doctor Thorne (Anchor Bay, DVD:
$39.98). Oscar- and Emmy-winning writer
Julian Fellowes’s miniseries adaptation
of Anthony Trollope’s 1858 titular novel,
from his “Chronicles of Barsetshire” series
centering on an aristocratic family, stars
Tom Hollander, Rebecca Front, and Richard
McCabe.
Family Matters: The Complete Eighth
Season (Warner, DVD: 3 discs, $29.99).
Steve Urkel ( Jaleel White) begins his
freshman year of college in this 1996-97
penultimate eighth season of the sitcom,
featuring guest appearances by New Edition, Charles Nelson Reilly, Sanaa Lathan,
and Emmanuel Lewis.
Guilt: Season One (Lionsgate, DVD: 3 discs,
$24.98). The murder of
a London woman sets
the wheels in motion in
this scandal-packed 2016
first season of the mystery-drama series starring Daisy Head, Emily
Tremaine, and Billy Zane.
Impractical Jokers: The Complete
Fourth Season (Warner, DVD: 3 discs,
$24.98). This 2015 fourth season continues the practical jokes of The Tenderloins
comedy troupe, and features a live 100th
episode special hosted by Howie Mandel.
The Night Of (HBO, 3 discs, DVD:
$49.99; Blu-ray: 3 discs, $59.99). Based on
the British show Criminal Justice, this 2016
HBO-aired miniseries surrounding the
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Best Sellers & New Releases from
FIRE AT SEA
Samuele is 12 years old and lives on
an island in the middle of the Mediterranean Sea. He goes to school, loves
shooting his slingshot and going hunting. He likes land games even though
everything around him speaks of the sea,
and of the men, women and children
who try to cross it to get to his island. His
island is not like any other - its name is
Lampedusa and it’s the most symbolic
border of Europe, crossed in the last 20
years by thousands of migrants in search
of freedom.

BEST
DOCUMENTARY

Born into poverty and a broken family,
Maya Angelou’s gift for poetry and storytelling propelled her to international
renown as a leader in African-American
culture and literature. Ultimately, her personal story and written words inspired
and delighted millions from all races
around the world. Witness a close-up
portrait of a legendary figure in this first
feature documentary about her life.

“…beautiful, mysterious and
moving…” -The Guardian
“A clear-eyed, sublimely made
account of his heart-breaking,
sometimes gut-wrenching
subject.” -IndieWire
Classroom rights: $149 With PPR: $349 • DSL Streaming $499
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MAYA ANGELOU:
AND STILL I RISE

THE FIRST FEATURE DOCUMENTARY ABOUT THE INCOMPARABLE MAYA ANGELOU
A CO-PRODUCTION OF THE PEOPLES POET MEDIA GROUP, LLC, THIRTEEN’S AMERICAN MASTERS FOR WNET AND ITVS IN ASSOCIATION WITH
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DON MARTIN, LOUISE MERIWETHER, VALERIE SIMPSON, JOHN SINGLETON, CICELY TYSON, OPRAH WINFREY & ALFRE WOODARD

“There’s more to this remarkable
woman than many viewers will suspect, not only in her talent but in her
resiliency.” -Hollywood Reporter
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TOWER

WHOSE COUNTRY?

On August 1st, 1966, a sniper rode the
elevator to the top floor of the iconic University of Texas Tower and opened fire,
holding the campus hostage for 96 minutes in what was a previously unimaginable event. TOWER combines archival
footage with animated re-enactments,
based entirely on first person testimonies
from witnesses, heroes and survivors – a
day when the worst in one man brought
out the best in so many others.

A young Egyptian filmmaker gains firsthand accounts of corruption and abuse
within the security forces from Egyptian
police officers. Narrated in English by the
filmmaker, Whose Country? reveals not
only why police injustice can be considered a leading cause of the 2011 Revolution but also how the perpetuation of
injustice within the security force itself led
to widespread dissatisfaction amongst
the lower ranks. A fascinating look at
how victimization of law enforcement on
a widespread scale perpetuates injustice
throughout a society.

“A gripping, dramatic
reconstruction, a tribute to
the heroes and the fallen,
and inevitably an expression
of nostalgia for the days when
a mass shooting still had the
power to shock.”

“…intimate, quizzical and
troubling…”
-NOW Toronto Magazine

-Variety

Classroom rights: $149 With PPR: $349 • DSL Streaming $499

Classroom rights: $149 With PPR: $349 • DSL Streaming $499

SAND STORM

FATIMA

As wedding festivities get underway in a
Bedouin village in Southern Israel, Jalila
finds herself in the awkward position of
hosting her husband Suliman’s marriage
to a second, much younger wife. During
the celebration, Jalila stumbles across her
eldest daughter Layla’s involvement with a
boy from her university—a strictly forbidden
liaison that would shame the family. Burying
the indignity of Suliman and his new bride
living next door, Jalila also tries to contain
Layla’s situation by clamping down on her.
But Layla sees a different life for herself...

Fatima lives with her two teenage
daughters and works cleaning jobs to
pay their way through school. Despite
the display of everyday racism, both
veiled and overt, internal domestic
disputes and external gestures of inhospitality, Fatima offers an uplifting
experience and one of recent French
cinema’s most trenchant and moving
portraits of immigrant experience. A
patient, reflective study of a woman
pressured by her children and her
neighbors alike to assimilate into a
culture of which she’s wary.

“A lovely, deeply affecting
film.”

“warm and insightful” -Variety

-Bilge Ebiri, New York Magazine

Classroom rights: $149 With PPR: $349 • DSL Streaming $499

Classroom rights: $149 With PPR: $349 • DSL Streaming $499

For information about exhibition, public performance rights or streaming,
please go to www.kinolorberedu.com or call (212) 629-6880
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trial of a man accused of killing a stranger
stars John Turturro, Riz Ahmed, Michael
Kenneth Williams, and Glenne Headly.
Portlandia: Season
Six (IFC, DVD: 2 discs,
$19.95). Starring Fred Armisen and Carrie Brownstein, this 2016 sixth
season of the IFC sketch
comedy series features
cameos by The Flaming
Lips, Louis C.K., and Kyle MacLachlan.
Scott and Bailey: Season Five (BBC,
DVD: $29.98). The arrest of a daughter
and the problem of a newly divided team
add to the list of personal and professional
dramas in this 2016 fifth season starring
Lesley Sharp and Suranne Jones.
SuperMansion: Season 01 (Sony, DVD:
2 discs, $30.99). Has-been superhero Titanium Rex (voiced by Bryan Cranston) and his
cohorts attempt to stay current in this 2015
first season of the Crackle stop-motion animated series that also features the voices of
Keegan-Michael Key and Jillian Bell.
Teen Wolf: Season 5, Part 2 (Fox, DVD:
3 discs, $29.98). Tyler Posey, Dylan O’Brien,
and Holland Roden star in this second
volume of episodes from the 2015-16 fifth
season of the MTV-aired supernatural
drama series.

November 1
The Durrells in Corfu: The Complete
First Season (PBS, DVD: 2 discs, $39.99;
Blu-ray: 2 discs, $49.99). Based on the novel
trilogy by naturalist author Gerald Durrell,
this 2016 debut season of the Masterpiece
series stars Keeley Hawes, Josh O’Connor,
and Milo Parker.
Hell on Wheels: Season 5, Volume 2
(Entertainment One, DVD: 2 discs, $30.99;
Blu-ray: 2 discs, $38.99). Starring Anson
Mount as Confederate soldier Cullen Bohannan, this compilation marks the final
volume of episodes from the 2015-16 fifth
season of the AMC-aired period Western
series.
The Librarians: Season One (Sony, DVD: 3
discs, $30.99). Aired on
TNT, this 2014-15 first
season spin-off from the
made-for-TV movie series
following three librarians
who rescue artifacts stars
Rebecca Romijn, Christian Kane, and John Larroquette.
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Outlander: Season Two (Sony, DVD: 5
discs, $45.99; Blu-ray: 5 discs, $55.99). The
action relocates to Paris as combat nurse
Claire Randall (Caitriona Balfe) bounces
back and forth in time in this 2016 sophomore season of the historical fiction series
based on the books by Diana Gabaldon.

TURN: Washington’s Spies—The Complete Third Season (Anchor Bay, DVD: 3
discs, $49.98). Set during the Revolutionary
War era, this 2016 third season of the fictionalized historical drama stars Jamie Bell,
Seth Numrich, and Heather Lind.

November 15

November 8
Billions: Season One
(Showtime, DVD: 4 discs,
$42.99; Blu-ray: 4 discs,
$49.99). Aired on Showtime, this 2016 debut
season of the financial
crime drama stars Paul
Giamatti and Damian
Lewis.
Black Sails: The Complete Season
Three (Starz, DVD: 3 discs, $49.98; Bluray: 3 discs, $59.99). Inspired by Robert
Louis Stevenson’s Treasure Island, this pirate-themed Starz-aired series’ 2016 third
season stars Toby Stephens, Hannah New,
Luke Arnold, and Jessica Parker Kennedy.
Capital (Acorn, DVD: $34.99). Adapted
from the 2012 novel by John Lanchester,
this three-part 2015 series focusing on an
anonymous neighborhood hate campaign
stars Toby Jones, Gemma Jones, Lesley
Sharp, and Adeel Akhtar.
Daredevil: The Complete First Season (Buena Vista, Blu-ray: $39.99).
This 2015 debut season
of the Netflix original
series is based on the
Marvel comic and features Deborah Ann Woll,
Elden Henson, Rosario Dawson, Vincent
D’Onofrio, and Charlie Cox as the titular
superhero.
Into the Badlands (Anchor Bay, DVD: 2
discs, $39.98; Blu-ray: 2 discs, $49.99). The
2015 first season of this AMC-aired martial
arts feudal drama stars Daniel Wu, Orla
Brady, and Sarah Bolger.
Red Dwarf XI: The Complete Eleventh
Series (BBC, DVD: 2 discs, $34.98). This
2016 11th season revival of the British sci-fi
comedy franchise stars Chris Barrie, Craig
Charles, and Danny John-Jules.
Sisters: The Final Season (Shout! Factory, DVD: 6 discs, $39.95). Starring Swoosie
Kurtz, Sela Ward, and Eric Close, this 199596 sixth and final season of the NBC drama
finds the Reed sisters’ trials and triumphs
coming to a close.
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Better Call Saul: Season Two (Sony,
DVD: 3 discs, $45.99; Blu-ray: 3 discs,
$55.99). Airing on AMC, this 2016 sophomore season of the Breaking Bad spin-off
and prequel continues to profile New
Mexico strip-mall criminal lawyer Jimmy
McGill (Bob Odenkirk).
Ga me of T hrones:
T he Complete Sixt h
Season (HBO, DVD: 5
discs, $59.99; Blu-ray: 4
discs, $74.99). The battle
between the reigning
clans of Westeros serves
as the centerpiece of this
2016 sixth season of the
popular HBO series based on the books
by George R.R. Martin and starring Kit
Harington, Peter Dinklage, and Lena
Headey.
The Living and the Dead (BBC, DVD:
2 discs, $29.98). A supernatural farm adds
unwanted drama to the life of a young
couple (Colin Morgan, Charlotte Spencer)
in this 2016 six-episode series.
Looking: The Complete Series and the
Movie (HBO, DVD: 5 discs, $39.99; Blu-ray:
5 discs, $49.99). Three thirtysomething
pals (Jonathan Groff, Frankie J. Álvarez,
and Murray Bartlett) navigate gay life in
San Francisco in this 2014-15 series that
also includes the July 2016 follow-up finale
movie special.
The Mindy Project:
Season Four (Universal,
DVD: 4 discs, $22.98).
OB/GYN Mindy (Mindy
Kaling) becomes a mother in this 2015-16 fourth
season—the first after the
series’ move from Fox to
Hulu—featuring guest appearances by Joseph Gordon-Levitt, Kevin
Smith, and Ne-Yo.
NYPD Blue: Season 11 (Shout! Factory, DVD: 5 discs, $34.99). Dennis Franz
and Mark-Paul Gosselaar star in this
2003-04 penultimate 11th season of the
acclaimed cop drama, featuring guest
stars Jane Lynch, Doug Savant, and Kirk
Acevedo.
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November 22
Lou Grant: The Complete Third
Season (Shout! Factory, DVD: 5 discs,
$39.98). Ed Asner is back as the titular Los
Angeles newspaper editor in this 1979-80
third season of the Emmy and Peabody
award-winning Mary Tyler Moore Show
spin-off that also stars Robert Walden
and Linda Kelsey.
Poldark: The Complete Second Season
( P B S , DV D : 3 d i s c s ,
$44.99; Blu-ray: 3 discs,
$54.99). Based on the historical novels by Winston
Graham, this 2016 second
season stars Aidan Turner
as a Revolutionary War vet
who returns to England.

November 29
Brief Encounters (Acorn, DVD: 2 discs,
$39.99). Set during the 1980s, this 2016
ITV series follows four women (Sophie
Rundle, Angela Griffin, Penelope Wilton,
and Sharon Rooney) who combine forces
and become lingerie and sex toy party
entrepreneurs.
House of Lies: The Final Season (Paramount, DVD: 2 discs, $39.98). The ups
and downs of Kaan & Associates come to a
close in this 2016 fifth and final season of
the Showtime series starring Don Cheadle
and featuring Kristen Bell, Steven Weber,
and Wanda Sykes.

December 6
Beauty & the Beast:
The Final Season (Paramount, DVD: 4 discs,
$45.98). The romance between a detective (Kristin
Kreuk) and her beastly
love (Jay Ryan) is chronicled in this 2016 fourth
and final season of the CW-aired drama
fantasy series.
BrainDead (Paramount, DVD: 4 discs,
$55.98). Aired on CBS, this 2016 amalgam
of political satire and sci-fi stars Mary Elizabeth Winstead, Danny Pino, and Tony
Shalhoub.
The Bureau: Season 1 (Kino Lorber,
DVD: 3 discs, $49.95). Mathieu Kassovitz
stars in this 2015 debut season of the
French political thriller that focuses on
the missions of an intelligence delivery
service.
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Greenleaf: Season One (Lionsgate,
DVD: 3 discs, $34.98; Blu-ray: 2 discs,
$34.98). A corrupt Memphis megachurch
tries to hide deceptive business practices
in this 2016 inaugural season of the OWN
network series starring Keith David, Lynn
Whitfield, and Oprah Winfrey.
T he S e c r e t A ge nt
(Acorn, DVD: $34.99).
Adapted from Joseph
Conrad’s 1907 novel, this
three-part 2016 BBC Oneaired espionage drama
stars Toby Jones, Vicky
McClure, and Stephen
Graham.
Zoo: Season Two (Paramount, DVD:
4 discs, $55.98). Following scary and
seemingly coordinated animal attacks,
this 2016 sophomore season of the drama
series based on the book co-written by
James Patterson stars James Wolk, Nonso
Anozie, and Billy Burke.

December 13
A mer ican Gothic:
Season One (Paramount,
DVD: 4 discs, $55.98).
Juliet Rylance, Antony
Starr, and Justin Chatwin
star in this 2016 first season of this mystery series revolving around an
enigmatic Boston blueblood clan.
Death in Paradise: Season Five (BBC,
DVD: 2 discs, $34.98). A gorgeous island
backdrop adds a lighthearted spin to this
2016 fifth season of the British crime
comedy starring Kris Marshall, Élizabeth
Bourgine, and Don Warrington.
Father Brown: Season Four (BBC, DVD:
2 discs, $39.99). Inspired by the works of
G.K. Chesterton, this 2016 fourth season
of the BBC One period drama stars Mark
Williams as the titular mystery-solving
Catholic priest.
Harley and the Davidsons (Lionsgate,
DVD: 3 discs, $29.98, Blu-ray: 3 discs,
$29.98). Aired on the Discovery Channel,
this 2016 historical fiction miniseries centering on the origins of the Harley-Davidson manufacturing company stars Michiel
Huisman, Bug Hall, and Robert Aramayo.
Newhart: The Complete Seventh Season (Shout! Factory, DVD: 3 discs, $29.95).
The small-town Vermont escapades of Dick
Loudon (Bob Newhart) and friends continue in this penultimate 1988-89 season.
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Ver sailles: Season
One (Universal, DVD: 4
discs, $39.98; Blu-ray: 2
discs, $44.98). Set during
the building of the Palace
of Versailles, this 2015
historical drama series
stars George Blagen as
Louis XIV, along with
Alexander Vlahos and Elisa Lasowski.

December 27
Undercover (BBC, DVD: 2 discs, $24.98).
Co-produced by the BBC and BBC America,
this 2016 six-part drama series about a British lawyer who defends a U.S. death row
inmate stars Sophie Okonedo, Adrian Lester, Dennis Haysbert, and Vincent Regan.

Looking Ahead
Slated for January are the third seasons
of Shetland and Silk, and the seventh
season of Archer. Slated for February is
the sophomore season of Mercy Street, the
fourth season of Last Tango in Halifax,
and more Last of the Summer Wine.

Re-priced or New to DVD/Blu-ray
Enter the Faun (First
Run, DVD: $24.95). Veteran dancer Tamar Rogoff
and Gregg Mozgala, who
has cerebral palsy, collaborate on a uniquely
choreographed original
dance production in this
uplifting documentary
(VL Online-9/16 HHH) co-directed by
Rogoff and Daisy Wright. Bonus features
include performance excerpts and interviews with Rogoff and Mozgala.
The Frank Sinatra Collection: At the
Royal Festival Hall/Sinatra in Japan, The
Frank Sinatra Collection: Happy Holidays with Frank & Bing/Vintage Sinatra,
and The Frank Sinatra Collection: Ol’
Blue Eyes is Back/The Main Event (Eagle
Rock Entertainment, DVD: $9.98 each).
Crooner Frank Sinatra takes center stage
in these two-part special additions to the
archival musical series.
The Homestretch (Bullfrog, DVD:
$24.99). Newly re-priced for home video,
Anne de Mare and Kirsten Kelly’s documentary (VL-11/15 HHH) follows homeless
teens Roque, Kasey, and Anthony as they
fight to stay in school in order to graduate
and build a future. Bonus features include a
“making-of” featurette and deleted scenes.
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In anticipation of the fast-approaching 500th anniversary of
one of the most important events in world history, Christian
History Institute presents a new documentary: This Changed
Everything: 500 Years of the Reformation. Narrated by actor
David Suchet (PBS’s Poirot series), This Changed Everything
explores the fruits of the Reformation while grappling with
difficult questions about its legacy of division.
Leading scholars from a broad range of perspectives tell the
dramatic story of the Reformation, analyze its effects, and
address vital questions about unity, truth, and the future of
the church. Includes 3-hour program, five hours of bonus
material, a comprehensive companion guide, and access to
HD Digital copy.

2-Disc DVD + HD Digital Copy
UPC 7 27985 01646 7, #501646D

$29.99

www.ThisChangedEverything.com

Over 25 experts featured in this series, including

Dr. Frank James

Dr. Jacqueline Rose

Dr. James Payton

Shane Claiborne

Dr. Scott Kisker

Vision Video
PO Box 540
Worcester, PA 19490
1-800-523-0226 • 610-584-3500
Fax: 610-584-6643
E-mail: info@visionvideo.com
Web: www.VisionVideo.com

Dr. Michael Horton

Dr. Sandra Yokum

Mark Galli

Dr. Horace Six-Means

OUR UNCONDITIONAL GUARANTEE:
If, for any reason, a product does not meet your
expectations, return it to us, and we will exchange it or give
you a refund. All DVDs are guaranteed against any defects.
Available from Baker and Taylor, Midwest Tape, or directly
from Vision Video.

Bishop Robert Barron

Dr. John Armstrong

Video Movies
This section features reviews of current and
classic studio, independent, and foreign feature
films. Each review includes pricing information,
as well as running time, rating, subtitling information, and street dates for yet-to-be-released
titles. Most titles reviewed here are widely
available through most distributors.

HHHH= Excellent
HHH= Good
HH= Fair
H= Poor

Current Films
11 Minutes HH1/2

MPI, 83 min., in Polish w/
English subtitles, not rated,
DVD: $24.98

Everything we see in
Polish filmmaking grandmaster Jerzy Skolimowski’s
puzzle film ostensibly occurs within 11 minutes on one afternoon in
Warsaw. A beautiful but inexperienced actress
visits the hotel of a conniving American producer (Richard Dormer), where she expects
an audition while he plots a seduction. The
woman’s husband frantically searches the
hotel for the producer’s room. A group of
giggly nuns buy hot dogs from a flirtatious
vendor with a dark past. A young woman gets
her dog back from an ex-boyfriend. A drug
courier rushes through traffic. An ambulance
crew hits one obstacle after another rushing
to a woman in labor. A thief flees the scene
of a crime. Skolimowski jumps from story to
story, slowly drawing the fragments together
as paths cross, characters converge, and key
events echo through the individual stories.
It’s an existential mystery with a mix of social
commentary, crime thriller, surveillance drama, and character study, all with an absurdist
sensibility and ominous sense of doom,
leading to a spectacular climax. Skolimowski
directs this modernist thriller at a rapid pace,
but what it all adds up to is rather sketchy. Is
Skolimowski saying something about chance
and fate and the human condition, or is he
simply having fun with the possibilities of
his cinematic mosaic? Regardless, this is a
bravura piece of filmmaking with an offbeat
sense of humor and an inventive interlocking
plot. A strong optional purchase. (S. Axmaker)

À la vie (To Life) HHH

Breaking Glass, 104 min., in French w/English
subtitles, not rated, DVD: $24.99

It’s been said that soldiers who fight together are bonded for life, no matter their
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differences in background
and values. In Jean-Jacques
Zilbermann’s French drama,
the same holds true for a
trio of Holocaust survivors
who kept themselves alive
during their days as kitchen
laborers in the Auschwitz
death camp. A powerful prologue finds Helene (Julie Depardieu) and Lily
(Johanna ter Steege) getting ready to evacuate
the camp with other prisoners in advance of
Russian liberators. They go to Rose (Suzanne
Clément) but find her too weak from illness
and starvation to join them. After a brief
interlude in which Hélène reestablishes her
life in Paris (among other things, she hastily
marries her childhood love, Henri, who was
castrated by the Nazis), the story jumps to
1962, with the three women reuniting for
the first time since 1945. The setting is a
beach town, Berck-sur-Mer, where romping
in the ocean, ice cream treats, and general
loosening up enable Hélène, Lily, and Rose
to be casual and honest in their dealings
with one another. Like siblings who share
a deep connection, the trio can be warm
and sensitive one moment and hostile in
the next, the latter spurred by the fact there
are some dark secrets and confessions to be
revealed about Auschwitz. Meanwhile, Lily
and Rose encourage Hélène —still a virgin in
mid-life—to have a sunny affair with a young
man. Featuring strong performances by the
three lead actresses, this engaging drama is
recommended. (T. Keogh)

All the Way HHH1/2

HBO, 132 min., TV-14, DVD:
$14.99, Blu-ray: $19.98

Bryan Cranston reprises
his Tony Award-winning
role as President Lyndon B.
Johnson in this HBO adaptation of the 2012 Broadway
play centered on the complicated political
negotiations that it took to pass the Civil
Rights Act in 1964. The film opens with
Johnson taking office—following the assassination of President John F. Kennedy—and
then making the Civil Rights Act (introduced
by Kennedy’s administration) his signature
issue when he runs for reelection. This is a
portrait of a different political culture, when
members of opposing parties treated one
another with respect and dealmaking across
the aisle was part of the process. For Johnson
it was necessary to get Republican support
since Democratic congressmen from Southern states (represented here by Frank Langella
as Senator Richard Russell, Johnson’s mentor)
opposed the legislation, fearing that it would
cost them political power. Part of the strength
of director Jay Roach’s All the Way lies in its
suggestion that such political costs are justified in the pursuit of social justice. The film
earned eight Emmy nominations, including
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Outstanding Television Movie, Directing,
and a well-earned Lead Actor nomination
for Cranston, who presents a complex figure
in Johnson, a cagey politician who learned
how to make deals and apply pressure to
pass legislation, while also being a realist—keenly aware of when to compromise
and where to draw the line (causing friction
here with Martin Luther King, played by
Anthony Mackie). Costarring Melissa Leo
as Lady Bird, Bradley Whitford as Hubert
Humphrey, and Stephen Root as J. Edgar
Hoover, this is a fine historical drama.
Highly recommended. (S. Axmaker)

The Almost Man HH1/2

Big World Pictures, 75 min., in
Norwegian w/English subtitles,
not rated, DVD: $29.95, Nov. 8

From Norway comes a
movie with an all-too-familiar theme: the refusal
of a grown man to, well,
grow up. The titular big kid, a 35-year-old
named Henrik (Henrik Rafaelson), is married to the good-natured but increasingly
frustrated (and newly pregnant) Tone (Janne
Heltberg Haarseth). Henrik is overwhelmed
by imminent fatherhood, a new job, and a
big new house—all spelling his arrival at a
level of adult responsibility for which he is
not ready. Awkward on the job, pampered
by his indulgent mom, and incapable of relating to Tone on anything but a level of high
school goofiness, Henrik retreats to familiar
ground, horsing around with his immature
pals from adolescence. Not surprisingly, this
is a recipe for disaster. Writer-director Martin
Lund doesn’t telegraph any particular Peter
Pan sympathy for Henrik, but there also isn’t
much more to The Almost Man than idiotic
behavior (urinating on a children’s book is
certainly a low point) heading toward an obvious reckoning. Still, there are some laughs
in this lightweight comedy. A strong optional
purchase. (T. Keogh)

Anthropoid HH

Universal, 121 min., R, DVD:
$22.99, Blu-ray/DVD Combo:
$29.98, Nov. 1

Based on the true story
of two Czechoslovakian
operatives’ mission to assassinate Nazi S.S. General
Reinhard Heydrich, this wannabe WWII
thriller is somewhat lacking in suspense.
In December 1941, after Czechoslovakian
loyalists Josef Gabcik (Cillian Murphy) and
Jan Kubiš (Jamie Dornan) parachute into
their Nazi-occupied homeland, the pair
must devise a way to implement “Operation
Anthropoid”—which is the code name for
the elimination of Heydrich (Detlef Bothe),
Hitler’s third-in-command, behind Himmler.
As the logistical architect of Hitler’s plan to
eradicate the Jewish population, Heydrich
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was known as “the butcher of Prague” for his
ruthless brutality. Burdened with historical
background about the Munich Agreement
in which the Allies allowed the Third Reich
to annex the German-speaking Sudetenland,
the narrative drags as Josef and Jan attempt to
reach Prague, where they must make contact
with what is left of the Czech Resistance,
personified by Ladislav (Marcin Dorocinski)
and “Uncle” Hajský (Toby Jones). But when
romantic entanglements evolve with their
reconnaissance decoy “girlfriends” (Charlotte
Le Bon, Anna Geislerova), betrayal seems
inevitable, leading to a six-hour shootout.
Directed by Sean Ellis, this a flat and often
frustrating film, full of disconcerting handheld camerawork. Optional. (S. Granger)

April and the
Extraordinary World
HHH

Universal, 107 min., in French
w/English subtitles and Englishdubbed, PG, DVD: $29.99, Bluray/DVD Combo: $34.99

Inspired by the graphic
novels of the great French comic artist Jacques
Tardi, this animated French feature is a steampunk adventure set in an alternate reality
Paris, circa 1941, where the World Wars never occurred, electricity was not discovered,
and the smoke that powers the steam-based
energy economy pollutes the world. It’s also
an increasing rarity in feature animation:
a film made in the classic 2D hand-drawn
manner, with designs modeled on Tardi’s
clean, strong, storybook illustration style. The
titular heroine is a spunky, smart girl whose
scientist parents were abducted by a mysterious force. April lives in hiding with a talking
cat, carrying on her parents’ experiments to
cure the dying feline while also dangerously
continuing to search for her parents. Imagine
Oliver Twist meets Jules Verne as a whimsical
fantasy fable with darker overtones as April’s
odyssey takes her to an underground world
where talking lizards and human scientists
work together to cure the polluted world,
although there is trouble in this paradise as
well. The story carries messages of environmental responsibility and anti-militarism
while also celebrating science and technology
as a public good—albeit one that can also
be misused for evil. Presented with both
the original French and English language
soundtracks (the former featuring the voices
of Jean Rocheford, Olivier Gourmet, and
Marion Cotillard; the latter with the voices
of Paul Giamatti, J.K. Simmons, and Susan
Sarandon), this is recommended. (S. Axmaker)

August Winds HH1/2

Kino Lorber, 75 min., in Portuguese w/English
subtitles, not rated, DVD: $29.95, Blu-ray: $34.95

This debut fiction feature from Brazilian
documentarian Gabriel Mascaro is an ethnographic study set on the country’s north-
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eastern coast. August Winds
offers a rumination on life
and death in the remote, deceptively idyllic area, focusing on both Shirley (Dandara de Morais), a beautiful
young woman who hauls
loads of coconuts picked by
the locals while also caring for her elderly
grandmother, and Jeison (Geová Manoel dos
Santos), a fisherman who is constantly berated
by his judgmental father. What passes for
plot here kicks off when Jeison encounters
a meteorologist who has arrived to measure
wind gusts, and then later finds a body on the
beach, unidentifiable but possibly having a
bullet wound. Jeison contacts the police, but
they fail to respond, so he tends to the corpse
himself. By the time the final credits roll—accompanied by a jangly, distorted synthesizer
version of “Bali Hai” from South Pacific—the
film has made a case that this is far from
paradise. August Winds is more an exercise
in mood than conventional narrative and its
slow pace and meandering style demand patience, but it’s also visually striking. A strong
optional purchase. (F. Swietek)

The Automatic Hate
HHH

Film Movement, 97 min., not
rated, DVD: $24.95

A n out st a nd i ng c a st
brings off-kilter energy to
this oddball story about a
buried family secret. Davis
(Joseph Cross) is a Boston chef and the only
child of emotionally remote psychology
professor Ronald (Richard Schiff). When he
is visited by a previously unknown cousin
named Alexis (Adelaide Clemens), Davis
learns that the father he thought was raised
alone actually has a brother living in woodsy
upstate New York. Leaving his longtime girlfriend (Deborah Ann Woll) in an anxious and
confused condition, Davis travels to meet up
with Alexis and her twin sisters. The other
shoe in this quirky tale drops when Alexis’s
father, Josh (Ricky Jay), tries to chase his
nephew off, unwilling to discuss the terrible
events that drove a wedge between him and
Ronald. Things grow more complicated when
an unwholesome attraction develops between
Davis and Alexis—as if driven by some invisible hand—and a family tragedy forces a
painful reunion of Ronald and Josh. Director
Justin Lerner brings palpable eccentricity to
the off-the-grid, hippie-ish existence of Josh
and his daughters’ world, which stands in
sharp contrast to the orderly, button-down
life of Ronald. And Cross is very good as the
amorphous young adult drawn to his cousin.
Recommended. (T. Keogh)

Batman: The Killing Joke HH1/2

Warner, 77 min., R, DVD: $19.98, Blu-ray: $24.98

The original, award-winning 1988 graphic
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novel Batman: The Killing
Joke, written by comic book
legend Alan Moore, became
a signature chapter in the
Batman comic book storyline for several reasons,
including its exploration of
the complicated relationship between Batman and The Joker, the
addition of a human element to the origin
story of the iconic supervillain, and the
inclusion of a sadistic plot to break the spirit
and the moral character of Commissioner
Gordon involving the brutal abuse of his
daughter Barbara (formerly Batgirl). Moore’s
story is faithfully brought to the screen in
this animated original film that features the
voices of Kevin Conroy as Batman and Mark
Hamill as The Joker. The original graphic
novel is a short work with only a minimal
appearance by Barbara, so scriptwriter Brian
Azzarello (a respected comic book artist in
his own right) wrote a half-hour prologue
that explores Batgirl’s retirement from crime
fighting. While it helps Barbara move from
plot device to full-fledged character, it also
adds a pointless sexual affair with Batman
that has no corollary in the comic books.
The first R-rated feature in the DC Universe
animated series, this is a strong optional
purchase. (S. Axmaker)

The BFG HHH

Walt Disney, 118 min., PG,
DVD: $29.99, Blu-ray/DVD
Combo: $39.99, Nov. 29

Blending live-action and
computer-animation, director Steven Spielberg’s
adaptation of Roald Dahl’s
fantastical 1982 YA novel stars Oscar-winner
Mark Rylance as the titular Big Friendly Giant.
Set in 1980s London, the story follows 10year-old orphan and lonely insomniac Sophie
(Ruby Barnhill), who spies a 24-foot-tall giant
lurking on the cobblestone streets, collecting
and dispensing the phosphorescent dreams
of unsuspecting sleepers. Reaching his hand
through an open window, the grandfatherly-looking BFG plucks Sophie out of bed,
because if word got out that giants roamed the
city that would be the end of their nocturnal
visits. So the BFG whisks terrified Sophie off
to Giant Country, where he is constantly
bullied by sinister Fleshlumpeater (Jemaine
Clement) and Bloodbottler (Bill Hader).
While the BFG sticks to a vegetarian diet of
slimy snozzcumbers, his colossal cohorts are
“cannybulls” (cannibals), kidnapping young
“human beans,” so Sophie is in constant danger. Sophie and the BFG will eventually seek
assistance from Queen Elizabeth II (Penelope
Wilton) in Buckingham Palace. Much amusement here derives from the BFG’s whimsical
dialect, which is known as “gobblefunk” and
is filled with garbled malapropisms. The BFG
also deplores burping but celebrates flatu-
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lence, dubbed “whizzpopping,” which is set
off by the upside-down bubbles in Frobscottle,
a fermented snozzcumber beverage that he
shares not only with Her Majesty but also
her Welsh corgis. Recommended. (S. Granger)

Breaking a Monster
HHH

RLJ, 94 min., not rated, DVD:
$29.99

A rock band comprised of
13-year-old boys is caught
in the gears of star-making
machinery in director Luke
Meyer’s empathetic documentary. Power
trio Unlocking the Truth—black kids from
Brooklyn—shred like Metallica by way of the
proto-punk Detroit band Death. They are sure
that fame is theirs for the taking, and when it
arrives, charismatic guitarist Malcolm Brickhouse believes that no one will make fun of
him for wearing nail polish again. If Malcolm
is a persuasive rocker, his bespectacled band
mates—Jarad Dawkins and Alec Atkins—look
more like future astrophysicists. When the
group posts a live video that garners over
a million hits on YouTube, producer Alan
Sacks (co-creator of Welcome Back Kotter)
comes calling, and the culture clash begins.
The kids are from working-class stock, while
Sacks is a showbiz vet who meditates daily.
Sacks boasts about his work with the Jonas
Brothers, but his new clients are cut from
different cloth. Sony offers the band a five-album deal, and the boys are soon playing
high-profile music festivals including SXSW
and Coachella. Sacks encourages them to
add vocals, which isn’t their strong suit, and
from there it all begins to go downhill, not
least because Malcolm dislikes Sacks’s ideas,
Jarad thinks Sacks is “just in it for the money,”
and Alec would rather play Grand Theft Auto
(which may be less harmful for minors than
indentured servitude to a major corporation).
Recommended. (K. Fennessy)

Café Society HHH

Lionsgate, 96 min., PG-13,
DVD: $29.95, Blu-ray/DVD
Combo: $39.99

Set in the 1930s, Woody
Allen’s bittersweet comingof-age tale follows eager,
earnest Bobby Dorfman
(Jesse Eisenberg), who moves from the Bronx
to Hollywood, where he goes to work for
his pretentious Uncle Phil (Steve Carell), a
name-dropping, big-time talent agent. Bobby
immediately falls in love with Phil’s secretary
(Kristen Stewart), who drives him to see movie
stars’ mansions in Beverly Hills. “Menial
errands are my specialty,” Bobby guilelessly
explains, “but I don’t see a great future in it.”
Trying not to be intoxicated by the shallow
glitz and schmoozing gossip, Bobby nevertheless winds up brokenhearted, returning to
his working-class Jewish family in New York,
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where he enters the nightclub business with
his gangster brother (Corey Stoll) and marries
a beautiful blonde socialite (Blake Lively).
Eisenberg cheerfully channels Allen’s neurotic nebbish character (Allen himself narrates),
backed by a superb supporting ensemble
(Parker Posey, Ken Stott, Anna Camp). Italian
cinematographer Vittorio Stororo evokes the
nostalgic glamour of Tinseltown’s Golden Age
and the excitement of Manhattan’s swanky,
Depression-era cabaret scene. Recommended.
(S. Granger)

Chevalier HHH

Strand, 99 min., in Greek w/
English subtitles, not rated,
DVD: $27.99

This clever satire by female filmmaker Athina Rachel Tsangari (the gender
mention is significant given
the nature of this movie) centers on what
could be the world’s most elaborate and
absurd male-ego contest, short of an actual
world war. Six wealthy Greek guys—largely
acquaintances, although there are relatives in
the mix—embark on a yacht cruise but quickly tire of the ordinary challenges of jet-skiing
and spear-fishing. Looking for new ways to
determine the best man among them, they
hit on the idea of a general contest, in which
everything they say, do, and are can be awarded points: sleep positions, skipping stones,
breath-holding, dental hygiene, windsailing,
Rubik’s Cube speed, and—inevitably—penis
size. The insanity of the challenge is great
fodder for satire, but Tsangari also presents
a portrait of masculinity that is likely to
disquiet male viewers, serving up characters
who range from soft, chubby uncertain types
to men’s men who are not entirely confident
about their place and power in the world. The
director exhibits a keen sense of the dynamics
of a social gathering of men trapped over several days on a boat. Chevalier (the title refers
to a signet ring to be awarded the contest
winner) also boasts some lovely scenery off
island coasts. Recommended. (T. Keogh)

City of Gold HHH

MPI, 90 min., R, DVD: $24.99

Fried grasshoppers, deer
penis, slime eels…well,
somebody’s got to eat that
stuff and report to the rest
of us. Jonathan Gold, a Pulitzer Prize-winning culture
journalist and food writer for the Los Angeles
Times, enthusiastically digs into such unusual cuisine in filmmaker Laura Gabbert’s
engaging documentary. Gold prefers to write
about small mom-and-pop places that have
fewer than a dozen tables but serve wonderful-looking foods from distant lands—meals
based on recipes handed down over multiple
generations. It’s not that the bearish, moonfaced Gold—sporting cascades of bristly

20

blonde hair—merely has a thing for ethnic
foods. He also views these out-of-the-way
family restaurants as representative of the
extraordinary cultural diversity that is a
sometimes-underappreciated feature of the
city. Here, Gold zips along L.A.’s streets in his
green truck, stopping for lunch at everything
from a hot dog joint to Thai, Chinese, Korean, and Mexican places to sample regional
cooking. Also appearing are some of Gold’s
editor-bosses at the Times (including his wife,
entertainment editor Laurie Ochoa), along
with chefs and restaurateurs who respect and
appreciate his work. Recommended. (T. Keogh)

ClownTown H

Entertainment One, 86 min.,
not rated, DVD: $14.99

Extreme fear of clowns
is so prevalent that there’s
a word for it: “coulrophobia.” Filmmaker Tom Nagel’s
cheapo horror film revolves
around four friends stranded in a seemingly
abandoned town, who discover that they’re
being stalked by vicious psychopaths dressed
as circus clowns. Allegedly inspired by true
events, ClownTown begins with a pretty young
babysitter removing her halter and baring her
breasts before being knifed in the belly. Skip
ahead 15 years to a scene in Stanley’s Diner,
located somewhere in southern Ohio. Jill (Katie Keene) and Mike (Andrew Staton) are double-dating with Sarah (Lauren Compton) and
Brad (Brian Nagel), all headed for a country
music concert in Columbus. When they ask
for directions, they’re told by the local sheriff
about a shortcut but warned not to stop in any
of the small towns. Predictably, they become
lost…and Jill realizes she left her cellphone in
the diner. When a Good Samaritan calls to
say he found the phone, they arrange to meet
in Clinton, a town devastated years earlier by
a horrific train crash. Here, they join up with
two construction workers (Tom Nagel, Jeff
Denton) as the axe-swinging slaughter begins.
Jill is kidnapped, tied up, and ghoulishly
tortured, while her terrified cohorts listen to
the sordid history of ClownTown, related by
a crazy old coot named Frank (Greg Violand).
Naturally, there’s a psychotic reason behind
the senseless screamfest, but most viewers
won’t care. Not recommended. (S. Granger)

The Congressman HH
Sony, 103 min., R, DVD:
$14.99

A gently satirical if also
somewhat tepid tale, The
Congressman centers on a
disillusioned Maine politician who is coping with a
public relations fiasco while undergoing a
mid-life crisis. A recently divorced Vietnam
vet with a drinking problem, U.S. Congressman Charlie Winship (Treat Williams) often
puts his feet up on his desk while remaining
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seated during the recitation of the Pledge of
Allegiance on the House floor each morning. One day, he’s surreptitiously caught on
video, igniting a nasty media-driven controversy that is only amplified when—facing a
demonstration by his constituents—Charlie
explains that the Pledge was created not by
the Founding Fathers, but rather a socialist
Christian minister named Francis Bellamy
in 1892. To complicate matters, Charlie’s
ambitious chief of staff, Jared Barnes (Ryan
Merriman), is secretly collaborating with
a conniving lobbyist (George Hamilton)
to usurp Charlie’s job. Meanwhile, back in
Maine a crisis looms as the livelihood of a remote fishing community on Catatonk Island
is threatened by corporate fisheries. Visiting
the beleaguered area, Charlie is befriended
by local librarian Rae Blanchard (Elizabeth
Marvel). Writer/co-director (along with Jared
Martin) Robert Mrazek draws here from his
own experience representing a Long Island,
NY, congressional district for a decade before
retiring from the House of Representatives in
1993. Unfortunately, this is a lackluster effort,
overall, which suffers from formulaic plotting
and stilted dialogue. Optional. (S. Granger)

(Catherine Cobb Ryan), by growling, contorting, and speaking with an unholy voice.
Enter Columbia University parapsychologist
Lois (Fiona Horrigan) and skeptical assistant
Veronica (Lynn Justinger), who take turns
heading to the basement to confront poor
Bethany’s occupant, with each coming back
upstairs chastened and wounded. Joan can’t
get through to Bethany either, but as is often
the case with possession movies, the dark
secrets of the forces of good are revealed by
the monster, challenging their fitness and
stamina to stand up to pure evil. And that’s
pretty much what happens for the majority
of the film: the demon brings up everyone’s
dirty laundry. The mundane spooky effects
here include an off-camera fan blowing Bethany’s hair around (evil!) and an invisible hand
pulling on a bedsheet. Folsom is solid in the
lead role, but this tiresomely talky film wears
out its welcome long before the final credits.
Not recommended. (T. Keogh)

Dark Diamond HHH

Filmmaker Nikias Chryssos’s debut feature film—a
deadpan absurdist comedy
with horror-fantasy shadings—concerns a penniless physics student
(Pit Bukowski) who rents a basement room in
a weird bourgeois couple’s completely subterranean middle-class home in the woods. In
exchange for his chilly concrete cell and dismal meals, the newcomer must home-school
their tow-headed idiot “son,” Klaus (Daniel
Fripan), an adult who thinks he is only
8-years-old, still breastfeeds, and has never
been outside. The mother and father claim to
be acting under orders from an unseen alien
intelligence named Heinrich who insists that
Klaus, against all appearances, is a prodigy
destined to be President of the United States
and therefore must be thoroughly educated.
The oddball minimalist allegory may be elusive at times, but this definitely has true cult
film potential. Recommended. (C. Cassady)

First Run, 115 min., in French
w/English subtitles, not rated,
DVD: $19.95

Filmmaker Arthur Harari’s engrossing and unusual
heist thriller centers on Pier
(Niels Schneider), a tightly
coiled and taciturn young man living on
the margins of the criminal world. Rootless
and unfocused, Pier believes that his father
was badly treated by the latter’s brother, Joseph (Hans-Peter Cloos)—driven out of the
family’s gem business and committed to an
asylum for the insane. Something of a cross
between Shakespeare’s Hamlet and Patricia
Highsmith’s Thomas Ripley, Pier seeks revenge by insinuating himself into a skeptical
Joseph’s family at the exact moment when
there is a conflict between the older man and
his own son over the wisdom of investing in a
diamond cutter’s business. Pier worms his way
into becoming a cutter while also conspiring
with a master thief to steal four large gems,
an act that will sink Joseph’s enterprise. But
along the way Pier begins to see his family’s
history a little differently. A compelling drama, this is recommended. (T. Keogh)

Dark Exorcism H1/2

Breaking Glass, 81 min., not
rated, DVD: $24.99

What if the greatest danger in demonic possession
is that the devil might talk
your ear off? In this chatty,
low budget horror movie,
young artist Bethany (Grace
Folsom) freaks out her single mom, Joan
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Der Bunker HHH

Artsploitation, 85 min., in
German w/English subtitles, not
rated, DVD: $24.99, Blu-ray:
$29.99

Downriver H1/2

Breaking Glass, 99 min., not
rated, DVD: $24.99

A moody but unsatisfying mystery, the Australian
drama Downriver stars Reef
Ireland as James, a gay teen
who has spent a few years in
lockup for the apparent drowning of a boy
whose body was never found. James had an
epileptic seizure at the time the child vanished, so he has no clear idea of what actually
happened. Confronted by the dead boy’s
still-anguished mother shortly before being
released, James returns home to a riverside
trailer park where his own mother (Kerry
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Fox) lives, and he is determined to figure out
what really transpired. James’s return makes
some people in the area uncomfortable, while
others, including a young teen neighbor and
his mother’s kind new boyfriend (Robert
Taylor), extend compassion and support. As
James moves closer to finding out the truth,
Downriver becomes increasingly tense, but
also narratively murkier and less plausible.
Even with the suspense, however, the film
is weighed down by numerous scenes of
stillness and passing time, where nothing is
happening beyond forced stylishness. Not
recommended. (T. Keogh)

Dukhtar HHH

Kino Lorber, 93 min., in Urdu &
Pashto w/English subtitles, not
rated, DVD: $29.99

Afia Nathaniel’s Dukhtar
(“Daughter”) successfully
melds element of thriller, social justice, and love
story. Instead of an indictment of arranged
marriage as a whole, the Pakistani filmmaker
builds her narrative around a mother’s attempt to prevent the marriage of her 10-yearold daughter to end a blood feud. Allah Rahki
(Samiya Mumtaz), who married tribal chief
Daulat Khan (Asif Khan) when she was 15,
appears to go along with his plan to marry off
Zainab (Saleha Aref) to a grey-haired rival, but
the minute they get the chance, the women
go on the lam, and two sets of henchmen
spring into action to capture the daughter
and kill the mother. When the duo secure a
hiding place on the back of a truck, things
start to look up, until they are discovered by
the trucker, Sohail (Mohib Mirza). Telling a
small lie, Allah convinces widower Sohail to
let them stay, and the more he learns about
their predicament, the harder he works to protect them, leading to a sojourn in a mountain
village and a risky trip to bustling Lahore to
reunite with Allah’s mother. By protecting
the escapees, Sohail puts his own life at risk;
fortunately, the former mujahedeen proves
handy with a weapon, as Nathaniel alternates
between action sequences and more intimate
moments. Recommended. (K. Fennessy)

The Dwarvenaut
HHH1/2

Kino Lorber, 84 min., not rated,
DVD: $24.99

Filmmaker Josh Bishop
profiles the life, work, and
boundless enthusiasm of
Stefan Pokorny, a part-Korean adoptee living in Brooklyn, who was
drawn to art from an early age. Pokorny was
also transfixed by the imaginary worlds of
the Dungeons & Dragons role-playing game,
and fusing his two loves, he sired Dwarven
Forge, a successful business that sells modular miniature medieval dungeons and even
an entire city layout that D&D players can
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build to set the tone for their inner fantasies. As the ever-boyish Pokorny continues
to evolve his business, cameras travel with
him to Italy and other destinations where
he is inspired by classic architecture and
fine arts. Although fixated individuals who
create their own mythological mini-worlds
often harbor pathologies of secret torment
and trauma, no such psychiatric labels are
pinned on Pokorny, who is here honored as
a happy, creative visionary within his odd
little niche genre, and no less deserving of
respect than any artist-entrepreneur. Highly
recommended. (C. Cassady)

Eat That Question: Frank
Zappa in His Own Words
HHH

Sony, 93 min., R, DVD: $30.99

Frank Zappa’s fans will
certainly enjoy Thorsten
Schütte’s documentary,
which will also likely appeal to a wider audience. The film consists
almost entirely of excerpts from interviews
that the singer-songwriter gave during his
career, accompanied by archival footage. Eat
That Question is neither a full nor conventional biography—little is said of Zappa’s life
before he appeared as a clean-cut young man
on The Steve Allen Show in the early 1960s
to conduct a composition for two bicycles
and an instrumental ensemble. That clip is
quickly succeeded by Zappa’s rather different look as the front-man of the Mothers of
Invention, which takes the narrative into his
running battle with the music industry and
his affinity for writing pungently satirical
lyrics to remarkably eclectic music. Zappa
made extensive use of innovative recording
processes while also composing serious music
that later he would hire orchestras to perform.
He also attacked every form of censorship,
moving into movies in 1971 with the cult
film 200 Motels, and later pioneering videoto-film techniques. Schütte paints a portrait
of a man who defied easy pigeonholing:
although criticized as a bad influence, Zappa
emphasized his opposition to drug use, and
while dismissed as a leftie, he lambasted
liberals as well as conservatives. Being based
almost exclusively on Zappa’s own words, the
profile here is selective, but it does provide
fascinating insight into a complex man and
complicated artist. Recommended. (F. Swietek)

Edge of Winter HH

Sony, 89 min., R, DVD: $19.98

In this hor ror mov ie
about a divorced father’s
descent into madness, Joel
Kinnaman stars as troubled, unemployed Elliot,
whose ex-wife drops off
their sons, 15-year-old Bradley (Tom Holland)
and 12-year-old Caleb (Percy Hynes White),
to stay with him at his isolated home for a
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couple of weeks. Elliot decides to take the
boys out into the wintry Canadian woods for
shooting lessons, but after his SUV veers into
a snow bank the trio are forced to continue
on foot as a blizzard approaches. A deserted
cabin beside a frozen lake provides temporary
shelter, but once Elliot learns that his ex-wife
plans to relocate to England with the boys,
he decides that they will all stay in the cabin
permanently, interpreting any reluctance on
the part of his sons as a betrayal. When two
hunters show up claiming that their truck has
broken down, Elliot decides that the pair are
a danger to his plans and must be dealt with.
Naturally, Bradley and Caleb grow increasingly terrified about what their father might
do and they try to escape. Edge of Winter is
an uneasy child endangerment thriller that
not only fails to generate much tension but
also dribbles off into frustrating irresolution.
Optional, at best. (F. Swietek)

Equals HH

Lionsgate, 93 min., PG-13,
DVD: $19.98, Blu-ray: $24.99

Set in a sterile, post-apoca ly pt ic s o c iet y t hat i s
known as The Collective,
this dark dystopian melodrama depicts a seemingly
utopian world without violence, crime, or
war—because human emotions have been
genetically eliminated (and coupling is
outlawed). Those who exhibit “Switched
On Syndrome” or SOS are forcibly subjected
to emotion inhibitors at the D.E.N. (Defective Emotional Neuropathy) or banished
to a wasteland known as the Peninsula.
Expressionless Nia (Kristen Stewart) and
Silas (Nicholas Hoult) work side-by-side, like
robotic drones, illustrating and publishing
“speculative nonfiction” centered on revisionist history, set before the devastating
nuclear war that decimated civilization.
Equipped with scanner-chip implants,
they dwell in individual antiseptic cells,
eating solitary meals that are delivered
electronically. Periodically, their serenity
is disrupted by “suicide jumpers,” whose
anguish only elicits apathy. When they ultimately find themselves sexually attracted
to one another, their lust and love propels
them into forbidden territory. Fortunately,
an underground SOS support group exists,
led by Jonas (Guy Pearce). Unfortunately, the couple’s suspicious behavior has
been observed and Nia is summoned as a
“breeder”—just as she discovers that she’s
pregnant. Director Drake Doremus’s Equals
is a formulaic conformity tale built around a
melancholy relationship that fails to ignite
much interest. Optional. (S. Granger)

Finding Altamira HH

Sony, 95 min., not rated, DVD: $19.99

Focusing on the conflict between religion and science, this historical drama
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revolves around the 1879
discovery of a cavern in
Northern Spain that is filled
with prehistoric paintings
of galloping bison. Amateur
archeologist Marcelino Sanz
de Sautuola y de la Pedrueca
(Antonio Banderas) and his
9-year-old daughter Maria
(Allegra Allen) enjoy roaming the countryside of Cantabria, observing nature and
chronicling their findings. One day, Maria
accidentally stumbles into a cave, where she
spies the remarkable etchings, and her observations ignite vivid nightmares concerning
her devout mother, Conchita (Golshifteh
Farahani). Meanwhile, Marcelino comes to
believe that these artifacts are from the end
of the Paleolithic era—some 10,000 years
earlier—which is in direct opposition to the
biblical teachings of the Catholic Church. His
astonishing assertion is repudiated by local
skeptics De Los Rios (Henry Goodman) and
the Monsignor (Rupert Everett), and when
Marcelino presents his conclusions at the
Prehistoric Congress in Lisbon in 1880, he is
publicly ridiculed by eminent French historian Emile Cartailhac (Clément Sibony), who
argues that prehistoric man was incapable of
such artistic achievement. Directed by Hugh
Hudson, this is overall an unimaginative
period drama, with the most emotional resonance found in the poignant father/daughter
bond, while a subplot involving Conchita and
a local painter (Pierre Niney) seems superfluous. Optional. (S. Granger)

The Fits HHH

Oscilloscope, 72 min., not rated,
DVD: $34.99, Blu-ray: $39.99

Anna Rose Holmer’s debut feature provides an
engaging reminder that
imagination can triumph
over budgetary limitations.
A haunting fable of adolescent alienation
made with a non-professional cast in an
impoverished area of Cincinnati, The Fits
stars Royalty Hightower as Toni, a young
girl who becomes entranced with a championship dancing squad while training at a
local recreation center with her brother, an
aspiring boxer. Toni tries out for the group
and is accepted as a member, but soon the
other dancers begin to suffer from inexplicable fainting spells. The script sidesteps
the pitfall of offering an overly explicit
psychological explanation of the phenomenon, leaving it to serve as a metaphor for
moving from childhood to adolescence and
from social isolation to integration into a
larger community. Energized by Hightower’s charismatic performance, a series of
frenzied dance sequences, and Holmer’s
skill in fashioning a dreamlike atmosphere
through the simplest of cinematic means,
this is recommended. (F. Swietek)
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“HIGHLY RECOMMENDED”
Front Cover HH

Strand, 87 min., in English &
Chinese w/English subtitles, not
rated, DVD: $24.99

A gay, Manhattan-anchored, Chinese-American
fashion stylist named Ryan
(Jake Choi) is uncomfortably paired with presumably straight Chinese
movie star Ning (James Chen) in this pleasant if also middling romantic comedy from
filmmaker Ray Yeung. Waiting for his shot at
styling the cover of a major fashionista magazine, Ryan is disappointed to find that racism
stands in the way of career advancement (the
irony being that Ryan wants nothing to do
with anything remotely Chinese, including
his immigrant parents’ native Mandarin
language and traditional sensibilities). As
compensation, Ryan is offered (more like
ordered) to take charge of an upcoming photo
shoot of Ning. The collaboration leaves much
to be desired: the spoiled Ning is constantly
surrounded by an annoying entourage, and
he’s derisive of Ryan’s lack of interest in ethnic heritage and wardrobe selections for the
photo session. Beneath it all, predictably, lies
Ning’s own feelings for Ryan, and a change
in their relationship initially appears to be
fairy-tale-promising. Unfortunately, Yeung
opts for a more melodramatic direction centered on the different-worlds improbability
of this love affair, and while there are fun
moments along the way, the story turns
decidedly soapy in the third act. Optional.
(T. Keogh)

Genius HH

Summit, 104 min., PG-13,
DVD: $19.98

Films about writing are
inevitably burdened with
trying to create a visually
exciting presentation of
someone putting words to
paper. A film about editing somebody else’s
writing is even trickier. Director Michael
Grandage’s Genius is based on A. Scott Berg’s
award-winning 1978 biography Max Perkins:
Editor of Genius. As one of the most talented
editors of his era, Perkins shaped the works
of F. Scott Fitzgerald and Ernest Hemingway
into classics, while his ability to tame Thomas
Wolfe’s sprawling writing into the remarkable
Look Homeward, Angel was a feat of editorial
mastery. Rather than focus on the process
of literary creation between writers and editor, the film instead centers on the clash of
personalities between the garrulously extroverted Wolfe and the excessively restrained
Perkins. Unfortunately, Jude Law’s absurdly
oversized interpretation of Wolfe (complete
with a theatrical Southern drawl) comes
across like a meth-fueled Foghorn Leghorn,
while Colin Firth infuses Perkins with so
little energy that he seems to be borderline
catatonic. Laura Linney and Nicole Kidman
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are wasted in disposable roles as, respectively,
Perkins’ wife, and Wolfe’s lover and benefactor, theatrical set and costume designer Aline
Bernstein. A disappointing misfire, this is
optional, at best. (P. Hall)

- Video Librarian

Ghostbusters HH1/2

Sony, 117 min., PG-13, DVD:
$30.99, Blu-ray: $34.99

The infectious charm of
the 1984 original lay in the
goofy chemistry between
bright, slyly satiric SNL comedians Dan Aykroyd, Bill
Murray, and Harold Ramis, along with Ernie
Hudson (all have cameos, including a bust
of the late Ramis), coupled with cool ectoplasmic special effects. The problem with
director Paul Feig’s mediocre remake is not
the gender-redo but its lack of originality,
as well as the scarcity of in-jokes, irony, and
cynicism—plus the repetition of the same
supernatural SFX. The story begins as Columbia University physics professor Erin
Gilbert (Kristen Wiig) realizes that her bid for
tenure has been endangered by the re-issue
of a parapsychology book she wrote years ago
with a high school pal, Abby Yates (Melissa
McCarthy). When Erin tracks Abby down,
she discovers that the latter is still chasing
ghostly phenomena, partnering with crazed
tech-head Jillian Holtzmann (Kate McKinnon). Joined by cheeky MTA worker Patty
Tolan (Leslie Jones)—a walking encyclopedia
of New York folklore—the quartet set up
shop above a Chinatown restaurant, aided
by a dimwitted assistant (Chris Hemsworth)
who is hired simply because he’s hunky. The
playful plot involves Manhattan’s historic
(fictitious) Aldridge mansion, where resident
ghosts start an epidemic of psychic nuisances.
The mayor (Andy Garcia) and his assistant
(Cecily Strong) are naturally into deceptive
denial, but the ghostbusters are on the trail.
A strong optional purchase. (S. Granger)

Hard Labor HH

Cinema Slate, 99 min., in
Portuguese w/English subtitles,
not rated, DVD: $29.95

Brazilian filmmakers
Juliana Rojas and Marco
Dutra offer a strange mix
of horror-thriller and social
commentary in this odd film set in São Paulo.
The narrative follows strains on a relationship after Otávio (Marat Descartes) abruptly
loses his job and his wife Helena (Helena
Albergaria) becomes the breadwinner as the
owner of a small grocery store. Otávio’s life
turns into a series of humiliations as his efforts to secure a new job fail, and he is only
able to gain work as a telemarketer trying
to sell insurance to indifferent customers.
Helena has her own problems: a new housekeeper hired to watch their daughter is not
the dream employee, and her grocery store
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The industrial food juggernaut is
impacting our food supply in
ways that just a few years ago
were unimaginable.
New technologies and scientific
ingenuity have given rise to
genetically modified organisms
(GMOs) and other man-made
foods. Traditional organic farmers
have been under constant attack
by large corporations who seek to
monopolize the farming industry.
Of the Land looks at our current
food supply system, the
dominance of GMO’s in our diet,
as well as a variety of organic
options available to consumers
who want to support more
sustainable and healthy farming
methods.
Featuring Dr. Shiv Chopra, Jeffrey
Smith, Professor Gilles-Eric
Seralini, Julie Daniluk, Rachel
Parent.
Available through AEC, Baker & Taylor,
Ingram Entertainment, Midwest
Tape, Waxworks and more.
89 minutes + 90 minutes of bonus
English Language
NTSC 16:9, Color, Not Rated
UPC: 7-94571-99197-2
SRP: $24.98
PPR Available
info@soundviewmediapartners.com

V I D E O

L I B R A R I A N

workers are less than honest. Meanwhile, a
peculiar harsh odor is coming from a wall in
the store and a neighbor’s barking dog seems
agitated by something within the building.
Unfortunately, Hard Labor, which screened at
the Cannes Film Festival’s Un Certain Regard
competition, has two stories going on that
never truly mesh into a satisfactory whole,
with the eerie store elements being the less
successful of the rival plots. Optional. (P. Hall)

Hockney HHH

Film Movement, 112 min., not
rated, DVD: $24.99

Unlike more narrowed
documentaries focusing
on Br itish ar tist Dav id
Hockney—such as David
Hockney’s Secret Knowledge
(VL-11/04) and David Hockney: A Bigger Picture (VL-9/10)—filmmaker Randall Wright
here attempts a full biographical treatment,
following the artist from his childhood
in Bradford and studies at London’s Royal
Academy at Art up through his abrupt move
to New York and then to California, where he
has lived since the 1970s (Hockney genially
ties his enthusiasm for the West Coast to his
youthful love of Hollywood movies). This
documentary is effectively an “authorized”
portrait, based largely on interviews with
Hockney and many of his colleagues and
friends, interwoven with archival material
(including family photos and home movies)
and loving glimpses of the artist’s vibrant
canvases. Although it does not ignore painful
episodes in Hockney’s life—including his
break-up with Peter Schlesinger (the model
in many of his famous pool paintings), and
the loss of many close friends to AIDS—it also
doesn’t probe very deeply, ultimately coming
across as more of a selective, sprightly, and
positive sketch rather than a penetrating
study of the man. But it does provide a solid
general overview of the life and career of
an important figure in contemporary art.
Recommended. (F. Swietek)

Independence Day:
Resurgence H1/2

Fox, 120 min., PG-13, DVD:
$29.98, Blu-ray/DVD Combo:
$39.99

This sci-fi sequel set 20
years after the 1996 original
begins with peace reigning
on Earth, apparently because humankind has
realized that their biggest threat comes from
outer space. Earthlings are utilizing technology acquired from the extraterrestrials to
build up defenses, with bases on the Moon
and Saturn. Incoherently cobbled together
by four screenwriters and director Roland
Emmerich, this frenzied and fragmented
fiasco lacks a charismatic hero, such as the
first film’s swashbuckling Marine Captain
Steven Hiller (Will Smith). Instead, the film
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features token supporting characters, each
doing his/her thing when the bug-like aliens
return to cause epic global destruction. Jeff
Goldblum’s wisecracking David Levinson
has been working with Catherine (Charlotte
Gainsbourg), a psychiatrist studying humanity’s consciousness since the alien invasion;
Judd Hirsch is still around, ferrying a school
bus of children. And Brent Spiner’s eccentric
Dr. Brakish Okun awakens from a coma
with a bewildering alien-brain connection.
Although the Oval Office is occupied by a
female POTUS (Sela Ward), Bill Pullman’s
former President Whitmore surfaces again,
along with Maika Monroe as his daredevil
daughter. Newbies make up the Earth Space
Defense Team, a group of hotshot fighter pilots that are led by the late Capt. Hiller’s son
(Jessie T. Usher) and his renegade rival (Liam
Hemsworth). Optional, at best. (S. Granger)

The Innocents HHH

Music Box, 115 min., in French
& Polish w/English subtitles,
PG-13, DVD: $29.95, Blu-ray:
$34.95

Director Anne Fontaine’s
st yle sometimes feels a
touch too elegant for this
very dark tale loosely based on an incident
that occurred in 1945 Poland, but the underlying story remains compelling. Mathilde
(Lou de Laâge), a beautiful French Red Cross
nurse, is persuaded by Sister Maria (Agata
Buzek) to help a pregnant member of her
cloistered community who is in the throes
of a painful delivery. Mathilde employs a
C-section to save both mother and child, but
then learns that there are six other pregnant
nuns who were raped by Soviet soldiers when
the latter liberated the area from the Nazis, so
she repeatedly returns to the convent to tend
to them. At the insistence of the stern Mother
Superior (Agata Kulesza), however, Mathilde
must keep everything secret while families are
sought to adopt the children quietly in order
to avoid scandal. Mathilde also prevents another assault on the nuns by a Russian squad
that she frightens away by pretending that the
convent is experiencing a typhoid outbreak.
Despite the glossy artiness of Fontaine’s widescreen images and a misguided attempt to
provide the nurse with a potential romantic
interest, The Innocents is an intense, gripping
film. Recommended. (F. Swietek)

It’s All So Quiet HHH

his bedridden father (Henri Garcin). As the
film’s title suggests, Helmer’s daily routines
are low-key, cleaning up after his cows and
other animals, dressing and undressing his
father, and ducking out of sight when a
dairyman turns up in his truck—repeatedly
dashing the visitor’s hopes of making an
earnest connection. In time, however, the
viewer begins to put together little clues of
who Helmer is, generating sympathy for his
past and the torments of his present mid-life.
Based on a 2006 novel (published as The Twin
in English) by Gerbrand Bakker, filmmaker
Nanouk Leopold’s affecting character study
is recommended. (T. Keogh)

Jason Bourne HH

Universal, 124 min., PG-13,
DVD: $29.98, Blu-ray: $34.99,
Dec. 6

Quick refresher: Jason
Bourne (Matt Damon) is a
rogue CIA agent who suffered from amnesia while
exposing numerous covert conspiracies. Now
he says that he remembers everything: his
real name is David Webb, and he is guilt-ridden over what he did as the government’s
pre-programmed killing machine. After years
of anonymity, brawny Bourne is once again
lured into the open, determined to “learn the
truth” about his deceased dad (Gregg Henry).
Bourne is tipped off by his ex-CIA contact,
tech whiz Nicky Parsons (Julia Stiles), who
filched future black-ops plans, infuriating
new director Robert Dewey (Tommy Lee
Jones), who suspects that Nicky’s public
exposure of top secrets “could be worse than
Snowden.” Ambitious CIA analyst Heather
Lee (Alicia Vikander) is slyly confident that
she can bring Bourne in, while Dewey’s hired
assassin (Vincent Cassel), known as “the asset,” wants him dead—for personal as well as
professional reasons. Adding to the intrigue
is Silicon Valley tycoon Aaron Kalloor (Riz
Ahmed), who duplicitously assures his 1.5
billion users that his Deep Dream social
media platform will not tolerate government
surveillance, noting, “You don’t need to
tell me we live in scary times. I’m Muslim.”
Inspired by Robert Ludlum’s popular novel
series, director Paul Greengrass’s Jason Bourne
sacrifices emotionally engaging character
development in favor of visceral action in
the form of frenzied set-pieces filled with
convoluted foot-and car-chases. Optional.
(S. Granger)

Big World Pictures, 93 min., in
Dutch w/English subtitles, not
rated, DVD: $29.95, Nov. 29

Kill Zone 2 HH1/2

The late Dutch actor Jeroen Willems’s character is
a mystery for most of It’s
All So Quiet, where he plays
a solitary, taciturn farmer named Helmer,
who resists companionship and serves as
caretaker—with no evident warmth—for

A 2015 in-name-only follow-up to the 2005 Hong
Kong actioner Kill Zone,
Pou-Soi Cheang’s Kill Zone
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Well Go USA, 121 min., in
Cantonese, Mandarin & Thai
w/English subtitles, not rated,
DVD: $24.99, Blu-ray: $29.99
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AVAILABLE AT

FINE DISTRIBUTORS
EVERYWHERE

THE APOSTATE

ESTEROS

LEAVING THE CATHOLIC CHURCH...

TOUCHING ARGENTINIAN ROMANCE

24.99

AVAILABLE

$

NOW

AVAILABLE

SRP

NOV 29 th

SRP

(Spanish) A young man finds himself
navigating the baffling bureaucracy of
the Catholic Church when he attempts to
formally renounce his faith, in this gently
absurdist comedy. A coming of age satire
told with a Coen Brothers sensibility.

(Spanish/Portuguese) Matias and
Jeronimo were childhood friends. Before
high school, their friendship takes a
romantic turn, until Matias moves to
Brazil. Years later, Matias returns with his
girlfriend and unexpectedly runs into
Jeronimo, and feelings are reawakened.

LAZY EYE

THE FALLS: COVENANT OF GRACE

HUGE LGBT FILM FESTIVAL HIT!

MORMON LGBT ROMANCE

AVAILABLE

NOV 15

24.

$

th

AVAILABLE

99

DEC 6 th

SRP

24.99

$

SRP

Passions re-ignite and secrets are revealed
when a graphic designer reconnects with
the great, lost love of his life for a weekend
tryst at a house in the desert near Joshua
Tree. From acclaimed director Tim Kirkman
(Loggerheads).

This third and final film of The Falls trilogy
revisits former Mormon missionaries Chris
and RJ. Six years after they first fell in love,
they must decide whether to go their
separate ways or try to build a life together
despite the disapproval of the Church.

CHEMSEX

HARA KIRI

SHOCKING LGBT DOCUMENTARY

YOUTHFUL, EDGY LGBT ROMANCE

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

19.99

$

NOW

NOV 8 th

SRP

Traversing an underworld of intravenous
drug use and weekend-long sex parties,
Chemsex tells the story of several gay
men struggling to make it out of 'the
scene' alive - and one health worker who
has made it his mission to save them.

SINS OF OUR YOUTH

24.99

$

SRP

A love story of two skaters, August and
Beto, and their last day on earth. The two
soul mates make a suicide pact, but not
without one last day of chaos and
goodbyes. A Los Angeles story reminiscent
of Larry Clark ideology.

LUCAS TILL

(‘MacGyver’, X-Men Franchise, upcoming smash Monster Trucks)

FOUR BOYS. ONE NIGHT.
FOUR GUNS. ACCIDENTS HAPPEN.

JOEL COURTNEY

Sins of Our Youth is the story of four teenagers who
accidentally murder a younger boy while shooting
off assault weapons recreationally, and the perilous
decisions they make in the wake of the murder.

AVAILABLE

24.99

$

DEC 6 th $24.99
SRP

(‘The Messengers’, upcoming Sci-Fi Replicate, Super 8)

MITCHEL MUSSO

(‘Phineas and Ferb’, ‘Hannah Montana’)

ALLY SHEEDY

(The Breakfast Club, St. Elmo’s Fire)

For mo re infor m a t i on pl ea s e c o n t a c t R i c h a rd R o s s a t r ro s s @ b g pi cs. co m

V isit u s a t b g p ic s. c o m

2 is a gory yarn featuring cops, martial
arts, and human-body-part trafficking. A
deep-cover policeman (and addict) named Kit
(Jing Wu) who is trying to catch the kingpin
of a Hong Kong drug syndicate winds up
being betrayed and brutally incarcerated in
a Thai prison—which also happens to be the
corrupt warden’s holding pen for unwilling
donors in the organ black market. One guard
needs the cop-prisoner’s rare blood type for
a bone-marrow transplant to save his young
daughter from leukemia; meanwhile, the
aforementioned drug kingpin, who has a
congenital cardiac condition, schemes to
harvest his own unwilling brother’s heart for
himself. The dynamic action sequences—an
airport shootout, prison riot, and an operatic Matrix-esque showdown in a high-tech
hospital—will please genre fans (although
a bit where a guy vice-crushes his hand to
reach through narrow bars for keys is definitely a why-am-I-watching-this? moment).
But the narrative itself is confusing, full of
hostage-takings and sadistic torture. A strong
optional purchase. (C. Cassady)

The Kind Words HHH

Strand, 118 min., in Hebrew &
French w/English subtitles, not
rated, DVD: $27.99, Nov. 1

In writer-director Shemi
Zarhin’s drama, Dorona
(Rotem Zissman-Cohen) is
a tart Israeli wife, bitter after
a miscarriage, who shrugs off her loving but
brood-minded husband. After their free-spirited mother dies, Dorona and her odd-couple
brothers (one gay and secular, the other Orthodox and observant) receive shocking DNA
results proving that the abhorred, estranged
man who they thought was their runaway
father is actually genetically unrelated to
them (viewers have already been tipped off
by a flashback about a forbidden romance
in French-colonized Algeria in the 1960s
between an Arab youth and a Jewish girl).
Now, the siblings turn detective, traveling
to visit tight-mouthed relatives in Marseilles
to find out if they are indeed products of a
secret, long-running Romeo-Juliet relationship—and perhaps are not even pedigreed
Jewish. While the plotline flirts with a Mamma Mia! formula, Zarhin works in a most
un-Hollywood fashion, deliberately denying
his characters firm answers. A well-acted film
about family identity, this is recommended.
(C. Cassady)

King Jack H1/2

Well Go USA, 81 min., not
rated, DVD: $24.99

Wr iter- d irec tor Feli x
Thompson’s largely unlikable drama stars Charlie
Plummer as Jack, a clueless
young teen living in a harsh
family environment with an overwhelmed
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and emotionally remote mom (Erin Davie),
a ne’er-do-well older brother (Christian Madsen) and—temporarily—a younger cousin
named Ben (Cory Nichols), whose distant
mother suffers from mental illness. The
larger community in which Jack is immersed
is also a snake pit of adolescent cruelty, bullying, and shaming, where a desperate Jack
resorts to sexting photos of his genitals to a
girl in order to get her attention. Roaming
through life without meaningful purpose,
Jack is caught up in a cycle of escalating violence with the bigger, older Shane (Danny
Flaherty), who repays each of Jack’s salvos
with far worse brutality. Things come to a
head when the smaller, younger, and very
vulnerable Ben comes into Shane’s crosshairs,
and the self-involved Jack does little to protect him. Although that crisis is eventually
sorted out in an admirable act of self-sacrifice,
getting there is an insufferably mundane
slog through dull-witted kid rituals of Truth
or Dare and dialogue straight out of teenage
wasteland. Not recommended. (T. Keogh)

Kingsglaive: Final
Fantasy XV H1/2

Sony, 116 min., PG-13, DVD:
$25.99, Blu-ray: $26.99

W h i le t h is elaborate
combination of CGI animation and motion-capture
technology may satisfy fans
of the long-running Final Fantasy video
game franchise, it is likely to baffle and
bore virtually everyone else. On some alternate-Earth-like planet, a brutally imperialist
empire is threatening the peaceful realm of
Lucis Caelum and its capital of Insomnia,
which are protected by magical defenses
derived from a mystical crystal and a ring
worn by its ruler (voiced by Sean Bean), as
well as by a band of royal warriors called the
kingsglaive. Unhappily, the tide of battle is
turning in the empire’s favor, and so the
king feels compelled to accept an offer of
peace that involves turning over much of
his territory but still retaining control of
the capital. The king will also have to agree
to the marriage of his son to the princess
of Tenebrae, a land fallen to the empire.
Naturally, the imperial offer of peace is a
ruse designed to steal the kingdom’s magic
crystal, and a heroic defense is mounted by
one of the kingsglaive, whose efforts are
undermined by dissension within the ranks
and a civilian resistance movement. Numerous battles ensue, some involving gigantic
demons, as well as a bewildering variety of
betrayals, twists, and sudden reversals. Also
featuring the voices of Aaron Paul and Lena
Headey in this version, filmmaker Takeshi
Nozue’s Kingsglaive suffers from a plot that is
an absolute muddle, drawing from Wagner,
Star Wars and The Lord of the Rings. Made
for the Japanese market but dubbed into
English, this is only for the initiated on both
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sides of the Pacific. Not a necessary purchase.
(F. Swietek)

L’Attesa HHH

Oscilloscope, 110 min., in
French & Italian w/English
subtitles, not rated, DVD:
$34.99

Filmmaker Piero Messina’s L’Attesa (“The Wait”)
opens with a funeral where
mourners pay their respects
in a shadowy church as tears run down the
face of Anna (Juliette Binoche), a heartbroken mother. Afterward, Anna drifts about
her under-lit mansion in a daze until Jeanne
(Lou de Laâge) arrives to visit Anne’s son, Giuseppe, unaware that the latter died while she
was traveling from France. Instead of telling
the truth, Anna says that her own brother
has died, which doesn’t explain Giuseppe’s
absence, but Jeanne assumes that there is a
connection. Anna’s handyman, Pietro (Giorgio Colengelo), sees what’s going on, but
decides not to interfere. Anna uses the ruse
to spend time with Jeanne, who introduces
Anna to a side of her son that she never knew.
Anna also listens to the messages that Jeanne
leaves on Giuseppe’s cell phone, which certainly violates Jeanne’s privacy, but also helps
Anna understand what the two meant to each
other. When Jeanne meets two young men
while swimming at the lake, it complicates
matters further, while Anna’s next move
proves the depth of her desperation to cling
to the past. An impressive character study,
this is recommended. (K. Fennessy)

Lamb HHH1/2

Kimstim, 94 min., in Amharic
w/English subtitles, not rated,
DVD: $29.99

After his mother dies,
you ng E ph r a i m ( Re d iate Amare) and his best
f r ie nd — a la mb na me d
Chuni—travel to a distant village in his native Ethiopia to live with a great-aunt and her
monstrous son, Solomon (Surafel Teka), while
Ephraim’s loving father goes off in search of
city work. A natural chef, Ephraim pitches in,
making food for the family during a terrible
period of drought. But Solomon deems this
unmanly and looks upon Chuni as a meal
waiting to happen. Faced with unhappiness
and loneliness (other boys bully him, and his
only human friend is a headstrong cousin
more interested in education than a husband), Ephraim sells food on the sly to raise
funds for a bus ticket out of town. He also
finds a way to shelter Chuni (earning him a
flogging from an enraged Solomon), but all
his efforts and plans amount to building a
castle of sand given the overwhelming circumstances. Amare is wonderful as the stoic
yet transparently miserable Ephraim, seeking
solace high up in the hills where his mother
comes to him in dreams. Co-writer/ director
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Yared Zeleke’s Lamb is a visually rich movie
that captures the social fabric of familial and
village life in Ethiopia, while also subtly suggesting that Ephraim—although burdened
and sympathetic—just might be missing out
on something by not participating. Highly
recommended. (T. Keogh)

Last Days in the Desert
HHH

Broad Green, 100 min., PG-13,
DVD: $26.99

Filmma ker Rod r igo
García (son of the late Nobel Prize-winning author
Gabriel García Marquez)
imagines the 40 days that Jesus spent praying and fasting in the desert in this intimate
drama. Ewan McGregor stars as both Yeshua
(the Hebrew name for Jesus) and the Devil,
the latter appearing in the guise of Christ like
a taunting dark mirror, baiting and debating
Yeshua over beliefs, ideals, and the failures of
humanity. As Yeshua walks the desert (with
the Colorado Desert standing in for the Holy
Land) seeking guidance, he comes upon a
family—an aged stonemason father (Ciarán
Hinds), his dying younger wife (Ayelet Zurer),
and a teenage son (Tye Sheridan) who wants
to leave the desert and find a life in Jerusalem—and attempts to help them. Last Days
in the Desert features plainspoken yet also eloquent dialogue within a story that plays like
an enigmatic parable with no easy answers to
Yeshua’s questions. The striking imagery from
multiple Oscar-winning cinematographer
Emmanuel Lubezki (The Revenant) finds stark
beauty in the inhospitable landscape, and
McGregor delivers a tender performance as
a very human Christ who finds wonder in
the world and beauty in humanity, but also
acknowledges the mortality of man. While
not based on a story from the Bible, the film
does respectfully explore faith, family, and
compassion. Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Les Cowboys HHH

Cohen, 105 min., in French,
English, Arabic, Flemish &
Pashto w/English subtitles, R,
DVD: $19.99, Blu-ray: $25.99

John Ford’s 1956 classic The Searchers receives a
modern updating in the first
half of Thomas Bidegain’s intriguing drama,
as a father obsessed with tracking down his
daughter—who went off with her Muslim
boyfriend—compels his son to join him in
his mission. The title comes from the fact
that Alain (François Damiens) is a devotee
of Western-themed fairs, which is where his
teenaged daughter Kelly suddenly disappears
in 1995. Although the girl sends him a letter
asking that he not look for her, Alain is undeterred, spending years in following up every
lead, and forcing his son Georges (Finnegan
Oldfield) to accompany him (until the young
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man finally refuses). After 9/11, however,
Georges takes up his father’s mission, and
the second half of the film follows him to
Afghanistan, where he links up with an American mercenary (John C. Reilly) in hopes of
locating Kelly’s boyfriend. Georges’s search
ultimately leads him to Shazhana (Ellora Torchia), a lovely young Pakistani woman, and
the discovery of what happened to his sister.
Along the way, Bidegain includes numerous
touches that link his film to Ford’s, while also
serving up a parable about combating hatred
and prejudice. Recommended. (F. Swietek)

Life, Animated HHH
Sony, 92 min., PG, DVD:
$19.99

Warmhearted but not
mawkish, Roger Ross Williams’s documentary profile
tells the remarkable story of
Owen Suskind, an autistic
boy who is brought back into communication with the world through his connection
with animated Disney movies. Inspired by
the titular 2014 book by Owen’s father, Ron
Suskind, Life, Animated details how Owen was
a normally active kid until he reached the age
of three, when his personality changed radically, leading to deterioration in his ability to
speak and walk, and ultimately a diagnosis of
pervasive developmental disorder. The prognosis was not good: Owen might never be able
to say anything but gibberish, and it was unlikely that he could ever live on his own. But
one thing held the boy’s attention—Disney
animated movies—and suddenly he repeated
a line of dialogue. Owen began to express
himself through the words of characters he
had come to identify with, revealing how he
perceived his relationship to the world, and
eventually Ron and his wife discovered an
educational environment in which he could
flourish. The film builds up to Owen making
a move into his own apartment and struggling
to come to terms with both a limited degree
of independence and life’s inevitable disappointments (including a breakup with his
girlfriend). But there are also triumphs (such
as an invitation to talk at a conference on autism) in this singular story of one young man
who found his way back, by unusual means,
to a world from which he had been closed off,
aided by a family who unstintingly supported
him. Recommended. (F. Swietek)

Ma ma HH

Oscilloscope, 111 min., in
Spanish w/English subtitles, R,
DVD: $34.99, Blu-ray: $39.99

Penélope Cruz’s decision
to produce—as well as star
in—Julio Medem’s would-be
tearjerker is entirely understandable, since it gives her the chance to play
a positively saintly woman. Magda’s (Cruz)
husband has left her for a younger woman,
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and she is now mostly solo raising her adorable, soccer-loving son Dani (Teo Planell).
Adding to her domestic difficulties, Magda
is diagnosed with advanced breast cancer.
Magda encounters kindly Arturo (Luis Tosar),
a soccer scout whose wife and daughter are
subsequently killed in a car crash, after which
she comforts him, and romance blossoms.
Soon, Magda is pregnant, and becomes determined to stay alive until she can deliver
the baby. Medem’s melodramatic flourishes
here lack conviction, including a gynecologist
who sings love songs to his patients. Cruz, of
course, is a luminous presence, while young
Planell is solid as the boy who must grow up
all too quickly (Tosar, on the other hand,
is wasted in a part that requires him to do
little but look endlessly sympathetic). Sappy
rather than touching, this is optional, at best.
(F. Swietek)

The Measure of a Man
HHH

Kino Lorber, 91 min., in French
w/English subtitles, not rated,
DVD: $29.99, Blu-ray: $34.99

If this were an American
film, focusing as it does on
a hard-luck working-class
protagonist toiling as a department store
security guard, it would likely be a silly slapstick comedy starring Kevin James. But this
quietly simmering French indie feature treats
its working-class milieu not as figures of fun
but as sentient multi-dimensional human
beings. Director Stéphane Brizé squeezes
optimum pathos from a simple premise: fifty-something Thierry (Vincent Lindon) has
just been laid off from his machinist job and
he quickly becomes caught in the grinding
gears of not just the French welfare system but
also an economy in transition, where manufacturing jobs are giving way to temp and
part-time service sector work. World-weary
family man Thierry is put through the ringer
of training for jobs he has no aptitude for, but
finally lands a low-level gig as a rent-a-cop,
who is required to not only catch shoplifters
but also help monitor fellow store employees.
Although he initially seems meekly content in
his new security position, Thierry’s mettle is
tested when the petty store authorities make
him take part in ruining the lives of a few
store clerks for little more than nicking a few
discount coupons while on the job. A timely
drama, this is recommended. (M. Sandlin)

Meet the Guilbys HHH
First Run, 80 min., in French
w/English subtitles, not rated,
DVD: $19.95

There are refurbished
families, and then there
are dysfunctional families.
In this enjoyable French
comedy, the Guilbys are both. Claire (Isabelle
Carré) and Maurice (Stéphane De Groodt),
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once married to others, are now hitched to
one another in Paris. Claire’s kids are the
teenage Alexandre (Solal Forte) and young
Prune (Aminthe Audiard), while Maurice has
an adolescent girl named Lucie (Joséphine
Japy). Twin crises hit the Guilbys when college professor Maurice is told that he is being
transferred to another school in a small town,
and Claire receives word that her father has
died. Maurice sits on his news, even though
it causes him visible anxiety, but in any case
Claire’s loss requires everyone to pile into the
family van and head toward her dad’s funeral
in a distant village. As road-trip movies go,
this one is typical but nonetheless entertaining: Prune shoplifts a stuffed cow toy from
a convenience store (the cow has symbolic
meaning for her); Alexandre sexually pines
for Lucie, who carries a chip on her shoulder
about her parents’ divorce; Maurice is too
distracted to make love to the bereaved Claire;
and the latter’s brother, Marc (Alex Lutz),
wears a perpetual dark cloud and is unforgiving of his late father’s mistakes. All this bumpiness is played for laughs but has a sorrowful
side as well. Filmmakers Arthur Delaire and
Quentin Reynaud handle the grace moments
and the near-slapstick sequences with equal
expertise. Recommended. (T. Keogh)

The Moving Creatures H
Kino Lorber, 97 min., in
Portuguese w/English subtitles,
not rated, DVD: $29.99

This odd triptych of vignettes about Brazilian parents and tragic circumstances affecting their children
begins with the tale of a busy working mother
(Cida Moreira) whose college-age son is about
to forgo her many morning indulgences now
that he will have a school routine. When he
falls out of bed and gets ready for the first day
of a new quarter, police show up at the door
in search of something, delivering a shock to
Maria that is likely to fundamentally alter her
conception of her son. In the second story, a
sound engineer (Rômulo Braga) at a studio
becomes distractible, even stumbling into a
recording session by a wind ensemble and
interrupting them. When he later joins his
depressed wife (Andrea Marquee), it becomes
clear that a tragedy has beset them as parents.
Finally, a middle-aged couple (Henrique
Schafer and Fernanda Vianna) meet up at
a restaurant for a tearful reunion with the
16-year-old boy who was stolen from them
in a maternity ward. While these situations
all initially hold narrative promise, they don’t
pan out, and director Caetano Gotardo makes
the very strange and disconcerting choice
to cap all of the stories with the respective
mothers singing songs that analyze what
has happened to them and their children.
A cinematic misfire (with a meaningless
title) that taxes the viewer’s patience with
lengthy shots in which nothing happens
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and no stylistic resonance builds, this is not
recommended. (T. Keogh)

My Big Night HH

Breaking Glass, 100 min., in
Spanish w/English subtitles, not
rated, DVD: $24.99

A frantic comedy with
an ensemble cast and a late
in coming payoff, Spain’s
My Big Night is a glossy but
somewhat tedious tale, as countless agendas
and plots clash during the endless taping of
a televised New Year’s Eve celebration. The
wild action starts when a camera crane in
a TV studio crashes down on the head of
an extra seated at a table among other formally-dressed actors. Tragic? Yes, but to the
variety show’s producers that death is just
another blip in an aggravating production.
More madness follows: the program’s hosts
are at each other’s throats; aging superstar
crooner Alphonso (Raphael) is threatened
by the presence of hunky younger singer
Adán (Mario Casas) and is also the unknowing target of an assassination plot; the dead
extra’s replacement, a rotund man falling for
the crazy actress beside him, is also being
humiliated by his mother; protestors outside
have tipped over the mobile editing room;
and so on. Director Álex de la Iglesia keeps
all of these balls in the air with a sustained
comic pitch, but the pace and energy are
wearing until the big laughs arrive at the end.
Optional. (T. Keogh)

Neon Bull HH1/2

Kino Lorber, 103 min., in
Portuguese w/English subtitles,
not rated, DVD: $29.99, Bluray: $34.99

Hip Brazilian director
Gabriel Mascaro turns in
a neorealist feast for the
eyes here that unfortunately
comes at the expense of story and plot. Neon
Bull immerses the viewer in the dusty, dirty
world of Brazilian rodeo, capturing the sport’s
visual essence as well as anyone could hope
for, but the finely wrought images and scenes
don’t add up to much beyond a few striking
moments, such as when an exotic dancer does
a slow, oddly discomforting routine bathed
in red light while wearing an equine mask.
Later, viewers are treated to a for-the-hell-of-it
shock-value scene featuring a couple of burglars masturbating a prize horse, presumably
to make off with some of its valuable semen.
The de facto “star” of the film is a junior
cowhand named Iremar (Juliano Cazarré),
who qualifies as the only two-dimensional
character in the film: he’s a tough-guy rodeo
worker by day, but in his off hours he pursues
an avocation in fashion design and visual art.
Mascaro’s hyper-real onscreen rendering of a
dying Brazilian tradition is a visually effective
but not completely satisfying cinematic expe-
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rience. Even with a warning for the graphic
sexuality (human and animal), this is still a
strong optional purchase. (M. Sandlin)

Nine Lives H1/2

Fox, 87 min., PG, DVD:
$29.98, Blu-ray/DVD Combo:
$39.99, Nov. 1

Kevin Spacey stars in Barry Sonnenfeld’s cinematic
hairball, a supposed family
film in which Spacey plays
Tom Brand, a Donald Trump-style New York
real estate billionaire whose consciousness is
somehow implanted during a freak accident
into a cat named Mr. Fuzzypants, which
Brand purchased for his young daughter at a
magical pet shop run by an oddball named
Perkins (Christopher Walken). Brand, a
hard-driving wheeler-dealer who is so intent
on ensuring that the Manhattan tower he is
building will be the nation’s tallest that he
neglects both his daughter (Malina Weissman) and his wife (Jennifer Garner), must
use his feline form to defeat the efforts of
his slimy assistant to take the family-owned
business public while Brand’s human body
lies comatose in the hospital. Along the way,
Brand comes to appreciate the loyalty of
David (Robbie Amell), a son from a former
marriage whom he treated with disdain.
Nine Lives primarily consists of cat slapstick
(a combination of real footage and obvious
CGI work) as Brand tries to acclimate while
learning to make sacrifices for his family—
something that Perkins explains is necessary
if Brand is to return to human form. Not
recommended. (F. Swietek)

No Men Beyond This
Point HH1/2

Sony, 80 min., not rated, DVD:
$19.99

Mark Sawers’s faux documentary imagines an alternate history world in which
women hold all the cards.
Sawers interweaves modern-day interviews
and charts, graphs, animated segments, and
archival footage (both fabricated and real).
Andrew (Patrick Gilmore), the primary subject, serves as a housekeeper for a married
couple, Terra (Tara Pratt) and Iris (Kristine
Cofsky), who have six children. Heterosexual
unions appear to be a thing of the past, and at
37, Andrew is the youngest man in the world,
literally part of a dying breed. The shift from
patriarchy to matriarchy began in the 1950s
when virgin births increased in frequency.
Academics, such as Ajala Bhatt (Rekha Sharma) from Oxford University and Gordin
Trescott (Ken Kramer) from the University of
Toronto, weigh in on the phenomenon. Says
Trescott, “Nobody likes being told they’re
becoming obsolete,” but most virgin births or
parthenogenesis resulted in female children.
Over the years, some men moved to camps
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and settlements, while others joined the
Men’s Liberation Organization. With women
in charge, peace reigns throughout the land,
but no Internet exists. Electric cars are the
norm, but there isn’t any space program. In
some ways, the film battles stereotypes about
women, but in other ways reinforces them.
When Andrew steps out of the bounds in
which men must operate, he winds up losing
his job and he moves to a sanctuary, but his
inability to live by its rules changes the course
of history. No knee-slapping comedy, No Men
Beyond This Point often feels more uncomfortably plausible than amusingly improbable. A
strong optional purchase. (K. Fennessy)

Observance HH

Artsploitation, 83 min., not
rated, DVD: $24.99, Blu-ray:
$29.99

Au st ra l ia n f i l m ma ker Joseph Sims-Dennett’s
shocker bears a passing resemblance to Francis Ford
Coppola’s The Conversation, but put through
a filter of hallucinatory horror that is closer
in spirit to Roman Polanski’s abnormal-psych
thrillers. In an unspecified city, private investigator Parker (Lindsay Farris)—deep in
debt and grieving over the loss of his young
son—takes a big-money assignment monitoring a young woman who is on extended
leave from a biotech firm. Parker occupies
a deserted apartment building across from
her window where he feels distressed and
powerless to see her seemingly at the mercy
of an obsessed suitor. Amidst clues and red
herrings of powerful family conspiracies and
past murder, the anti-hero’s own obsessions
begin to overwhelm him, with visions of
death, mutilation, disease, and contamination. Many grotesque visuals are presented
with gruesome effectiveness in what is still
obviously a lower budget film, but in the end
Observance is more baffling than coherent.
Optional. (C. Cassady)

more emotional and voluble of the two).
To do this, Kral adopts an unconventional
approach: Copes and Nieves frequently pour
out their recollections to young dancers
who also play them in glossy recreations of
scenes from their past, including their dance
routines (although archival footage of their
signature “double gaucho” on a small table is
also included). The mixture of reality and illusion makes for an engaging brew in this tale
of two very different personalities—Copes is
stern, unflappable, and still dancing, while
Nieves is long-retired and seems high-strung,
although she is lured back on stage for a final
appearance with Copes. The heat between
the pair is entirely appropriate for a film that
celebrates two great practitioners of a dance
that is so expressive of passion. Recommended. (F. Swietek)

Outlaws and Angels H1/2
Entertainment One, 119 min.,
R, DVD: $24.99

JT Mollner’s debut feature is a late 19th-century home-invasion story in
which a remote ranch in
New Mexico is taken over
by a trio of bank robbers—laconic boss Henry
(mumbling Chad Michael Murray), sniveling
weasel Charlie (Nathan Russell), and buffoon-

Papa: Hemingway in Cuba H1/2
Fox, 110 min., R, DVD: $22.98

Papa: Hemingway in Cuba bears the distinction of being the first Hollywood movie
filmed in Ernest Hemingway’s beloved Cuba
since the 1959 revolution. Based on a true
story, the film is about a friendship that

NEW ON DVD FROM

“ONE OF THE GREAT RECENT FILMS BY A WOMAN ABOUT WOMEN...
casts Vitkova to the forefront of contemporary filmmakers.”
-Richard Brody, The New Yorker

“Clearly announces the arrival of a major new filmmaking talent.”
-Bilge Ebiri, The Village Voice

Our Last Tango HHH

NOW AVAILABLE!
BigWorldpictures.org

Strand, 85 min., in Spanish w/
English subtitles, not rated,
DVD: $27.99

Juan Carlos Copes and
María Nieves Rego were
the Fred Astaire and Ginger
Rogers of tango. Instrumental in the creation of the modern tango in
Buenos Aires, the pair took tango around
the world, and even to Broadway with 1985’s
Tango Argentino. Filmmaker German Kral’s
documentary looks at their conjoined lives
and careers—a complicated business, which
found them still performing together years
after they divorced and barely spoke to one
another (and Copes married again). Our Last
Tango gives both octogenarians the opportunity to tell their story from very different
points of view (although Nieves is by far the
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ish Little Joe (Keith Loneker). The ranch is
home to a strange family: alcoholic father
George (Ben Browder), his Bible-thumping
wife Ada (Teri Polo), and their two daughters—Charlotte (Madisen Beaty) and Florence
(Francesca Eastwood). The girls clearly despise
one another, a feeling that is exacerbated
by the fact that their father does not always
treat them with paternal devotion, and their
mother looks the other way. What follows is a
painfully protracted game of cat-and-mouse,
with the outlaws toying mercilessly with
their captives. But loyalties shift as Henry
and young Florence lock eyes (and more),
and Florence morphs literally overnight into
a gunslinger aiming to bloodily punish her
family for their transgressions. Meanwhile,
bounty hunter Josiah (a nearly comatose Luke
Wilson) is periodically seen pressing on after
the crooks and pausing to deliver voiceover
monologues. Lugubrious, talky, unrelievedly
nasty, and absurdly pretentious, Outlaws and
Angels is not recommended. (F. Swietek)
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“A delightful
gem of A film.”

"An art film in the best sense of the word…While It’s All So Quiet
eschews the victimization melodrama of so many American films
about gay men, it is still a reminder that being closeted is not
necessarily a choice but a survival strategy."

—Richard Peña,
Director Emeritus,
New York
Film Festival

–Louis Proyect, The Unrepentant Marxist

COMING NOV. 29!
NOW AVAILABLE!

A fILM By
NANOuk LEOpOLd
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develops after Ed Myers
(Giovanni Ribisi), a young,
idealistic Miami Herald reporter, writes a fan letter
to Hemingway in the late
1950s. “I got your letter,”
Hemingway gruffly replies
by phone, adding, “Good
letter. You like to fish?”
When Myers arrives at Finca Vigia, the
hacienda just outside of Havana belonging
to “Papa” Hemingway (Adrien Sparks) and
his fourth wife, Mary (Joely Richardson),
he discovers that they enjoy nude swimming. Bar-hopping around the island,
Myers learns about life, love, literature,
and brewing political unrest, as Castro-led
rebels battle government forces while Papa
is suspected of gunrunning. Written by
the late Denne Bart Petitclerc (the real
“Myers”), the film is exposition-heavy and
unconvincingly directed by Bob Yari, who
photographs Finca Vigia (now a museum),
along with other authentic Cuban haunts,
including Hemingway’s fishing boat, the
Pilar. Sparks resembles Hemingway, but
is never convincing as the charismatic, if
also quixotic, adventurer given to reckless
exploits. And while Richardson does a
wicked Marlene Dietrich imitation, she’s
not believable as Mary, either. At least Ribisi
is solid as the journalist who grows increasingly disillusioned with Hemingway’s depression, drunken rages, self-loathing, and
abusive behavior. Not a necessary purchase.
(S. Granger)

Papirosen HH

Film Movement, 74 min., in
Spanish w/English subtitles,
DVD: $24.95

Argentinean filmmaker
Gastón Solnicki turns the
camera on his own kin,
supplemented by old home
movies and video clips, to
offer a portrait of a family descended from
Jewish refugees who fled the Nazi Holocaust
and eventually took up residence in South
America. Today, the family is dealing with
health issues, some marital and financial
problems, and the aftermath of a suicide.
Although the narrative finally comes full circle, beginning and ending on a family skiing
trip, most of the material here seems random,
including a birthday party, a traditional
Jewish celebration (seemingly not enjoyed
by everyone), and a return visit to Europe. In
addition to continuity issues (where are we?
what are we seeing?), the subtitles are often
hard to read. Unfortunately, the material
simply isn’t compelling enough, and the
viewer is left stranded, waiting for insights
that never arrive. The film’s title comes from
a traditional Jewish song, although its importance seems random and unclear. Not a
necessary purchase. (S. Rees)
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Parched HHH

Wolfe, 116 min., in Hindi w/
English subtitles, not rated,
DVD: $24.95

Filmmaker Leena Yadav’s
well-acted melodrama centers on Indian women who
are outcasts of a kind (two
live in a town so remote that no one has a
TV). Rani (Tannistha Chatterjee), a widow,
has arranged for her 17-year-old son, Gulab
(Riddhi Sen), to marry Janaki (Lehar Khan),
a 15-year-old from a neighboring town.
Although Rani liked to read as a child, her
studious days ended when she got married.
She and her best friend, Lajjo (Radhika Apte),
do sewing work for Kishan (Sumeet Vyas),
whose wife has a college education, causing
the townspeople to view her with suspicion.
When Janaki fails to live up to Gulab’s expectations, he turns to alcohol and prostitutes.
Lajjo’s life is no better: her husband beats her
because she hasn’t been able to bear children.
When Rani’s girlhood friend, Bijli (Surveen
Chawla), an exotic dancer, comes to town,
the women finally have a worldly friend with
whom they can talk freely. Bijli recommends a
unique way that Lajjo can determine whether
she’s really infertile, or whether the problem lies with her husband. While the fight
against an oppressive patriarchy sometimes
feels more like wish fulfillment than real
life, any happy endings are certainly earned,
and Oscar-winning Titanic cinematographer
Russell Carpenter’s camerawork finds the
beauty in the surroundings. Recommended.
(K. Fennessy)

Paths of the Soul: A
Journey Into Humanity
and Faith HHH

Icarus, 115 min., in Tibetan
w/English subtitles, not rated,
DVD: $29.99

Te c h n i c a l l y, Z h a n g
Yang’s film is a road movie,
but a most unusual one in that it follows a
group of devout peasants who are making a
pilgrimage by foot from their Tibetan village
to the holy city of Lhasa to visit a famous
Buddhist temple and a nearby sacred mountain. The journey covers more than 1,000
miles, and the pilgrims must not only walk
along the busy mountain roads, with their
meager provisions in a tractor-hauled cart,
but they must also “kowtow” along the way,
falling face-down to the earth after every few
paces, while wearing a traditional apron and
wooden “gloves” (also clapped in conjunction
with their prayers), the latter protecting their
palms as they land. This odyssey is punctuated by episodes that are dramatic, albeit played
in an extremely low-key fashion: the pilgrims
pause at a rural clinic where a pregnant woman among them gives birth before taking up
their mission again, and when they run out
of money just short of their goal, they end up
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taking temporary jobs to raise needed funds.
Paths of the Soul is a beautifully photographed
and surprisingly moving film that blurs
the line between documentary and fiction,
using a script by Zhang that is based on actual pilgrimage stories and acted by a cast of
non-professionals. Recommended. (F. Swietek)

Pelé: Birth of a Legend
HHH
MPI, 107 min., PG, DVD:
$24.98

Charting the rise of the
renowned soccer player,
this biographical feature
from documentarians Jeffrey and Michael Zimbalist offers a charming
portrait of the athlete’s life leading up to his
crowning moment at the 1958 World Cup.
The son of an impoverished family living
in a Brazil dispirited by a recent loss at the
1950 tournament, the young Pelé (Leonardo
Lima Carvalho) aspires to one day move on
from impromptu street games played with
his friends to win back the lost glory of his
country and his father (Seu Jorge), a former
footballer resigned to working as a janitor
following a debilitating injury. Though his
poverty and “primitive” African-influenced
ginga style of play mark him as a constant outsider, an older Pelé (Kevin de Paula) stays true
to himself, motivated by his family, coaches,
and faithful teammates. If the Zimbalists’ film
adheres closely to the standard formula of the
“sports drama”—underdog overcomes incredible odds, old enemies become new friends,
a sweeping and surprising victory caps it all
off—it’s also always apparent that they have
great affection for their subject. Pelé moves at
a spritely pace, accented by stirring Brazilian
music, with some of the best scenes occurring
between Jorge and Carvalho as father trains
son with the help of some mangoes. Recommended. (J. Cruz)

Presenting Princess
Shaw HHH

Magnolia, 83 min., not rated,
DVD: $26.99

Documentary filmmaker
Ido Haar was making a new
film about Israeli musician
and video mash-up artist
Ophir Kutiel—better known as Kutiman,
whose work has been featured at the Guggenheim Museum—when inspiration struck.
Kutiman combs through YouTube postings by
amateur musicians who play all manner of
instruments. Ignoring intellectual property
issues, Kutiman slices and dices those recordings to extract notes or phrases that he likes,
fashioning them into a new musical mosaic
that typically sounds pretty tune-worthy.
Haar was there with his camera when Kutiman, who lives in Tel Aviv, was watching
posts on the YouTube channel of a late-30s
unknown singer-songwriter from New Orle-
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ans named Samantha Montgomery, who
goes by the stage name Princess Shaw. Shaw
frequently records herself singing a cappella, and Kutiman builds an arrangement
around one of her performances, drawing
snippets of instrumentation from unrelated
posts and also recording himself and other
musicians in a studio. Shaw knows nothing
about this when Haar seeks her out to ask if
he can follow her around a while, ostensibly
filming for a bogus project. It soon becomes
clear how hard Shaw’s life is: working in a
home for the elderly, Shaw is unable to pay
her power bill, she is victimized by crime,
she’s barely getting anywhere as a wannabe
entertainer (a scene where an audition for
TV’s The Voice falls through is heartbreaking), and is haunted by memories of a
difficult childhood. Haar is there to catch
Shaw’s stunned amazement and tears when
Kutiman posts his big-canvas version of one
of her earlier songs. Presenting Princess Shaw
definitely has overtones of dream-cometrue sentimentality, but the sight of two
strangers from completely different worlds
brought together to make music is irresistible. Recommended. (T. Keogh)

Raiders! The Story of the
Greatest Fan Film Ever
Made HHH

Cohen, 93 min., in Icelandic
w/English subtitles, R, DVD:
$30.99, Blu-ray: $34.99

A lt hough bi l led as a
deadpan “comedy,” few
will find much that is funny about Icelandic filmmaker Grímur Hákonarson’s well-made, doleful Rams (Iceland’s
entry for the 2015 Academy Awards), a tale
drawn from the director’s own family’s
sheep-farming background. In a remote
village at the foot of the mountains, long-estranged older bachelor brothers Gummi and
Kiddi raise sheep, with the irascible Kiddi’s
usually taking top prizes at the miniscule
agriculture contests. Gummi, however,
alerts authorities when he discovers that
Kiddi’s ram has a highly contagious mad
cow-type disease—an act that brings an
extermination team in to eradicate every
sheep in the valley, which includes the
family herd that the squabbling men have
maintained for decades. A film about a dying way of life as seen through the conflict
of two siblings, the offbeat Rams is recommended. (C. Cassady)

The Royal Road HH1/2
Wolfe, 65 min., not rated,
DVD: $24.95

Drafthouse, 93 min., not rated,
Blu-ray/DVD Combo: $34.99

In 1982, three 12-yearold boys began a shot-forshot remake of Raiders of the Lost Ark with
a borrowed VHS camcorder in their small
Mississippi town. The trio completed the
film seven years later, by which time they
weren’t even speaking to each other, and
this homemade effort would have surely disappeared if not for a bootleg copy that made
its way to filmmaker Eli Roth, who shared it
at a film festival. Although it can’t be shown
commercially, the film has been screened
in special one-off showings around the
country. Directed by Jeremy Coon and Tim
Skousen, this documentary inspired by Alan
Eisenstock’s titular 2012 book will be the
closest most people get to that astounding
DIY project. Raiders! features new interviews
with the now-grown collaborators (and
friends and schoolmates they drafted into
the project), contemporary footage of the
three friends reuniting to finally shoot the
last scene (using funds raised on Kickstarter),
and a wealth of clips from the original production (including outtakes that not only
reveal the spirit of the endeavor but also
the potentially life-threatening situations
that the boys put themselves through to
get shots). Raiders! tells a terrific story while
also presenting a portrait of growing up in
the ‘80s, capturing youthful ingenuity and
passion along with the ways in which popular culture interacts with our dreams and
lives. Recommended. (S. Axmaker)
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Jenni Olson’s cinematic
essay addresses many subjects that are sewn together
into an unwieldy whole.
On the one hand, The Royal
Road offers an impressionistic portrait of the
present-day California portion of El Camino
Real, which once connected Spanish missions
in Mexico with those in the north. The film
also includes a historical sketch of the region’s
colonial past, with special emphasis on the
life of Franciscan Friar Junipero Serra, who is
lionized as a saintly missionary by some but
seen by others as a symbol of brutal Spanish
imperialism. Most importantly, however,
Olson’s documentary represents a reflection
on her own life, focusing on love, particularly
a journey she undertook from San Francisco
to Los Angeles to see a woman named Juliet,
the most recent “crazy girl” for whom she had
fallen. Olson interprets much of her life in
terms of the classic films she adores, the most
notable being Alfred Hitchcock’s Vertigo, set
in the same area and also revolving around
the theme of obsessive, doomed love. Striking
images and affecting moments are scattered
throughout, but the various narrative strands
never completely cohere, and the film is
weighed down by Olson’s monotone commentary. Ultimately, The Royal Road may act
as emotional catharsis for the filmmaker, but
viewers are likely to find it more self-indulgent
than illuminating. Still, there is enough of
interest here to make this a strong optional
purchase. (F. Swietek)
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Sausage Party HH

Sony, 89 min., R, DVD: $26.99,
Blu-ray: $34.99, Nov. 8

This surreal, scatological,
sexually-explicit animated
parable revolves around
Frank (voiced by Seth Rogen), a packaged sausage who,
along with his hot dog bun girlfriend, Brenda
(Kristen Wiig), is eagerly anticipating being
purchased and going to the Great Beyond.
Problem is: when a returned jar of Honey
Mustard (Danny McBride) reveals what’s
really in store for these consumer goods beyond the Shopwell grocery store, Frank and
his friends are determined to spread the word
and save themselves from being gobbled up.
Riffing off Pixar’s Toy Story concept, Sausage
Party embarks on a religious-beliefs vs. scientific-thought quest by sentient foodstuffs as
they try to comprehend their ultimate fate
and ascertain their place in the universe.
Tucked into the shamelessly pun-filled sociopolitical narrative, there are ethnic rivalries,
epitomized by Sammy the quarrelsome Jewish
Bagel (Edward Norton, channeling Woody Allen) and the Middle Eastern flatbread Lavash
(David Krumholtz). Also featuring the voices
of Jonah Hill, Michael Cera, Bill Hader, and
Salma Hayek (as a Sapphic taco shell attracted
to Brenda), co-directors Conrad Vernon and
Greg Tiernan’s adult-aimed animated film is
hit and miss. Optional. (S. Granger)

Sea Fog HHH

Film Movement, 111 min., in
Korean w/English subtitles, not
rated, DVD: $24.99

Suspense takes to the
high seas in this strong
South Korean effort lightly
based on true events that
took place southwest of Yeosu in October
2001. Captain Kang Chul-joo (Kim Yoonseok) is down on his luck in more ways than
one: his decrepit trawler is one voyage away
from combusting, the meager catches he
brings in are hardly enough to keep him
and his crew financially afloat, and his own
wife openly has sex with other men to greet
him on his return to shore. When a sketchy
contact taps Kang to smuggle a horde of Korean immigrants from China back into the
country, the captain only accepts the offer
in order to maintain his beloved ship. The
narrative shifts its focus when young, freshfaced engineer Dong-sik (Park Yu-chun) falls
for female immigrant Hong-mae (Han Ye-ri)
and attempts to keep her out of harm’s way
by hiding her in the engine room as tensions
between the other immigrants and the crew
increase. Matters become much worse when
shipboard tragedy pushes the already-dogmatic captain past the breaking point, and
soon the other members of the Junjin follow
suit as fear, mania, guilt, and sexual repression
overcome them all as surely as the inescapable
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ocean fog. Director Shim Sung-bo keeps his
cinematic vessel moving at a steady clip in
this riveting tale. Recommended. (J. Cruz)

The Secret Life of Pets
HH1/2

Universal, 87 min., PG, DVD:
$29.99, Blu-ray/ DVD Combo:
$34.99, Dec. 6

Set in Manhattan, this animated adventure explores
the concept of what your
pets might be doing when you’re gone for the
day. It all begins when Katie (voiced by Ellie
Kemper) disrupts the domestic tranquility of
her beloved Jack Russell terrier Max (Louis
C.K.) by bringing home a huge, shaggy mutt
named Duke (Eric Stonestreet). Resentful
over Duke’s desire for dominance, caustic
Max turns instead to Chloe (Lake Bell), the
neighbor’s Russian blue tabby, along with his
close circle of canine pals, including the pug
Mel (Bobby Moynihan), dachshund Buddy
(Hannibal Buress), and fluffy white Pomeranian Gidget (Jenny Slate), who has a major crush
on Max. But when their dog-walker becomes
distracted in the park, Duke takes off, clutching Max’s leash in his mouth. Soon, they’ve
fallen into the clutches of a manic, streetwise
rabbit named Snowball (Kevin Hart), who is
the vindictive leader of the Flushed Pets, a
group of resentful, sewer-dwelling animals
who loathe the humans who abandoned
them. Worried that Max is missing, Gidget
enlists help from Tiberius (Albert Brooks), a
predatory hawk, and they eventually wind
up in Brooklyn with Pops (Dana Carvey), an
elderly, partially-paralyzed bassett hound,
who knows his way around better than anyone else. Directors Chris Renaud and Yarrow
Cheney anthropomorphize and sentimentalize the four-pawed characters, but while the
action pieces are often diverting, the redundant animal-catcher chases grow tedious. A
strong optional purchase. (S. Granger)

The Seventh Fire HHH
Film Movement, 76 min., not
rated, DVD: $24.99

That this sometimes fascinating and occasionally
tedious documentary is a
Terrence Malick co-production (along with Natalie
Portman) comes as no surprise: The Seventh
Fire is a film in which geography and place
have a sort of deterministic hold over the
men and women. The setting is Minnesota’s
White Earth Indian Reservation, specifically
a village called Pine Point, which is a bleak
environment where petty crime leading to
prison time seems to be a typical career path.
Director Jack Pettibone Riccobono zeroes in
on two main subjects: ruggedly handsome
37-year-old Rob Brown, a confessional poet,
father, recidivist criminal, and coke fiend
who is getting ready to go back to prison for
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some unnamed crime, and Kevin Fineday, an
18-year-old drug dealer and teenage dad who
seems to be hopelessly caught in a downward
trajectory just like Rob. Although Riccobono
valiantly searches for signs of hope among the
reservation ruins, there ultimately isn’t much
to be optimistic about. In a subtle surprise,
however, Rob’s macho exterior gives way to
the poet inside: writing is his life-saving form
of escapism, and he just might avoid becoming a victim at the hands of an uncaring
system. Recommended. (M. Sandlin)

The Shallows HH1/2

Sony, 86 min., PG-13, DVD:
$26.99, Blu-ray: $34.99

Nancy (Blake Lively) is
a medical school drop-out
who decides to surf on her
late mother’s favorite Mexican beach: a remote, jungle-enshrouded crescent-shaped cove that is
almost totally deserted. After checking-in by
phone with her dad and younger sister in Galveston, TX, Nancy zips into her wetsuit, tethers her foot to her surfboard, and wades into
the waves. A strong swimmer, Nancy soon
catches up with two Spanish-speaking dudes
who are also enjoying the exhilarating surf
(one is wearing a GoPro camera on his head).
After awhile, Nancy returns to the beach for
a late lunch and then decides to head into
the clear, turquoise-blue lagoon for one last
run, just as the guys head home. Naturally,
this is when an enormous shark surfaces—a
Great White that has been chomping on the
carcass of a dead blue whale. Since Nancy is
now in his feeding ground, the shark bites
her thigh. With her leg bleeding profusely,
ever-resourceful Nancy crawls up on a jagged
rock about 200 yards offshore, with only a
wounded seagull for company. Because it’s
low tide, she’s safe—temporarily. Filmmaker
Jaume Collet-Serra serves up a scary, suspenseful survival thriller (with terrific underwater
shots) that unfortunately is dragged down
by a flat ending. A strong optional purchase.
(S. Granger)

Songs My Brothers
Taught Me HHH

Kino Lorber, 93 min., not rated,
DVD: $29.95

A Native American brother and sister navigate life on
South Dakota’s Pine Ridge
Reservation in this dreamy,
closely-observed drama from Beijing-born
director Chloe Zhao. Johnny (John Reddy),
a high school senior, thinks he might want
to be a boxer, but he’s mostly interested in
raising enough money to move to Los Angeles
with his girlfriend, Aurelia (Taysha Fuller),
who plans to attend college while he works.
To relax, Johnny rides horses, gets high,
and spars with his younger sister, Jashaun
(Jashaun St. John). Although he visits his old-
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er brother Kevin (Kevin Hunter) in prison, his
born-again mother (Irene Bedard) has largely
given up on her elder son. For money, Johnny
smuggles alcohol onto the dry reservation.
Johnny also flirts with a partner in crime,
who isn’t disinterested, although she’s also
involved with someone else. To make money
of her own, Jashaun helps a heavily-tattooed
artist sell his hand-appliquéd merchandise.
When their birth father dies in a house
fire, Johnny and Jashaun mourn the man
they never really knew, along with several
half-siblings, although Johnny considers
their stepfather more of a real parent. As he
arranges to leave town, Johnny worries about
Jashaun, who will be losing her best friend
and protector. Songs My Brothers Taught Me
features a lot of plot strands, and the dialogue
can be affected, but Zhao keeps her focus on
the central characters, and Reddy and St.
John establish a sympathetic and convincing
rapport. Recommended. (K. Fennessy)

Southside With You
HHH

Lionsgate, 84 min., PG-13,
DVD: $19.98, Blu-ray: $24.99,
Dec. 13

Inspired by Barack and
Michelle Obama’s first date,
Southside With You is set in
Chicago during the summer of 1989, when
smart, serious, and self-confident Michelle
Robinson (Tika Sumpter)—a second-year
corporate lawyer—accepts an invitation from
Barack (Parker Sawyers), a junior colleague
whom she is mentoring, to attend a meeting
regarding a low-income community center.
Insisting to her parents that this is not a date,
Michelle, nevertheless, takes care in preparing
for this expedition. Their first stop is the Art
Institute, where Harvard-educated Barack impresses her with his knowledge of art. Driving
his rattletrap yellow Datsun, chain-smoking
Barack seems laidback, particularly when
he delivers an inspiring speech that emphasizes consideration and empathy. Michelle
then agrees to dinner and going to see Spike
Lee’s Do the Right Thing. A chance encounter
with a law firm partner impels Michelle to
inform Barack that their relationship should
be professional and platonic, which is followed by a kiss, as her reserve melts outside
a Baskin-Robbins ice cream parlor. Director
Richard Tanne’s low-key film feels remarkably authentic, with Michelle and Barack
discussing family, race, and career ambitions.
A sweet true-life story, this is recommended.
(S. Granger)

Standing Tall HHH

Cohen, 119 min., in French w/English subtitles, R,
DVD: $25.99, Blu-ray: $30.99

Emmanuelle Bercot’s film about the hard
work being performed by French social
services to turn troubled youths into responsible adults falls midway between gritty
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In this blockbuster from Korea, a married couple
"(5.09375")
spend their final months5 3/32
together,
revealing an
unforgettable story of true love, which transcends
both generations and cultures.
MY LOVE, DON’T CROSS THAT RIVER
DVD only: $24.95 / PPR: $200
DRL: $499 / PPR + DRL: $599
Documentary, Asian, Religion/Spirituality, Romance
UPC: 857692005758
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and
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their farm, two brothers must choose sides and
separately pursue their fortunes.
MEN GO TO BATTLE (AVAILABLE NOV 15)
DVD only: $24.95 / PPR: $200
DRL: $499 / PPR + DRL: $599
American Independent, Drama, War
UPC: 857692005703

While stationed in a remote Afghanistan valley,
a French army captain and his squad are put to
the test when soldiers mysteriously start going
missing on both sides of the conflict.
NEITHER HEAVEN NOR EARTH (AVAILABLE DEC 6)
DVD only: $24.95 / PPR: $200
DRL: $499 / PPR + DRL: $599
French, Supernatural, War
UPC: 859686006048
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Magic amulets and occult rituals link Vampire
Ecstasy and Sin You Sinners, two seminal films
from the master of psycho-sexual cinema,
Joseph W. Sarno – newly restored in HD.

In Ettore Scola’s comedy classic, Giacinto
(Nino Manfredi) finds himself rolling in insurance
money but refuses to share the wealth, so his
relatives devise a plan to steal his riches.

In this sci-fi cult classic, a scientist, working on a
global energy project, wakes up to discovers that he
may be the last man on Earth and sets out to search
deserted cities for survivors.

VAMPIRE ECSTASY / SIN YOU SINNERS*
DVD only: $24.95 / PPR: $200
DRL: $499 / PPR + DRL: $599
Classics, Horror, Erotic
UPC: 612385210099
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docu-drama and earnest
message movie. On one
hand, this is essentially a
procedural, demonstrating
how the chief players in the
system—dedicated juvenile
magistrate Florence Blaque
(Catherine Deneuve) and
Yann (Benoît Magimel), a
councilor assigned to her office—devote 10
years to the case of Malony, introduced as a
6-year-old troublemaker who his drug-addict
mother cannot cope with, and growing into
a volatile, reckless teen (Rod Paradot). This
part of the film, marked by the boy’s recurrent sessions in the judge’s chambers and his
periodic stints in juvenile facilities (and at one
point in prison) when he veers out of control,
feels authentic. But the sections portraying
his ultimate reclamation from a downward
spiral—as the result of a relationship that he
develops with a young girl—come across as
rather romanticized. Nonetheless, Standing
Tall can be rightfully lauded for its serious
purpose, as well as typically strong work from
Deneuve and a fine debut by Paradot, who
persuasively captures Malony’s combination
of sullen rage and underlying vulnerability.
Recommended. (F. Swietek)

Star Trek: Beyond HH1/2
Paramount, 122 min., PG-13,
DVD: $29.99, Blu-ray/DVD
Combo: $39.99, Nov. 1

In the 1960s, Gene Roddenberry’s iconic sci-fi TV
series not only boldly explored new worlds but also
tackled relevant social issues
using philosophical ingenuity and inventive
diplomacy. Now, under the stewardship of J.J.
Abrams, character complexity and ideas have
become secondary to continual conflict and
spectacle. Returning are Captain James T.
Kirk (Chris Pine), Commander Spock (Zachary Quinto), and Dr. “Bones” McCoy (Karl
Urban), along with Uhura (Zoe Saldana), Sulu
(John Cho), and Chekhov (Anton Yelchin,
who tragically died this year). Departing
from the enormous Yorktown spaceport, the
team embarks on a rescue mission that leads
them through a dangerous uncharted nebula. After the Enterprise is disabled by the evil
reptilian megalomaniac Krall (Idris Elba), the
crew is stranded on Altamid, where they are
befriended by a vengeful rebel warrior (Sofia
Boutella) who has taken up residence inside
a shipwrecked, century-old Federation vessel.
Generically scripted by Simon Pegg (who
plays chief engineer Montgomery “Scotty”
Scott) and Doug Jung, this entry is also
formulaically directed by noise-and-action
obsessed Justin Lin. Although there’s too
much hardware and too little heart on this
voyage, the franchise will no doubt continue
to “live long and prosper.” A strong optional
purchase. (S. Granger)
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Summertime HHH

Strand, 106 min., in French w/
English subtitles, not rated,
DVD: $27.99, Nov. 15

Filmmaker Catherine
Corsini melds the personal
with the political in this
depiction of a lesbian relationship set in the 1970s. When Delphine’s
(Izïa Higelin) farmer father encourages her
to find a husband, she claims disinterest,
but she is actually seeing a woman in secret.
After her girlfriend marries and moves away,
Delphine is left on her own except for her
friend, Antoine (Kévin Azaïs). Although she
would prefer to stay in the country, Delphine
moves to the city to attend college and she
joins a women’s liberation group brimming
with cigarette smoke and protest activities.
Delphine soon develops a crush on the charismatic Carole (Cécile de France), a Spanish
teacher, and is disappointed to learn that she
has a boyfriend. Since most of the women are
straight, Delphine keeps her sexual orientation to herself. Under her urging, however,
they free a member’s gay friend from an
insane asylum (his parents committed him
due to his sexual orientation). Although
Carole initially rejects her advances, an affair
eventually ensues, and even after Delphine
returns to the country in the wake of her
father’s stroke, the relationship continues, but
the time and place prevent the women from
going public. Ultimately, both women will
define feminism differently: for Delphine,
it’s about a woman running a farm, and to
Carole, it’s about a same-sex couple living
together openly, but either way they are living
in the wrong era. Recommended. (K. Fennessy)

Sunrise HHH

Breaking Glass, 85 min., in
Marathi w/English subtitles, not
rated, DVD: $24.99

Part police procedural and
part psychological thriller, Sunrise boasts the crisp
tension of a good mystery
while also evoking David Lynch’s 1980s-era
disconcerting journeys into the dark recesses
of the subconscious. Set in Mumbai, India, the
story follows a social services officer named
Joshi (Adil Hussain), whose young daughter
was recently kidnapped; simply vanished,
like so many thousands of kids in India each
year. Searching for her both officially and
unofficially, Joshi’s regular investigative
duties blur with his anguished mind, erasing
the line between reality and fantasy. It’s
often unclear which is which as Joshi chases
through alleys, gun out, often in pursuit of
a nefarious shadow—like something out of
a children’s fable. Joshi is drawn repeatedly
into a (real or imagined) secret club for men,
where underage girls are forced to dance.
Meanwhile, the taciturn Joshi searches for
another girl, age 12, who has been taken
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from her home and blended into a group
of captive sex slaves. Meanwhile, at home,
Joshi’s wife—grieving over the disappearance
of their daughter—falls ever deeper into a
steep mental decline. Filmmaker Partho
Sen-Gupta’s strange, hypnotic drama doesn’t
answer all of the questions it raises, but its
dreamlike narrative is compelling. Recommended. (T. Keogh)

Tab Hunter Confidential
HHH
FilmRise, 90 min., not rated,
DVD: $14.95, Blu-ray: $19.95

Now-octogenarian actor
Tab Hunter narrates this
documentary portrait of
his career as a young Hollywood movie star and pop singer who led
a double life: playing the boy next door for
the cameras and hiding his homosexuality
from the public. Hunter rose from B-movie
roles to heartthrob romantic lead at Warner
Bros., where he became one of their top moneymakers, and dutifully took young actresses
on public dates covered by the press. Directed
by Jeffrey Schwarz, this straightforward documentary covers Hunter’s life and career as
his star eventually fell, he worked himself into
a heart attack on the dinner theater circuit,
and he received a late-career revival starring
in John Waters’s cult film Polyester opposite
the cross-dressing Divine (“What do I have
to lose?” he figured). Tab Hunter Confidential
features copious film clips, and interviews
with contemporaries such as Debbie Reynolds, Robert Wagner, and Connie Stevens,
as well as Hollywood historians Robert Osborne, Rex Reed, and Rona Barrett. It’s most
interesting in presenting the realities of life
under contract in the old studio system and
examines the underground culture of gay
stars living under the threat of scandal from
gossip and tabloid magazines. Hunter came
out of the closet a decade ago and he shares
his experiences of living that life as a gay
man (including relationships with Anthony
Perkins and champion figure skater Ronnie
Robertson), while also acknowledging the
personal strain on his sense of self (and
self-worth) of pretending to be someone he
wasn’t. Featuring bonus interviews, this is an
interesting personal portrait of a Hollywood
star who ultimately earned his happy ending.
Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Take Me to the River
H1/2

Film Movement, 84 min., not
rated, DVD: $24.98

An initially promising
but often unbelievable drama, writer-director Matt
Sobel’s Take Me to the River is
a semi-effective tale about family secrets that
is more about suggestion than actual details.
Teenager Ryder (Logan Miller) reluctantly
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“A terrific tour-de-force, beautifully integrating
the history with a contemporary perspective.”
-Roger Pulvers, Novelist & Playwright

OKINAWA: THE AFTERBURN
121 minutes, color, $24.95, FRF 917148D
NOW AVAILABLE!

On April 1, 1945, American troops landed on the Pacific island of Okinawa,
beginning a battle that claimed the lives of some 240,000 people. After
depicting the battle through the eyes of Japanese and U.S. soldiers, the
film explores the postwar fate of Okinawa, which is home to U.S. military
bases - and related crimes, accidents, and pollution. In Okinawa, the legacy
of the war translates into a deeply rooted aversion to military force. This has
been expressed by the island-wide rejection of a plan to build a new U.S.
base at Henoko, a source of controversy to this day. Okinawa: The Afterburn
explores the roots of this resistance and Okinawa’s vision for the future.

TRUE NEW YORK

AMONG THE BELIEVERS

131 minutes, color, $24.95, FRF 917179D
STREET DATE: NOVEMBER 15

84 minutes, color, $24.95, FRF 917131D
NOW AVAILABLE!

In a city with 8 million people, there’s
bound to be a few good stories. True New
York is an anthology featuring five awardwinning short documentaries, including
C-Rock, Taxi Garage, One Track Mind,
A Son’s Sacrifice, and Black Cherokee.

Firebrand cleric Abdul Aziz Ghazi, an ISIS
supporter and Taliban ally, is waging jihad
against the Pakistani government with the
aim of imposing Shariah law. His primary
weapon is his expanding network of Islamic
seminaries for children as young as four.
The film follows Aziz’s personal quest and
charts the lives of two of his students who
are pawns in his ideological war.

“There’s an authenticity that seems so
true and tough.” -The New York Times
“A strange and wondrous story of
New York.” -Vanishing New York
“An amazing real-life slice of life.
Fascinating!” -Kansas City Star

“A superb documentary, at once deeply
scary and thoroughly enlightening.”
-AM New York

“Incredible access...a must-see.”
-Entertainment Weekly

WHEN TWO WORLDS
COLLIDE

THE ALTRUISM
REVOLUTION

103 minutes, color, $19.95, FRF 917155D
STREET DATE: NOVEMBER 15

90 minutes, color, $19.95, FRF 917193D
STREET DATE: DECEMBER 6

This tense and immersive Sundance
award-winner “plunges viewers straight
into the middle of an escalating battle
between those who want to use the
Amazon for its resources and those who
want to protect it...the film powerfully explores both sides of the divide.” (Indiewire).
“A potent chronicle of the fight between
indigenous tribes and governmentsupported business interests in the
Peruvian Amazon.” -Variety
“Critic’s Pick! Stellar...the rawest vision
of capitalism run amok.” -Village Voice

The notion that man is driven by ruthless
self-interest has been with us for ages.
Now this idea is being challenged by new
research in fields as diverse as political
science, psychology, sociology and
economics. If altruism really is intrinsic
in humans, is it possible to build a society
structured around altruistic behavior?

THE DYING OF
THE LIGHT

BEST AND MOST
BEAUTIFUL THINGS

94 minutes, color, $24.95, FRF 917186D
STREET DATE: DECEMBER 6

90 minutes, color, $19.95, FRF 917162D
STREET DATE: JANUARY 3

The Dying of the Light explores the history
and craft of motion picture presentation
through the lives and stories of the last
generation of career projectionists. Both
humorous and melancholic, their candid
reflections on life in the booth reveal a
world that is now at an end. A loving
tribute to the art and romance of the
movies—and to the unseen people who
brought the light to our screens.

A celebration of outcasts everywhere, this
acclaimed SXSW documentary follows a
precocious young blind woman who
disappears into quirky obsessions and
isolation. With humor and bold curiosity,
she chases love and freedom in a
surprising, sex-positive community.

“HHHH! An elegy to a century of
watching movies and to the craftspeople
who made it possible.” -Boston Globe

“Wonderful...fascinating....nails the
idea that ‘normal’ is very overrated.”

This fascinating documentary plunges
deep into the human mind to explore
the altruism movement and reveal what
really drives us.

“One of the year’s most touching docs...
a provocative and joyous coming of age
portrait.” -Huffington Post

-Austin Chronicle

To purchase, please contact John Bione at 800.229.8575 x13 or sales@firstrunfeatures.com
For Non-Theatrical/Institutional PPR, contact Dylan McGinty at 800.229.8575 x19 or edsales@firstrunfeatures.com

travels cross-country with his parents, Don
(Richard Schiff) and Cindy (Robin Weigert),
heading for the latter’s family farm back in
Nebraska. The object of the trip is a big family
reunion, an event that Ryder thinks would
be a good opportunity to come out as gay
in front of a big pool of relatives. Cindy and
Don dissuade him of this, but Ryder chooses a
more indirect route, wearing red short-shorts
and a feminine, low-cut shirt. His cousins,
aunts, uncles, and grandmother all notice,
but there is no overt problem until Ryder
goes off to a barn with 9-year-old Molly (Ursula Parker), who comes running back to her
parents screaming with blood on her clothes.
No one knows what happened, but Ryder is
suddenly a pariah at the party. What follows
is often implausible and ultimately opaque,
as Don and Cindy allow Ryder to enter into
potentially dangerous situations alone (especially going to dinner at the home of Molly’s
hair-trigger father, played by Josh Hamilton).
All of this leads to a big revelation that may
be painful but is more about atmosphere than
answers. Not a necessary purchase. (T. Keogh)

Tale of Tales HH1/2

Shout! Factory, 133 min., R,
DVD: $19.99, Blu-ray: $22.99

Italian director Matteo
Garrone’s epic English-language anthology of interwoven fairy tales, based on
three stories by 17th-century folklorist Giambattista Basile, kicks off in
the kingdom of Longtrellis with a morose and
barren Queen (Salma Hayek) receiving advice
from a sorcerer. To wit: if a sea monster is slain
(a duty for the King, played—rather briefly—
by John C. Reilly), then a virgin is employed
to cook its heart, and the Queen eats that
pulmonary mass, she will bear a child. But
what happens is that both the Queen and
the virgin have babies who grow up to be
identical albino twins (Christian and Jonah
Lees), leading to Prince and the Pauper-like
complications. In the second tale, a monarch
(Toby Jones)—who is unaffectionate towards
his daughter Violet (Bebe Cave)—showers
attention on a flea (that grows bigger than a
dog), after which (in an unforeseen turn of
events) he winds up marrying Violet off to an
ogre who mistreats her. The last and most entertaining story centers on the lothario ruler
of Strongcliff (Vincent Cassel), who is struck
by the enchanted singing of peasant maid
Dora (a heavily made-up Hayley Carmichael),
but does not realize that she is actually a haggard old maid, not an apple-cheeked buxom
beauty. Hoping to obtain some advantage
from this besotted king, Dora and her sister
Imma (Shirley Henderson) plot to string him
along, initially by promising to share Dora’s
finger through a hole in the door (with Imma’s finger substituting). While beautifully
filmed and featuring impressive sets and solid
special effects, Tale of Tales is an overlong
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film, with pointless cross-cutting between
unrelated stories that are ambiguously tied
together in a closing scene. And the magical
quality inherent in the best fairy tales is only
sporadically seen here. A strong optional
purchase. (R. Pitman)

although star Choi Min-sik is sympathetic
as a peasant hunter tired of all the bloodletting—a man who also has a lifelong, fatalistic
bond with the monster tiger. Recommended.
(C. Cassady)

Therapy for a Vampire
HH

Lionsgate, 92 min., R, DVD:
$19.99, Blu-ray: $24.99

Music Box, 87 min., in German
w/English subtitles, not rated,
DVD: $29.99

David Ruehm’s Austrian
horror comedy begins with
a great premise: in 1932
Vienna, Count Geza von Közsnöm (Tobias
Moretti)—a gloomy vampire unhappy with
his undead existence—turns to Dr. Sigmund
Freud (Karl Fischer) for advice. The set-up
offers almost endless satirical possibilities,
which are—unfortunately—completely
ignored by a script that instead opts for a
tedious romantic roundelay in which the
Count, whose depression stems from irritation with his nagging wife Elsa (Jeanette
Hain), finds a reason to “live” again when
he meets Lucy (Cornelia Ivancan), a spunky
waitress who looks just like the one true love
who sacrificed herself for him centuries ago.
Meanwhile, Elsa falls for Lucy’s lover, Viktor
(Dominic Oley), a painter she approached
to do her portrait so that she can see herself
(mirrors, of course, being of no use). Freud
plays a peripheral role in all of this until
the final reel, when he returns to exhibit
professional befuddlement as the couplings
are sorted out. Therapy for a Vampire features
a few amusing sight gags (such as when the
Count levitates while lying on Freud’s couch),
but the verbal humor is sophomoric, and the
pacing is downright phlegmatic. Optional.
(F. Swietek)

The Tiger HHH

Well Go USA, 140 min., in
Korean w/English subtitles, not
rated, DVD: $24.98, Blu-ray:
$29.99

Park Hoon-jung’s bigbudget South Korean blockbuster is a gory, gloomy
action-drama set in a Korea, circa 1925, that
is occupied by bullying, martinet Japanese
troops. In a powerful imperialist metaphor,
the Nippon invaders mechanistically wipe
out vast numbers of wildlife for their souvenir trophies. The obsessive target of both the
Japanese and the starving Korean hunters
they use as vassals is the last surviving Korean tiger, the godlike “Mountain Lord,” a
battle-scarred 800-lb. beast (clearly CGI but
still effective as a character) who is enraged
and tearing apart intruders left and right
following the killing of its mate and cubs.
As with King Kong, viewer sympathies will
lie more with the vengeful, increasingly
mutilated cat than with any of the humans,
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The Trust HH1/2

Alex and Benjamin Brewer’s moderately entertaining
heist movie stars Nicolas
Cage and Elijah Wood as
Stone and Waters, a pair of
cops who work in the evidence room of the
Las Vegas PD and win little respect from either their fellow officers or Stone’s own father
(Jerry Lewis, in a blink-and-you’ll miss-him
cameo). When the duo track the source of
a large bail-bond payment to a nondescript
convenience store, they discover that the
place is home to a big underground vault,
which they aim to break into on the assumption that it contains a fortune in cash. The
plan involves taking over an apartment above
the safe and burrowing down to the treasure
below. Of course, things go awry well before
last act twists that reveal all is not as it seems.
The first half of The Trust is buoyed by Cage’s
characteristically off-kilter performance and
some clever dialogue, and Wood is suitably
dour as his sad-sack partner, but the film
grows increasingly dark and serious, as well as
somewhat tedious, as the miscreant cops face
mounting odds. Still, the rapport between
Cage and Wood is solid, and while nowhere
near a classic noir, this should be considered
a strong optional purchase. (F. Swietek)

Under the Sun HHH

Icarus, 110 min., in Korean w/
English subtitles, not rated,
DVD: $29.99

Russian director Vitaly
Mansky reveals the inner
workings of the North Korean propaganda machine
in this weirdly compelling documentary
mixing scenes that are being fashioned for
Mansky’s camera by government authorities
together with secretly-shot footage illustrating how these scenes were choreographed and
rehearsed. As he explains in an introductory
title card, Mansky was assigned a script about
Zin-Mi, an 8-year-old Pyongyang girl preparing to join the Children’s Union on the Day
of the Shining Star—the birthday of Kim
Jong-Il, the present leader’s late father. The
so-called plot was to focus on the run-up to
the massive festivities that mark the nationwide celebration while digressing to show
Zin-Mi’s happy family in their purportedly
normal routines—following the girl at school
and depicting the parents at their jobs in
supremely productive factories. Mansky, who
was constantly accompanied by governmental handlers, dutifully followed the plan laid
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out for him, but kept the camera running
during numerous takes in which prompters
exhorted their handpicked casts to exhibit
greater patriotic enthusiasm (he also caught
occasional off-the-cuff remarks indicating
that even the central family unit was a fraud
that had been assembled for optimal effect).
While one might question the ethics of
Mansky’s decision to sneak his damning unofficial footage out of the country, Under the
Sun demonstrates with piercing simplicity the
level of indoctrination that pervades North
Korean society, which is dominated by a cult
of personality that Stalin himself would have
envied. Recommended. (F. Swietek)

Viktoria HH1/2

Big World, 155 min., in
Bulgarian w/English subtitles,
not rated, DVD: $29.99, Nov. 8

The recent history of
Bulgaria is treated in surrealistic fashion in Maya Vitkova’s debut feature, a dark
political satire about the
last decade of Communist rule. Despite the
efforts of Boryana (Irmena Chichikova)—a
librarian determined to emigrate to the
West—to abort her pregnancy, she winds up
giving birth to a daughter who (amazingly)
has no belly button. This medical miracle
causes the Communist party, led by nerdy
Todor Zhivkov (Georgi Spasov), to hail the infant—named Viktoria—as the socialist baby
of the decade, representing the new woman
who will protect the system, unfettered by
ties to the past. Nine years later, Viktoria
(Daria Vitkova) is the ultimate brat, spoiled by
privileges heaped on her family—including
a direct telephone line to Zhivkov. But her
mother remains distant, and things change
radically for them both—as well as Viktoria’s
father (Dimo Dimov)—when Zhivkov falls
from power and the Communist regime
collapses. In the film’s final third, Viktoria
(now played by Kalina Vitkova) must cope
with her new status, which includes reconnecting with her aged grandmother, a party
stalwart whom Boryana had banished from
the family. Throughout, director Vitkova uses
bold images of milk and blood to emphasize
the dissolution of maternal bonds, but the
film suffers from jarring tonal shifts and
is decidedly overlong. Still, its wonderfully
absurdist take on the last years of Bulgarian
Communism makes this a strong optional
purchase. (F. Swietek)

War Dogs HH

Warner, 114 min., R, DVD:
$28.99, Blu-ray: $29.98, Nov.
22

Director Todd Phillips
brings the same raucous sensibility that characterized
his Hangover trilogy to this
supposedly “true story” of how two dorky
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Florida stoners became international arms
dealers. When 22-year-old David Packouz
(Miles Teller) runs into his old Hebrew-school
chum, Efraim Diveroli (Jonah Hill), the former is somewhat adrift, doing massage therapy and selling high-thread-count bedsheets
to retirement homes—much to the chagrin of
his long-suffering girlfriend (Ana de Armas).
When brash, obnoxious Diveroli devises a
scam to lowball government contracts, Packouz decides to join him. It seems that after
the U.S. government was charged during the
Bush administration with cronyism for deals
with Halliburton (Dick Cheney’s former
company), Lockheed Martin, and other large
corporations, smaller bidders were then subsequently solicited to supply munitions. And
that’s how these two idiots become weapons
contractors for the Pentagon, despite their
personal disdain for Bush and America’s
involvement in the Iraq War. Starting small,
they perfect their hustling technique, which
leads them on a trip to Jordan, where they
cross 500 miles of dangerous desert from
Amman to Baghdad to deliver a truckload
of Italian-made Beretta pistols. Bradley
Cooper appears as sleazy arms dealer Henry
Girard, whom they meet at an Ammo Expo
in Las Vegas, which Diveroli describes as
“Comic-Con with grenades.” That encounter eventually takes the pair to an Albanian
warehouse filled with 93 million rounds of
AK-47 ammo that is of questionable origin.
Based on Guy Lawson’s 2011 Rolling Stone
profile, their story has been transformed
into a satirical buddy comedy that is only
fitfully funny. Optional. (S. Granger)

What Happened, Miss
Simone? HHH1/2

Eagle Rock, 116 min., not rated,
DVD: $21.99, Blu-ray: $26.99

The titular question in
Liz Garbus’s Oscar-nominated Netflix documentary is taken from a
poem by Maya Angelou. And it is incisively
answered in this unsparing portrait of legendary but deeply troubled singer-songwriter
Nina Simone, which is somewhat surprising,
given that this is essentially an “authorized”
biography—with the subject’s daughter
serving as a producer (and one of the most
prominent interviewees)—drawing on reams
of archival material (diaries, home movies,
tape recordings) derived from the family’s
collection. The Mommie Dearest quality of
Lisa Simone Kelly’s reminiscences about her
mother leads to an occasionally harsh tone,
but this is an overwhelmingly sympathetic
sketch of Simone, chronicling her childhood,
thwarted ambition to become a concert
pianist, struggle to find acceptance as a vocalist, rocky marriage, and transformation
due to the racist violence of the 1960s into
a civil rights activist so committed to the
cause that her music (and popular acclaim)
became secondary to her message. The last
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segment follows Simone’s mental deterioration and final years living largely forgotten
and impoverished, bringing a poignant
conclusion to Garbus’s evocative treatment
of an extraordinarily talented artist whose
musical career was only one aspect of a life
shaped by the social ferment of her time
and by her own personal demons. Highly
recommended. (F. Swietek)

Wiener-Dog HHH

Amazon Studios (avail. from
www.amazon.com), 89 min., R,
DVD: $14.99, Blu-ray: $15.99

Anyone expecting a sweet
canine fable from the title of Todd Solondz’s latest
film will be seriously disappointed. Like the director’s other works,
Wiener-Dog exudes a nearly unremitting
mood of deadpan misanthropy so thick that
even the titular dachshund can’t endure the
misery around her. But viewers in tune with
Solondz’s sensibility will likely enjoy the
abundant gallows humor of this episodic
film, which begins with a tender tale of a
young cancer survivor presented with the
dog by his parents, who quickly grow tired of
putting up with the demands that owning a
pet entails. The second chapter finds the dog
rescued from a clinic where she is scheduled
to be put to sleep by the vet’s assistant, who
soon links up with a guy and decides to run
off. Although the dog is left with the man’s
brother and his wife, who suffer from Down
syndrome, the pooch inexplicably winds up
with a depressed film school teacher who
enlists the dog in a bizarre revenge scheme.
Wiener-Dog finally becomes the pet of a
brutally cynical, house-ridden old lady who
is visited by her junkie granddaughter. Each
of the four interwoven tales boasts inspired
moments, and the film features an admirable
ensemble cast—including Julie Delpy, Tracy
Letts, Danny DeVito, and Ellen Burstyn. Wiener-Dog will not appeal to a mass audience,
but those who appreciated Solondz’s Welcome
to the Dollhouse and Happiness will likely find
this to be grimly funny. Recommended.
(F. Swietek)

Classic Films
Bill & Ted’s Most
Excellent Collection
HHH

Shout! Factory, 3 discs, 185
min., PG, Blu-ray: $49.99

Two cult slacker comedies receive special edition treatment in this
double-feature set. In Bill and Ted’s Excellent
Adventure (1989), Keanu Reeves and Alex
Winter star as the eponymous high school
underachievers and would-be rock stars who
are destined to save the world with their
music, or so claims their most excellent
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fan from the future, a time-travelling sage
named Rufus (George Carlin). But first they
have to pass high school history and learn to
play their instruments. This spirited doofus
comedy is sustained by the sweet, slackjawed performances of Reeves and Winter as
dumbfounded idiots who stumble through
history to cram for their final with the help
of a time-traveling phone booth that allows
them to round up Napoleon, Abraham Lincoln, Genghis Khan, Joan of Arc, Beethoven,
and Socrates (among others), and bring them
back to suburban California. Stephen Herek
directs their debut adventure while Peter
Hewitt takes the reins for the inspired sequel
Bill and Ted’s Bogus Journey (1991), which is
even sillier and at times funnier. Here, Bill
and Ted are killed by evil robot doubles and
sent to Hell, where they play Twister with the
Grim Reaper (a hilariously deadpan William
Sadler) and then draft him into their band,
Wyld Stallyns. Wacky, weird, and nonsensical—with a refreshing innocence to the
humor—these goofy comedies make a welcome debut on Blu-ray in this extras-packed
set that includes multiple audio commentary
tracks, new retrospective documentaries,
behind-the-scenes featurettes, an interview
with guitarist Steve Vai, and an “Air Guitar
Tutorial.” Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Buster Keaton: The
Shorts Collection
HHH1/2

Kino Lorber, 5 discs, 738 min.,
not rated, DVD: $44.99, Bluray: $59.99

Kino Lorber revisits the
silent short comedies of Buster Keaton in this
set that features not only his solo shorts but
also his earlier comedies with Roscoe “Fatty”
Arbuckle, altogether some 32 short films.
Keaton cited Arbuckle as his early mentor and
the shorts included here display Keaton’s gift
for corralling chaos and shaping free-for-all
scenes with kinetic care and crack timing,
as well as Keaton’s generosity for showcasing
the talents of his costars. You can see Keaton
develop from screen neophyte to deadpan
sidekick to silent comedy professional in these
films (his gift for comic understatement and
rubbery gymnastic pratfalls is thoroughly
mature by the 1920 short “The Garage”),
and then go on to develop his own screen
identity and directorial style in the 19 solo
short films that he made between 1920 and
1923, including the Keystone Kops-inspired
slapstick classic “Cops,” the frontier adventure
fiction spoof “The Frozen North,” and the ingenious and at times surreal “The Playhouse.”
Although he did not take director credit for
these films, he was the creative artist behind
every aspect of the production. This amazing
run, along with Charlie Chaplin’s Mutual
comedies, represents the peak of creativity,
ingenuity, and comic grace in American silent comedy shorts. Expanding on the Buster
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Keaton: The Short Films Collection 1920-1923
(VL-9/11), which only includes the 19 solo
shorts, this edition also features a newly rediscovered alternate version of “The Blacksmith”
and alternate endings to “Coney Island” and
“My Wife’s Relations.” All of the shorts are
newly remastered and restored by Lobster
Films in France from archival film elements
and feature orchestral scores. Extras include
an introduction by film preservationist Serge
Bromberg, an excerpt from 1951’s Life with
Buster Keaton, and a booklet. Highly recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Cat on a Hot Tin Roof
HHHH

Warner, 108 min., not rated,
Blu-ray: $21.99

A lt houg h Te n ne s s e e
Williams loathed Richard
Brooks’s 1958 version of his
play (Hollywood tended to tone down the
playwright’s homosexual themes), this story
of a bunch of scumbags that plays like an
intellectual’s Dallas is an undisputed American classic. Paul Newman stars as Brick, a
hobbling ex-jock mourning the death of his
best friend by way of drinking voluminous
amounts of alcohol and neglecting his wife
Maggie (Taylor), who he suspects of infidelity. Maggie the Cat only wants two things:
to jump Brick’s bones, and to ease the discordance between Brick and his land-rich
and ailing Big Daddy (Burl Ives). Rounding
out this slimy stew are Big Daddy’s son
Gooper (Jack Carson) and Gooper’s totally
obnoxious wife, Mae (a wonderfully repellent performance by Madeleine Sherwood),
along with their tribe of “no-neck monster”
children. Before Big Daddy goes big belly up,
an explosive confrontation will take place
between Brick and his father. Nominated
for numerous Oscars, including Best Picture,
Director, Actor (Newman), and Screenplay,
Cat on a Hot Tin Roof makes its Blu-ray debut,
with extras including audio commentary by
Donald Spoto (who wrote biographies of Williams and Taylor), and a behind-the scenes
featurette. Highly recommended. Editor’s
Choice. (R. Pitman)

Cat People HHH1/2

Criterion, 73 min., not rated,
DVD: 2 discs, $29.99; Blu-ray:
$39.99

The original 1942 Cat
People is an adult horror
film made on a low budget
for RKO’s B-movie unit by
producer Val Lewton and director Jacques
Tourneur. Simone Simon stars as Irena, a
kittenish young artist from a rural Siberian
village who has moved to urban America but
still believes in the legends and superstitions
of her homeland. Kent Smith costars as Oliver
Reed, the generically charming American
engineer who meets her in the zoo, where
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she obsessively sketches the black panther
prowling its small cage. The pair marry, but
her fears prevent her from consummating
the marriage: Irena believes that she comes
from a cursed bloodline of devil-worshippers and that any form of romantic passion
will transform her into a jungle cat. The
filmmakers bring art, intelligence, and a
sophisticated psychology to what could
have been merely a cheap horror film, slyly
making the connection between sex (both
repressed and unleashed) and horror. The
only transformation viewers witness is when
Irena turns aggressive after becoming jealous
of her husband’s co-worker (Jane Randolph).
Everything else is left to suggestion and
imagination, using feline snarls, shadows on
the wall, and ingenious art direction to hint
at transformation. Tourneur proves himself
a master of suspense and a brilliant director
of poetic horror, working together with cinematographer Nicholas Musuraca to create
remarkable, evocative images on a limited
budget. One of the most beautiful horror
films ever made, Cat People is presented here
with a new digital restoration, with extras
including audio commentary by film historian Gregory Mank, the 2008 feature-length
documentary Val Lewton: The Man in the
Shadows, new and archival interviews, and
an essay by critic Geoffrey O’Brien. Highly
recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Chimes at Midnight
HHHH

Criterion, 116 min., not rated,
DVD: 2 discs, $29.99; Blu-ray:
$39.99

Unavailable in the U.S.
for many years, Chimes at
Midnight (1966) is one of
Orson Welles’s unqualified masterpieces (his
greatest film according to many critics), a
personal project that he explored for years in
the theater. Drawing freely from five Shakespeare plays (notably Henry IV, Part One and
Henry IV, Part Two), as well as excerpts from
the 16th-century Holinshed’s Chronicles, the
film follows young Prince Hal (Keith Baxter), son of King Henry IV (John Gielgud)
and heir to the crown, whose wastrel years
are spent carousing in taverns with Sir John
Falstaff (Welles), a corrupt, drunk, cowardly
old rascal with a boisterous personality and
zest for life. When Henry Hotspur goes to war
against King Henry, Hal will finally accept his
responsibility as the future King of England.
Welles is magnificent as Falstaff (Welles
called the character “the greatest creation
by Shakespeare”), and the director treats
Hal’s rejection of Falstaff as both tragedy and
necessity. Welles creates a magnificent vision
of 15th-century England on a relatively small
budget while filming in Spain, using standing
castles, makeshift costumes, careful framing,
and masterful editing, especially in the battle
sequence. Costarring Jeanne Moreau and
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Margaret Rutherford, this is one of the most
interesting and unique Shakespeare adaptations ever made. Beautifully restored from the
surviving 35mm negatives and other original
sources, this Criterion edition features extras
including audio commentary by film scholar
James Naremore, new and archival interviews,
and a booklet. Highly recommended. Editor’s
Choice. (S. Axmaker)

The Commitments
HHH1/2

RLJ, 118 min., R, DVD: $14.99,
Blu-ray: $29.99

Based on the 1987 novel
by Roddy Doyle, director
Alan Parker’s story of the
rise and fall of a Dublin R&B
band is brought to life by a cast of unknowns,
with passion, soul, and a superb soundtrack of
classic American songs. Robert Arkins stars as
would-be impresario Jimmy Rabbitte, who decides to create an R&B band in Dublin out of
working-class singers and musicians he scouts
from the streets. Jimmy tells them: “The Irish
are the blacks of Europe. Dubliners are the
blacks of Ireland. North Dubliners are the
blacks of Dublin.” Set and shot in the slums
of Dublin, where poverty and unemployment
are endemic, the film has a shaggy quality,
buttressed by salty and witty language, as this
volatile mix of personalities clashed offstage
but comes together to create amazing music
onstage (the actors do their own singing and
playing, adding to the film’s authenticity).
Andrew Strong is a revelation as the ruffian
lead singer (he went on to a solo career),
guitarist Glen Hansard later starred in the
2007 hit Once, and Maria Doyle Kennedy and
Colm Meaney are able costars. It’s one of the
great films about the creation of a band (and
its ultimate demise), featuring a bestselling
soundtrack that spawned a follow-up album
and a concert tour. Bowing on Blu-ray, extras
include audio commentary by director Parker,
cast and crew interviews, behind-the-scenes
featurettes, photo galleries, and a booklet.
Highly recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Dead End Drive-In
HHH

Arrow, 88 min., R, Blu-ray/DVD
Combo: $29.95

George Miller’s 1981 cult
classic The Road Warrior
clearly serves as inspiration
for Australian genre filmmaker Brian Trenchard-Smith’s 1986 film Dead End Drive-In,
a film that mixes sci-fi, gearhead action, and
social commentary, set in a near future in
which economic collapse has driven the rich
into isolated gated communities while everyone else scrambles to survive in a culture of
crime and unemployment. With society on
the verge of collapsing (or worse, rising up in
rebellion), the authorities hit upon a brilliant
solution to contain the frustrations of the
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young and aimless: turn the local drive-in
into a concentration camp. Jimmy (Ned
Manning) takes his girl (Natalie McCurry) on
a drive-in date but finds the gates locked when
he tries to leave. This popular teen destination
becomes a witty metaphor for society, with
the cars turned into homes and the inmates
seduced into compliance with a steady diet
of junk food from the snack bar and nightly
movies, with only Jimmy actively plotting
an escape. When the residents grow restless,
the authorities bus in Asian immigrants and
stir racial tensions among the white youth,
who protest the invasion of their community.
The sociopolitical messages and exploitation
movie metaphors aren’t subtle but they are
witty and effective, although the film can also
be enjoyed simply as a colorful sci-fi drive-in
movie with terrific car action and stunt work.
Based on a story by Booker Prize-winning
Australian novelist and screenwriter Peter
Carey, this is a stand-out example of “Ozploitation” low-budget genre films from Australia
in the 1970s and ‘80s. Extras include audio
commentary by Trenchard-Smith, and bonus
short films by the director. Recommended.
(S. Axmaker)

Destiny HHH

Kino Lorber, 98 min., not rated,
DVD: $24.99, Blu-ray: $29.99

The 1921 silent drama
Dest iny was t he brea kthrough film for great German director Fritz Lang
(Metropolis). Originally titled Der Müde Tod in
Germany, which translates to “Weary Death,”
Destiny is a mix of supernatural drama and
mythic parable created in the shadow of
World War I. A young woman (Lil Dagover)
finds her fiancé (Walter Janssen) suddenly
gone, dead before his time (as were many
young men in the war), and she appeals to
Death (Bernhard Goetzke) to bring him back.
Death (who is indeed weary of his toils) gives
her three chances to stop the candle of life
from going out, which becomes the framework for an anthology of stories of love and
death through the ages: a commoner is condemned by a Caliph for wooing his daughter
in ancient Baghdad, a jealous man plots the
murder of a romantic rival in 17th-century
Venice, and a wizard plays games with an
abducted couple for the amusement of the
Emperor in Imperial China. Dagover and
Janssen play the roles of the doomed lovers
in each story, which inevitably end in tragedy, yet Lang also finds redemption in love
and sacrifice. Along the way, Lang creates
fantastical sets for each story and for Death’s
domain, a mythical realm built on an epic
scale. Remastered from a new restoration by
the Friedrich Wilhelm Murnau Foundation
in Germany, extras include audio commentary by film historian Tim Lucas, a featurette
on the restoration, and a new orchestral score.
Recommended. (S. Axmaker)
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Fixed Bayonets! HHH

Kino Lorber, 92 min., not rated,
Blu-ray: $29.95

Writer-director Samuel
Fuller’s 1951 Korean War
platoon drama is a smallscale production that focuses on a squad of American soldiers ordered
to hold a snowy mountain pass while their
division retreats. Richard Basehart stars as
Corporal Denno, a soldier who can’t bring
himself to fire his rifle at the enemy and
bristles at the thought of having to take
command, and Gene Evans is Sgt. Rock, a
grizzled veteran who passes on his wisdom
to Denno as senior officers are killed and he
becomes the highest-ranking soldier. Their
only hope is to create the illusion of a much
larger force hidden in the mountains (Rock
has a few tricks up his sleeve) in this story of
ordinary men rising to the occasion when
the situation demands. Fuller draws on his
service as a soldier in Africa and Europe in
World War II to create the platoon dynamics
(the squad is filled with all sorts of types),
along with the tactics and battle action. The
entire film is shot on soundstages, with sets
recreating the wintry mountains, forests, and
the caves in which the soldiers take refuge.
The artificial setting gives the film a kind of
abstracted, theatrical quality that eschews
sentimentality and melodrama for a blunt
portrait of men facing death (James Dean
is an uncredited extra, but he’s hard to pick
out). Debuting on Blu-ray, extras include
audio commentary by film historian Michael
Schlesinger and the widow and daughter of
Fuller. Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

The Immortal Story
HHH

Criterion, 58 min., not rated,
DVD: 2 discs, $29.99; Blu-ray:
$39.99

Based on a short story by
Isak Dinesen and adapted
to the screen faithfully by
Orson Welles with only minor changes, The
Immortal Story aired on French TV in 1968.
Running just under an hour, the film stars
Welles as Mr. Clay, a rich, misanthropic
merchant in Macao who becomes obsessed
with turning an old seaman’s legend—about
a rich man who hires a sailor to impregnate
his young wife—into a dramatic reality. Clay
tasks his clerk (French actor Roger Coggio)
with finding a woman (Jeanne Moreau) to
play his wife and then hires a sailor (Norman
Eshley) off the streets to be the young man,
and he takes the role of the rich old codger
himself. Like many of Welles’s films, this
one is about a powerful figure who uses his
money and influence to attempt to control
those around him, and it is equally about
stories and storytelling, with Clay himself
taking the role of director. Welles’s stylistic
approach, however, is very different. It’s his
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first color film, the camera rarely moves, the
sets are austere, and the compositions appear
more flattened on a shallow plane. The result
is a film—Welles’s final completed fictional
feature—that is dreamlike, ephemeral, and
introspective. Making its U.S. home video
debut in a special Criterion edition from a
new 4K master taken from the original 35mm
camera negative, extras include the shorter
50-minute French version of the film, audio
commentary by film scholar Adrian Martin,
a 1968 documentary on Welles, new and
archival interviews, and an essay by film
critic Jonathan Rosenbaum. Recommended.
(S. Axmaker)

Kamikaze ‘89 HH1/2

Film Movement, 106 min., in
German w/English subtitles,
not rated, DVD: $29.99, Bluray: $39.99

Rainer Werner Fassbinder
takes a rare onscreen lead
role in what would be his
last screen appearance in
Wolf Gremm’s 1982 New Wave sci-fi cop drama. Based on the satirical 1964 novel Murder
on the Thirty-First Floor by Swedish crime writer Per Wahlöö, Kamikaze ‘89 is set in a near
future where news and entertainment are
controlled by a single entity called the Combine—a corporate monopoly that narcotizes
the population with mind-numbing reality
TV and upbeat news reports of sunny weather. Lt. Jansen (Fassbinder) is assigned to investigate a bomb threat at the headquarters of
the Combine, which is run by a man known
as Blue Panther. This is a cartoon totalitarian
culture where vegetables are forbidden and
the police salute one another with a thumbs
up and a smile. The film is filled with comic
books—both real and fictional (the Blue Panther is the star of his own series, where his
nemesis Kyrsnopompas has become an icon
of revolution)—that are meant to hammer
the prevailing message home. While the
mystery is silly and confusing, the film itself
is entertaining, with Fassbinder dressed in a
leopard-print suit and playing racquetball in a
police disco in his off hours. One can see the
ravages of drugs and alcohol on Fassbinder,
who is pale, pudgy, and often out of breath
(he died before the film was released). A cult
film that is more curio than classic, extras
include audio commentary by producer Regina Ziegler, a pair of bonus documentaries
by Gremm, and a booklet. A strong optional
purchase. (S. Axmaker)

Midnight Run HHH

Shout! Factory, 127 min., R,
Blu-ray: $34.99

The “midnight run” of
Martin Brest’s 1988 action
comedy is supposed to be
an easy job for skip tracer
and bounty hunter Jack Walsh (Robert De
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Niro). Walsh is hired to capture Jonathan
“The Duke” Mardukas (Charles Grodin), a
mild-mannered accountant who stole $15
million from the mob and then skipped bail,
and haul him across the country from New
York City to Los Angeles to testify in a trial.
Complications arise due to Duke’s fear of flying (which means going overland by car, bus,
train, or whatever is available), not to mention
competition from a rival bounty hunter, and
the fact that mobsters want to assassinate
Duke. The film is packed with impressive
action scenes but is carried by the odd couple
humor and comic chemistry between De
Niro, playing his first comedy role in a major
Hollywood film as the street-smart ex-cop
turned wily bounty hunter, and Grodin at
his low-key best as a hapless schlub who turns
out to be smarter and more honorable than he
first appears. Handcuffed together for most of
the film, their sparring is hilarious and their
growing affection for one another gives the
fast-paced film a beating heart. Dennis Farina
costars as the mob boss and Joe Pantoliano
is a double-crossing bail bondsman. Among
the slew of action comedies and mismatched
buddy films of the 1980s, this is one of the
best. Newly remastered for this Blu-ray release, extras include a new interview with De
Niro, as well as archival interviews and behind-the-scenes featurettes. Recommended.
(S. Axmaker)

On Guard/Five Day Lover
HHH1/2
Cohen, 2 discs, 216 min., in
French w/English subtitles, not
rated, Blu-ray: $49.99

A follow-up to Cohen’s
double bill of Philippe de
Broca’s The Man from Rio and Up to His Ears
(VL-7/15), this Blu-ray set presents two more
films by the esteemed French director. Five
Day Lover (1961) is a cheerful black-andwhite sex farce about Claire (Jean Seberg), a
young wife bored with her pedantic husband,
Georges (François Périer). Claire takes up
with caddish bon vivant Antoine (Jean-Pierre
Cassel), but Antoine is also the paramour of
Claire’s friend Madeleine (Micheline Presle),
a wealthy fashion designer who invites all
three to a party to ruin the affair. It’s a genial
Gallic diversion, lighthearted and breezy,
with just a touch of poignancy. By contrast,
On Guard (1997) is a big, colorful swashbuckler in which swordsman-acrobat Lagardère
(Daniel Auteuil) rescues and raises Aurore,
the orphaned daughter of his noble master
Nevers (Vincent Pérez), who was murdered
by his dastardly cousin Gonzague (Fabrice
Luchini). Years later, Lagardère returns to
Paris with the grown Aurore (Marie Gillain)
to take vengeance on Gonzague and claim
her rightful inheritance. Filled with action,
romance, and intrigue—as well as deliciously
committed performances—the film captures
the spirit of the novel, Paul Fèval’s 1858 Le
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Bossu. Extras for On Guard include a behindthe-scenes featurette, and cast and crew
interviews. Highly recommended. (F. Swietek)

The Outsider HH

Olive, 122 min., R, DVD:
$24.99, Blu-ray: $29.99

Based on Colin Leinster’s
1980 novel The Heritage of
Michael Flaherty, director
Tony Luraschi’s same-year
film adaptation is a dour
drama that disproves Robert Frost’s adage
that good fences make good neighbors. Craig
Wasson stars as Leinster’s eponymous hero,
who ships out to Belfast during the height of
the Troubles after returning disillusioned and
aimless from Vietnam with a taste for righteous action still hot in his mouth. Seeking to
uphold the honor of his Irish roots, Flaherty
enlists in the IRA to aid the cause of ridding
the country of “invading” British militants
and reinstate Ireland’s independence from
the United Kingdom. Starry-eyed from tales
of familial valor and the prospect of having
finally found his purpose, Flaherty’s expectations are constantly dashed, whether it’s
being holed up in a safe house or facing the
grim inevitability of having to execute British officials guerrilla-style, to say nothing of
the bloodshed occurring just outside in the
streets nearly every hour. Even his startup
romance with a local mother (Patricia Quinn)
comes with a bracing dose of reality as she
constantly derides the violent tactics of the
IRA, favoring a more peaceable, diplomatic
approach. What Flaherty doesn’t realize is
that he is simply being used as a pawn. The
Outsider suffers from a general lassitude that
finds its root in Flaherty himself; he’s a character who things happen to, rather than one
who makes them happen. As such, moments
of personal drama are fleeting or played too
broadly, although the nationalistic conflict is
effectively embodied in a handful of sequences that downplay hardships as miniscule as
food rationing and as tragic as infanticide
with a practiced weariness that matches the
gray, rainy weather. Optional. (J. Cruz)

Road House HHH

Kino Lorber, 95 min., not rated,
Blu-ray: $29.95

Not to be confused with
the 1989 Patrick Swayze
bar bouncer movie, this
Road House (1948) is a solid
movie noir with a rural setting. Ida Lupino
stars as Lily Stevens, a big city chanteuse in a
romantic triangle with hunky but impassive
Pete Morgan (Cornel Wilde) and pathologically jealous Jefferson Robbins (Richard
Widmark). Stevens sashays into the titular
road house as Robbins’s “discovery,” exuding
brassy attitude as she clashes with Morgan,
the joint’s practical manager. The antagonism
is instant, the attraction a matter of time,
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and the showdown with the psychotically
possessive Robbins inevitable. While the
title and plot sound a little tawdry, this is
actually a handsome production that puts
urban toughness into a back-country town
setting, and it gives Lupino a terrific role as a
saloon singer who croons “One For My Baby
(And One More For the Road),” one of the
great American standards of lost love and
late night regret. Director Jean Negulesco
creates the rural community entirely on a
studio set, turning it into an atmospheric
prison cut off from the world by fog and
mist. Boasting a terrific cast, this should
appeal to fans of Hollywood classics and
film noir. Bowing on Blu-ray, extras include
audio commentary by film historians Kim
Morgan and Eddie Muller, and a behindthe-scenes featurette. Recommended. (S.
Axmaker)

A Scandal in Paris /
Lured HHH

Cohen, 2 discs, 202 min., not
rated, Blu-ray: $55.99

Douglas Sirk, the German-born filmmaker who
fled Europe for Hollywood
during World War II, became famous for
mixing social commentary into his sophisticated, glossy melodramas in the 1950s, but
he spent years working his way up from B
movies and studio programmers. This collection presents two of his early American
films, low-budget period pieces starring
George Sanders. In A Scandal in Paris (1946),
Sanders stars as suave con man and criminal mastermind Vidocq, bringing a mix of
bemusement, blasé attitude, and aristocratic
poise to the role. It’s based on the (highly
dubious) memoirs of a real-life rascal who
claims to have become chief of police of
19th-century Paris while continuing his life
of crime. Sirk’s continental wit and playfulness coupled with Sanders’s droll delivery
and impeccable manners add a knowing
wink to the production. Lured (1947) stars
Lucille Ball as Sandra Carpenter, a brash
and worldly American showgirl in London
who is persuaded by Scotland Yard to act
as bait to catch a suspected killer. Sanders
costars as Robert Fleming, a cultured ladies’
man and theater producer who becomes a
suspect. This stylish Victorian mystery is
less thriller than witty cat-and-mouse game
and it also features Boris Karloff showing
off his knack for comedy in a small role as
another suspect. Both films are triumphs
of design and visual ingenuity: A Scandal
in Paris suggests a Paris in miniature while
Lured uses fog-drenched atmosphere to conjure up London without leaving the studio.
Satisfying costume dramas with a satirical
edge, both films bow on Blu-ray with audio
commentaries by film historians (Wade
Major on A Scandal in Paris, Jeremy Arnold
on Lured). Recommended. (S. Axmaker)
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The Story of the Last
Chrysanthemum
HHH1/2

Criterion, 143 min., in
Japanese w/English subtitles,
not rated, DVD: $29.99, Bluray: $39.99

Considered by most critics to be the first masterpiece by the great
Japanese filmmaker Kenji Mizoguchi, the
1939 classic The Story of the Last Chrysanthemum is a story of art, love, and sacrifice in
the world of kabuki theatre. The narrative
centers on spoiled, arrogant actor Kikunosuke
(Shôtarô Hanayagi), adopted son of a great
kabuki master, who believes the glib flattery
lavished on him by his father’s friends and
jaded geishas, until the family nursemaid—
modest, honest peasant Otoku (Kakuko
Mori)—confronts him with the truth of his
hammy performances and his poor reputation, while encouraging him to improve. But
Kikunosuke’s family sends Otoku away, and
he leaves the family troupe, determined to
make it on his own. Again, Otoku appears
to offer support, becoming his common-law
wife although she is fully aware that once
Kikunosuke proves himself and returns to
Tokyo, she will have to leave him. Mizoguchi
is not actually criticizing the social order that
separates the classes here—which modern
audiences might assume—but merely using
it as the basis for a heartfelt tragedy. This is a
film built on the belief that great art is worthy
of huge sacrifice, even as it also recognizes
that such sacrifice is as tragic as it is noble.
Mizoguchi directs in lovely long takes while
coaxing subdued performances that suggest
the anxiety and emotion under the public
show of manners. The film also features
long scenes of classical kabuki performances,
which add to its historical value. Presented
with a new restoration, extras include an interview with film critic Phillip Lopate, and an
essay by film scholar Dudley Andrew. Highly
recommended. (S. Axmaker)

A Taste of Honey HHH
Criterion, 100 min., not rated,
DVD: 2 discs, $29.99; Blu-ray:
$39.99

Director Tony Richardson helped launch the British “kitchen sink realism”
movement, exploring social
issues featuring working-class characters on
stage and screen. Richardson directed both
the stage production of playwright Shelagh
Delaney’s 1958 A Taste of Honey and this 1961
screen adaptation. Rita Tushingham made
her screen debut as Jo, the teenage daughter of
Helen (Dora Bryan), an alcoholic single mother who marries a fun-loving, hard-drinking
man. The rebellious Jo runs off, gets pregnant
from a brief affair with a shy black sailor, and
becomes roommates with a young gay man
(Murray Melvin) who looks after her during
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the pregnancy until Helen tracks her down
and steps in to help, stirring up old conflicts.
The film is set and shot in the northern port
town of Salford, where Richardson captures
the working-class shops and pubs of the town
and the industrial drear of the docks with a
documentary realism and a poetic eye that
finds beauty without romanticizing the poverty. The melodrama is downplayed in favor
of sensitive portraits of anxious, anguished
characters who feel abandoned by the world,
and in some cases by their own families. A
Taste of Honey won four BAFTA awards and
acting awards for Tushingham and Melvin at
Cannes. Newly restored, extras include new
interviews with Tushingham and Melvin,
archival interviews, Richardson’s 1956 short
documentary “Momma Don’t Allow,” and
an essay by film scholar Colin MacCabe.
Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Tell Me That You Love
Me, Junie Moon HHH
Olive, 113 min., PG, DVD:
$24.99, Blu-ray: $29.99

Maverick director Otto
Preminger’s wobbly mix
of pathos, tragedy, surrealism, and comedy carries an
ambiance unique to post-Woodstock 1970,
the year of the film’s release (Pete Seeger in
person does a stroll through the opening
credits while performing “Old Devil Time”).
Junie Moon (Liza Minnelli) is a headstrong
23-year-old whose comeliness is marred by a
cruel acid attack on her face by a deranged
date. Following a hospital stay, Junie cohabits
with fellow long-term patients—chiefly a
haunted epileptic (Ken Howard) and a wheelchair-bound “queer” (Robert Moore)—in
an eccentric dowager’s disused spare home
in a coastal town. The misfits aspire to a
dignified, independent lifestyle, despite love
triangles, community disapproval, and their
contentious personalities. Based on Marjorie
Kellogg’s 1968 novel, the film offers a relatively progressive portrayal of homosexuality
and interracial affairs. James Coco, Fred Williamson, Angelique Pettyjohn, and Leonard
Frey round out the cast. Recommended.
(C. Cassady)

To Have and Have Not
HHH1/2

Warner, 100 min., not rated,
Blu-ray: $21.99

To Have and Have Not is
one of the most beloved
romantic dramas of the
Golden Age of Hollywood thanks to the
smoldering chemistry of stars Humphrey
Bogart and Lauren Bacall, a 19-year-old
model who made her memorable screen
debut in this classic. Although based on
Ernest Hemingway’s 1937 novel (featuring
a script co-written by William Faulkner),
the story essentially reworks Casablanca in
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a Caribbean setting, with Bogart as Harry
Morgan, a cynical fishing boat captain in
Martinique who reluctantly helps out the
French Resistance and falls in love with
smoky singer Marie Browning (Bacall).
Hoagy Carmichael is the club piano player
and Walter Brennan creates a memorable
character as Harry’s jittery but loyal alcoholic pal. The wartime patriotism is par
for the course for a 1944 feature and the
studio recreation of the Caribbean is done
on the cheap, sketched in with stock studio
tropical sets and painted backdrops, but
it hardly matters. Howard Hawks directs
masterfully, bringing a conventional tale
to life with beautifully crafted scenes and
colorful dialogue. Bacall here delivers the
classic lines, “You know how to whistle,
don’t you? You just put your lips together
and... blow.” Ultimately, however, it comes
down to the superb chemistry between
the stars, who fell in love in real life and
married a year later. Remastered for Blu-ray,
extras here include a behind-the-scenes
featurette, a vintage cartoon with Bogie
and Bacall caricatures, and a radio adaptation of the fi lm with the two stars. Highly
recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Transformers: The Movie
HHH
Shout! Factory, 85 min., PG,
DVD: $14.99, Blu-ray: 2 discs,
$29.99

This 1986 theatrical cartoon—inspired by the TV
series tied to a toy line—
earned some notoriety as the ignoble fi nal
screen credit for Orson Welles, voice of a
voracious villain who is literally the size of a
planet: Unicron, an enormous entity heading for Earth (of 2005!) and meddling in the
ongoing war between the Autobots and the
Decepticons. The frantically paced pre-CGI
line-art animation is only marginally better
than what appeared on the small screen,
and the soundtrack is nonstop 1980s arena
rock (and Weird Al Yankovic’s “Dare to be
Stupid”). This 30th-anniversary edition is
packed with extras, including a new retrospective documentary, behind-the-scenes
featurettes, storyboards, and an informative
commentary track with director Nelson
Shin, voice actress Susan Blu, and others.
The discontinuation of the Optimus Prime
action-figure dictated the hero robot’s onscreen death, a seriously traumatic event
for kiddie fans. Viewers will also learn
that Welles (with only weeks to live) was
a charming fellow; more prickly was the
studio’s relationship with Lebanese-American DJ Casey Kasem, a voice actor known
to demand script rewrites when material
stooped to Arab stereotypes. And Scatman
Crothers regaled his voice actor costars with
tales of working with Stanley Kubrick on
The Shining. Recommended. (C. Cassady)
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Wild in the Streets
HH1/2

Olive, 97 min., R, DVD: $19.99,
Blu-ray: $29.99

Director Barry Shear’s
1968 film—produced by
American International
Pictures (AIP), which specialized in low-budget horror fl icks, beach
movies, and teen drive-in fare (many of
them Roger Corman fi lms)—stars Christopher Jones as Max Frost, a rock star who
leads a youth uprising to drop the voting
age to 14 and then gets elected to the Oval
Office. What might initially appear to be
an empowerment fantasy is actually a sour
satire of youth culture gone fascist, more
in line with adult fears than teenage fantasies. Once in power, the radical teens dose
reservoirs across the nation with LSD and
toss everyone over 35 into concentration
camps. That’s par for the course for AIP,
which had a habit of spiking their drive-in
youth fi lms with portraits of teen heroes as
immature, misguided, self-destructive, and
ultimately in need of guidance from the
adult generation. Wild in the Streets depicts
youth culture as a force of chaos, decadence,
and reckless anarchy, but it does have fun
with the sheer outrageousness of the prem-

ise, which has earned the fi lm cult status.
Shelley Winters takes top billing as Max’s
doting mother, a smothering caricature
who rides his coattails to power, oblivious
of her own vulnerability as a parental figure in a teenage revolution, and Richard
Pryor makes his screen debut as Stanley X,
resident revolutionary anthropologist and
the drummer in Max’s band. The film’s
signature song “Shape of Things to Come”
remains one of the anthems of the ‘60s. A
strong optional purchase. (S. Axmaker)

Online
Visit Video Librarian Online (www.
videolibrarian.com) during November
and December for DVD/Blu-ray-specific
comments added to the video movies
reviewed here, as well as new reviews,
including: Absolutely Fabulous: The Movie,
Bad Moms, Finding Dory, Hell or High Water,
Indignation, I.T., Kubo and the Two Strings,
Morris From America, Nerve, Who’s Driving
Doug, and Zoom. Also look for reviews of
classic films, including: The Adventure of
Sherlock Holmes’ Smarter Brother, Man in
the Wilderness, and much more!

COHEN MEDIA GROUP PRESENTS
“TWISTY, NEUROTIC AND
LOTS OF FUN!”
- TIME OUT (NEW YORK)

NOMINATED FOR
4 ACADEMY AWARDS®
SUDDEN FEAR

- DIRECTED BY DAVID MILLER
STARRING JOAN CRAWFORD AND JACK PALANCE
STREET DATE: DECEMBER 13, 2016
SRP: $34.98

This rediscovered film noir masterpiece
stars Joan Crawford as a successful
playwright married to a less than stellar
actor (Jack Palance) with a troubling
secret. She soon discovers that he not
only married her for her money but that
he plans to murder her with the help of
his lover (Gloria Grahame in a performance The New York Times hailed as
“hard, brash and sexy”).
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TV on Video
11.22.63 HH1/2

Warner, 2 discs, 439 min., not
rated, DVD: $29.99, Blu-ray:
$39.99

This Hulu-aired miniseries based on Stephen King’s
titular 2011 bestseller centers on a Maine teacher who
travels back in time in an effort to prevent the
assassination of President John F. Kennedy.
Executive produced by J.J. Abrams, the series
necessarily indulges in some abbreviation (the
book is one of the author’s major doorstops),
but overall does it justice. James Franco brings
his somewhat dazed persona to the central
role of Jake, the man who discovers that
tinkering with time can produce unintended consequences (and that even bad things
might have happened for a reason). Of course,
not all of Jake’s time in the 1960s is taken up
with his investigation of Lee Harvey Oswald
(Daniel Webber) and possible conspiracies to
kill the president; there’s also a romantic possibility with a librarian (Sarah Gadon), who
unfortunately has a dangerous ex-husband.
11.22.63 has a rather old-fashioned feel—
which fits well with the many miniseries
made from King’s earlier books—and viewers
must often be willing to suspend logic, but
while not in the same league as HBO’s best
series, this one does show that Hulu is capable
of producing original programming that is
worth watching. Presenting all eight episodes of this 2016 miniseries, extras include
a “making-of” featurette. A strong optional
purchase. (F. Swietek)

19-2: Season 2 HHH

Acorn, 3 discs, 444 min., not
rated, DVD: $49.99

The second season of this
Canadian drama centering
on beat cops working in one
of the most dangerous districts of Montreal features
a gripping and startling opening episode.
Nick (Adrian Holmes) and Ben (Jared Keeso)
respond to a high school shooting where an
angry teenage boy with automatic weapons
plans to kill as many as possible. It is a nightmare situation that follows the police (other
members of the Station 19 division soon
arrive) as they sweep the school to clear out
students and teachers and stop the shooter.
The scenario is filmed with long, handheld
takes that keep the audience locked into the
perspective of the cops, and the reverberations of this ordeal echo through the rest of
the episodes as Ben grapples with PTSD after
being the one to take down the killer. This
sets the tone for the season, in which the 19
is rocked with scandals as officers are caught
on camera clashing with civilians, and Ben
works with the internal affairs division to
find out who has been leaking information to
organized crime. An investigation into teenage prostitutes leads to a child pornography
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ring with links to powerful officials and an
unexpected partner in their own division.
While there is plenty of drama on hand, the
strength of the show still lies in its portrait
of the dangerous nature of the job and how
characters are affected (and in some cases
deeply damaged) by the accompanying stress
and anxiety, all the while offering a frank presentation of real-life issues common to police
officers, from alcoholism and anger management to divorce and violence. Compiling all
10 episodes from the 2015 second season,
extras include behind-the-scenes featurettes
and interviews. (S. Axmaker)

The Affair: Season Two
HHH

Paramount, 5 discs, 703 min.,
not rated, DVD: $42.99

The second season of the
Showtime drama about an
affair between frustrated
New York Cit y novelist
Noah Solloway (Dominic West) and Montauk waitress Alison Bailey (Ruth Wilson)
picks up with the publication of Noah’s
bestselling novel, which twists real-life events
into fiction and reverberates through the
lives of the principals and the community of
Montauk. The first season limited the show’s
perspectives to Noah and Alison, but the
second adds Helen (Maura Tierney), Noah’s
wife and the mother of their four children,
and Cole (Joshua Jackson), Alison’s husband,
as they all work through separation, divorce,
and new relationships. It also flashes forward
to the arrest and trial of Noah for a hit-andrun that killed Cole’s brother, a drug dealer
and junkie with plenty of enemies, but saves
the revelation of what really happened for
the season finale. Given that viewers are
expecting some sort of twist, creators Hagai
Levi and Sarah Treem wind up delivering a
double whammy that gives the trial sequences
unexpected resonance. The Affair is a difficult
series to watch, with its flawed characters,
anger, resentment, and emotional damage,
but the fact that this is a serious adult drama is also its strength, centering on people
fumbling through good and bad times with a
mix of selfishness and generosity. Presenting
all 12 episodes from the 2015 second season,
extras include behind-the-scenes featurettes.
Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

American Crime Story:
The People v. O.J.
Simpson HHHH

Fox, 498 min., not rated, DVD:
4 discs, $39.99; Blu-ray: 3
discs, $49.99

What might have initially
seemed to be a grossly exploitative TV event—an FX-aired miniseries
about the O.J. Simpson trial—turned out to
be a triumph for its makers, earning well-deserved critical accolades and Emmys for
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Outstanding Limited Miniseries and leading
performers Sarah Paulson and Courtney B.
Vance as the chief courtroom antagonists,
prosecutor Marcia Clark and defense attorney
Johnnie Cochran. Based on Jeffrey Toobin’s
1996 book The Run of His Life: The People v.
O.J. Simpson, this intelligent and incisive adaptation effectively presents the many twists
and turns of the case while also conveying
the underlying racial tensions that played
so great a part in the outcome (the series is
particularly good at dramatizing the gulf
between African Americans and the police,
which is still a major problem). The cast is
impressive down the line, with Nathan Lane
(as F. Lee Bailey), David Schwimmer (as Simpson’s friend Robert Kardashian), and Sterling
K. Brown (as Clark’s associate Christopher
Darden) standing out among the ensemble
cast. The only exceptions are John Travolta,
who gives a highly mannered performance
as Simpson’s chief lawyer Robert Shapiro,
and Cuba Gooding Jr., who tries valiantly
but is simply too lightweight to be entirely
believable as Simpson. Presenting all 10 episodes of the 2016 first season of this crime
anthology series, extras include a “making of”
featurette and an interactive timeline. Highly
recommended. Editor’s Choice. (F. Swietek)

Arrow: The Complete
Fourth Season HHH

Warner, 1,018 min., not rated,
DVD: 5 discs, $49.99; Blu-ray:
4 discs, $54.98

The series that kicked off
the DC Comics universe
of TV shows on the CW
network continues to lean toward the dark
side of the genre. Anchored by Green Arrow
(Stephen Amell), the masked alter ego of millionaire playboy turned brooding shipwreck
survivor Oliver Queen, Arrow has built an
entire crime-fighting team around the nocturnal vigilante, including Arrow’s computer
genius/hacker girlfriend Felicity (Emily Bett
Rickards); assistant District Attorney Laurel
Lance (Katie Cassidy), who is also masked
hero Black Canary; his former bodyguard
John Diggle (David Ramsey), a special forces
veteran; and his sister Thea (Willa Holland),
who has been trained in martial arts and archery and joins the masked squad as Speedy.
This season they take on Damian Darhk, a
megalomaniac bent on world domination
using magic as his superpower. Played with a
self-satisfied smile and snappy gusto by Neal
McDonough, Darhk is one of the best things
in this season that sometimes gets bogged
down in personal melodrama, romantic spats,
and family sparks. Felicity breaks it off with
Oliver after he lies to her about a former affair,
Diggle clashes with his estranged brother (a
mercenary working for Darhk), and a major
character is killed towards the end, upping
the stakes of the climactic closing battle.
Arrow remains popular on the youth-skewing
network, anchoring a growing universe of
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TV superhero shows that appeal to young
adults and graphic novel fans. Compiling all
23 episodes from the 2015-16 fourth season,
extras include behind-the-scenes featurettes,
deleted scenes, and a gag reel. Recommended.
(S. Axmaker)

Ash vs Evil Dead: The
Complete First Season
HHH

Anchor Bay, 2 discs, 294 min.,
TV-MA, DVD: $39.99, Blu-ray:
$49.99

Bruce Campbell returns
to the role that made him a
cult movie icon in this horror comedy series
produced by Campbell and Sam Raimi, the
director of the original Evil Dead films. Ash vs
Evil Dead picks up 30 years after the movies,
with Campbell’s Ash now a career underachiever still working as a box store clerk and
using his stories as lines to pick up women.
When Ash reads from the Book of the Dead
(which he just happens to keep under the
bed in his trailer home) during a seduction,
he inadvertently unleashes demons into the
world and is forced to go back into action
to stop a new Hell on earth. Ash is a little
paunchier, a little dumber, but just as bullheaded, and he has his old chainsaw (which
he straps to the stump of his arm), as well as a
pair of apprentice sidekicks (Ray Santiago and
Dana DeLorenzo) who he regales with stories
and lessons in demon hunting in between
comically violent, blood-and-guts-spattered
battles with monsters. Lucy Lawless has a
recurring role as a mystery woman who is
also following a trail of supernatural deaths.
Made for the Starz network, this show features
the same mix of slapstick humor, over-the-top
gore, and wild supernatural horror as the Evil
Dead films. Presenting all 10 episodes from
the 2015-16 debut season, extras include episode commentaries and behind-the-scenes
featurettes. Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

The Blacklist: The
Complete Third Season
HHH
Sony, 5 discs, 981 min., not
rated, DVD: $65.99, Blu-ray:
$75.99

This high-concept conspiracy/espionage thriller
about an elite FBI team tasked with tracking
down international criminals is ostensibly an
ensemble action series featuring a crack team
of agents and analysts, but the overpowering
presence of James Spader as renegade agent
and international criminal turned FBI informant Raymond “Red” Reddington is still the
real draw of the series. Red has come out of
hiding to protect Liz Keen (Megan Boone), an
FBI profiler framed for murder by a powerful
government cabal. The series continues its
established formula, with each episode focused on apprehending a different criminal
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identified by Red while the larger conspiracy
plays out through the course of the season,
which begins with Liz on the run with Red,
trying to clear her name even as her former
teammates are assigned to bring her in. Liz’s
outlaw life ends halfway through the season,
when she returns to active duty, but more
twists arrive when she gives birth to a child
and she and ex-husband Tom (Ryan Eggold)
attempt to create a normal life in a world filled
with international supervillains, corrupt
government figures, and revenge-minded
criminals. Along with Spader’s larger-thanlife performance, the show features inventive
action scenes, impressive production values,
and high-caliber guest stars, including David
Strathairn, Christine Lahti, Fisher Stevens,
Paul Reubens, Famke Janssen, Tony Shalhoub, and Brian Dennehy. Compiling all
23 episodes from the 2015-16 third season,
extras include behind-the-scenes featurettes
(exclusive to the Blu-ray edition are episode
commentaries, additional featurettes, and
deleted and extended scenes). Recommended.
(S. Axmaker)

Blindspot: The Complete
First Season HHH
Warner, 978 min., not rated,
DVD: 5 discs, $49.99; Blu-ray:
4 discs, $54.99

N B C ’s ac t ion t h r i l l er Blindspot begins with a
doozy of a hook: a naked woman crawls out
of a mysterious bag left abandoned in Times
Square, her body covered in enigmatic tattoos
and her memory completely blank. The FBI
calls her Jane Doe (Jaimie Alexander) and the
name of Special Agent Kurt Weller (Sullivan
Stapleton) is etched across her back. Each
tattoo is a puzzle that leads Weller’s team
to an unsolved crime or hidden conspiracy.
Meanwhile, Jane finds that she has the reflexes and training of a Navy SEAL and joins
Weller, but also discovers that she herself
helped mastermind the conspiracy that she
is investigating. Blindspot features hidden
agendas, secret government agencies, and a
crack unit of professionals tossed into dangerous situations and violent battles, with each
episode presenting a single investigation from
start to finish while adding pieces to the larger
story. In some ways it plays like a network TV
version of a Cinemax action series, with precise execution and a big budget for elaborate
action scenes, built around another absurdly
elaborate conspiracy plot with deep mysteries, complex puzzles, and obscure clues. The
impressive action scenes and production
values help overcome the more arcane hints
and unlikely twists, and the cast matches
the material with seriousness, intensity, and
impressive physical commitment. Compiling
all 23 episodes from the 2015-16 debut season,
extras include an audio commentary, behindthe-scenes featurettes, deleted scenes, and a
gag reel. Recommended. (S. Axmaker)
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Blunt Talk H1/2

Anchor Bay, 2 discs, 312 min.,
TV-MA, DVD: $39.99

Set in the news department of a TV channel called
UBS, this Starz-aired series
serves up an obvious homage to the off-kilter broadcasting displayed in Sidney Lumet’s 1976
classic Network. But whereas Lumet’s film
presented an intellectually jolting satire of TV
news, Blunt Talk delivers incessant vulgarity
and inane situations that are vaguely tied to
the media business. Patrick Stewart plays Walter Blunt, an expatriate British news anchor
with a penchant for outrageous behavior—
during the opening episode, he is arrested
for sex with a transgender prostitute and he
kicks a police officer in the groin. Efforts to
rein in Blunt’s over-the-top antics inevitably
backfire, especially since he is surrounded by
sycophantic enablers who inevitably fuel his
worst instincts. Also on hand are an associate
producer with a foot fetish, a tacky neighbor
who produces porn videos, and a manager
(Jacki Weaver) with an Alzheimer’s-afflicted
husband who spoons with Blunt in his office
to get him in the right mood for broadcasting. The show does feature some fun guest
appearances, most notably Richard Lewis as
a neurotic psychiatrist and Moby as an overly
exuberant music teacher. But Stewart is often
enervated when he should be energetic, and
too often seems to be phoning in his performance—which is understandable given the
dismal situations and puerile dialogue (this
is executive produced by Seth MacFarland,
after all). Compiling all 10 episodes from the
2015 debut season, extras include behindthe-scenes featurettes. Not recommended.
(P. Hall)

Castle: The Complete
Eighth and Final Season
HH1/2

Buena Vista, 5 discs, 946 min.,
TV-PG, DVD: $45.99

The eighth and final season of this lighthearted TV
mystery series adds a new
character—former British special agent
turned private contractor Hayley Shipton
(Toks Olagundoye)—to give mystery writer
Castle (Nathan Fillion) someone to work with,
since Stana Katic, who plays his wife and
crime-solving partner Captain Kate Beckett,
took a smaller role in the show. That makes
for a weaker season, as the witty banter and
romantic chemistry between Castle and Beckett is the main draw. The storyline has Beckett
separated from Castle to protect him from her
secret investigations, and Castle working on
cases in his private detective business, which
his daughter Alexis (Molly C. Quinn) runs
with the help of Hayley. Although the separation is short lived, the pair keep up the pretense, which only fools their colleagues Javier
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(Jon Huertas) and Kevin (Seamus Dever) for so
long. As with past seasons, the best episodes
offer Castle the opportunity to let his creative
side go wild, but the show wraps with a rather
abrupt conclusion that was tacked on at the
last minute when the series was cancelled.
Castle was a breezy, self-aware, fun series, but
its final season is inconsistent and comes up
short on the character chemistry that made it
so successful. Compiling all 22 episodes from
the 2015-16 eighth season, extras include
episode commentaries, behind-the-scene
featurettes, deleted scenes, and bloopers. A
strong optional purchase. (S. Axmaker)

Chicago P.D.: Season
Three HH1/2

Universal, 6 discs, 1,099 min.,
not rated, DVD: $44.99

Jason Beghe leads the
squad in this Dick Wolf-produced cop drama, playing
Hank Voight, a tough, oldschool cop who takes a paternal interest in his
officers, especially Erin (Sophia Bush), who he
mentored from an early age. As the season
begins, Erin spirals into a life of alcohol and
drugs under the influence of her mother
(Markie Post), but she returns to help when
her former boyfriend, an undercover cop with
the gang squad, is captured and ransomed for
police intelligence. Voight’s elite unit features
Jon Seda and Jesse Lee Soffer as younger detectives, and Elias Koteas as a veteran from
the days of squad corruption who discovers
that he has a daughter from an affair. This
season includes a grim crossover with Law &
Order: SVU involving an escaped serial killer,
and it ends with Voight’s son murdered by
a small-time crook, which propels the lawman to take care of things the old Chicago
way: with violence. This is a traditional cop
procedural that follows a familiar genre formula in which each episode broaches a new
case (most of which are wrapped up by the
credits), and character arcs play out over the
season. Presenting all 23 episodes from the
2015-16 third season, extras include crossover
episodes and a behind-the-scenes featurette.
A strong optional purchase. (S. Axmaker)

Churchill’s Secret HHH
PBS, 110 min., not rated, DVD:
$34.99

In 1953, during his final
term as Great Britain’s Prime
Minister, Winston Churchill suffered a stroke, and
his staff reacted by covering
up his condition until he was able to regain
the use of his faculties sufficiently to reappear
in public, some four months later. Nowadays,
that sort of political deception would be
considered scandalously undemocratic, but
in this PBS-aired TV movie broadcast on Masterpiece, the incident is presented as a heroic
act performed in the name of the public good.
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(Of course, the rationale for Churchill’s determination to hold onto office—he thought he
could arrange a rapprochement between U.S.
President Eisenhower and the post-Stalin Soviet leadership—was an illusion). Regardless
of how one views the propriety of the “secret,”
this film is classy in every respect, from the elegant settings and genteel atmosphere to the
magisterial performance of Michael Gambon
as the stricken bulldog PM. It is not a strict
docudrama, being based on Jonathan Smith’s
2015 novel The Churchill Secret KBO, featuring
a fictional young nurse named Millie Appleyard (Romola Garai) whose not-always-tender
mercies are essential to Churchill’s recovery.
Lindsay Duncan also shines as Lady Churchill, although the brutally waspish treatment
of Winston’s children—presented as smug,
condescending, and alcoholic—adds a note
of nasty humor to this otherwise fine historical drama. Extras include cast and crew
interviews. Recommended. (F. Swietek)

DC’s Legends of
Tomorrow: The Complete
First Season HH1/2
Warner, 681 min., not rated,
DVD: 4 discs, $39.99; Blu-ray:
2 discs, $44.99

T he DC Com ics u niverse of interconnected
TV shows launched its first genuine team
series with Legends of Tomorrow, featuring
characters previously introduced on earlier
shows. From Arrow comes Brandon Routh as
Atom and Caity Lotz as White Canary, while
The Flash supplies Wentworth Miller and
Dominic Purcell as villains Captain Cold
and Heat Wave (playing for the good guys
here), along with Prof. Martin Stein (Victor
Garber). New heroes include Jefferson “Jax”
Jackson (Franz Drameh), who becomes
Firestorm; Ciara Renée as Hawkgirl; and Falk
Hentschel as Hawkman. The team is put
together by rogue Time Master Rip Hunter
(Arthur Darvill), a time traveler from the
future who takes the heroes through history
to fight eternal supervillain Vandal Savage
(Caspar Crump). Developed by Arrow and
The Flash creator Greg Berlanti, the series
struggles to find its balance and establish an
identity, with the sheer number of characters ensuring that too many will be underdeveloped, especially Darvill’s Time Master
(who can’t help but draw comparisons to the
much more engaging time traveling hero he
costarred with in Doctor Who). Legends of
Tomorrow feels more engineered than written—unlike previous CW superhero shows,
this is not based on an established comic
book or inspired by particular stories—and
it disappointed many fans of the other DC
Comics shows. Compiling all 16 episodes
from the 2016 debut season, extras include
behind-the-scenes featurettes, a 2015
Comic-Con panel, and a gag reel. A strong
optional purchase. (S. Axmaker)
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Elementary: The Fourth
Season HHH

Paramount, 6 discs, 1,017 min.,
not rated, DVD: $64.99

The fourth season of this
modern update on Arthur
Conan Doyle’s classic character Sherlock Holmes—set
in contemporary New York City—opens with
Sherlock (Jonny Lee Miller) recovering from
his relapse into heroin addiction and facing
criminal charges while Dr. Joan Watson (Lucy
Liu) tries to help him repair relations with
the NYPD. But along with the regular cases
they pursue—as both police consultants and
private investigators—the pair also cope with
a new challenge: the arrival of Sherlock’s
estranged father Morland (John Noble),
who ostensibly wants to reconnect with his
brilliant but troubled son. A powerful businessman with international connections,
Morland uses his influence to have Sherlock
reinstated with the police, but that only raises
suspicions about his father’s motives. Along
with the family drama, this season features
an adaptation of The Hound of the Baskervilles
updated with modern technology and a romantic relationship for Sherlock in the form
of a brilliant woman (Betty Gilpin) with a
social disorder that makes it difficult for her
to interact with people. Aidan Quinn and
Jon Michael Hill have less to do this season
as Captain Gregson and Detective Bell, but
the strength of the show still lies in Miller’s
superb interpretation of the iconic detective
in a modern context and his relationship with
Liu’s sharp Watson, who remains protective of
Holmes. Elementary receives less acclaim than
the BBC’s Sherlock but offers a more interesting take on Holmes and a deeper exploration
of his personality and emotional struggles.
Presenting all 24 episodes from the 2015-16
fourth season, extras include behind-thescenes featurettes, deleted scenes, and a gag
reel. Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Endeavour: The
Complete Third Season
HHH1/2
PBS, 2 discs, 360 min., not
rated, DVD: $39.99, Blu-ray:
$49.99

This prequel series to
Inspector Morse, focusing
on the early years of DC Endeavour Morse
(Shaun Evans) in Oxford, is a darker show
than either Morse or its contemporary sequel
Inspector Lewis. The third season begins with
Morse out of prison (after being arrested for
a crime he didn’t commit), secluding himself
in a remote cabin. Meanwhile, his senior
officer, DI Thursday (Roger Allam), exits the
hospital after a near-fatal shooting, and he is
investigating a murder which, coincidentally,
occurs near Morse’s cabin. Morse can’t help
but get involved and he inevitably rejoins
the department. In the final mystery of the

N O V E M B E R / D E C E M B E R

2 0 1 6

season, Morse takes the sergeant’s exam and
becomes a hostage in a bank robbery that goes
sideways. The corruption of past seasons is
played down while Morse becomes more of a
tragic figure, struggling with his fear of emotional connection. Some of the mysteries are
a bit farfetched in their solutions but the portrait of Oxford and police culture in the 1960s
is fascinating. This is an era when even good
cops beat suspects to obtain information,
something that puts the non-violent Morse
at odds with Thursday, a mentor and in some
ways father figure to the intellectually gifted
but emotionally remote Morse. Compiling all
four feature-length mysteries (in their uncut
British versions) from the 2016 third season,
extras include a behind-the-scenes featurette
and cast interviews. Highly recommended.
(S. Axmaker)

The Flash: The Complete
Second Season HHH
Warner, 1,020 min., not rated,
DVD: 6 discs, $49.99; Blu-ray:
4 discs, $60.99

In stark contrast to its
sister CW superhero series
Arrow, this is an optimistic
superhero drama, centering on Barry Allen
(played with energetic enthusiasm by Grant
Gustin), who gets a charge out of being a
hero and works with a supportive team of
family members and S.T.A.R. Labs scientists.
The second season—pitting Flash and his
cohorts against Zoom, a speedster villain intent on stealing Flash’s power and conquering
Earth—features episodes set in the alternate
dimension called Earth-2, where the familiar
characters have completely different lives and
personalities. Cisco (Carlos Valdes) becomes
Vibe, Teddy Sears plays Jay Garrick, the Flash
of Earth-2 (which comes right out of the Silver
Age comics, complete with the old-school
costume), and Tom Cavanagh returns as
an alternate dimension version of Harrison
Wells, only this time he’s a flinty, arrogant scientist who works with the good guys to stop
Zoom and save the world. This season also
features fan-favorite villains Captain Cold
(Wentworth Miller) and The Trickster (Mark
Hamill), and introduces a reborn Firestorm
(Franz Drameh) and new heroes Hawkman
(Falk Hentschel) and Hawkgirl (Ciara Renée).
Presenting all 23 episodes from the 2015-16
second season, extras include behind-thescenes featurettes, a 2015 Comic-Con panel,
deleted scenes, and a gag reel. Recommended.
(S. Axmaker)

The Girlfriend Experience
HHH
Anchor Bay, 2 discs, 359 min.,
TV-MA, DVD: $39.99, Blu-ray:
$49.99

Inspired by the movie of
the same name by Steven
Soderbergh, this dramat-
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ic series centers on a young law student,
Christine (Riley Keough), who becomes an
exclusive escort catering to the emotional as
well as physical needs of her clients. Rather
than serving up a simple remake, Soderbergh
handed the premise to independent filmmakers Lodge Kerrigan and Amy Seimetz, who developed their own approach, collaborated on
scripts, and traded off directing the episodes.
Christine is a strong, smart, confident, and
beautiful woman who begins an internship
at a powerful Chicago law firm while starting
her work as an escort to wealthy men. She has
no illusions that it is anything but a commercial transaction, a theme that carries through
her work at the firm, where she discovers
that her boss (Paul Sparks) is involved in an
unethical and illegal breach of contract with
a client. Harassed and threatened at work,
Christine fights back with tools developed
from her other career, which doesn’t always
serve her. The filmmakers use a very spare
and streamlined visual style—cool, neutral
colors, and anonymous, open professional
settings—that creates an alienated, impersonal atmosphere reflecting the artificiality
of intimacy. The Girlfriend Experience plays
more like an American independent film than
a serialized TV show, muting the emotional
collisions (Christine is careful to hide her
emotions from everyone) and melodramatic
twists in favor of focusing on Christine’s
experiences and the unexpected lessons she
learns. Compiling all 13 episodes from 2016,
extras include behind-the-scenes featurettes.
Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Gotham: The Complete
Second Season HHH

Warner, 960 min., not rated,
DVD: 6 discs, $49.99; Blu-ray:
4 discs, $54.99

Arkham Asylum continues to play a major role in
this pre-Batman-comics series focused on the early years of Gotham City
police detective Jim Gordon (Ben McKenzie)
and teenager Bruce Wayne (David Mazouz)
as they struggle to do right in their corrupt
city. As it charts the origins of such iconic
comic book characters as The Penguin, The
Riddler, and Catwoman, this season piles
on the villains, with the first half focusing
on mayoral candidate Theo Galavan (James
Frain) as he unleashes a crime wave on the
city and plots to wipe out the Wayne legacy
while posing as a law-and-order hero. The
second half shifts to Dr. Hugo Strange (BD
Wong), who runs Arkham Asylum and creates a dungeon-full of superpowered, often
insane villains in diabolic secret experiments.
Meanwhile, a new chief (Michael Chiklis)
frowns on the unconventional tactics that
Jim and his partner Harvey Bullock (Donal
Logue) use to battle the extreme criminals
infiltrating the underworld. Gotham remains
the most visually impressive superhero show
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on television, thanks to a film noir-inspired
visual style with old Hollywood sets and
lighting, as well as big action scenes. It’s also
one of the darkest, presenting a city overrun
with corrupt officials, powerful mobsters,
and vicious criminals: the crucible in which
Batman will be born. Compiling all 22 episodes from the 2015-16 second season, extras
include behind-the-scenes featurettes, a 2015
Comic-Con panel, and character profiles.
Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Halt and Catch Fire:
The Complete Second
Season HHH

Anchor Bay, 3 discs, 434 min.,
not rated, DVD: $49.99

The second season of this
cable drama about the first
digital revolution—i.e., the
creation of the initial PCs in the early 1980s—
switches focus from the ambitious business
dreams of Joe MacMillan (Lee Pace), a kind of
Don Draper for the ‘80s, and the engineering
breakthroughs of Gordon Clark (Scoot McNairy), to look at an independent computer
startup. “Mutiny” is essentially a garage business built from the ground up by punk coding
genius Cameron Howe (Mackenzie Davis)
alongside engineering and business veteran
Donna Clark (Kerry Bishé), and their struggle
in a business culture dominated by major
corporations becomes this season’s central
conflict. This is still set in the Silicon Desert
of Texas—before California became the center
of the tech world—but the focus on a business
that is created and run by women adds new
dimensions to the drama, from their fight
to be taken seriously in the male-dominated
industry, to Donna’s frustration with her husband Gordon as her career overshadows his.
Mutiny’s efforts to develop a business built on
a community connected through telephone
lines and online communications presages
an Internet driven more by the participants
than the designers, who are surprised to find
their chat rooms are more popular than their
online games. Interesting history meets fine
drama in this engaging show about ambition,
idealism, and creativity bumping up against
the practical challenges of making a profit
and fending off competitors who have more
money and less scruples. Compiling all 10
episodes from the 2015 sophomore season,
extras include behind-the-scenes featurettes,
and a set tour with Pace and McNairy. Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Inspector Lewis: Series 8
HHH
PBS, 2 discs, 270 min., not
rated, DVD: $29.99, Blu-ray:
$34.99

At this point in the popular British series Inspector
Lewis—a spin-off of the
equally popular Inspector Morse—Lewis
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Introducing Dreamscape Horizon: Where Education Meets Entertainment

A library-focused initiative, Dreamscape Horizon provides unique content on global and
trending topics, including titles aired on BBC, History, and PBS. Expand your collection with
intriguing documentaries and exciting television series, available exclusively from Dreamscape.
The Assange Agenda:
Surveillance, Democracy, and You
The Assange Agenda is a provocative film that has experts
looking deeper into the issues that Julian Assange is
pursuing in his aim to enter politics.
UPC: 857326006670

After Braveheart
Available
11/22/16!

The untold story of how the Scottish army tried to drive the
English out of Ireland 700 years ago.
UPC: 857326006748

75th
Anniversary
of Pearl
Harbor

Missing In the
Land of Gods
Join Jock and Di Chambers
on their heartbreaking travels
through India in search of
their missing son Ryan.
UPC: 857326006472

WWII: The Price of Empire
Prior to Germany’s invasion
of Poland, empires had been
in conflict since Japan’s
invasion of China in 1937. In
1941, the Japanese attacked
the American airbase at
Pearl Harbor, sparking global
conflict.

Against the Tide
Since the mid-1990s, more
than 20,000 migrants have
died in the Mediterranean
in their attempt to reach
Europe. This film shares the
extraordinary action taken
by activists from Africa and
Europe: raising awareness.

24 Hours: Police
Witness firsthand what
life is really like for police
and see the differences
between policing methods
and overall crime statistics
in each of four international
cities.

UPC: 857326006823

UPC: 857326006458

UPC: 857326006649

Video
Decorate Your Shelves with

These Christmas Classics
How to Catch an Elf
You’ve been waiting all year long, and
now it’s finally Christmas Eve! Is this the year you’ll
finally catch an elf?
UPC: 9781520057002

Click Clack Ho Ho Ho
Farmer Brown is busy decorating his home in
preparation for Santa’s arrival on Christmas Eve! But once
again, Duck has gotten the whole barnyard stuck in quite
a predicament! Will anyone be able to un-stuck Duck and
save Christmas?

Available
11/8/16!

COMING SOON: the follow-up from
New York Times bestselling creators
of How to Catch a Leprechaun!

Star Bright
This angelic and charming
Christmas story offers a
creative twist on the nativity
story.
“Reynolds frames this
Nativity story in a fresh way.”
— SLJ (video review)
UPC: 9781633795853

The Christmas Quiet Book
“This is a perfect windingdown video to enjoy amid
the hustle and bustle of the
holiday season.”
— SLJ (video review)
UPC: 9781633793460

UPC: 9781520018089

“A perfect Christmas read for any fans of Farmer Brown
and his farm animals.” — SLJ (video review)

The Smallest Gift
of Christmas
Young Roland learns that
more isn’t always better.
“…the illustration
and narration build
wonderfully…”
— SLJ (video review)
UPC: 9781633792265

Christmas Is...
An excellent children’s book
that encompasses all things
Christmas.
“…(a) loving overview of
the holiday.” — SLJ
UPC: 9781681418087

(Kevin Whatley) is retired from the department but continues to work as a consultant
on a contract basis, while his former junior
partner Hathaway (Laurence Fox), a brilliant
investigator with poor social skills and an
arrogant manner, is a Detective Sergeant in
his own right. With a new Chief Superintendent (Steve Toussaint) taking over the Oxford
Police, Lewis is concerned with making
sure that Hathaway has the tools he needs
to work well with others, in particular the
new chief (who Hathaway has a tendency
to rile up with sarcastic remarks). All of this
is background for three new cases being
investigated: a corpse found in a well, the
murder of a college dean, and a parcel bomb
at Oxford University. Hanging over all three
mysteries is Hathaway’s troubled relationship
with his ailing, estranged father and Lewis’s
apprehension over a six-month leave to visit
relatives in New Zealand with his wife Laura
(Clare Hobson), who is also the police coroner. Lewis has been a detective all his life,
giving him a purpose that he’s afraid he’ll
lose if they leave. Fans will find a comforting
level of familiarity here: deliberate pacing,
understated workplace dynamics, and police
work grounded in interviews, investigation,
and conversation rather than car chases and
shootouts. Airing on PBS’s Masterpiece Mystery
stateside, this six-episode 2015 eighth series
is recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Jericho HH1/2

Acorn, 3 discs, 390 min., not
rated, DVD: $59.99

You could call this British period drama, set in an
itinerate work camp in the
North Yorkshire moors in
1870 during the construction of a railway viaduct, a frontier Western.
Jessica Raine stars as Annie Quaintain, a
newly-widowed mother of two left destitute
paying off the debts of her dead husband.
With nowhere to turn, Annie moves to the
work camp to run a boarding house and try
to earn enough to take the family back into
town. Hans Matheson costars as Johnny Jackson, a handsome and chivalrous work-hand
who becomes the conscience of the camp,
standing up to bullies and taking on site manager Ralph Coates (Clarke Peters), an African
American who had to travel to Britain to get a
decent chance at work. There’s something of a
fairy-tale quality to the melodrama as Johnny
turns out to be the black sheep brother in the
family that gambled its fortune to finance the
project, and fraternal resentment threatens
to sink it all. Jericho is like a British version
of an American railway drama or gold camp
Western (minus the Indians), complete with a
brothel, saloon, and company store. Although
located just 15 miles from the nearest civilized
town, the camp is essentially in the wilderness—outside of government reach. Although
reasonably solid as a drama, Jericho was not
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picked up for a second season, making it of
limited interest. Compiling all eight episodes
from 2016, extras include behind-the-scenes
featurettes. A strong optional purchase. (S.
Axmaker)

Key and Peele: The
Complete Series HHH
Paramount, 10 discs, 1,144
min., not rated, DVD: $64.99

Former MADtv stars Keegan-Michael Key and Jordan
Peele shine in this compilation of the entire five-season
run from 2012-15 of their Comedy Central
sketch series (presented here with profanity
and adult situations intact). Both men also
serve as writers for the bawdy series, which
spends an enormous chunk of time on racial
(Key and Peele both have black-and-white
mixed heritage) and cultural spoofs. Certain
characters appear throughout, including
Luther (played by Key), the wild-eyed overzealous “translator” for President Obama
(Peele in a spot-on imitation) who steals
every scene with his insane interpretations
of Barack’s calmly delivered statements (Key
actually assisted the real President at the
2015 White House Correspondents Dinner).
Other fun recurring skits center on trendy
couple André (Key at his dumb jock best) and
Megan (Peele as a ridiculously entitled Valley
girl princess who always gets her way); Key’s
substitute teacher Mr. Garvey (which is slated
as in-development for a feature film); and
the extremely silly “East/West Bowl” college
football segments, which lampoons players
introducing themselves with improbable
names such as “Xmus Jaxon Flaxon-Waxon”
and “Mergatroid Skittle.” Spread throughout
are guest appearances by Ty Burrell, Wayne
Brady, Billy Dee Williams, Julia Duffy, and
various MADtv former costars. Presenting all
55 episodes from this laugh-out-loud Peabody
Award-winning cutting-edge series, extras
include a behind-the-scenes featurette, a
“best-of” super episode, and outtakes. Recommended. (J. Williams-Wood)

Limitless: Season One
HH1/2

Paramount, 6 discs, 938 min.,
not rated, DVD: $64.99

This small screen spinoff of the titular 2011 sci-fi
feature film takes the same
premise—a pill called NZT48 turns ordinary people into geniuses by
essentially transforming their brains into
supercomputers—and hands it to a new
character: amiable slacker and lifetime underachiever Brian Finch (Jake McDorman).
The drug ultimately drives its users crazy,
but Brian is immune to the side effects, or
so the FBI thinks when they hire him as a
“consultant.” Actually there’s a secret antidote
that Senator Eddie Morra (Bradley Cooper, re-
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prising his role from the movie) gives to Brian
in exchange for spying on the feds. The film
was a straight-up thriller but the series stirs in
plenty of humor as Brian plays the everyman
joker in the serious FBI office even when he
is in super genius mode. Jennifer Carpenter
is his whipsmart FBI handler with a touch of
rebellion, and Mary Elizabeth Mastrantonio
is the division boss, a no-nonsense career
officer who clashes with Brian’s whimsical
personality but has his back. The series begins
with a familiar mix of FBI procedural and
cheeky class clown comedy but grows more
clever in later episodes, playing with shifting
perspectives, storytelling twists, and genre
parodies. The humor differentiates it from the
spate of high-concept crime and conspiracy
shows, but it wasn’t enough to sustain an
audience and the show was cancelled after
its first full season, making this of limited
interest. Compiling all 22 episodes from the
2015-16 first and only season, extras include
an episode commentary, behind-the-scenes
featurettes, and a gag reel. A strong optional
purchase. (S. Axmaker)

Line of Duty: Series 3
HHH1/2

Acorn, 3 discs, 401 min., not
rated, DVD: $39.99

A controversial BBC-aired
series, which details investigations by elite AC-12 police
detectives into the corrupt
practices of law enforcement colleagues, the
third season of Line of Duty centers on the killing of a criminal during a police raid under
the leadership of Sergeant Danny Waldron
(Daniel Mays). Waldron becomes the focus
of a vast and complex crisis that is full of
betrayals, exposed secrets, and seething emotions. Effectively directed by Michael Keillor
and John Strickland, the show is blessed with
a crackerjack ensemble cast, most notably
Keeley Hawes (reprising her role as DI Lindsay
Denton), and Vicky McClure and Mays as the
lead detectives who are trying to unravel this
minefield of human wreckage. Presenting
all six episodes from the 2016 third season,
extras include a behind-the-scenes featurette
and a photo gallery. One of the finest British
exports to cross the Atlantic this year, this is
highly recommended. (P. Hall)

Lucifer: The Complete
First Season HH1/2

Warner, 3 discs, 566 min., not
rated, DVD or Blu-ray: $39.99

Loosely based on the Vertigo comic book series of
the same name, Lucifer is a
mix of supernatural show
and police procedural starring Tom Ellis as
Lucifer Morningstar, the fallen angel better
known as Satan. In this alternate universe,
Lucifer has grown tired of reigning over Hell
and has come to Earth. His brother, the angel
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Amenadiel (D.B. Woodside), has been sent to
bring him back. But the similarities between
the series and the comic end there, as this
Lucifer, who runs a nightclub, becomes fascinated with Detective Chloe Decker (Lauren
German), who is immune to his powers and
charms. This Lucifer is a disillusioned angel
who is angry that his father banished him.
He’s not so much evil as cynical, although
he is definitely obsessed with justice and
finding and punishing the guilty, so he basically tags along on Decker’s investigations.
The playing with biblical characters and the
glee with which Ellis inhabits the role are
the most entertaining aspects of the series.
Where it stumbles is with Decker, who is
supposed to be a tough, smart police detective but puts up with Lucifer’s disrespect and
flagrant rule-breaking with little more than
an exasperated shrug. And the lazy detective
procedural writing strains credulity in an
age of sophisticated cop shows and murder
mysteries. Presenting all 13 episodes from
the 2016 debut season, extras include behindthe-scenes featurettes, deleted scenes, a 2015
Comic-Con panel, and character profiles. A
strong optional purchase. (S. Axmaker)

The Night Manager
HHH1/2

Sony, 2 discs, 361 min., not
rated, DVD: $30.99, Blu-ray:
$40.99

Tom H idd leston a nd
Hugh Laurie star in this
handsome and compelling
British miniseries adapted from John le
Carré’s titular 1993 novel about illegal arms
sales and government complicity. This adaptation updates the setting from the ‘90s
drug wars centered on Latin America to the
contemporary Middle East of the Arab Spring.
Hiddleston is titular night manager Jonathan
Pine, a former soldier who has made his
professional reputation serving in the most
exclusive hotels. That is how he crosses paths
with Richard “Dickie” Roper (Hugh Laurie)—
an arms dealer to despots—and his ruthlessly
efficient entourage, who leave a corpse in
their wake. Pine, furious over the death of a
woman he tried to protect, agrees to go undercover as a trusted member of Dickie’s team,
working for a determined British Intelligence
agent (Olivia Colman) who is driven to get the
evidence needed to shut Dickie down. Pine is
a little too good at playing the part of amateur
spy, very quick-thinking and icily in control
in the most savage situations, and Dickie
seems too trusting of a man with suspicious
origins. Yet the performances, coupled with
the suspenseful direction by Susanne Bier,
keeps the viewer riveted, and the handsome
production values give the miniseries a gritty
glamour. It’s a compelling thriller, filled with
double agents, double crosses, and plenty of
corruption that will appeal to fans of le Carré,
modern espionage thrillers, and crisp British
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crime dramas. Presenting all six episodes in
their original, uncut British versions, this is
highly recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Once Upon a Time: The
Complete Fifth Season
HHH

Buena Vista, 5 discs, 989 min.,
TV-PG, DVD: $45.99, Blu-ray:
$79.99

The fifth season of ABC’s
imaginative, visually extravagant modern take on Fractured Fairy Tales
has as its overarching theme the question of
whether heroine Emma Swan (Jennifer Morrison), who was turned to the dark side at the
end of the previous season, can be restored
to her former goodness, and whether her
love for the handsome Captain Hook (Colin
O’Donoghue) can save him from his own
demons. As usual, twists in the plot allow for
the introduction of new versions of familiar
Disney characters—in this case, Brave’s Merida (Amy Manson)—as well as literary figures,
such as Dr. Jekyll (Hank Harris) and Mr. Hyde
(Sam Witwer). Season five also continues the
pattern of dividing into two halves, the first
set in Camelot, where Emma’s friends seek
help from Merlin (Elliot Knight), and the
second in the Underworld. The initial arc
features newcomers Arthur (Liam Garrigan)
and Guinevere (Joana Metrass), while the
second introduces Hades (Greg Germann)
and Hercules (Jonathan Whitesell). Once
Upon a Time, known for altering traditional
stories of well-known characters, features
an idiosyncratic mythology that has grown
extraordinarily complex over half a decade
(and viewers would be wise to start at the beginning). Presenting all 23 episodes from the
2015-16 fifth season, extras include episode
commentaries, behind-the-scene featurettes,
and a blooper reel (exclusive to the Blu-ray
edition are deleted scenes). Recommended.
(F. Swietek)

Orphan Black: Season
Four HH1/2

BBC, 2 discs, 437 min., not
rated, DVD: $29.99, Blu-ray:
$34.99

Tat ia na Ma sla ny ha s
earned two Emmy nominations for her multi-character
performances as clones created in a secret
genetics experiment in this high-concept
series produced for BBC America. This season,
Maslany adds a new character to her growing
repertoire: M.K. (aka Mika), a lone-wolf agent
investigating the corporation who first made
and then sentenced to death the cloned sisters, and it brings back Beth (via flashbacks
and visions), the police detective who commits suicide in the first episode of the show.
Beth becomes a kind of conscience from beyond the grave to help Sarah—who has since
evolved into the de facto leader of the clone
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sisters—to reconnect with her mission and
her responsibility to her family. Meanwhile,
Sarah’s foster brother (Jordan Gavaris) finds
his own birth sister—a lawyer with a taste for
party drugs—who is pulled into everything
when a corrupt cop targets clone Alison and
her husband Donnie (Kristian Bruun). The
show remains complicated—Cosima (the
scientist) reluctantly works with the traitorous Rachel to find a cure for the genetic
disease, and Helena (the half-mad assassin
turned loyal little sister) is pregnant—and
the conspiracy continues to twist with revelations, schemes, and double-crosses that are
cleverly plotted (yet also are starting to feel
as if they don’t really seem to go anywhere).
The versatility and ingenuity of Maslany,
who invests all of her roles with great depth
of character, is still the best reason to watch
this sci-fi thriller. Presenting all 10 episodes
from the 2016 fourth season, extras include
behind-the-scenes featurettes. A strong optional purchase. (S. Axmaker)

Roots HHH1/2
Lionsgate, 3 discs, 389 min.,
not rated, DVD: $26.99, Bluray: $29.99

That the new Roots manages to emerge from the
shadow of the original 1977
miniseries—which won
nine Emmys and a Peabody Award and set
rating records—is itself an accomplishment.
Based on Alex Haley’s 1976 book, this History-aired production depicts the tragedy and
horror of slavery in much more brutal and
graphic detail than its predecessor. Roots
chronicles the century-plus family history of
West African Kunta Kinte (a superb Malachi
Kirby taking over the role originated by LeVar Burton, who here serves as an executive
producer), a warrior in training who is sold
into slavery. Kunta has a rebellious nature
(“They can put chains on your body. Never
let them put chains on your mind.”) that remains unbowed despite the savagery inflicted upon him by his master (James Purefoy),
who renames him “Toby.” Forest Whitaker
costars as Fiddler, a fellow slave and violinist
who enjoys a somewhat exalted status on the
plantation, and who admires Kunta. Kunta’s
warrior spirit lives on in his daughter Kizzy
(Anika Noni Rose), whose sexual abuse at
the hands of her master (Jonathan Rhys
Meyers) produces a son, “Chicken George”
(Regé-Jean Page), so named for his skills as
a breeder of cockfighters. Chicken George
will be wrenched from his own family but
later reunited with his estranged son, Tom
(Sedale Threatt, Jr.). This Roots is tailor-made
for turbulent times when race relations in
America are at a perilous juncture, offering a
reminder—set against the panorama of this
country’s darkest chapter—that black lives
matter. Extras include a bonus documentary.
Highly recommended. (D. Liebenson)
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Salem’s Lot HHH

Warner, 183 min., PG, Blu-ray:
$14.98

Based on Stephen King’s
bestselling 1975 novel, this
chilling 1979 miniseries
holds up well. When author
Ben Mears (David Soul) returns to his eponymous hometown, he finds
himself drawn to the forbidding bulk of the
Marsten House, a ramshackle manse that
served as the backdrop to a traumatic childhood experience—a place that Mears remains
convinced is Evil incarnate. The house’s new
owner, Mr. Straker (James Mason), doesn’t put
him at ease, nor do the allusions made to the
imminent arrival of Straker’s business partner, Mr. Barlow. It isn’t long before strange
things start happening within the town’s
borders, from the disappearance of a young
boy to the mysterious death of a philandering
realtor. And it’s only when Barlow appears
that the truth becomes fully known: this
foreign stranger is a creature of the undead,
and with Straker at his side, Barlow is intent
on bleeding Salem’s Lot dry and birthing
more of his dark progeny. Directed by Tobe
Hooper, this miniseries adopts an Our Towntype approach that allows the viewer to settle
into the workings of small town life before
the balance becomes upset by the introduction of the supernatural. The film’s vampire
effects still have unsettling power, and famed
sequences such as a ghostly boy’s entreaty to
be let into his brother’s bedroom are just as
powerful as they were nearly 40 years ago.
Debuting on Blu-ray with an impressive
image quality (although several of the foley
effects have been redubbed and are distracting), extras include an audio commentary by
Hooper. Recommended. (J. Cruz)

Scandal: The Complete
Fifth Season HHH

Buena Vista, 5 discs, 904 min.,
not rated, DVD: $45.99

Shonda Rhimes’s saga of
the behind-closed-doors
scheming that takes place at
the firm of Olivia Pope (Kerry Washington), fixer extraordinaire in the
iniquitous den of power that is the nation’s
capital, grows even more ludicrous in its fifth
season—but also becomes an even guiltier
pleasure. This narrative arc is set against the
primary contests for the presidential nominations of the two major parties, closing with
each candidate’s choice of a running mate.
One candidate is ex-First Lady Mellie Grant
(Bellamy Young), who hires Olivia—her
husband’s mistress—as a media advisor. Such
soap opera contrivances are par for the course
in a season that also finds Olivia forced to
decide whether she should give up her exciting career for a quiet life—with either soonto-be ex-President Grant (Tony Goldwyn)
or her ex-lover Jake (Scott Foley). There are
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also plenty of isolated scandals that the Pope
Group has to tamp down, including the death
of a visiting princess that shamelessly feeds
on the demise of Princess Diana and related
conspiracy theories. Scandal sometimes goes
so over the top that it becomes positively
cartoonish, but the cast plays it to the hilt,
with Washington expertly anchoring the
ensemble. Presenting all 21 episodes from
the 2015-16 fifth season, extras include an
extended episode and a blooper reel. Recommended. (F. Swietek)

Shameless: The
Complete Sixth Season
HH1/2

Warner, 652 min., not rated,
DVD: 3 discs, $29.99; Blu-ray:
2 discs, $39.99

In its sixth season, the
Show time-aired Shameless—an American version of a British series—continues to approach family-style
political incorrectness in uneven if often
entertaining fashion. Significant events
include an eviction, a proposal, a marriage,
and two pregnancies. The season opens after
the death of Frank’s girlfriend, which would
be a perfect opportunity for the Gallagher
clan to show their unreliable patriarch Frank
(William H. Macy) a little sympathy, but they
can’t be bothered. In the world of this Paul
Abbott-created show, Frank remains a figure
of mockery—even at his lowest ebb. On the
plus side, Fiona (Emmy Rossum) gets a promotion at the diner, and Carl (Ethan Cutkosky)
returns from juvie. Unfortunately, Carl now
thinks he’s black, resulting in some uncomfortable racial comedy; he also becomes a
weapons dealer, which endangers just about
everyone. Frank’s youngest, Debbie (Emma
Kenney), spends most of the this season
looking forward to motherhood, although
the father wants nothing to do with her. The
(still married) Fiona has better luck with her
boyfriend, Sean (Dermot Mulroney), even
if his struggle to stay clean isn’t always successful. Other storylines involve Lip (Jeremy
Allen White), who is having an affair with a
college professor (Sasha Alexander), and Ian
(Cameron Monaghan), a gay bipolar dropout
with a knack for saving lives. While there’s
some solid acting here, the show pushes the
South Side Chicago stereotypes too far at
times, particularly in regards to a flirtatious
Russian waitress and a bigoted Greek neighbor. Presenting all 12 episodes from the 2016
sixth season, extras include behind-thescenes featurettes and deleted scenes. A strong
optional purchase. (K. Fennessy)

South Park: The Complete Nineteenth
Season HHH
Paramount, 2 discs, 220 min., not rated, DVD:
$29.99, Blu-ray: $42.99

This 2015 19th season of the Comedy
Central cartoon series continues the pat-
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tern of presenting a story
arc spread over all 10 episodes. “Stunning & Brave”
kicks things off with the
introduction of a sunglasses-wearing new school administrator named “PC
Principal,” a “bro”-type extremist who ostracizes young Kyle for saying
“I don’t think Caitlin Jenner is a hero,” and
attacks Eric Cartman with blood-splashing
extreme violence. Kyle apologizes and gets
to meet his “hero” in “Where My Country
Gone?”, in which a mangled “Caitlin Jenner”
runs over pedestrians and joins forces with
former teacher Mr. Garrison, the latter now
ranting about illegal Canadian immigrants
and plans to build a dividing wall. As always,
creators and voice actors Trey Parker and
Matt Stone push the envelope with cultural
skewering, covering gentrification (“The
City Part of Town”), pretentious Yelp users
(“You’re Not Yelping,” which features a ditty
with a repeated jaunty chorus about adding
“boogers and cum” to restaurant meals), online bullying (“Safe Space”), and homeless/
ISIS/police relations in one fell swoop (the
scattershot “Naughty Ninjas”). Although
sometimes decidedly distasteful, the plot
threads are impressively tied together into a
larger conspiracy, with a “PC Principal Final
Justice” finale hinting at a mockery of the
presidential election. Bonus features include
audio commentary by Parker and Stone,
“#SocialCommentary” on all episodes, and
deleted scenes. While pretty gross at times—
not surprising for a series whose opening
credit warning has always stated that South
Park “should not be viewed by anyone”—this
continues to be a very popular series. Recommended. (J. Williams-Wood)

Supergirl: The Complete
First Season HH1/2

Warner, 875 min., not rated,
DVD: 5 discs, $49.99; Blu-ray:
3 discs, $54.99

CBS jumped into the DC
Comics TV superhero business with Supergirl, starring
Melissa Benoist as Kara Danvers, aka Kara
Zor-El, cousin of Superman. Raised as a
normal girl by a loving family and taught
to hide her powers, Kara lives like everyone
else—and lands a job as assistant to Central
City media mogul Cat Grant (Calista Flockhart)—until her human sister Alex’s (Chyler
Leigh) life is endangered and Kara makes a
spectacular debut saving a crashing airplane.
Cat christens her Supergirl, and takes it upon
herself to shape Kara’s media image while the
fledgling hero learns to harness her powers
with the help of Alex, a government agent,
and Alex’s boss (David Harewood), who has
his own secret. Kara’s trial by fire arrives when
criminals from Krypton—including her own
renegade aunt—escape their interstellar pris-
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on and attempt to conquer Earth with powers
that are as great as Kara’s. This series is on the
sunnier side of the superhero TV spectrum,
more like The Flash than Arrow, largely set
during daylight in a gleaming city. But at this
stage, it suffers a bit from superhero fatigue
and has yet to carve out its own distinctive
approach and defining identity. Presenting all
20 episodes from the debut 2015-16 season,
extras include behind-the-scenes featurettes,
deleted scenes, and a gag reel. A strong optional purchase. (S. Axmaker)

Superstore: Season One
HH1/2
Universal, 2 discs, 237 min.,
not rated, DVD: $29.99

America Ferrara headlines this workplace sitcom
set in a Wal-Mart-like superstore where the employees are a collection of eccentrics and underachievers mostly making minimum wage.
Ferrara plays Amy, a working mother who
skipped college to raise her daughter. Amy
has risen to the level of supervisor but resists
moving into management, even though she
is the smartest, most clear-headed person
in the store (which only depresses her).
While Ferrara anchors the show, Superstore
is more of an ensemble piece than a star
vehicle. Ben Feldman is the new employee,
a college graduate full of suggestions that
lead to disastrous outcomes, and Mark
McKinney is the veteran store manager, a
cheery guy whose tendency to bring Scripture and prayer into the employee meetings
is shut down by assistant manager Lauren
Ash, who is militant in her observance of
rules and procedure. These are very much
working-class characters and the show
acknowledges both the drudgery of their
jobs (which results in all sorts of antics) and
the struggles of getting by on low wages,
while also touching on issues related to
class, income inequality, unionization,
healthcare, and corporate control, albeit
with only little swipes at Wal-Mart culture.
Although the show sports likable characters
and easy humor, it is overall a minor series
with familiar sitcom tropes. Compiling all
11 episodes from the 2015-16 debut season,
extras include deleted scenes and a gag reel.
A strong optional purchase. (S. Axmaker)

Thanks for the
Memories: The Bob Hope
Specials HHH1/2
Time Life, 6 discs, 804 min.,
not rated, DVD: $59.95

Bob Hope’s TV specials
were always a hit-or-miss
affair: grueling when the
material and guest lineup was weak, but
priceless when Hope’s joke writers hit
the bulls-eye and his guests rose to the
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occasion. This collection of 13 specials are
mostly spot-on with the master funnyman
backed by a stellar lineup of A-listers in
sketches and musical numbers. Among the
highlights here are a delightfully silly 1956
offering with the I Love Lucy cast (Hope
takes on the Ricky Ricardo role while Desi
Arnaz subs as Fred Mertz), a 1963 spoof of
the burgeoning folk music scene with Dean
Martin (in a long blonde wig) and a young
Barbra Streisand playing two washboards
(she deadpans: “I’m in stereo!”), a zany 1966
spoof of mad scientist flicks featuring comic
headliners including Jimmy Durante and
Milton Berle (both ignoring the cue cards to
add their own jokes, to Hope’s amusement),
and a wonderfully bizarre 1976 murder
mystery special called Joys (A Comedy
Whodunit) featuring an all-star cast ranging
from comedy legends (Groucho Marx, Harry
Ritz, George Burns) to then-current young
stars (Jimmie Walker and Freddie Prinze).
And while a 1967 USO tour to 22 bases
around Southeast Asia may seem warmly
familiar to Hope fans, the star’s mid-1960s
monologues taking aim at President Johnson are startling in their frank diagnosis of
the failure in the war’s leadership. Extras
include a bonus segment about the world
of golf according to Hope. A fine collection
capturing a comedy legend at his peak, this
is highly recommended. (P. Hall)

The Tunnel: The
Complete First Season
HHH

PBS, 3 discs, 450 min., not
rated, DVD: $49.99, Blu-ray:
$59.99

A clever idea can survive
many permutations. The
2011 Scandinavian police series The Bridge
began with a corpse—or, more precisely,
halves of two different corpses found right
on the border separating Denmark and
Sweden—which necessitated a joint investigation. The series was remade for the FX Network in 2013 as The Bridge (VL-9/14), with
the remains found on a bridge linking the
U.S. and Mexico. Now comes the first season
of this 2013 PBS-aired version, in which a
controversial French politician and a Welsh
prostitute are the joint victims found at the
mid-point of the Chunnel railway tube running under the English Channel. Apart from
the change of locale, the plot mechanics
remain close to the original: the gruesome
crime turns out to be only the initial step
in the scheme of a maniacal serial killer
who is apparently determined to use grisly
murders to point out major social problems
(although he actually has more personal
motives), and efforts to unmask him bring
in a number of ancillary characters. While
the twists here will not surprise fans of the
earlier incarnations, the chemistry works
nicely between Stephen Dillane as rumpled,
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world-weary English detective Karl Roebuck
and Clémence Poésy as intense, by-the-book
French inspector Elise Wasserman, the supporting cast is strong, and the visuals convey
an aptly menacing mood. Presenting all 10
episodes, extras include a behind-the-scenes
featurette, and cast and crew interviews.
Recommended. (F. Swietek)

The Walking Dead: The
Complete Sixth Season
HHH

Anchor Bay, 5 discs, 752 min.,
not rated, DVD: $69.98, Bluray: $79.99

The zombie hordes of
AMC’s monster hit series
continue to lumber on, while the intrepid
little band of human survivors on whom
they hope to feast still struggles to evade
them. Like previous seasons, this one
follows the now-familiar pattern of two
eight-episode story arcs. In the first, Rick
(Andrew Lincoln) takes control of the
sanctuary of Alexandria to mount its defense against the “walkers”—an effort that
ends in tragedy, as the horde breaches the
wall and many humans die. Rick himself
suffers a loss that will lead him to explode
in bloody rage. In the second half of the
season, the emphasis turns to the Saviors,
a group of human marauders who extort
food and supplies from survivor communities. Encounters with the band escalate
over time, leading to the first appearance of
archvillain Negan (Jeffrey Dean Morgan),
who proves his viciousness by beating
someone to death—although the identity
of the victim is not disclosed, making for
a grim cliffhanger. There are weak aspects
of this season—most notable being the fate
of Glenn (Steven Yuen), which many of the
show’s most ardent fans considered a shabby trick—but overall it maintains the quality that has made the series so successful.
Presenting all 16 episodes from the 2015-16
sixth season, extras include episode commentaries, behind-the-scenes featurettes,
deleted scenes, and an extended version of
the finale. Recommended. (F. Swietek)

Online
Visit Video Librarian Online (www.
videolibrarian.com) for more reviews
during November and December, including: Birds of a Feather: Set 1, Chicago
Fire: Season Four, Clean Break, The Disappearance, Empire: The Complete Second
Season, Naked and Afraid XL: Season 1,
Narcos: Season One, The Originals: The
Complete Third Season, The Royals: Season
Two, The Strain: The Complete Second
Season, and much more!
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Ordering information for the titles reviewed in
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HHHH= Excellent
HHH= Good
HH= Fair
H= Poor
PPR = Public Performance Rights
DRA = Digital Rights Available
Aud = Audience
K = Preschool-Kindergarten
E = Elementary (grades 1-3)
I = Intermediate (grades 4-6)
J = Jr. High (grades 7-8)
H = High School (grades 9-12)
C = Colleges & Universities
P = Public Libraries

CHILDREN’S
Abe’s Honest Words: The Life of
Abraham Lincoln HHH1/2

(2016) 14 min. DVD: $59.95 (study guide
included). Weston Woods Studios. PPR. Closed
captioned. ISBN: 978-0-54593-266-0.

“I do the very best I know how—the
very best I can; and I mean to keep doing so
until the end.” An iconographic-animated
adaptation of the 2008 historical biography
by author Doreen Rappaport and illustrator
Kadir Nelson, Abe’s Honest Words features
some lesser known quotes from the 16th
American president, whose memorable
lines—such as “a house divided against itself
cannot stand”—are legion. The boy with
“just a mite of schooling” had a legendary
love of reading, professing “the things I want
to know are in books; my best friend is the
man who’ll git me a book I ain’t read.” The
profile covers Lincoln’s many jobs, political
struggles, and experiences during the Civil
War (Lincoln’s assassination is only briefly
addressed), backed by Nelson’s trademark
lush oil paintings, including a photorealistic
look at the Kentucky boy wandering through
a light-filled forest grove with a simple fishing
pole balanced on one shoulder. Narrated by
Nicol Zanzarella, with Trevor Murphy as the
voice of Lincoln, and featuring music by
Michael Bacon, extras include a read-along
option and a guide to important dates (with
archival photos and maps). Highly recommended. Aud: E, P. (J. Williams-Wood)
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Barbie: Star Light Adventure HHH

(2016) 80 min. DVD: $19.99, Blu-ray/DVD
Combo: $22.99. Universal Studios Home
Entertainment (avail. from most distributors). SDH
captioned.

An ancient prophesy and the threat of dark
planets are at the center of this galactic entry
in the popular computer-animated series
starring the titular Mattel sweetheart. Living
with her widowed father on a planet filled
with various wacky creatures—including her
own unidentified puffy pet Pupcorn—expert
hoverboard aficionado Barbie is summoned to
join a council created by a snooty king who
wants to take credit for restoring the harmony
of the stars. At the magnificent castle, Barbie
meets fellow hoverboard queen Sal-Lee,
cute boy pilot Prince Leo, and telepathically
communicating twins Sheena and Kareena.
Although the new team quickly begins to
bond, the king is not impressed by spirited
Barbie’s constant attempts to step out of the
box. An interstellar adventure with lots of
sparkly colors and a number of energetic
songs, this is sure to appeal to franchise fans.
Extras include music videos, bloopers, and
Barbie Dreamtopia shorts. Recommended.
Aud: P. (J. Williams-Wood)

Finding Winnie: The True Story of the
World’s Most Famous Bear HHH

(2016) 22 min. DVD: $38.99. Dreamscape Media.
PPR. Closed captioned. ISBN: 978-1-52991-453-1.

Narrated by Katherine Kellgren, this
iconographic-animated short based on the
2015 Caldecott Medal-winning book by author Lindsay Mattick and illustrator Sophie
Blackall features watercolor artwork backed
by a drawling piano soundtrack. Finding
Winnie follows the real-life story of Winnipeg

veterinarian Harry Colebourne (Mattick’s
great-grandfather), whose train stop in White
River on his way to care for horses during the
First World War scored him a unique pet.
Colebourne came across a trapper with a
baby bear, paid the man $20, and set off with
the cub—who he named Winnie, after his
hometown—on the rest of his journey. Apparentlythe Canadian military was pretty chill
about wild mascots, and Winnie was treated
as a pet (and fed bottles of condensed milk)
as she made the trip across the Atlantic to an
English army base. Eventually, Colebourne
left the bear at the London Zoo, where she
was befriended by young Christopher Robin
Milne, whose author father A.A. Milne used
the experiences as a springboard for his iconic
Winnie the Pooh series. Combining archival
photos and diary snippets to help bring
this unique story to life, Finding Winnie also
features a read-along option. Recommended.
Aud: K, E, P. (J. Williams-Wood)

Helen’s Big World: The Life of Helen
Keller HHH

(2016) 18 min. DVD: $59.95 (study guide
included). Weston Woods Studios. PPR. Closed
captioned. ISBN: 978-0-54593-822-8.

Narrated by Eileen Stevens, this iconographic-animated adaptation of author Doreen Rappaport and illustrator Matt Tavares’s
2012 picture book explores the life of blind
and deaf writer/activist Helen Keller. Helen’s
parents knew something was wrong when
their 19-month-old daughter exhibited troubling effects from a strange illness: no sight,
hearing, or speech. While young Helen made
up her own signs to express herself, she also
engaged in famous kicking and screaming fits
(cont. on pg. 62)

Lily’s Driftwood Bay: Meet Lily HHH1/2

(2014) 75 min. DVD: $9.99. NCircle Entertainment (avail. from most
distributors).

Maybe I’m getting soft in my dotage (not that I’m yet old
enough to run for U.S. President), but this 10-story compilation
from the Irish children’s series really tugged at my heartstrings
as it presented the buoyant escapades of young Lily, a sweet
imaginative girl who lives with her dad in a small beach hut.
Each story finds Lily hanging with Pop, discovering some sort
of beachcomber booty, and using her imagination to conjure a
bridge to the whimsical nearby Driftwood Bay. Accompanied by
her pet bird Gull and always met by sea captain Salty the dog, Lily hooks up with a
variety of character friends and usually solves a problem or two. In “Old Bertha,” Lily
tries to help an unaware Salty finish the titular boat project, but when she and the
gang make mistakes, they learn a lesson about asking first. “Thar She Blows” finds the
friends—including deer Lord Stag, voiced by Stephen Fry—wondering about a big blue
rock-like creature; “Bulls Might Fly” centers around a mishap featuring Lord Stag’s flying
contraption; and “Honking Haddock” is a silly tale in which Lily tries to stop Salty from
ruining his date with hen Hatsie because of his horrible-smelling aftershave. Using a
winsome collage approach—melding animation with backgrounds of real grass, bits of
fabric, and beach-style flotsam—this series about solitary (except for imaginary friends)
Lily and her single scruffy dad (both always in patched clothing) is very heartwarming.
Highly recommended. Aud: K, P. (J. Williams-Wood)
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‘Tis the Season
Click, Clack, Ho! Ho!
Ho! HH1/2

(2015) 6 min. DVD: $38.99.
Dreamscape Media. PPR.
Closed captioned. ISBN: 9781-52001-8089.

Ho! Ho! Ho? Not exactly. Click, Clack, Ho! Ho!
Ho! is the latest offering in the long-running Click, Clack series based on the 2000
Caldecott Honor-winning original book.
But if this iconographic-animated adaptation of author Doreen Cronin and illustrator Betsy Lewin’s 2015 picture book is any
indication, maybe it’s time for the cows
to be put out to pasture. This uninspired
holiday tale finds Farmer Brown hanging
stockings for Christmas Eve, backed by
a jaunty guitar soundtrack and jingling
bells signifying that Santa is nearby. Although everyone is supposed to hurry off
to bed, Duck somehow becomes stuck in
the chimney, and—trying to help—the
sheep, cows, pigs, and everyone else start
virtually ziplining to the rescue and wind
up trapped as well. Will Santa get trapped
too? Of course not. Although lacking in
creativity, this holiday title—featuring a
read-along option—is part of a popular
series and should therefore be considered a strong optional purchase. Aud: P.
(J. Williams-Wood)

Kate & Mim-Mim:
A Christmas Wish
HHH

(2016) 45 min. DVD: $6.99.
Public Media Distribution
(avail. from most
distributors). ISBN: 978-162789-772-3.

Preschool-aged sweetie pie Kate and her
purple rabbit pal Mim-Mim enjoy escapades in the fantasy world of Mimiloo in
this festive compilation from the well-produced, brightly-colored series. Billed as an
“extended adventure”—nearly twice as
long as the usual shorts—the holiday special “A Christmas Wish” finds young Kate
decorating the tree with her mom while
hoping that Dad will make it home (during
blizzard conditions) in time for Christmas
Eve festivities. Visiting Mimiloo, Kate finds
that the gang of wacky creatures have never
heard of Santa, so she and Mim-Mim offer
a quick education, while also imploring
them to write letters to Santa using creative
Tack’s letter launcher to reach the North
Pole. But technical issues arise, and Kate
will end up opting for altruism over her
own wishes, and the friends must brain-
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storm to keep the holiday going for others.
Also featured here are “Snow Bowling,” in
which a fun game turns into an ice cave rescue mission when sleepy Gobble falls into a
slippery hole; and “Chilly the Snowman,” in
which the titular Winter Waterfalls keeper
puts the temperature in jeopardy when he
leaves his post to look for a new carrot nose.
Bonus features include a “Winter Wonderland” music video. A fun holiday watch for
youngsters, this is recommended. Aud: P.
(J. Williams-Wood)

Murdoch Mysteries:
A Merry Murdoch
Christmas HHH

(2015) 88 min. DVD or
Blu-ray: $24.99. Acorn
Media (avail. from most
distributors). SDH captioned.

In this Canadian-produced TV holiday special, 19th-century
Toronto police detective William Murdoch (Yannick Bisson) doesn’t get much
of a chance to dazzle his colleagues in his
customary way by using innovative technologies for solving crimes. But this wintry
tale of a murder and fears that a legendary
beast is on the loose offers much good fun.
When a wealthy benefactor of children’s
charities is found dead just before he is set
to entertain local kids as Santa Claus, a
Murdoch-led manhunt ensues, threatening
Christmas cheer for the rest of the constabulary. Complicating matters is a strange
octogenarian (Ed Asner) who claims to be
the real Kris Kringle, as well as sightings of
a so-called Krampus (a demonic-looking
monster), and the holiday blues of Inspector
Brackenreid (Thomas Craig) and Constable
George Crabtree (Jonny Harris). Meanwhile,
Murdoch’s lover and crime-solving ally Dr.
Julia Ogden (Helene Joy) can’t seem to get
Murdoch alone for an amorous Christmas
Eve, but she’s up for cracking an open case at
any hour. And Brendan Coyle, best known
as Downton Abbey’s loyal Bates, makes
an appearance here as a guest star. This
police procedural featuring engaging characters can easily fit into anyone’s Christmas-season viewing. Recommended. Aud: P.
(T. Keogh)

New on DVD/Blu-ray
A lpha and Omega:
T he Big Fu reeze ( L ionsgate, DVD: $14.98).
The titular wolves are
back—along with their
entertaining pups—in
this wintery holiday adventure addition to the
computer-animated series.
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Back to the Future—
The Animated Series:
Dickens of a Christmas
(Universal, DVD: $9.99).
This holiday special episode from the animated
series finds Marty and the
Browns traveling back to
Dickensian England.
Bob the Builder: Bob’s
Winter Build (Universal,
DVD: $14.98). Handyman
Bob learns to snowboard
and helps with a chairlift
rescue in this computer-animated addition to
the children’s series.
Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood: Daniel’s Winter Wonderland (PBS,
DVD: $6.99). An animated spin-off from Mister
Rogers’ Neighborhood, this
program spotlights seasonal activities for young
Daniel Tiger and his pals.
Paw Patrol: Pups Save
Christmas (Paramount,
DVD: $14.99). This festive
compilation featuring the
problem-solving canine
crew includes adventures
centering on Santa’s sleigh
and penguins.
Snowtime (Shout! Factory, DVD: $14.98, Bluray/DVD Combo: $24.98).
Featuring the voices of
Ross Lynch and Sandra
Oh, this French holiday
tale includes songs by
Celine Dion.
Thomas & Friends:
Tinsel on the Tracks (HIT
Enter tainment, DV D:
$14.98). This latest addition to the long-running
series follows Thomas the
Tank Engine on Christmas-themed escapades.
A Ve r y N i c k J r.
Christmas (Paramount,
DVD: $14.99). This holiday-themed compilation
spotlighting Nick Jr.-aired
series’ includes episodes
from Blaze and the Monster
Machines, Bubble Guppies,
Dora and Friends, Shimmer and Shine, and
Wallykazam!
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(cont. from pg. 58)

of sheer frustration, and things only became
better around the age of seven, when legally
blind teacher Annie Sullivan found a way to
break through to the girl and help her relate
words and ideas. Keller caught on quickly, and
over the years she became a master of Braille,
traveled widely (and went tobogganing!),
and excelled in education, all with Sullivan
by her side. Backed by the music of Ernest
Troost, this biographical profile also touches
on Keller’s writing, civil and women’s rights
activism, and stage acting. Featuring a readalong option, extras include a guide to important dates in Keller’s life, and an American
Sign Language alphabet demo and manual
language chart. Recommended. Aud: E, P.
(J. Williams-Wood)

It’s Only Stanley HHH

(2015) 6 min. DVD: $38.99. Dreamscape Media.
PPR. Closed captioned. ISBN: 978-1-63379-785-7.

Narrated by actor George Newbern, this
iconographic-animated adaptation of author
and illustrator Jon Agee’s 2015 picture book
features realistic color backgrounds in a tale
that takes place during a nocturnal disturbance at the Wimbledon house. When parental units Wilma and Walter wake up hearing
strange sounds, Dad goes to checks things out,
and is thankful that “it’s only Stanley,” the
family dog, doing mundane activities such as
howling at the moon…and fixing the oil tank.
As the night wears on, youngsters Wendy,
Willie, Wanda, and Wylie are awakened by
clanking, buzzing, and splashy noises, and
they pile into the adults’ bedroom, but each
time Dad looks in on Stanley, he’s busy fixing
the TV or clearing the bathroom drain…or
at least that’s what it looks like. Viewers will
certainly notice before the Wimbledons that
Stanley is actually hard at work on a contraption that will send them all on an unexpected
journey in this rhyming story that features a
read-along option. Recommended. Aud: K, P.
(J. Williams-Wood)

Octonauts: 15 Underwater Adventures
HHH1/2

(2016) 90 min. DVD: $9.99. NCircle Entertainment
(avail. from most distributors).

An irresistible British children’s show, the
animated Octonauts is a Star Trek-like episodic
adventure series featuring the captain and
crew of the Octopod, a massive underwater
structure that resembles an octopus and
serves as a roving base for the Octonauts,
whose duty is to explore and protect those in
need. The fuzzy, cuddly-looking critters generally find themselves helping one or another
ocean-dwelling species that is in some sort of
trouble. This 15-episode collection opens with
“Beluga Whales,” which is reminiscent of the
real-life “Operation Breakthrough” of 1988,
in which several gray whales were trapped
in pack ice in Alaska and were freed via an
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Star Stuff: Carl Sagan and the Mysteries of the Cosmos
HHHH
(2016) 10 min. DVD: $59.95 (study guide included). Weston Woods
Studios. PPR. Closed captioned. ISBN: 978-0-54593-285-5.

Narrated by Peter Berkrot, this iconographic-animated adaptation of the informative 2014 science appreciation book by
Stephanie Roth Sisson kicks off with a depiction of the iconic
astronomer Carl Sagan as a boy (with cute signature eyebrows).
Star Stuff details young Carl’s fascination with the night sky
viewed from his Brooklyn apartment, his appreciation for the
“World of Tomorrow” exhibit at the 1939 World’s Fair, and the
subsequent curiosity that spurred him to visit his local New Utrecht Library to read
about the stars and other planets. Combining cool watercolors, comic panel-style
vignettes depicting little Carl exploring space in his imagination, and a sweeping
soundtrack by Scotty Huff, Star Stuff also looks at Sagan’s fascination with Edgar Rice
Burroughs’s “John Carter” character, his academic education, his work on the Mariner
and Voyager space projects, and his desire to spur others to feel his same connection to
the stars through his landmark TV series Cosmos. A fun and inspirational biographical
portrait—with a read-along option—this is highly recommended. Editor’s Choice.
Aud: K, E, P. (J. Williams-Wood)
international effort. Here, the Octonauts
rescue a pod of belugas similarly cut off from
the ocean by ice. In “Lost Sea Star,” a young,
frightened sea star becomes separated from its
family by a strong current, leading the crew
of the Octopod to explore ever-deepening
and darkening waters in order to return it
back home. This rescue-story template also
applies to “Baby Dolphin,” “Lionfish,” and
“Sardine School,” among other episodes,
although there is always an added story element to keep things fresh, typically involving
the Octonauts’ pirate-like lieutenant Kwazii
and his ability to bond with others. A break
in the pattern is found in the funny “Cone
Snail,” in which an aggressive snail trapped
aboard the Octopod keeps shooting mildly
poisonous darts at the crew, making everyone
loopy. A fun series, this is highly recommended. Aud: P. (T. Keogh)

Thomas Edison’s Secret Lab HHH1/2
(2016) 170 min. DVD: $9.99. NCircle
Entertainment (avail. from most distributors).

This fun and imaginative PBS-aired animated series serves up an example of “stealth
learning” at its finest. It turns out that inventor Thomas Edison had a secret laboratory
where he left a virtual version of himself
that is able to interact with kids. The facility
is discovered by 12-year-old Angie and her
brother J.D., along with pals Nicky and Kent.
A somewhat ghostly but friendly version of
Edison (voiced by singer Livingston Taylor)
and a steampunk-like robot named Von Bolt
are on hand to help the children with various
inventions while also taking the opportunity
to impart scientific and math principles.
Compiling eight episodes, this collection
kicks off with “Dancing Machine,” in which
Von Bolt’s desire to participate in a robot
dance contest leads Angie and company to
help him put on some groovy moves with the
aid of remote control. But learning what that
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means exactly involves going back in time to
early experiments tied to harnessing the communication possibilities of electromagnetic
waves. In “Rock It to the Moon,” Von Bolt’s
mishandling of a precious moon rock causes
it to break apart. In order to replace it, Von
Bolt must go to the moon for another one—
but that means learning how fast one has to
travel in order to break Earth’s gravity hold.
“Act Your Stone Age” is a fun episode in which
the kids meet their prehistoric counterparts,
all while trying to learn the science behind
counterweights in order to build a waterslide.
And in “Freaky Furry,” Angie’s frustrations
with her sometimes clueless brother cause her
to seek out possible differences in emotional
intelligence between girls and boys. While
investigating different parts of the human
brain and their functions, she manages to
swap minds with her dog, causing no end
of confusion. Entertaining and educational,
this is highly recommended. Aud: K, E, P.
(T. Keogh)

Thomas Jefferson: Life, Liberty and the
Pursuit of Everything HH

(2015) 14 min. DVD: $38.99. Dreamscape Media.
PPR. Closed captioned. ISBN: 978-1-63379-618-8.

Third president and Declaration of Independence scribe Thomas Jefferson is paid
half-hearted tribute in this adaptation of the
2014 book by author and illustrator Maira
Kalman. Sporting oft-mentioned red hair
and freckles, the young Jefferson loved books,
shrews, shoes, bees, cheese, and how to say
“please” in different languages. Monticello—
Jefferson’s home—is here called a “museum
of his mind,” leading into random musings
on the author’s part (“nightmares…ugh,
why do we have them?”). The serious and
the trivial are intermixed as viewers are told
about Jefferson’s love of veggies, his violin
practice, the loss of his wife Patsy and chil-
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dren, the Louisiana Purchase…and William
Clark’s (of Lewis and Clark fame) red hair.
Older viewers would likely cringe over a depiction of Jefferson (a slave-owner) winding
grandfather clocks in his kitchen while the
narrator notes that “he probably said a few
kind words to the cooks.” While Jefferson
accomplished much in his life (including
starting the Library of Congress), this is a
rather uneven biographical profile. Optional.
Aud: E, P. (J. Williams-Wood)

PSYCHOLOGY & SELF-HELP
Buried Above Ground HHH

(2016) 77 min. DVD: $24.95 ($250 w/PPR from
edu.passionriver.com). Passion River (avail. from
most distributors).

Filmmaker Ben Selkow’s documentary centers on post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD),
noting that at least 8 percent of the world’s
population suffers from PTSD, for a variety of
reasons: war, natural or man-made disasters,
abuse, rape, and more. Buried Above Ground
focuses on three Americans for whom PTSD
has been a defining experience: U.S. Army
captain Luis Montalvan; Erundina, a survivor of childhood and domestic abuse; and
Ashley, a New Orleans resident still haunted
by the trauma of Hurricane Katrina. The film
rotates through their lives over a six-year period, during which all three make enormous
changes while still struggling to hold on each
day. Luis, who served two tours of duty in Iraq
and returned home with physical injuries and
a perpetually shocked expression, gradually
finds a way back into the world through
therapy, his relationship with a service dog,
and his efforts as a very public advocate for
disabled veterans to be eligible for their own
dogs. Erundina, whose years of suffering led
her to debilitating chemical dependency,
walks an emotional tightrope as she attempts
to become a social worker. Ashley does what
many PTSD victims do, becoming obsessively
prepared for the next calamity, although other aspects of her life are healthier. Known for
his long career in television, director Selkow
manages to find the common ground that
ties these three vulnerable if also ultimately
strong people together, making a good case
along the way that PTSD is something to take
very seriously and treat with compassion and
concrete solutions. Recommended. Aud: C,
P. (T. Keogh)

The Listeners HHH

(2015) 65 min. DVD: $149 ($349 w/PPR). DRA.
Kino Lorber Edu.

Bob Hurst’s sensitive and informative
documentary focuses on a suicide prevention
hotline. The trainees at the Lawrence, KS,
Headquarters Counseling Center are mostly
students of psychology. The center, which
began in 1969, was originally formed to serve
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drug users or “heads.” Former director Marcia
Epstein believes that it’s more important for
counselors to have compassion than academic
knowledge, while call trainer Steve Lopes feels
that it helps if they’ve also experienced some
kind of trauma. Joe, who lost his sister to a
drug overdose, wishes he had done a better
job at listening to her talk about her problems,
an experience that appears to have inspired
his desire to aid others in similar straits. Each
fall, the center welcomes 11 new trainees to
the 100-day program, where they practice
listening skills through role-playing—acting
out scenarios as both callers and counselors.
Trainers discourage trainees from asking questions or giving advice, instead encouraging
them to allow callers to drive the conversation, since many callers feel too isolated to
share their concerns with anyone else. As
Marshall Knudson, former director of Florida’s
Alachua County Crisis Center, puts it, “We all
learn how to talk, but we don’t learn how to
listen.” The program offers trainees a few surprises, including the fact that many callers are
actually regulars who check in at least once a
month, some going on 25 years or more. Hurst
makes a convincing case that centers such as
this one are a vital part of America’s mental
health support system. Recommended. Aud:
C, P. (K. Fennessy)

RELIGION & PHILOSOPHY

collecting contributions in their red kettles, or
perhaps from watching Frank Loesser’s 1955
classic Guys and Dolls. Although the Salvation
Army’s public profile has diminished, the
organization has a fascinating early history,
which writer-narrator John Cleary skillfully
covers in this four-part series. The title is
drawn from a song written by William Booth,
the Methodist minister who first conceived of
the Army during his service in London’s impoverished East End in 1865, where he and his
wife Catherine turned the idea of a Christian
“soldiery” ministering to society’s outcasts
into a reality. Since the documentary was
produced by the Army’s Australia Southern
Territory, it understandably emphasizes the
group’s early work Down Under, but Cleary
also covers the Army’s efforts elsewhere,
adeptly tying the Army to the cultural currents of the time, drawing connections to
cinema and popular music at each stage while
also employing archival material, graphics,
and sound recreations to excellent effect.
The final two episodes focus on whether the
organization has lately slighted its “dynamic
mission” of social service to become a “settled
church” catering to its present membership.
But while the second half is more about reinvigorating the organization, the first half
serves up a fine historical survey that will
have wider appeal. Recommended. Aud: C,
P. (F. Swietek)

The Great Transmission HHH
Boundless Salvation HHH

(2016) 191 min. DVD: $19.99. Vision Video.

(2015) 55 min. DVD: $25: individuals; $55: public
libraries; $295: colleges & universities. Guna
Foundation. PPR. ISBN: 978-0-692-71585-7.

Some people today might know the Salvation Army only from its Christmas Santas

Buddhism ranks as one of the world’s great
ancient religions, begun 2,500 years ago by

This Changed Everything HHH

(2016) 2 discs. 180 min. DVD: $39.99. Vision Video.

The Christian History Institute marks the 500th anniversary
of the beginning of the Protestant Reformation—dated at 1517,
when Martin Luther posted his famous Ninety-Five Theses
challenging the Roman Church on the door of the cathedral
at Wittenberg, the German university town where he taught
theology—with this three-part series that juxtaposes a straightforward narrative, read by actor David Suchet and accompanied
by a rich collection of artwork, with comments from an array
of theologians representing various Christian denominations.
The opening episode focuses on the first-generation reform leaders Martin Luther and
Ulrich Zwingli, ending with their inability to coalesce their respective movements
due to disagreement over the Eucharist—the first of many such divisions. The second
episode turns to the English Reformation, with virtually all of the commentators
here castigating Henry VIII for initiating a break with Rome for his own personal
and political—rather than doctrinal—reasons. Also covered is the radical Anabaptist
movement that rose against Zwingli in Zurich, and the Catholic Counter-Reformation,
with a specific focus on the influential Council of Trent. The third episode looks at
John Calvin and the second stage of the English Reformation (with its swerves from
Catholicism to Protestantism and back again), before concluding with a discussion of
the ecumenical movement of the late 20th century and the potential for reunification
that it embodied. Overall, this is a slickly-made series that presents a very good overview
of the Reformation and the subsequent denominational fragmentation of Western
Christendom. Recommended. Aud: C, P. (F. Swietek)
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Prince Siddhartha, later known as the Buddha, who sat under a Bodhi tree and contemplated human existence—a seemingly unending circle of impermanence and suffering.
Seeking perfect enlightenment, Siddhartha
resolved to live in the seclusion of the forest,
but legend has it that gods or spirits implored
him to go forth and teach the dharma (or
“way”) to a waiting, wider world, sparking
the first great transformation or transmission,
one of many in Buddhist history. Directed by
Pema Gellek and narrated by Michael Nouri,
this documentary focuses on the legacy of
Tibetan Buddhism, which has served for
centuries as the guardian of Buddhist teaching and thought. In 1959, this tradition was
shattered when Communist China invaded
the country, destroying monasteries, burning
libraries, and forcing 80,000 Tibetans into
exile. The need to locate, retrieve, and publish
scattered texts, transmitting them to future
generations and Western and other cultures,
became an urgent priority for exiled Buddhist
monk Tarthang Tulku, who after settling in
Berkeley, CA, started the Yeshe De project, using only the finest paper and binding for the
texts. Along the way, the film also traces the
rich history of Buddhism, which was initially
isolated but would extend in the East as far as
India and Afghanistan (12th-century Muslim
invasions and internal conflicts limited but
never ended Buddhist goals). Underscoring
the importance of the survival of sacred
texts, which remain “Tibet’s offering to the
world,” The Great Transmission tells the story
of one man’s preservation efforts, while also
interweaving larger historical aspects of one
of the world’s key faiths. Recommended. Aud:
C, P. (S. Rees)

SOCIAL & POLITIC AL ISSUES
An American Mosque HHH1/2

tough investigation. Examining a horrible act
that ultimately led to a powerful example of
goodwill between neighbors, this moving and
timely documentary is highly recommended.
[Note: this is also being sold to individuals
for $19.95 at www.anamericanmosque.com.]
Aud: C, P. (T. Keogh)

Changing Face of Harlem HHH1/2

(2014) 62 min. DVD: $80: public libraries;
$400: colleges & universities. DRA. Third World
Newsreel. PPR.

Among New York City’s neighborhoods,
Harlem has witnessed the most dramatic
highs and harrowing lows. Harlem was a cultural epicenter during the 1920s and became
a beacon for African Americans seeking an escape from the Jim Crow South, but social and
economic deprivations during the Great Depression and acute social inequalities during
the post-WWII years saw the community’s
standard of living rapidly decline. Shawn
Batey’s documentary captures Harlem’s
contemporary revitalization, featuring new
commercial and residential developments.
On the surface, the changes are astonishing:
streets that were pockmarked with burnedout tenements and boarded-up storefronts
now sport luxury apartment complexes and
a mix of top-tier retail outlets and a new wave
of black-owned independent businesses. But
not every longtime Harlem resident is eager
for gentrification: objections regarding more
expensive housing are overtly stated here,
while concerns on the part of African Americans over a new influx of white residents are
more subtly expressed. But even as Harlem’s
future potential is being celebrated by many,
its current woes remain—most notably when
a building superintendent complains about
the inconsistent nature of sanitation pickup and the erratic pace of redevelopment.
Perfectly capturing the contradictions, the
superintendent says that Harlem is “a won-

(2012) 27 min. In English & Punjabi w/English
subtitles. DVD: $295. DRA. Documentary
Educational Resources. PPR.

Anti-Muslim sentiment in America did
not begin with the long-term fallout of
9/11. In An American Mosque, filmmaker
David Washburn revisits a 1994 hate crime
against Muslim-American citizens in Yuba
City, CA, where an arson fire burned a new
mosque. Combining archival footage with
recent interviews, the documentary tells the
story of this still-unsolved heinous act that
resulted in the destruction of a mosque that
was built with hundreds of small donations
and sweat equity. Fortunately, the diverse
churches in the area—including Christian
and Sikh—threw their support behind
rebuilding efforts to make an even more
glorious house of worship. Along the way,
viewers hear from people who were involved
in building and rebuilding, as well as law
enforcement officials who felt stymied by a
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derful place to live, if you can cope with it.”
Highly recommended. Aud: C, P. (P. Hall)

Crashing the Party HHH

(2016) 90 min. DVD: $24.95. Passion River (avail.
from most distributors). Closed captioned.

David Sigal’s documentary celebrates both
the Democratic Leadership Council (DLC)
and Al From, the former Carter administration staffer who founded the organization
in 1985 to move the Democratic Party in a
more moderate direction after its miserable
showings in the presidential elections of
1980 and 1984. The DLC was considered an
insurgent group within the party, challenging
liberal orthodoxy to fashion a broader base of
support. Crashing the Party portrays the DLC
as having paved the way for Bill Clinton—an
early member as governor of Arkansas, and
DLC chair in 1990-91—to win the presidency
in 1992 as a “New Democrat.” Sigal combines
archival footage with interviews of From,
Clinton, Jesse Jackson, Sam Nunn, Chuck
Robb, Dick Gephardt, and others to detail
how the DLC attracted support, especially
from Southern state officials, while antagonizing groups that had long dominated the
party. The documentary concentrates on the
years after 1988, when the defeat of Michael
Dukakis by George H.W. Bush demonstrated
to many in the party that its platform needed
to be massaged in order to appeal to more voters, and it concludes with an account of the
1992 campaign emphasizing how candidate
Clinton staked out positions that succeeded
in deflecting the type of assaults from a welltooled Republican attack machine that had
been effective in previous election cycles.
Crashing the Party is by no means objective:
the film depicts the members of the DLC as
heroes who struggled against entrenched
power brokers to lead their party out of the
wilderness of defeat to attain electoral triumph. But whether or not one agrees with

No Control HHH

(2016) 80 min. DVD: $59.95 ($299 w/PPR from edu.passionriver.com).
Passion River (avail. from most distributors). Closed captioned.

One of the most polarizing political issues currently dividing
American society is the issue of gun ownership. Indeed, there
appears to be little middle ground: those seeking to increase the
level of federal regulatory control over gun sales are immune to
the arguments of those who view gun ownership as a basic constitutional freedom, and vice versa. Jessica Solce’s documentary
breaks no new ground on the subject and is unlikely to change
minds, but it does offers an invigorating consideration of both
sides. A great deal of focus is on two men who use creative processes to highlight their
viewpoints: artist Greg Bokor, who makes a huge pencil drawing of an AR-15 rifle for
a gallery exhibition that includes a set of erasers for visitors to effectively wipe out the
overpowering image of the weapon, and gun rights advocate Cody R. Wilson, who
constructs guns using 3D printing and has shared this process via the Internet. The
filmmaker also interviews a pair of Colorado state senators who lost their jobs in recall
elections after their efforts to enact tougher gun control laws (and talks to those who
helped coordinate the campaigns to vote these officials out of office). Offering a solid
overview of a timely subject, this is recommended. Aud: C, P. (P. Hall)
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the DLC’s policies, the film skillfully sketches
the DLC’s success. Recommended. [Note: this
is also available from Tugg (http://licenses.
tugg.com) with public performance rights on
DVD or Blu-ray for $75: public libraries; $350:
colleges & universities.] Aud: C, P. (F. Swietek)

Dreamcatcher HHH1/2

(2015) 98 min. DVD: $89: public libraries, $395:
colleges & universities. Women Make Movies. PPR.

BEYOND THE DIVIDE

Two brave people find a way to bridge the
divide of unresolved resentment between those
who served in the Vietnam War and those who
fought a different war at home.
“ . . . a remarkable story of peace building that
will help shape and heal our divided culture.”

—Michael C. Klein, The University of St. Thomas

FINDING NORMAL

A rare look into the lives of addicts trying to
stay clean and learning to live sober—and the
mentors who help keep them on track.
“ . . . one of the finest films to come out of Portland
—David Walker, Willamette Week
in years.”

MOTHERING INSIDE

Incarcerated women participate in a
revolutionary prison reform project for families.
“ . . . a courageous film that challenges commonly
held beliefs about incarcerated mothers and their
abilities to build, rebuild, and maintain positive
parent-child relationships.”

—Keva M. Miller, Portland State University

www.darkhollowfilms.com
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British documentary filmmaker Kim
Longinotto travels to Chicago to present a
disturbing portrait of prostitutes attempting
to leave their dangerous trade. At the center of
this story is Brenda Myers-Powell, a one-time
teenage prostitute with a devastating drug
habit who managed to turn her life around
and co-found the nonprofit Dreamcatcher
Foundation, which aims to help women and
girls escape from the sex trade. Myers-Powell
is an extraordinary energetic force, cruising
the streets at night and speaking at schools
and prisons in the day to locate and counsel
those in need of her distinctive assistance.
“If you know somebody got your back, you’ll
make it,” she informs sex workers, who nevertheless doubt her ability to bring about
life changes that border on the miraculous.
Dreamcatcher presents interviews with several
women Myers-Powell has helped, including
a 15-year-old who had been a prostitute for
three years. Myers-Powell is a colorful and
highly photogenic character who wears theatrically grand wigs and false eyelashes; she’s
also deadly serious in her one-woman mission
to positively impact as many lives as possible.
Longinotto won the Directing Award for
World Cinema Documentary at Sundance for
this effective, often harrowing film. Highly
recommended. Aud: C, P. (P. Hall)

Here Come the Videofreex HHH

(2015) 78 min. DVD: $99.95: public libraries &
high schools; $350: colleges & universities. The
Cinema Guild. PPR. ISBN: 0-7815-1535-1.

Jon Nealon and Jenny Raskin’s documentary is built around decades-old grainy video. In
1967, Sony introduced the Video Rover—the
first portable video camera—which inspired
the pioneering filmmakers covered here to
film everything they could (Nealon and
Raskin intercut footage with recent interviews). David Cort and Parry Teasdale met at
Woodstock, where they came to document
the scene. Instead of capturing the live music,
they shot interviews with audience members
and medics. Afterward, Parry moved in with
Cort and Mary Curtis Ratcliff in New York,
and dubbed themselves Videofreex. When
CBS executive Don West found out about
their countercultural material, he offered
to include it in news reports. For their first
assignment, they covered the trial of the
Chicago Eight, including an interview with
defendant Abbie Hoffman. They also interviewed Black Panther leader Fred Hampton
just weeks before his murder at the hands of
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law enforcement. Despite their best efforts,
the relationship with CBS deteriorated, and
the Freex became a collective with the addition of seven more people. They continued
to shoot daily, even though they had no
market for the footage. As one puts it, “It was
necessary for us to go to these places where
history was being made.” The Freex filmed
at women’s liberation rallies, student strikes,
and anti-war protests. On occasion, they also
provided video projections for rock concerts,
but for the most part their efforts didn’t pay
the bills, so they left the city for communal
living in upstate New York where they would
launch a public access TV station. An interesting documentary about a group who in many
ways prefigure the citizen reporters who share
video via social media, this is recommended.
Aud: C, P. (K. Fennessy)

Last Day of Freedom HHH1/2

(2015) 32 min. DVD: $375. Grasshopper Film.
PPR.

Told completely through simple and stark
line-drawing animation, filmmakers Dee
Hibbert-Jones and Nomi Talisman’s shattering, Oscar-nominated true story of a murder
committed by a troubled Vietnam War veteran is all the more personal for being told by
the killer’s grieving, older brother. Bill Babbitt narrates this tragic tale about a younger
sibling, Manny, who apparently was a sweet
and typical kid until an accident caused a
serious brain injury. The damage done to
Manny’s learning and cognitive abilities was
extensive, and—as is often typical with head
traumas—his personality changed. Unable
to pass a written test for entrance in the U.S.
military, Manny nevertheless was allowed to
enlist and found himself at Khe Sanh in Vietnam. A shrapnel injury to his brain further
affected Manny’s quality of life, and upon
returning to America he became homeless
despite Bill’s efforts to give him shelter and
care. When Manny is accused of a terrible
crime, Bill struggles with whether to turn
his brother over to the police, and then is
despondent when the judicial system simply swallows Manny up. Last Day of Freedom
touches on several difficult subjects: the way
we treat our veterans, racism (the Babbitts
are African Americans), homelessness, and
criminal justice. A powerful, emotional documentary, this is highly recommended. Aud:
C, P. (T. Keogh)

Little Brother: Manchild in the Promised
Land HHH
(2015) 17 min. DVD: $75. DRA. Third World
Newsreel. PPR.

This fifth chapter in the Little Brother documentary short series about African-American
boys in different U.S. cities is set in Tucson,
where several youths are interviewed by filmmaker Nicole Franklin concerning their views
about love, family, success, racial profiling,
and future plans. The teens Franklin speaks
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with are clearly worried about living a life full
of potential tripwires, including dealing with
police or being racially pre-judged. Franklin’s
younger, pre-adolescent interviewees also talk
about their experiences of being stereotyped
in such seemingly innocuous situations as
going into a convenience store. It’s heartbreaking to hear a child say that in such
moments it’s better to just walk away and get
on with his day—part of the price of being
black in America. The Tucson location offers
a layer of rich and varied African-American
history beyond slavery, as the area was partly
founded by black soldiers and conquistadors.
Several of the boys here watch a historical
re-enactment involving a black soldier, a
viewing experience that seems to resonate.
A timely film, this is recommended. Aud: C,
P. (T. Keogh)

Losing the West HHH

(2013) 90 min. DVD: $26.95: public libraries; $69:
high schools; $150: colleges & universities. DRA.
Green Planet Films. PPR. SDH captioned.

This far-reaching documentary begins as
a charming portrait of a real-life Marlboro
Man—70-year-old Colorado cowboy Howard
Linscott—before expanding into a larger
story about the vanishing of Linscott’s world
of ranching and farming. A grizzled and
humorous character, Linscott is seen here
moving herds of cattle over terrain in all
kinds of weather, well aware that his job is
an important link in the commercial food
chain. Filmmaker Alex Warren captures
scenes of traditional ranching rituals such

as branding and ranch hands watching over
the births of calves. All of this feels warm
and reassuring, especially given America’s
longtime infatuation with cowboys, but then
Warren drops the other shoe: this way of life is
disappearing as climate change impacts land
and water, and unchecked development gobbles up terrain for suburban expansion. Men
like Linscott—and the women who work just
as hard on ranches—are facing serious challenges, even as the general populace becomes
increasingly more remote from their food
sources. Warren’s interviewees in the world
of environmental science and activism offer
some promising solutions, but there’s no escaping the sense that our love affair with the
Old West is all but behind us. Recommended.
Aud: C, P. (T. Keogh)

—Heather Kenihan, Senior Programmer,
Newport Beach Film Festival

(2015) 58 min. DVD: $29.95 ($390 w/PPR from
www.icarusfilms.com). Icarus Films Home Video
(available from most distributors).

The international outrage over the Taliban’s
destruction of the gigantic Bamiyan Buddhas
in 2001 has not carried over to the proposed
destruction of Mes Aynak, a site southeast of
Kabul that holds the remains of an ancient
Buddhist city containing numerous buildings—both temples and homes—as well as
statues, manuscript fragments, and other
artifacts. This rich store of priceless antiquities
is threatened because it lies atop the world’s
largest untapped deposit of copper, where the
state-owned China Metallurgical Group Corporation has obtained government approval

(2015) 73 min. DVD: $31.99, Blu-ray: $37.99. Film Rise (avail. from most
distributors).

Since: The Bombing of Pan Am Flight 103 is
a feature documentary that tells the story
of some of the first victims of terrorism, who
proved that ordinary people can accomplish
extraordinary feats in the wake of politicallyfueled mass murder.
Run time: 84 minutes; Closed Captioned

Noam Chomsky, the MIT linguistics professor whose leftist
critiques of U.S. government policies have spawned a virtual
cottage industry of documentaries, here offers a disquisition on
income inequality in the United States, which has emerged as
a major political issue in recent years. In Chomsky’s view, the
problem is neither new nor accidental: it results from a system
of governance founded on principles that can be traced back to
Aristotle, although among the American founders he identifies
James Madison as particularly influential. Simply put, Chomsky argues that from
the very beginning, the U.S. political process has been engineered to maintain the
power of the wealthy and influential against dangerously democratic tendencies,
a system that since 1980 has been ever more strengthened to serve the interests
of the super-rich. Chomsky, speaking gently but insistently in interviews recorded
over several years, lays out 10 principles that effectively lead to the subversion of
democracy, including manufacturing majority consent and manipulating election
outcomes through techniques derived from mass-market advertising, marginalizing
segments of the population, and making sure that regulators are themselves regulated
so they will not infringe on opportunities for profiteering. Chomsky suggests that
organized resistance might impede the current system, but expresses no optimism
regarding that possibility (and admits to his own lack of organizational skill). Even
if you don’t agree with Chomsky, whose words here are accompanied by well-chosen
visual montages and clever animated segments, it’s hard to deny that at 87 he still
presses his viewpoints with undiminished conviction. Recommended. [Note: this is
also available on DVD with public performance rights for $249 from Zeitgeist Films,
www.zeitgeistfilms.com.] Aud: C, P. (F. Swietek)
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“Riveting but crushing at the same time.
A powerful portrayal of the emotional
price of terrorism.”

Saving Mes Aynak HHH

Requiem for the American Dream HHH
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for a $3 billion open-pit mining project—a
venture that will destroy the site while also
having a devastating effect on local residents.
Brent E. Huffman’s documentary looks at
the details of the proposed project through
interviews with company and government
officials amidst accusations of bribery and
corruption, but his focus is on Afghan archaeologist Qadir Temori, who is leading a
ragtag band of local workers in an attempt to
excavate and preserve as much of Mes Aynak
as possible before the mining begins—originally scheduled for 2012 but since postponed,
partially due to Taliban-inspired violence in
the area. Although Huffman also includes
footage of foreign experts, mostly French,
who assist in the operation (and notes how
modest funds from the West are being raised
to support it), he rightly keeps the spotlight
on Temori, a courageous man who is literally
putting his life on the line in a desperate
effort to save his country’s cultural treasures
from being sacrificed in the name of putative
economic returns that will probably never
reach ordinary Afghans. Recommended. Aud:
C, P. (F. Swietek)

Something Better to Come HHH1/2
(2014) 98 min. In Russian w/English subtitles.
DVD: $300. DRA. Film Platform (avail. from
www.filmplatform.net). PPR.

Filmmaker Hanna Polak’s empathetic
HBO-aired documentary looks at the community that has built up around Russia’s
Svalka, the world’s biggest landfill, which
is located 13 miles from the Kremlin. Although filming is forbidden, Polak spent 14
years documenting the inhabitants, eventually narrowing her focus to 10-year-old Yula.
Many residents have medical problems, but
say they would rather die in Svalka than
travel into town where no one will treat
them (which is exactly what happens when
Polak helps to smuggle someone out for a
trip to a hospital). Yula’s mother says that
she was devastated when her father died of
tuberculosis. “I want a normal life,” Yula
says. “Not the one I have.” She and others
sleep on dirty mattresses and do what they
can to keep their meager belongings dry,
but they’re also playful and resourceful, and
find ways to listen to the radio and make
music, even though the rest of society shuns
them. When Polak catches up with Yula two
years later, nothing has changed, except
the color of her hair, and on subsequent
visits Yula is seen drinking and hanging out
with a male companion. From time to time,
police burn down the huts, but the people
continue to build new ones. When Yula
becomes pregnant, she stays with a relative,
but this experience is worse than living in
the dump, so she returns. Just when it seems
she’ll never get out, Yula’s situation starts to
improve in this grim but ultimately hopeful
documentary. Highly recommended. Aud:
C, P. (K. Fennessy)
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Y Homeless? HHH

(2016) 87 min. DVD: $19.95. Cinema Libre Studio (avail. from most
distributors).

The homeless are a tragic fixture of America’s big cities and
small town squares. Who are they and how did they wind up
in this condition? To answer this, filmmaker Glen Dunzweiler
embarks on a cross-country odyssey, often sleeping in his car, to
meet with the homeless, for whom life is often a 24/7 struggle
in which transients must cope with the always present threats
of assaults and thefts. In many cases, homelessness is triggered
by a financial crisis, job loss, injury, or illness. According to many interviewees, drug
and alcohol abuse aren’t so much a cause as a result of being homeless, although every
case is unique, from the voluntarily homeless, to those living in “drunk camps,” to
veterans seeking refuge in “stand down” communities. The small things that we take
for granted, such as laundry and bathing facilities, require planning and the setting of
priorities in the homeless camps. One in four of the homeless are vets—often plagued
by post-traumatic stress disorder—while many others are ex-offenders (sexual and
otherwise) who are unable and sometimes unwilling to get jobs or find affordable
housing. Many panhandle in the streets, leading to the widespread misconception
that the homeless simply lack the willpower to change their conditions. Overall, the
experts agree that homelessness is a national problem that requires local solutions.
Recommended. Aud: C, P. (S. Rees)

Voices of Muslim Women from the U.S.
South HHH

(2015) 32 min. DVD: $89: public libraries, $295:
colleges & universities. Women Make Movies. PPR.

Rachel Raimist directed this short documentary spearheaded by Dr. Maha Marouan, a professor of gender and race studies
at the University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa.
The film grew out of Marouan’s feelings
of frustration as a Muslim woman in the
South, so she interviews students to get their
take on the experience. Sehar, a freshman, is
of Pakistani descent. People sometimes tell
her to “go back to where she came from,”
which she finds amusing, since she grew up
in New Jersey. Although she wears a head
scarf, many of her female relatives do not.
Lubna, who hails from Saudi Arabia, is a
junior majoring in chemical and biological
engineering. She’s following in her father’s
footsteps because he encouraged her to
attend his alma mater. When people find
out where she’s from, they express surprise,
because she doesn’t wear a hijab. She also
recalls the time a customer called the police
when she and her family were speaking
Arabic in a restaurant. Haila, a senior, was
born in Yemen, and is majoring in criminal justice. Before moving to the South,
her family lived in Michigan. She has to
make the first move in social situations,
because non-Muslims feel uncomfortable
approaching her. Jessica, an English major,
and Alexandria, a psychology major, both
grew up in southern Christian homes, and
converted to Islam in college. Jessica says
that the “only real backlash I get is that my
grandfather gets really upset when I don’t
eat his barbecue ribs.” As a whole, the women here aren’t constrained by their faith.
High school and college students, especially,

68

will likely be interested in the interviewees’
experiences. Recommended. Aud: H, C, P.
(K. Fennessy)

EDUCATION
Oyler HHH1/2

(2015) 56 min. DVD: $89: public libraries & high
schools; $250: colleges & universities. DRA. The
Video Project. PPR. Closed captioned.

Amy Scott’s documentary, inspired by the
Marketplace public radio series “One School,
One Year,” focuses on the Oyler School, located in Cincinnati’s economically depressed
Lower Price Hill neighborhood. Under the
guidance of Principal Craig Hockenberry,
the school has worked to improve the lives
of its students through expanded educational
offerings (the curriculum initially ended with
eighth grade, but now goes through high
school), as well as access to a health clinic, a
vision center, and mental health counseling.
The school offers breakfast, lunch, and dinner
for students, and food to take home for weekends. Hockenberry goes out into the community to chase away drug dealers and lasso
back truants, while also encouraging students
to take their studies and their lives seriously.
The film also follows several students who
are aiming for higher education, a goal made
more challenging by some families’ lack of
emphasis on educational achievements (one
girl nonchalantly admits that her mother is a
prostitute with whom she has only minimal
contact). While Hockenberry’s mission is
noble, the results have been mixed (at one
point, the state threatens to fire him due to
the school’s low ranking in academic performance). But this is still a challenging case
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study of embattled public education. Highly
recommended. Aud: C, P. (P. Hall)

Deep Web HHH

(2016) 90 min. DVD: $29.95. Kino Lorber (avail. from most distributors).
Closed captioned.

LAW & CRIME
Bloodsworth: An Innocent Man HHH

(2016) 82 min. DVD: $24.95. Kino Lorber (avail.
from most distributors). Closed captioned.

In 1984, a 9-year-old girl in Baltimore
County was brutally assaulted and murdered.
Kirk Bloodsworth was arrested after his similarity to a police sketch aroused suspicion,
and he was quickly convicted and sentenced
to death. Directed by Gregory Bayne, this
documentary follows Bloodsworth’s desperate quest for justice in the face of legal bureaucracy, indifference, and outright incompetence on the part of the defense. In prison,
no inmate ranks lower than a child molester
or murderer, and Bloodsworth was subjected
to constant threats and taunts. After almost
nine years in prison, Bloodsworth read Joseph
Wambaugh’s 1989 nonfiction book The Blooding, which alerted him to the importance
of DNA fingerprinting. Incredibly, forensic
evidence in his case that was thought to be
lost turned up in a prosecutor’s closet, and
after testing Bloodsworth was cleared and released (the real murderer was actually located

Filmmaker Alex Winter’s documentary tells the story of
Ross Ulbricht, who was arrested in 2013 and charged with
being a drug kingpin and anonymous mastermind behind
the secretive online site Silk Road. The tale of Ulbricht and
Silk Road is woven into a look at the larger phenomenon of
the so-called “dark net,” a vast section of the Internet where
websites and communication are all but untraceable. Anchored
by the investigative reporting of Wired magazine journalist
Andy Greenberg, Deep Web delivers a highly detailed account of the emergence
of Silk Road, which not only brazenly serves as an Amazon-like marketplace for
drugs, but is also a flashpoint for anarchist, extreme libertarian, anti-government
views, mainly arguing that the decades-long War on Drugs is driven solely by entrenched bureaucracies and corporate profits, while homeland security and federal
authorities are running amok as they obtain private data without warrants. Winter
catches a viewer up pretty quickly on the broad outline of the situation, and then
tightens his focus on the apprehension and trial of Ulbricht, a seemingly harmless
brainiac who briefly ran an online bookselling venture and then—depending on
whom you ask—was either the guiding force (known as the Dread Pirate Roberts,
from the character in William Goldman’s The Princess Bride) behind Silk Road (and
may have been involved in murder-for-hire activities), or part of a collective, or a
minor player. While Ulbricht’s ultimate guilt or innocence matters to Deep Web’s
narrative (as well as to his parents, who appear here), the fi lm is ultimately about
larger issues raised by the government’s handling of the case, especially dubious
priorities related to drugs, security, and personal liberties. Recommended. Aud:
C, P. (T. Keogh)
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When Justice Isn’t Just HHH

(2016) 42 min. DVD: $19.95. First Run Features (avail. from most
distributors).

Oscar-nominated director David Massey’s informative if also
somewhat impressionistic documentary offers a timely exploration of the state of American justice for African Americans and
other people of color. When Justice Isn’t Just begins with a representative fraction of the police killings (and other officer-involved
brutality) of unarmed black men and women in the last few years,
much of it caught on dashboard or smartphone cameras. Familiar
video images of Tamir Rice, Eric Garner, and Levar Edward Jones
being shot or otherwise assaulted by police are among the tragic incidents that led to
the formation and growing influence of Black Lives Matter, represented here by one of
its key organizers, Dr. Melina Abdullah. Also interviewed are philosopher-activist Dr.
Cornel West, civil rights attorney Benjamin Crump, criminal defense attorney Tom
Mesereau, and LAPD Deputy Chief William Scott, who offer perspectives in overlapping conversations about the justice system, lack of police accountability, myths and
realities about black-on-black violence, poverty and the scarcity of opportunity, and the
disproportionate number of poor African Americans who are incarcerated and arguably
used as slave labor in the so-called prison-industrial complex. What dilutes the film’s
message, however, is its rough-cut organization and tendency to let individual scenes
roll on too long. But even with its flaws, this is a powerful and timely discussion starter.
Recommended. Aud: C, P. (T. Keogh)
in the same prison as Bloodsworth, serving
time for an unrelated crime). Since leaving
prison, Bloodsworth has devoted his time to
working to have the death penalty repealed
in Maryland. The documentary shows him
testifying at hearings and speaking before
anti-capital-punishment advocacy groups. In
addition to the facts of his case, Bloodsworth
also describes the horrific conditions in the
jails, his difficult readjustment to freedom,
the minimal compensation he received for
being unjustly imprisoned (much of the
money went to lawyer’s fees), and his feelings of vindication when Maryland’s death
penalty is finally repealed. Not everyone
will agree with Bloodsworth’s opinions on
criminal justice (or the lack thereof), but
this is a thought-provoking film that raises
serious issues concerning our legal system.
DVD extras include alternate endings and
outtakes. Recommended. Aud: C, P. (S. Rees)

students searched at school is also explained
here). The Fifth Amendment’s right for the
accused not to self-incriminate is explored,
as is the Sixth Amendment’s right to an attorney in both federal and state felony cases.
The conditions for civil cases are laid out in
the Seventh Amendment, while the Eighth
Amendment’s rules concerning the right to
post bail are underscored. Relevant history
is shared along the way, lending context for
understanding how many of these rights
evolved in later cases, such as the 1966 Supreme Court’s Miranda decision, as well as its
1963 Gideon ruling regarding a defendant’s
right to an attorney. A fine civics overview,
this is highly recommended. Aud: E, I, J, P.
(T. Keogh)

Rights of the Accused in America
HHH1/2

Sign with Robert: Deaf Culture HHH

Offering a good primer on the fundamentals of the fourth through eighth amendments (the first 10 amendments are collectively known as the Bill of Rights), Rights of
the Accused, part of the Exploring Our Nation
series, delivers a clear and concise overview
of the sometimes hard-won liberties to which
anyone in America is entitled. Examining the
meaning and ramifications of each amendment, the program explains key individual
rights, including the Fourth Amendment’s
guarantee against unreasonable search and
seizure, and the right to just compensation
for anything taken from an individual who
is not convicted of a crime (an exception for

This second volume in deaf host Robert
DeMayo’s 10-volume series provides extensive—although at times also very repetitive—
information about life as a deaf person. “Deaf
Culture” notes that although “unity defines
our culture,” deafness carries different labels:
some choose “hard of hearing,” or define
their handicap as a hearing loss, while others in the community identify as either deaf
(lowercase letters) or as Deaf (uppercase). Also
looking at CODAs (children of deaf adults),
interpreters, hearing parents, ties between
different countries—the U.S. has American
Sign Language, but there are many others—
and universal gestures (with examples of

(2016) 18 min. DVD: $49. Mazz Media. PPR.
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LANGUAGE ARTS
(2015) 99 min. DVD: $59.99: public libraries
& junior and high schools; $99: colleges &
universities. DRA. Tugg. PPR.
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translations of “thank you”), the program
features a detailed explanation of “name
signs” that are usually created uniquely for
a person (sometimes referencing physical
traits, mannerisms, or work), and a roll call of
pertinent acronyms for abbreviations, organizations, and terminology. Other segments in
this volume include “Myths, Do’s & Don’ts”
(addressing appropriate ways of getting a deaf
person’s attention) and “Deaf History” (on
events, inventors, and entertainers, but unfortunately without pictures). The backdrop of
DeMayo signing with onscreen captions and
voiceover available on only some of the clips
is rather dry, but the content is thorough and
sure to be helpful. Other titles in the Sign with
Robert series include Sign Language Practice,
Academic Signs, Survival Signs and Skills, and
Numbers and Time (series price: $495: public
libraries & junior and high schools; $895:
colleges & universities). Recommended. Aud:
J, H, C, P. (J. Williams-Wood)

NATURE, MATH & SCIENCE
The Last Reef: Cities Beneath the Sea
HHH
(2012) 44 min. Blu-ray: $19.99. Shout! Factory
(avail. from most distributors). SDH captioned.

This IMAX nature film looks at the plight
of coral reefs, which provide entire ecosystems for vast colonies of small creatures in
the world’s oceans. Increasing carbon content and pollution in seawater threatens to
destroy these treasures of the deep. Most of
what is seen here is very nearly pure atmosphere and ambiance, with lustrous imagery
of strikingly colorful anemones, sea slugs,
fish, and the decidedly surreal underwater
images of statues of humans (plus shipwrecks
and other structures deliberately sunk in
coral grounds to provide anchor-points for
fresh reef-building). The shots of the placid,
zombie-like human figures half-buried in the
sand and semi-transformed by aquatic life
make for an eerie highlight that compensates
for the general absence of a strong narrative
here. Extras include behind-the-scenes shorts,
and a photo gallery. Also available in a 4K +
3D Blu-ray edition priced at $39.95, this is
recommended. Aud: J, H, C, P. (C. Cassady)

See the Keepers: Inside the Zoo HHH
(2015) 71 min. DVD: $19.99. Virgil Films (avail.
from most distributors). Closed captioned.

Shot at the Memphis Zoo, filmmakers Sara
Kaye Larson and Joann Selvidge’s eye-opening documentary takes viewers behind the
scenes of zookeeping, focusing on some of
the committed individuals who manage
scores of tasks every day while taking care
of wild animals. The bulk of the footage
captures zookeepers making their rounds
of feeding and cleaning up after every kind
of critter, although it is clear that in many
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DVD
PICKS
Sponsored by BayView Entertainment
Gambling On Extinction HHH1/2

(2014) 52 min. DVD: $39: public libraries; $79: high schools; $159:
colleges & universities. DRA. Green Planet Films. PPR. Closed captioned.

Filmmaker Jakob Kneser’s clear-eyed documentary looks at
the shocking truth about the illegal trade in poaching wild
elephants and rhinos in Africa. The speed at which these animals are in decline is alarming: in just a century, the number of
elephants on the entire continent has dropped from 10 million
to less than 500,000. At a rate of 33,000 elephants being poached
each year, it’s obvious that there will be none left in the very
near future. The same holds true for rhinos. What drives this
extreme $20 billion black market slaughtering business? The answer is an international
demand for ivory from elephant tusks and a ridiculous belief that rhino horns have
magically medicinal properties. The film features nauseating sights of elephant and
rhino carcasses hacked to pieces, while offering evidence of the difference between
the way professional poachers go about their grisly work versus the clumsier, more
tortuous methods of local amateurs. The camera also follows the investigations of antipoaching cops in Kenya who always seem to be several steps behind the criminals,
and it journeys to Vietnam and China, where the possession of rhino horns is both
a status symbol and an expensive snake oil thought to cure ailments. While some
solutions are suggested, the real answer still seems a long way off. Sounding a deeply
disturbing alarm about the potential extinction of some of the most majestic creatures
on Earth, this is highly recommended. Aud: C, P. (T. Keogh)
cases certain keepers have unique bonds with
different species. One young gentleman has
a close relationship with various wildcats,
while the young penguins love to have only
one particular woman pet them (they snap
at others). Familiar scenes of zoo life include
keepers giving short talks to crowds gathered
at various exhibits, big cats pacing restlessly,
and primates putting on a graceful display
of athleticism. But as the title implies, more
often it is the people who are being observed
here, along with their habits and concerns.
For the most part, the zoo employees appear
to be happy, despite making less than $12
an hour, dealing with multiple safety protocols, worrying about the well-being of their
charges, and experiencing the stress of watching animals die of various causes. The story of
a giraffe named Kofi is returned to repeatedly:
Kofi was set apart from other giraffes when
he was endangered by a dominant male, and
he has long refused to leave a tiny, penned-in
space established for him. Although the film
doesn’t really probe the morality of zoos,
Kofi’s dilemma illustrates what is good and
yet also ethically questionable about keeping
animals in zoos. Recommended. Aud: C, P.
(T. Keogh)

HEALTH & FITNESS
Everything You Need to Know About
E-Cigarettes, Vaping, and Hookahs
HHH
(2016) 20 min. DVD: $149.95 (teacher’s guide
included). Human Relations Media. PPR. Closed
captioned. ISBN: 978-1-62706-068-4.

Designed to help viewers make informed
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decisions about smoking products, this
concise guidance program combines factual
information from the hosts with interviews of
users, backed by detailed diagrams. Although
various new products are currently advertised
as “safe” alternatives to cigarettes, Everything
You Need to Know attacks that myth, starting
off with a look at the hookah, a popular
option for high school and college students
that originated hundreds of years ago in
the Middle East. While a participant giggles
that although she knew cigarettes were bad,
“no one’s really ever told you not to smoke
hookah,” the studies cited here state that
a smoker inhales 100 times the smoke of a
cigarette during an average hookah session
(a visualization with a soda bottle is used
to illustrate the difference in volume, while
it is also noted that the water doesn’t filter
the smoke, which carries toxic chemicals).
Examining the relatively new phenomenon
of electronic cigarettes and vaping—both
options heat liquids without burning smoke
(and consumers are lured by the myriad of
flavors and varieties)—the program points
out these alternatives still carry addictive
nicotine, and no long-term studies yet exist.
Also touching on the shady similarities between current marketing and 1950s and ‘60s
cigarette advertising (before the related health
problems, including emphysema and lung
cancer, were widely known), extras include
a bonus segment on vaping marijuana and
alcohol, as well as a PDF teacher’s guide. Recommended. Aud: J, H, C, P. (J. Williams-Wood)

The Good Breast HHH

(2016) 94 min. DVD: $298. Icarus Films. PPR.
Closed captioned.

Bernadette Wegenstein’s documentary
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YOGA BASICS: GENTLE YOGA
BAY2207 $12.99

If you want to feel the revitalizing beneets of yoga,
Kathy Smith’s Timeless Collection: Yoga Basics Gentle Yoga is the place to start. This complete
experience includes both standing and oor poses
to help you release tension, improve exibility,
increase core strength, plus create space and
tranquility in your body. As you start to link uid
movement with breath, you'll discover for yourself
yoga's time-honored power to restore the balance
of mind and body.

FUNCTIONAL FITNESS

TOTAL STRENGTH & CONDITIONING
BAY2199 $19.99

This workout DVD contains three total body
conditioning workouts: 1. Vertical Ab Toner designed
to stabilize your torso; 2. Lower Body Strength
designed to engage the lower body for greater
walking ease as well as improved up & down motion
(sitting & standing, etc.); and 3. Upper Body
Conditioning designed to strengthen connective
muscles
in the elbows, shoulders, spine, wrists, and
mus
hands. Perfect for seniors and other people just
starting out with exercise.

Order from your distributor or
call BayView at 201-488-6110
WWW . BAYVIEWENTERTAINMENT . COM
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focuses on a breast surgeon and four of
her patients. Lauren Schnaper of the Great
Baltimore Medical Center avoids jargon in
favor of plain talk. Although she has a sense
of humor (her surgical headpiece is studded
with rhinestones), she rejects hugs, insisting
on handshakes instead. Two of her patients
have had mastectomies; two others will undergo the procedure during filming. Instead
of making decisions for them, Schnaper provides her patients with the information they
need to make their own. She believes that
there is too much breast cancer screening,
and that too many women have unnecessary
mastectomies. Doris, who underwent a partial
mastectomy, meets with Schnaper about a
prophylactic (or preventative) mastectomy.
The doctor doesn’t believe this will prevent
recurrence, but she’s sympathetic to Doris’s
desire for a more symmetrical appearance,
so she performs the operation, which then
leads to reconstruction, but complications
ensue and the ordeal has an adverse effect
on Doris’s relationship with her boyfriend.
Former model Shelia relies on her faith as she
undergoes a mastectomy. While her cancer is
aggressive, she maintains a positive attitude,
but it returns after surgery, necessitating further treatment. Carol also stays upbeat, aided
by a husband who supports her every step of
the way. Debra, who had a bilateral mastectomy, returns to the clinic with concerns about
discomfort that Schnaper’s colleague is able to
assuage. Wegenstein also films a trip to Sicily
to observe a feast in honor of Saint Agatha, the
patron saint of breast cancer patients. An informative documentary that also personalizes
a devastating subject in women’s healthcare,
this is recommended. Aud: C, P. (K. Fennessy)

Seven Songs for a Long Life HHH1/2

(2015) 82 min. DVD: $150: public libraries; $300:
colleges & universities. Argot Pictures. PPR.

It’s hard to imagine a less depressing
hospice documentary than Seven Songs for
a Long Life, which is inspired by director
Amy Hardie’s experience working at the
Strathcarron Hospice in rural Scotland. Jim,
an administrator who sings while he works,
is but one of the facility’s musically talented
staff who help inspire patients. Nicola, a middle-aged mother, survived her first experience
with breast cancer, but she didn’t expect a
recurrence, let alone a terminal diagnosis.
She spends as much time with her family as
she can, but pain becomes more and more
of a problem. Iain, a former motorcycle
racer, has MS. Although he stays as active
as possible, his wife has become their son’s
primary caretaker. Julie, a young mother,
has non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma. Her doctors
recommended chemotherapy, but stopped
the treatment when they found it wasn’t
working. She’s been keeping a memory box
for her daughter filled with cards to open on
future birthdays. Tosh, an elderly gentleman
with prostate cancer, likes to sing standards.
He dresses up each day in a dapper suit, and
tells his doctor that he doesn’t want to know
how much time he has left, but would rather
take each day as it comes. Dorene, who also
likes to sing, has myeloma or cancer of the
bone marrow. A stem cell transplant has
bought her time, giving her five more years.
And Alicia, a retired midwife, feels she has
had a “gorgeous life,” but wishes her husband
was still by her side. By the end of the documentary, three patients have died, but Hardie

Can Alzheimer’s be Stopped? HHH

(2016) 60 min. DVD: $24.99 ($54.99 w/PPR). PBS Video. Closed
captioned. ISBN: 978-1-62789-677-1.

Alzheimer’s disease, the most common form of dementia,
has been described as a “death in life,” progressively robbing its
victim of memories, routines, recognition, and finally, life itself.
With the increasing number of aging Baby Boomers, Alzheimer’s
has the potential to bankrupt our national healthcare system.
Filmmaker Sarah Holt’s PBS-aired NOVA documentary looks at
contemporary efforts to slow and perhaps eventually prevent this
terrible scourge. First diagnosed in 1906 by Dr. Alois Alzheimer,
no cure for the disease currently exists, although medication can slow the progression
in some cases. Alzheimer’s is caused by plaques composed of amyloid protein, and
research indicates that damage is present long before any symptoms become evident
(up to 20 years sometimes), with progression really ramping up after age 65. Genetics
and family history play an important role, as indicated by groundbreaking studies
in Colombia, where some families show an almost 100 percent chance of becoming
afflicted (the film also examines the sensitive issue of sharing genetic information
with families, which could be an adverse trigger for any unstable potential victims).
For pharmaceutical companies, huge investments are at stake, and the documentary
follows the global race for a cure. Sadly, a “magic bullet” isn’t likely, and a multi-pronged
approach will probably offer the best chance for success. The documentary’s most poignant segments show Alzheimer’s patients struggling to hold onto hope, a reminder
of the tragic cost of this horrendous disease. Offering a good combination of human
interest stories and scientific information, this is recommended. Aud: C, P. (S. Rees)
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makes a strong case that modern medicine
combined with music extended their lives.
Highly recommended. Aud: C, P. (K. Fennessy)

Vaxxed: From Cover-Up to Catastrophe
H

(2016) 91 min. DVD: $24.95. Cinema Libre Studio
(avail. from most distributors).

This pseudo-documentary gained some
notoriety when it was included in the programming for the 2016 Tribeca Film Festival,
but then was suddenly dropped after festival
co-founder Robert De Niro withdrew the
invitation. A diatribe against standard MMR
(measles, mumps and rubella) vaccinations
for young children, the fear-stoking Vaxxed
underscores paranoid claims by an anti-vaccination movement that has been officially
blamed for recent outbreaks of childhood
diseases. Specifically, anti-vaccination forces
believe that there is a link between vaccines
and autism—a theory debunked by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), among other
public health agencies and published studies.
What makes Vaxxed unique among the examples of widely distributed misinformation
about vaccinations is that it is directly tied to
the discredited gastroenterologist, Andrew
Wakefield, who started the scare in 1998 with
the publication of a paper he co-authored
in the prestigious British medical journal
The Lancet. In time, The Lancet disavowed
the study and Wakefield was stripped of his
license in 2010 for fraud and the use of junk
science. But he carries on here as director of
this film, which is largely comprised of testimonials by parents who claim their toddlers
were perfectly fine until the MMR shot caused
them to regress into autism. Vaxxed also
heavily relies on recordings of a CDC insider
who says that corruption, incompetency, and
political pressure by Big Pharma are to blame
for a government cover-up of vaccination
issues. Flinging a lot of unsubstantiated numbers about, Vaxxed puts forth an irresponsible
conspiracy-laden argument that is based on
pure emotion. Not recommended. Aud: C,
P. (T. Keogh)

CHILDBIRTH & PARENTING
9 Months That Made You HHH

(2015) 180 min. DVD: $24.99 ($54.99 w/PPR).
PBS Video. Closed captioned. ISBN: 978-1-62789640-5.

The development of the human fetus—
from the moment of conception to birth—is
the subject of this fascinating (and in some
respects provocative) BBC/PBS three-part
documentary, which employs the findings
of biological research (presented with both
film footage and animation) to describe
processes that explain the fundamental similarities among all human beings, while also
considering—or speculating on—the factors
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that cause significant differences between
individuals. Establishing from the start a
countdown-clock schema to mark off the
crucial stages of the nine-month cycle, the
three episodes—“The First 8 Weeks,” “One
of a Kind,” and “The Final Countdown”—
deftly identify points at which major changes
occur, and note when slight (and often still
inexplicable) variations can happen with
serious, sometimes life-threatening results.
The series offers examples of those rare divergences from the ordinary by introducing
individuals and groups with conditions that
are caused by genetic abnormalities, including colorblindness, an inability to form bone,
hands with six fingers, and situs inversus, the
latter a situation in which internal organs
develop in reverse left-to-right positions. It
also suggests that much of what a person
will become has been predetermined by his
or her experience in the womb: a pregnant
woman’s diet, for instance, might powerfully
affect her child’s health and life expectancy,
while a recent study suggests that the stress
a mother undergoes during pregnancy could
cause conditions such as autism and learning
disabilities. Such conclusions will no doubt
give many viewers pause, but the documentary simply offers them up as possibilities
that may be tied to the creation of human
beings, a process that for all of our scientific
and medical advances remains deeply mysterious in many respects. Recommended. Aud:
C, P. (F. Swietek)

RE L A T ION S HIP S & S E X U A L I T Y
Inside the Chinese Closet HHH

S T R E A M I N G V I D E O FO R ALL LI B R AR I E S
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China function within a society that is still
not ready to offer them unconditional acceptance. Recommended. Aud: C, P. (P. Hall)

FOOD & SPIRITS
At the Fork HHH1/2

reducing meat and dairy in the diet (and,
by extension, the accompanying animal
exploitation). Highly recommended. Aud: C,
P. (C. Cassady)

BUSINESS & ECONOMICS

(2016) 89 min. DVD or Blu-ray: $75: public
libraries & high schools; $350: colleges &
universities. DRA. Tugg. PPR.

Trend Beacons HHH

With the organic grocery chain Whole
Foods’ backing (and founder John Mackey
on camera), one might suspect John Papola’s documentary of being something of a
promo piece. But At the Fork actually serves
up a passionate and well-made plea for conscientious eating. Papola introduces himself
as a meat-eating Italian-American filmmaker,
constantly urged by his wife to go vegetarian.
So, the pair embark on a cinematic road trip
to investigate the dysfunctional and dismal
processes involved in factory-farm agriculture, specifically looking at the treatment
of pigs, chickens, and cows. Even on the
best “humane” and free-range small farms,
where hogs are able to run through forests in
the rain just as in the wild, the point is still
made that these animals are being raised for
eventual slaughter as food. At the Fork features
some hard-to-watch scenes of castration and
mother-offspring separation, and the camera also follows a farmhand on his routine
of “culling” (killing) perfectly good birds
who don’t conform to commercial specs. In
addition to comments from interviewees—including authors and animal-welfare experts
Temple Grandin and Wayne Pacelle, along
with Iowa governor Terry Branstad—the film
ultimately details a three-point program on

Iceland’s “Markell Brothers” (Thorkell
Hardarson and Örn Marinó Arnarson)
direct this lively documentary on trend
forecasters that is backed by a bubbly, synthbased score that adds a whimsical element.
Fashion designers, retailers, and other businesses hire so-called trend beacons to find
out what they should be stocking for their
customers. Forecasters like Amsterdam’s
Christine Boland produce books which sell
for thousands of dollars and predict trends
two years into the future. She gathers information by traveling, attending art shows
and textile exhibitions, observing consumer
reactions, and taking pictures. Boland intends for the books to provide inspiration
and not blueprints. Clemens Rameckers and
Arnold van Geuns, the Dutch duo behind
RAVAGE, predict trends for the food, auto,
and hotel industries. While standing in
front of their country manor in Normandy,
van Geuns explains that they’ve been in
business for 40 years and that they never
fight. “It’s very comfortable,” he says (their
pet goat adds to the bucolic scene). To Ellen
Sideri, CEO of a trend forecasting service,
the job requires sensitivity “to what’s in
the air.” David Shah prefers to call himself a market analyst specialist, although

(2014) 54 min. DVD: $325. Grasshopper Film.
PPR.

Somm: Into the Bottle HHH1/2

(2015) 90 min. DVD: $19.99. Samuel Goldwyn Films (avail. from most
distributors). Closed captioned.

Filmmaker Jason Wise’s follow-up to his excellent 2013 Somm
(VL-11/13, a Video Librarian Best Documentaries selection) delves
further into the world of sommeliers, while also offering in 10
chapters a round-the-world anecdote-filled guide to wine’s journey from the vine to the bottle. Returning from the first film,
now-seasoned sommeliers Ian Cauble, Dustin Wilson, DLynn
Proctor, and Brian McClintic, along with grand old master somm
Fred Dame (decked out in duck hunting camouflage) and various
vintners, weigh in on a host of issues near and dear to oenophiles,
including wine cellars (fungus is good for aging), history (Caesar ordered his troops to
bring three liters of wine along before a battle), wine casks (particularly what is known
as the “great oak debate”), wine point scores (somms are split on their worth), and
wine-food pairing (which one somm calls “bullshit,” prompting another to respond,
“that’s like saying peanut butter and jelly is bullshit”). As in Somm, the somms’ gravid
pronouncements on taste accents in particular wines (“cigar ash,” “granite,” “tar,”
“stewed lamb”) are wonderfully entertaining. Taking viewers to France, Italy, and Napa
Valley (where America’s wine industry exploded after nearly dying during the Prohibition years), Somm: Into the Bottle is a fun and informative documentary that is likely to
be enjoyed even by non-oenophiles. Extras include audio commentary by Wise, and
additional footage. Highly recommended. Aud: C, P. (R. Pitman)
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he does similar work. Shah feels that he’s
providing direction and that the word
“trend” suggests “fad.” He cites discount
retailers like Zara and H&M as part of the
reason why fashions come and go more
quickly than ever, noting that this is also
why manufacturers are producing more
goods and why so many foreign workers are
underpaid. The trend forecasters aren’t to
blame for these developments, but they’re
part of a larger process that shows no signs
of slowing down. Recommended. Aud: C,
P. (K. Fennessy)

SPORTS, GAMES & RECRE ATION
Across the Ice: The Greenland Victory
March HHH1/2

(2016) 87 min. DVD: $14.95. DRA. Vision Films
(avail. from most distributors).

One of the fastest forms of transportation
in the world is…kite-skiing, which involves
being pulled along on a set of skis under a
strong wind. The catch is that snow and ice
conditions below one’s feet have to be just
right, but that is generally not a problem
for adventurers Sebastian Copeland (who
also directs) and Eric McNair-Landry, who
together made a record-setting 2010 journey along a south-to-north route across the
nationwide frozen exterior of Greenland—a
2,300-kilometer trek. On a good day when
weather conditions are optimal, the duo
cover an extraordinary amount of ground
on their kite-skis. But just as often they are
stuck inside a tent as fierce winds batter the
shelter for days at a time. In areas where
they can’t be sure if they’ll fall through a
hole, McNair-Landry and Copeland take it
slow. At other times, the effects of global
warming make everything slushy, creating
a different set of problems. The teammates
capture much of their experience on video,
often going to some lengths to obtain good
footage, while also sharing some survival
discoveries (don’t bother bringing goat
milk, despite its useful fat content and calories). As man-against-nature documentaries
go, this one is a winner. Highly recommended. Aud: P. (T. Keogh)

The Boys of ’36 HHH

(2016) 60 min. DVD: $24.99 ($54.99 w/PPR). PBS
Video. Closed captioned. ISBN: 978-1-62789-741-9.

Inspired by Daniel James Brown’s sentimental 2013 nonfiction bestseller The Boys
in the Boat, filmmaker Margaret Grossi’s
PBS-aired American Experience documentary, narrated by Oliver Platt, tells the
uplifting story of how nine working-class
collegiates from the Pacific Northwest won
a gold medal in the biggest rowing race
at the Hitler-hosted 1936 Olympic Games
in Berlin. As in the book by Brown—who
serves here as one of the main talking heads,
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along with author Timothy Egan—the film
centers on Joe Rantz, a hardscrabble kid
who was literally left behind by his parents
and then found acceptance on the rowing
team at the University of Washington. Intermixing archival footage and photos with
comments from interviewees (including
the late Rantz’s daughter), The Boys of ’36
covers the incredible wins of the UW Husky
freshmen against highly favored Ivy League
teams in key college races (watched by large
crowds, as rowing was one of the nation’s
most popular spectator sports in the 1930s);
the loving craftsmanship of George Pocock,
who created the “shells” (i.e., boats—Pocock’s crucial role is examined in much
more detail in Brown’s book); and the grueling training under coach Al Ulbrickson
(who continued to make team member
changes right up until the Olympics). When
the boys arrive in Berlin, critical stroke-setter Don Hume develops a respiratory infection (accompanied by fever) but still rows
for a knuckle-biting come-from-behind
victory. Overshadowed in the subsequent
press coverage by Jesse Owens’s incredible
track performance, this is an engaging
story of a group of determined Depression-era lads—“the finest I ever saw seated
in a shell,” according to Ulbrickson—who
pulled together for an amazing win on the
world stage. Recommended. Aud: H, C, P.
(R. Pitman)

THE ARTS
The 78 Project Movie HHH

(2015) 96 min. DVD: $24.98 (avail. from most
distributors), $349 w/PPR (avail. from www.
kinolorberedu.com). DRA. Kino Lorber. Closed
captioned.

Filmmaker Alex Steyermark and co-writer
Lavinia Jones Wright here travel coast to
coast meeting musicians in the folk/acoustic genre and recording the artists in their
element using the Presto, a 1930s machine
that is able to etch and playback 30-second
acetate discs on the spot. This was the technology used by nomadic musicologist Alan
Lomax for his legendary Library of Congress
audio (and the film visits the factory where
recording acetates are still produced today).
In addition to the fascinating history lesson
and appreciation for analog sound, The 78
Project Movie also depicts the emotional
reactions of the various artists and their
families—some of whose ancestors were
visited by Lomax—when they behold the
lo-fi miracle of the Presto. Featuring musicians such as Dylan LeBlanc and John
Doe, as well as actor John C. Reilly, extras
for this offbeat music documentary include
additional performances and an interview
with Don Fleming from the Association for
Cultural Equity. Recommended. Aud: C, P.
(C. Cassady)
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Othello HHH1/2

(2015) 180 min. DVD or Blu-ray: $29.99. Opus Arte (dist. by Naxos of
America).

Once again the titular noble Moor is goaded to murderous
jealousy against his wife Desdemona by his malevolent aide
Iago, but this 2015 Royal Shakespeare Company production is
different. In Iqbal Khan’s striking modern-dress staging (set, it
would appear, in a Venice that is more like a warlord’s camp),
Iago, who is usually played by a white man, is himself black, and
moved to action at least in part by Othello’s promotion of the
Caucasian Cassio over him. Although a few earlier productions
have toyed with the racial overtones of the play, none has done so quite as cunningly:
Khan even adds a “rap battle” between Iago and Cassio to the mix. In this version,
Othello is also not as noble as he is ordinarily portrayed, employing “enhanced
interrogation” techniques on Iago to get the truth out of him. Even Desdemona is
more assertive than normal. In other words, this is an unusual interpretation of the
play, but one whose provocations are both intelligent and compelling. The acting is
impressive across the board, with Hugh Quarshie a commanding Othello and Joanna
Vanderham an excellent Desdemona. But as is so often the case, it is Iago—here, the
volatile, swaggering Lucian Msamati—who dominates the stark, almost bare stage.
While this version of Othello won’t displace more traditional treatments, it is certainly
a worthwhile and challenging alternate, one that could prove especially effective in
attracting younger audiences who might resist a more conventional approach. Extras
include an audio commentary by director Iqbal, behind-the-scenes featurettes, and a
cast gallery. Highly recommended. Aud: C, P. (F. Swietek)

Behind the Mask—The Batman: Dead
End Story HHH
(2016) 99 min. DVD: $59.95 ($250 w/PPR from
edu.passionriver.com). Passion River (avail. from
most distributors). Closed captioned.

Independent filmmaker Sandy Collora set
the world of comic book fandom on fire when
his short film Batman: Dead End—the culmination of over a decade’s worth of work since
its conception—premiered at the 2003 San
Diego Comic-Con to overwhelming acclaim
and acceptance. Collora was well-poised to
advance to making Hollywood feature-length
blockbusters, but due to many factors—not
least being Collora’s own braggadocio over
his bottled-lightning success—the artist left
the entertainment dream machine behind
to pursue projects that would be made on his
own terms. Director Eric Dow cuts together
talking-head interviews with Collora’s colleagues and footage from Collora’s post-college days as an assistant in Stan Winston’s
makeup shop, as well as behind-the-scenes
glimpses from the set of Collora’s 2010 sci-fi
film Hunter Prey. While Collora’s abrasive tendencies are abundantly acknowledged here,
this solid documentary also celebrates the
filmmaker’s unbridled passion for the craft
of cinematic storytelling and his unshakable
work ethic to see a project to its end no matter
the personal cost (including his perseverance
during his mother’s lingering death from
cancer and his insistence on funding his
films with large chunks of his own savings).
Collora emerges as an artist with considerable integrity and plenty of moxie, one who
realized an adolescent boy’s dream of seeing
the Dark Knight battle both Predator and the
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Xenomorph from Alien—three properties
that Collora didn’t own rights to at the time
of filming Dead End. Offering an interesting
portrait of an idiosyncratic filmmaker, this is
recommended. Aud: C, P. (J. Cruz)

Forbidden Films: The Hidden Legacy of
Nazi Film HHH1/2
(2014) 93 min. In German w/English subtitles.
DVD: $249. DRA. Zeitgeist Films. PPR.

Filmmaker Felix Moeller examines the
hundreds of long-banned German commercial features—mostly scripted narratives—
made under the Third Reich (a period of
all-time popularity for Teutonic moviegoing)
that deliberately conveyed messages of militarism, loyalty to the Führer, anti-Semitism,
and enmity against the English and Polish.
Moeller captures modern German audiences
and curators (as well as director Margarethe
von Trotta) reacting to these now-infamous
works in fresh public screenings. Some are
unconditionally disgusted; others see surprising value in films that got a thumbs-up
from Joseph Goebbels. A state-approved 1941
pro-euthanasia tragedy (a doctor’s wife with
multiple sclerosis wants to exercise her right
to die) strikes a chord with some viewers,
who compliment the director’s daughter for
her father’s handling of the still-hot topic.
A pair of “former” neo-Nazis (not sounding
very former at all) remark on vintage propaganda—circulated through underground
bootlegs—and how vile anti-Jewish films
foretold the dangers of financial globalization. Without outwardly defending the Nazi
worldview, Moeller guardedly weighs the
historical, intellectual, and—yes—even en-
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tertainment content of this much-damned
and dangerous cinema. In a breathtaking
omission, however, there is no mention of
Leni Riefenstahl, whose films blurred the
lines between Gestapo propaganda and
pure visual art. Even so, this fascinating
documentary is highly recommended. Aud:
C, P. (C. Cassady)

Grey City HHH1/2

(2013) 80 min. In Portuguese w/English subtitles.
DVD: $89: high schools & public libraries; $350:
colleges & universities. PRAGDA. PPR.

The titular city is Brazil’s São Paulo, and
a stunning opening shot confirms the accompanying adjective: from a distance, São
Paulo appears to be a stunningly dismal collection of towering grey buildings. At street
level, however, a number of graffiti artists
have added provocatively colorful works of
art to the city’s blank walls. While some
of these artists have enjoyed international
renown (with works in the collections
of prestigious museums), the municipal
authorities vigorously if also erratically
implement the local Cidade Limpa (clean
city law) to “combat visual pollution”—
painting over works deemed aesthetically
unpleasing, while other graffiti murals that
meet bureaucratic approval are allowed to
remain. Directors Marcelo Mesquita and
Guilherme Valiengo offer an interesting
consideration of the blurred lines regarding what can be defined as street art and
what should be dismissed as vandalism.
Well-known Brazilian artists including Os
Gêmeos, Nina Pandolfo, and Nunca speak
with great passion about their work, but the
film also presents the bureaucratic response

to the graffiti in a fair and mature manner
that is often lacking in similarly-themed
documentaries. Highly recommended. Aud:
C, P. (P. Hall)

Masters of Rhythm HHH1/2

(2016) 28 min. DVD: $90: public libraries; $170:
colleges & universities. Palomino Productions. PPR.

Rhythm is one of the most powerful
forces in music, with the beat and meter
providing both the framework and glue for
many musical styles. Rhythm even reflects
our own human existence, which begins
with rhythmic heartbeats. In filmmaker Eve
A. Ma’s music documentary, rhythm is manifested through the hands and voices of very
talented Peruvian masters—percussionists
Lal Izquierdo, Juan Medrano Cotito, and
Freddy Huevito Lobotón, backed by guitarist
Coco Linares—who demonstrate the strong
beats of the country’s Afro-Peruvian culture.
Along with the music, the history of the
songs and beats are also explained by the
musicians (some stem from “code” during
times of slavery). Mostly played on the cajón
(a rectangular percussion hand drum), the
beats sometimes feature counter-rhythms
and poly-rhythms, and at other times are
in total synchronization, creating a powerful foundation for vocals, instrumentation
(like acoustic guitar), and, of course, dance.
In one such dance, called a zapateo, the
rhythms are performed by dancers using
techniques that some may recognize as
having a kinship with tap dance. Filmed
close-up, this is an intimate portrait of the
master practitioners of the rhythmic music
central to Afro-Peruvian heritage. Highly
recommended. Aud: C, P. (C. Block)

Our Mockingbird HHH1/2

(2015) 65 min. DVD: $295. Sandra H. Jaffe (dist. by Bullfrog Films). PPR.
SDH captioned. ISBN: 1-941545-57-2.

In the 50-plus years since its publication, Harper Lee’s novel
To Kill a Mockingbird has remained a beloved American classic.
Directed by Sandy Jaffe, this documentary follows the efforts of
two Birmingham, AL, high schools—one with a black student
body, the other white—who come together to stage a production
of Mockingbird that will hopefully illustrate how “our hearts have
changed.” Indeed, much has changed in Birmingham since the
1963 street riots when young civil rights protesters were met with police dogs and
fire hoses, and four little African-American girls were killed when the Ku Klux Klan
bombed the 16th Street Baptist church. In those days, libraries and swimming pools
were segregated, and black people could not try on clothes in the city’s department
stores. Of course, fear and ignorance certainly remain within the populace, but many in
Birmingham choose to embrace their history as a way of moving forward. In between
old news clips, footage from the 1962 film version of To Kill a Mockingbird, and scenes
of the teens rehearsing the new production, the documentary features interviews with
journalist Katie Couric, former Attorney General Eric Holder, civil rights legend Rep.
John Lewis, and actress Mary Badham, who played “Scout” in the film. The documentary
describes the book as a love letter to the South, small towns, and the bond between a
father and his daughter (the late Lee makes a brief appearance at the end). Presented
in both a full-length version and a 37-minute abridged edition, this is a stirring and
timely tribute to the ongoing struggle against prejudice. Highly recommended. Aud:
H, C, P. (S. Rees)
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Tradition is a Temple: The Modern
Masters of New Orleans HHH1/2

(2013) 84 min. DVD: $24.99 ($199 w/PPR).
Dreamscape Media. Closed captioned.

Angelic, goose-bump-inspiring voices—singing “Sweet Low, Sweet Chariot” in
acapella three-part harmony—open this
wonderful documentary on the modern New
Orleans musical scene. Although known for
the frivolity of Mardi Gras, the now-commercialized Bourbon Street scene, and a
drinking culture that makes Foster Brooks
look like a teetotaler, for many the prime
appeal of the Big Easy is music—and a music
culture—that has defined a type of jazz where
the rhythms are strong and brass instruments
reign. Whether it’s a “big band” ensemble or
a duo (a drummer playing just snare, kick,
and high hat with a trombonist/vocalist)
peeling off a poppin’ version of “Darktown
Strutters’ Ball,” the unmistakable vibe makes
toes tap and hearts sing. Filmed over four
years, filmmaker Darren Hoffman’s Tradition
is a Temple spotlights a new generation of
musicians, including Shannon Powell, Jason
Marsalis (youngest son in the legendary Marsalis family), Chuck Perkins, The Baby Boyz
Brass Band, and many others. New Orleans
was born out of a pouring in of cultures to
an early seaport, and may be the best example in the world where music is a common
language—respecting the origins of all who
participate. In many music towns, such as
Nashville and Austin, a mix of nurturing
community and fierce competition exists,
but in New Orleans it seems that everyone
is welcome to sit in—and they all bring their
“A” game, not to win but to make beautiful
music within the community to help feed the
soul. Combining insightful interviews with
wonderful music, this is highly recommended. Aud: C, P. (C. Block)

HI S T OR Y & C URRE N T E V E N T S
50 Feet from Syria HHH

(2015) 39 min. DVD: $99:95: public libraries &
high schools; $350: colleges & universities. The
Cinema Guild. PPR. ISBN: 0-7815-1536-X.

Director Skye Fitzgerald travels with Hisham Bismar, a Texas-based Syrian-American
orthopedic surgeon, as he returns to the
Middle East to help those injured by the
Syrian War (Fitzgerald doesn’t name the
surgeons with whom he works, in order to
avoid reprisals). During Bismar’s first trip back
in 30 years, he leaves behind his American
wife and children. In Turkey, he operates out
of a hospital 50 feet from the Syrian border,
offering—along with his colleagues—his
services on a volunteer basis. His patients
include Mohammed, a member of the Free
Syrian Army, who has lost mobility in a hand.
Mohammad describes himself as a freedom
fighter and not a terrorist. Most of the doctor’s
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Defying the Nazis: The Sharps’ War HHHH

(2016) 80 min. DVD: $24.99 ($54.99 w/PPR). PBS Video. Closed
captioned. ISBN: 978-1-62789-832-4.

In 1939, Unitarian minister Waitstill Sharp and his wife Martha
accepted a mission from their church’s leadership to travel to Nazi-occupied Czechoslovakia to help with the rescue of dissidents
and refugees who faced persecution and death under Hitler’s
regime. Leaving their children in the care of their congregation
in Wellesley, MA, the Sharps spent over two years working to
ferry hundreds of men, women, and children out of harm’s way,
often while staying one step ahead of being apprehended by the
Nazis. This PBS-aired documentary, co-directed by Ken Burns and Artemis Joukowsky (the grandson of the Sharps), shines a long-overdue spotlight on two of the most
courageous Americans to help the victims of Hitler’s Europe find safety. Indeed, the
Sharps are among the five Americans honored at Israel’s Yad Vashem as some of the
“Righteous Among the Nations” for their efforts during the Holocaust era. Combining
rare photographs, archival footage, and dramatic recreations, together with a wealth of
expert interviews and the writings of the Sharps (voiced here by Tom Hanks and Marina
Goldman), this riveting film tells an inspiring story of heroism and sacrifice during
the World War II years. Highly recommended. Editor’s Choice. Aud: H, C, P. (P. Hall)
other patients suffer from similar injuries to
hands and feet. Many also have scarring due
to shrapnel and shell blasts, such as 5-year-old
Abdullah, who has burns on his arms, legs,
and back. As one surgeon notes, “Most of
our casualties are children.” Fitzgerald also
interviews hospital staffers and other helpers.
One Turkish businessman, who uses his car
as a makeshift ambulance, says that “this
work gives me joy.” He takes pride in the fact
that he has never had to bribe border guards;
instead, he carefully chooses his words to
them—appealing to God if they appear to
be Christian, or Allah if they seem to be
Muslim. 50 Feet from Syria does contain some
graphic imagery, although it is on par with
many other documentaries concerning the
ongoing effects of war. Offering a sobering
if cautiously hopeful look at humanitarians
working on the border of Syria, this is recommended. Aud: C, P. (K. Fennessy)

Benghazi in Crisis HHH1/2

(2016) 60 min. DVD: $24.99 ($54.99 w/PPR). PBS
Video. SDH captioned. ISBN: 978-1-62789-746-4.

For most people, the name “Benghazi”
is synonymous with the 2012 assault on
the U.S. consulate in the titular Libyan
city and the ensuing partisan U.S. political
controversy over Democratic presidential
candidate Hillary Clinton’s role as then-Secretary of State. But the PBS-aired Frontline
documentary Benghazi in Crisis examines the
bigger picture of Libya’s collapse into chaos
following the 2011 overthrow of Muammar
Gaddafi, which resulted in a power vacuum
that led to a civil war in which 100,000
people were displaced amidst the rise of
ISIS as the reigning power in this section of
North Africa. Journalist Feras Kilani (who
also serves as director), here embedded in an
anti-Islamist militia just outside of Benghazi,
provides a very rare first-hand account of
the seemingly endless military combat that
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pits a patchwork of rival militias and the
none-too-efficient Libyan army against ISIS.
As a bonus, the DVD also features a second
Frontline documentary centered on an Islamic
world conflict, Yemen Under Siege, in which
journalist Safa Al Ahmad (also doubling as
director) brings her camera to the besieged
city of Taiz to document the wreckage caused
by that nation’s civil war. Al Ahmad also faces
distinctive safety issues as a female journalist
in a war zone where Western-style inclusionary considerations are conspicuously absent.
Both documentaries offer a bitter reminder
of crises that most U.S. media outlets would
prefer to ignore. Highly recommended. Aud:
C, P. (P. Hall)

Yellow Stars of Tolerance HHH1/2
(2015) 28 min. DVD: $19.99 ($199 w/PPR).
Dreamscape Media. Closed captioned.

Filmmaker Curt Fissel’s Yellow Stars of
Tolerance tells the story of now-fading yellow
stars painted on the side of a synagogue that
represent preserved symbols of a tragic past.
France’s complicated history during World
War II included the cooperation of French
authorities in arresting Jews during the
Nazi occupation (although there was also
a strong resistance movement). In July of
1942, in an action known as the “Vel’d’Hiv
Roundup,” over 10,000 Jews were arrested in
Paris. The anti-Semitic stars (reminiscent of
the identifying Star of David patch that Jews
were forced to wear) were painted by Nazi
sympathizers on a synagogue in Elbeuf
following the mass arrests. These fading
stars continue to silently document a horrific time in world history. A recognition
ceremony—recorded during the 2014 70th
anniversary of D-Day—with French and
U.S. officials (including President Obama)—
sets the context here for recollecting what
was to be the beginning of the end for the
Paris Jewish community in the mid-1940s.
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The Secret History of ISIS HHH1/2

(2016) 60 min. DVD: $24.99 ($54.99 w/PPR). PBS Video. Closed
captioned. ISBN: 978-1-62789-747-1.

The title of this PBS-aired Frontline documentary is somewhat
ironic, given the fact that ISIS’s ascension hardly occurred in
secrecy. Indeed, as filmmaker Michael Kirk clearly shows, the rise
of ISIS was accommodated, in large part, by decision failures by
both the (George W.) Bush and Obama administrations. Born out
of the al-Qaeda movement, ISIS owed much of its initial strength
to the efforts of Jordanian-born Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, a one-time
pimp whose radical interpretation of Islam was so extreme that he
used a razor to cut off tattoos from his skin in order to maintain the Koran’s taboo on
skin ink. After he was killed in a U.S. bombing raid in Iraq in 2006, al-Zarqawi’s leadership role was eventually inherited by Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, who holds a PhD but also
shared al-Zarqawi’s extremist religious fanaticism, including condoning human rights
atrocities. While these leaders were bringing thousands of recruits into ISIS through a
combination of shrewd propaganda and grand promises, the U.S. government repeatedly
underestimated and downplayed the power of ISIS in the Middle East until the group
established its own Islamic caliphate and international terrorist network. Offering solid
insights into the inner workings of ISIS, this is highly recommended. Aud: H, C, P. (P. Hall)
Some escaped to safety, while others either
hid or tried to integrate into smaller French
communities. The documentary also features survivors (all of them children during
World War II) who recount personal stories
of fear, terror, and hardship—and acts of
kindness and support from the French—as
they fled Nazi oppression. Highly recommended. Aud: C, P. (C. Block)

National Park, César Chavez National Monument, and Channel Islands National Park.
Accompanying the stunning visuals are informative interviews with local experts. Highly
recommended. Aud: P. (C. Block)

TRAVEL & GEOGRAPHY

Bowie: The Man Who Changed the World
HHH

Discoveries… America National Parks:
California Redwoods to Death Valley
HHH1/2

(2016) 50 min. DVD or Blu-ray: $24.95. DRA.
Bennett-Watt HD Productions. PPR. ISBN: 978-160490-208-2 (dvd), 978-1-60490-231-0 (blu-ray).

What kid—when hearing about it for the
first time—didn’t want to be in a car driving through the famous giant California
redwood tree that has a big enough “hole”
at its base to even accommodate a Chevy
Suburban? And how many know that the
famous tree is not actually part of the park?
The tree, located in an area near the park,
survived harvesting during logging activities
some 100 years ago—passed over precisely
because of the hole in its base. That’s just
one of the interesting facts in the latest
edition from Jim and Kelly Watt’s high-def
Discoveries…America National Parks series.
California parks are truly a study in contrasts
and extremes: here viewers will see black
bears sauntering through thick rainforests,
along with stark and arid desert landscapes,
WWII-era monitoring stations designed to
look like farmhouses, and more. In addition
to the Redwoods National and State Parks,
other stops include Death Valley National
Park, Mojave National Preserve, Joshua Tree
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BIOGRAPHY

(2016) 99 min. DVD: $14.95. DRA. Vision Films
(avail. from most distributors).

It’s some kind of accomplishment to make
a solid documentary about the late David
Bowie without actually incorporating his
music (aside from samples from pre-stardom
early efforts). This post-mortem portrait
looks and sounds better than the slapdash
production one might expect in the wake
of Bowie’s death at the beginning of 2016.
While nothing here will be hugely revelatory to those very familiar with the singer’s
life, filmmaker Sonia Anderson’s profile hits
the key points, from Bowie’s strong need to
escape his emotionally distant parents, to
his initial awkward performances, to his
increasing comfort in becoming a character
on stage, which led to the chameleon-like
performer’s adoption of ever-changing
personas over the years. Bowie’s marriages
and children are covered here, but in some
ways the most interesting material concerns
the evolution of Bowie’s business acumen.
After leaving finances to others—and never
having money, even during commercial
peaks—Bowie finally decided to take the
reins of his own career, coming up with
such innovations as Bowie Bonds (in which
investors gave him money up front in exchange for dividends later). Also of interest
is Bowie’s Berlin period, a storied chapter
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involving adventures with Iggy Pop, as well
as his attempt to meld into a band called Tin
Machine (as if anyone could accept him as a
member of an ensemble). An engaging tribute, this is recommended. Aud: P. (T. Keogh)

John Bunyan: The People’s Pilgrim
HHH
(2016) 50 min. DVD: $19.99. Vision Video.

A biography of the 17th-century English
writer and Baptist preacher John Bunyan, The
People’s Pilgrim tells Bunyan’s fascinating story through dramatic re-enactments, archival
material, walking tours of the places where
he lived, and the perspectives of interviewed
historians. Best known as the author of the
still-popular The Pilgrim’s Progress, a book
about an Everyman figure making his way
out of Hell to Heaven despite his past sins,
the Bunyan we initially meet here is a young
man who marries and turns to religion under
the influence of his wife. A repentant man,
Bunyan begins preaching at “noncomformist” gatherings (i.e., outside the Anglican
church), and becomes a popular figure at
many Christian events. But when these unofficial worship rituals are outlawed, Bunyan
is arrested and spends 12 years in prison,
during which time he wrote numerous works,
including an early draft of The Pilgrim’s Progress. Bunyan’s hardships and those of his two
wives (he remarried after his first wife died)
and children are detailed along the way, as
is his continued rebellion after being freed.
Telling the story of a key figure who not only
had a major influence on Christian thought
but is still read today, this is recommended.
Aud: H, C, P. (T. Keogh)

The Man Who Saved Ben-Hur HHH

(2015) 54 min. DVD: $19.95. DRA. Vision Films
(avail. from most distributors).

People who make movies often talk about
filmmaking’s ephemeral sense of community:
actors, crews, producers, and a director are
thrown together for a relatively brief period
and often grow close, only to go separate ways
when the project is over. The Man Who Saved
Ben-Hur is about a life lived in filmmaking and
the short-term friendships that soon become
memories, leaving the subject of this documentary, assistant director John Alarimo,
entirely alone at age 89. Filmmaker Joe Forte,
Alarimo’s second cousin, trains a camera on
the man who was part of many a crew on
mid-to-late 20th-century Hollywood movies,
often going uncredited for his efforts in fixing
all kinds of production problems. Although
he lives alone, suffers from poor circulation,
and is surrounded by too much memorabilia,
Alarimo retains an air of elegance. Showing
Forte old photographs from film sets, letters
from legendary figures, and clippings from
newspapers, Alarimo shares engaging tales
about going on holiday with Rock Hudson
(he won’t reveal what might have happened),
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Sandra Dee’s problems, and smoothing the
waters more than once during the making
of the 1959 epic Ben-Hur. Images of Richard
Burton, Elizabeth Taylor, Charlton Heston,
and others turn up in Alarimo’s collection,
but it’s hard not to feel sad that Forte’s courtly
subject is now excited about little more than
a trip to a wound care clinic and a karaoke
bar. Forte’s own relationship with Alarimo
strengthens over the course of filming, to
the point where he becomes the older man’s
caretaker. An interesting profile of a Hollywood insider (Alarimo passed away in 2014),
this is recommended. Aud: C, P. (T. Keogh)

Women He’s Undressed HHH

(2016) 99 min. DVD: $24.95. Wolfe Video (avail.
from most distributors). Closed captioned. ISBN:
978-1-942584-14-8.

Gillian Armstrong’s documentary about
Orry-Kelly (née George Kelly) combines interviews with actresses, such as Jane Fonda,
and designers, including Catherine Martin,
together with dramatic re-enactments featuring Darren Gilshenan as Kelly and Deborah
Kennedy as his mother, Florence. Born in
Australia in 1897, during his early years Kelly
worked in Sydney as a banker and in New
York as an actor, but neither career quite fit.
Then he found work on silent film sets, which
led to a job as a Broadway costume designer.
Kelly also befriended British actor Archie
Leach with whom he designed ties; after
the stock market crash, he and Leach—who
would become Cary Grant—moved to Hollywood. With Grant’s help, Kelly’s sketches
made their way to Warner Brothers, where
he changed his name to Orry-Kelly. Soon, he
was designing costumes for 60 films a year,
including 42nd Street and Casablanca, and
developed a close working relationship with
Bette Davis. While Orry-Kelly never came
out as gay, due to Hollywood’s repressive
attitude at the time, he also did not pretend
to be straight. After winning an Oscar for
An American in Paris, Orry-Kelly’s drinking
put him out of commission for a few years,
but he rallied to win two more Oscars before
illness took him out of the picture for good.
Extras include bonus interview footage. Recommended. Aud: C, P. (K. Fennessy)

Visit Video Librarian Online (www.
videolibrarian.com) for more reviews
during November and December, including: Barbarians Rising, Being Poirot,
East of Salinas, Finding Babel, Labyrinth
Journeys, Lady Be Good, Shakespeare’s
Tomb, Sweethearts of the Gridiron, The
White House: Inside Story, Wonders of the
Arctic, and much more!
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Series Update
The following titles are new additions
to series that were previously recommended. Titles are available from most
distributors unless otherwise noted.
Universal Studios
Home Entertainment
is releasing Welcome
to Monster High: The
Origin Story (74 min.,
DVD: $19.98, Blu-ray/
DVD Combo: $26.98),
the latest addition to
the animated series featuring Draculaura and the rest of the ghoul gang. See
review of Monster High Clawesome Double
Feature: Fright On!/Escape from Skull Shores
in VL-9/14.
Warner Home Video has recently
released Adventure Time: The Complete Sixth Season (473 min., DVD: 3
discs, $34.98; Blu-ray: 2 discs, $39.99),
the 2014-15 latest season from the Cartoon Network animated series featuring
human Finn and his best pal Jake the
dog. See review of Adventure Time: The
Complete Third Season in VL-7/14.
Newly available from Universal Pictures Home Entertainment and HIT
Entertainment is Thomas & Friends:
The Great Race—The Movie (61 min.,
DVD: $19.98, Blu-ray/DVD Combo:
$26.98), in which tank engine Thomas
and other crew members gear up for
the Great Railway Show. See review of
Thomas & Friends: Tale of the Brave—The
Movie in VL-11/14.
My Little Pony—Equestria Girls:
Legend of Everfree (74 min., DVD:
$16.98, Blu-ray/DVD Combo: $24.98),
the most recent program in Shout!
Factory and Hasbro Studios’s animated
series, follows the Canterlot High School
friends to their beloved Camp Everfree.
See review of My Little Pony: Equestria
Girls in VL-11/13.
The newest addition
to the Whistlefritz immersive language series
for youngsters, French
for Kids: Les Saisons
(35 min., DVD: $19.99)
features live-action,
animation, and bilingual subtitles. See review of French for
Kids: On Va Jouer in VL-11/14. Available
from: Whistlefritz, P.O. Box 363, Glen
Echo, MD 20812; tel: 866-944-7859; web:
whistlefritz.com.
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NEW!
Discoveries... America

National Parks

40+ titles, $24.95 ea / New titles monthly

Currently Available:

California Redwoods
Colorado Spectacular
Railroads
Grand Canyon
Arizona Footprints
Of The Ancients
Lyndon B. Johnson
Japanese American
Incarceration
Mount Rainier
& Mount St Helens
Independence Hall
Mount Rushmore
Florida Everglades
& Biscayne
San Antonio Missions
Olympic

Independence Hall
California Missions
Statue of Liberty
San Francisco
Yellowstone
Dry Tortugas
Arches, Canyonlands
& Natural Bridges
New Orleans Jazz
Hawaii
Wrangell-St Elias
Cuyahoga Valley
Yosemite
Glacier &
Craters Of The Moon
Katmai, Lake Clark
& Alagnak

200+ DVD titles / Also available in Blu-ray
Bennett-Watt HD Productions, Inc.
Ph: 800-327-2893 • Ph: 425-392-3935
Email: Info@Bennett-Watt.com

www.Bennett-Watt.com

ENVIRONMENTAL FILMS
DVDs | Streaming

FREIGHTENED is an expansive investigation revealing
the mechanics and perils of freight shipping. The film
uncovers the obscure world of container ships that
are central to our economy and environment.

BAOBABS: BETWEEN LAND AND SEA is a scientific
adventure to encounter the Baobabs of Madagascar
and the Vezo people, a nomadic tribe of the sea.

www.greenplanetfilms.org

415-377-5471
sales@greenplanetfilms.org

V I D E O

L I B R A R I A N

Japanese Anime
Cross Ange: Rondo
of Angel and Dragon,
Collection 1 HH1/2

(2014) 300 min. DVD: 3
discs, $59.98; Blu-ray: 2 discs,
$69.98. Sentai Filmworks
(avail. from most distributors).

Well-developed characters bump up against well-developed cleavage
in this mecha-combat saga featuring softcore
lesbian elements, peek-a-boo nudity, violence,
and raw language. In an advanced kingdom,
humans born without magical abilities are a
despised outcast minority. Popular 16-yearold Princess Angelise is outed as one of the
afflicted by her power-hungry brother during
her coming-of-age celebration, which incites
a palace coup and finds the girl banished to
a secret fortress where such untouchables (all
girls) train incognito to pilot flying power
suits against dragons that are besieging the
ungrateful realm. In this environment, Angelise loses her spoiled royal ways to become
Ange, a tough warrior ace, in what is actually
an interesting dramatic arc—even if the material borrows heavily from women-in-prison
sexploitation flicks. Compiling the first 12 episodes from the 2014-15 series in separate dual-language DVD and Blu-ray editions, rated
TV-MA, extras include a subtitled Q&A with
the Japanese animation team, who talk about
how they subvert many anime clichés regarding spunky girl BFFs and robots (a woman
artist did the oft-racy character designs). A
strong optional purchase. [Note: Cross Ange:
Rondo of Angel and Dragon, Collection 2 is also
newly available.] (C. Cassady)

Den-Noh Coil: Collection
One HHH
(2007) 325 min. DVD: 3
discs, $59.98; Blu-ray: 2 discs,
$69.98. Maiden Japan (avail.
from most distributors).

When it initially aired
on Japanese TV in 2007,
Den-Noh Coil was a heavily promoted series,
built around the concept of virtual reality and
the Internet (and it predicted something very
much like Google Glass). Set in 2026—which,
paradoxically, looks colorless, drab, and
mid-20th-century-like—the show features
digital environments called “e-spaces” that
are projected by computer servers throughout the city. Users with special eyewear are
able to perceive this hidden pop-up world
of display panels, maps, virtual pets, and
menacing software-based enforcement ‘bots
called Searchmatons. But along with the advance in technology has come unanticipated,
unauthorized digital life forms (“illegals”),
viruses, and potentially dangerous artificial
intelligences. A group of children suffering
the loss/corruption of their digital pets meet
a girl named Fumie, who represents a cyber
detective agency that looks into future-shock
enigmas such as the urban legend that hu-
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man beings can be spirited away into the
online universe. With all of the real/unreal
artifacts, weapons, and rules, the mind-twisting material has a steep learning curve (even
by Matrix standards), but the ensemble of colorful adolescents sets a surprisingly enjoyable
Little Rascals tone (if Our Gang were heavily
into hacking and IT). Compiling the first 12
episodes from 2007 in separate dual-language
DVD and Blu-ray editions, rated TV-14, this is
recommended. [Note: Den-Noh Coil: Collection
Two is also newly available.] (C. Cassady)

Gourmet Girl Graffiti:
Complete Collection
HH1/2

(2015) 2 discs. 300 min. In
Japanese w/English subtitles.
DVD: $49.98, Blu-ray: $59.98.
Sentai Filmworks (avail. from
most distributors).

The Japanese newspaper comic strip Happy
Cooking Graffiti inspired this food-oriented
shojo (girls) anime comedy. While the constant depictions of cookery and ingredients
appear high-calorie, the plotting is on the
decidedly lite side. Alone in Tokyo since
the death of her beloved grandmother (and
recipe mentor), sixth-grader Ryo fears that
her home-chef skills have diminished and
that she won’t make a good wife. Ryo gets
company—and a kitchen comrade—when
her diminutive cousin Kirin moves in parttime to attend a Sunday “cram school.” A few
more BFF girlfriends round out the cast in
this series featuring episodes that have Kirin
preparing for Ryo a lavish bento meal for
the school “sports day” when the martinet
coach demands only rice; the pair celebrating
friendship together on New Year’s Eve; and
trying to keep cool on a hot day not only with
ice cream but spicy winter treats eaten out of
season. Aside from the mouthwatering visuals
and odes to bean, fish, meat, greens, and so
forth, this is a relatively bland series, although
it’s hard to dislike a show that ends with the
onscreen farewell “It was delicious!” Compiling all 12 episodes from 2015 in separate
DVD and Blu-ray editions, rated TV-14, and
presented in Japanese with English subtitles,
this is a strong optional purchase. (C. Cassady)

Horizon in the Middle
of Nowhere: Complete
Collection HH

(2011) 650 min. DVD: 5
discs, $79.98; Blu-ray: 3 discs,
$99.98. Sentai Filmworks
(avail. from most distributors).

Serving up a sensory assault featuring loads of characters and layers
of mythology, this anime TV series combines
high-tech “mecha” with retro-feudalism.
After attaining near-godhood in science, selfish and warlike humankind backslid badly,
ruining Earth’s environment. A subsequent
attempt at a giant do-over of all human histo-
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ry fell victim to subterfuge and power-grabs.
Now, airborne armies—with contending
powers including “England,” “The Spanish
Armada,” and “The Catholic Church”—are
poised for war against the “Far East,” aka Japan, which holds the last habitable part of the
planet (and, in an echo of post-WWII, are denied their own weapons of mass destruction).
Warrior-students in the sky-going school of
Musashi embark on a quest to gather the
Armor of Deadly Sins—super-weapons that
will be the only defense against a prophesied
doom. The pantheon of heroes and villains
(of various species) include Tori Aoi, a cocky
boy whose M.O. is to get naked at inappropriate moments and grab the breasts and buttocks of the many voluptuous females, some
of whom are synthetic “dolls.” One such doll
is Horizon, a recreation of the Far East’s lost
sovereign, who is liquidated in order to use
her powers in the Armor of Deadly Sins. Um,
there’s also weaponized baseball. Although
the action is less frenetic in later episodes,
the series is overall top-heavy with fighting,
rescues, and alliances, along with noise, cleavage, and incoherency. Extras include shorts in
a mock classroom that try to explain what’s
going on (good luck with that). Compiling all
26 episodes from the 2011-12 first and second
seasons in separate dual-language DVD and
Blu-ray editions, rated TV-MA, this is not a
necessary purchase. (C. Cassady)

Parasyte—The Maxim,
Collection 2 HHH1/2

(2014) 300 min. DVD: 3
discs, $59.98; Blu-ray: 2 discs,
$69.98. Sentai Filmworks
(avail. from most distributors).

The second episode cycle
for Parasyte—The Maxim (see
VL-7/16) offers more grotesque violence and
mutations, in a world where humanity has secretly been invaded by ravenous, shape-shifting parasitic intelligences whose origins are
unknown (even to them). Schoolboy Shinichi
luckily was able to confine the wormlike
parasite in his body to one arm, where the
creature has not only managed to coexist
with him, but also often fights alongside him
against fully-possessed humans who morph
into monsters with scythe-like appendages.
While vicious slaughter and dismemberment
(of both species) is plentiful, the material
manages to address in surprisingly thoughtful measure the deep-dish questions of what
it means to be human, as some parasites
recognize mankind’s finer qualities. Yet, the
human authorities—faced with the “body
snatchers” threat of the parasites—also strike
ferociously (with the Hannibal Lecter-ish help
of a depraved serial killer with an ESP-like
ability to detect parasites). It’s no wonder
that Shinichi, with parasite cells permeating
his body, is a super-being whose alliances are
distinctly confused. Compiling the final 12
episodes from 2014 in separate dual-language
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DVD and Blu-ray editions, rated TV-MA, this
is highly recommended. (C. Cassady)

Punch Line: Complete
Collection HH1/2

(2016) 2 discs. 300 min. In
Japanese w/English subtitles.
DVD: $49.98, Blu-ray: $59.98.
Sentai Filmworks (avail. from
most distributors).

A metaphysical genre mix
dressed up to look more raunchy than it
actually is, this paranormal/superhero/conspiracy/comedy/drama does feature some
interesting turns. Hormonal youth Yuta
goes into such a sexual fit at the sight of
revealed panties that his unleashed bout of
action-frenzy foils a doomsday cult’s hijacking of a bus. Soon after, Yuta mysteriously
finds that he is an invisible, bodiless spirit,
rather like Patrick Swayze in Ghost (except
with a sassy spirit cat guide), able to observe
four BFF women from his apartment building
who seemed specifically targeted on the bus
by the cult. It seems that the females—one
of whom is a robot—comprise a group who
have key roles in saving Earth from destruction on New Year’s Eve. With his ghostly
powers of possession and ability to move
around the “spacetime valley,” Yuta is unable
to touch anything but still assists the squad
in their mission, while also seeking to solve
the enigma of his own disembodied state,
and trying to avoid glimpses of panties that
would literally have apocalyptic consequences. This 2015 series boasts cult potential for
viewers who can stick with its jumping-bean
narrative, but many will just not have the
patience. Compiling all 12 episodes in the
series in separate DVD and Blu-ray editions,
rated TV-14, and presented in Japanese with
English subtitles, this offbeat entry is a strong
optional purchase. (C. Cassady)

Rin-ne: Collection 1
HHH

(2015) 325 min. In Japanese
w/English subtitles. DVD: 3
discs, $49.98; Blu-ray: 2 discs,
$59.98. Sentai Filmworks
(avail. from most distributors).

The most revered woman in Japanese comics, Rumiko Takahashi
(Ranma ½, Maison Ikkoku, etc.), devised this
lighthearted take on ghostbusting for a 2009
manga series that is adapted here in this 2015
anime. Schoolgirl Sakura Mamiya can see
dead people (and animals), while classmate
Rinne Rokudo is a mystical “Shinigami” who
is able to guide confused and regretful lost
souls to their proper destiny (lest they become
evil spirits) in their next lives. Normally
Shinigami—a variant of the Grim Reaper,
essentially—are spirits themselves, but Rinne
is mortal, the result of an unusual Shinigami-human marriage. Being mostly human,
Rinne must rely on buying magical tools
for his work, which strains his shoestring
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budget as he tries to make his quota of saved
souls, while Sakura emerges as an incipient
sweetheart. Eventually, other Shinigami and
various apparitions show up, rivalries develop, and the series takes viewers on an amusing
trip to Hell. In the Takahashi tradition, the
emphasis here is on comedy-fantasy whimsy
(with inside-jokes aimed at other manga/
anime franchises) and witty characterizations
more than violence or fan service. Compiling
the first 13 episodes in separate DVD and
Blu-ray editions, rated TV-14, and presented
in Japanese with English subtitles, this is
recommended. [Note: Rin-ne: Collection 2 is
also newly available.] (C. Cassady)

Shirobako: Collection 2
HH1/2

(2014) 300 min. In Japanese w/
English subtitles. DVD: 2 discs,
$49.98; Blu-ray: $59.98. Sentai
Filmworks (avail. from most
distributors).

“Shirobako” (literally,
“white box,” an old VHS-technology reference) is a rather esoteric Japanese anime TV
series about…the Japanese anime TV series
business. In this second season follow-up, five
female former classmates from a high-school
anime club are now working in the industry,
but mostly at Musashino, an unglamorous
studio that once went bankrupt. The chance
to take on a popular franchise—Aerial Girls
Squad, a series about a team of young women piloting fighter planes—means a career
break, but it also tests the heroines’ talents for
management, producing quality artwork, and
coaxing grumpy old veteran illustrators and
dubbing specialists back to the production
line. Once one accepts the genre cliché that
the lead characters are perky females (none
looking remotely Japanese), Shirobako offers a
grounded-in-reality look behind the scenes,
with lots of talky production meetings, casting sessions, and anime conversation about
creative integrity. Still, it’s hard to resist the
nostalgic charm when the ensemble explores
the vaults of the old studio and gazes upon
vintage painted cels of cartoons that are now
all done on computer. Hardcore otaku will
enjoy the insider minutiae and references to
actual anime shows, personalities, and issues,
but this will have less appeal for casual anime
viewers. Compiling the final 12 episodes from
2014 in separate DVD and Blu-ray editions,
rated TV-PG, and presented in Japanese with
English subtitles, this is a strong optional
purchase. (C. Cassady)

Trinity Seven H1/2

(2014) 300 min. DVD: 3
discs, $59.98; Blu-ray: 2 discs,
$69.98. Sentai Filmworks
(avail. from most distributors).

The Japanese anime trope
of teasing near nudity and
sexual innuendo that is
called “fan service” predominates in this
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handsomely rendered but smarmy series.
Cocky Arata Kasuga wakes up one day and
realizes that his surroundings are a Matrix-style counterfeit. It seems that three days
earlier his town disappeared in a mysterious
“Breakdown Phenomenon” centered on Arata. Now, Arata is a suspected “Demon Lord
candidate”—i.e., an incipient vessel for vastly powerful destructive magic. Straightaway,
Arata finds himself in a pocket universe in
the form of a (rather depopulated) magic
academy, where seven well-endowed female
“mages” have gathered to test/destroy/
protect him (one spooky nubile sorceress,
declaring that he is her destined mate, refers
to Arata as her “husband” continually). Arata
isn’t at all dismayed by his dilemma; in fact,
he especially enjoys that the casting of his
spells usually has the side effect of blasting
all of the clothing off the scandalized girls.
Many bulging breasts are groped here,
but little sense is made. Presenting all 12
episodes from the 2014 series in separate
dual-language DVD and Blu-ray editions,
rated TV-14, this is not a necessary purchase.
(C. Cassady)

When Supernatural
Battles Became
Commonplace: Complete
Collection HH1/2
(2014) 300 min. DVD: 3
discs, $59.98; Blu-ray: 2 discs,
$69.98. Sentai Filmworks
(avail. from most distributors).

An adaptation of a Japanese comical novel
series, this anime sports a gag premise that
will be elusive to all but “otaku,” i.e., serious
Japanese-media fans. Members of the largely
female Senko High Literature Club suddenly
develop superpowers, possibly in relation
to a “fairy war” in the shadows. Whilst
the finale episode does serve up adventure
and an action-apocalyptic showdown, the
paranormal antics here rarely deviate from
the mundane stuff found in any other romcom manga comic or anime soaper with a
classroom setting. Student characters talk
about recipes and whether to masquerade
as sweethearts in order to get a couples’
discount at a local eatery; they prop up each
other’s self-esteem; they squabble about
choosing meaningless mythologies, weapon
names, and battle cries (“Time is guilty!”) to
accompany their powers. And, of course, as
the lone male club member, Jurai is a crush
for all the girls, even as they are annoyed by
his pretentious mock-superhero brooding
and pride over being able to conjure a black
flame (that doesn’t seem to do anything).
Although basically harmless, this low-boil
spoof will likely strike casual viewers as talky
and trivial (which is exactly what it’s aiming
for). Compiling all 12 episodes from 2014
in separate dual-language DVD and Blu-ray
editions, rated TV-14, this is a strong optional
purchase. (C. Cassady)
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Music Dance
Boris Godunov HHH1/2

(2014) 115 min. In Russian w/
English subtitles. DVD: $32.99.
Dynamic (dist. by Naxos of
America).

Modest Mussorgsky’s opera receives a lavish, imaginative interpretation in this
2014 production from Bulgaria’s Sofia Opera
and Ballet. Director/producer/stage designer
Plamen Kartaloff presents Boris Godunov in
an open air setting in front of Sofia’s towering Aleksandr Nevsky Cathedral, filling
the stage with an opulent parade of grandly
costumed figures from monarchical and religious hierarchies, serving up a visual feast
worthy of conductor Konstantin Chudovski’s
command of Mussorgsky’s towering music.
Martin Tsonev dominates as the conflicted
tsar Boris, exhibiting a physical majesty
worthy of a 16th-century ruler coupled
with strong vocalism as he displays a deep
emotional understanding of the internal
and external challenges torturing Boris. As
the charlatan that tries to usurp the throne
by pretending to be Boris’s murdered son,
Kostadin Andreev effectively creates a villain
who is reprehensible yet also all-too-human
in his desire to steal undeserved authority. In
many ways, the real star of the show is the
sacred landmark that serves as the backdrop
to Kartaloff’s vision for Boris Godunov: as
darkness fills the evening air, the cathedral
is boldly illuminated, doubling for various
Kremlin landmarks that serve as background
for defining moments in Boris’s reluctant rise
and harrowing fall. Presented in PCM stereo,
this is highly recommended. (P. Hall)

Journey: Live In Manila
HH1/2

(2009) 142 min. DVD: $34.98
(audio CD included), Blu-ray:
$39.98 (audio CD included).
Eagle Rock Entertainment
(avail. from most distributors).

This 2009 concert captures rock band Journey—which has withstood frequent personnel changes since
its founding in 1973—at a particularly triumphant moment. After a long search and
some trial and error, the group found a new
vocalist in Arnel Pineda, a Filipino native and
YouTube sensation with a personal hard-luck
story. Pineda’s uncanny ability to sing like former Journey frontman Steve Perry was and is
a weird element that makes the group sound
like its own tribute band. No matter: with
Pineda at the microphone, Journey quickly
released the hit album Revelation and made
a tour stop in Manila—a homecoming for
Pineda during which the crowd treated him
like a king. The love flowed both ways as Pineda here delivers an energetic performance
as a newly-minted rock star, and one can see
Journey’s much older, veteran players—including founders Neal Schon (guitar) and
Ross Valory (bass)—being both touched and
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bemused. As for the music, well, it’s Journey:
unsubtle arena rock that is fat with histrionics and high drama, featuring a string of
hits during the 26-song set list that includes
“Don’t Stop Believin’,” “Any Way You Want
It,” “Wheel in the Sky,” and “Lovin’, Touchin’,
Squeezin’.” Pineda always sounds as if he’s
competing with a jet engine, so it’s nice to
hear anything that breaks up the ensemble’s
monotony, such as a guitar hook that sounds
a bit like AC/DC (on “Stone In Love”), a jazzy
piano introduction (to the otherwise awful
“Open Arms”), or the surprisingly pretty
“Turn Down the World Tonight.” Bundled
with two audio CDs, this is presented in DTS
5.1, Dolby Digital 5.1 and stereo on DVD, and
DTS-HD 5.1 and LPCM stereo on Blu-ray. A
strong optional purchase. (T. Keogh)

L’inganno Felice HHH

(2015) 94 min. In Italian w/
English subtitles. DVD: $32.99.
Dynamic (dist. by Naxos of
America).

One of a series of one-act
comic operas that Rossini
composed for Venice early
in his career, L’inganno Felice
(The Happy Deception) features a libretto that
hardly seems funny: Isabella, the faithful
wife of Duke Bertrando, was cast adrift to die
by the villainous Ormondo, whose advances
she rejected, but rescued from the deep by
Tarabotto, a miner who—in order to protect
her—passed her off as his niece Nina. Ten
years later, Bertrando visits the region, and
despite the efforts of Ormondo and his
henchman Batone to abduct Isabella, she is
happily reunited with her husband. Despite
the dark underpinnings, the composer’s
typically bubbly music dominates, and is
well performed in this production filmed
at the 2015 Bad Wildbad Rossini Festival
in southwestern Germany. The orchestral
work by the Virtuosi Brunensis (a chamber
ensemble composed of musicians from the
Czech city of Brno) sparkles under the baton
of Antonino Fogliani, and the singing by
Artavazd Sargsyan (Bertrando), Silvia Dalla
Benetta (Isabella), Lorenzo Regazzo (Tarabotto), Baurzhan Anderzhanov (Ormondo), and
Tiziano Bracci (Batone) meets the score’s
demands. Visually, this is less impressive: the
set is nondescript, and the costumes—which
suggest the 1940s—are equally bland. Moreover, the resonant acoustic of the Königliches
Kurtheater is kinder to the orchestra than
the voices. Even so, this rather sprightly
performance of a Rossini rarity—presented
in PCM stereo—is recommended, overall.
(F. Swietek)

Motown 25: Yesterday, Today, Forever
HHH1/2

(2016) 6 discs. 975 min. DVD: $79.95. Time Life
(avail. from most distributors). Closed captioned.

For those who remember the original
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1983 TV broadcast of
this 25th anniversary
special celebrating Motown’s founding, this
six-disc, extras-packed
boxed set will come as
a treat, featuring the
fully-restored original two-hour show with
an additional 30 minutes. Not everything
here feels essential; indeed, certain dance
pieces and humor bits look pretty dated
now, and host Richard Pryor clearly felt the
restraints of Teleprompter-fed jokes. But it’s
the artists who matter here, as well as the
presence of Motown founder Berry Gordy in
the audience, and in that context, Motown 25
is essential, spotlighting the music of Smokey
Robinson, Diana Ross, and Stevie Wonder,
while the late Marvin Gaye seems positively
ethereal in a white suit, waxing philosophical at a piano before delivering a heartfelt
“What’s Going On?” Cameo appearances
by Mary Wells, Junior Walker, and Martha
Reeves are far too short (especially given the
time wasted on a song by ‘80s pseudo-star
Adam Ant and other peripheral nonsense).
But there is compensation in a stage act
involving the Temptations (with a revised
lineup, unfortunately) and the Four Tops,
as they compete over whose trademark choreography style works best. Still, the show’s
real claim to fame was the extraordinary
performance by Michael Jackson, burning
down the house with “Billie Jean” from his
mega-platinum album Thriller. Jackson first
appears with his brothers for a medley of old
Jackson 5 hits, but after the siblings scooted
away, most Americans got their first view
of Jackson’s new choreography (including
his signature moonwalk). Presented in 5.1
surround sound, extras include behind-thescenes featurettes, roundtable discussions
between some of the record label’s (and media
company’s) biggest stars and songwriters,
interviews, and rehearsal footage. Highly
recommended. (T. Keogh)

Ode to Joy: Beethoven’s
Symphony No. 9 HH1/2

(2015) 90 min. DVD: $24.99
($54.99 w/PPR). PBS Video.
Closed captioned. ISBN: 978-162789-676-4.

This PBS-aired concert
was held on the campus
of Princeton University in 2014 to celebrate
the 100th birthday of William H. Scheide,
an alumnus and heir to an oil fortune, who
was one of the university’s most generous
benefactors. Scheide was also a prominent
contributor to civil rights causes and a
musician with a special love of Bach, which
led him to found a Baroque Aria Group and
write a brief Prelude for Piano Four Hands in
the vein of the period (performed as one of
the extras on this disc). The many facets of
Scheide’s life are detailed by narrator John
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Lithgow—backed by an expertly-chosen array of archival materials—who also provides
background on Beethoven and the majestic
final symphony that is here presented to
recognize Scheide’s many contributions to
the university and the wider society. The
actual performance of Beethoven’s Ninth
by the Vienna Chamber Orchestra, the
Westminster Symphonic Choir, and four
vocal soloists is solid but unremarkable,
conducted without much imagination
by Mark Laycock, longtime leader of the
Princeton Symphony Orchestra. Apart
from an occasional unusual tempo, this is
a conventional reading of the score, which
will certainly not displace classic recordings by more exalted ensembles under
better-known conductors. So what we have
here is a fine tribute to a philanthropist who
used his fortune well, but a musical performance that is no better than adequate. Additional extras include a behind-the-scenes
featurette, and a performance of Brahms’s
Academic Festival Overture. Presented in 5.1
surround sound, this is a strong optional
purchase. (F. Swietek)

Pas de Dieux/Soir de
Fête HHH

(2014) 69 min. DVD: $24.99.
Bel Air Classiques (dist. by
Naxos of America).

The Ballet Nice Mediterranée celebrated the
Christmas holiday in 2014
with this unusual bill featuring Pas de Dieux,
choreographed for the Paris Opera Ballet by
American film star Gene Kelly in 1960, and
Soir de Fête, created in 1925 by Léo Staats,
a former ballet master at the Paris Opera.
Kelly’s Pas de Dieux (Dance of the Gods), with
its punning title that plays on pas de deux,
is a frothy, jazzy confection set to a piano
concerto by George Gershwin. The absurd
plot has Aphrodite, the goddess of love,
descending to Earth to cavort with mortal
men (first a lifeguard on a beach, then a
gangster in a club), which brings Zeus down
from the heavens to retrieve her. Staats’s
Soir de Fête is simply a series of solos and
ensembles in classical style—set to music by
Léo Delibes—intended to show off the skill
of company dancers. Neither piece could be
considered a classic, but both are enjoyable,
with Kelly’s being notable for fusing more
traditional technique with steps drawn from
Hollywood musicals. The company orchestra plays well for David Garforth, while the
dancers—especially the principals in Pas de
Dieux, Marie-Astrid Casinelli (Aphrodite)
and Eric Vu-An (the gangster)—provide spirited moves. Presented in Dolby Digital 5.1
and PCM stereo, extras include an interview
with Claude Bessy, who not only originated
the role of Aphrodite in Pas de Dieux in 1960
but also choreographed this revival of the
piece. Recommended. (F. Swietek)
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Pete Townshend’s Deep
End: Face the Face
HHH1/2

(1986) 87 min. DVD: $21.98
(audio CD included). Eagle Rock
Entertainment (avail. from
most distributors).

Following the release of his 1985 solo
album White City: A Novel, Pete Townshend—best known as the artistic leader,
guitarist, and principal songwriter for The
Who—went on tour with Deep End, a gathering of assorted allies and familiar faces
(including Who keyboardist John “Rabbit”
Bundrick and Pink Floyd guitarist David
Gilmour). Pete Townshend’s Deep End: Face
the Face presents a 1986 concert aired on the
German TV series Rockpalast of Townshend
and Deep End performing at Midem in
Cannes. The engaging, somewhat big-band
showmanship of the players nicely matches
Townshend’s free-roaming program of 15
songs plucked from White City as well as
earlier solo albums, along with a few Who
standards and a couple of unexpected
covers (Screamin’ Jay Hawkins’ “I Put a
Spell On You,” Jimmy Forrest’s 1951 “Night
Train”). The show kicks off with “Won’t Get
Fooled Again,” which here sheds its epic
dimensions to become a brassier, bluestinged, looser arrangement that underscores
the oft-missed satire of this popular Who
workhorse. Fans of Townshend know that
he likes to revisit his canon to discover new
interpretive possibilities, and he here offers
a touching and spare “Behind Blue Eyes,” as
well as a solo acoustic rendition of Tommy’s
“Pinball Wizard.” Selections from White
City include the barn burner “Secondhand
Love” and swinging “Face the Face” (during
which Townshend, sans guitar, bops around
the stage and conducts his hard-charging
musicians), with older solo cut highlights
including “The Sea Refuses No River,” and
back-to-back performances of “A Little Is
Enough” and “Rough Boys.” Presented
in DTS 5.1, Dolby Digital 5.1 and stereo,
extras include a bonus audio CD featuring
14 tracks. Highly recommended. (T. Keogh)

Poliuto HHH

(2015) 117 min. In Italian w/
English subtitles. DVD: $29.99,
Blu-ray: $39.99. Opus Arte
(dist. by Naxos of America).

Based on a 1641 tragic
play by Pierre Corneille,
Gaetano Donizetti’s 1838
opera is known today—if
much at all—more for biographical than
musical reasons: after the refusal of the censor in Naples to allow production, the composer decamped to Paris, where the work
was staged in 1840 in a much-expanded
French version titled Les Martyrs. But it was
a success in neither form, and has since languished in obscurity. This rare revival of the
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Italian original at the 2015 Glyndebourne
Festival reveals Poliuto to be an agreeable
bel canto work, if also not particularly inspired. The title character is a 3rd-century
Armenian nobleman whose conversion to
Christianity leads to his condemnation by
the proconsul Severo, after which Poliuto’s
wife, Paulina, decides to die with her husband, despite being in love with the Roman
general. The score, which is well-crafted
if not melodically memorable, is played
confidently by the London Philharmonic
under Enrique Mazzola, and the principals
offer strong vocalism. Although Michael
Fabiano seems incapable of singing below
mezzo forte, his tenor suits Poliuto well, and
Igor Golovatenko lends dark menace to
Severo, while soprano Ana Maria Martínez
brings agility and sweetness to Paulina. Unfortunately, Mariame Clément’s direction is
unimaginative, updating the action to what
looks like a 20th-century fascist regime and
having the singers emote with the most rudimentary gestures. Still, while this would
never be confused with Donizetti’s more
popular operas, musically this production
does it justice and will appeal to completists.
Presented in DTS 5.1 (DTS-HD 5.1 on the
Blu-ray release) and LPCM stereo, extras
include a behind-the-scenes featurette, an
interview with Clément, and a cast gallery.
Recommended, overall. (F. Swietek)

The Rape of Lucretia
HHH1/2

(2015) 114 min. DVD: $29.99,
Blu-ray: $39.99. Opus Arte
(dist. by Naxos of America).

B e nja m i n B r it te n’s
chamber opera about the
legendary event that led to
the end of kingship and the beginning of
the Republic in ancient Rome, triumphantly returns to the Glyndebourne Festival,
where it premiered in 1946. Fiona Shaw’s
extraordinarily persuasive 2015 production,
set on a spare stage, presents the male and
female chorus (Allan Clayton and Kate
Royal) as archaeologists literally excavating
the story in which proud Prince Tarquinius
(Duncan Rock) is prodded by manipulative
Junius (Michael Sumuel) to force himself
on the virtuous Lucretia (Christine Rice),
causing her to commit suicide. Those horrendous actions will in turn lead Lucretia’s
husband Collatinus (Matthew Rose), along
with Junius, to plot rebellion against the
ruling house, although the opera omits this
conclusion, ending instead on a mournful
chorus with a modern religious twist. A
13-member ensemble from the London Philharmonic plays with finesse for conductor
Leo Hussain, capturing the score’s many
felicities while also displaying the extraordinary color and expression that the composer
could elicit from so few instruments. The
vocalism is strong across the board, with
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mezzo-soprano Rice bringing particular
nobility to Lucretia, while baritone Rock
is impressively powerful as Tarquinius. The
subject of The Rape of Lucretia is, of course,
deeply disturbing, but both Britten and Shaw
treat it with admirable sensitivity. Presented
in DTS 5.1 (DTS-HD 5.1 on the Blu-ray release)
and LPCM stereo, extras include an interview
with Shaw, a featurette on the history of the
opera, and a cast gallery. Highly recommended. (F. Swietek)

Saul HHH1/2

(2015) 185 min. DVD: $29.99,
Blu-ray: $39.99. Opus Arte
(dist. by Naxos of America).

Handel identified his
1739 work as a dramatic
oratorio, a definition that
director Barrie Kosky unabashedly embraces in this
2015 Glyndebourne Festival production,
which transforms the biblical story of Saul’s
insane jealousy following young David’s
defeat of Goliath into a spectacular piece
of stagecraft. Christopher Purves, in magnificent bass voice, rages impressively as
Saul, bringing a Lear-like ferocity to the
king, and while the acting of the remaining
singers—countertenor Iestyn Davies (David),
tenor Paul Appleby (Saul’s son Jonathan) and
sopranos Lucy Crowe (Merab) and Sophie
Bevan (Michal)—is more subdued, all provide
superb vocalism, set against a splendid performance by the period-instrument Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment under the
baton of baroque specialist Ivor Bolton. The
staging is opulent, with the first act set at a
huge banquet celebrating the Israelite victory
and the second beginning with a remarkable
coup de théâtre, in which the figure of Handel
emerges from a sea of flickering candles on
a spinning lift, playing the organ solo of the
introductory sinfonia. A few missteps are
found here: the costumes and makeup are
occasionally grotesque, the sequence with
John Graham-Hall as the Witch of Endor is
simply bizarre, and the dancing added to the
instrumental interludes often comes across as
intrusive. Overall, however, this mounting
brings Saul to life in a way that Handel could
never have envisioned, although—being a
consummate showman—would definitely
have appreciated. Presented in DTS 5.1 and
Dolby Digital stereo on DVD, and DTS-HD 5.1
and LPCM stereo on Blu-ray, extras include
an intro by the director, a behind-the-scenes
featurette, and a cast gallery. Highly recommended. (F. Swietek)

Styx: Live at the Orleans Arena Las
Vegas HH1/2

(2014) 152 min. DVD: $14.98, Blu-ray: $19.98.
Eagle Rock Entertainment (avail. from most
distributors).

What’s it like being part of a touring rock
band in your 60s? This 2014 concert docu-
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mentary suggests that you
have to work at making it
fun, although the original
and otherwise longtime
members here of arena
rock group Styx—founded
in Chicago in 1972—also
sound grateful to be working
(if a little resigned to the
travel and longing for family life). Although
former lead singer Dennis DeYoung left the
band ages ago, the current lineup features
several of the classic band’s key personnel,
including Tommy Shaw (vocals/guitar), James
“J.Y.” Young (vocals, guitar, keyboards), and
Chuck Panozzo (bass guitar), with Lawrence Gowan (vocals, keyboards) taking
over DeYoung’s duties. Interspersed with
comments about sharing cramped quarters
on a bus, how one gets exercise, or finds
distraction or solitude, are nine live songs
(less than an hour’s worth) from the Vegas
performance. Missing are DeYoung hits like
“Come Sail Away,” “Babe,” and “Lady,” but
what there is here will likely please some Styx
aficionados, even if this FM radio-friendly
classic rock evokes images of oak paneling in
your parents’ bong-friendly basement. For all
others, this is Styx at its most bombastic and
silly, with such confections as “Rockin’ the
Paradise,” and the weird, two-headed beast
that is the jingle-jangle-meets-Celtic-hints of
“Fooling Yourself (The Angry Young Man).”
There are moments of interest, such as the
Deep Purple vibe of “Blue Collar Man (Long
Nights),” which features an unexpected guest
(former Eagles guitarist Don Felder), and the
briefly lilting power ballad “Crystal Ball.”
Presented in DTS 5.1, Dolby Digital 5.1 and
stereo on DVD, and DTS-HD 5.1 and LPCM
stereo on Blu-ray, this is a strong optional
purchase. (T. Keogh)

Tatiana HHH

(2014) 135 min. DVD: 2
discs, $24.99; Blu-ray: $39.99.
C Major (dist. by Naxos of
America).

Alexander Pushkin’s 1833
verse novel Eugene Onegin,
centering on a fatal attraction between the titular
ex-playboy and an impressionable young
girl, has frequently been adapted for stage
and screen, while also inspiring ballets by
noted choreographers, including John Cranko and Boris Eifman (each set to music by
Tchaikovsky). In his take, John Neumeier of
the Hamburg Ballet employs a new score by
Lera Auerbach that offers little in the way of
lush Russian romanticism, instead exhibiting
a chilly modernist tone. Neumeier also focuses on the perspective of Tatiana, the young
lady who is at first entranced by the diffident
Onegin but years later rejects him, recasting
the story as a collage of dream, memory,
foreshadowing, and reality that aims to cap-
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ture the original’s poetic spirit as opposed to
presenting a literal narrative. For example,
Lensky, the passionate friend whom Onegin
kills in a foolish duel, is not only transformed
from a poet to a composer, but he also reappears after his death as a spectral reminder of
the past. Neumeier’s rethinking is not entirely
successful—the ballet occasionally digresses
with too many peripheral details—but it is
consistently fascinating, and the dancing
by Hélène Bouchet (Tatiana), Edvin Revazov
(Onegin), and Alexandr Trusch (Lensky) is
outstanding, with the many pas de deux they
share in varying combinations especially
impressive. Presented in DTS 5.1 (DTS-HD
5.1 on the Blu-ray release) and PCM stereo,
extras include a “making-of” featurette. Not
a record of a live stage performance but rather
a separately made film directed by Thomas
Grimm, this is recommended. (F. Swietek)

Toto: Live at Montreux
1991 HH

(1991) 70 min. DVD: $21.98
(audio CD included), Blu-ray:
$26.98 (audio CD included).
Eagle Rock Entertainment
(avail. from most distributors).

The history of Toto’s revolving-door in the personnel department is dizzying. But, for
a spell, this group of American session
musicians—originally formed in 1977 and
challenging the then-tide of upstart punk
bands with a brand of chunky arena music
that fused heavy metal, jazz, R&B, and progressive rock—was reduced from six to four
members. That lineup took the stage for this
1991 concert, in which they are joined by
several supporting players and a fine trio of
backup singers. Toto’s music is technically
proficient, loud and thick with guitar reverb, but devoid of character, as evidenced
in the eight songs presented here that include a bit of then-new material, a couple of
covers, and two of the band’s classics. The
pointless propulsion of the opener “On the
Run” establishes the wearying tone, immediately followed by “Kingdom of Desire,”
in which the monotonous rhythm section
lays a foundation for singer-guitarist David
Paich’s snaky solo. Things pick up a bit with
the ever-popular “Africa,” which finally
introduces some actual textures with polyrhythm and overlapping harmonies, and
the evergreen hit “Rosanna” still charms,
but the jazz noodling of “Jake to the Bone”
disappoints, as does the rendition of Jimi
Hendrix’s feverish “Red House,” which here
sounds like a beery cliché from a bar band.
The concert ends with a high-wattage take
on Sly Stone’s “I Want to Take You Higher,”
during which the stage fills up with a lot of
folks (including Quincy Jones). Presented
in DTS 5.1, Dolby Digital 5.1 and stereo on
DVD, and DTS-HD 5.1 and LPCM stereo on
Blu-ray, extras include a bonus audio CD.
Optional. (T. Keogh)
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Video Librarian 2016 Index
Using the Index

T

Video Librarian’s Index is arranged by
both title and subject, and covers all of the
titles reviewed in Volume 31, Issues 1-6 (calendar year 2016). Each entry in the index
includes title, star rating, issue number, and
page number. Titles which were deemed to
be Editor’s Choice titles are highlighted in
bold. For example, the entry Spotlight (4),
2-36 is interpreted thus: the bold listing
signifies an Editor’s Choice title which
received four stars (4), and was reviewed in
Vol. 31, No. 2 on page 36 (2-36). A graphic
example is shown below.
Sample
Entry:

Spotlight

(4), 2-36

A

B

L

E

Subject Index
Children’s
Psychology & Self-Help
Religion & Philosophy
Social & Political Issues
Teen Issues
Education
Law & Crime
Language Arts
Nature, Math & Science
Health & Fitness
Childbirth & Parenting

Bold=Editor’s Choice

Relationships & Sexuality
(4)=Star rating
4= Excellent,
3= Good,
2= Fair,
1= Poor

(2-36)=

Holidays & Celebrations

Issue No.
2, page 36

Food & Spirits
Beauty & Fashion

25% OFF
2016 RELEASES
DAUGHTERS OF
MOTHER INDIA

ON THE
BRIDE’S SIDE

WAR FOR GUAM

FALL SEVEN TIMES,
GET UP EIGHT

LIVING ALONG
THE FENCELINE

FORWARD EVER

IS IT SWEET?

HISTORY DOESN’T
HAVE TO REPEAT ITSELF

O

C

F
86
86
86
86
86
86
86
86
86
86
87
83
87
83
87
83
87
83
87
83
87
83

O

N

T

E

N

T

S
87
87
87
87
87
87
87
87
88
88
88
88
88
90
91
79
79
92

House & Garden
Pets
Business & Economics
Computers & Technology
Sports, Games & Recreation
Crafts, Arts & Hobbies
The Arts
History & Current Events
Travel & Geography
Biography
Japanese Anime
Music/Dance
Video Movies
Classic Films
TV on Video
Title Index

THIRD WORLD NEWSREEL
DISTRIBUTES
SOCIAL JUSTICE FILMS
MADE BY OR ABOUT
PEOPLE OF COLOR
EDUCATION
GENTRIFICATION
HIP-HOP MEDIA
IMMIGRATION & EXILE
MASS INCARCERATION
POLICE BRUTALITY
MILITARISM
QUEER STUDIES
RACE & ETHNICITY
WOMEN’S STUDIES
ALSO AVAILABLE
THE NEWSREEL COLLECTION

OYA
.

TRANS LIVES
MATTER!

CHANGING FACE
OF HARLEM

BEYOND THE BRICKS

A vast archive of political documentaries
chronicling the social movements of
the late 60s and early 70s in the United States.

visit www.twn.org, email twn@twn.org, or call (212) 947-9277 x10
MENTION PROMO CODE VLFALL16

N O V E M B E R / D E C E M B E R

2 0 1 6

85

V I D E O

L I B R A R I A N

Subject Index
CHILDREN’S
Abe’s Honest Words (3.5), 6-58
Albert: Up, Up and Away! (2), 4-46
Alice in Wonderland: Down the Rabbit Hole (2), 2-54
Angry Birds—Stella: The Complete First Season (2),
2-54
Barbie: Spy Squad (3), 3-57
Barbie: Star Light Adventure (3), 6-58
Barbie & Her Sisters in the Great Puppy Adventure (3),
1-58
Be Cool, Scooby-Doo! Season 1, Part 1 (3), 2-54
Brother Hugo and the Bear (2), 4-46
Cat Power! (3.5), 1-58
Dance Like Starlight, A (3), 2-54
Finding Winnie (3), 6-58
Funny Bones (3), 5-56
Greenhorn (4), 3-57
Guess How Much I Love You: The Song of Spring (3.5),
5-56
Helen’s Big World: Life of Helen Keller (3), 6-58
Hillary Rodham Clinton: Some Girls Are Born to Lead
(3.5), 2-54
House for Hermit Crab, A (3.5), 3-57
How to Become the President of the United States
(3.5), 4-46
I Can Be President: A Kid’s Eye View (3), 3-57
I’m a Big Girl (2.5), 4-46
It’s a Big World, Little Pig! (3.5), 5-56
It’s Only Stanley (3), 6-62
Ivan: The Remarkable True Story of the Shopping Mall
Gorilla (3), 2-56
Jim Henson’s Doozers: Catch a Ride! (3.5), 5-56
Kate & Mim-Mim: Flight of the Flowers (2.5), 4-46
Land Before Time: Journey of the Brave, The (2), 3-57
Last Stop on Market Street (4), 5-58
Latke, the Lucky Dog (3.5), 4-46
LEGO Scooby-Doo!: Haunted Hollywood (3), 5-56
LEGO Star Wars: Droid Tales (3.5), 3-58
Lily’s Driftwood Bay: Meet Lily (3.5), 6-58
Looking at Lincoln (3), 2-56
Mack & Moxy: The Great Helpee Heroes (3.5), 5-58
Miraculous: Tales of Ladybug & Cat Noir (3.5), 4-48
Moon Book, The (3), 3-58
Mumbet’s Declaration of Independence (3), 1-58
My Name is Not Isabella (2), 3-58
Nino Wrestles the World (3), 1-58
Octonauts: 15 Underwater Adventures (3.5), 6-62
Odd Squad: The O Games (3), 5-58
Once Upon a Sign: The New Stone Soup (3), 1-58
Peanut Butter and Jellyfish (3), 1-58
Piggy Tales: Complete First Season (1), 2-58
Randolph Caldecott: The Man Who Could Not Stop
Drawing (3), 5-60
Rocket’s Red Glare, The (4), 1-60
Scaredy Squirrel at Night (3), 2-58
Shimmer and Shine (2), 3-58
Star Stuff: Carl Sagan and the Mysteries of the
Cosmos (4), 6-62
Steven Universe: The Return (3), 5-58
Super Sentai: Gosei Sentai Dairanger—Complete Series
(3), 1-60
Super Sentai—Ninja Sentai Kakuranger (3), 4-48
Terrific (3), 3-58
That is NOT a Good Idea! (3.5), 2-58
Thomas Edison’s Secret Lab (3.5), 6-62
Thomas Jefferson (2), 6-62
Tiny Seed, The (3), 3-58
Tom and Jerry: Back to Oz (1.5), 5-58
Wabbit: Season One, Part One (2), 5-60
You and Me (2.5), 5-60
You Are (Not) Small (3), 5-60

PSYCHOLOGY & SELF-HELP
At the Beach (3), 2-59
Buried Above Ground (3), 6-64
Changed Forever (3.5), 2-59
(Dis)Honesty: The Truth About Lies (3.5), 1-60
How to Dance in Ohio (3), 5-60
Like the Others (3), 3-58
Listeners, The (3), 6-64
Memory Hackers (3), 5-60
My Depression (3), 2-59
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Of Men and War (3.5), 2-59
Wind at My Door, The (3), 3-60

RELIGION & PHILOSOPHY
Between Allah and Me (and Everyone Else) (3), 4-48
Boundless Salvation (3), 6-64
Courtship, A (3.5), 1-62
George for Real (3), 5-61
Great Transmission, The (3), 6-64
In the Name of the Temple (3), 5-61
Jerusalem (2.5), 1-62
Jesus Town, USA (3), 1-62
Joseph: Carpenter of Steel (3.5), 3-60
Kids and Prayer (3), 4-49
Man Named Martin, Part 1: The Man (3), 3-60
Missions Collection, The (3), 1-62
My Son, My Savior (3), 1-62
Passion for Justice (3.5), 3-60
Quakers: That of God in Everyone (3.5), 2-59
Secrets of Noah’s Ark (3), 3-60
Stranger: Immigrants, Scripture and the American
Dream (3), 4-48
This Changed Everything (3), 6-64
Torchlighters: The Martin Luther Story (3), 5-61
Unexpected Journey: From Cancer to a Higher Calling
(3), 5-61
What Is Buddhism? (3), 4-48

SOCIAL & POLITIC AL ISSUES
14: Dred Scott, Wong Kim Ark & Vanessa Lopez (2.5),
2-60
Abundance on a Dry Land (3.5), 4-49
American DREAMers (3), 5-61
American Mosque, An (3.5), 6-65
Barefoot in the Kitchen (3), 1-63
Being Canadian (3), 2-60
Bikes Vs. Cars (3.5), 3-62
Black Jacket, The (3), 5-62
Burden, The (2.5), 3-61
Changing Face of Harlem (3.5), 6-65
Chau, Beyond the Lines (4), 2-60
Cody High: A Life Remodeled Project (3), 2-60
Crashing the Party (3), 6-65
Daughters of Mother India (3.5), 1-63
Dirt & Deeds in Mississippi (3.5), 3-61
Dreamcatcher (3.5), 6-66
E-Team, The (3.5), 3-61
East Jerusalem West Jerusalem (3), 5-62
Ecocide (3.5), 4-49
Exile Nation (3.5), 3-62
Feminism Inshallah: A History of Arab Feminism (3),
4-49
Hard to Believe (3.5), 3-62
Here Come the Videofreex (3), 6-66
High Cost of Cheap Gas, The (3.5), 2-60
How to Change the World (3.5), 2-61
How to Run for Political Office (3.5), 1-63
Immigration Battle (3), 3-64
In the Shadows (3), 4-49
India’s Daughter (3), 3-62
Invisible Scars (2.5), 4-50
Land Grabbing (3.5), 4-50
Last Day of Freedom (3.5), 6-66
Little Brother: Manchild in the Promised Land (3),
6-66
Little White Lie (3.5), 1-64
Losing the West (3), 6-67
Love Is a Verb (3), 4-50
Meet the Hitlers (3.5), 4-50
Men with Beards (3), 4-51
Mortified Nation (3), 3-62
Multiplicity of Us, The (3), 4-51
Nefertiti’s Daughters (3), 4-51
Ní Aquí, Ní Allá (Neither Here, Nor There) (3), 5-62
Nine to Ninety (3), 1-64
No Control (3), 6-65
Normal Is Over: The Movie (3.5), 4-51
Nowhere to Call Home: A Tibetan in Beijing (3.5), 1-64
Oil & Water (3.5), 5-62
Old South (3.5), 2-61
On the Bride’s Side (3), 4-51
Overburden (3.5), 1-64
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Power to the Pedals (3), 4-52
Private Violence (3), 1-66
Project Z (2.5), 3-63
Radical Evil (3.5), 1-64
Requiem for the American Dream (3), 6-67
Salam Neighbor (3), 2-61
Saudi Arabia Uncovered (3), 5-62
Saving Mes Aynak (3), 6-67
Sex, Lies and Tabloids! (3), 5-63
Sex Trade, The (3), 4-52
Singing Stream, A (3), 3-63
Single Stream (3), 1-65
Something Better to Come (3.5), 6-68
Storm Makers, The (3), 2-61
Tender (3), 5-64
Thule Tuvalu (3), 4-52
UnSlut (3), 1-65
Vessel (3.5), 1-66
Voices of Muslim Women from the U.S. South (3), 6-68
Way We Talk, The (3), 4-52
Women of ’69, Unboxed (3), 2-61
Y Homeless? (3), 6-68
Yoani’s Trip (3), 5-64

TEEN ISSUES
Complete Anti Bullying Kit, The (3.5), 1-66
Growing Apart: Politics of Family Separation (3), 3-64
Growing Up Trans (3), 1-68
Highs, Lows, and In-Betweens of Puberty (3), 3-64
How to End Unhealthy Relationships (3), 4-52
Social Media Manners (3.5), 1-66
Ten Ways to Stay Safe on the Internet (3.5), 5-64
What’s Your Beautiful? (3), 4-52
Why Do Bullies Bully? (3), 2-62
Year We Thought About Love, The (3), 1-66

EDUCATION
Big Dream (3), 3-64
Class Dismissed (4), 3-66
Dislecksia: The Movie (3), 1-68
Moving Up to Middle School (3), 4-53
Oyler (3.5), 6-68
PS Dance! (3), 1-68
School Violence: You Can Help Prevent It! (3), 4-53
SelectED (4), 3-64
Some Kind of Spark (3), 2-62
We the Parents (3), 3-66

LAW & CRIME
Arresting Power (2.5), 2-62
Bloodsworth: An Innocent Man (3), 6-69
Deep Web (3), 6-69
Dogs on the Inside (3.5), 3-66
Dream/Killer (3), 5-64
First Degree (3.5), 5-64
Life and Crimes of Doris Payne, The (3), 1-68
Natural Life (3), 3-66
Pull of Gravity (2), 2-62
Rape on the Night Shift (3.5), 1-69
Rights of the Accused in America (3.5), 6-70
When Justice Isn’t Just (3), 6-70
You Belong to Me (3), 2-63

LANGUAGE ARTS
Getting Into Grammar (3), 4-53
Sign with Robert: Deaf Culture (3), 6-70

NATURE, MATH & SCIENCE
Bad Coyote (3.5), 1-69
Bluebird Man (3.5), 2-63
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Brain, The (3.5), 2-64
Creeping Garden, The (3.5), 5-65
Dawn of Humanity (3.5), 3-66
Dugong and Din (3), 5-65
Edge of the Wild, The (3.5), 5-66
Fish Wars (3), 5-66
Gambling On Extinction (3.5), 6-71
Great White Lies (3), 5-66
Humpback Whales (3), 5-67
Inhabit: A Permaculture Perspective (3.5), 2-63
Journey to Space (3), 4-54
Last Man on the Moon (3), 5-66
Last Reef: Cities Beneath the Sea (3), 6-70
Life Story (3.5), 4-55
Life’s Rocky Start (3), 4-54
Megafalls of Iguacu, The (3), 4-54
Moose: Life of a Twig Eater (3), 4-54
Mystery Beneath the Ice (3), 4-54
Navajo Math Circles (3), 3-67
Operation Wild (3.5), 1-69
Raising the Dinosaur Giant (3), 5-66
Rising Tides (3), 5-68
River Between Us, A (3.5), 2-64
See the Keepers: Inside the Zoo (3), 6-70
Sharks (3), 1-70
Sky Line (3), 5-67
Space Men (3), 5-67
Starting with Questions (3), 3-67
Uranium: Twisting the Dragon’s Tail (3.5), 1-69
Weather Gone Wild (3.5), 1-70
Why Help? The Story of the Babblers (3.5), 4-56
Winter: The Dolphin That Can (2.5), 4-56

HEALTH & FITNESS
American Heart (3), 1-70
Autism in America (3), 4-56
Bite Size (3.5), 2-64
Can Alzheimer’s be Stopped? (3), 6-72
Couples Workouts for Health and Happiness (3), 2-65
Cuddle (2.5), 1-70
Easy Yoga for Diabetes (3), 5-68
Edible Marijuana: Is It Safe? (3.5), 1-71
Element: Beginner Level Yoga (3), 2-65
Everything You Need to Know About E-Cigarettes,
Vaping, and Hookahs (3), 6-71
Good Breast, The (3), 6-71
How Addiction Hijacks the Brain (3.5), 5-68
Kathy Smith: FastFit 10-Minute Miracle (3.5), 2-65
Leslie Sansone—Just Walk (3), 2-65
Nutrition Starts Here: Smart Eating on a Budget (3),
1-71
Placebo Effect, The (3), 1-71
Resistance (3), 1-72
Return, The (3), 5-68
Semicolon; The Adventures of Ostomy Girl (3), 3-67
Seven Songs for a Long Life (3.5), 6-72
Simplified Tai Chi for Beginners (3), 2-65
States of Grace (3.5), 2-64
Supplements & Safety (3), 5-69
Trouble with Chicken, The (3), 1-72
Unprescribed: Prescription for Addiction (3), 5-68
Vaxxed: From Cover-Up to Catastrophe (1), 6-72

CHILDBIRTH & PARENTING
9 Months That Made You (3), 6-72
Building Strong Families (3), 5-69
Effective Parenting Strategies (3), 1-72
Find Me (3), 1-72
Mama Sherpas, The (3), 2-66

Click, Clack, Ho! Ho! Ho! (2.5), 6-60
Kate & Mim-Mim: A Christmas Wish (3), 6-60
Murdoch Mysteries: A Merry Murdoch Christmas (3),
6-60

FOOD & SPIRITS
At the Fork (3.5), 6-74
Caffeinated (2.5), 1-72
Family Farm, The (3), 3-68
Farmer and the Chef, The (3.5), 4-56
Few Good Pie Places, A (3), 2-66
Foodies (2), 5-70
In Defense of Food (4), 3-68
Just Eat It (3.5), 2-67
Somm: Into the Bottle (3.5), 6-74
Story of Cheese, The (3), 1-73

BEAUTY & FASHION
Advanced Style (3), 2-67
Handmade with Love in France (3), 2-67
How to Sew a Travel Wardrobe (3), 3-68
Men of the Cloth (3.5), 3-68

HOUSE & GARDEN
Greenhouse of the Future, The (3.5), 3-69

PETS
Pets: Wild at Heart (3), 3-69

BUSINESS & ECONOMICS
Banking Nature (3), 1-73
Boom Bust Boom (3.5), 4-57
Capitalism (3.5), 3-69
Dress and Groom for Career Success (3.5), 5-71
Entrepreneurship: Be Your Own Boss (3), 3-70
Resumes, Cover Letters & Portfolios for Ex-Offenders
(3.5), 4-57
Rise and Rise of Bitcoin, The (3), 1-73
Strange & Familiar: Architecture on Fogo Island (3),
4-57
Trend Beacons (3), 6-74

COMPUTERS & TECHNOLOGY
Dreams Rewired (3), 2-67

SPORTS, GAMES & RECRE ATION

RE L A T ION S HIP S & S E X U A L I T Y
Autism in Love (3), 3-68
Chance to Dress (3), 5-69
El Canto del Colibri (3.5), 5-70
Inside the Chinese Closet (3), 6-73
Sticky: A (Self) Love Story (3), 2-66
Trans Lives Matter! Justice for Islan Nettles (3), 5-70
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Across the Ice: Greenland Victory March (3.5), 6-74
Back on Board: Greg Louganis (3), 2-68
Boys of ’36 (3), 6-74
Fantasy Sports Gamble, The (3), 5-71
Gaming in Color (3.5), 3-70
In Football We Trust (3.5), 5-71
Myanmar: Bridges to Change (4), 1-74
Powerful Medicine: Simply Magic (3.5), 1-74
Ron Taylor: Dr. Baseball (3.5), 3-70
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Touch the Wall (3.5), 1-74
Walk On (3), 2-68

C R A F T S , A R T S & HOBBIE S
Pedestal Dining Table (3.5), 2-68

THE ARTS
3 Still Standing (3), 3-70
78 Project Movie (3), 6-75
Amy Schumer: Live at the Apollo (3), 2-68
Art House (3), 4-58
Ballet Boys (3), 1-76
Before the Last Curtain (3.5), 5-72
Behind the Mask—Batman: Dead End Story (3), 6-75
Building England (3), 4-58
Cavedigger (3), 2-69
Chantal Akerman: Four Films (3), 4-58
Daniel Tosh: People Pleaser (3), 3-71
Director Prepares: Bobby Roth’s Masterclass (3), 3-70
Forbidden Films: Hidden Legacy of Nazi Film (3.5),
6-75
Grey City (3.5), 6-76
Henry V (3.5), 5-72
Heritage of Chinese Culture and Dance, The (3), 4-58
Honky (3), 3-71
How to Smell a Rose (3.5), 2-69
I Am What I Play (3), 2-70
Jeff Dunham: Unhinged in Hollywood (2.5), 1-74
Love Between the Covers (3), 1-75
Love’s Labour’s Lost & Love’s Labour’s Won (3.5), 2-70
Marguerite (3), 4-3
Masters of Rhythm (3.5), 6-76
Merchant of Venice, The (2.5), 5-72
Merchant of Venice, The (3.5), 4-58
New Rijksmuseum, The (3), 2-70
Next Big Thing, The (3), 5-73
Othello (3.5), 6-75
Our Mockingbird (3.5), 6-76
Secundaria (2.5), 3-71
Shoulder the Lion (3.5), 5-72
Showrunners: The Art of Running a TV Show (3), 1-75
Silence of Mark Rothko, The (3), 5-73
Spring & Arnaud (3.5), 5-3
Tap or Die (3), 1-76
Tarr Bela: I Used to Be a Filmmaker (3), 3-72
This May Be the Last Time (3), 3-72
Tradition is a Temple (3.5), 6-76
Wandering Muse, The (3), 3-72
When Bette Met Mae (3), 3-72
Women Aren’t Funny (2.5), 3-72

HI S T OR Y & C URRE N T E V E N T S
50 Feet from Syria (3), 6-76
1916: The Irish Rebellion (3.5), 5-73
About Executing Eichmann (3.5), 4-59
Babushkas of Chernobyl, The (3.5), 5-74
Benghazi in Crisis (3.5), 6-77
Black Panthers, The (3.5), 3-73
Blackout (3), 1-76
Blood and Glory: The Civil War in Color (3), 1-77
Bomb, The (3), 2-71
Children of Civil Rights (3.5), 1-76
Circle Unbroken (3), 2-72
Congo: The Doctor Who Saves Women (3.5), 1-77
Defying the Nazis: The Sharps’ War (4), 6-77
Empire (3), 2-70
Fall Seven Times, Get Up Eight (3), 5-74
Henry and Anne: The Lovers Who Changed History
(3.5), 2-71
Heroes: Saving Jewish Lives from the Nazis (3.5), 4-60
In Country (2.5), 1-77
Iwo Jima: From Combat to Comrades (3.5), 3-73
Je Suis Charlie (L’humor a mort) (3.5), 4-60
Last Colony, The (3), 1-78
Letters to Max (3.5), 4-60
Lincoln’s Greatest Speech (3.5), 5-74
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Maestra (3.5), 3-73
Meeting ISIS (2.5), 1-77
Murder of a President (3.5), 4-61
My Brother’s Bomber (3.5), 3-74
Netanyahu at War (3), 4-60
Nuclear Meltdown Disaster (3.5), 2-71
Obama at War (3), 1-77
Pretty Slick (3.5), 1-78
Rabin, The Last Day (3.5), 5-74
Secret History of ISIS, The (3.5), 6-78
Story of Women and Power, The (3), 1-78
Sweet Land of Liberty (3), 4-61
Uyghurs: Prisoners of the Absurd (3), 2-71
Vampire Legend (3), 3-73
War for Guam (3.5), 1-78
War of Lies (3.5), 3-73
Warriors from the North (3), 3-74
Yellow Stars of Tolerance (3.5), 6-77

TRAVEL & GEOGRAPHY
Discoveries…America National Parks: California
Missions (3.5), 3-74
Discoveries… America National Parks: California
Redwoods to Death Valley (3.5), 6-78
Discoveries…America National Parks: Colorado’s
Spectacular (3), 4-61
Discoveries… America National Parks: Independence
Hall, Liberty Bell and Historic Pennsylvania (3.5), 5-74
Discoveries…America National Parks: Railroads (3.5),
4-62
Discoveries…America National Parks: Statue of Liberty
& New York City (3), 1-79
Globe Trekker: Mumbai City Guide (3.5), 3-74
Sites for Your Eyes: Stockholm (3.5), 4-61
Switzerland (3.5), 1-79
Volcanoes & Extreme Landscapes (3), 2-72

BIOGRAPHY
Alice Walker: Beauty in Truth (3.5), 2-72
Althea (3.5), 3-75
Awake: The Life of Yogananda (3.5), 1-80
BaddDDD Sonia Sanchez (3), 2-73
Bannister: Everest on the Track (3.5), 4-63
Beyond My Grandfather Allende (3), 5-75
Black American Experience: Ben Carson (3), 3-75
Bowie: The Man Who Changed the World (3), 6-78
Chet Zar: I Like to Paint Monsters (3), 3-75
E.O. Wilson: Of Ants and Men (3.5), 2-73
Feelings Are Facts: The Life of Yvonne Rainer (3), 5-76
Gabo: The Creation of Gabriel Garcia Márquez (3), 2-73
Golden Gate Girls (3), 5-76
I Don’t Belong Anywhere (3), 4-62
Jackie Robinson (3.5), 4-64
Jaco (3.5), 2-73
Janis: Little Girl Blue (3), 4-62
John Bunyan: The People’s Pilgrim (3), 6-78
Knox (3), 4-62
Kurt Cobain: Montage of Heck (3), 2-75
Leonard Bernstein: Larger Than Life (3.5), 5-75
Majestic Life of Queen Elizabeth II, The (3), 1-79
Making of Trump, The (3.5), 3-75
Man Who Saved Ben-Hur, The (3), 6-78
Morgenthau (3), 3-75
Nasty Terrible T-Kid 170: Julius Cavero (2.5), 5-76
Nelson Algren (3.5), 3-76
Packed in a Trunk (3.5), 4-63
Pearl S. Buck: A Life, a Legacy (3), 4-63
Princes of the Palace (3), 3-76
Professor: Tai Chi’s Journey West (3), 5-76
Raising Matty Christian (3.5), 1-80
Rebel Citizen (3), 4-64
Regarding Susan Sontag (3), 5-77
Secrets of Saint John Paul, The (3), 5-77
Sinatra: All or Nothing at All (3.5), 2-75
Tibetan Warrior (3), 1-80
Turned Towards the Sun (3), 2-75
Women He’s Undressed (3), 6-79
Yalom’s Cure (3.5), 5-76
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JAPANESE ANIME
009 Re: Cyborg (3), 1-81
Akame Ga Kill!: Collection 1 (3.5), 3-77
Akame Ga Kill!: Collection 2 (3.5), 4-65
And Yet the Town Moves: Complete Collection (3),
5-78
Blade Dance of the Elementalers (2), 3-77
Bodacious Space Pirates: Abyss of Hyperspace (2), 5-78
Buddy Complex: The Complete Series (3), 2-76
Celestial Method (2.5), 3-77
Corpse Party: Tortured Souls (2.5), 3-77
Cross Ange: Rondo of Angel and Dragon (2.5), 6-80
Daimidaler: Prince vs. Penguin Empire: The Complete
Series (1), 2-76
Danganronpa: The Animated Series (3), 1-81
Den-Noh Coil: Collection One (3), 6-80
Dragonar Academy: Complete Series (2), 2-76
Dragonball Z: Resurrection ‘F’ (3), 2-76
Fate/kaleid liner Prisma Illya 2wei! (2), 3-77
Fruit of Grisaia: Compete Collection (2), 4-65
Ghost in the Shell Arise: Borders 3 & 4 (2), 1-81
Gourmet Girl Graffiti: Complete Collection (2.5), 6-80
Gugure! Kokkuri-san: Complete Collection (3), 4-65
Hakuoki—Demon of the Fleeting Blossom (2.5), 5-78
HaNaYaMaTa: Complete Collection (2.5), 3-77
Horizon in the Middle of Nowhere (2), 6-80
Locodol: Complete Collection (2), 3-78
Momokyun Sword: Complete Collection (1.5), 2-76
Monthly Girls’ Nozaki-kun, Complete Collection (3.5),
4-65
Noragami: The Complete First Season (3.5), 1-81
Only Yesterday (3.5), 5-78
Parasyte—Maxim: Collection 1 (3.5), 4-65
Parasyte—Maxim, Collection 2 (3.5), 6-80
Punch Line: Complete Collection (2.5), 6-81
Rail Wars! Complete Collection (2), 4-66
Riddle Story of Devil: The Complete Series (2.5), 2-76
Rin-ne: Collection 1 (3), 6-81
Shirobako: Collection 1 (2.5), 4-66
Shirobako: Collection 2 (2.5), 6-81
Tamako Market: Complete Collection (3), 3-78
Tonari No Seki-Kun—The Master of Killing Time (3.5),
4-66
Trinity Seven (1.5), 6-81
Utawarerumono OVA: Complete Collection (1.5), 4-66
Waiting in the Summer (2.5), 5-78
When Supernatural Battles Became Commonplace
(2.5), 6-81
When They Cry: Complete Collection (3), 3-78
Wizard Barristers: Complete Collection (3), 3-78
Wolf Girl & Black Prince (3), 3-78
Yamishibai—Japanese Ghost Stories (3), 4-66

MUSIC/DANCE
Adam Ant: The Blueblack Hussar (2), 1-82
Adam’s Passion (3), 2-77
Aerosmith Rocks Donington 2014 (3), 1-82
Aida (3.5), 2-77
Alan Jackson: Keepin’ It Country (3), 5-79
Antibalas: Live from the House of Soul (2.5), 4-67
Arlo Guthrie: Alice’s Restaurant (3), 5-79
Artaserse (3), 4-67
Billy Elliot: The Musical Live (3.5), 1-82
Black Stone Cherry—Thank You (2.5), 2-77
Boris Godunov (3.5), 6-82
Burt Bacharach: A Life in Song (2.5), 3-79
Charles Bradley: Live from the House of Soul (3), 3-79
Cinderella (3), 2-77
Color of Noise, The (3), 2-77
Damned: Don’t You Wish That We Were Dead (3), 5-79
Davide Penitente (3), 1-82
Der Freischütz (3.5), 2-78
Dicks from Texas, The (3), 3-79
Die Fledermaus (2.5), 2-78
Don Quixote (3.5), 5-79
Elektra (2), 5-79
Elvis Costello—Detour (3), 3-79
Enrique Bunbury: El Camino Más Largo (3), 4-67
Fidelio (3), 5-80
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Gesualdo: Death for Five Voices (3), 4-67
Giving Up the Ghosts (2.5), 2-78
Gone with the Wind: The Remarkable Rise and Tragic
Fall of Lynyrd Skynyrd (3), 1-82
Grease Live! (3.5), 3-80
Hercules (3), 5-80
I Due Foscari (3), 5-80
Jam: About the Young Idea (2.5), 2-78
Jeff Lynne’s ELO: Live in Hyde Park (3), 1-83
Journey: Live In Manila (2.5), 6-82
Just Let Go: Lenny Kravitz Live (2.5), 2-79
Katy Perry: Prismatic World Tour Live (3), 2-79
King Priam (3.5), 4-67
Król Roger (3.5), 2-79
L’inganno Felice (3), 6-82
La Bohème (3), 5-80
La Fille Mal Gardée (3.5), 3-80
La Reine Morte (3), 4-68
La Rondine (3), 5-81
Lady Antebellum: Wheels Up Tour (3), 2-79
Les Contes d’Hoffmann (2), 1-83
Les Contes d’Hoffmann (2.5), 5-81
Les Pecheurs de Perles (3), 4-68
Life after Death from Above 1979 (3), 1-83
Lynyrd Skynyrd (2.5), 2-80
Matthäus-Passion (2.5), 4-68
Melody Gardot: Live at the Olympia Paris (3), 5-81
Mika: Sinfonia Pop (3), 4-68
Mosè (1.5), 3-80
Motels Live at the Whisky a Go Go (2.5), 1-83
Motown 25: Yesterday, Today, Forever (3.5), 6-82
Napoli (3), 2-80
Nazareth: No Means of Escape (2.5), 1-84
Nutcracker, The (2.5), 3-80
Ode to Joy: Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9 (2.5), 6-82
Pas de Dieux/Soir de Fête (3), 6-83
Passenger, The (3.5), 2-80
Pat Metheny: The Unity Sessions (3), 1-84
Pete Townshend’s Deep End: Face the Face (3.5), 6-83
Poliuto (3), 6-83
Queen: A Night at the Odeon (3.5), 1-84
Rage Against the Machine (3), 1-84
Rain (3), 3-80
Rape of Lucretia, The (3.5), 6-83
Rebel Scum (2.5), 2-80
Rock ‘n Rhythm Collector’s Set (3), 1-84
Roger Waters: The Wall (3), 2-80
Rolling Stones: Totally Stripped (2.5), 5-81
Saul (3.5), 6-84
Scorpions: Forever and a Day (3), 2-81
Slash: Raised on the Sunset Strip (3), 3-81
Soul Boys of the Western World (3), 1-85
Still Life at the Penguin Cafe (3), 4-69
Styx: Live at the Orleans Arena Las Vegas (2.5), 6-84
Swan Lake (3), 3-81
Tannhäuser (3.5), 3-81
Tatiana (3), 6-84
Theory of Obscurity (3), 4-69
Toto: Live at Montreux 1991 (2), 6-84
Tsar’s Bride, The (3.5), 1-85
Turandot (3), 2-81
Turn It Up! (2.5), 3-81
Unity: The Latin Tribute to Michael Jackson (3), 2-81
We Are Twisted F***ing Sister! (3), 4-69
What’s Going On—Taste Live at the Isle of Wight (3),
1-85
Zydeco Crossroads: A Tale of Two Cities (3), 4-69

VIDEO MOVIES
5th Wave, The (1.5), 3-16
10 Cloverfield Lane (3), 4-16
11 Minutes (2.5), 6-16
13 Cameras (2.5), 5-18
13 Hours: The Secret Soldiers of Benghazi (2), 3-16
40 Love (3), 3-16
45 Years (3), 3-16
90 Minutes in Heaven (2), 1-16
99 Homes (3), 1-16
600 Miles (3.5), 5-18
1001 Grams (3), 1-16
À la vie (To Life) (3), 6-16
Above and Below (3), 5-18

N O V E M B E R / D E C E M B E R
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Adventures in Babysitting (2.5), 5-18
Aferim! (3.5), 4-16
Alice Through the Looking Glass (2), 5-18
All About E (2), 2-16
All the Way (3.5), 6-16
Alleluia (3), 1-16
Almost Man, The (2.5), 6-16
Altered Minds (2), 5-20
Alvin and the Chipmunks: The Road Chip (2), 2-16
Ambrosia (2.5), 4-16
American Bear (3), 1-16
Amorous (1.5), 2-16
Amour Fou (3), 1-16
Angry Birds Movie, The (2), 5-20
Anomalisa (3), 3-16
Anthropoid (2), 6-16
April and the Extraordinary World (3), 6-18
Ashby (2.5), 1-18
Assassin, The (3.5), 2-16
Assassination (2.5), 2-16
August Winds (2.5), 6-18
Automatic Hate, The (3), 6-18
Baba Joon (3), 5-20
Ballad of the Weeping Spring, The (3), 2-16
Ballerina’s Tale, A (3), 3-18
Barbershop: The Next Cut (2.5), 5-20
Batman: The Killing Joke (2.5), 6-18
Becoming Bulletproof (3), 3-18
Beltracchi: The Art of Forgery (3), 1-18
Benefactor, The (1.5), 3-18
Best of Enemies (3.5), 1-18
BFG, The (3), 6-18
Big Stone Gap (2.5), 3-18
Bitter Honey (3.5), 5-20
Black Mass (3), 1-18
Black Mountain Side (2.5), 3-18
Blind (3.5), 2-18
Bloody Knuckles (3), 1-20
Blue Hour, The (3), 3-19
Boss, The (2), 4-16
Boy, The (1.5), 3-19
Brave Heart: The Lizzie Velasquez Story, A (3.5), 1-3
Breaking a Monster (3), 6-20
Bridgend (3), 5-20
Brilliant Young Mind, A (2.5), 1-20
Bronze, The (2.5), 5-22
Brothers Grimsby, The (1), 4-16
By the Sea (1), 4-18
Café Society (3), 6-20
Call Me Lucky (3), 1-20
Capital C (3), 1-20
Captain America: Civil War (2.5), 5-22
Captivated: The Trials of Pamela Smart (3), 1-20
Carol (3), 2-18
Cartel Land (3), 3-19
Cemetery of Splendor (3), 4-18
Censored Voices (3.5), 3-19
Chevalier (3), 6-20
Chi-Raq (3), 2-18
Children of the Night (3), 1-20
Circle (2.5), 5-22
City of Gold (3), 6-20
Clearstream Affair, The (2.5), 2-18
ClownTown (1), 6-20
Club, The (3.5), 4-18
CodeGirl (3), 3-19
Coffee, Kill Boss (2), 3-20
Colliding Dreams (3.5), 5-22
Coming Home (3), 3-20
Concussion (2.5), 3-20
Confession of a Child of the Century (2), 4-18
Congressman, The (2), 6-20
Conjuring, The 2 (2.5), 5-22
Creed (3.5), 2-20
Criminal (1.5), 5-23
Crimson Peak (2.5), 1-22
Crumbs (2.5), 1-22
Crush the Skull (2.5), 4-18
Cut, The (3.5), 2-20
Daddy’s Home (2), 3-20
Danish Girl, The (3.5), 2-3
Dark Diamond (3), 6-22
Dark Exorcism (1.5), 6-22
Dark Horse (3), 5-23
Dark Horse, The (3.5), 5-23
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Deadpool (3), 3-20
Dear Eleanor (3), 5-23
Deathgasm (2), 2-20
Demolition (2), 5-23
Der Bunker (3), 6-22
Destination: Planet Negro! (3.5), 5-23
Diary of a Teenage Girl, The (3.5), 2-20
Dinner, The (3), 2-20
Dior and I (3), 1-22
Disaster Playground (3.5), 2-20
Divide in Concord (3), 2-22
Do I Sound Gay? (2.5), 1-22
Dog Named Gucci, A (3), 4-20
Dolly Parton’s Coat of Many Colors (2.5), 4-20
Downriver (1.5), 6-22
Dresser, The (3), 5-24
Drown (1.5), 2-22
Dukhtar (3), 6-22
Dwarvenaut, The (3.5), 6-22
Eat That Question: Frank Zappa (3), 6-24
Eden (2), 2-22
Edge of Winter (2), 6-24
Eisenstein in Guanajuato (2.5), 3-22
Electra Woman and Dyna Girl (2), 5-24
Elstree 1976 (3), 5-24
Elvis & Nixon (3), 4-20
Embrace of the Serpent (3.5), 3-22
Emptying the Skies (3.5), 2-22
Endgame (3), 5-24
Equals (2), 6-24
Estranged (2.5), 3-22
Everybody Wants Some!! (3), 5-24
Extraordinary Tales (2), 3-22
Eye in the Sky (3), 4-20
Falling, The (2.5), 1-22
Fantastic Four (1.5), 1-24
Far From Men (3), 2-22
Fastball (3), 3-22
Fear No Fruit (3.5), 3-22
Fear of 13, The (3.5), 5-26
Félix & Meira (3), 1-24
Fever (2.5), 5-26
Fidelio: Alice’s Odyssey (3), 4-20
Finding Altamira (2), 6-24
Finding Gastón (3), 3-24
First Monday in May, The (1.5), 5-26
Fits, The (3), 6-24
Flowers (3), 3-24
Fool, The (3), 4-20
Forbidden Room, The (3), 3-24
Francofonia (3.5), 5-26
Frankenstein (1.5), 3-24
Free State of Jones (2.5), 5-26
Freeheld (2), 1-24
From Afar (3), 5-28
Front Cover (2), 6-25
Full of Grace (3), 2-24
Genius (2), 6-25
Ghostbusters (2.5), 6-25
Girl in the Book, The (1.5), 3-24
Girl King, The (3), 2-24
Girl Like Her, A (2.5), 2-24
Glassland (3), 4-22
Going Away (2), 5-28
Going Clear (3.5), 2-24
Good Dinosaur, The (3), 2-24
Goodnight Mommy (3), 1-24
Goosebumps (3), 2-26
Grandma (3), 2-26
Great Alone, The (3.5), 4-22
Great Invisible, The (3.5), 3-25
Green Room (2.5), 4-22
Güeros (3), 1-24
Guidance (3), 2-26
Hand Gestures (3), 5-28
Hard Day, A (3), 2-26
Hard Labor (2), 6-25
Hardcore Henry (1.5), 5-28
Henry Gamble’s Birthday Party (3), 4-22
High-Rise (2), 5-28
Hockney (3), 6-26
Holding the Man (2.5), 5-28
Home, James (3), 3-25
Hora ’79 (3), 3-25
Hotel Transylvania 2 (2), 1-24
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How to Win at Checkers (Every Time) (3), 3-25
Huevos: Little Rooster’s Egg-Cellent Adventure (2),
2-26
Human Experiment, The (3.5), 1-26
Hunger Games: Mockingjay, Part 2 (2), 2-26
Hunt for the Wilderpeople (3.5), 5-39
I Am the Queen (3), 1-26
I Am Thor (3), 3-25
I, Anna (2), 5-39
I Believe in Unicorns (2), 2-27
I Hope You Dance (3), 2-27
I Know a Woman Like That (3), 4-22
I Smile Back (2.5), 3-25
Identicals (2), 4-24
In the Basement (3), 2-27
In the Courtyard (3), 1-26
In the Grayscale (3), 1-26
Independence Day: Resurgence (1.5), 6-26
Infinitely Polar Bear (3), 1-26
Ingrid Bergman: In Her Own Words (3), 5-39
Innocents, The (3), 6-26
Intern, The (3), 1-28
Invitation, The (3), 5-39
Ip Man 3 (3), 4-24
Iron Ministry, The (3), 2-27
It’s All So Quiet (3), 6-26
Jack of the Red Hearts (3), 4-24
Jafar Panahi’s Taxi (3.5), 3-26
Jamel Shabazz: Street Photographer (3), 1-28
Jane Got a Gun (2), 4-24
Jason Bourne (2), 6-26
Jellyfish Eyes (2.5), 2-27
Jia Zhangke, A Guy from Fenyang (3), 5-39
Joy (2), 3-26
Jungle Book, The (3.5), 5-30
Kill or Be Killed (2.5), 3-26
Kill Zone 2 (2.5), 6-26
Killing Them Safely (3.5), 3-26
Kind Words, The (3), 6-28
Kindergarten Teacher, The (3.5), 2-28
Kindness Is Contagious (3), 1-28
King Jack (1.5), 6-28
King of Herrings (2.5), 3-26
Kingsglaive: Final Fantasy XV (1.5), 6-28
Knight of Cups (1.5), 5-30
Kung Fu Panda 3 (3), 4-24
L’Attesa (3), 6-28
Lady in the Van, The (3), 3-28
Lamb (3.5), 6-28
Last Days in the Desert (3), 6-29
Last Diamond, The (3.5), 5-30
Last Season, The (3), 1-28
Last Witch Hunter, The (1), 2-28
Learning to Drive (2.5), 1-28
Legend (2.5), 3-28
Les Cowboys (3), 6-29
Life Animated (3), 6-29
Life Tracker (1.5), 3-28
Like You Mean It (2), 2-28
Liz in September (3), 1-30
Lo and Behold (3.5), 6-3
Lobster, The (3), 4-24
London Has Fallen (2), 3-28
Looking Glass, The (1.5), 2-28
Lost in Hong Kong (3), 3-28
Love & Friendship (3), 5-30
Ma ma (2), 6-29
Macbeth (2.5), 2-28
Mad Tiger (3), 5-30
Maggie’s Plan (2), 5-32
Magical Girl (3), 4-26
Making Rounds (3), 2-30
Mala Mala (3), 1-30
Man from U.N.C.L.E. (2), 1-30
Man Up (3), 2-30
Man Who Knew Infinity, The (3), 5-32
Manson’s Lost Girls (1.5), 4-26
Margarita with a Straw (3.5), 5-32
Marie’s Story (3.5), 1-30
Marshland (3.5), 3-30
Martian, The (4), 2-30
Mask You Live In, The (3.5), 3-30
Matt Shepard Is a Friend of Mine (3), 1-30
Maze Runner: The Scorch Trials (2), 1-30
Me Before You (2.5), 5-32
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Meadowland (3.5), 3-30
Measure of a Man, The (3), 6-29
Mediterranea (3), 4-26
Meet the Guilbys (3), 6-29
Meet the Patels (2.5), 2-30
Mermaid, The (3), 5-32
Midnight After, The (3.5), 5-34
Midnight Special (3.5), 5-34
Miles Ahead (2.5), 5-34
Misconduct (1), 4-26
Miss You Already (3), 3-30
Mississippi Grind (3), 2-30
Mistress America (2), 1-30
Money Monster (3), 5-34
Monster with a Thousand Heads, A (3), 5-34
Mountains May Depart (3), 5-34
Moving Creatures, The (1), 6-30
Mr. Right (2), 4-26
Mustang (3.5), 4-28
My All-American (2), 3-30
My Big Night (2), 6-30
My Golden Days (3.5), 5-35
Napoli Napoli Napoli (2.5), 5-35
Natural Resistance (3), 2-30
Naz & Maalik (2.5), 3-30
Neighbors 2: Sorority Rising (2), 5-36
Neon Bull (2.5), 6-30
New Girlfriend, The (3), 2-32
Night Has Settled (3), 4-28
Night Will Fall (4), 3-31
Nightingale, The (3), 3-31
Nights with Theodore (1), 3-31
Nine Lives (1.5), 6-30
No Escape (3), 1-31
No Home Movie (3), 5-36
No Men Beyond This Point (2.5), 6-30
Noma: My Perfect Storm (3), 3-31
Now You See Me 2 (2), 5-36
Nymphets, The (3), 5-36
Observance (2), 6-31
One Cut, One Life (3.5), 1-31
One Eyed Girl (2), 2-32
One Rogue Reporter (3), 1-31
Only Real Game, The (3.5), 1-31
Open Season: Scared Silly (2.5), 3-31
Other Side, The (3), 5-36
Other Side of the Door, The (1.5), 5-38
Our Brand Is Crisis (2.5), 2-32
Our Kind of Traitor (2), 5-38
Our Last Tango (3), 6-31
OUTATIME: Saving the DeLorean Time Machine (2.5),
5-38
Outlaws and Angels (1.5), 6-31
Pan (1), 1-31
Papa: Hemingway in Cuba (1.5), 6-31
Paper Towns (2), 1-32
Papirosen (2), 6-32
Paranormal Activity: Ghost Dimension (1), 4-32
Parched (3), 6-32
Paths of the Soul (3), 6-32
Paulette (2.5), 3-32
Paulo Coelho’s Best Story (2.5), 1-32
Pay the Ghost (1.5), 1-32
Peace After Marriage (2.5), 5-38
Pearl Button, The (3), 2-32
Pelé: Birth of a Legend (3), 6-32
People Places Things (2), 1-32
Perfect Day, A (2), 5-38
Perfect Husband, The (1.5), 5-40
Phoenix (3.5), 3-32
Piper, The (2.5), 2-34
Place in Heaven, A (3), 4-28
Portrait of a Serial Monogamist (3), 3-32
Presenting Princess Shaw (3), 6-32
Pride and Prejudice and Zombies (2), 3-32
Primary Instinct, The (3), 3-32
Prince (3), 2-34
Prophet, The (2.5), 2-34
Providence (1), 4-28
Puzzled Love (3), 5-40
Queen of Earth (3), 2-34
Race (2.5), 3-34
Racing Extinction (3), 3-34
Raiders! The Story of the Greatest Fan Film Ever Made
(3), 6-33
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Rams (3), 6-33
Red Lines (3.5), 1-32
Revenant, The (3), 3-34
Risen (2.5), 3-34
Room (4), 3-34
Rotor DR1 (2.5), 1-32
Royal Road, The (2.5), 6-33
Russian Woodpecker, The (3.5), 5-40
Samba (2.5), 2-34
Sausage Party (2), 6-33
Saving Mr. Wu (3), 5-40
Sea Fog (3), 6-33
Search for Michael Rockefeller (3), 1-34
Second Mother, The (3.5), 1-34
Secret Life of Pets, The (2.5), 6-34
Secrets of War (3), 2-36
Sembene! (4), 3-35
Seventh Fire, The (3), 6-34
Sex, Love & Therapy (1), 3-35
Sex Temple, The (3), 4-28
Shallows, The (2.5), 6-34
Sheik, The (3.5), 3-35
Sicario (3), 1-34
Sinister 2 (1.5), 2-36
Sinner in Mecca, A (2.5), 5-40
Sleeping With Other People (2), 2-36
Son of Saul (4), 3-35
Song of Lahore (3.5), 5-40
Songs From the North (3.5), 2-36
Songs My Brothers Taught Me (3), 6-34
Southside With You (3), 6-34
Spotlight (4), 2-36
Square, The (3.5), 1-34
Stand Clear of the Closing Doors (3), 4-29
Standing Tall (3), 6-34
Stanford Prison Experiment, The (2.5), 1-34
Star Trek: Beyond (2.5), 6-36
Stations of the Cross (3.5), 1-35
Steak (R)evolution (3.5), 2-37
Steve Jobs (3.5), 3-35
Steve Jobs (3.5), 2-37
Stonewall (2), 2-37
Straight Outta Compton (3), 1-35
Sucker (2.5), 3-36
Suffragette (3), 1-35
Sugar Kisses (3), 3-36
Summer of Sangaile, The (3), 3-36
Summertime (3), 6-36
Sunrise (3), 6-36
Sunshine Superman (3), 2-37
Sweaty Betty (2.5), 2-37
Sweet Bean (3.5), 5-42
Sworn Virgin (3), 5-42
Tab Hunter Confidential (3), 6-36
Take Me to the River (1.5), 6-36
Take Me to the River (3), 3-36
Tale of Tales (2.5), 6-38
Tale of Two Thieves, A (3), 1-35
Tap World (3), 1-35
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles: Out of the Shadows
(2), 5-42
That’s Not Us (3), 3-36
Theeb (3.5), 4-29
Therapy for a Vampire (2), 6-38
Those People (2.5), 5-42
Tiger, The (3), 6-38
Tokyo Fiancée (3), 2-37
Tokyo Tribe (2.5), 2-38
Top Spin (3), 2-38
Touched with Fire (2), 3-36
Traders (2), 5-42
Transporter Refueled, The (2), 1-36
Tribe, The (3), 3-38
Tricked (3), 5-43
Troublemakers: The Story of Land Art (3), 4-29
Trumbo (3.5), 2-38
Trust, The (2.5), 6-38
Truth (4), 2-38
Tu dors Nicole (3.5), 1-36
Uncle John (3), 2-38
Under the Sun (3), 6-38
Unleashed! A Dog Dancing Story (3), 2-40
Up the Wrong Tree (2.5), 4-30
Valley of Love (3), 3-38
Victor Frankenstein (2.5), 3-38
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Victoria (2), 3-38
Viktoria (2.5), 6-39
Visit, The (2), 1-36
Von Trapp Family: A Life of Music (2), 4-30
Walk, The (2.5), 1-36
War, A (3.5), 4-30
War Dogs (2), 6-39
War Room (2), 1-36
Warcraft (1.5), 5-43
We Are Still Here (3), 1-38
We Come As Friends (3.5), 3-38
We Monsters (3), 5-43
Wedding Doll, The (3), 5-43
Weiner (3), 5-43
Welcome to Leith (3.5), 3-39
What Happened, Miss Simone? (3.5), 6-39
What Our Fathers Did: A Nazi Legacy (4), 3-39
Whiskey Tango Foxtrot (3), 4-30
White Panther (3), 3-39
Wiener-Dog (3), 6-39
Winding Stream, The (3.5), 5-46
Winning: The Racing Life of Paul Newman (3.5), 1-38
Winter, The (2.5), 3-39
Witch, The (3.5), 3-3
Wonders, The (3), 3-39
Wondrous Boccaccio (3), 5-46
Xenia (3), 2-40
X-Men: Apocalypse (2), 5-46
You’re Killing Me (1), 3-40
Youth (3), 2-40

CL ASSIC FILMS
3 Films Directed by Benoît Jacquot (3), 1-38
99 River Street (3), 5-46
American Dreamer, The (2), 1-38
Antonia’s Line (3.5), 4-30
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Death by Hanging (3), 3-40
Death Walks Twice (3), 4-34
Deathgasm (2), 2-20
Deep in My Heart (3), 2-42
Deep Web (3), 6-69
Defying the Nazis: The Sharps’ War (4), 6-77
Demolition (2), 5-23
Den-Noh Coil: Collection One (3), 6-80
Der Bunker (3), 6-22
Der Freischütz (3.5), 2-78
Destination: Planet Negro! (3.5), 5-23
Destiny (3), 6-42
Detectorists: Series 2 (3), 5-53
Diary of a Lost Girl (3), 1-40
Diary of a Teenage Girl, The (3.5), 2-20
Dicks from Texas, The (3), 3-79
Die Fledermaus (2.5), 2-78
Dinner, The (3), 2-20
Dior and I (3), 1-22
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Director Prepares: Bobby Roth’s Masterclass (3), 3-70
Dirt & Deeds in Mississippi (3.5), 3-61
Disaster Playground (3.5), 2-20
Discoveries…America National Parks: California
Missions (3.5), 3-74
Discoveries… America National Parks: California
Redwoods to Death Valley (3.5), 6-78
Discoveries…America National Parks: Colorado’s
Spectacular (3), 4-61
Discoveries… America National Parks: Independence
Hall, Liberty Bell and Historic Pennsylvania (3.5), 5-74
Discoveries…America National Parks: Railroads (3.5),
4-62
Discoveries…America National Parks: Statue of Liberty
& New York City (3), 1-79
(Dis)Honesty: The Truth About Lies (3.5), 1-60
Dislecksia: The Movie (3), 1-68
Divide in Concord (3), 2-22
Do I Sound Gay? (2.5), 1-22
Doctor Who: Complete Ninth Series (3), 4-43
Dog Named Gucci, A (3), 4-20
Dogs on the Inside (3.5), 3-66
Dolly Parton’s Coat of Many Colors (2.5), 4-20
Don Quixote (3.5), 5-79
Donovan’s Brain (2.5), 3-40
Downriver (1.5), 6-22
Downton Abbey: Season 6—Final Season (3.5), 2-49
Dragonar Academy: Complete Series (2), 2-76
Dragonball Z: Resurrection ‘F’ (3), 2-76
Dream/Killer (3), 5-64
Dreamcatcher (3.5), 6-66
Dreams Rewired (3), 2-67
Dress and Groom for Career Success (3.5), 5-71
Dresser, The (3), 5-24
Drown (1.5), 2-22
Drunk History: Season 3 (3), 3-50
Dugong and Din (3), 5-65
Dukhtar (3), 6-22
Dwarvenaut, The (3.5), 6-22
E-Team, The (3.5), 3-61
E.O. Wilson: Of Ants and Men (3.5), 2-73
East Jerusalem West Jerusalem (3), 5-62
Easy Yoga for Diabetes (3), 5-68
Eat That Question: Frank Zappa (3), 6-24
Ecocide (3.5), 4-49
Eden (2), 2-22
Edgar Allan Poe’s Black Cats (2.5), 1-40
Edge of Seventeen (3), 3-42
Edge of the Wild, The (3.5), 5-66
Edge of Winter (2), 6-24
Edible Marijuana: Is It Safe? (3.5), 1-71
Effective Parenting Strategies (3), 1-72
Eisenstein in Guanajuato (2.5), 3-22
El Canto del Colibri (3.5), 5-70
Electra Woman and Dyna Girl (2), 5-24
Elektra (2), 5-79
Element: Beginner Level Yoga (3), 2-65
Elementary: Fourth Season (3), 6-50
Elstree 1976 (3), 5-24
Elvis & Nixon (3), 4-20
Elvis Costello—Detour (3), 3-79
Embrace of the Serpent (3.5), 3-22
Emigrants/The New Land (4), 3-42
Empire (3), 2-70
Emptying the Skies (3.5), 2-22
End, The (2), 2-42
Endeavour: Complete Third Season (3.5), 6-50
Endgame (3), 5-24
Enrique Bunbury: El Camino Más Largo (3), 4-67
Entrepreneurship: Be Your Own Boss (3), 3-70
Episodes: Fourth Season (3.5), 4-43
Equals (2), 6-24
Estranged (2.5), 3-22
Everybody Wants Some!! (3), 5-24
Everything You Need to Know About E-Cigarettes,
Vaping, and Hookahs (3), 6-71
Exile Nation (3.5), 3-62
Expanse: Season One (3), 4-43
Extant: The Second Season (2), 2-49
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Extraordinary Tales (2), 3-22
Eye in the Sky (3), 4-20
Fall: Series 2 (2.5), 3-52
Fall Seven Times, Get Up Eight (3), 5-74
Falling, The (2.5), 1-22
Family Farm, The (3), 3-68
Fantastic Four (1.5), 1-24
Fantastic Planet (3), 5-48
Fantasy Sports Gamble, The (3), 5-71
Far From Men (3), 2-22
Fargo: Year Two (3.5), 3-52
Farmer and the Chef, The (3.5), 4-56
Fastball (3), 3-22
Fate/kaleid liner Prisma Illya 2wei! (2), 3-77
Father of the Bride (4), 4-34
Fear No Fruit (3.5), 3-22
Fear of 13, The (3.5), 5-26
Fear the Walking Dead: Complete First Season (2.5),
2-50
Feelings Are Facts: The Life of Yvonne Rainer (3), 5-76
Félix & Meira (3), 1-24
Feminism Inshallah: A History of Arab Feminism (3),
4-49
Fever (2.5), 5-26
Few Good Pie Places, A (3), 2-66
Fidelio (3), 5-80
Fidelio: Alice’s Odyssey (3), 4-20
Films of Maurice Pialat, Volume 1 (4), 4-34
Find Me (3), 1-72
Finding Altamira (2), 6-24
Finding Gastón (3), 3-24
Finding Winnie (3), 6-58
First Degree (3.5), 5-64
First Monday in May, The (1.5), 5-26
Fish Wars (3), 5-66
Fits, The (3), 6-24
Fixed Bayonets! (3), 6-42
Flash: Complete Second Season (3), 6-51
Flowers (3), 3-24
Foodies (2), 5-70
Fool, The (3), 4-20
Forbidden Films: Hidden Legacy of Nazi Film (3.5),
6-75
Forbidden Hollywood: Volume 10 (2.5), 4-34
Forbidden Room, The (3), 3-24
Forbidden Zone (3), 1-42
Francofonia (3.5), 5-26
Frankenstein (1.5), 3-24
Frankenstein (2.5), 3-52
Freaks and Geeks: Complete Series (3.5), 3-52
Free State of Jones (2.5), 5-26
Freeheld (2), 1-24
French Village: Season 1(2.5), 2-50
Fresh Off the Boat: Complete First Season (3), 1-46
From Afar (3), 5-28
From Dusk Till Dawn: Season Two (2.5), 3-52
Front Cover (2), 6-25
Fruit of Grisaia: Compete Collection (2), 4-65
Full Moon in Paris (3), 1-42
Full of Grace (3), 2-24
Funny Bones (3), 5-56
Gabo: The Creation of Gabriel Garcia Márquez (3),
2-73
Gallant Hours, The (3), 3-42
Gambling On Extinction (3.5), 6-71
Game of Thrones: Complete Fifth Season (3.5), 3-53
Gaming in Color (3.5), 3-70
Genius (2), 6-25
George for Real (3), 5-61
Gesualdo: Death for Five Voices (3), 4-67
Getting Into Grammar (3), 4-53
Getting On: Complete Second Season (3), 2-50
Ghost in the Shell Arise: Borders 3 & 4 (2), 1-81
Ghost Story (2), 2-42
Ghostbusters (2.5), 6-25
Gilda (3), 3-42
Girl in the Book, The (1.5), 3-24
Girl King, The (3), 2-24
Girl Like Her, A (2.5), 2-24

V I D E O

L I B R A R I A N

Girlfriend Experience, The (3), 6-51
Girlfriends’ Guide to Divorce: Season One (3), 1-46
Girls: Complete Fourth Season (2.5), 3-53
Giving Up the Ghosts (2.5), 2-78
Glassland (3), 4-22
Globe Trekker: Mumbai City Guide (3.5), 3-74
Going Away (2), 5-28
Going Clear (3.5), 2-24
Gold (2.5), 5-48
Golden Gate Girls (3), 5-76
Gone with the Wind: The Remarkable Rise and Tragic
Fall of Lynyrd Skynyrd (3), 1-82
Gong Show Movie, The (2.5), 4-34
Good Breast, The (3), 6-71
Good Dinosaur, The (3), 2-24
Goodnight Mommy (3), 1-24
Goosebumps (3), 2-26
Gotham: Complete Second Season (3), 6-51
Gourmet Girl Graffiti: Complete Collection (2.5), 6-80
Grace and Frankie: Season One (3), 4-43
Grandma (3), 2-26
Grantchester: Complete Second Season (3.5), 4-44
Grease Live! (3.5), 3-80
Great Alone, The (3.5), 4-22
Great American Dream Machine (3), 1-46
Great Invisible, The (3.5), 3-25
Great Transmission, The (3), 6-64
Great White Lies (3), 5-66
Green Room (2.5), 4-22
Greenhorn (4), 3-57
Greenhouse of the Future, The (3.5), 3-69
Grey City (3.5), 6-76
Grimm: Season Four (3), 1-46
Growing Apart: Politics of Family Separation (3), 3-64
Growing Up Trans (3), 1-68
Güeros (3), 1-24
Guess How Much I Love You: The Song of Spring
(3.5), 5-56
Gugure! Kokkuri-san: Complete Collection (3), 4-65
Guidance (3), 2-26
Hakuoki—Demon of the Fleeting Blossom (2.5), 5-78
Halt and Catch Fire: Complete Second Season (3),
6-51
HaNaYaMaTa: Complete Collection (2.5), 3-77
Hand Gestures (3), 5-28
Handmade with Love in France (3), 2-67
Happy Valley (3), 1-46
HAPPYish: Season One (3), 1-48
Hard Day, A (3), 2-26
Hard Labor (2), 6-25
Hard to Believe (3.5), 3-62
Hardcore Henry (1.5), 5-28
Helen’s Big World: Life of Helen Keller (3), 6-58
Henry and Anne: The Lovers Who Changed History
(3.5), 2-71
Henry Gamble’s Birthday Party (3), 4-22
Henry V (3.5), 5-72
Hercules (3), 5-80
Here Come the Videofreex (3), 6-66
Heritage of Chinese Culture and Dance, The (3), 4-58
Heroes: Saving Jewish Lives from the Nazis (3.5), 4-60
Heroes Reborn: Event Series (2.5), 4-44
High Cost of Cheap Gas, The (3.5), 2-60
High-Rise (2), 5-28
Highs, Lows, and In-Betweens of Puberty (3), 3-64
Hillary Rodham Clinton: Some Girls Are Born to Lead
(3.5), 2-54
Hockney (3), 6-26
Holding the Man (2.5), 5-28
Hollow Crown: Wars of the Roses (3), 5-53
Home Fires (3), 1-48
Home, James (3), 3-25
Homeland: Complete Fourth Season (3.5), 1-48
Honky (3), 3-71
Hora ’79 (3), 3-25
Horizon in the Middle of Nowhere (2), 6-80
Horror Classics, Volume One (3), 1-42
Hotel Transylvania 2 (2), 1-24
House for Hermit Crab, A (3.5), 3-57
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House of Cards: Complete Fourth Season (3), 5-53
House of Lies: Fourth Season (2), 4-44
How Addiction Hijacks the Brain (3.5), 5-68
How to Become the President of the United States
(3.5), 4-46
How to Change the World (3.5), 2-61
How to Dance in Ohio (3), 5-60
How to End Unhealthy Relationships (3), 4-52
How to Run for Political Office (3.5), 1-63
How to Sew a Travel Wardrobe (3), 3-68
How to Smell a Rose (3.5), 2-69
How to Win at Checkers (Every Time) (3), 3-25
Huevos: Little Rooster’s Egg-Cellent Adventure (2),
2-26
Human Experiment, The (3.5), 1-26
Humans (3), 3-53
Humpback Whales (3), 5-67
Hunger Games: Mockingjay, Part 2 (2), 2-26
Hunt for the Wilderpeople (3.5), 5-39
Hurricane, The (2.5), 1-42
I Am the Queen (3), 1-26
I Am Thor (3), 3-25
I Am What I Play (3), 2-70
I, Anna (2), 5-39
I Believe in Unicorns (2), 2-27
I Can Be President: A Kid’s Eye View (3), 3-57
I Confess (3), 3-42
I Don’t Belong Anywhere (3), 4-62
I Due Foscari (3), 5-80
I Hope You Dance (3), 2-27
I Knew Her Well (3.5), 3-43
I Know a Woman Like That (3), 4-22
I Smile Back (2.5), 3-25
I Want to Live! (3), 1-42
I’m a Big Girl (2.5), 4-46
Identicals (2), 4-24
Ikiru (3.5), 2-42
Immigration Battle (3), 3-64
Immortal Story, The (3), 6-42
In Country (2.5), 1-77
In Defense of Food (4), 3-68
In Football We Trust (3.5), 5-71
In the Basement (3), 2-27
In the Courtyard (3), 1-26
In the Grayscale (3), 1-26
In the Name of the Temple (3), 5-61
In the Shadows (3), 4-49
Independence Day: Resurgence (1.5), 6-26
India’s Daughter (3), 3-62
Indian Summers (3), 1-48
Infinitely Polar Bear (3), 1-26
Ingrid Bergman: In Her Own Words (3), 5-39
Inhabit: A Permaculture Perspective (3.5), 2-63
Innocents, The (3), 6-26
Inside Amy Schumer: Season 3 (3), 2-50
Inside the Chinese Closet (3), 6-73
Inspector Lewis: Series 8 (3), 6-51
Intern, The (3), 1-28
Invisible Scars (2.5), 4-50
Invitation, The (3), 5-39
Ip Man 3 (3), 4-24
Iphigenia (3.5), 5-48
Irish R.M.: Complete Collection (3.5), 3-53
Iron Ministry, The (3), 2-27
It’s a Big World, Little Pig! (3.5), 5-56
It’s All So Quiet (3), 6-26
It’s Only Stanley (3), 6-62
Ivan: The Remarkable True Story of the Shopping Mall
Gorilla (3), 2-56
Iwo Jima: From Combat to Comrades (3.5), 3-73
iZombie: Complete First Season (3), 1-48
Jack and the Beanstalk (3), 1-43
Jack of the Red Hearts (3), 4-24
Jackie Robinson (3.5), 4-64
Jaco (3.5), 2-73
Jafar Panahi’s Taxi (3.5), 3-26
Jam: About the Young Idea (2.5), 2-78
Jamel Shabazz: Street Photographer (3), 1-28
Jane Got a Gun (2), 4-24
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Jane the Virgin: Complete First Season (3), 1-49
Janet King—Series 1: Enemy Within (3), 5-53
Janis: Little Girl Blue (3), 4-62
Jason Bourne (2), 6-26
Je Suis Charlie (L’humor a mort) (3.5), 4-60
Je t’aime, Je t’aime (3), 1-43
Jeff Dunham: Unhinged in Hollywood (2.5), 1-74
Jeff Lynne’s ELO: Live in Hyde Park (3), 1-83
Jellyfish Eyes (2.5), 2-27
Jericho (2.5), 6-54
Jerusalem (2.5), 1-62
Jesus of Nazareth: Complete Miniseries (3), 3-53
Jesus Town, USA (3), 1-62
Jia Zhangke, A Guy from Fenyang (3), 5-39
Jim Henson’s Doozers: Catch a Ride! (3.5), 5-56
John Bunyan: The People’s Pilgrim (3), 6-78
Joseph: Carpenter of Steel (3.5), 3-60
Journey: Live In Manila (2.5), 6-82
Journey to Space (3), 4-54
Joy (2), 3-26
Julien Duvivier in the Thirties (3), 2-42
Jungle Book, The (3.5), 5-30
Just Eat It (3.5), 2-67
Just Let Go: Lenny Kravitz Live (2.5), 2-79
Kamikaze ‘89 (2.5), 6-44
Kate & Mim-Mim: A Christmas Wish (3), 6-60
Kate & Mim-Mim: Flight of the Flowers (2.5), 4-46
Kathy Smith: FastFit 10-Minute Miracle (3.5), 2-65
Katy Perry: Prismatic World Tour Live (3), 2-79
Key and Peele: Complete Series (3), 6-54
Kid, The (3.5), 3-43
Kids and Prayer (3), 4-49
Kill or Be Killed (2.5), 3-26
Kill Zone 2 (2.5), 6-26
Killing Them Safely (3.5), 3-26
Kind Words, The (3), 6-28
Kindergarten Teacher, The (3.5), 2-28
Kindness Is Contagious (3), 1-28
King Jack (1.5), 6-28
King of Herrings (2.5), 3-26
King Priam (3.5), 4-67
Kingsglaive: Final Fantasy XV (1.5), 6-28
Knight of Cups (1.5), 5-30
Knox (3), 4-62
Król Roger (3.5), 2-79
Kroll Show: Season 3 (3), 5-53
Kung Fu Panda 3 (3), 4-24
Kurt Cobain: Montage of Heck (3), 2-75
Kwaidan (3), 1-43
L’Attesa (3), 6-28
L’inganno Felice (3), 6-82
La Bohème (3), 5-80
La Chienne (3.5), 5-50
La Fille Mal Gardée (3.5), 3-80
La Reine Morte (3), 4-68
La Rondine (3), 5-81
Lady Antebellum: Wheels Up Tour (3), 2-79
Lady in the Van, The (3), 3-28
Lamb (3.5), 6-28
Land Before Time: Journey of the Brave, The (2), 3-57
Land Grabbing (3.5), 4-50
Last Colony, The (3), 1-78
Last Day of Freedom (3.5), 6-66
Last Days in the Desert (3), 6-29
Last Diamond, The (3.5), 5-30
Last Kingdom, The (3), 3-54
Last Man on Earth: Complete First Season (3), 1-49
Last Man on the Moon (3), 5-66
Last Panthers, The (3), 5-54
Last Reef: Cities Beneath the Sea (3), 6-70
Last Season, The (3), 1-28
Last Stop on Market Street (4), 5-58
Last Witch Hunter, The (1), 2-28
Latke, the Lucky Dog (3.5), 4-46
Learning to Drive (2.5), 1-28
Legend (2.5), 3-28
LEGO Scooby-Doo!: Haunted Hollywood (3), 5-56
LEGO Star Wars: Droid Tales (3.5), 3-58
Leonard Bernstein: Larger Than Life (3.5), 5-75
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Les Contes d’Hoffmann (2), 1-83
Les Contes d’Hoffmann (2.5), 5-81
Les Cowboys (3), 6-29
Les Pecheurs de Perles (3), 4-68
Leslie Sansone—Just Walk (3), 2-65
Let There Be Light (3.5), 3-43
Letters to Max (3.5), 4-60
Life after Death from Above 1979 (3), 1-83
Life and Crimes of Doris Payne, The (3), 1-68
Life Animated (3), 6-29
Life Story (3.5), 4-55
Life Tracker (1.5), 3-28
Life’s Rocky Start (3), 4-54
Like the Others (3), 3-58
Like You Mean It (2), 2-28
Lily’s Driftwood Bay: Meet Lily (3.5), 6-58
Limitless: Season One (2.5), 6-54
Lincoln’s Greatest Speech (3.5), 5-74
Line of Duty: Series 3 (3.5), 6-54
L’Inhumaine (3.5), 3-46
Listeners, The (3), 6-64
Little Brother: Manchild in the Promised Land (3),
6-66
Little White Lie (3.5), 1-64
Liz in September (3), 1-30
Lizzie Borden Chronicles, The (3), 3-54
Lo and Behold (3.5), 6-3
Lobster, The (3), 4-24
Locodol: Complete Collection (2), 3-78
London Has Fallen (2), 3-28
Looking at Lincoln (3), 2-56
Looking Glass, The (1.5), 2-28
Losing Ground (3.5), 4-36
Losing the West (3), 6-67
Lost in Hong Kong (3), 3-28
Lost Lost Lost & Walden (3), 2-46
Lou Grant: Complete First Season (3.5), 4-44
Love & Friendship (3), 5-30
Love Between the Covers (3), 1-75
Love Is a Verb (3), 4-50
Love’s Labour’s Lost & Love’s Labour’s Won (3.5), 2-70
Lucifer: Complete First Season (2.5), 6-54
Luther: 4 (3), 3-54
Lynyrd Skynyrd (2.5), 2-80
Ma ma (2), 6-29
Macbeth (2.5), 2-28
Mack & Moxy: The Great Helpee Heroes (3.5), 5-58
Mad Men: Final Season, Part 2 (3.5), 1-49
Mad Tiger (3), 5-30
Madam Secretary: Season 1 (3), 1-49
Maestra (3.5), 3-73
Maggie’s Plan (2), 5-32
Magical Girl (3), 4-26
Magicians: Season One (3), 5-54
Maison Close: Season Two (3), 2-50
Majestic Life of Queen Elizabeth II, The (3), 1-79
Making of Trump, The (3.5), 3-75
Making Rounds (3), 2-30
Mala Mala (3), 1-30
Mama Sherpas, The (3), 2-66
Mammon (3), 3-54
Man from U.N.C.L.E. (2), 1-30
Man Named Martin, Part 1: The Man (3), 3-60
Man Up (3), 2-30
Man Who Knew Infinity, The (3), 5-32
Man Who Saved Ben-Hur, The (3), 6-78
Manhattan: Season Two (3), 3-54
Manson’s Lost Girls (1.5), 4-26
Marco Polo: Complete First Season (3), 2-51
Margarita with a Straw (3.5), 5-32
Marguerite (3), 4-3
Marie’s Story (3.5), 1-30
Marquise of O… (3), 1-43
Married Woman, A (3), 4-36
Marshland (3.5), 3-30
Martian, The (4), 2-30
Mask You Live In, The (3.5), 3-30
Masters of Rhythm (3.5), 6-76
Masterworks of American Avant-Garde Experimental
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Film (3), 1-43
Matt Shepard Is a Friend of Mine (3), 1-30
Matthäus-Passion (2.5), 4-68
Maze Runner: The Scorch Trials (2), 1-30
McHale’s Navy: The Complete Series (2.5), 1-49
Me Before You (2.5), 5-32
Meadowland (3.5), 3-30
Measure of a Man, The (3), 6-29
Mediterranea (3), 4-26
Meet the Guilbys (3), 6-29
Meet the Hitlers (3.5), 4-50
Meet the Patels (2.5), 2-30
Meeting ISIS (2.5), 1-77
Megafalls of Iguacu, The (3), 4-54
Melody Gardot: Live at the Olympia Paris (3), 5-81
Memory Hackers (3), 5-60
Men of the Cloth (3.5), 3-68
Men with Beards (3), 4-51
Merchant of Venice, The (2.5), 5-72
Merchant of Venice, The (3.5), 4-58
Mercy Street (3.5), 3-55
Mermaid, The (3), 5-32
Midnight After, The (3.5), 5-34
Midnight Run (3), 6-44
Midnight Special (3.5), 5-34
Mika: Sinfonia Pop (3), 4-68
Miles Ahead (2.5), 5-34
Miraculous: Tales of Ladybug & Cat Noir (3.5), 4-48
Misconduct (1), 4-26
Miss Fisher’s Murder Mysteries: Series 3 (3), 1-50
Miss You Already (3), 3-30
Missions Collection, The (3), 1-62
Mississippi Grind (3), 2-30
Mistress America (2), 1-30
Moana With Sound (3.5), 1-44
Modern Family: The Complete Sixth Season (3), 1-50
Momokyun Sword: Complete Collection (1.5), 2-76
Money Monster (3), 5-34
Monster with a Thousand Heads, A (3), 5-34
Monthly Girls’ Nozaki-kun, Complete Collection
(3.5), 4-65
Moon Book, The (3), 3-58
Moose: Life of a Twig Eater (3), 4-54
Morgenthau (3), 3-75
Mortified Nation (3), 3-62
Mosè (1.5), 3-80
Motels Live at the Whisky a Go Go (2.5), 1-83
Motown 25: Yesterday, Today, Forever (3.5), 6-82
Mountains May Depart (3), 5-34
Moving Creatures, The (1), 6-30
Moving Up to Middle School (3), 4-53
Mr. Right (2), 4-26
Mr. Robot: Season 1 (3.5), 2-51
Mrs. Brown’s Boys: Complete Series (2), 2-51
Multiplicity of Us, The (3), 4-51
Mumbet’s Declaration of Independence (3), 1-58
Murder of a President (3.5), 4-61
Murdoch Mysteries: A Merry Murdoch Christmas (3),
6-60
Mustang (3.5), 4-28
My All-American (2), 3-30
My Big Night (2), 6-30
My Brother’s Bomber (3.5), 3-74
My Depression (3), 2-59
My Favorite Martian: Complete Series (2.5), 1-50
My Golden Days (3.5), 5-35
My Name is Not Isabella (2), 3-58
My Son, My Savior (3), 1-62
Myanmar: Bridges to Change (4), 1-74
Mystery Beneath the Ice (3), 4-54
Mystery Science Theater 3000: Volume Two (3.5), 5-54
Mystery Science Theater 3000 Volume XXXIV (3.5),
2-51
Mystery Science Theater 3000: Volume XXXV (3.5),
3-55
Napoli (3), 2-80
Napoli Napoli Napoli (2.5), 5-35
Nasty Terrible T-Kid 170: Julius Cavero (2.5), 5-76
Nathan For You: Seasons One & Two (3), 1-50
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Natural Life (3), 3-66
Natural Resistance (3), 2-30
Navajo Math Circles (3), 3-67
Naz & Maalik (2.5), 3-30
Nazareth: No Means of Escape (2.5), 1-84
Nefertiti’s Daughters (3), 4-51
Neighbors 2: Sorority Rising (2), 5-36
Nelson Algren (3.5), 3-76
Neon Bull (2.5), 6-30
Netanyahu at War (3), 4-60
New Girlfriend, The (3), 2-32
New Rijksmuseum, The (3), 2-70
Next Big Thing, The (3), 5-73
Ní Aquí, Ní Allá (Neither Here, Nor There) (3), 5-62
Night Has Settled (3), 4-28
Night Manager, The (3.5), 6-55
Night Will Fall (4), 3-31
Nightingale, The (3), 3-31
Nights with Theodore (1), 3-31
Nikkatsu Diamond Guys: Volume 1 (3), 3-46
Nine Lives (1.5), 6-30
Nine to Ninety (3), 1-64
Nino Wrestles the World (3), 1-58
No Control (3), 6-65
No Escape (3), 1-31
No Home Movie (3), 5-36
No Men Beyond This Point (2.5), 6-30
Noma: My Perfect Storm (3), 3-31
Noragami: Complete First Season (3.5), 1-81
Normal Is Over: The Movie (3.5), 4-51
Now You See Me 2 (2), 5-36
Nowhere to Call Home: A Tibetan in Beijing (3.5),
1-64
Nuclear Meltdown Disaster (3.5), 2-71
Nurse Jackie: Season Seven (3), 1-51
Nutcracker, The (2.5), 3-80
Nutrition Starts Here: Smart Eating on a Budget (3),
1-71
Nymphets, The (3), 5-36
Obama at War (3), 1-77
Observance (2), 6-31
Octonauts: 15 Underwater Adventures (3.5), 6-62
Odd Couple: Season One (2.5), 4-44
Odd Squad: The O Games (3), 5-58
Ode to Joy: Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9 (2.5), 6-82
Of Men and War (3.5), 2-59
Oil & Water (3.5), 5-62
Old South (3.5), 2-61
Olympus: Season One (1.5), 1-51
On Guard/Five Day Lover (3.5), 6-44
On the Bride’s Side (3), 4-51
Once Upon a Sign: The New Stone Soup (3), 1-58
Once Upon a Time: Complete Fifth Season (3), 6-55
One Cut, One Life (3.5), 1-31
One Eyed Girl (2), 2-32
One Rogue Reporter (3), 1-31
Only Angels Have Wings (3.5), 4-36
Only Real Game, The (3.5), 1-31
Only Yesterday (3.5), 5-78
Open Season: Scared Silly (2.5), 3-31
Operation Wild (3.5), 1-69
Orange Is the New Black: Season Three (3), 4-45
Orphan Black: Season Four (2.5), 6-55
Othello (3.5), 6-75
Other Side, The (3), 5-36
Other Side of the Door, The (1.5), 5-38
Our Brand Is Crisis (2.5), 2-32
Our Kind of Traitor (2), 5-38
Our Last Tango (3), 6-31
Our Mockingbird (3.5), 6-76
OUTATIME: Saving the DeLorean Time Machine (2.5),
5-38
Outlander: Season One, Volume Two (3.5), 1-51
Outlaw Gangster VIP: The Complete Collection (3),
4-36
Outlaws and Angels (1.5), 6-31
Outsider, The (2), 6-44
Outsiders: Season One (3), 5-54
Overburden (3.5), 1-64
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Oyler (3.5), 6-68
Packed in a Trunk (3.5), 4-63
Pan (1), 1-31
Paolo Gioli: The Complete Filmworks (2.5), 2-46
Papa: Hemingway in Cuba (1.5), 6-31
Paper Towns (2), 1-32
Papirosen (2), 6-32
Paprika (3), 3-46
Paranormal Activity: Ghost Dimension (1), 4-32
Parasyte—Maxim: Collection 1 (3.5), 4-65
Parasyte—Maxim, Collection 2 (3.5), 6-80
Parched (3), 6-32
Paris Belongs to Us (3), 3-46
Pas de Dieux/Soir de Fête (3), 6-83
Passage to Marseilles (3), 2-46
Passenger, The (3.5), 2-80
Passion for Justice (3.5), 3-60
Pat Metheny: The Unity Sessions (3), 1-84
Paths of the Soul (3), 6-32
Paulette (2.5), 3-32
Pauline at the Beach (3), 2-46
Paulo Coelho’s Best Story (2.5), 1-32
Pay the Ghost (1.5), 1-32
Peace After Marriage (2.5), 5-38
Peaky Blinders (3.5), 1-51
Peaky Blinders: Series Two (3), 3-55
Peanut Butter and Jellyfish (3), 1-58
Pearl Button, The (3), 2-32
Pearl S. Buck: A Life, a Legacy (3), 4-63
Pedestal Dining Table (3.5), 2-68
Pelé: Birth of a Legend (3), 6-32
Penny Dreadful: Complete Second Season (3.5), 1-51
People Places Things (2), 1-32
Perfect Day, A (2), 5-38
Perfect Husband, The (1.5), 5-40
Person of Interest: Fifth and Final Season (3), 5-54
Pete Townshend’s Deep End: Face the Face (3.5), 6-83
Pets: Wild at Heart (3), 3-69
Phoenix (3.5), 3-32
Piggy Tales: Complete First Season (1), 2-58
Pioneers of African-American Cinema (4), 5-50
Piper, The (2.5), 2-34
Pitfall (3), 2-46
Place in Heaven, A (3), 4-28
Placebo Effect, The (3), 1-71
Poliuto (3), 6-83
Portrait of a Serial Monogamist (3), 3-32
Power to the Pedals (3), 4-52
Powerful Medicine: Simply Magic (3.5), 1-74
Pray for Death (2.5), 3-47
Presenting Princess Shaw (3), 6-32
Pressure Point (2.5), 3-47
Pretty Slick (3.5), 1-78
Pride and Prejudice and Zombies (2), 3-32
Primary Instinct, The (3), 3-32
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Primeval Television (3), 3-55
Prince (3), 2-34
Princes of the Palace (3), 3-76
Private Violence (3), 1-66
Professor: Tai Chi’s Journey West (3), 5-76
Project Z (2.5), 3-63
Prophet, The (2.5), 2-34
Providence (1), 4-28
PS Dance! (3), 1-68
Pull of Gravity (2), 2-62
Punch Line: Complete Collection (2.5), 6-81
Purple Plain, The (3), 3-47
Puzzled Love (3), 5-40
Quakers: That of God in Everyone (3.5), 2-59
Queen: A Night at the Odeon (3.5), 1-84
Queen of Earth (3), 2-34
Rabin, The Last Day (3.5), 5-74
Race (2.5), 3-34
Racing Extinction (3), 3-34
Radical Evil (3.5), 1-64
Rage Against the Machine (3), 1-84
Raiders! The Story of the Greatest Fan Film Ever Made
(3), 6-33
Rail Wars! Complete Collection (2), 4-66
Rain (3), 3-80
Raising Matty Christian (3.5), 1-80
Raising the Dinosaur Giant (3), 5-66
Rams (3), 6-33
Randolph Caldecott: The Man Who Could Not Stop
Drawing (3), 5-60
Rape of Lucretia, The (3.5), 6-83
Rape on the Night Shift (3.5), 1-69
Ray Donovan: Season Three (3), 2-51
Rebel Citizen (3), 4-64
Rebel Scum (2.5), 2-80
Red Lines (3.5), 1-32
Regarding Susan Sontag (3), 5-77
Reign: Complete Second Season (3), 1-52
Requiem for the American Dream (3), 6-67
Resistance (3), 1-72
Restless (3), 2-52
Resumes, Cover Letters & Portfolios for Ex-Offenders
(3.5), 4-57
Return, The (3), 5-68
Return of a Man Called Horse, The (2.5), 5-50
Returned, The (3), 1-52
Revenant, The (3), 3-34
Rich Kids (3), 5-50
Riddle Story of Devil: The Complete Series (2.5), 2-76
Rights of the Accused in America (3.5), 6-70
Rin-ne: Collection 1 (3), 6-81
Rise and Rise of Bitcoin, The (3), 1-73
Risen (2.5), 3-34
Rising Tides (3), 5-68
River Between Us, A (3.5), 2-64
Road House (3), 6-44
Road Trilogy, The (3.5), 4-37
Rock ‘n Rhythm Collector’s Set (3), 1-84
Rocket’s Red Glare, The (4), 1-60
Roger Waters: The Wall (3), 2-80
Rolling Stones: Totally Stripped (2.5), 5-81
Ron Taylor: Dr. Baseball (3.5), 3-70
Room (4), 3-34
Roots (3.5), 6-55
Roots (4), 4-45
Rotor DR1 (2.5), 1-32
Royal Road, The (2.5), 6-33
Russian Woodpecker, The (3.5), 5-40
Saint: Seasons 1 & 2 (2.5), 1-52
Saints & Strangers (3), 3-56
Salam Neighbor (3), 2-61
Salem’s Lot (3), 6-56
Salt of the Earth (3), 1-44
Samba (2.5), 2-34
Saudi Arabia Uncovered (3), 5-62
Saul (3.5), 6-84
Sausage Party (2), 6-33
Saving Mes Aynak (3), 6-67
Saving Mr. Wu (3), 5-40
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Scandal: Complete Fifth Season (3), 6-56
Scandal in Paris / Lured (3), 6-46
Scaredy Squirrel at Night (3), 2-58
School Violence: You Can Help Prevent It! (3), 4-53
Scorpion: Season One (2.5), 1-52
Scorpions: Forever and a Day (3), 2-81
Sea Fog (3), 6-33
Search for Michael Rockefeller (3), 1-34
Second Mother, The (3.5), 1-34
Secret History of ISIS, The (3.5), 6-78
Secret Life of Marilyn Monroe, The (3), 1-52
Secret Life of Pets, The (2.5), 6-34
Secrets of Noah’s Ark (3), 3-60
Secrets of Saint John Paul, The (3), 5-77
Secrets of War (3), 2-36
Secundaria (2.5), 3-71
See the Keepers: Inside the Zoo (3), 6-70
SelectED (4), 3-64
Sembene! (4), 3-35
Semicolon; The Adventures of Ostomy Girl (3), 3-67
Serial (1.5), 3-47
Seven Songs for a Long Life (3.5), 6-72
Seventh Fire, The (3), 6-34
Sex, Lies and Tabloids! (3), 5-63
Sex, Love & Therapy (1), 3-35
Sex Murder Art (3), 4-37
Sex Temple, The (3), 4-28
Sex Trade, The (3), 4-52
Shallows, The (2.5), 6-34
Shameless: Complete Fifth Season (2.5), 2-52
Shameless: Complete Sixth Season (2.5), 6-56
Shannara Chronicles: Season One (2.5), 5-55
Sharks (3), 1-70
Shaun the Sheep: Season One (3), 2-52
She Wore a Yellow Ribbon (3), 5-50
Sheik, The (3.5), 3-35
Shimmer and Shine (2), 3-58
Shirobako: Collection 1 (2.5), 4-66
Shirobako: Collection 2 (2.5), 6-81
Shoulder the Lion (3.5), 5-72
Show Me a Hero (3.5), 2-52
Showrunners: The Art of Running a TV Show (3), 1-75
Sicario (3), 1-34
Sicilian, The (2), 4-40
Sign with Robert: Deaf Culture (3), 6-70
Silence of Mark Rothko, The (3), 5-73
Silk Stockings (3), 5-52
Simplified Tai Chi for Beginners (3), 2-65
Sinatra: All or Nothing at All (3.5), 2-75
Singing Stream, A (3), 3-63
Single Stream (3), 1-65
Sinister 2 (1.5), 2-36
Sinner in Mecca, A (2.5), 5-40
Sisters: Seasons One & Two (3.5), 1-53
Sites for Your Eyes: Stockholm (3.5), 4-61
Sky Line (3), 5-67
Slash: Raised on the Sunset Strip (3), 3-81
Sleeping With Other People (2), 2-36
Sleepy Hollow: The Complete Second Season (3), 1-53
Social Media Manners (3.5), 1-66
Some Kind of Spark (3), 2-62
Something Better to Come (3.5), 6-68
Somm: Into the Bottle (3.5), 6-74
Son of Saul (4), 3-35
Song of Lahore (3.5), 5-40
Songs From the North (3.5), 2-36
Songs My Brothers Taught Me (3), 6-34
Soul Boys of the Western World (3), 1-85
South Park: Complete Eighteenth Season (2.5), 2-52
South Park: Complete Nineteenth Season (3), 6-56
Southside With You (3), 6-34
Space Men (3), 5-67
Special Effects Collection (3.5), 1-44
Speechless (2), 3-47
Speedy (3), 2-46
Spies (3.5), 3-47
Spotlight (4), 2-36
Spring & Arnaud (3.5), 5-3
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Square, The (3.5), 1-34
Stand Clear of the Closing Doors (3), 4-29
Standing Tall (3), 6-34
Stanford Prison Experiment, The (2.5), 1-34
Star Stuff: Carl Sagan and the Mysteries of the
Cosmos (4), 6-62
Star Trek: Beyond (2.5), 6-36
Starting with Questions (3), 3-67
States of Grace (3.5), 2-64
Stations of the Cross (3.5), 1-35
Steak (R)evolution (3.5), 2-37
Steve Jobs (3.5), 3-35
Steve Jobs (3.5), 2-37
Steven Universe: The Return (3), 5-58
Sticky: A (Self) Love Story (3), 2-66
Still Life at the Penguin Cafe (3), 4-69
Stonewall (2), 2-37
Storm Makers, The (3), 2-61
Story of Cheese, The (3), 1-73
Story of the Last Chrysanthemum, The (3.5), 6-46
Story of Women and Power, The (3), 1-78
Straight Outta Compton (3), 1-35
Strange & Familiar: Architecture on Fogo Island (3),
4-57
Stranger: Immigrants, Scripture and the American
Dream (3), 4-48
Strike Back: Cinemax Season Four (3), 3-56
Styx: Live at the Orleans Arena Las Vegas (2.5), 6-84
Sucker (2.5), 3-36
Suffragette (3), 1-35
Sugar Kisses (3), 3-36
Summer of Sangaile, The (3), 3-36
Summertime (3), 6-36
Sunrise (3), 6-36
Sunshine Superman (3), 2-37
Super Sentai: Gosei Sentai Dairanger—Complete
Series (3), 1-60
Super Sentai—Ninja Sentai Kakuranger (3), 4-48
Supergirl: Complete First Season (2.5), 6-56
Superstore: Season One (2.5), 6-57
Supplements & Safety (3), 5-69
Susan Slept Here (3.5), 5-52
Suspicion (3), 4-40
Swan Lake (3), 3-81
Sweaty Betty (2.5), 2-37
Sweet Bean (3.5), 5-42
Sweet Land of Liberty (3), 4-61
Switzerland (3.5), 1-79
Sworn Virgin (3), 5-42
Tab Hunter Confidential (3), 6-36
Take Me to the River (1.5), 6-36
Take Me to the River (3), 3-36
Taking of Pelham One Two Three, The (3), 5-52
Tale of Tales (2.5), 6-38
Tale of Two Thieves, A (3), 1-35
Tamako Market: Complete Collection (3), 3-78
Tannhäuser (3.5), 3-81
Tap or Die (3), 1-76
Tap World (3), 1-35
Tarr Bela: I Used to Be a Filmmaker (3), 3-72
Taste of Honey, A (3), 6-46
Tatiana (3), 6-84
Taviani Brothers Collection, The (3.5), 3-48
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles: Out of the Shadows
(2), 5-42
Tell Me That You Love Me, Junie Moon (3), 6-46
Ten Ways to Stay Safe on the Internet (3.5), 5-64
Tender (3), 5-64
Terrific (3), 3-58
Thanks for the Memories (3.5), 6-57
That is NOT a Good Idea! (3.5), 2-58
That’s Not Us (3), 3-36
Theeb (3.5), 4-29
Theory of Obscurity (3), 4-69
Therapy for a Vampire (2), 6-38
These Three (3.5), 3-48
This Changed Everything (3), 6-64
This May Be the Last Time (3), 3-72
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Thomas Edison’s Secret Lab (3.5), 6-62
Thomas Jefferson (2), 6-62
Those People (2.5), 5-42
Thule Tuvalu (3), 4-52
Tibetan Warrior (3), 1-80
Tiger, The (3), 6-38
Tiny Seed, The (3), 3-58
To Have and Have Not (3.5), 6-46
Togetherness: Complete First Season (3), 3-56
Tokyo Fiancée (3), 2-37
Tokyo Tribe (2.5), 2-38
Tom and Jerry: Back to Oz (1.5), 5-58
Tonari No Seki-Kun—The Master of Killing Time (3.5),
4-66
Too Late for Tears (3), 4-40
Top Spin (3), 2-38
Torchlighters: The Martin Luther Story (3), 5-61
Toto: Live at Montreux 1991 (2), 6-84
Touch of Zen, A (3.5), 5-52
Touch the Wall (3.5), 1-74
Touched with Fire (2), 3-36
Traders (2), 5-42
Tradition is a Temple (3.5), 6-76
Trans Lives Matter! Justice for Islan Nettles (3), 5-70
Transformers: The Movie (3), 6-47
Transporter Refueled, The (2), 1-36
Trend Beacons (3), 6-74
Trials of Jimmy Rose, The (3), 3-56
Tribe, The (3), 3-38
Tricked (3), 5-43
Trinity Seven (1.5), 6-81
Trip, The (3), 3-48
Trouble with Chicken, The (3), 1-72
Troublemakers: The Story of Land Art (3), 4-29
True Detective: Complete Second Season (2.5), 2-53
Trumbo (3.5), 2-38
Trust, The (2.5), 6-38
Truth (4), 2-38
Tsar’s Bride, The (3.5), 1-85
Tu dors Nicole (3.5), 1-36
Tunnel: Complete First Season (3), 6-57
Turandot (3), 2-81
Turn It Up! (2.5), 3-81
Turned Towards the Sun (3), 2-75
Tut (2), 1-53
Twice Told Tales (2), 2-47
Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt: Season One (3), 3-56
Uncle John (3), 2-38
Under the Dome: Season 3 (2), 2-53
Under the Sun (3), 6-38
Underground: Season One (3), 5-55
Undesirable, The (2.5), 2-47
Unexpected Journey: From Cancer to a Higher Calling
(3), 5-61
Unity: The Latin Tribute to Michael Jackson (3), 2-81
Unleashed! A Dog Dancing Story (3), 2-40
Unprescribed: Prescription for Addiction (3), 5-68
UnREAL: Season 1 (3.5), 2-53
UnSlut (3), 1-65
Up the Wrong Tree (2.5), 4-30
Uranium: Twisting the Dragon’s Tail (3.5), 1-69
Utawarerumono OVA: Complete Collection (1.5), 4-66
Uyghurs: Prisoners of the Absurd (3), 2-71
Valley of Love (3), 3-38
Vampire Legend (3), 3-73
Vaxxed: From Cover-Up to Catastrophe (1), 6-72
Veep: Complete Fourth Season (3), 4-45
Vessel (3.5), 1-66
Vicious: The Complete Second Season (3), 1-53
Victor Frankenstein (2.5), 3-38
Victoria (2), 3-38
Vikings, The (3), 3-48
Viktoria (2.5), 6-39
Vinyl: Complete First Season (2), 5-55
Visit, The (2), 1-36
Voices of Muslim Women from the U.S. South (3),
6-68
Volcanoes & Extreme Landscapes (3), 2-72
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Von Trapp Family: A Life of Music (2), 4-30
Voyeur, The (2.5), 2-48
Wabbit: Season One, Part One (2), 5-60
Waiting in the Summer (2.5), 5-78
Walk, The (2.5), 1-36
Walk On (3), 2-68
Walking Dead: Complete Sixth Season (3), 6-57
Wandering Muse, The (3), 3-72
War, A (3.5), 4-30
War & Peace: Complete Miniseries (3.5), 4-45
War Dogs (2), 6-39
War for Guam (3.5), 1-78
War of Lies (3.5), 3-73
War Room (2), 1-36
Warcraft (1.5), 5-43
Warriors from the North (3), 3-74
Way We Talk, The (3), 4-52
Wayward Pines (3), 2-53
We Are Still Here (3), 1-38
We Are Twisted F***ing Sister! (3), 4-69
We Come As Friends (3.5), 3-38
We Monsters (3), 5-43
We the Parents (3), 3-66
Weather Gone Wild (3.5), 1-70
Wedding Doll, The (3), 5-43
Weiner (3), 5-43
Welcome to Leith (3.5), 3-39
What Happened, Miss Simone? (3.5), 6-39
What Have You Done to Solange? (2), 2-48
What Is Buddhism? (3), 4-48
What Our Fathers Did: A Nazi Legacy (4), 3-39
What’s Going On—Taste Live at the Isle of Wight (3),
1-85
What’s Your Beautiful? (3), 4-52
When Bette Met Mae (3), 3-72
When Justice Isn’t Just (3), 6-70
When Supernatural Battles Became Commonplace
(2.5), 6-81
When They Cry: Complete Collection (3), 3-78
Where’s Poppa? (3), 5-52
Whiskey Tango Foxtrot (3), 4-30
White Panther (3), 3-39
Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? (4), 4-40
Why Do Bullies Bully? (3), 2-62
Why Help? The Story of the Babblers (3.5), 4-56
Wiener-Dog (3), 6-39
Wild in the Streets (2.5), 6-47
Wind at My Door, The (3), 3-60
Wind in the Willows, The (2.5), 2-48
Winding Stream, The (3.5), 5-46
Winning: The Racing Life of Paul Newman (3.5), 1-38
Winter, The (2.5), 3-39
Winter: The Dolphin That Can (2.5), 4-56
Witch, The (3.5), 3-3
Wizard Barristers: Complete Collection (3), 3-78
Wolf Girl & Black Prince (3), 3-78
Women Aren’t Funny (2.5), 3-72
Women He’s Undressed (3), 6-79
Women of ’69, Unboxed (3), 2-61
Wonders, The (3), 3-39
Wondrous Boccaccio (3), 5-46
X-Files: The Event Series (2.5), 5-55
X-Men: Apocalypse (2), 5-46
Xenia (3), 2-40
Y Homeless? (3), 6-68
Yalom’s Cure (3.5), 5-76
Yamishibai—Japanese Ghost Stories (3), 4-66
Year We Thought About Love, The (3), 1-66
Yellow Stars of Tolerance (3.5), 6-77
Yoani’s Trip (3), 5-64
You and Me (2.5), 5-60
You Are (Not) Small (3), 5-60
You Belong to Me (3), 2-63
You Can’t Take It With You (3), 2-48
You’re Killing Me (1), 3-40
Youth (3), 2-40
Zoo: Season One (3), 2-53
Zydeco Crossroads: A Tale of Two Cities (3), 4-69

V I D E O

L I B R A R I A N

Distributor Addresses
Contact information for distributors of titles reviewed in this issue
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Human Relations Media
41 Kensico Dr.
Mt. Kisco, NY 10549
Tel: (800) 431-2050
Web: hrmvideo.com

Weston Woods Studios
90 Old Sherman Tpke.
Danbury, CT 06816
Tel: (800) 243-5020
Web: westonwoods.scholastic.com

Icarus Films
32 Court St., 21st Fl.
Brooklyn, NY 11201
Tel: (800) 876-1710
Web: icarusfilms.com

Women Make Movies
115 West 29th St., Ste. 1200
New York, NY 10001
Tel: (212) 925-0606
Web: wmm.com

Argot Pictures
465 E. 7th St. #6V
Brooklyn, NY 11218
Tel: (646) 732-3725
Web: argotpictures.com

Kino Lorber Edu
333 W. 39th St., Ste. 503
New York, NY 10018
Tel: (800) 562-3330
Web: kinolorberedu.com

Zeitgeist Films
247 Centre St., 2nd Fl.
New York, NY 10013
Tel: (800) 509-0448
Web: zeitgeistfilms.com

Bennett-Watt HD Productions
13021 244th Ave. SE
Issaquah, WA 98027
Tel: (800) 327-2893
Web: bennett-watt.com

Music Box Films
173 N. Morgan St.
Chicago, IL 60607
Tel: (312) 241-1320
Web: musicboxfilms.com

Bullfrog Films
P.O. Box 149
Oley, PA 19547
Tel: (800) 543-3764
Web: bullfrogfilms.com

Naxos of America
1810 Columbia Ave., Ste. 28
Franklin, TN 37064
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Palomino Productions
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Cinema Libre Studio
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Passion River
154 Mt. Bethel Rd.
Warren, NJ 07059
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Documentary Educational Resources
101 Morse St.
Watertown, MA 02472
Tel: (800) 569-6621
Web: der.org

PBS Video
2100 Crystal Dr.
Arlington, VA 22202
Tel: (800) 344-3337
Web: pbs.org

Dreamscape Media
1417 Timberwolf Dr.
Holland, OH 43528
Tel: (877) 983-7326
Web: dreamscapeab.com

PRAGDA
302 Bedford Ave., #136
Brooklyn, NY 11249
Tel: (718) 473-0647
Web: pragda.com

Film Movement
109 West 27th St., Ste. 9B
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Third World Newsreel
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Web: twn.org

First Run Features
630 Ninth Ave., Ste. 1213
New York, NY 10036
Tel: (800) 229-8575
Web: firstrunfeatures.com

Tugg
4210 Spicewood Springs Rd.
Austin, TX 78759
Tel: (855) 321-8844
Web: edu.tugg.com

Grasshopper Film
12 E. 32nd St., 4th Fl.
New York, NY 10016
Tel: (646) 586-3060
Web: grasshopperfilm.com

The Video Project
145 Ninth St., Ste. 102
San Francisco, CA 94103
Tel: (800) 475-2638
Web: videoproject.com

Green Planet Films
P.O. Box 247
Corte Madera, CA 94976
Tel: (415) 377-5471
Web: greenplanetfilms.org

Vision Films
14945 Ventura Blvd., Ste. 306
Sherman Oaks, CA 91403
Tel: (818) 784-1702
Web: visionfilms.net

Guna Foundation
2018 Allston Way
Berkeley, CA 94704
Tel: (510) 809-1543
Web: gunafoundation.org

Vision Video
P.O. Box 540
Worcester, PA 19490
Tel: (800) 523-0226
Web: visionvideo.com
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SCI-FI. NATURE. DRAMA.
With eye-catching DVDs like these, you’re sure to stop traffic for Trekkies, naturalists,
drama enthusiasts, and more. Shop the online PBS Teacher Shop for award-winning
PBS programming and our best savings.

BUILDING STAR TREK
Celebrating 50 years, noted
astronauts, engineers, writers,
innovators, and some of the
series’ stars come together to
reveal how Star Trek inspired a
generation of space exploration,
technological innovation, and
cultural boundary-breaking

FORCES OF NATURE
Combining accessible science
with cutting-edge filmmaking
techniques, this breathtaking
series explores the immense
natural forces of our world,
revealing what makes our
world so vibrant and diverse.

MASTERPIECE:
THE DURRELLS IN CORFU
This warm and funny series
chronicles the adventures of
a quirky English family who
uproot to a gorgeous Greek
island in the 1930s in hopes of
a better life. The Durrells face
a whole new set of challenges
under the sun, including a
growing menagerie at home.

AMERICAN MASTERS: JOHN
JAMES AUDUBON
James Audubon saw more of
the North American continent
than virtually anyone alive. This
special opens a window into life
on the American frontier and
how people regarded nature
in the first decades of the 19th
century.

MASTERPIECE:
POLDARK, SEASON 2
It’s now 1790 and there is
riot and revolution in the air.
Amid losses, triumphs and
shattered relationships, Ross,
Demelza, Elizabeth and Francis
must learn to settle their differences once and for all, but
at what cost?

NATURE:
SUPER HUMMINGBIRDS
With high-speed camerawork
and breakthrough new science,
enter the fast-paced world of
hummingbirds and see them
mate, lay eggs, and raise families
in intimate detail like you’ve
never seen before.

Find these and other great DVDs, plus special savings, at shopPBS.org/teachershop.
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Build a Better Video Collection!
Includes Video Librarian Magazine Plus Online Access to 35,000 DVD/Blu-ray/Digital Reviews

Full Page Ad

Each Video Librarian Plus!
Subscription Includes:

Over 200 critical DVD/Blu-ray/digital
reviews in each bi-monthly issue
Movies • TV • Documentaries
Children’s • Music • Anime
Calendar of upcoming video games
Guide to new movies based on books

Patrons with Netflix subscriptions
will also love Video Librarian’s picks and
pans when adding titles to their queues! Why not
add a second print copy—only $64—for them?
Also available through EBSCO’s Flipster
digital magazine service.

Video Librarian magazine
35,000 DVD/Blu-ray/digital reviews
searchable by title, text, date, star
rating, and more
Exclusive bi-weekly DVD/Blu-ray
selection recommendations
Calendar of upcoming DVD/Blu-ray
releases with linked pre-pub reviews
Searchable database of distributors
Resources and expanded newsbriefs

3435 NE Nine Boulder Dr., Poulsbo, WA 98370
Fax: 360-626-1260 • E-mail: vidlib@videolibrarian.com
Video Librarian Plus! is also available through your subscription agent.
Canadian subscribers: $104; all other foreign subscriptions: $121.

Final Frame

The New Studios
While physical media—books, CDs,
DVDs, Blu-ray discs—continues to be widely
available, the landscape is beginning to
dramatically shift, with the projected big
winner not being digital downloads (the
option to purchase and own a library of
specific titles) but rather digital streaming
(the process of renting access to a library
of ever-changing titles). In the music industry, subscription-based services such as
Spotify, Pandora, and now the new Amazon
Music Unlimited are on the rise, while CD
and iTunes sales continue to drop or have
flattened.
The video world is not only witnessing
the increasing dominance of commercial
streaming services such as Netflix and
Amazon, but also a paradigm-shifting
transformation as both of these media behemoths (and others) continue to expand into
making original productions—essentially
becoming film studios themselves.
A Sony press release announcing the
availability of Todd Solondz’s (Welcome
to the Dollhouse, Happiness) latest film,
Wiener-Dog (see review on page 39), noted
that this Amazon Studios production was

available for digital purchase. Nowhere
was any mention made of a DVD or Bluray release, although it turns out that the
fi lm can be purchased in both formats as
manufactured-on-demand discs. But the
physical media options here are clearly an
unadvertised afterthought.
Amazon, of course, does still have a huge
vested interest in packaged media—the company made its name with its efficient online
ordering of physical media at discounted
prices. But even Amazon is creating original
programming that is not currently being
released on a physical format, including
their multiple-Emmy-winning hit series
Transparent, starring Jeffrey Tambor as a
transgender father.
Netflix, on the other hand, is not involved
in selling physical media. Netfl ix original
productions such as Cary Joji Fukunaga’s
dramatic feature Beasts of No Nation and
Evgeny Afineevsky’s Oscar-nominated documentary Winter on Fire: Ukraine’s Fight for
Freedom are currently not available on DVD
or Blu-ray and no public plans have been
announced for their release.
Netflix recently added their highest profile original documentary production to
date: Ava DuVernay’s (Selma) critically-acclaimed 13th, which offers a timely look
at the issue of racial inequality in the U.S.

prison system. Librarians
on the Videolib listserv are
asking how they can make
this title available to their
patrons. The short answer
is: they cannot in any clearly legal way.
For decades, the major film studios have
first released movies in theaters and then
sold them on home video in a physical
format. Cable giants such as HBO and
Showtime would also premiere new movies and series on their subscription-based
channels and then make them available on
DVD and Blu-ray.
There is no reason to believe that Netflix,
Amazon, and other subscription streaming services will continue to follow this
formula.
While many vendors offer a wide selection of streaming titles to libraries
using tailored digital platforms, these new
studios do not (libraries are probably not
even on their radar). Most major Netfl ix
and Amazon original titles are still being
released on DVD and Blu-ray—and neither
company as yet comes anywhere near the
output of a Hollywood studio—but we
need to keep an eye on this issue and start
thinking about possible solutions.
Randy Pitman

A worldwide distributor of compelling star-hosted Documentaries on subjects
that inspire and make a difference; timely biographical specials on famous
pop-culture icons; and feature films of all genres (animation, action, family).

SINATRA:

TO BE FRANK

In Celebration of his101st Birthday
THEMES/ STUDIES
Biography, Music History
VF-1050 UPC# 881394124622
SRP: $19.95, PPR: $249.00, 81 Min
STREET DATE: 5/19/15
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ACROSS THE ICE:

THREE DAYS
IN AUSCHWITZ
THEMES/ STUDIES
History, Biography

THE GREENLAND VICTORY MARCH

THEMES/ STUDIES
Nature, Adventure
DIRECTED BY: Sebastian Copeland

FEATURING: Philippe Mora, Eric Clapton and
celebrated contemporary artist Mirka Mora

DVD VF-1049 UPC#881394124523
SRP: $19.95, 90 Min
STREET DATE: 10/11/16

VF-1047 UPC# 881394124226
SRP: $14.95, 58 Min
STREET DATE: 9/6/2016
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BOWIE:

THE MAN WHO
CHANGED THE WORLD

THEMES/ STUDIES
Biography, Rock History, Interviews
VF-1048 UPC# 881394124325
SRP: $14.95, 75 Min
STREET DATE: 9/13/16
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Empowering library cardholders with more choice and flexibility, a true
patron-driven experience, hoopla digital is making the future simple by offering
libraries over 500,000 audiobooks, eBooks, comics, video, music, and more.

US: 800.875.2785 Canada: 866.698.2231
library.hoopladigital.com

