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Acclaimed documentary
filmmaker Laura Poitras
was busy working on a film
about surveillance when
the biggest story of the year
literally dropped in her laptop in the form
of an e-mail from a whistleblower going
under the name “Citizenfour,” who claimed
to have proof of widespread government
spying on the American public. Together
with Glenn Greenwald, a journalist for The
Guardian, Poitras met with “Citizenfour”—a
29-year-old soft-spoken man named Edward
Snowden—in a hotel room in Hong Kong for
an intense eight-day interview that began
on June 3, 2013. Snowden, a former CIA
employee who worked as a contractor for
the National Security Agency (NSA), laid out
a blueprint of global surveillance systems
operating under code names such as Stellar
Wind and Tempora, with widespread capabilities of tracking personal cell phone and
Internet traffic. Snowden initially did not
want to appear on camera, arguing that the
story was not about him but rather an effort
to call attention to the large-scale invasion of
privacy and ongoing deception of the American public. On June 5, Greenwald published
the first article about Verizon being forced
by secret court order to daily hand over data;
this was followed by the bombshell that
the NSA had direct access to the servers of
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nine major Internet companies, including
Facebook, Google, Microsoft, and Yahoo.
All of this is now public knowledge, but
what makes the Oscar-winning Citizenfour
such a fascinating documentary is that the
viewer experiences these revelations in
real-time as the trio in the hotel room race
against discovery by the authorities. During
this period there are tense moments (an
unannounced fire alarm drill puts everyone
on edge) and dashes of humor (Snowden
donning a red hood when he works on his
laptop that Greenwald dubs a “magic mantle
of power”), but throughout, Snowden comes
across as a calm, intelligent, and extremely
articulate interviewee—a man who makes a
very compelling case that while Americans
may not be living in a totalitarian state, the
U.S. government now wields such a wide
array of powerful tools that it can no longer
be meaningfully opposed (on the plus side,
Snowden’s revelations unquestionably had
some bearing on Congress’s recent vote to
make key changes to the Patriot Act). Also
featuring comments from earlier whistleblower William Binney and WikiLeaks
founder Julian Assange, Citizenfour bows on
DVD and Blu-ray with two hours of extras,
including a panel discussion with Poitras,
Greenwald, and Snowden (via live video
feed from Russia), moderated by the late
David Carr from the New York Times. Highly
recommended. (R. Pitman)
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New from TDC
“One of the most brilliant comedians of all time”
- LENNY BRUCE
At 100 years old, Professor
Irwin Corey finally reveals the
magic behind his subversive
and sophisticated double-talk.
Aided by his wife and confidant, Fran, and joined by
legendary comedian, political
activist Dick Gregory, Corey
unbuckles his controversial
wisdom of 77 years.
“Corey is a cultural clown, a parody of literacy, a travesty
of all that our civilization holds dear, and one of the funfun
niest grotesques in America. He is Chaplin’s tramp with
a college education” – KENNETtH TYNAN, The New Yorker
$24.98 SRP / UPC# 826262012991 / 83 mins /
English w/English & Italian subtitles / National Release 9/29/15

Britain’s Greatest Aviator in His Own Words
Captain Eric “Winkle” Brown is one of the most accomplished aviators
of the 20th century. He has played a major part in the evolution of flight,
setting records that will never be broken. In A Pilot’s Story, Brown, at
95 years old, tells his story of both war and reconciliation, from his first
flight at age 8 through his capture by the SS to his identification of Heinrich Himmler and beyond. Bonus material includes RAF Gibraltar Today,
Quizzing the Nazis and more.
$14.98 SRP / UPC# 826262013097 / 80 mins + 18 mins bonus / English / National Release: 10/27/15

ALSO
AVA I L A B L E

Whittle: The Jet Pioneer
Now only $14.98
UPC 826262008192

Wings of a Warrior: The Jimmy Doolittle Story
Only $14.98
UPC 826262009694

TDC Entertainment offers a broad range of critically acclaimed films across a wide spectrum of subjects pertinent to today’s world.
shelterisland.net

e n t e rta i n m e n t
A close look at Puerto Rico’s relationship
with the United States
In 1898, the United States invaded and colonized Puerto Rico as part
of the Spanish American War. For 114 years the people of Puerto Rico
have maintained a polarizing debate on the status issue that has
been at the forefront of the island’s political discourse. Puerto Ricans
(American citizens since 1917) constantly ponder the three options of
Statehood, Independence and Commonwealth. The Last Colony takes
a close look at the history as well as the current status of the issue.

“The Last Colony will soon become material required in schools
and colleges, a necessary tool to learn more about and study
our history and our current situation.” – Qiibo for El Vocero
$24.98 SRP / UPC# 826262013196 / 92 mins + bonus / English and Spanish
w/English and Spanish subtitles / National Release: 11/24/15

It Takes Two Grannies to Challenge the System!
Two lovable raging grannies have
a ‘raging’ question: Why do we
need perpetual economic growth?
This is the starting point for their
coast-to-coast journey. The answer
may very well be found on Wall
Street. Two Raging Grannies is
a critically acclaimed film about
lifelong friendship, activism and
political determination. It will make
you laugh, cry and think about the
things most important in life.

“A beautifully shot film that juxtaposes a journey into activism
with a profound meditation on aging” – YES! Magazine
$19.98 SRP / UPC# 826262012892 / 78 mins + 90 mins bonus /
English / National release: 9/15/15

Visit WWW.DISINFO.COM/STORE or order from your favorite source. For Non-Theatrical/Institutional PPR, contact Dan Gurlitz (dan@disinfo.com)
ORDER FROM

Chinese for Children

Video Newsbriefs
Criterion’s September Slate
Includes “A Room with a View”
and “Breaker Morant”

Follow Jade! Learn Chinese
Winner of Mom’s Choice Award!
Learning Mandarin Chinese language
at an early age prepares children to
be global citizen. Fun and easy!
New! Lower price $19.95
V1130 Kindergarten 978-1-88819-447-0
V1131 Go to Market 978-1-88819-448-7

Japanese for Children

Have fun while learning from a real immersion Japanese class for young children. All
basic concepts are covered. 25 min. each
in Japanese.
DVD $19.95 each
V1011 Colors, Shapes, Numbers
978-1-60480-153-8
V1011 Sing and Learn
978-1-60480-154-5

1-800-765-5885

Master-Comm.com
WorldCultureMedia.com
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Criterion’s September slate kicks off
September 15 with Blind Chance (DVD:
$29.95, Blu-ray: $39.95), a provocative
1981 drama from the legendary Krzysztof
Kieslowski centering on a medical student
(Boguslaw Linda) with an uncertain
future in Communist Poland. Coming September 22 are a pair of searing,
award-winning period pieces from acclaimed director Bruce Beresford: 1980’s
Best Screenplay Oscar-nominated Breaker
Morant (DVD: $29.95, Blu-ray: $39.95), an
Australian court-martial drama set during
the Boer War at the turn of the 20th century starring Edward Woodward, Bryan
Brown, and Jack Thompson; and 1990’s
Mister Johnson (DVD: $29.95, Blu-ray:
$39.95), with Maynard Eziashi as a Nigerian villager eager to work as a civil servant
for the British authorities—including a
sympathetic district officer (Pierce Brosnan)—in hopes that it will benefit him
in the future. Also arriving September
22 is Wes Anderson’s 2012 hit Moonrise
Kingdom (DVD: 2 discs, $29.95; Blu-ray:
$39.95), centering on a couple of preteen
lovebirds who run away from home,
which features a star-studded cast that
includes Bruce Willis, Edward Norton,
Bill Murray, Frances McDormand, and
Tilda Swinton. Slated for September 29 is
Leonard Kastle’s 1969 brutal cult classic
The Honeymoon Killers (DVD: $29.95, Bluray: $39.95), following a lonely overweight
woman (Shirley Stoler) who thinks she
finds love with a partner in crime (Tony
Lo Bianco). Also bowing September 29 is a
new edition of the Merchant-Ivory team’s
greatest hit, 1986’s A Room with a View
(DVD: 2 discs, $29.95; Blu-ray: $39.95),
an Oscar-winning romantic adaptation
of E.M. Forster’s classic novel, featuring a
stellar cast that includes Helena Bonham
Carter, Daniel Day-Lewis, Judi Dench, and
Maggie Smith.

Ken Burns’s “The Civil War”
Debuts on Blu-ray from PBS on
October 13
PBS Distribution has announced the
upcoming release of The Civil War: 25th
Commemorative Edition (DVD: 6 discs,
$99.99; Blu-ray: 6 discs, $129.99), arriving October 13. Fully restored to achieve
the highest definition for optimal picture quality, the release coincides with
the 25th anniversary of the original
broadcast, as well as the 150th anniver-
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sary of Abraham
Lincoln’s assassination. Directed
by Ken Burns, The
Civil War attracted an audience of
38.9 million viewers during its premiere in September 1990, setting
a record for the highest-rated PBS series
broadcast (which still stands today).
Honored with more than 40 major
film and television awards—including Emmy, Grammy, People’s Choice,
and Peabody awards, and the Lincoln
Prize—the series set the standard for
historical documentaries. Narrated by
David McCullough and featuring the
voices of Sam Waterston, Julie Harris,
Morgan Freeman, Arthur Miller, Colleen
Dewhurst, Kurt Vonnegut, Jeremy Irons,
and others, bonus features include a retrospective featurette, and an uncut and
remastered interview with author and
Civil War historian Shelby Foote.

“The Collected Works of Hayao
Miyazaki” Exclusive Blu-ray
Set from Amazon.com on
November 17
The majestic works of one of the most
celebrated filmmakers in the history of
animated cinema are compiled in The
Collected Works of Hayao Miyazaki (Bluray: 12 discs, $249.99), slated for release
on November 17 as an Amazon.com exclusive. The set includes Lupin the Third:
The Castle of Cagliostro (1979), Nausicaä
of the Valley of the Wind (1984), Castle in
the Sky (1986), My Neighbor Totoro (1988),
Kiki’s Delivery Service (1989), Porco Rosso
(1992), Princess Mononoke (1997), Spirited
Away (2001), Howl’s Moving Castle (2004),
Ponyo (2008), and The Wind Rises (2013).
Bonus features include the 1972 pilot
“Yuki no Taiyo (Yuki’s Sun),” based on
an original manga by Tetsuya Chiba and
directed by Miyazaki; three episodes of
the 1972 anime series “Akado Suzunosuke (Little Samurai),” with storyboarding and more by Miyazaki; an uncut
version of Miyazaki’s retirement press
conference; and a collector’s edition
book featuring “The Great Dichotomy:
Looking at the Works of Hayao Miyazaki” by Tomohiro Machiyama—which
explores the themes and techniques of
the revered filmmaker—and selected
text from Miyazaki’s initial notes and
creative proposals for the production
of each film.
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The PBS Video Collection: Second Edition
from Alexander Street assembles 550 of the
most valuable documentary films throughout
PBS history into one convenient streaming
database for libraries.
Now you can offer patrons their favorite PBS programs, such as
American Experience, American Masters, Empires, Frontline,
History Detectives, NOVA, Odyssey, and the films of Ken
Burns, Michael Wood, and more.
Specific titles include:
• Frontline: The Trouble with Antibiotics
• The Fidel Castro Tapes
• American Experience: Silicon Valley
• League of Denial: The NFL’s Concussion Crisis
• The Black Atlantic: 1500-1800 (from Emmy
award winning series, The African Americans)
• 10 Buildings that Changed America
• NOVA: Rise of the Hackers
• The Rise of ISIS
• Shakespeare Uncovered:
Henry IV & Henry V with Jeremy Irons
• Makers: Women Who Make America
• Frontline: The Education of Michelle Rhee
• The Central Park Five (multi-award winning
Ken Burns documentary)

request a

free
trial

Topics span many subject areas including History, Literature,
Performing Arts, Sociology, Psychology, Business, Political
Science, and more. So, you’ll experience immediate usage
across many patron types, allowing your library to show a
positive return on investment.

alexanderstreet.com/VL-PBS

Books Into Movies
The
followingfilms
films
based
on books
are
The following
based
on books
are slated
slated
toduring
open during
September
and October.
to
open
September
and October.
Movie
Movie release dates are subject to change.
release dates are subject to change.

Coming in September
Wolf Totem (Sept. 11) is
French director Jean-Jacques
Annaud’s adaptation of the
semi-autobiographical 2004
novel by Lü Jiamin about
his student experiences in
Mongolia during the Chinese
Cultural Revolution, starring
Shaofeng Feng.
Black Mass (Sept. 18) is
based on Dick Lehr and Gerard O’Neill’s titular 2000
book. Directed by Scott Cooper, the biographical drama
about notorious criminal
Whitey Bulger (Johnny Depp)
also stars Joel Edgerton, Benedict Cumberbatch, Dakota
Johnson, and Kevin Bacon.
Captive (Sept. 18), an adaptation of Ashley Smith’s 2005
nonfiction crime-drama book
Unlikely Angel, is directed by
Jerry Jameson, and stars Kate
Mara, David Oyelowo, Mimi
Rogers, and Michael Kenneth
Williams.
Everest (Sept. 18) is based
on the real-life 1996 events
chronicled in Jon Krakauer’s
1997 bestselling book Into
Thin Air. Directed by Baltasar
Kormákur, the film stars Jake
Gyllenhaal, Jason Clarke,
Josh Brolin, Robin Wright,
and Keira Knightley.
The Maze Runner: Scorch
Trials (Sept. 18) is based on
James Dashner’s 2010 second
book in his YA post-apocalyptic sci-fi trilogy. Directed by
Wes Ball, the film brings back
stars Dylan O’Brien, Thomas
Brodie-Sangster, Kaya Scodelario, and Patricia Clarkson.
Prophet’s Prey (Sept. 18), a
documentary by Amy J. Berg,
is based on the 2011 book
Prophet’s Prey: My Seven-Year
Investigation Into Warren Jeffs
and the Fundamentalist Church
of Latter-Day Saints by Sam
Brower.
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Coming in October

Goosebumps (Oct.
16) is based on YA horror author R.L. Stine’s
1990s novella series.
Directed by Rob Letterman, the comic fantasy
film stars Dylan Minnette, Odeya Rush, and
Amy Ryan, with Jack
Black as Stine.

The Martian (Oct.
2) is based on the 2011
sci-fi debut novel by
Andy Weir. A harrowing tale of an astronaut
stranded on Mars, this
adaptation is directed
by R idley Scott and
stars Matt Damon, Jessica Chastain, and Kristen Wiig.

Looking Ahead

Big Stone Gap (Oct.
9) is adapted from the
2000 bestselling novel
by Adriana Trigiani,
who also directs. Set
in a small-town Virginia community, this
romantic comedy stars
Ashley Judd, Patrick
Wilson, Whoopi Goldberg, and Anthony LaPaglia.

Coming in November
is The Secret in Their
Eyes, director Billy Ray’s
adaption of Eduardo
Sacheri’s 2005 novel La
pregunta de sus ojos (The
Question in Their Eyes).
A Hollywood remake of
the 2009 Spanish Oscarwinner, the film stars Chiwetel Ejiofor,
Nicole Kidman, and Julia Roberts.

Pan (Oct. 9) is director Joe Wright’s take on
J.M. Barrie’s classic early
20th-century works
centering on the character of Peter Pan. The
film stars Hugh Jackman, Garrett Hedlund,
Rooney Mara, Amanda
Seyfried, and Levi Miller as Peter Pan.

Also slated for November is The Hunger
Games: Mockingjay,
Part 2, based on the
2 010 t h i r d a n d f i nal book in Suzanne
Collins’s YA sci-fi trilogy. Directed by Francis
Lawrence, this last installment of the post-apocalyptic thriller
stars Jennifer Lawrence, Josh Hutcherson,
Liam Hemsworth, Woody Harrelson, and
Elizabeth Banks.

Steve Jobs (Oct. 9) is
based on Walter Isaacson’s 2011 authorized
biography of the titular
Apple inventor and entrepreneur. Directed by
Danny Boyle, the film
stars Kate Winslet, Seth
Rogen, Jeff Daniels, and
Michael Fassbender as Jobs.
The Walk (Oct. 9) is
based on French highwire artist Philippe Petit’s 2002 book about
his aerial walk between
the Twin Towers. Directed by Robert Zemeckis, the film stars Joseph Gordon-Levitt
as Petit.
Beasts of No Nation
(Oct. 16, in limited release) is based on the
2005 novel by Uzodinma Iweala. Directed by
Cary Fukunaga, the
West African civil war
drama stars Idris Elba.
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Arriving in December is In the Heart of
the Sea, adapted from
Nathaniel Philbrick’s
20 0 0 National Book
Award-winning nonfiction book about a
19th-century whaling
incident that inspired
Herman Melville’s Moby Dick. Directed
by Ron Howard, the film stars Chris
Hemsworth, Cillian Murphy, and Ben
Whishaw.
Also slated for December is Snowden,
based on the books The
Snowden Files (2014) by
Luke Harding and Time
of the Octopus (2015,
in Russia) by Anatoly
Kucherena. Directed by
Oliver Stone, the film
stars Shailene Woodley, Melissa Leo, and
Joseph Gordon-Levitt as whistleblower
Edward Snowden.
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LEARN TO WRITE FROM
THE BEST!

Also
available on
Audiobook!

“A new master class from...
one of the 20th Century’s
100 Masters of Crime!” — The Times
Following the successful film Put Your Heart on the
Page: An Introduction to Writing comes the second
in the series. Put Your Heart on the Page: Plotting to
Enrich Your Back Story aims at helping the aspiring
writer navigate the complex world of adding
plots within their story so that it carefully reveals
certain information needed to build storylines and
characters.
DVD
9781681415123 ......$28.99
$28.99

“First Rate.” — New York Times
Available at

dreamscapeab.com

DVD
5060051333415......$28.99
5060051333415
$28.99

hoopla

Hot Topics, Intriguing People, NEW DOCUMENTARIES
These powerful features follow the plight of
the proud Lakota Nation. Viewers will come to
understand reservations and the toll they have
taken, both personally and culturally, on a traditional
way of life.

Also available:

★★★ ½

— Video Librarian

A top 10 video
on hoopla

★★★ ½

— Video Librarian

857063005097... $19.99 857063005165.... $24.99 857063005042.... $18.99

Available at

dreamscapeab.com

Buffalo Nation

Russell Means
Lakota Warrior

0857063005370...... $24.99

0857063005387......$19.99

hoopla

Mixed Media
Mixed Media features new release
information on upcoming video
games and TV series on DVD/Blu-ray,
as well as notable older titles that are
re-priced or new to DVD/Blu-ray.

Video Games
Note: Entertainment Software Ratings
Board (ESRB) ratings for video games are: E
(Everyone), E10+ (Everyone 10+), T (Teen),
M (Mature), and RP (Rating Pending).
Some titles are not rated until just prior
to release date.

Available Now
Gears of War: Ultimate Edition (Microsoft, XOne: $39.99, Rated: M). This 2006
third-person shooter, which launched one
of the most celebrated video game franchises, has been remastered in high-def,
and features new content, including five
exclusive campaign chapters.
Rare Replay (Microsoft, XOne: $29.99, Rated:
E-M). In celebration of its
30th anniversary, Rare
has released a 30-game
decades-spanning compilation that features iconic
characters in games including Perfect Dark, Conker’s Bad Fur Day,
Battletoads, Kameo, and Viva Piñata.

August 30—September 5
Disney Infinity 3.0 (Disney Interactive,
PS3/PS4/WiiU/X360/XOne: $64.99, Rated:
E10+). In this latest iteration of the thirdperson action-adventure toys-to-life game,
players use Star Wars figures to initiate
storylines in the virtual game worlds of
some of Disney’s most popular franchises,
including Pixar’s Inside Out.
Mad Max (Warner, PS4/XOne: $59.99,
Rated: M). In this third-person action-adventure game, players step into the dusty
boots of Mad Max, a lone warrior who must
embark on a dangerous journey after his
Interceptor is stolen by a deadly gang of
marauders.
M e t a l G e a r S ol id
V: The Phantom Pain
(Konami, PS3/PS4/X360/
XOne: $49.99-$59.99, Rated: M). In the latest thirdperson action-stealth
entry from this popular
long-running series, players control Snake,
a one-eyed man with a prosthetic arm who
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embarks on a rescue mission in war-torn
Afghanistan, circa 1984.

the SuperChargers, assembled to pilot a
fleet of incredible vehicles.

September 6—September 12

September 27—October 3

Super Mario Maker
(Nintendo, WiiU: $59.99,
Rated: E). This third-person platformer featuring
the iconic plumber lets
players create their own
Super Mario levels, as well
as enjoy levels made by
other players from around the world.

LEGO Dimensions (Warner, PS3/PS4/
WiiU/X360/XOne: $99.99, Rated: E10+).
In this third-person action-adventure
toys-to-life game, the interactive figures
of Batman, Gandalf, and Wyldstyle jump
into a mysterious vortex and suddenly find
themselves fighting to save all of LEGO
humanity.

Tearaway Unfolded (Sony, PS4: $39.99,
Rated: E). In this third-person platformadventure game—an expanded retelling of
the BAFTA award-winning Tearaway—players control Atoi the Messenger, who is on a
unique mission.

September 13—September 19
Forza Motorsport 6 (Microsoft, XOne:
$59.99, Rated: E). The latest entry in this
popular racing simulator series features
26 world-famous locales (along with wet
weather and night racing), and over 450
cars.
NHL 16 (EA, PS4/XOne: $59.99, Rated:
E10+). The latest installment of this popular hockey simulation franchise delivers
new ways to compete as a team, as well as
new features for the single-player modes,
as players skate towards the Stanley Cup
championship.
Pro Evolution Soccer 2016 (Konami, PS3/
PS4/X360/XOne: $49.99$59.99, Rated: RP). This
latest addition to the
soccer simulation series
features an advanced collision system, enhanced aerial strength,
and more finely-tuned defense play.

September 20—September 26
FIFA 16 (EA, PS3/PS4/X360/XOne:
$59.99, Rated: E). The newest entry in the
popular soccer simulation franchise brings
new innovations to help deliver a balanced,
authentic, and exciting soccer experience,
while also adding the option to compete
against 12 top-ranked Women’s National
Teams.
Skylanders Superchargers (Activision, PS3/PS4/WiiU/X360/XOne: $74.99,
Rated: RP). This third-person toys-to-life
adventure game in the hit series features
a special team of interactive figures called
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NBA 2K16 (2K, PS3/PS4/X360/XOne:
$59.99, Rated: E10+). This latest entry in
the acclaimed basketball simulation series
features life-like graphics and ultra-realistic
NBA gameplay.
NBA Live 16 (EA, PS4/
XOne: $59.99, Rated: RP).
The newest iteration of
this long-running basketball simulation franchise
takes customization to
another level, allowing
players to put themselves in the action
with an easy-to-use HD face scanning
app.
Tony Hawk’s Pro Skater 5 (Activision,
PS4/XOne: $59.99, Rated: RP). This return
of the classic skateboarding franchise offers
a fresh take on combo-driven skateboarding, and features a state-of-the-art skatepark builder.

October 4—October 10
Rock Band 4 (Harmonix, PS4/XOne: $129.99,
Rated: RP). Designed for
current-generation gaming consoles, this latest
entry in the popular music series features over
60 songs for players to perform using a
wireless guitar controller (Rock Band 4 is
also available in a full set that includes
drums and a mic, along with a guitar, for
$249.99).
Transformers Devastation (Activision,
PS3/PS4/X360/XOne: $49.99, Rated: RP).
Marrying over-the-top stylish action with
a major dose of nostalgia, this third-person
action game features cel-shaded visuals,
and voice talent from the original 1980s
TV series.
Uncharted: The Nathan Drake Collection (Naughty Dog, PS4: $59.99, Rated:
RP). In this compilation of the first three
third-person adventure games in the ac-
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NEW RELEASES FROM EDU.TUGG.COM

Public Library & K-12
Purchase: $200
College Purchase: $395

Public Library & K-12
Purchase: $200
College Purchase: $350

Public Library & K-12
Purchase: $95
College Purchase: $375

DVD & Blu-ray 87min.

DVD 40min.

DVD 78min.

An insightful, eye-opening, and moving documentary exploring in rich
detail the remarkable story behind
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claimed series, players step into the role
of Nathan Drake, who embarks on a perilous journey around the globe, meeting
an unforgettable cast of characters while
fighting ruthless enemies as he searches
for treasure.

October 11—October 17
Dragon Quest Heroes:
The World Tree’s Woe
and the Blight Below
(Square Enix, PS4: $59.99,
Rated: T). In this thirdperson action-RPG, players can choose to be hero
Luceus or heroine Aurora,
who must contend with the effects of a
dark shockwave that sweeps through the
city of Arba, driving monsters that once
lived alongside the people in peace into a
frenzied rage.
The Talos Principle (Devolver, PS4:
$49.99, Rated: E10+). In this philosophical first-person puzzle game, players find
themselves in a strange, contradictory
world of ancient ruins and advanced technology.
Tom Clancy’s Rainbow Six: Siege (UbiSoft,
PS4/XOne: $59.99, Rated:
M). In this new first-person shooter from the
popular franchise, players
choose from a variety of
unique Counter-Terrorist
Operators, mastering their abilities as they
lead a team through tense and thrilling
combat.
Yoshi’s Woolly World (Nintendo, WiiU:
$59.99, Rated: E). In this action-platformer
game, players embark on a new Yoshi adventure in a world made from yarn, cloth,
and textiles, exploring environments by
using yarn to weave wool patterns and
warp pipes to reach new areas.

October 18—October 24
Adventure Time: Finn & Jake Investigations (Little Orbit, PS3/PS4/WiiU/
X360/XOne: $39.99-$49.99, Rated: E10+).
Confronted with strange events in the
Land of Ooo, players embark on an investigative journey in this third-person actionadventure game—interviewing colorful
Ooo inhabitants, dispatching evildoers in
fast-paced combat, solving mind-bending
puzzles, and exploring secret and familiar
locations.
Assassin’s Creed Syndicate (UbiSoft,
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PS4/XOne: $59.99, Rated:
RP). Set in London, circa
1868, at a time when the
Industrial Revolution fattens the purses of the
privileged while the working class struggles to survive, this latest entry in the long-running
action series lets players choose between
assassins Jacob or his twin sister, Evie, who
rally to the defense of the oppressed while
also rising to lead the world’s first organized
crime family.
Guitar Hero Live (Activision, PS3/PS4/
WiiU/X360/XOne: $99.99, Rated: T). With
this reinvention of the classic Guitar Hero
franchise, players can choose between two
different modes: GH Live, which puts the
player onstage, looking out; and GHTV, a
music video network, where players can
play along in real time.
Just Dance 2016 (UbiSoft, PS3/PS4/Wii/
WiiU/X360/XOne: $39.99-$49.99, Rated:
RP). In this latest version of the popular
dance game franchise, players will be able
to dance to over 40 new songs, including
“Uptown Funk” by Mark Ronson (featuring
Bruno Mars) and “All About That Bass” by
Meghan Trainor.
Tales of Zestria (Bandai Namco, PS3/
PS4: $49.99-$59.99, Rated: T). Set in a
fantasy world filled with magic, knights,
and dragons, the latest Tales third-person
action-RPG puts players in the role of Sorey,
an inquisitive young adventurer who holds
the fate of the realm in his hands.

October 25—October 31
Divinity: Original Sin—Enhanced
Edition (Maximum Games, PS4/XOne:
$59.99, Rated: RP). With over 150 Game
of the Year nominations and awards, this
critically acclaimed third-person fantasy
RPG makes its console debut with new and
enhanced content as players control the
members of an organization dedicated to
eradicating a dangerous magic.
Halo 5: Guardians
(Microsoft, XOne: $59.99,
Rated: T). In the latest entry in Microsoft’s flagship
series, players step into
the boots of Master Chief
and Spartan Locke in a
team-based epic spanning
three worlds, as a mysterious and unstoppable force threatens the galaxy.
WWE 2K16 (2K, PS3/PS4/X360/XOne:
$59.99, Rated: T). This latest entry in the
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popular WWE wrestling franchise features
visual and audio improvements, as well as
new game modes.

TV on DVD/Blu-ray
Available Now
Atlantis: Season Two,
Part Two (BBC, DVD: 2
discs, $19.98; Blu-ray: 2
discs, $24.98). Jack Donnelly, Mark Addy, Robert
Emms, and Aiysha Hart
return in this second
compilation of episodes
from the 2014-15 sophomore season of the
BBC-aired fantasy-adventure series.
The Blacklist: The Complete Second
Season (Sony, DVD: 5 discs, $65.99; Blu-ray:
5 discs, $75.99). Ex-agent turned fugitive
Red Reddington (James Spader) now works
with the FBI in this 2014-15 second season
of the crime drama series.
Grey’s Anatomy: Complete Eleventh
Season (Buena Vista, DVD: 6 discs, $45.99).
Staggering secrets are revealed in this 201415 11th season of the hospital drama series
starring Ellen Pompeo, Patrick Dempsey,
Sara Ramirez, Jessica Capshaw, and Geena
Davis.
How to Get Away with
Murder: The Complete
First Season (Buena Vista,
DVD: 4 discs, $39.99). Law
professor Annalise Keating (Viola Davis) is embroiled in a murder plot
with her students in this
2014-15 first season of the Philadelphia-set
series produced by Shonda Rhimes.
Looking: The Complete Second Season
(HBO, DVD: $29.98, Blu-ray: $39.98). Three
gay friends (Jonathan Groff, Frankie J.
Alvarez, and Murray Bartlett) navigate life
in San Francisco in this 2015 second and
final season.
Once Upon a Time: The Complete
Fourth Season (Buena Vista, DVD: 5 discs,
$45.99; Blu-ray: 5 discs, $79.99). An enigmatic Snow Queen (Elizabeth Mitchell),
Robin Hood (Sean Maguire), and Hook
(Colin O’Donoghue) all play major parts in
this 2014-15 fourth season of the fairy-tale
drama series.
Rookie Blue: Season Five, Volume One
(Entertainment One, DVD: 3 discs, $39.99).
This first volume of episodes from the 2014
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fifth season of the Canadian series starring
Missy Peregrym, Gregory Smith, and Ben
Bass continues to follow officers at 15 Division in Toronto.
Scandal: The Complete Fourth Season
(Buena Vista, DVD: 5 discs, $45.99). D.C.
political fixer Olivia Pope (Kerry Washington) has her hands full after a shocking
re-election in this 2014-15 fourth season of
the drama that features guest appearances
by Courtney B. Vance, Jimmy Kimmel,
Portia de Rossi, and Lena Dunham.

September 1
Black Jesus: Season
One (Warner, DVD: 2
discs, $24.98). Set in
Compton, this Adult
Swim-aired live-action
comedy follows a neighborhood Jesus (Gerald
“Slink” Johnson) as he
spreads his message.
Castle: The Complete Seventh Season (Buena Vista, DVD: 5 discs, $45.99).
Mystery writer Castle (Nathan Fillion)
and homicide detective Beckett (Stana
Katic) may finally find nuptial bliss in this
2014-15 seventh season of the procedural
dramedy series.
Chicago Fire: Season Three (Universal,
DVD: 6 discs, $44.98). This 2014-15 third
season of the firefighting series set in the
Windy City stars Jesse Spencer, Taylor
Kinney, and Eamonn Walker. Also newly
available is Chicago P.D.: Season Two
(DVD: 6 discs, $44.98).
Detectorists (Acorn,
DVD: 2 discs, $39.99).
Aired on BBC Four, this
2014 dramedy series focusing on friends in a
metal detectors club stars
Mackenzie Crook, Toby
Jones, and Lucy Benjamin.
Hawaii Five-0: The Fifth Season (Paramount, DVD: 6 discs, $55.98). In the
2014-15 fifth season of this tropical police
procedural reboot series, McGarrett (Alex
O’Loughlin) attempts to find peace in the
wake of situations involving his parents.
The League: The Complete Season
Six (Fox, DVD: 2 discs, $29.98). Fantasy
football friends continue their escapades
in this 2014 sixth season of the FX-aired
comedy, with guest appearances by Seattle Seahawks star Marshawn Lynch and
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NFL Network broadcaster Rich Eisen.
Madam Secretar y:
Season 1 (Paramount,
DVD: 6 discs, $64.99). Dr.
Elizabeth McCord (Téa
Leoni) is the new Secretary of State in this debut
season of the political
thriller series executive
produced by Morgan Freeman and costarring Tim Daly and Bebe Neuwirth.
Nashville: The Complete Third Season (Buena Vista, DVD: 5 discs, $45.99).
Country music divas (Connie Britton
and Hayden Panettiere) butt heads in this
2014-15 third season that features guest appearances by Sara Evans, Trisha Yearwood,
Carrie Underwood, and Mario Lopez.
New Girl: The Complete Fourth Season (Fox, DVD: 3 discs, $29.95). Wacky
teacher Jess (Zooey Deschanel) and pals
enjoy L.A. escapades in this 2014-15 fourth
season that includes guest appearances by
Jessica Biel, Lisa Bonet, and Regis Philbin.
The Originals: The
Complete Second Season (Warner, DVD: 5
discs, $59.98; Blu-ray:
3 discs, $60.99). Set in
New Orleans, this 201415 sophomore season of
The Vampire Diaries supernatural spin-off series stars Joseph Morgan,
Daniel Gillies, and Claire Holt.
Scorpion: Season One (Paramount,
DVD: 6 discs, $64.99; Blu-ray: 5 discs,
$76.99). A group of genius nonconformists
band together to solve global issues in this
2014-15 first season starring Elyes Gabel
and Katharine McPhee.
The Vampire Diaries: The Complete
Sixth Season (Warner, DVD: 5 discs,
$59.98; Blu-ray: 4 discs, $60.99). This 201415 sixth season of the fantasy drama based
on LJ Smith’s novels stars Nina Dobrev,
Paul Wesley, and Ian Somerhalder.

September 8
Blue Bloods: The Fifth Season (Paramount, DVD: 6 discs, $55.98). Donnie
Wahlberg, Bridget Moynahan, and Tom
Selleck star in this 2014-15 fifth season
of the NYC-set series following a family
whose members all work for the police
force.
Brooklyn Nine-Nine: Season Two
(Universal, DVD: 3 discs, $44.98). The
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wacky detectives of the titular precinct
are back in this 2014-15 sophomore season
that features guest appearances by Kyra
Sedgwick, Eva Longoria, Ed Helms, and
Craig Robinson.
The Goldbergs: The Complete Second
Season (Sony, DVD: 3 discs, $45.99). A
1980s Pennsylvania family’s escapades
are the centerpiece of this 2014-15 second
season starring Jeff Garlin, Wendi McLendon-Covey, and George Segal.
Gotham: The Complete First Season (Warner, DVD: 6 discs, $59.98;
Blu-ray: 4 discs, $60.99). A
live-action spin-off from
the popular DC Comics
series following the adventures of Batman, this
2014-15 first season of the action-packed
crime drama series stars Ben McKenzie,
Donal Logue, and Jada Pinkett Smith.
Haven: Season 5, Vol. 1 (Entertainment
One, DVD: 4 discs, $39.98; Blu-ray: 4 discs,
$49.98). A small Maine town holds many
supernatural secrets in this first volume
of episodes from the 2014-15 fifth season
of the drama series based on a novel by
Stephen King, starring Emily Rose and
Lucas Bryant.
Hill Street Blues: Season Six (Shout!
Factory, DVD: 5 discs, $34.99). A Greenwich Village police squad is the setting of
this 1985-86 penultimate sixth season of
the popular cop drama starring Daniel J.
Travanti, Veronica Hamel, Betty Thomas,
and Michael Warren.
Homeland: The Complete Fourth Season (Fox,
DVD: 4 discs, $39.98;
Blu-ray: 3 discs, $49.99).
CIA officer Carrie Mathison (Claire Danes in an
Emmy, Golden Globe,
and Screen Actors Guild
award-winning role) spends some time in
Afghanistan in this 2014 fourth season of
the political thriller series.
Mr. Belvedere: Season Four (Shout! Factory, DVD: 3 discs, $29.99). This 1987-88
fourth season of the sitcom spotlighting
the hijinks of Owens family butler Mr.
Belvedere (Christopher Hewett) features
guest appearances by Robert Goulet and
Emily Schulman.
Supernatural: The Complete Tenth
Season (Warner, DVD: 6 discs, $59.98;
Blu-ray: 4 discs, $60.99). The brothers Win-
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A SINNER IN MECCA
Filming in Saudi Arabia is forbidden
and being gay is punishable by death.
So, how does a gay Islamic filmmaker obey the religious requirement of
a once-in-a-lifetime pilgrimage to
Mecca? At tremendous personal risk,
Parvez Sharma takes us inside the Hajj,
an unbelievably large and extensive
religious gathering in the holiest city
in the Middle East. A Sinner in Mecca
streams with imagery both inspiring
and bizarre as Sharma struggles to
find his place in a faith that’s rejected
him, and escape his own inner demons
through the wisdom of Mohammed.
AvAilAble September 15!

“Wrenching…gritty…surreal
and transcendent; visceral and
Abstract…a true act of courage
and hope.” -The Hollywood Reporter
Without PPR $149 • With PPR $349 • DSL Streaming $499 • Single-year streaming $150

For further information, please go to kinolorberedu.com,
email edu@kinolorber.com, or call (212) 629 6880

chester (Jared Padalecki and Jensen Ackles)
go down a dangerous path in this 2014-15
10th season of the fantasy horror series.
Vicious: The Complete Second Season
(PBS, DVD: $29.99). An elderly Covent
Garden couple (Ian McKellen and Derek
Jacobi) butt heads in this 2015 second
series of episodes from the ITV comedy,
also featuring Celia Imrie, Luke Treadaway,
and Georgia King.

September 15
Aquarius: The Complete First Season
(Anchor Bay, DVD: 4 discs, $49.98; Blu-ray:
4 discs, $59.99). David Duchovny stars as a
detective in this 2015 first season of the Los
Angeles-based ‘60s-set crime drama.
The Big Bang Theory: The Complete
Eighth Season (Warner, DVD: 3 discs,
$44.98; Blu-ray: 2 discs, $49.99). The
smarty-pants Caltech pals are back in this
2014-15 eighth season that includes guest
appearances by Billy Bob Thornton, LeVar
Burton, and Nathan Fillion.
Black-ish: The Complete First Season (Buena
Vista [www.amazon.com
exclusive], DVD: $29.99).
A nt h o n y A n d e r s o n ,
Tracee Ellis Ross, and
Laurence Fishburne star
in this first season of the
upper-middle-class family sitcom.
The Bold Ones: The Protectors—The
Complete Series (Shout! Factory, DVD: 2
discs, $34.99). Deputy Police Chief Sam
Danforth (Leslie Nielsen) comes into
conflict with District Attorney William
Washburn (Hari Rhodes) in this 1969-70
addition to the rotating format series.
CSI: The Final Season (Paramount,
DVD: 5 discs, $55.98). The long-running
crime scene investigation series comes to
a close with this 2014-15 15th and final
season, starring Ted Danson, Elisabeth
Shue, George Eads, and Jorja Fox. Also
newly available is CSI: Cyber—The First
Season (DVD: 4 discs, $55.98).
Empire: The Complete First Season (Fox,
DVD: 4 discs, $39.98;
Blu-ray: 3 discs, $49.99).
The 2015 debut season
of the smash musical
drama series stars Terrence Howard, Taraji P.
Henson, Malik Yoba, and Gabourey
Sidibe, with guest stars including Gladys

V I D E O

L I B R A R I A N

Knight, Snoop Dogg, and Patti LaBelle.
Jinx: The Life and Deaths of Robert
Durst (HBO, DVD: 2 discs, $19.98; Bluray: 2 discs, $24.98). Directed by Andrew
Jarecki, this 2015 HBO-aired documentary
miniseries centers on real estate developer
and alleged murderer Robert Durst.
Happy Valley (BBC,
DVD: 2 discs, $34.98).
Aired on BBC One, this
2014 drama series stars
Sarah Lancashire as a
tough police sergeant
seeking vengeance for her
daughter’s death.
Midsomer Murders: Series 16 (Acorn,
DVD: 3 discs, $49.99; Blu-ray: 3 discs,
$59.99). This 16th series set in the titular
murder-ridden picaresque English county
includes the 100th episode. Also newly
available at the same price is Midsomer
Murders: Series 17.
The Returned (A&E, DVD: $26.99).
Aired on A&E, this short-lived 2015 series
adaptation of the same-titled French supernatural drama stars Kevin Alejandro, Agnes
Bruckner, and Jeremy Sisto.
Sisters: Seasons One & Two (Shout! Factory, DVD: 7 discs, $44.99). Swoosie Kurtz,
Sela Ward, Patricia Kalember, and Julianne
Phillips star as Illinois siblings dealing with
life’s trials and tribulations in this compilation from the 1991-92 first and second
seasons of the drama series.
Sleepy Hollow: The Complete Second
Season (Fox, DVD: 5 discs, $39.98; Bluray: 4 discs, $49.99). Ichabod Crane (Tom
Mison) joins forces with a police lieutenant
(Nicole Beharie) to fight supernatural evils
in this 2014-15 sophomore season.

September 22
Arrow: Complete Third Season (Warner, DVD: 5 discs, $59.98; Blu-ray: 4 discs,
$60.99). The people of Starling City are
safe under the watchful eye of superhero
The Arrow (Stephen Amell) in this 201415 third season of the DC Comics-based
action series.
The Flash: The Complete First Season (Warner, DVD: 5 discs, $59.98;
Blu-ray: 4 discs, $60.99).
This 2014-15 debut season
spin-off from the companion comics series Arrow features Grant Gustin
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reprising his role as investigator-turnedsuper-fast crime-fighter The Flash.
King of the Hill: The Complete 12th
Season (Olive, DVD: 3 discs, $34.95). This
2007-08 12th season of Mike Judge’s adult
animated series about a small-town Arlen,
TX, family and friends features the voices
of Dax Shepard, Paul Sorvino, and Johnny
Knoxville.
Modern Family: The Complete Sixth
Season (Fox, DVD: 3 discs, $39.98). The
antics of newly married Cam and Mitch
(Eric Stonestreet and Jesse Tyler Ferguson)
add to the fun in this 2014-15 sixth season
of the wacky sitcom that also features Ed
O’Neill and Sofia Vergara.
The Red Road: The
Complete Second Season (Anchor Bay, DVD: 2
discs, $29.98). This 2015
second season marks the
end of the short-lived
SundanceTV drama series
following a small-town
policeman (Martin Henderson) who goes
up against a nearby tribal member (Jason
Momoa).
Wodehouse in Exile (BBC, DVD:
$19.98). Starring Tim Pigott-Smith, Zoë
Wanamaker, and Richard Dormer, this
2013 BBC miniseries explores the story
behind author P.G. Wodehouse’s World
War II treason charges.

September 29
Bones: The Complete
Tenth Season (Fox, DVD:
6 discs, $39.98). FBI agent
Booth (David Boreanaz)
is framed for murder and
put in prison while his
forensic anthropologist
wife Bones (Emily Deschanel) works to clear his name in this
2014-15 10th season of the procedural
drama series.
Deutschland 83 (Kino, DVD: 3 discs,
$29.99). Set in 1983 during the Cold War,
this eight-episode SundanceTV-aired German series’ 2015 first season focuses on
an undercover intelligence agent with a
tough assignment.
George Gently: Series 7 (Acorn, DVD:
4 discs, $59.99; Blu-ray: 2 discs, $59.99).
This 2015 seventh season of the 1960s-set
BBC One series starring Martin Shaw as
the titular inspector includes four mysteries: “Gently with the Women,” “Breathe
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Register now for the 37th
National Media Market
in beautiful Albuquerque, NM
Get the latest info on media and related technology
As a media professional, you will find the latest
information on educational and feature film releases
along with related technologies when you attend the
National Media Market, October 11 - 15, 2015. You will also
learn new ways to cut costs and streamline processes
while connecting with vendors and associates from
all around the globe.
Bring the knowledge home. Everyone in your
organization can benefit by your attendance.
For more information visit:
www.nmm.net
If you have any questions please contact the
Executive Director at lisa@nmm.net

in the Air,” “Gently Among Friends,” and
“Son of a Gun.”

Jessica Lange, Kathy Bates, Angela Bassett,
and Evan Peters.

Grimm: Season Four (Universal, DVD: 5
discs, $59.98; Blu-ray: 5 discs, $69.98). Nick
(David Giuntoli) loses his supernatural
hunter abilities and must reexamine his
life in this 2014-15 fourth season of the
fantasy cop drama.

The Code: Season 1
(Acorn, DVD: 2 discs,
$39.99). The unexplained
death of an Aboriginal girl
is the centerpiece for this
2014 first season of the
Outback political drama
starring Lucy Lawless,
Dan Spielman, and David Wenham.

iZombie: The Complete First Season
(Warner, DVD: 3 discs, $39.99). Loosely
based on the titular comic book series,
this 2015 debut season of the horror crime
dramedy series centers on a zombie medical
resident (Rose McIver) who gets clues from
eating the brains of corpses.
Jane the Virgin: The
Complete First Season
(Warner, DVD: 5 discs,
$49.98). A religious young
lady’s (Gina Rodriguez)
virginity is compromised
by a doctor who accidentally artificially inseminates her in this 2014-15 first season of the
telenovela-style romantic dramedy series.
Outlander: Season One, Volume Two
(Sony, DVD: 2 discs, $38.99, Blu-ray: 2
discs, $55.99). Adapted from the timetravel novel series by Diana Gabaldon,
this second volume of episodes from the
2014-15 first season of the Starz-aired show
stars Caitriona Balfe, Sam Heughan, and
Tobias Menzies.
The Slap (Acorn, DVD: 3 discs, $39.99).
Melissa George, Jonathan LaPaglia, and Sophie Okonedo star in this 2011 Australian
miniseries adapted from the 2008 novel by
Christos Tsiolkas.
Vera, Set 5 (Acorn, DVD: 5 discs, $59.99).
Adapted from the popular novels by
crime author Ann Cleeves, this fifth set
of episodes from the 2015 season, starring
Brenda Blethyn as an obsessive and skillful
detective, includes “Changing Tides,” “Old
Wounds,” “Muddy Waters,” and “Shadows
in the Sky.”

October 6
A mer ican Hor ror
Story: Freak Show—The
Complete Fourth Season
(Fox, DVD: 4 discs, $49.98;
Blu-ray: 3 discs, $59.99).
This 2014-15 fourth season of the horror anthology series centers on a
freak show during the 1950s, and stars
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HAPPYish: Season One (Paramount,
DVD: 2 discs, $39.98). Fortysomething ad
exec Thom (Steve Coogan) struggles with
a younger boss and depression in this 2015
short-lived Showtime series, also starring
Kathryn Hahn, Bradley Whitford, and
Ellen Barkin.
The Leftovers: The
Complete First Season
(Warner, DVD: 3 discs,
$39.98; Blu-ray: 3 discs,
$44.98). Based on the
novel by Tom Perrotta,
this 2014 debut season
of the drama revolving
around a police chief (Justin Theroux)
who investigates an enigmatic, Rapturelike disappearance of people also features
Amy Brenneman, Christopher Eccleston,
and Liv Tyler.
Penny Dreadful: The Complete Second
Season (Paramount, DVD: 3 discs, $39.98;
Blu-ray: 3 discs, $49.99). Aired on Showtime,
this 2015 sophomore season continues to
focus on a 19th-century London underworld populated with literary characters,
including Dorian Gray (Reeve Carney) and
Dr. Frankenstein (Harry Treadaway).

Stone’s long-running animated series.
Tut (Paramount, DVD: 3 discs, $29.99;
Blu-ray: 2 discs, $39.99). Premiering on
Spike, this 2015 three-part miniseries centered on titular Egyptian King Tutankhamen stars Ben Kingsley, Alexander Siddig,
and Avan Jogia as the young pharaoh.
Vikings: The Complete T hird Season
( Fox, DV D: 3 d isc s,
$49.98; Blu-ray: 3 discs,
$59.99). Ragnar (Travis
Fimmel) rules as king,
but must watch his back
for challengers in this
2015 third season of the Irish-Canadian
historical drama series.

October 13
The 100: The Complete Second Season (Warner, DVD: 4 discs, $39.98). Various questions surrounding the Mountain
Men, the battle of the Grounders, and an
enigmatic room in Mt. Weather are the
focus of this 2014-15 sophomore season
of the post-apocalyptic drama based on
the first book in a trilogy by Kass Morgan,
starring Eliza Taylor, Paige Turco, and
Thomas McDonell.
Ascension (Lionsgate, DVD: $24.98).
Aired on Syfy in the U.S., this CBC sixpart 2014 miniseries about a covert space
mission stars Tricia Helfer, Gil Bellows,
Andrea Roth, and Brandon P. Bell.

Reign: The Complete Second Season
(Warner, DVD: 5 discs, $44.98). Starring
Adelaide Kane as Mary, Queen of Scots,
this 2014-15 second season of the historical fantasy series also stars Megan Follows,
Toby Regbo, and Anna Popplewell.

Bates Motel: Season Three (Universal,
DVD: 3 discs, $44.98;
Blu-ray: 2 discs, $49.99).
This 2015 third season
of the A&E-aired contemporary prequel to
Psycho finds things getting weirder for Norman Bates (Freddie
Highmore) and his smothering mother
(Vera Farmiga).

Silent Witness: The Complete Season
Two (BBC, DVD: 2 discs, $34.98). Forensic
pathologist Sam Ryan (Amanda Burton)
is back in this 1997 sophomore season set
of episodes from the British crime drama
series.

The Following: The Third and Final
Season (Warner, DVD: 4 discs, $39.98;
Blu-ray: 3 discs, $44.98). Kevin Bacon stars
as an erstwhile FBI agent who goes after
a cult leader in this 2015 third and final
season of the drama thriller series.

South Park: The Complete Eighteenth
Season (Paramount, DVD: 2 discs, $29.99;
Blu-ray: 2 discs, $39.99). The outspoken,
bawdy children of a small Colorado town
continue their adventures in this 2014
18th season of Trey Parker and Matt

Girlfriends’ Guide to Divorce: Season One (Universal, DVD: 3 discs,
$39.98). The titular bestselling book
series is the inspiration for this Bravoaired 2014-15 first season of the show
starring Lisa Edelstein, Beau Garrett,
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Janeane Garofalo, and Necar Zadegan.

Looking Ahead

Mad Men: The Final
Season, Part 2 (Lionsgate, DVD: 3 discs, $39.98;
Blu-ray: 2 discs, $39.99).
This second set of episodes from the 2014-15
seventh and final season
concludes the goings-on
of dapper advertising man Don Draper
(Jon Hamm).

Slated for November is the third season
of Batman, the first part of the third season
of Father Brown, the miniseries A.D.: The
Bible Continues, and Rebus: The Ken Stott
Collection. Coming in October is the third
season of Scott & Bailey.

October 20
Back to the Future: The Complete
Animated Series (Universal, DVD: 4 discs,
$49.98). Marty McFly and Doc Brown
continue their time-traveling adventures
in this 1991-92 animated series featuring the voice of Dan Castellaneta (with
Christopher Lloyd, reprising his role from
the film franchise, appearing in live-action
segments).
C h a s i n g Sh a d ow s
(Acorn, DVD: 2 discs,
$34.99). This four-part
2014 ITV-aired crimedrama series set at the
Missing Persons Bureau
stars Reece Shearsmith,
Alex Kingston, and Noel
Clarke.
Olympus: Season One (Shout! Factory,
DVD: 3 discs, $19.98; Blu-ray: 3 discs,
$34.99). Aired on Syfy in the U.S., the 2015
first season of the Canadian fantasy series
centered on the gods of Olympus stars Tom
York, Sonya Cassidy, and Matt Frewer.
Peaky Blinders (BBC, DVD: 2 discs,
$29.98; Blu-ray: 2 discs, $34.98). Following the titular British gangster family (so
named for their razor-blade-bedecked
hats), this 2013 first season of the crime
drama stars Cillian Murphy, Sam Neill,
Helen McCrory, and Tom Hardy.
Thérèse Raquin (Acorn, DVD: $29.99).
This 1980 BBC miniseries adaptation of
Émile Zola’s classic 1867 novel stars Kate
Nelligan, Brian Cox, and Alan Rickman.

October 27
Miss Fisher’s Murder Mysteries: Series
3 (Acorn, DVD: 3 discs, $49.99; Blu-ray:
2 discs, $49.99). Based on the novels by
Kerry Greenwood, this 2015 third series
continues to follow enchanting 1920s
Melbourne private detective Phryne Fisher
(Essie Davis).
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Re-priced or New to DVD/Blu-ray
Chantal Akerman, From Here (Icarus,
DVD: $19.95). This 2010 documentary
celebrates avant-garde Belgian filmmaker
Chantal Akerman’s body of work. Bonus
features include a 16-page booklet with
an essay by author Marion Schmid. Also
newly available at the same price is Marcel
Ophuls & Jean-Luc Godard: The Meeting in St-Gervais.
Committed (First Run, DVD: $24.95).
Troubled leftist Hollywood star Frances
Farmer (1913-70) is profiled in this digitally
restored 1984 documentary from filmmakers Sheila McLaughlin and Lynne Tillman
that also covers social attitudes of the era.
The Decent One (Kino
Lorber, DVD: $29.95).
Newly re-pr iced for
home v ide o, Va ness a
Lapa’s fascinating 2014
biographical documentary (VL-3/15 HHH1/2)
centers on the private
life of Heinrich Himmler, chief of Hitler’s
black-uniformed SS elite corps and a
major architect of the Final Solution.
Bonus features include an introduction
by filmmaker Errol Morris, a “making-of”
featurette, and a Q&A.
Dialogues with Elie
Wiesel & R icha rd D.
H e f f ne r (S I S U, DV D:
3 discs, $29.95). Nobel
Prize-winner and noted author Elie Wiesel’s
experiences during the
Holocaust, as well as his
thoughtful reflections on the human
condition, are showcased in this newly
re-priced 2006 series (VL-1/07 HHH) of
conversations with Richard D. Heffner.
Bonus features include biographies.
Globe On Screen: Limited Edition
Collection (Opus Arte, Blu-ray: 3 discs,
$54.99). This set of 2010 productions of
classic plays by William Shakespeare—
filmed at the restored Globe Theatre—in-
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cludes high-definition Blu-ray editions
of As You Like It, Love’s Labour’s Lost
(VL-1/11 HHH1/2), and Romeo & Juliet
(VL Online-8/10 HH1/2). Bonus features
include a cast gallery and famous monologues.
Holocaust: Genocide
& Survival (SISU, DVD:
3 discs, $39.95). Looking at the resilient lives
of Holocaust survivors,
this collection includes
2008’s I’m Still Here (VL5/08 HHH1/2), 2010’s
Out of Europe (VL-11/10 HHH1/2), and
2007’s Last Stop Kew Gardens (VL-7/08
HHH). Also newly available at the same
price are the collections Jews in America & Divine Destiny and Jerusalem
Stories: Visions of a Holy City.
I’m No Dummy (Music Video Distributors, DVD: 2 discs, $19.95). Directed
by Bryan W. Simon, this 2009 documentary focusing on modern ventriloquism
features performers Jeff Dunham, Jay
Johnson, Lynn Trefzger, and historian
Tom Ladshaw. Bonus features include
exclusive interviews, outtakes, and performance footage.
The Medals of World War II (Marshall Publishing, DVD: $19.95 [$24.95
w/PPR], web: marshallpub.com). Offering an overview of the various medals
awarded for heroism by all branches of
the Armed Forces, this 2002 documentary (VL-11/03 HHH) features interviews
with retired award winners. Also newly
available are This Fragile Planet (VL11/01 HHH1/2) and Irish Dance: See It!
Feel It! Love It!
O u r Da i ly Poison
(Icarus, DVD: $24.98).
N e wly r e - p r ic e d for
home video, filmmaker
Marie-Monique Robin’s
2011 French documentary (VL-3/12 HHH1/2)
explores the negative
effects of pesticides, chemicals, and additives in our food, while also looking at
subsequent rises in various cancers and
autoimmune diseases.
Seventeen (Icarus, DVD: $24.98). Winner of the Grand Jury Prize at Sundance,
directors Joel DeMott and Jeff Kreines’s
1982 documentary chronicles the last year
of several seniors at Southside High School
in Muncie, IN. Bonus features include an
eight-page booklet.
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Compelling True Stories from Vision Video

Story of the Twelve Apostles

India’s Forgotten Children

Come Follow Me

They started out as average men of
their time: fishermen, farmers, local
magistrates. But their dedication to
a prophetic Jewish preacher in the
backwaters of the Roman Empire transformed them into revolutionaries and,
in the process, changed the world itself
in ways that would reverberate across
time for two thousand years. Here is
the inspiring, story of the little-known
men who became The Twelve Apostles.
Documentary, 100 minutes

India’s Forgotten Children exposes
widespread trafficking, persecution,
and oppression among the children
and young people of India’s 300 million
strong Dalit community. Meticulously
researched, this documentary portrays
the everyday lives of these forgotten
children of India, whose painful predicament rarely reaches the headlines. With
expert analysis from Indian commentators and human rights advocates,
the film reveals how a light of hope is
emerging. Documentary, 58 minutes

Come Follow Me explores what it
means to be a follower of Jesus by
depicting scenes from the life of the
Apostle Peter as he journeys with Jesus.
Peter’s story is full of misunderstanding, false pride, misplaced zeal, doubts,
fears, and even denial. This film traces
Peter’s rocky journey from the day he
heard Jesus call his name to the post-resurrection conversation in which Jesus
charges Peter to “feed my sheep.” Over
time Peter was transformed from fearful
denier to the bold leader of the early
church. Drama, 30 minutes

DVD - #4656D, $14.99, UPC - 7 27985 00533 1

DVD - #501624D, $19.99, UPC - 7 27985 01624 5

Going on Vocation: Exploring
Work as It Was Meant to Be

Joseph: Beloved Son, Rejected
Slave, Exhalted Ruler

Going on Vocation is a two-part documentary and teaching series. Through
personal stories of ordinary people at
work and expert insight and advice from
some of today’s leading voices on faith
and work, you will discover that vocation or calling is about much more than
your paid job. This series challenges you
to look at work in a whole new way and
reap the positive returns of connecting
your work to a higher calling.
Documentary, 100 minutes

The thrilling Biblical story of Joseph is
told in this 3-D animated feature film for
children ages 5 and up. Young Joseph
is a dreamer, indulged by his father
and resented by his older brothers who
soon sell him into slavery without their
father’s knowledge. Now captive in
Egypt, Joseph experiences humiliation,
hardship and imprisonment. But his
faith and his gift for interpreting dreams
soon lead him to an exalted position in
the kingdom. Animated, 90 minutes

DVD - #501630D, $24.99, UPC - 7 27985 01630 6
Vision Video
PO Box 540
Worcester, PA 19490
1-800-523-0226 • 610-584-3500
Fax: 610-584-6643
Email: info@visionvideo.com
Web: www.visionvideo.com

DVD - #501561D, $9.99, UPC - 7 27985 01561 3

The Apocalypse
Held captive by the Romans on the
Island of Patmos, the aged Apostle
John receives strange visions, including messages directly from Jesus to
the seven persecuted churches on the
nearby mainland. These visions form
the contents of the Book of Revelation,
the mysterious prophecy of Jesus’ return
and a spiritual message for Christians of
all eras. Starring Richard Harris.
Drama, 96 minutes
DVD - #501632D, $14.99, UPC - 7 27985 01632 0

DVD - #501579D, $14.99, UPC - 7 27985 01579 8

OUR UNCONDITIONAL GUARANTEE:
If, for any reason, a product does not meet your expectations,
return it to us, and we will exchange it or give you a refund.
All DVDs are guaranteed against any defects. Available from
Baker and Taylor, Midwest Tape, or directly from Vision Video.

Video Movies
This section features reviews of current and
classic studio, independent, and foreign feature
films. Each review includes pricing information,
as well as running time, rating, subtitling information, and street dates for yet-to-be-released
titles. Most titles reviewed here are widely
available through most distributors.

HHHH= Excellent
HHH= Good
HH= Fair
H= Poor

Current Films
’71 HHH1/2

Lionsgate, 99 min., R, DVD:
$19.98

Set in 1971, filmmaker
Yann Demange’s ’71 centers
on a British soldier struggling to survive in a hostile
Catholic enclave in Belfast
after becoming separated from his squad.
Raw recruit Gary Hook (Jack O’Connell)
and his green comrades are assigned to support the heavy-handed police in a district
sweep, but are unable to control the ensuing violence that erupts. When the troops
withdraw, two men are left behind: one
is immediately killed by an IRA gunman,
while the other—Hook—bolts into narrow,
labyrinthine alleyways, closely pursued
by the shooter. What follows is a series of
tense encounters with locals that highlight
the deadly rivalries of the period—not only
between the two sides but also within them.
The old-line IRA leadership is struggling
against a more radical wing, and the British
military are at the mercy of unprincipled
counterintelligence officers who aren’t
above colluding with the enemy. Hook’s
frantic efforts to escape initially place him
into the hands of a foul-mouthed 9-year old
Protestant loyalist, and then into those of a
Catholic father and daughter, who tend to
his wounds while fretting over which IRA
faction he should be delivered to. A terrific
action film that skillfully captures the feel
of ‘70s Belfast, ‘71 also effectively conveys
the essential pointlessness of the so-called
Troubles. Highly recommended. (F. Swietek)

3 Hearts HH

Cohen, 108 min., in French w/English subtitles,
PG-13, DVD: $24.98, Blu-ray: $34.98

This French romantic drama stars Benoît Poelvoorde as middle-aged tax auditor
Marc—a man not handsome, but sensitive
and compassionate—who falls in love with
Sylvie (Charlotte Gainsbourg) over one
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long night of walking and
talking, and then loses her
thanks to a missed connection. Sometime later,
Marc meets Sophie (Chiara
Mastroianni), without realizing that she is Sylvie’s
sister. Plenty of contrivances
ensue that beggar logic, and there’s no spark
between Poelvoorde’s dull workaholic with a
hangdog face and Gainsbourg’s Sylvie, whose
emotions churn like shockwaves through her
very being. Mastroianni’s much more neurotic sister is a little less mysterious—she is
emotionally fragile and Poelvoorde is a stable
presence as well as devoted partner—but you
have to take the swoony romance turned
obsessive passion here on sheer faith. Director Benoît Jacquot doesn’t play this as high
melodrama, but more as a down-to-earth
tragedy. There are well-observed scenes of
the sisters at home with their mother (played
by Mastroianni’s real life mom, Catherine
Deneuve), and Jacquot is very good at depicting everyday intimacy and the goodness
in characters who are nevertheless being
destructive, but he simply doesn’t give them
deep enough inner lives to make their sad
story matter. Optional. (S. Axmaker)

5 Flights Up HH1/2

Universal, 93 min., PG-13,
DVD: $19.98, Blu-ray: $26.98

R ic h a r d L o nc r a i ne ’s
dramedy could easily be
mistaken for a basic-cable
telefilm except for the fact
that it stars Morgan Freeman and Diane Keaton. The story unfolds
over a couple days, beginning with painter
Alex (Freeman) returning from a shopping
trip with dog Dorothy, enthusing about the
Brooklyn neighborhood where he and his
wife Ruth (Keaton) have lived for 40 years.
But their fifth-floor apartment is in a building
without an elevator, so the pair have enlisted
a real-estate agent niece (Cynthia Nixon)
to arrange an open house for prospective
buyers—a decision that becomes even more
urgent when Dorothy is diagnosed with a
ruptured disc. The bulk of what follows shifts
between the open house, with its predictably
eccentric visitors, and the couple’s venturing
out to search for a new place, all set against
the backdrop of an ongoing terrorist incident
that has shut down the Brooklyn Bridge.
Thanks to the charm that Keaton and Freeman bring to their flimsily-written roles, 5
Flights Up is a mostly agreeable tale of an aging
couple caught up in the vagaries of the New
York real-estate market, but the stars deserved
something better than such lightweight fare.
A strong optional purchase. (F. Swietek)

112 Weddings HHH

Zeitgeist, 95 min., not rated, DVD: $29.95

Like more than one filmmaker, eminent
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documentarian Doug Block
shot wedding videos on the
side in order to make a living. In this joint HBO/ZFF/
BBC documentary, Block
reflects on several of the
100-plus ceremonies that
he filmed, investigating
what ensued after the honeymoons. Nine
couples—including a few who divorced—
agreed to speak about their lives and offer
their opinions on married life. Much is
familiar: nuptial relationships are hard work,
having children changes everything, and the
fairy-tale glow of the ceremony soon fades.
Some question whether, aside from economic
benefits, marriage has any relevance left
(although, in the course of this odyssey, a
long-cohabiting couple decide to have a
belated wedding anyway). Block, who previously explored his own family’s dark corners
in 51 Birch Street and The Kids Grow Up, filmed
many of the weddings within the New York
area’s Jewish community (rabbi and author
Jonathan Blake is an interviewee). A film
about a perennially popular subject from
an acclaimed nonfiction filmmaker, this is
recommended. (C. Cassady)

The Age of Adaline HH
Lionsgate, 112 min., PG-13,
DVD: $29.95, Blu-ray/DVD
Combo: $39.99, Sept. 8

The fantasy concept here
is intriguing: what would
life be like if you stopped aging at 29? Adaline Bowman
(Blake Lively) was born in San Francisco on
New Year’s Day, 1908. At age 29, grief-stricken
widow Adaline drowned in an automobile
accident, after which she was struck by
lightning, which triggered a bizarre phenomenon: Adaline revived, only to discover that
she was blessed/cursed with eternal youth.
Adaline understands that her never-changing
appearance causes complications, but there
are also rewards (she bought stock in a small
company called Xerox at its inception). In
the 1950s, when the FBI grows suspicious,
Adaline realizes that she will have to switch
her name and residence each decade, keeping
everyone at an emotional distance—except
for her now-elderly daughter (Ellen Burstyn).
And then romance strikes. Working in the
San Francisco archive, elegant and lonely
Adaline (now called Jenny) is spotted by a
tech-wealthy historian/philanthropist (Michiel Huisman). Maddeningly elusive Adaline
eventually agrees to visit his parents’ home
to celebrate their 40th anniversary—where
she is recognized by his astronomer father
(Harrison Ford). Blending elements from
Frankenstein, The Picture of Dorian Gray,
and The Curious Case of Benjamin Button,
filmmaker Lee Toland Krieger’s implausible
melodrama ultimately does little more than
evoke nostalgia. Optional. (S. Granger)

S E P T E M B E R / O C T O B E R

2 0 1 5

Avengers: Age of Ultron
HH

Walt Disney, 141 min., PG-13,
DVD: $29.99, Blu-ray: $32.99,
Oct. 2

The good news: those
looking for POW! BAM!
SMASH! cartoonish action
will find it here. The bad news: Avengers: Age
of Ultron features an overstuffed menagerie of
superheroes, and—as Tony Stark/Iron Man
says—“it’s long—Eugene O’Neill long.”
Viewers better know their Avengers history
since this installment begins mid-mission,
with Iron Man (Robert Downey Jr.), Captain
America (Chris Evans), Thor (Chris Hemsworth), Black Widow (Scarlett Johansson),
Hawkeye (Jeremy Renner), and Bruce Banner/the Hulk (Mark Ruffalo) battling Hydra
baddies while trying to capture Loki’s scepter
with its powerful Infinity Stone. What’s Ultron? A computer program initially concocted
as a global protection system by Stark and
Banner that instead becomes a red-eyed,
rogue, megalomaniacal A.I. colossus (drolly
voiced by James Spader) that views humans
as the world’s biggest threat. In battle-ridden
Slovenia, a subplot introduces gifted twins:
Pietro (Aaron Taylor-Johnson) and Wanda
Maximoff (Elizabeth Olsen), who become
elusive Quicksilver and mind-manipulating
Scarlet Witch. Appearing midway, the angelic
android Vision (Paul Bettany) arrives to synthesize the consciousness of Stark’s helpmate,
J.A.R.V.I. S. Writer-director Joss Whedon
punctuates the FX-driven mayhem with an
ongoing flirtation between Black Widow
and Banner, along with dream-like character
flashbacks. An exhausting epic full of glib
quips and campy, irreverent humor, this is
mostly sound and fury with more spectacle
than substance. Optional. (S. Granger)

Belle and Sebastian
HHH1/2

Film Movement, 99 min., in
French w/English subtitles or
English-dubbed, not rated,
DVD: $24.95

Based on the popular
French novel by Cécile Aubry, Belle and Sebastian is a fine family drama
set in the French Alps during the Nazi occupation. Sebastian (Félix Bossuet) is a young boy
living with an adoptive grandfather figure,
César (veteran French star Tchéky Karyo),
and the latter’s daughter, Angélina (Margaux
Châtelier). Despite visits by German soldiers
that are frequent and worrisome, Angélina,
César, and a number of others are involved
with smuggling Jews across the mountains
and into Switzerland. Uppermost in Sebastian’s mind, however, is Belle, a big, fluffy
Patou dog who is a stray and is presumed
to be killing the villagers’ sheep (she isn’t).
Belle and Sebastian become fast friends, and
despite continuing suspicions about the dog
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(who chases off wolves at one point from the
vulnerable sheep), Belle eventually proves to
be valorous. Heartwarming and suspenseful, this is also a lovely film, with beautiful
footage of Alpine meadows and vast glaciers.
Highly recommended. (T. Keogh)

Big Game HH

Anchor Bay, 87 min., PG-13,
DVD: $22.98, Blu-ray: $26.99

While en route to a peace
conference in Helsinki, Air
Force One is attacked from
within as turncoat Secret
Service agent Morris (Ray
Stevenson) pushes the unpopular and ineffectual President of the United States (Samuel
L. Jackson) into an escape pod that crashes
into Finland’s frozen wilderness. Meanwhile,
13-year-old Oskari (Onni Tommila), son of a
renowned hunter, is undergoing a traditional
rite-of-passage—spending 24 hours alone in
Lapland’s rugged terrain, armed only with a
bow and arrow. What he hunts and kills on
this walkabout in the wild will prove what
kind of man he is. Witnessing the fiery crash,
timid but determined Oskari discovers the
wreckage and promises to lead President
William Moore to safety, adding, “My forest,
my rules.” But Morris, who parachuted to
safety, and co-conspirator Hazar (Mehmet
Kurtulus), the psychopathic illegitimate son
of a Gulf oil sheik—who considers POTUS
his ultimate trophy—is hot on their trail.
Back in Washington, D.C., the incredulous
Vice-President (Victor Garber) sputters,
“You’re telling me you lost the President like
you lose a set of car keys?” Not surprisingly,
the veep and Pentagon intelligence officers
(Felicity Huffman, Ted Levine) declare Air
Force One’s disappearance to be “the most
serious terrorist act since 9/11,” dispatching
an experienced senior field analyst (Jim
Broadbent) to lead a Special Forces unit on
a rescue mission. Unfortunately, Finnish
writer-director Jalmari Helander’s escapist
action-adventure laughably strains credulity.
Optional. (S. Granger)

Black and White: The
Dawn of Assault HH1/2

Shout! Factory, 142 min., in
Mandarin w/English subtitles
and English-dubbed, not rated,
DVD: $16.98, Blu-ray: $24.98

A big screen 2012 spinoff/prequel of the popular
Far East TV series Black and White, this film
ably demonstrates that Taiwanese cinema
can hold its own with the over-the-top
mayhem delivered by Hong Kong/Chinese
kung-fu epics—not to mention the latter’s
plotlines, which often serve up a baffling
series of twists and betrayals. Here, with his
gangland boss on leave, bumbling hood Xu
Dafu (Huang Bo) tries to sell some stolen diamonds on his own. But instead of diamonds
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he winds up with a suitcase containing a revolutionary matter/anti-matter energy source
that shadowy villains have converted into
a city-destroying bomb. Rogue young police
detective Ying Xiong (Mark Chao) intervenes,
and soon both the lawman and the outlaw
find themselves on the run from criminals
and paramilitary commandos. The action
seldom lags in director Yueh-Hsun Tsai’s
epic, and a third act set aboard a hijacked
and booby-trapped airliner could have been
a movie all in itself. But a lot of this simply
becomes numbing in mega-doses. A strong
optional purchase. (C. Cassady)

Black Beauty HH

Lionsgate, 86 min., PG, DVD:
$26.98

Having very little to do
with the classic Anna Sewell
novel, this contemporary
take on Black Beauty centers
on an awkward, beautiful,
and sensitive teen named Audry (Jennifer
Mckenzie), who volunteers at an animal
shelter and forms an attachment to an
abused horse, Beauty. Determined to keep the
physically and emotionally damaged stallion
from being euthanized, Audry convinces her
overprotective father (Luke Perry) to let her
treat the horse at her grandfather’s farm for
a summer. Here, Beauty heals and learns to
once again trust people, just in time to be
entered in a 4-H contest that also gives Audry
a chance to prove that she’s not a loser. As
Audry’s grandpa, Bruce Davison is the best
feature of this largely unexciting family
film, effortlessly inhabiting a benevolent but
plain-speaking authority figure. Optional.
(T. Keogh)

Blood Cells H1/2

Garden Thieves, 86 min., not
rated, DVD: $24.99

A dreary, drifting story
about a dreary, drifting
man who wanders through
England in the wake of a
“mad cow” epidemic that
destroyed his family farm, Blood Cells is an
unfocused movie with a ghost for a central
character. Adam (Barry Ward) is living a
rootless existence following his father’s
suicide, which was a response to financial
ruin after the massive spread of a livestock
disease that wiped out many ranchers in the
U.K. A natural charmer getting by on free
drinks and the occasional cash handout,
Adam receives a phone call from a brother
who delivers an ultimatum: come see your
family now, or never attempt to do so again.
Adam’s ambivalent journey leads him down a
few side roads, reconnecting with old friends
and an ex-girlfriend, with the latter making a
considerable sacrifice to help him out. Writers-directors Joseph Bull and Luke Seomore
don’t provide much reason to find Adam a
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compelling anti-hero (or even a sympathetic
figure), and the tonal monotony here—from
boring handheld camerawork to the rainygrey pallor throughout—prove wearying. Not
recommended. (T. Keogh)

The Blue Room HHH
MPI, 75 min., in French
w/English subtitles, R, DVD:
$24.98

Filmmaker-star Mathieu
Amalric deftly captures the
mix of perverse atmosphere
and moral ambiguity that
characterizes the work of Georges Simenon
in this adaptation of the prolific novelist’s
titular 1964 mystery novel. In this psychological thriller, Amalric plays Julien—a salesman
with a quite lovely wife and daughter living in
a provincial French town—who is engaged in
a steamy affair with Esther (Stéphanie Cléau),
the spouse of a wealthy local druggist. Will
they take extreme measures in order to be
together? Mixing past and present, the story
shuffles between scenes of the couple stealthily meeting for trysts in a small hotel room
and courtroom sequences in which the pair
are on trial for what is initially an unspecified
crime (both settings are painted the same blue
tint). Viewers also see the principals living
their lives apart, with much of their relation-

ship disclosed through excerpts from Julien’s
official interrogations. Like its source novel,
The Blue Room is a detached and remote tale,
far removed from a conventional whodunit,
but as a study of the implacable power of sexual desire that can irrevocably drive people
to their doom, it is an unnervingly effective
film. Recommended. (F. Swietek)

Camp X-Ray HHH
MPI, 117 min., R, DVD:
$24.98, Blu-ray: $29.98

A me r ic a’s i n f a mo u s
Guantanamo Bay (the titular Camp X-Ray) is at the
center of writer-director
Peter Sattler’s drama starring Twilight star Kristen Stewart as a young
Army recruit desperate to do “something
important” with her life. The initial images
thrust viewers back to the dark days of early
post-9/11 America, before flash forwarding
to 2009, well into George W. Bush’s failed
Iraq War. Telling an intensely personal and
psychological story that is more about people
than politics, the film follows Amy (Stewart),
who is assigned all of the new-recruit dirty
work (suicide watches, etc.) while monitoring
the terrorist suspect detainees. One intelligent English-speaking inmate named Ali
(Payman Maadi), who claims to be innocent

“[Gulpilil] commands the screen.”

“Majestic.”

-danny King, Village Voice

-BoB Mondello, nPR

and has a penchant for Harry Potter books,
seems to want a genuine connection with
Amy, while the latter makes fruitless attempts
to keep herself distanced. Over time, a shaky
kinship will form between the terror suspect
and the green Army recruit, neither of whom
have a clearly defined place in the world. Featuring a superb performance by Stewart, this
powerful character study is recommended.
(M. Sandlin)

Champs HHH1/2

Anchor Bay, 91 min., not rated,
DVD: $22.98

A boxing documentary
created for the Starz cable
channel, Ber t Marc us’s
Champs is a bracing, streetwise, and angry film celebrating great pugilists. The message: boxing
is not a rich man’s pastime but a brutal,
gladiator-like way up the ladder for society’s
downtrodden, who tended to be Irish-Americans in bygone days, and African-Americans
in today’s era of massive wealth inequality
and entrenched poverty. Among the three
champs showcased here, Mike Tyson is no
stranger to documentary cameras (he and his
wife are producers on this film). Tyson went
from being a bullied, miserable, undersized
youth to a feral, fearsome World Heavyweight

“A work of humane and tender genius.”
-Rowan Righelato, the guaRdian

STARRING ABORIGINAL LEGEND DAVID GULPILIL
(Rabbit-Proof Fence, Walkabout, Crocodile Dundee)
With no way to live a traditional lifestyle in his Aboriginal
community, aging Charlie struggles to make his own way in this STREET DATE: 11/6/15 SRP: $24.99
moving, personal exploration of modern Aboriginal issues.
108 min | Color | Widescreen | NR

“THE RAREST UNKNOWN MASTERPIECE OF CINEMA”
– GASPER NOÉ, DIRECTOR OF ENTER THE VOID & IRREVERSIBLE

“A true herald of a distinctive and
necessary voice in cinema.”
-Katie walsh, la tiMes

“Smart, Well Acted.”

“Engrossing.”

-dustin chang, twitch

-eRiK Kohn, indiewiRe
STREET
DATE
9/8/15

A tense drama that examines modern
sex, love and relationships through the
eyes of a sex surrogate as she starts
working with a volatile new client.
STREET DATE: 11/6/15

SRP: $24.99

90 min | Color | Widescreen | NR

To purchase, contact:
sales@monumentreleasing.com
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Champion who very nearly totally selfdestructed. Boxer Bernard Hopkins learned
boxing in prison, reinventing himself as a
disciplined athlete. Hopkins, who amazingly
won the Middleweight title at the age of 48,
has never forgotten his origins. Evander
Holyfield, who came from poverty and adhered to Christian piety and ethics, became
a Heavyweight champion with Ali-like stats.
Yet he still went bankrupt, an outcome tied to
the exploitative nature of big-money sports.
Guest interviewees include Mary J. Blige, Ron
Howard, Denzel Washington, Spike Lee, Mark
Wahlberg, and Curtis “50 Cent” Jackson.
Highly recommended. (C. Cassady)

Cinderella HHH

Walt Disney, 105 min., PG,
DVD: $29.99, Blu-ray/DVD
Combo: $36.99, Sept. 15

Based on Charles Perrault’s 1697 Cendrillon, or the
History of the Glass Slipper,
this elegant, enchanting
live-action extravaganza re-imagines the
classic romantic folk tale for the 21st century.
As the story begins, 10-year-old Ella (Eloise
Webb) is living happily with her merchant
father (Ben Chaplin) and devoted mother
(Hayley Atwell), who urges her to “have
courage and be kind.” Years later, following
her mother’s death, Ella’s father marries
haughty, mean-spirited Lady Tremaine (Cate
Blanchett), a woman with two vain daughters
(Sophie McShera, Holliday Grainger). After
the father dies on a business trip, now-grown
Ella (Lily James) is treated like a scullery maid
and banished to the attic. But she doesn’t
lack self-esteem, as evidenced by her chance
encounter with Prince Kit (Richard Madden)
in the forest. Eager to see his son married,
the ailing King (Derek Jacobi) hosts a ball,
inviting all eligible women in the land. But
the only way Ella can attend is with the help
of her Fairy Godmother (Helena Bonham
Carter), who weaves the necessary magic.
There will be a fantastical pumpkin coach,
glistening glass slippers, and a frantic flight
at the stroke of midnight—with the Prince
in dogged pursuit. A faithful adaptation, ably
directed by Kenneth Branagh, this Cinderella emphasizes the importance of courage,
kindness—and forgiveness. Recommended.
(S. Granger)

Closer to the Moon
HHH

MPI, 112 min., not rated, DVD:
$24.98, Sept. 15

In Bucharest, circa 1959,
a disillusioned group of old
friends from the WWII Jewish Resistance hijack a van
delivering cash to the Romanian National
Bank, staging the robbery so that it looks
like a movie shoot—a heist that fascinates
a café waiter named Virgil (Henry Lloyd).
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Eventually, the four men and a woman
are arrested, tried in a kangaroo court, and
convicted. While awaiting execution, they
are forced by the Securitate—aka Romanian
secret police—to re-enact the robbery in a
slyly anti-Semitic propaganda film. Being
in the right place at the right time enables
Virgil to serve as assistant to an alcoholic Romanian film director (Allan Corduner), and
later be assigned as a cameraman to film the
re-enactment. The intrepid gang of robbers
are: a chief police inspector (Mark Strong),
a political scientist (Vera Farmiga), a history
professor (Christian McKay), a rocket scientist (Tim Plester), and a respected journalist
(Joe Armstrong). What prompted them to
steal bags of banknotes that were worthless,
outside of Romania? Was it a Zionist plot
that failed? Why did they commit a crime
they knew would inevitably lead to the death
penalty? Eventually, it will only be Virgil who
knows the real answer to these questions, as
flashbacks reveal a secret that the Communist
authorities never discovered. Based on a true
story, this darkly comedic, absurdist drama
from writer-director Nae Caranfil suffers
somewhat from tone problems, but is recommended, overall. (S. Granger)

Clouds of Sils Maria
HHH1/2

Paramount, 123 min., R, DVD:
$29.99

Famous actress Maria
Enders (Juliette Binoche)
faces aging and mortality in
Olivier Assayas’s strangely
engrossing film, which like the meteorological phenomenon of the title—clouds
that stream between two mountain ridges
in a slithering motion—takes a serpentine
narrative route, toying with chronology and
reality while telling its story. Maria, who is
dealing with the sudden death of the writer
whose play made her a star at age 18, is asked
by a prestigious director to appear in a revival
of the same work. But now she would be
cast in the role of the older woman who is
destroyed by Maria’s original character, now
played by young movie star Jo-Ann (Chloë
Grace Moretz), an actress with a Lindsay Lohan-like reputation (who initially turns out
to be articulate and gracious, but later shows
a conniving streak). Maria practices her lines
with the third major character—her assistant,
Val (Kristen Stewart)—sometimes confusing
the words of the play with offhanded conversation. Serving up a probing and illuminating rumination on the themes of art vs. life,
present vs. past, and youth vs. maturity, this
admirable, reflective character study is highly
recommended. (F. Swietek)

The Connection HH1/2

Drafthouse, 135 min., in French w/English
subtitles, R, DVD: $24.99, Blu-ray: $29.99, Sept. 29

The drug operation called “The French
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Connection,” in which
heroin was transported
from Marseilles to New
York, was famously treated
from the American perspective by William Friedkin in his Oscar-winning
1971 thriller. Here, filmmaker Cédric Jimenez tells the story on
the other side of the Atlantic, depicting the
struggle between the head of the Marseilles
mob and a principled police magistrate who
is determined to bring his operation down.
Zampa (Gilles Lellouche) is a teetotaler and
family man, but also a volatile and brutal
leader who doesn’t hesitate to order hits
or threaten underlings in his gang, which
smuggles heroin into Europe from Turkey,
where it is processed in clandestine labs,
and then shipped to the U.S. for sale to
the American mafia (with assistance from
crooked cops and politicians). Attempts to
halt the operation falter until Pierre Michel
(Jean Dujardin), an honest judge (which, in
France, can also be a prosecutor building
a case against a defendant) is transferred
to the organized crime unit, where he
shakes up the squad while adopting envelope-pushing methods. The Connection
works reasonably well as a simple police
procedural (although American audiences
might need a mini-course in the French
judicial system to understand what’s going
on), but it lacks the visceral excitement of
Friedkin’s classic. A strong optional purchase. (F. Swietek)

The D Train HH1/2

Paramount, 101 min., R, DVD:
$29.99, Blu-ray: $39.99, Sept. 1

Dan (Jack Black) is on
his Pittsburgh high school’s
20th year reunion committee. A campus outcast (then
and now), Dan hopes to
recruit Oliver Lawless (James Marsden)—a
former classmate whom Dan sees hawking
sunscreen in a TV commercial, and mistakenly assumes that he is a big star. Dan invents
a phony business lead to induce his boss to
send him to L.A., where he hopes to sweettalk Lawless into attending the festivities.
Naturally, things go awry: Dan’s boss insists
on coming, and Lawless proves to be a desperate, unemployed guy who mostly likes to
party. When he and Dan go out for a night on
the town it ends in a totally unexpected fashion that leaves Dan flustered and determined
to prevent Oliver from coming to Pennsylvania since his job—and marriage—could be
threatened. Directed by Andrew Mogel and
Jarrad Paul, The D Train might have been a
genuinely subversive film, bit it loses its nerve
during a flat-footed third act that has Dan going off the deep end when Oliver shows up,
eventually tacking on a sweetness-and-light
cop-out finale. Optional. (F. Swietek)
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FULL MOON IN PARIS

THE MARQUISE OF O…

FRANCESCO

In one of Eric Rohmer’s most renowned films,
Pascale Ogier stars as a young interior
designer yearning to lead the life
of a sophisticated socialite in Paris.

Eric Rohmer crafts a sophisticated moral
fable graced with subtle wit and classical
elegance. Based on the 1808 novella by
German master Heinrich von Kleist.

Director Liliana Cavani (The Night Porter)
presents a compelling and intimate portrait
of Saint Francis of Assisi, starring
Mickey Rourke and Helena Bonham Carter.

DVD only: $24.95 / PPR: $200
DRL: $499 / PPR + DRL: $599
Romance, Classics, French
UPC: 857692005352

DVD only: $24.95 / PPR: $200
DRL: $499 / PPR + DRL: $599
Romance, Classics, French, German, Literature
UPC: 857692005376

DVD only: $24.95 / PPR: $200
DRL: $499 / PPR + DRL: $599
Religion, Classics, Italian
UPC: 857692005338

NEWLY RESTORED IN HIGH DEFINITION – ALSO AVAILABLE ON BLU-RAY™

“MASTERPIECE. One of the great films about the nature of love.” –Artforum
“Critics’ Pick. The great
Jessica Hausner returns
with this austere
true story.”
–Time Out New York

Director Jessica Hausner (Lourdes)
recreates early 19th-century haute
bourgeois Berlin in this darkly
humorous postmodern take on love
and death, inspired by the actual
double suicide of Heinrich von Kleist
(The Marquise of O…) and
Henrietta Vogel in 1811.
ALSO AVAILABLE
ON BLU-RAY™

DVD only: $24.95 / PPR: $200 / DRL: $499 / PPR + DRL: $599
Austrian, German, Period, Romance • UPC: 857692005185

INDIVIDUAL TITLES AND SUBSCRIPTIONS AVAILABLE WITH PPR AND DRL.
TO SUBSCRIBE OR LEARN MORE, contact Maxwell Wolkin
maxwell@ﬁlmmovement.com • 212.941.7744 x211 • ﬁlmmovement.com/libraries

Der Samurai HH

Artsploitation, 79 min., in
German w/English subtitles,
not rated, DVD: $18.99, Bluray: $22.99

Till Kleinert’s film debut can be classified as a
horror movie, albeit decidedly weird. Jakob (Michel
Diercks), a young cop in a small burg in eastern Germany, is constantly being belittled as
a wuss by the local motorcycle toughs. While
he’s out in the nearby woods putting out meat
to lure a wolf that has been bothering the
townsfolk, Jakob encounters a wild-haired
transvestite wearing a silky white gown who
wields a sword like a Japanese master and
is not hesitant about using it on the necks
of people who annoy him. Any notion of
coherent narrative pretty much flies out
the window as Jakob pursues this murderous figure, who may or may not be either a
manifestation of the wolf’s animal urges or
some inexplicable mirror-image of the callow virginal cop, conjured up to force Jakob
to abandon his inhibitions and embrace his
true self. The latter part of the movie will offer some gratification to genre buffs—in the
form of decapitations galore—and there is
one sexually explicit shot that certainly suggests a homoerotic subtext. But even though
it features committed performances along
with a few striking images, Der Samurai ends
up being a bewilderingly feverish fantasy that
poses a lot more questions than it answers.
Not a necessary purchase. (F. Swietek)

The Drop Box HHH1/2

Virgil, 77 min., not rated, DVD:
$19.99

The title of Brian Ivie’s
documentary refers to a
special container created
by Lee Jong-rak, a South
Korean pastor who has taken on an extra role: the care of abandoned
babies. Pastor Lee’s new mission started
on a winter morning when a baby was left
outside of his church. Rather than risk
having other infants freeze to death, Lee
built a heated hatch in which babies could
be safely deposited. The abandonment of
infants stems from a strictly conservative
Korean culture in which the offspring of
unwed mothers, as well as babies born with
disabilities, are viewed with hostility. To
date, Pastor Lee has passed along hundreds
of infants to social services organizations
that have arranged for their adoption by
overseas families (the clergyman is also
raising several on his own). The Drop Box
is a deeply troubling film—the Korean
attitude toward children being blithely
thrown away is hard to comprehend—but
Pastor Lee offers an inspiring embodiment
of the basic tenets of Christian charity and
mercy, along with a subversive challenge
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to his nation’s attitudes towards unwanted
newborns. Highly recommended. (P. Hall)

Eastern Boys HHH

First Run, 128 min., in English,
French, Russian & Ukrainian
w/English subtitles, not rated,
DVD: $27.95

Filmmaker Robin Campillo’s drama, set in polyglot
modern Paris, centers on
the Gare du Nord railway terminal—a major
crossroads for France—where a gang of rather
thuggish “undocumented” migrants from
former Warsaw Pact nations gather to run
various scams. One of the younger affiliates,
Marek (Kirill Emelyanov) is a Ukraine war refugee turned male prostitute. Daniel (Olivier
Rabourdin), a middle-aged, affluent Paris homosexual, arranges a rendezvous with Marek,
but is robbed and humiliated by the rest of the
gang, who party in his high-rise while looting
his possessions. Remarkably, Daniel continues
his love affair with the Ukrainian boy, teaching Marek to speak French and hosting him
in his flat. The rest of the gang doesn’t like
the arrangement—especially their Russian
“boss.” A subtle character study focusing on
the have-nots and outsiders in French society,
this is recommended. (C. Cassady)

Entourage HH

Warner, 120 min., R, DVD:
$28.98, Blu-ray/DVD Combo:
$44.95, Sept. 29

Viewers who were enthralled by the eight-season
run of Entourage on HBO
will likely be drawn to this
movie, a hedonistic Hollywood fantasy
parodying the decadence and outrageous
excesses of the entertainment industry. The
film centers on movie star Vincent Chase
(Adrian Grenier); his clueless half-brother,
Johnny Drama (Kevin Dillon); and their
buddies: superagent Ari (Jeremy Piven), pizza
boy-turned-manager Eric (Kevin Connolly),
and driver-turned-tequila mogul Turtle (Jerry
Ferrara). The plot picks up where the series
ended, as the guys join Vince and a bevy of
bikini-clad babes aboard his luxury yacht
after his days-long marriage goes kaput. A
newly-appointed head-of-production at a major studio, Ari wants Vince to star in Hyde, but
Vince also wants to direct. Six months later
and $15 million over budget, Vince still hasn’t
finished the film. A search for more money
brings them to Texas oil billionaire Larsen
McCreadle (Billy Bob Thornton) and his
spoiled son, Travis (Haley Joel Osment), with
the latter eager to visit Hollywood and bed
model/actress Emily Ratajkowsi. Meanwhile,
Sloan (Emmanuelle Chriqui) is pregnant with
Eric’s baby, Ari and his wife (Perrey Reeves) are
in therapy, Turtle has become involved with
MMA/UFC champion Ronda Rousey, and
Drama’s in crisis because his X-rated home
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video has been leaked online. On TV, the
half-hour show zipped by, but director Doug
Ellin’s two-hour bromance drags, despite 50plus celebrity cameos. Optional. (S. Granger)

Escobar: Paradise Lost
HH

Anchor Bay, 120 min., R, DVD:
$22.98, Blu-ray: $26.99, Oct. 6

Veteran Italian actor Andrea di Stefano makes his
directorial debut with this
thriller centering on Nick
( Josh Hutcherson), a Canadian surfing
instructor who becomes involved with infamous Colombian drug lord Pablo Escobar
(Benicio del Toro). The story opens in 1991,
with Escobar about to go to prison. Before
surrendering, Escobar decides to hide his
fortune, giving Nick a 9mm gun along with
detailed instructions on how to stash the loot
in a cave and kill the guide who has been
enlisted to help. Flashbacks reveal that Nick
was riding the waves of Medellin’s beaches
with his brother (Brady Corbet) when he met
vivacious, idealistic Maria (Claudia Traisac),
Escobar’s favorite niece. After being flown
to Escobar’s sprawling jungle hacienda for
a lavish celebration, Nick discovers that the
then-popular politician has renovated a
health clinic for the poor. When he naively
inquires how Uncle Pablo got rich, Maria
answers, “Cocaine!”—going on to explain
that people in this tropical region have been
chewing coca leaves for centuries and Uncle
Pablo is just “exporting the national product.” But it’s not that simple. When Nick is
assaulted, Uncle Escobar promptly “takes care
of it”—the thugs are murdered, and left hanging by their feet from a tree. Even after Nick
marries Maria and is absorbed into Escobar’s
powerful web of deception and intrigue, he
doesn’t seem to realize what’s happening until Colombia’s Minister of Justice is viciously
assassinated and Escobar goes on the run.
Unfortunately, this unfocused melodrama is
more about Nick than the far more interesting
Escobar. Optional. (S. Granger)

Far From the Madding
Crowd HH1/2

Fox, 119 min., PG-13, DVD:
$29.98, Blu-ray: $39.99

Danish director Thomas
Vinterberg’s beautifully
lensed adaptation of Thomas Hardy’s classic 19th-century novel centers on defiantly independent,
free-spirited Bathsheba Everdene (Carey Mulligan), whose innate dignity is diminished by
selfish ambition and her smirking, impetuous
thoughtlessness. On a small farm in southwest England, Bathsheba discovers that she’s
inherited her uncle’s vast estate, a turn of
events that makes her the reluctant recipient
of three marriage proposals. The first is from
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rugged shepherd Gabriel Oaks (Matthias
Schoenaerts), who becomes her moral compass and whose name denotes strength and
stability. Second is her wealthy, honorable,
middle-aged neighbor, William Boldwood
(Michael Sheen), who offers her financial
security—with poignant persistence. Last
(and least appealing) is mercurial Sgt. Frank
Troy (Tom Sturridge), a charming cad whom
Bathsheba recklessly marries, a decision that
she immediately regrets. This melodramatic
version, which unfortunately eliminates
much essential character development, pales
in comparison with John Schlesinger’s 1967
film starring Julie Christie. But while less
effective dramatically, this is lovely to look
at with its sheep-dipping, hay-stacking, and
windswept moors. A strong optional purchase. (S. Granger)

Flamenco, Flamenco
HHH1/2

Music Box, 97 min., in Spanish
w/English subtitles, not rated,
DVD: $29.95, Blu-ray: $34.95

For decades, Carlos Saura
(Blood Wedding, Carmen)
has been making rapturous
films highlighting his passion for the music
and dance traditions (particularly flamenco)
of his native Spain. Flamenco, Flamenco—a

sequel of sorts to the director’s 1995 Flamenco—pulls out all the stops, serving up a
gorgeous and mysterious work of cinematic
magic, theatrical effects, and rich emotion
expressed in song and movement. Using a
concept involving layered rows of dancethemed paintings that inspire moody staging,
Saura creates a series of atmospheric tableaux
against which musicians and dancers perform with feverish intensity. Opening with
a plaintive rumba, the film continues with
an unbroken succession of numbers that are
alternately erotic, humbling, inspiring, and
suggestive of different eras in Spain’s history.
Highlights include dancer Eva Yerbabuena’s
performance of “Soléa” featuring background light that slowly shifts from dawn to
night sky, and six women dancers garbed as
monks dancing to José Enrique de la Vega’s
“Oración a la Virgen Macarena.” Beautifully
filmed by Oscar-winning cinematographer
Vittorio Storaro, this is highly recommended.
(T. Keogh)

Folsom Forever HHH1/2

Breaking Glass, 72 min., not rated, DVD: $17.99

What begins as a voyeuristic peek at
the annual Folsom Street Fair in San Francisco—lots of leather, bondage, and nudity
mixing it up with outdoor concerts and activists touting safe sex and more—quickly

turns into a fascinating
histor y of the gay-andle at he r c om mu n it y i n
the city’s South of Market
neighborhood in filmmaker Mike Skiff’s eye-opening
documentary. In the early
1950s, the area was declared blighted, and longtime tenants and
rundown buildings were removed in order
to build office towers and the like. But some
of the older structures remained—unused
and unoccupied—and enterprising businesses saw an opportunity to establish bars
and clubs for San Francisco’s burgeoning
gay population. “Masculine-identifying”
gays (as opposed to the effeminate stereotype), who had adopted certain symbols of
American male culture (motorcycle garb, for
instance), found a place here, and over the
years the scene evolved into a bacchanalian
free-for-all. Until, that is, HIV and AIDS
began destroying the community starting
in the 1980s, and redevelopment once again
began changing the landscape. Against this
backdrop, the Folsom Street Fair (modeled
on the Castro Street Fair co-created by Harvey Milk) was born, a new event celebrating
both old and new South of Market traditions. Reaching beyond the festival to tell
a much larger story that sheds light on an

THE CHAMBERMAID
Lynn, a shy hotel maid, hides under the
guests’ beds to live vicariously through
them until one day she encounters a
dominatrix who mentors her in the
ways of intimacy.
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UPC: 857692005154

THE LESSON
In this stunning existentialist crime film,
an honest elementary school teacher’s
morality is turned upside down when
she takes drastic measures to stop the
foreclosure of her home.
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interesting chapter of U.S. gay history, this
is highly recommended. (T. Keogh)

Furious 7 HH1/2

Universal, 138 min., PG-13,
DVD: $29.98, Blu-ray/DVD
Combo: $34.98, Sept. 15

Paul Walker was making
this muscle-car melodrama
when he tragically died in
a fiery car crash in November 2013. In the aftermath, the filmmakers
scrambled to rework the concept, ultimately
using CGI effects and stand-ins (including
Walker’s brothers Cody and Caleb), along
with unused footage from previous films, to
substitute for Walker. In this seventh entry
in the franchise, Dom (Vin Diesel), Brian
(Walker), and their underground street-racing crew (Chris “Ludacris” Bridges, Tyrese
Gibson, and Michelle Rodriguez) are trying
to rebuild their lives when vengeance-seeking
mercenary Deckard Shaw (Jason Statham)
arrives in Los Angeles to settle a score. A mysterious government operative (Kurt Russell)
is searching for the programmer (Nathalie
Emmanuel) of a computer surveillance system known as the “God’s Eye.” Along with
lawman Luke Hobbs (Dwayne Johnson), the
agent proposes that if the team helps find the
terrorist kidnapper (Djimon Hounsou), they
can then use the device to track down Shaw.
So off they globe-trot to London, Tokyo,
Azerbaijan, the Caucasus Mountains, Abu
Dhabi, and the Dominican Republic, before
returning to Southern California and revving
up for the predictable climax in this action
extravaganza punctuated with thundering
hard rock and bikini-clad babes. Director
James Wan doesn’t stint on the violent collisions or gravity-defying stunts, but this
popular series has grown overly familiar. A
strong optional purchase. (S. Granger)

Gangs of Wasseypur
HHH

Cinelicious Pics, 317 min., in
Hindi w/English subtitles, not
rated, Blu-ray: $39.95

A crime epic that spans
seven decades and three
generations, Gangs of Wasseypur has been described as India’s The Godfather saga. Inspired
by a true story, the film covers the conflict
between two crime families—one steps in
to take charge (and make a fortune in graft
and protection) after the British leave in the
wake of India’s independence, while the other
tries to battle its way into power—that leads
up to an inevitable bloodbath, in which the
sons and grandsons of the original crime
godfathers bring the family feud to a violent
close. This is technically a Bollywood musical—featuring 25 original songs—only here
the characters do not break into song and
dance (instead, the music plays as accompaniment or commentary), and the story has no
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florid romantic complications. Director Anurag Kashyap uses typical Bollywood bright
colors while creating a world that burns with
injustice, inequity, and anger. The violence
is largely underplayed during the first half,
but the environment is brutal, as the poor
either accept their lot or turn to crime. In
the second half, the tension between the two
clans finally explodes into bloody gang war.
A two-parter that runs nearly five-and-a-half
hours, this compelling epic (Martin Scorsese
is a fan) is recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Gemma Bovery HHH

Music Box, 99 min., R, DVD:
$29.95, Blu-ray: $34.95, Sept. 1

Tamara Drewe, Posy Simmonds’s spoof comic-strip
updating of Thomas Hardy’s
Far from the Madding Crowd,
was adapted for the screen
to amusing effect by Stephen Frears. Anne
Fontaine’s version of Simmonds’s 1999 riff on
Gustave Flaubert’s Madame Bovary is equally
engaging. British Gemma Bovery (Gemma
Arterton) comes to live in present-day Normandy with her husband. Their neighbor,
local baker and Flaubert devotee Joubert
(Fabrice Luchini), is struck by the similarity of
the couple’s names to the unhappy Bovarys.
Joubert watches the pair intently, obsessed
with the notion that they will suffer the same
tragic fate and even concerned that his own
fascination will bring the disaster about—a
prospect that seems increasingly probable
when events start mimicking those in the
book, as Gemma enters an affair with a
handsome aristocrat and is visited by a former
lover. Observing what’s happening with a
mixture of satisfaction and horror, Joubert
repeatedly intervenes to prevent what he
fears will be imminent catastrophe. Although
Arterton is the nominal star, the film’s greatest asset is Luchini, who gives a sly and subtle
performance as a man on the outside peering
in—a figure whose perspective becomes our
own. Recommended. (F. Swietek)

Glen Campbell…I’ll Be
Me HHH
Virgil, 116 min., PG, DVD:
$19.99, Sept. 1

Filmmaker James Keach,
who produced the Johnny
Cash bio-pic Walk the Line,
assumes that viewers already
have some familiarity with singer-songwriterguitarist Glen Campbell, since he focuses
on 2011 when the 75-year-old first receives
a diagnosis of Alzheimer’s disease. In the informative, if stagy opener, Campbell watches
home movies with his wife, Kim, who
identifies the participants, since he doesn’t
recognize any of his children or ex-wives.
With the new album Ghost on the Canvas on
the way, Kim decides that they should go
public with his condition and embark on
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a farewell tour. Campbell can still sing and
play, but associates and relatives—including
his kids (who play in his band) Cal, Ashley,
and Shannon—have to help him with almost
everything else. The fi rst part of the tour,
which includes an appearance on The Tonight
Show, goes well. Although Campbell forgets
lyrics in Nashville due to a teleprompter
malfunction, he handles the situation with
humor. The documentary then backtracks to
Campbell’s long career as a session musician,
solo star, and TV host, before returning to
the tour in 2012 as Campbell’s performances
are starting to suffer. Wanting him to go out
on top, the team draws things to a close.
Throughout the film, various collaborators,
including songwriter Jimmy Webb (“Wichita
Lineman”) and fans, such as Keith Urban,
pay their respects. Offering a moving look
at a music icon’s courageous battle with a
debilitating disease that cries out for more
research and a cure, this is recommended.
(K. Fennessy)

Goodbye to All That
HHH

MPI, 86 min., not rated, DVD:
$24.98

Paul Schneider stars as
married father Otto, who
takes much for granted in
this enjoyably quirky comedy-drama. Otto simply assumes that all is
well with his family, health, and general
well-being—despite numerous signs that it’s
all a façade. His world comes crashing down
when his wife, Annie (Melanie Lynskey), has
an affair and subsequently asks Otto for a
divorce. Writer-director Angus MacLachlan
explores the journey of a man who doesn’t
recognize his own emotional stasis but finds
himself thrown unexpectedly into the deep
end of the pool, where he must discover his
real feelings, as well as his responsibilities
toward his young daughter (Audrey Scott).
Much of the film is a comic cycle involving
Otto’s return to the dating scene, featuring
hook-ups with some wacky ladies, including a
devout Christian who eroticizes her guilt, and
a former flame (Heather Lawless) who might
have room in her life for an old beau. As romcoms go, this one has an added measure of
nuance. Recommended. (T. Keogh)

An Honest Liar HHH

Film Flam Films (www.
anhonestliar.com), 93 min., not
rated, DVD: $14.99, Blu-ray:
$19.99

James “The Amazing”
Randi is a master magician and escape artist
who has been compared to his idol Harry
Houdini—a not unwarranted claim based on
the archival footage of his performances and
TV appearances (with Johnny Carson, among
others) seen in this engaging documentary
by Justin Weinstein and Tyler Measom. Randi

S E P T E M B E R / O C T O B E R

2 0 1 5

also shares with the legendary prestidigitator
a determination to unmask frauds who try
to fleece gullible people with their supposed
mystical powers. An Honest Liar covers an
elaborate hoax that Randi contrived with a
young man named José Alvarez in order to
expose so-called channelers in Australia, and
another involving two students under his
tutelage who fooled researchers in parapsychology at Stanford. Also featured are Randi’s
unveiling of the fraud perpetrated by Peter
Popoff, a televangelist who claimed to be a
faith-healer, and his lengthy feud with Uri
Geller, whose exhibitions of telekinetic abilities Randi dismissed as sheer hooey (Geller
himself is interviewed here, as are fans Penn
Jillette and Bill Nye). During the last reel,
however, the documentary turns to a case of
deception involving Randi and Alvarez (his
partner for many years) that will take both
men to court, leading to a revelatory twist.
A fine and ultimately touching portrait of a
man who’s devoted his life to fooling people
through trickery and exposing those who
claim to be the real article, this is recommended. [Note: this is also available from
Tugg (http://licenses.tugg.com) with public
performance rights for $200 for public libraries and $495 for colleges and universities.]
(F. Swietek)

Horsehead HH

Artsploitation Films, 89 min.,
not rated, DVD: $18.99, Bluray: $22.99

Conceived under the
working title Fever—which
is much more apt—French
director Romain Basset
serves up oodles of surreal horror imagery
in seeming tribute to yesteryear’s hallucinatory Italian “giallo” cinema, exemplified by
cult-darling directors Dario Argento, Lucio
Fulci, and Michele Soavi (only with even less
of a plot, if that’s possible). A grandmother’s
funeral compels sylph-like Jessica (Lilly-Fleur
Pointeaux) to reluctantly return to her family
home and an uncomfortable reunion with
her mother (vet Euro-shock actress Catriona
MacColl). A disciple of “lucid dreaming,”
Jessica suffers repeated nightmares of a horseheaded apparition (obviously inspired by
Fuseli’s painting “The Nightmare”) and she
flashes back to her female ancestor’s involvement in an occult-fertility ceremony. Is Jessica
Destined to Give Birth to the Anti-Christ? Or
maybe she just doesn’t get along with mom.
Much ado about very little, this style-oversubstance horror flick is an optional purchase.
(C. Cassady)

Hot Pursuit H

Warner, 87 min., PG-13, DVD: $28.98, Blu-ray/
DVD Combo: $35.99

Petite Reese Witherspoon and statuesque
Sofia Vergara—both beautiful, gifted comediennes—waste their energy and talent in
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this vacuous odd couplecomedy. Uptight, overlyeager Officer Rose Cooper
(Witherspoon) is a by-thebook, second-generation
San Antonio cop who gets
her first chance in the field
after she impulsively tasers
the mayor’s unarmed teenage son when he
yells, “I got shotgun,” claiming dibs on the
front passenger seat of a car. She’s assigned to
escort feisty Danielle Riva (Vergara)—a sassy,
soon-to-be-widowed wife of a Colombian
drug dealer—to court in Dallas to testify in
front of a grand jury against a major drug
kingpin. But before they can embark, two
different sets of assassins appear: gun-toting
mobsters and crooked cops. So the women
“borrow” a nearby convertible and take
off (leading to a Texas APB issued for their
capture)—going on-the-lam with some questionable “baking powder” in the trunk of the
car. Sluggishly directed by Anne Fletcher, Hot
Pursuit is lame, tedious, and utterly contrived.
Not recommended. (S. Granger)

Human Capital HHH

Film Movement, 110 min., in
Italian w/English subtitles, not
rated, DVD: $24.95

The title of Paolo Virzi’s
drama refers to the value
of a life as calculated by
a n insu ra nce compa ny
on the basis of a person’s age and earning
potential—using the hit-and-run death of
a waiter motorcycling home from work as
an example. But it does so not by considering the victim’s circumstances but rather
by turning back the clock to follow the
fortunes of two families involved in the accident as detailed from three perspectives,
each in separate chapters. The first segment
follows the desperate efforts of Dino (Fabrizio Bentivoglio)—whose business is deeply
in debt—to make a quick profit by investing borrowed money in a hedge fund run
by wealthy Giovanni Bernaschi (Fabrizio
Gifuni); when the fund collapses, Dino
is apparently ruined. The second section
centers on Bernaschi’s unhappy wife, Carla
(Valeria Bruni Tedeschi), whose sponsorship
of a theatrical company (she’s also having
an affair with the director) is undercut by
her husband’s financial woes. The final
chapter centers on Dino’s daughter, Serena
(Matilde Gioli), whose relationship with
Bernaschi’s wayward son, Massimiliano
(Guglielmo Pinelli)—the man whose SUV
hit the waiter—is complicated by her attraction to troubled artist Luca (Giovanni
Anzaldo). Although the finale reveals the
complicated circumstances behind the hitand-run, the real emphasis here is on the
cynical expendability of the less fortunate
in the face of riches and power. Essentially a
glossy soap opera about how the privileged
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always survive unscathed, Human Capital is
an intriguing and well-acted film, although
its complex structure seems designed to
make a rather obvious story appear more
sophisticated. Recommended, overall.
(F. Swietek)

I Am Evel Knievel HHH
Virgil, 94 min., not rated,
DVD: $14.99, Blu-ray: $19.99

Another film in director Derik Murray’s I Am...
series of oral-history popbiographies (I Am Bruce
Lee, I Am Steve McQueen,
etc.), I Am Evel Knievel restores some luster
to the legend of quintessential daredevil
Robert “Evel” Knievel (1938-2007). A native of Butte, MT, Knievel moved from
job to job (with intervals of petty crime)
before finding his life’s calling in creating
motorcycle stunt shows, soon becoming a
world phenomenon known for risking his
life and breaking bones (not always his
own). Latter-day admirers (actress Michelle
Rodriguez, chef-author Guy Fieri, musician
Kid Rock), friends (actor Matthew McConaughey), and Knievel’s wives and sons
reflect on the man and his prodigious gift
for generating PR and spending millions
as quickly as he made them. Although the
material sometimes tends to over-think
Knievel (who himself said he didn’t know
what drove him), the film makes a solid
point when a speaker suggests that the
red-white-and-blue-costumed Knievel was
America’s antidote to post-Vietnam/Watergate disillusionment. Knievel also did
his motorcycle jumps on a Harley sans the
tricked-out engineering used by today’s
extreme-sports types. And, yes, one of
the interviewees here is entertainer Bob
Einstein, who spoofed Knievel in his comic
persona of “Super Dave Osborne.” Recommended. (C. Cassady)

If There Be Thorns
HHH

Lionsgate, 90 min., not rated,
DVD: $14.98

The third entry in the
Lifetime-aired adaptations
of V.C. Andrews’s Dollanga nger saga (follow ing
Flowers in the Attic and Petals on the Wind),
filmmaker Nancy Savoca’s If There Be Thorns
ratchets up the crazy as it continues the
story of married brother and sister Cathy
and Chris (Rachael Carpani, Jason Lewis),
who live in incestuous sin along with
Cathy’s unwitting sons: teen ballet dance
star Jory (Jedediah Goodacre) and withdrawn, bullied ‘tween Bart (Mason Cook).
Understandably, the ancestral history has
always been presented as pretty murky, so
Bart is especially shocked when the mysteri-
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ous older lady (Heather Graham, reprising
her role from the first two films) who moves
next door offers a wealth of torrid information, which is magnified by a sinister
butler who gives the boy a family journal.
Encouraged by the strangers, troubled Bart
begins to challenge his parents’ clandestine
world of deceit, violently acting out, while
a shocked Jory tries to keep everything
together. Different from the novel (in order
to fit into a TV movie running time), this
so-horribly-acted-it’s-fun installment in
the guilty-pleasure gothic horror series is
recommended. (J. Williams-Wood)

In the Name of My
Daughter HH1/2

Maysles (his final film will be In Transit)—is
somewhat reminiscent of his 1975 classic
Grey Gardens, which profi led reclusive eccentrics related to Jacqueline Kennedy. Born
Iris Barrel in 1921 in Astoria, Queens, Iris
is the only child of Samuel Barrel, whose
family owned a glass-and-mirror business,
and his wife Sadye, who ran a fashion boutique. After studying art history, Iris worked
for Women’s Wear Daily, interior designer
Elinor Johnston, and illustrator Robert
Goodman. She married Carl Apfel in 1948
and the pair launched the textile fi rm Old
World Weavers. Having no children, the
couple globe-trotted, acquiring an eclectic
collection of exotic souvenirs. Several years

ago, Architectural Digest slyly described their
luxurious Park Avenue apartment as looking
“a little as if the Collyer brothers had moved
in with Madame de Pompadour.” Iris was
involved in the White House interior design
restoration projects of nine presidents, from
Truman to Clinton. Iris—who is famous for
her lament, “There is so much sameness.
I hate it!”— wears enormous owl glasses,
costume jewelry necklaces, and a multitude
of glittering bracelets and clothing adorned
with feathers, prints, and bright colors
(she says that “it’s better to be happy than
well-dressed”). Dispensing wit, charm, and
wisdom, elderly Iris advocates old-fashioned
values and a healthy work ethic: “If you’re
lucky enough to do something you love,

Cohen, 116 min., in French
w/English subtitles, R, DVD:
$24.98, Blu-ray: $34.98, Sept.
22
Based on the memoir One Train Later by guitarist
Andy Summers, this rockumentary tells of the rise
of The Police. From chance encounters with Stewart
Copeland and Sting, through the band’s break up,
Summers shares photos and memories as they
prepare for a massive reunion tour.

Noted fi lmmaker André
Téchiné’s In the Name of
My Daughter dramatizes a sordid episode
in the so-called Nice casino wars of the
1970s. Widow Renée Le Roux (Catherine
Deneuve) runs the Palais de la Méditerranée
on the French Riviera. When her estranged
daughter, Agnès (Adèle Haenel), returns to
demand her inheritance, Renée explains
that all of the family funds are tied up in
the business. The dispute worsens when
Renée refuses to give the job of managing
the casino to Maurice Agnelet (Guillaume
Canet), a lawyer who serves as her chief
advisor. Although he’s a married man with
a mistress, Maurice still takes advantage of
Agnès’s need for affection, encouraging
her to vote with the opposition on the
casino’s board and arrange for its sale to a
rival casino. While this does end up bringing Agnès a tidy sum, Maurice juggles the
accounts so that he will be in charge of
it. Maurice’s interest in Agnès suddenly
decreases, and she eventually attempts
suicide and then disappears, never to be
seen again. All of this is told as a flashback
sandwiched between scenes set in 2006,
when the aged Renée fi nally persuades the
French authorities to put Maurice on trial
for murder. While this is a fairly interesting
case, Téchiné is less interested in the legal
process than in the interplay among the
characters. The result is a lurid fact-based
story that is told in an oddly understated,
reticent way, when a touch of sensationalism might have helped. A strong optional
purchase. (F. Swietek)

Iris HHH

Magnolia, 80 min., PG-13,
DVD: $26.98, Blu-ray: $29.98

T h is splashy, st yl ish
cinematic portrait of indom it able 93 -ye a r- old
Ma nhat ta n fashionista
Iris Apfel—the penultimate fi lm from late documentarian Albert
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DVD $24.95 / UPC 8813941118829
BLU $29.95 / UPC 881394120327
PPR $150

Dusty’s Trail: Summit of Borneo chronicles the life
of Dusty, who was born with Duchenne muscular
dystrophy, and the remarkable journey his family
and worldwide supporters take to the top of Mt.
Kinabalu on Borneo to raise awareness for the
disease.
DVD $19.95 / PPR $150 / UPC 881394120723

This intimate documentary provides an inside look at
the devastating effects of the first atomic bomb ever
used as depicted through heart-wrenching testimonials
from survivors and computer recreations of the city and
its way of life.
DVD $19.95 / PPR $150 / UPC 881394120525

Diana DeGarmo (American Idol) stars as Frankie, a head
strong, struggling rock musician. When Nicolette, the
daughter of the new mafia don, takes an interest in her
and The Altos band, it triggers a cascade of romantically
entwined events.
DVD $19.95 / PPR $150 / UPC 881394120624

Cinema Libre Studio is a leader in the production and distribution of award-winning narratives and social issue films. Since 2003, the studio has released
over 180 titles and remains at the forefront of the independent film movement, providing the expertise and relationships that filmmakers need to find their global audience.

www.CinemaLibreStudio.com
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everything else follows.” Recommended.
(S. Granger)

Know How HHH

First Run, 106 min., not rated,
DVD: $24.95

Minorit y youth from
New York foster care wrote
and performed this musical
based on their own lives—a
polished production built
around unvarnished narratives (featuring
violence and strong language). The kids talk
to each other as they go through their days,
but at any time their dialogue can turn into
R&B and hip-hop numbers. They also ride
subways, attend classes, and comfort each
other when things are rough. After Megan
(Claribelle Pagan) tells a teacher that a relative molested her, Child Protective Services
removes her and her sister from their home,
and she winds up in a treatment center where
she becomes the victim of bullying. CPS also
takes Eva (Gabrielle Garcia) when her dad’s
crack habit comes to light. Addie (Niquana
Clark, the film’s strongest performer) has
been living with her aunt since the death of
her mother. The aunt criticizes everything
about her niece, including her intelligence, so
Addie sets out to prove her wrong, and when
she applies herself, her grades improve (although her attitude doesn’t). Marie (Ebonee
Simpson) ends up in a group home after her
grandmother dies, and when that doesn’t
work out, she stays with Addie. And homeless
Austin (Gilbert Howard) lifts wallets for food
money, although after a violent altercation
with drug dealers, he decides it’s time for a
change. The acting and singing vary in quality, but first-time director Juan Carlos Piñeiro
Escoriaza ties it all together skillfully in this
film that features some genuinely touching
moments. Recommended. (K. Fennessy)

Kumiko, the Treasure
Hunter HHH
Anchor Bay, 104 min., not
rated, Blu-ray: $34.99

In the early 2000s, an urban legend circulated about
a young Japanese woman
who watched the film Fargo and then travelled to Minnesota to search for the treasure
buried in the snow. In director David Zellner’s
fleshed-out tale, Rinko Kikuchi stars as
Kumiko, a depressed, disconnected “office
lady” living in a fantasy world of puzzles
and treasure hunt games, who becomes
convinced that Fargo is a true story. She uses
the company credit card to finance a trip to
Minnesota and heads into the Midwest winter
in search of the buried cash, meeting a succession of odd but compassionate folks who
attempt to help her out and even clear up her
belief about the authenticity of Fargo—which
only makes her more determined to protect
her fantasy from the harsh light of reality.
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Although this film has no direct connection
to the Coen Brothers’ contemporary classic,
it shares the latter’s offbeat sensibility, sense
of humor, low-key style (emphasizing the
endless white fields of snow-covered plains),
and cast of eccentric characters. But while
the Coens’ brand of satire also sometimes
carries a cynical attitude, Zellner embraces
the quirks of his characters without ridicule.
Funny, sweet, and engaging, this is recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Kung Fu Killer HHH

Well Go USA, 101 min., in
Cantonese w/English subtitles,
not rated, DVD: $24.98, Bluray: $29.98

With a supporting cast
of Hong Kong action-film
legends (including iconic
producer Sir Raymond Chow), director Teddy
Chen’s Kung Fu Killer aims to be some sort
of ultimate tribute flick to A- and B- and
C-level chopsocky actioners, although the
earnest approach here largely steers clear of
the smirky, ironic self-consciousness that a
Western pastiche might carry. Jailed for unintentionally killing an opponent, kung-fu
master Hahou Mo (Donnie Yen) informs the
authorities that he can profile the nameless
culprit in a red-hot case: a limping serial
killer (Wang Baoqiang) who is methodically
murdering former martial-arts contenders in
Hong Kong—using their own most renowned
techniques. As the action progresses, it becomes clear that Mo knows more than he’s
telling. Brutal, imaginatively staged fight
scenes are the film’s raison d’être and they do
not disappoint; one particularly visual example is staged on a giant replica of a human
skeleton. Recommended. (C. Cassady)

Lambert and Stamp
HHH1/2
Sony, 118 min., R, DVD:
$30.99, Blu-ray: $34.99

Filmmaker James D. Cooper’s Lambert and Stamp is a
first-rate music documentary about The Who, serving
up a dazzling collage of archival material and
exceptionally revealing interviews while also
offering a perceptive and ultimately quite
moving tribute to an extraordinary man who
was a major player in the group’s success—despite the fact that he never appeared onstage.
That figure was Kit Lambert, an aspiring
filmmaker who, together with Chris Stamp
(brother of actor Terence), decided in 1964 to
pursue an unusual project: they would manage a rock band and record their rise on celluloid. The project resulted in reams of film,
which Cooper supplements with a stream of
evocative black-and-white footage that not
only focuses on the band, but also on the
milieu of the Swinging Sixties. Stamp here
reveals a good deal about himself, but his
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major emphasis is on Lambert, the Oxfordeducated swell who was the son of a classical
composer and conductor, and an openly gay
man at a time when homosexuality was still a
crime in England. It was Lambert who found
the band and was instrumental in their success, as attested by Pete Townshend and Roger
Daltrey, the group’s surviving members, who
also offer reminiscences about bassist John
Entwistle and drummer Keith Moon—but
the focus inevitably comes back to Lambert
and how he nurtured Townshend’s musical
talent. Lambert would play a key role in the
creation of The Who’s monumental rock
opera Tommy, but a subsequent dispute would
end their relationship and Lambert would
enter a period of decline. An intriguing portrait of a man who helped shape the sound
of one of rock’s greatest bands, this is highly
recommended. (F. Swietek)

Little Boy H1/2

Universal, 107 min., PG-13,
DVD: $29.98, Blu-ray/DVD
Combo: $34.98

The title of this World
War II fable refers to the code
name for one of the atomic
bombs that was dropped on
Hiroshima in 1945, although it also points to
the film’s protagonist: Pepper (Jakob Salvati),
a kid who is so short that the town doctor is
considering a diagnosis of dwarfism. Bullied
mercilessly, Pepper has constant support from
his dad, with whom he shares boys’ adventures gleaned from comic books and movie
serials. But when his father is shipped off to
war and goes MIA, Pepper grows increasingly
depressed until one of his movie heroes, a
magician turned crime-fighter, supposedly
endows him with the power to move objects
at will, which he uses to try to bring his dad
home. The kindly parish priest tells Pepper
that the real power lies with God, and Pepper
must move Him by performing charitable
acts, most notably befriending Hashimoto
(Cary-Hiroyuki Tagawa), the only JapaneseAmerican person in town and the target of
racist hatred. Much of the film is devoted to
the budding relationship between Pepper
and Hashimoto, who helps the boy fulfill the
works of mercy that the priest has assigned. As
a religious parable, Little Boy is pretty nutty;
as a movie it’s a different sort of bomb, terribly earnest but also earnestly terrible. Not
recommended. (F. Swietek)

Love & Mercy HH1/2

Lionsgate, 103 min., PG-13,
DVD: $19.98, Blu-ray: $24.99,
Sept. 15

Filmmaker Bill Pohlad’s
eclectic, unconventional
biopic of Brian Wilson, cofounder of the Beach Boys,
features two stars playing Wilson. Paul Dano
is the younger California singer-songwrit-
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New Releases From

OSCILLOSCOPE
LABORATORIES

STREET 9/29/2015
FÉLIX AND MEIRA is an unconventional love
story between two people living vastly
different lives. Meira, a young Hasidic wife
and mother unhappy in her life, and Félix,
a man lost in mourning the recent death of
his father, unexpectedly meet in
Montrealʼs Mile End district.

CAT # OSC-060
UPC- 857490005110
SRP: $34.99

CAT # OSC-065
UPC- 857490005158
SRP: $34.99

CAT # OSC-064
UPC- 857490005141
SRP: $34.99

"A movie to treasure.
One is reminded of
The Bicycle Theif.”
- Roger Ebert, Chicago Sun-Times

"Anybody who doesn’t

appreciate the spirit

captured in Jamel Shabazz’s
photographs doesn’t
get New York.”
- New York Times

David Riker’s critically acclaimed
feature film debut is a moving tribute to the
struggles and hopes of Latin American
immigrants in New York City.

STREET 10/13/2015

www.oscilloscope.net

STREET 10/27/2015

er—a troubled solitary genius who churned
out pop teen hits such as “Surfin’ USA,”
“Fun, Fun, Fun,” “I Get Around,” and “Good
Vibrations” in the 1960s, while also engaging in pharmaceutical experimentation and
battling his abusive father/onetime manager
(Bill Camp). John Cusack costars as an older
Wilson, a despondent, lethargic, over-medicated adult in the 1980s, who buys a Cadillac
from beautiful blonde ex-model/saleswoman
Melinda Ledbetter (Elizabeth Banks), his wifeto-be. To her chagrin, Melinda discovers that
Wilson’s life was being literally manipulated
and controlled by his creepy, tyrannical therapist/legal guardian (Paul Giamatti). Studded
with heavy-handed metaphors, the timeline
jumps back and forth, which is jarring since
the two actors playing Wilson don’t resemble
one another. The most memorable scenes
here capture Wilson’s artistic process, such as
obsessively working on 1966’s kaleidoscopic
Pet Sounds album in experimental recording
sessions with Wrecking Crew musicians. It’s
obvious from the closing credits that this
discordant, deferentially sanitized project
was made with the complete cooperation of
Brian and Melinda Wilson. A strong optional
purchase. (S. Granger)

Love at First Fight
HHH

Strand, 98 min., in French
w/English subtitles, not rated,
DVD: $27.99, Sept. 8

This French dramedy
sheds light on the current
European economic climate
through the acerbic words and desperate
actions of frustrated young middle-class
adults. Director Thomas Cailley’s Love at First
Fight is set in a typical French suburb, where
twentysomething woodworker Arnaud (Kévin
Azaïs) toils on a variety of construction jobs
with his demanding partner and brother. By
chance, Arnaud finds himself caught up in
a group wrestling match organized by local
army recruiters who are trying to get their
mitts on some young directionless cannon
fodder. Arnaud squares off against tough but
attractive tomboy Madeleine (Adèle Haenel),
who puts him in a chokehold until he bites
her. Madeleine is a well-educated but drifting
loner with no goals in life except preparing
for Armageddon—and Arnaud is clearly
captivated. After numerous rejections from
Madeleine, determined Arnaud finally decides
to join her in a war games camp sponsored by
the French Armed Forces. And here a major
shift in the relationship begins as the film
segues from a rom-com to one that tackles
more darkly serious and dystopian themes.
Recommended. (M. Sandlin)

Mad Max: Fury Road HHH1/2

Warner, 120 min., R, DVD: $29.98, Blu-ray/DVD
Combo: $44.95, Sept. 1

Writer-director George Miller’s post-apoca-
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lyptic action-adventure film
delivers an outrageously relentless adrenaline rush. Excop Max Rockatansky (Tom
Hardy) is the titular hero in
a toxic, dystopian wasteland, but Charlize Theron
here delivers a powerhouse
performance as Imperator Furiosa, the most
exciting sci-fi protagonist since Ellen Ripley
from Alien. What initially looks like a testosterone-fueled escape film is actually a badass
feminist action flick in which men do the
damage but women restore humanity (Miller
recruited playwright Eve Ensler, author of
The Vagina Monologues, to help authenticate
his depiction of vulnerable, abused women).
Furiosa is a War Rig operator determined to
rescue the tyrannical Immortan Joe’s (Hugh
Keays-Byrne) prized Five Wives (Rosie Huntington-Whiteley, Riley Keough, Zoe Kravitz,
Abbey Lee, and Courtney Eaton). The women
have been enslaved to breed and provide
breast milk to the white-painted, tattooed
troops, aka War Boys (including Nicholas
Hoult). Since both Max and Furiosa are being
pursued by Joe and his crazed son, Corpus
Colossus (Quentin Kenihan), the pair reluctantly team up for mutual survival, battling
the Gas Town thugs and Bullet Farmer gang,
along with the underground Buzzard tribe
and the stealthy Rock Riders. Marking a glorious return to the franchise for Miller—who
created the iconic Mad Max in 1979, which
catapulted Mel Gibson to stardom—this is
highly recommended. (S. Granger)

Madame Bovary HH

Alchemy, 118 min., R, DVD:
$19.99, Blu-ray: $24.99

Gustave Flaubert’s classic 19th-century novel has
been filmed by Jean Renoir,
Claude Chabrol, and Vincente Minnelli. In Sophie
Barthes’ new version, Mia Wasikowska stars
as the titular ambitious wife of a country
doctor, a woman who swallows arsenic,
after which her story is told in flashbacks.
Completing her convent education, young
Emma is immediately betrothed to Charles
Bovary (Henry Lloyd-Hughes), a tediously
dull, provincial physician in a Normandy
village. Although she tries to be dutiful,
social-climbing Emma is the original dissatisfied, desperate housewife. Seeking
amorous adventure, she impulsively engages
in consecutive adulterous affairs, starting
with the Marquis (Logan Marshall-Green),
a wealthy nobleman, and followed by Leon
(Ezra Miller), a law clerk and former neighbor.
While the pharmacist, Monsieur Homais
(Paul Giamatti), is pompous, the sleaziest of
all is sly merchant Monsieur Lheureaux (Rhys
Ifans), who sells shopaholic Emma extravagant dresses on credit and then humiliates
her when she attempts to prostitute herself
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to pay for her purchases. Madame Bovary
effectively chronicles a time when women
were virtually trapped—unable to work and
denied divorce. But delicate, twentysomething Wasikowska seems too immature and
lacks the essential, pervasive sexuality that
drives flawed-but-fascinating Emma Bovary.
Superficially faithful, but quickly forgettable,
this is an optional purchase. (S. Granger)

Maggie HHH

Lionsgate, 95 min., PG-13,
DVD or Blu-ray: $19.98

The word “zombie” is
never spoken in Maggie but
that’s exactly what Maggie
(Abigail Breslin), the teenage daughter of a Midwest
farmer (Arnold Schwarzenegger, in an
uncharacteristic role), is becoming. In this
alternate American history, a plague turns
hundreds of thousands of people into ravenous, mindless creatures that infect every
person they bite. This is the zombie thriller
as disease drama, somber and shadowy and
heavy with the doomed atmosphere of a
devastated landscape in the aftermath of
what appears to have been a near-apocalyptic battle. And it is centered on the parental
instinct to protect family at all costs, as
survivors have a hard time separating the
person from the monster their loved ones
have become. That’s not exactly a radical
twist on the zombie genre—movies and TV
shows have been exploring this dynamic
for years—but this is the first one to make
it the focus and underplay the spectacle of
violence and gore. Breslin is very good as the
teenager tormented by the death sentence of
her infection and terrified of the inhuman
quarantine where the infected are locked up
as the affliction progresses. Schwarzenegger
delivers an earnest (if limited) performance
as the helpless father, making a game effort
to expand his repertoire beyond action
and comedy. It’s a wholly admirable effort
that results in a fine film. Recommended.
(S. Axmaker)

Magician: The
Astonishing Life &
Work of Orson Welles
HHH1/2

Cohen, 94 min., PG-13, DVD:
$24.98, Blu-ray: $34.98

Directed by Chuck Workman, this tour through the life, legend,
and career of Orson Welles offers a superb
introduction that focuses on Welles’s creative
achievements. Workman brings elegance and
visual musicality to his work (he’s known
for his montages for the Academy Awards
ceremonies), with nearly breathless editing
that sweeps viewers through a tapestry of
film clips (many of them rare), along with
new and archival interviews with biogra-
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phers, critics, collaborators, and Welles’s
daughters. Magician challenges the tired
cliché that Welles was a “failed” filmmaker,
instead presenting a restless artist who
never stopped exploring and engaging with
cinema even when the industry turned its
back on him. The fi lm features a generous
sampling of clips with Welles talking about
his work and career that lend insight into
his personality as both a person and an
artist. Magician also incorporates audio
clips of Welles’s radio work, newsreel footage and stills from stage productions, and
rarely-seen clips from unfi nished fi lms. A
compelling tribute to one of the greatest
artists ever to make movies, this is highly
recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Marfa Girl H

Breaking Glass, 106 min., not
rated, DVD: $21.99

Infuriatingly undisciplined and often just plain
creepy in its voyeuristic
fetishism over teen sex,
Marfa Girl is the latest disaster from Larry Clark, the controversial
fi lmmaker whose 1995 Kids featured multiple scenes centering on adolescent sex.
Kids had something of a unifying point:
namely, the meat-market mentality of its

male characters, who dehumanized girls
while also endangering them (and themselves) during a time of rampant HIV. Marfa
Girl, unfortunately, falls many degrees
below the low standard set by Kids. Taking
place in the titular tiny Texas town on the
U.S.-Mexico border, the film follows the
bed-hopping adventures of several young
people—including the film’s 16-year-old
central character (Adam Mediano)—as
they play music, ride skateboards, and talk
about art, dogs, and therapy—all without
any meaningful purpose. Clark’s piecemeal
approach to narrative has one redeeming
element—the film’s darkest and mostly
whole-cloth villain, a psychopathic border
guard (Jeremy St. James) with a porn habit
and an urge to rape. But the fi lmmaker’s
continuing penchant for filming naked
teen characters in bed from multiple
angles is disturbing. Not recommended.
(T. Keogh)

A Master Builder HHH
Criterion, 127 min., not rated,
DVD: $29.95, Blu-ray: $39.95

Based on the titular play
by Henrik Ibsen and the
stage production directed by
André Gregory from a translation by Wallace Shawn,

A Master Builder marks the third screen collaboration between playwright/actor Shawn
and stage director/actor Gregory, who teamed
up in My Dinner with Andre over 30 years ago
and reunited for Vanya on 42nd Street, both of
which were directed by Louis Malle, who died
in 1995. Jonathan Demme steps in to helm
this more conventional film that updates the
setting but retains the 19th-century attitude
and chamber drama atmosphere. Shawn
plays architect Halvard Solness—a classic
Ibsen monster. Egotistical and vain, Solness
justifies the suffering that he has inflicted on
family, friends, and employees as a part of
the cost of success and he plays power games
by keeping everyone in their place until the
unannounced arrival of an impossibly young
and adoring girl (Lisa Joyce), who is like an
angel nudging him to do right by those he has
tormented and trapped. Demme films the action in a surreally stripped-down setting that
feels like a vacant house hurriedly furnished
with stage props. While this approach helps
keep the focus on the actors, it also fails to
give the film a life of its own beyond being
a stage translation recorded for posterity.
Even so, this is well worth adding (it’s also
available in the boxed set André Gregory &
Wallace Shawn: 3 Films, which also includes
the previously mentioned collaborations).
Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

DVD

DVD
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May Allah Bless France!
HH1/2
Strand, 96 min., in French
w/English subtitles, not rated,
DVD: $24.99

A n autobiog raph ica l
film by French rapper Abd
Al Malik, May Allah Bless
France! comes across as more bland and selfcongratulatory than edgy and revealing, although the black-and-white cinematography
is striking, and the film boasts a strong lead
performance by Marc Zinga. The story begins
in high school, when Malik—then still called
Régis Fayette-Mikano—lived with his mother
and siblings in a cramped Strasbourg housing
project. Malik is seen engaging in petty theft
with his pals, but is also a standout in his
literature classes, which prompts a teacher
to recommend him for admission to an elite
program of higher study. Malik puts his facility with words to use in heading up a rap
group that he hopes can record a demo that
will make them all stars. But when a friend
dies in a drive-by shooting, Malik turns to
Islam for solace, changing his name and
becoming a dedicated believer, even as his
musical career is taking off. May Allah Bless
France! features plenty of sequences in which
Malik practices his rap skills while walking
along the Strasbourg streets, as well as extended excerpts of pieces from his popular
recordings. But this is ultimately a portrait of
how Malik wants to see himself, as opposed to
a more critical objective treatment. A strong
optional purchase. (F. Swietek)

Merchants of Doubt
HHH1/2

Sony, 93 min., PG-13, Blu-ray/
DVD Combo: $38.99

Oscar-nominated documentary filmmaker Robert
Kenner (Food, Inc.) helmed
this invigorating adaptation of the acclaimed
2011 book by Naomi Oreskes and Erik M.
Conway that looks at how political advocacy
groups can spin media stories and influence
legislative action—and inaction—in regards
to scientific controversies. Merchants of Doubt
traces this blatant information manipulation
to the 1950s, when the tobacco industry tried
to squelch evidence of the health hazards
related to cigarette smoking, using dubious
scientific research and excessive marketing
muscle flexing. Also of note were early efforts
by the chemical industry to create phony
grassroots groups that seemed to serve no
purpose whatsoever except to rally for the
continued usage of cancer-causing chemicals. More recently, the contentious debate
over climate change has led to comments by
several scientists who have no connection to
environmental studies, as well as the appearance of advocates pretending to be scientists
while claiming that Earth’s ecosystem is in
a copacetic state. Of course, these deceptive

V I D E O

L I B R A R I A N

practices can only run for so long before
people become tired of the charade—the
tobacco industry’s argument that cigarettes
were harmless being a prime example. As a
study of how reckless PR tricks can turn serious scientific conversations into a carnival,
Merchants of Doubt is more disturbing than
many horror films. Highly recommended.
(P. Hall)

Monkey Kingdom HHH
Walt Disney, 81 min., G,
Blu-ray/DVD Combo: $39.99,
Sept. 15

Narrated by Tina Fey,
the eighth Disneynature
live-action eco-documentary—combining education with entertainment—follows a toque macaque monkey in
Sri Lanka on her journey up the social ladder.
Since Disney movie-makers routinely anthropomorphize animals, the heroine is “Maya,”
who lives with her simian troop in an abandoned Buddhist temple overrun by jungle.
Poor Maya is at the bottom of the social order:
while Raja, the alpha male macaque, and a
trio of his favored females can climb to the
top of a fig tree and eat the ripest fruit, Maya
and the other low-born must remain on the
ground, foraging for scraps. One fine day, a
male macaque named Kumar comes visiting
(Fey dubs him “hunky monkey”). Kumar is
banished by Raja but not before impregnating Maya, who gives birth to baby Kip. Soon
afterwards, rival macaques invade, forcing
Maya’s tribe to explore neighboring terrain,
including a nearby town. Using her ingenuity, feisty Maya finds favor, particularly when
Kumar returns. Co-directed by Mark Linfield
and Alastair Fothergill, Monkey Kingdom is an
engaging nature film that also benefits from
a fine score by Harry Gregson-Williams that
includes The Monkees TV theme song. Recommended. (S. Granger)

Of Girls and Horses
HHH

Wolfe, 82 min., in German
w/English subtitles, not rated,
DVD: $24.95

A city girl gets a crash
course in country living
in Monika Treut’s lyrical
German film. Alex (Ceci Chuh) is not happy
about being sent away to a horse farm in
the middle of nowhere, especially after she
discovers that cell reception is weak and that
she can’t smoke indoors, but she eventually
finds other pleasures under the wide open
skies. A background in petty crime and scars
on her arms indicates that Alex’s internship
is meant to serve as therapy/rehabilitation.
Fortunately, she finds a sympathetic mentor
in horse trainer Nina (Vanida Karun), who has
a girlfriend—a situation that intrigues Alex.
When Kathy (Alissa Wilms), a less worldly
teenager, comes to stay at the farm, Alex is
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jealous that Kathy and Nina get to ride while
she cleans the stables, but Kathy’s curiosity
about Alex grows into friendship and the
pair dance, ride bikes, and play in the mud
flats. While Kathy’s father bought her a horse,
Alex’s home life isn’t as comfortable—she
lives with an adoptive mother and has never
met her father (in her spare time, Alex studies Portuguese in hopes of traveling to Brazil
to meet her birth mother). When Nina goes
into the city for a few days, Alex introduces
Kathy to a few bad habits, leading to some
unforeseen problems. A fine coming-of-age
tale, this is recommended. (K. Fennessy)

Pandas: The Journey
Home HHH

Virgil, 40 min., not rated, Bluray/DVD Combo: $29.99

Originally released in
IMAX theaters, this charming National Geographic Movies documentary details the efforts by China’s Wolong
Panda Center to introduce captive-bred pandas into the wild. Thanks to a vigorous campaign by the Chinese government to save the
species from extinction, a successful captive
breeding program is now being transitioned
into an effort to move young pandas away
from human care and into a self-sufficient life
in the wild. This is not an easy endeavor, by
any stretch, and the Wolong staff is not above
dressing up in panda suits and dousing themselves with the scent of panda excrement in
order to gain the confidence of their skittish
subjects. Success is still some years away:
the first effort to bring a captive panda into
the wild failed when the animal died after a
year, but a second panda was last recorded
making a life for himself away from human
eyes. British actress Joely Richardson narrates
in a lullaby voice that is sometimes annoying, but the film’s gorgeous cinematography
is a treat in director Nicolas Brown’s nature
documentary chronicling China’s belated yet
aggressive efforts to preserve this endearing
creature. Recommended. (P. Hall)

Pitch Perfect 2 HH1/2
Universal, 115 min., PG-13,
DVD: $29.99, Blu-ray/DVD
Combo: $34.98, Sept. 22

Set three years after the
2012 surprise-hit original,
Pitch Perfect 2 finds stars
Anna Kendrick, Rebel Wilson, and other Barden University Bellas
returning for more a cappella harmony. But
disaster strikes when Fat Amy’s (Wilson)
spandex outfit splits (revealing that she’s gone
commando) during a live TV performance at
Washington, D.C.’s Kennedy Center in front
of President and Mrs. Obama, which results in
an embarrassing media scandal. As part of the
suspension and punishment handed down
by podcast pundits Gail (Elizabeth Banks,
who also directs) and John (John Michael
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- THE VILLAGE VOICE

2015

THEATRICAL
RELEASE

NOW AVAILABLE
GEMMA BOVERY
99 MINUTES
ENGLISH AND FRENCH WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES
MBFHE104
SRP 741360538870

$29.95
(BD)
$34.95SRP MBFHE104
741360538887

www.musicboxfilms.com
musicboxfilms
@musicboxfilms

www.doppelgangerreleasign.com

doppelgangerreleasting

ALLELUIA
95 MINUTES
FRENCH WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES
MBFHE100
SRP 741360538818

$29.95
(BD)
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Available
September 22

For more information, please contact Lisa Holmes at lholmes@musicboxfilms.c om

Higgins), the Bellas are barred from holding
auditions, but they can recruit legacy members, including an eager freshman (Hailee
Steinfeld) whose mother (Katey Sagal) was a
Bella. So under the leadership of Beca (Kendrick) and Chloe (Brittany Snow), the Bellas
seek redemption at the world competition in
Copenhagen, Denmark, where they are awed
by the reigning champions, the arrogant
Teutonic titans Das Sound Machine, led by
the icy Kommissar (Birgitte Hjort Sørensen)
and Pieter (Flula Borg). Several sing-offs
ensue, including one in the mansion of a
caftan-clad music enthusiast (David Cross).
Loosely inspired by Mickey Rapkin’s 2008
nonfiction book, Pitch Perfect 2 is a zany and
fast-paced but also superficial film that is
full of stereotypes, mean-spirited jests, and
celebrity cameos. A strong optional purchase.
(S. Granger)

Poltergeist HH

Fox, 94 min., PG-13, DVD:
$29.99, Blu-ray: $39.99, Sept.
29

Back in 1982, director
Tobe Hooper teamed up
with screenwriter Steven
Spielberg to create an iconic
supernatural thriller. Now, British director Gil Kenan delivers a creepy, contrived
remake, updated with iPhones, iPads, GPS
devices, and an ominous, high-def flatscreen TV. After Eric Bowen (Sam Rockwell)
is laid off, he and his wife, Amy (Rosemarie
DeWitt), move with their three children
into a more affordable fixer-upper on the
outskirts of the Illinois town where Amy
went to college. Their 6-year-old daughter,
Madison (Kennedi Clements), is enthusiastic,
quickly making some new, invisible friends
—“the lost people”—whom she converses
with through her closet and the flickering
TV. But ‘fraidy cat middle child Griffin (Kyle
Catlett) is uneasy in his attic bedroom, and
teenage Kendra (Saxon Sharbino) is unhappy
about being separated from her school pals.
When Eric and Amy learn from neighbors
about their house’s spooky paranormal past,
the pair rush home, only to discover that
Maddy has disappeared, leaving Griffin and
Kendra traumatized. Seeking help, they consult parapsychologist Dr. Claire Powell (Jane
Adams). After thermal monitoring equipment
and a drone camera are set up, reality-TV
ghost-hunter Carrigan Burke (Jared Harris)
concludes that Maddy has been abducted
by vengeful spirits—poltergeists—who are
holding her captive in a shadowy, sinister
netherworld. Unfortunately, the striking
individual personality traits of the characters
from the original did not carry over to this
bland update. Optional. (S. Granger)

Reckless HH1/2

Artsploitation, 90 min., in Dutch w/English
subtitles, not rated, DVD: $18.99

Unless one counts the faint DNA resem-
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blance to the classic Dutch
suspense tale The Vanishing,
filmmaker Joram Lürsen’s
three-character thriller is
a near subplot-by-subplot
remake of the 2009 U.K. reductionist suspense film The
Disappearance of Alice Creed.
During the wordless opening, kidnappers
Victor (Tygo Gernandt) and Rico (Marwan
Kenzari) carefully prepare, don their masks,
and then abduct off the street young real-estate heiress Laura (Sarah Chronis), planning
on a multimillion dollar ransom payment
from her estranged father and a quick getaway. Unknown to Victor (and unrecognized
by the victim), Rico is Laura’s lover. When
she eventually grabs his gun and has him
at her mercy, Rico tells the furious girlfriend
that he set up the scheme in secret so that he
and Laura could flee together with the loot,
cutting Victor out of the spoils. But is he
telling the truth? And does Laura have ideas
of her own? Shifting allegiances and sexual
betrayal between the treacherous trio ensue.
Unfortunately, much of the yarn is shot in
shadowy murk that does not so much convey
film noir as the need for a good light bulb.
While not as good as Alice Creed, this should
still be considered a strong optional purchase.
(C. Cassady)

Red Army HHH

Sony, 85 min., PG, DVD:
$30.99, Blu-ray: $34.99

Sports and politics meet
in this documentary centering on the titular powerhouse Soviet hockey team
of the ‘80s, which won two
Olympic gold medals and seven world
championships, becoming heroes of the
Soviet Union. Built around interviews with
Viacheslav “Slava” Fetisov, former squad
captain, and other (long retired) members
of the team, filmmaker Gabe Polsky’s Red
Army traces the players’ childhood passions
up through international glory and on to a
brief career in America’s NHL in their later
years, where long after their physical prime
the men would lead the Detroit Red Wings
to two Stanley Cup championships. But
before leaving the U.S.S.R., these national
heroes were the face of the Soviet Union in
international sports competition, prisoners of
their own success who were under constant
political pressure to win. The rigorous training regimen, which drilled into them the
distinctive playing style that confounded
Western teams, kept the men away from their
families 11 months out of the year. Indeed,
the Red Army team players were treated like
soldiers whose field of battle happened to be
the ice rink. From the Cold War climate of
the ‘80s up through perestroika, the fall of the
Soviet Union, and the embrace of capitalism,
the players remained pawns in a global PR
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campaign, although their odyssey concludes
with a real-life happy ending. Recommended.
(S. Axmaker)

Red Knot HH

KimStim, 80 min., not rated,
DVD: $29.99

S o me e x t r a o r d i n a r y
documentary footage of
the Antarctic is joined here
with a threadbare fictional
narrative in Scott Cohen’s
skimpy tale of a marriage that begins to
unravel during a voyage to the southernmost
continent. Cohen, a nature photographer and
stage director making his feature film debut,
took advantage of an opportunity to travel
on an expedition with a group of scientists,
and brought along actors Vincent Kartheiser
and Olivia Thirlby to play Peter and Chloe, a
newlywed couple on a honeymoon of sorts
while Peter collects material for a magazine
article. As the story proceeds, Peter devotes so
much time to his work—mostly in conversations with the scientists—that he winds up
neglecting Chloe, who also angrily reacts
when she finds out that Peter has accepted
a job offer that will keep them apart for a
year. Chloe retaliates by spending more and
more time with the ship’s ruggedly handsome
captain (Billy Campbell). Much of the dialogue is improvised, which works well when
the explorers are happily discoursing about
their respective scientific fields, but makes
for pretty banal stuff in the conversations between Peter and Chloe. Red Knot boasts some
beautiful scenes of penguin-filled vistas and
the sun glinting off the ice, but dramatically
it is awfully thin. Not a necessary purchase.
(F. Swietek)

Revenge of the Mekons
HHH

Music Box, 96 min., not rated,
DVD: $29.95

Unlike their first-generation peers—who either
broke up or event ually
turned into an oldies circuit
act—the Mekons have been plugging away
in one form or another since 1977. Although
the band has segued from punk to alt-country, their leftist politics haven’t changed. As
singer Sally Timms says about their longevity, “Success is the thing that usually kills
bands in the end.” Hugo Burnham of Gang
of Four explains how the two groups formed
at Leeds University, sharing instruments and
ideologies. Although the Mekons couldn’t
play, they won over influential DJ John Peel
and secured a record deal with Virgin. Major
labels and the Mekons proved a poor mix, but
as former member Kevin Lycett remembers,
“We just wouldn’t lay down and be dead.”
Over the years, the Mekons lost and added
players, including ex-Rolling Stone Dick
Taylor, and kept going, even though Timms
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and singer-guitarist Jon Langford, a onetime
couple, moved to Chicago. Other members,
such as violinist Susie Honeyman and multiinstrumentalist Lu Simonds, also have day
jobs. Unlike most music documentaries,
director Joe Angio casts a wider net, moving
beyond the insular music world: Langford and
accordion player Rico Bell are also painters,
while Timms has other connections through
her ex-husband, Portlandia star Fred Armisen,
who credits her for steering him towards comedy. Literary and film-world figures, including
author Jonathan Franzen and director Mary
Harron (who started out as a music critic), also
show up to sing the band’s praises. Revenge
of the Mekons doesn’t answer every question
about the collective, but it does touch on almost every aspect of their unlikely, enduring
career. Recommended. (K. Fennessy)

Roman De Gare HH1/2

First Run, 105 min., in French
w/English subtitles, R, DVD:
$24.95

French director Claude
Lelouche’s byzantine thriller/murder mystery, which
moves from the beautiful
French wine country of Burgundy to the
elegant high-end harbors of Cannes, features
a tangled plot. The story centers on Huguette
(Audrey Dana), a Parisian hair stylist (maybe),
who randomly meets nebbish-looking Pierre
(Dominique Pinon), who may or may not
be a schoolteacher, prominent ghostwriter,
or escaped serial killer. The two bond at a
roadside gas station just after Huguette’s
boyfriend has left her stranded. Huguette
asks Pierre to pretend to be her boyfriend
so that she doesn’t have to face her family
alone and humiliated. A third character here
is celebrity suspense novelist Judith Ralitzer
(Fanny Ardant), who (viewers later learn)
employs Pierre as her secretary. But Pierre is
more than just a wordsmith’s lackey; in fact,
he harbors some career aspirations that could
be deadly. Director Lelouche is adept enough
at confounding audience expectations, always having some narrative gimmick up his
sleeve, but ultimately this is a bloodless and
implausible mystery bogged down in banal
banter. Even so, this film by the prolific and
respected Lelouche should be considered a
strong optional purchase. (M. Sandlin)

San Andreas HHH

Warner, 114 min., PG-13,
DVD: $28.98, Blu-ray/DVD
Combo: $44.95, Oct. 13

This terrifying action
thriller follows LAFD searchand-rescue helicopter pilot
Ray Gaines (Dwayne “The
Rock” Johnson) and his estranged wife,
Emma (Carla Gugino), as they make their
way from Los Angeles to San Francisco, trying
to find their daughter (Alexandra Daddario)
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in the aftermath of the largest magnitude
earthquake in recorded history. Also caught
in the ensuing chaos are an eminent Caltech
seismologist (Paul Giamatti), a TV journalist
(Archie Panjabi), Emma’s architect boyfriend
(Ioan Gruffudd) and two British tourists
(Hugo Johnstone-Burt, Art Parkinson). Directed by Brad Peyton, San Andreas incorporates
more than 1,300 visual effects, as Hoover
Dam crumbles, freeways collapse, bridges
break, and a tsunami engulfs San Francisco’s
cityscape. An entertaining blockbuster, this
is recommended. (S. Granger)

Seashore HH1/2

Wolfe, 83 min., in Portuguese
w/English subtitles, not rated,
DVD: $24.95

A passable coming-of-age
movie, Seashore tells the
story of two French teens,
Martin (Mateus Almada)
and Tomaz (Maurício Barcellos), who travel
to Brazil when Martin’s abusive father sends
his son there on a legal matter. Tomaz accompanies his longtime friend, and after
discovering that dad is an international lout
who owes a lot of people money, Martin
decides to have an adventure of his own.
With Tomaz in tow, the pair drink, party,
and fall in with a slightly older crowd of
sexually active revelers. It is abundantly clear
where Seashore is heading from its opening
moments: Martin and Tomaz are obviously
in love with one another but are too young
and scared to take the plunge. Unfortunately,
that makes the film little more than a waiting
game. Still, Seashore does benefit from two
fine soulful performances from the leads. A
strong optional purchase. (T. Keogh)

Seeds of Yesterday
HHH

Lionsgate, 90 min., not rated,
DVD: $14.98

The fourth and (if the
Lifetime network passes
on the prequel Garden of
Shadows) final chapter in
the made-for-TV adaptations of gothic horror author V.C. Andrews’s Flowers in the Attic
series, this 2015 movie jumps ahead more
than a decade to follow the lives of loving—
read: incestuous—siblings Cathy and Chris
(Rachael Carpani and Jason Lewis, reprising
their roles from If There Be Thorns, reviewed
on page 32) and their now-adult children.
Although mentally tainted by his traumatic
experiences in Thorns, the debonair Bart
(eye-candy James Maslow of the Nickelodeon
former boy band Big Time Rush) is brittle,
cold, and calculating. Not above bringing
up his parents’ embarrassing “little secret”
to win every argument, Bart bides his time at
his rebuilt mansion (a replica of the torturous
Foxworth Hall where Cathy and Chris were
trapped in Flowers) while waiting for his in-
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heritance to come to fruition. Bring on the
melodrama: talented danseur son Jory (Anthony Konechny) is all set to perform a ballet
for Bart’s birthday but is rendered paraplegic
by an “accident”; Bart steals Jory’s pregnant
wife (Leah Gibson); trampy adopted sister
Cindy (Sammi Hanratty) pushes everyone’s
buttons; and someone turns to violence.
Creepy sex, over-the-top confrontations, and
stilted acting ensue. But the author’s fans will
enjoy. Recommended. (J. Williams-Wood)

Soldate Jeannette
HH1/2

Indiepix, 80 min., in German
w/English subtitles, not rated,
DVD: $24.95

Austrian director Daniel
Hoesl’s austere Soldate Jeannette stars Johanna OrsiniRosenberg as Fanni, a spoiled, upper-middleclass Viennese woman who watches with
stoic indifference as her bourgeois existence
slowly crumbles all around her. Fanni hasn’t
paid her rent in years and now faces eviction, but she’s determined not to let the hard
realities of her shrinking world penetrate the
privileged bubble that she’s clearly lived in
for years. After being evicted from her apartment, Fanni embarks on a long hike in the
mountains, where she proceeds to burn what
(one presumes) is the last of her cash savings.
And then she’s working in a meat processing
plant, striking up an amorous relationship
with one of her female coworkers—suddenly
reborn as a countercultural meat-processing
lesbian (or something like that). Hoesl has
fashioned some sort of anti-capitalist, backto-nature cinematic meditation here that is
somewhat incoherent and not as thoughtprovoking as it clearly aspires to be. Optional.
(M. Sandlin)

Spring HHH1/2

Anchor Bay, 110 min., not
rated, DVD: $22.98, Blu-ray:
$26.99

In Justin Benson and
Aaron Moorhead’s supernatural romance, Lou Taylor
Pucci stars as Evan, a young
American on the lam who flees on a whim to
Italy. After spending some time with a couple
of loutish, party-minded British tourists,
Evan takes a job with a widowed farmer, and
he meets Louise (Nadia Hilker), an attractive,
sophisticated, exuberant woman with a dark
secret. Spring is kind of a cross between Before
Sunrise and An American Werewolf in London,
with decidedly more emphasis on the first
film, serving up a surprisingly intelligent and
thoughtful tale that obliquely comments on
the differences that can keep people apart,
the pain of loneliness, and the ramifications
of possible immortality. The literate script,
striking locations, and naturalistic direction
are complemented by strong performances
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A Little
Christmas Business
Available

Oct. 27 th

$19.

99

SRP

Starring Daniel Baldwin,
LorenZo Lamas, and Tammy Barr
Don Collier has a wonderful life and family, but no time to
enjoy either. His impossible boss even has him collecting
signatures for a huge project the day before Christmas,
but as he goes office to office, it seems that every signer
is a ghost from his past, and he soon begins to wonder if
this is coincidence... or heavenly intervention.
"This heartwarming story encourages us
to slow down and enjoy our families..”
- Dove.org

LOVE IN THE TIME OF CIVIL WAR
$24.99

Available

SEPT. 1 st

ADDICTION: A 60s Love Story

Available

NOV. 3 rd

SRP

Alex and his friends are young addicts who sell
their bodies on the streets of Montreal. From one
fix to the next, they live and love like restless
vagrants in the shadow of society’s indifference.
“An unflinching account
of the life of a drug addict
and male hustler...”

Available

OCT. 20 th

SRP

In 1968, Max Bornstein had the looks and charm
that would carry him beyond the typical man's
troubles. He was untouchable. Yet the typical man's
troubles were the least of Max's worries: He was a
full-time junkie and a part-time father working within
the underground pornography industry.

Starring
Ian Harding (Pretty little Liars)
Evanna Lynch (The Harry Potter Series)

-The Hollywood Reporter

SHORT SKIN

$24.99

Dreams from Strangers

$24.99

Available

OCT. 13 th

SRP

Since childhood Edoardo has been suffering from
phimosis, which prevents him from experiencing sexual
satisfaction. Now seventeen, his interest in the opposite
sex forces him to come out of the shadows and face his
fears “head on” in this coming of age comedy from Italy.

$24.99
SRP

After a competition in St. Petersburg, Italian swimmer
Massimo meets a Russian of his own age, Vladimir,
working as an interpreter. The two men fall in love, but
they will have to face the cultural barriers between
them, as well as old and new macho stereotypes.
“...an entrancing, poetic work...
first love, self-discovery and courage.”

"The Italian coming-of-age tale is
reminiscent of a Jason Reitman film...”

-EDGE

-The Upcoming

LYLE
Available

Sept. 29 th

$24.99
SRP

In this terrifying homage to Rosemary’s Baby, expecting
couple Leah and June move into a Brooklyn apartment
with their daughter. Life is good until Leah begins to
suspect that her neighbors are involved in a satanic
pact, and fears for the safety of her unborn baby.
“...Rosemary’s Baby for
the 21st century.”
-CINESNATCH

DOLLFACE
Available

Sept. 15 th

$24.99
SRP

In 1996, nine college students headed off for a weekend at a
lake house. Six were killed, two survived, and one went
missing. Now twenty years later, one of the survivors is
teaching at the college he once attended. His students
decide to visit the lake house to learn more about his past.
Looking for answers, they discover something too terrifying
“Don’t be surprised if this end up being one
of the best indie slashers of the year!”

F o r m or e i nfo rma ti on p le a se contact Richar d Ross at r r oss@bgpi c s .c om

Visit us at bgpics.com

- Slasher Studios

from the two principals. Anyone expecting a
conventional horror film featuring the usual
scares and shock effects will likely be disappointed by Spring, but this should appeal to a
wider range of viewers. Highly recommended.
(F. Swietek)

Still HHH

Film Movement, 103 min., not
rated, DVD: $24.95

In Simon Blake’s character study, Aiden Gillen stars
as a London photographer
struggling with the loss of
his son. Tom Carver (Gillen)
and his ex-wife, Rachel (Amanda Mealing),
meet regularly to pay their respects for son
Steven, who died in a hit-and-run accident
the year before. Just as Rachel has a new man
in her life, Carver has been seeing Christina
(Elodie Yung), although that doesn’t prevent
him from hitting on a gallery representative. During an assignment as a school
photographer, Carver meets Jimmy (Joseph
Duffy), who has just lost his older brother.
Their initial encounter is awkward, but they
establish a rapport once Jimmy expresses an
interest in photography. Carver’s friend, Ed
(Jonathan Slinger), a reporter, is working on a
piece about Jimmy’s brother. Both men, who
share a weakness for drink, worry about the
gangs in the area, one of which may have
been involved in the young man’s murder.
After a tense encounter with gang member
Carl (rapper Sonny Green), Carver becomes
the object of a campaign of harassment
involving prank calls and unwelcome gifts.
Instead of contacting the police, who appear
to take a lackadaisical attitude to his King’s
Cross neighborhood, Carver increases his
alcohol consumption—until the boys target
someone close to him and he realizes that his
passive stance may be doing more harm than
good. Featuring a memorable performance
from Gillen (Game of Thrones), who is at his
best when Carver is at his worst, this is recommended. (K. Fennessy)

Survivor HH

Alchemy, 96 min., PG-13,
DVD: $19.99, Blu-ray: $24.99

A stellar cast is largely
wasted in this routine post9/11 espionage thriller. Milla Jovovich is Kate Abbott,
head of visa security at the
U.S. embassy in London, whose suspicion is
piqued by an application from a Romanian
expatriate with expertise in exotic explosives.
It turns out that the guy is in league with
a shadowy cabal planning a terrorist act
on U.S. soil—a group of conspirators who
enlist a stone-faced killer known as the
Watchmaker (Pierce Brosnan) to deal with
troublesome Abbott. Although his assassination attempt fails, Abbott becomes a murder
suspect herself and is therefore pursued not
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only by the Watchman but also by the British police and U.S. intelligence agents. What
follows is a long chase, mostly taking place
on the streets of London before switching to
New York City for a climax that is obviously
patterned after the Mount Rushmore scene in
Alfred Hitchcock’s North by Northwest (many
other Hitchcock “wrong man” thrillers are
also shamelessly ripped off here, with the
gender change being the only significant
variant). Survivor is a weak genre entry, serving up a chain of accidents, coincidences,
and hair’s-breadth escapes that grow more
preposterous as the film progresses. Even
diehard espionage devotees are likely to find it
a grave disappointment. Not recommended.
(F. Swietek)

The Taking of Tiger
Mountain HHH

Well Go USA, 143 min., in
Mandarin w/English subtitles,
not rated, DVD: $24.98, Bluray: $29.98

Far East action-spectacle
director Tsui Hark brings
his grandiose vision to a story—a true WWII
incident famously novelized by Qu Bo as
Tracks in the Snowy Forest—that is well-known
to Asian audiences. As Taking Tiger Mountain
by Strategy, it was a popular Peking Opera
standard approved by Chairman Mao. This
new version—with the politics scaled back
and the plot ramped up with “bullet-time”
gunfight sequences and CGI—is more Marvel
Comics than Mao. The setting is northwest
China, a region in turmoil since the Japanese
surrender. Bandit chief Hawk (Tony Leung
Ka Fei) has found a cache of advanced Japanese weapons and now holds the seemingly
impregnable titular fortress, raising him to
warlord status. A small, struggling band of
People’s Liberation Army soldiers stumbles
across a small village facing extermination
by Hawk’s army of minions. Courageous
commando Yang Zirong (Zhang Hanyu)
goes undercover to pretend to join Hawk’s
huge gang, win the wary leader’s confidence,
and discover Tiger Mountain’s weaknesses.
Serving up blockbuster entertainment, this
high-octane foreign historical-action film is
recommended. (C. Cassady)

Tangerines HHH1/2

First Run, 87 min., in Estonian,
Russian & Georgian w/English
subtitles, not rated, DVD:
$27.95

Filmmaker Zaza Urushadze’s simple anti-war parable—the first Estonian film
ever nominated for an Oscar for Best Foreign
Language Film—delivers a considerable emotional punch. Set during the 1992-93 civil war
between Abkhazian separatists and the government of Georgia, the story centers on Ivo
(Lembit Ulfsak), an elderly Estonian farmer.
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Although most of Ivo’s fellow townsfolk have
fled back to Estonia, Ivo—who is also an expert carpenter—and his friend Margus (Elmo
Nüganen) have remained behind to pick and
crate the year’s crop of tangerines for shipment to market. Their work is interrupted by
a firefight in which one man from each warring side—a young Georgian volunteer and
a gruff Chechen mercenary—survives. Ivo
takes both into his home for treatment, rest,
and rehabilitation, and while each initially
wants to kill the other, their hostility gradually subsides. Unfortunately, the arrival of a
group of Russian soldiers creates a skirmish
that will leave some of the men dead while
the survivors contemplate the wastefulness
of the conflict. Religious and cultural differences underscore the animosity here, but
Urushadze’s overriding point is that these
disputes pale in the face of the characters’
common humanity. Highly recommended.
(F. Swietek)

That Guy Dick Miller
HH1/2

Indiecan, 91 min., not rated,
DVD: $16.99

Aimed at nostalgia buffs
and movie cultists, director
Elijah Drenner’s biographical profile pays scrapbookish tribute to character/cameo actor Dick
Miller. The Brooklyn-born son of opera singer
Rita Miller, the young Miller headed west
to break into movies as a writer but found
more gigs as an actor, starting in 1955 in
Roger Corman’s prolific low-budget features.
Playing cowboys, Indians, astronauts, garbagemen, gangsters, cops, butlers, and even
a medieval leper (and sometimes doing script
doctoring on the side), Miller had a reliable
regular-guy/hipster presence, best illustrated
in his role as homicidal wannabe artist Walter
Paisley in the dark 1959 beatnik comedy A
Bucket of Blood (which made him recognizable
for fans and a sort of good-luck-charm cast
choice for younger filmmakers, especially Joe
Dante). The long list of interviewees here includes actors Jonathan Haze, Mary Woronov,
Robert Forster, and Corey Feldman; author
Leonard Maltin; producer Jack Hill; and
directors Corman, Dante, and John Sayles.
Aside from residual pain over his parents’
divorce (and his scene being cut from Pulp
Fiction), Miller himself seems to have had few
regrets (and enjoyed a long, happy marriage
to a glamour girl). If the documentary lacks
much in the way of dramatic fireworks, it
still serves up some good B-culture history
within an appreciation of a screen icon who
made the best of being a bit player. A strong
optional purchase. (C. Cassady)

Tiger Orange HHH

Wolfe, 76 min., not rated, DVD: $24.95

Estranged brothers—both gay but otherwise completely different—are reunited
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following the death of their
homophobic father in the
winning Tiger Orange. Set
in a small California town
where homosexuality is tolerated (as long as it remains
beneath most people’s radar), the story finds older
brother Chet (Mark Strano, who co-wrote
the script) keeping a low profile as a single
proprietor of the hardware store that his late
father owned and operated. Chet sticks to his
modest ways and habits, doesn’t pursue relationships, and puts up with his older, folksier
customers who advise him to find a nice
girl and settle down. But Chet’s equanimity
is undone when his brother Todd (Frankie
Valenti)—a likable, flamboyant ne’er-dowell—returns home from Los Angeles and
moves in. Heavily tattooed and openly gay,
Todd ruffles the town’s feathers, putting
Chet in more than one awkward situation.
And beneath these surface conflicts lies simmering resentment: Todd wasn’t there while
Chet was taking care of their dad, and Chet
got the approval from dad that Todd craved.
Valenti (formerly an adult film star under a
different name) is quite good, as is Strano,
who seems to almost physically change when
his character begins to be more upfront about
his sexuality. Recommended. (T. Keogh)

The Treatment HHH

Artsploitation, 125 min., in
Dutch w/English subtitles, not
rated, DVD: $18.99, Blu-ray:
$22.99

A grim Dutch-language
Belgian thriller from filmmaker Hans Herbots, based
on a 2002 novel by U.K. thriller writer
Mo Hayder, The Treatment stars Geert Van
Rampelberg as haunted Antwerp police
inspector Nick Cafmeyer, who as a child lost
his brother in an unsolved kidnapping, and
was subsequently periodically harassed by
Ivan, a suspected-pedophile neighbor who
was briefly held in the case. When a young
family is brutalized and their own boy taken
under similar circumstances, Nick delves
obsessively into the investigation, convinced
there is a connection to the now-elderly Ivan
and an underground network of pederasts.
An extremely twisted psychopath with a
bizarre pseudoscientific rationale turns out
to be the culprit in this film that ventures
into some very dark territory. Not for all
tastes, but likely to be appreciated by fans
of Hayder, this disturbing detective tale is
recommended. (C. Cassady)

Uncertain Terms HHH

Breaking Glass, 72 min., not rated, DVD: $21.99

Robbie (David Dahlbom) is a 30-year-old
man who recently broke up with his wife and
is now seeking escape at the home of his aunt
Carla (Cindy Silver), performing odd jobs
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while trying to stay out of
the way of Carla’s work:
caring for unwed pregnant
teen girls. While the girls
unenthusiastically absorb
life skills tied to motherhood and job preparedness, Robbie prunes trees
and fixes shelving, intermittently arguing
on the phone with his estranged spouse.
Inevitably, Robbie becomes the focus of
attention and sexual curiosity among the
mothers-to-be. Eventually, Robbie does
develop a bond with a soulful girl named
Nina (India Menuez), who is close to her
delivery date and trying to secure more
cooperation and help from her immature
boyfriend. Director Nathan Silver traces this
relationship without adding any romantic
fireworks or emotional lyricism, allowing the
obvious to speak for itself: a grown man who
is confused and angry about his marriage is
drawn to an uncomplicated girl in need of
a white knight. A compelling indie drama,
this is recommended. (T. Keogh)

United Passions H

Screen Media, 76 min., not
rated, DVD: $24.95, Sept. 8

Talk about terrible timing! The arrival of filmmaker Frédéric Auburtin’s
deplorable drama chronicling the evolution of FIFA
(Fédération Internationale de Football Association) from its beginnings in the early 20th
century up to the present coincided with
the arrest of 14 of the organization’s top executives on charges of bribery, fraud, money
laundering, and racketeering. Utilizing title
cards, the film charts the rise of the World
Cup competition through the tenure of three
FIFA presidents. Involved in the founding of
FIFA in 1904, “visionary” Frenchman Jules
Rimet (Gérard Depardieu) presided over the
first FIFA World Cup in Uruguay in 1930 (the
next World Cup was held in Italy under the
Fascist regime of Benito Mussolini). Brazilian-Portuguese João Havelange (Sam Neill)
led the organization from 1974 to 1998, a
time when the sale of TV rights hugely increased—along with marketing agreements
with Coca-Cola and Adidas. But Havelange
was plagued with accusations of having accepted monetary bribes, as well as gifts of
diamonds, paintings, art books, bicycles, and
other sports equipment. Zurich-based businessman Sepp Blatter (Tim Roth) succeeded
Havelange, working to increase the inclusion
of African and Asian athletes. Although it’s
obviously unintentional, United Passions
features a particularly ludicrous moment in
which self-righteous Blatter warns against
lucrative deals, noting that “the slightest
breach of ethics will be severely punished.”
A work of pure propaganda, this is not recommended. (S. Granger)
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What We Do in the
Shadows HHH1/2

Paramount, 85 min., R, DVD:
$29.99, Blu-ray: $39.99

Created by and co-starring Flight of the Conchords
creator-star Jermaine Clement, this New Zealand indie
production transcends its unpromising premise—imagine MTV’s The Real World, but with
vampires—to emerge as not just the funniest
vampire mockumentary ever made, but also
one of the best horror comedies in memory.
A (mostly) unseen New Zealand government documentary film crew—protected by
crucifixes, naturally—follows the nocturnal
antics of a contentious, all-male household of
old-fashioned Eastern European bloodsuckers. These vampires are but four of several
hundred creatures of the night (which also
include werewolves, zombies, etc.) who are
dwelling incognito around Wellington. Their
longstanding routine—hunting humans,
arguing over who has to clean up the gore
in the kitchen—changes when one Nosferatu
lookalike vampirizes a modern-day bloke.
Although hopeless at vampire etiquette and
secrecy, the newcomer ends up dragging his
undead flatmates into the realities of the 21st
century (or the 20th...or the 19th...). Featuring robust characterizations (full-blooded,
one might say) and performances delivered
with palpable glee, this seems certain to be
an instant cult hit. Highly recommended.
(C. Cassady)

White God HHH

Magnolia, 121 min., in
Hungarian w/English subtitles,
R, DVD: $26.98, Blu-ray:
$29.98

Hungarian writer-director Kornél Mundruczó’s
dark and nasty fable is a
girl-and-her-dog tale about 13-year-old Lili
(Zsofia Psotta), a strong-willed trumpeter in
her school orchestra, who loves her sweet
mongrel Hagen. The state, however, doesn’t
share Lili’s love, imposing a fee on anyone
who owns anything less than a purebred dog.
Lili’s father refuses to pay and then simply
abandons the dog on the road. At first, poor
Hagen is totally out of his element, along with
other mutts who are the prey of animal-control workers; but he soon falls into the hands
of a gambler who trains him to become a
fight dog called Max, using the most brutal
techniques to bring out his killer instinct.
Max escapes his trainer after a bloody match
but is then carted off to the pound to be
euthanized—only he leads his fellow captive
canines in a rebellion that will carry them to
the city, where they rip apart their human
tormentors as the film ultimately comes full
circle back around to Lili. The violence here
will undoubtedly turn off some viewers, but
the movie’s peculiar mix of naturalism and
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surrealism makes for a potent brew. Recommended. (F. Swietek)

Zero Motivation HHH

Zeitgeist, 100 min., in Hebrew
w/English subtitles, not rated,
DVD: $29.95

Serving up a satirical look
at Israel’s mandatory military service, Zero Motivation
puts a unique spin on the
office comedy. Here, female non-combatants
run errands and bicker like other cubicle
drones, but the action takes place in a remote
desert outpost that feels like high school due
to gossip, crushes, and jockeying for position. Director Talya Lavie divides the story
into three chapters. In the first, Daffi (Nelly
Tagar) believes that her request for a transfer
to Tel Aviv has been approved when new recruit Tehila (Yonit Tobi) joins the staff. Daffi
teaches her replacement the paper-shredding
ropes, except that Tehila hasn’t come for
work, but for more personal reasons, which
puts a damper on Daffi’s relationship with
fellow slacker Zohar (Dana Ivgy). Rama (Shani
Klein), their commanding officer, finds both
of the latter to be exasperating. In the next
chapter, Zohar sets out to lose her virginity,
but her gloomy Russian roommate, Irena
(Tamara Klingon), puts a crimp in her plans.
In the finale, Daffi returns to the camp after
officer training and still hopes for a transfer,
but first has to deal with Zohar. Once the
best of friends, they are now the worst of
enemies, especially after Daffi attempts to
delete Zohar’s favorite video game from all
of the office computers (leading to a battle
royale with staple guns and window blinds).
An extremely well-cast film that plays like a
female answer to Office Space in which boredom and isolation lead ordinary folk down
some very strange paths, this Israeli hit film
is recommended. (K. Fennessy)

Classic Films
All Quiet on the Western
Front HHH
Shout! Factory, 156 min., not
rated, DVD: $14.95, Blu-ray:
$22.98

Richard Thomas, famous
for playing John-Boy on the
TV drama The Waltons, stars
as thoughtful young German scholar Paul
Baumer in this 1979 TV-movie adaptation of
Erich Maria Remarque’s anti-war classic. In
the opening scenes, set in 1914, Paul is roused
by paeans of battle glory from his patriotic
schoolteacher (Donald Pleasence), and by
the roar of flag-waving patriotism sweeping
the city, to enlist in the German army and
fight in World War I. All lofty ideals are
dashed, however, when Paul and his friends
enter basic training under the command of a
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sneering, sadistic Prussian officer (Ian Holm)
who is more interested in rank and respect
than military preparation, after which they
are sent into the muck and misery of trench
warfare. Ernest Borgnine costars as the battlehardened platoon leader who teaches Paul
and his schoolmates more practical survival
skills. The original 1930 adaptation of the
novel, starring Lew Ayres as the young German soldier, won the Academy Award for
Best Picture. This version, directed by Delbert
Mann (who made the Oscar-winning Marty in
1955), is not as lavish or dramatically intense,
but it is a faithful adaptation, features fine
performances (Borgnine and Patricia Neal,
who plays Paul’s mother, both earned Emmy
Award nominations), and serves as a reminder
of the horror and futility of war. Although
made for TV in the U.S., the film played in
theaters in Europe, and is presented here in
widescreen. Extras include a photo gallery.
Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

The Black Stallion
HHH1/2

Criterion, 117 min., G, DVD:
$29.95, Blu-ray: $39.95

Wa lte r Fa rley ’s c la s sic children’s novel was
beautifully brought to the
screen in filmmaker Carroll Ballard’s wonderful adaptation, which
features breathtaking cinematography by
Caleb Deschanel. Kelly Reno stars as Alec
Ramsey, a boy who escapes with a gorgeous,
mistreated black stallion when a fire destroys
the ship they’re aboard, casting both onto a
deserted island. What follows are a series of
scenes in which the two come to terms with
one another amidst sea and sand—stunning sequences that remain poignant and
beautiful. Eventually, the pair are rescued
but the stallion accidentally escapes, and is
taken in by Henry Dailey (Oscar-nominated
Mickey Rooney), who later convinces Alec
to ride the horse in a race. The Black Stallion
is that rare live-action family film that truly
appeals to all ages. Making its high-def debut
with a restored 4K transfer on both DVD and
Blu-ray, this Criterion release features extras
including five short films by Ballard, new
interviews with Ballard and Deschanel, a featurette with Mary Ellen Mark talking about
her photographs from the set, and a booklet.
Highly recommended. (R. Pitman)

Bob Hope: Entertaining
the Troops HHH
MVD, 90 min., not rated,
DVD: $19.95

The title of this 1989
documentar y is a little
misleading, since the focus
here is not entirely on Bob
Hope. Instead, filmmaker Robert Mugge
put together a grab bag of newsreel footage showing how the Hollywood stars of
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the 1940s provided entertainment to the
military service members at stateside training camps and on the frontlines, as well as
in the fabled Hollywood Canteen, where
the reigning pin-ups danced with soldiers
and sailors on leave in Los Angeles. Viewers will also see footage of the stars raising
money for war bonds and providing songs
and laughs for radio programming that was
recorded on special V-discs that were shipped
overseas and played on radio channels serving American combat areas (brief mention
is made of Carole Lombard, who died in
an airplane crash while returning home
from a Midwest tour on behalf of war bond
sales). And while segregation in the wartime
military is not specifically addressed, there is
footage here of Eddie “Rochester” Anderson
and Lena Horne performing separately from
their white peers on a black-oriented military program called Jubilee. A few old-time
stars—including Dorothy Lamour and Mel
Blanc—are interviewed, and Hope (who is
seen throughout at various stages around the
world) dominates the final stretch in a 1988
reunion with surviving members of his USO
tour ensemble. A fine nostalgic look back at
Hollywood efforts during wartime, this is
recommended. (P. Hall)

The Bridge HHH1/2

Criterion, 103 min., in German
w/English subtitles, not rated,
DVD: $29.95, Blu-ray: $39.95

A landmark of post-WWII
German cinema, filmmaker
Bernhard Wicki’s 1959 The
Bridge—adapted from the
semi-autobiographical novel by Manfred
Gregor (pen name of journalist Gregor Dorfmeister)—was the first major German film to
deal with the recent war, offering an unflinching portrait of a generation of young men
who were sacrificed to a madman’s fantasy
of world domination. Set in a rural Bavarian
town in 1945, as the Allies converge on Berlin, the story follows seven high school boys
(still believing in the German propaganda
of duty and sacrifice) who eagerly report for
duty in the Volkssturm, which is not regular
army but rather a kind of Hitler Youth militia
created during the last gasps of Germany’s
defense. After only a day of basic training,
the lads are assigned to guard a small bridge
simply as a way to keep them out of combat.
While The Bridge doesn’t debate politics or
acknowledge the Holocaust, Wicki explores
the cultural and social climate of the German
home front in the war’s final days, where the
only men left in the village between the ages
of 16 and 50 are either wounded or unfit for
combat, and women run the economy. The
schoolboy shenanigans and growing pains
of the first half eventually give way to panic
and desperation as the boys try to act like
soldiers in the face of overwhelming forces.
A tautly-directed Oscar-nominated film (and

S E P T E M B E R / O C T O B E R

2 0 1 5

a major influence on the next generation of
young German filmmakers), The Bridge bows
on DVD and Blu-ray with extras that include
new and archival interviews, an excerpt from
a 2007 documentary by Elisabeth WickiEndriss (the director’s widow) with behindthe-scenes footage, and a booklet. Highly
recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Cherry 2000 HH1/2

Kino Lorber, 99 min., PG-13,
Blu-ray: $29.95

This sci-fi f lick went
straight to video in 1987
after sitting on the shelf for
two years, becoming a cult
hit on VHS. Melanie Griffith (under a mop of
bright red hair) stars as E. Johnson, a bounty
hunter in a post-apocalyptic future, who is
hired by Sam Treadwell (David Andrews) to
take him from the protected, safe enclave of
the city—where robots take care of manual
labor demands, and sex has become a matter
of contract negotiations—into the “lawless
zone.” Sam has found romance with the Rolls
Royce of love robots, the legendary Cherry
2000 (Pamela Gidley), and he is desperate to
replace the chassis when she short-circuits
during an amorous adventure. The lawless
zone is a mix of old West frontier (complete
with appearances by Western icons Ben
Johnson and Harry Carey Jr.) and social satire.
The protagonists have to get past a parody
of yuppie suburban culture turned totalitarian cult run by a sadist (Tim Thomerson) to
reach the robot warehouse. Director Steve
De Jarnatt is better with humor than action,
and Griffith is unconvincing as a hard-bitten
tracker, while Andrews is a colorless leading
man. Still, the skewed social commentary and
creative production design remain entertaining. Debuting on Blu-ray, extras include audio
commentary by De Jarnatt, a new interview
with Thomerson, and a vintage “makingof” featurette. A strong optional purchase.
(S. Axmaker)

Der Todesking HH1/2

Cult Epics, 76 min., in German
w/English subtitles, not rated,
DVD: $29.95, Blu-ray: $34.95

German writer-director
Jörg Buttgereit doesn’t make
ordinary horror movies,
but rather fringe or underground films that deal with horrifying subjects in a way that upends genre expectations.
Der Todesking (1990) is one of Buttgereit’s
most notorious efforts, an anthology of
seven grubbily-filmed shorts—one for each
day of the week—dealing with the subject
of suicide and violent death. The most subtle
simply shows a bridge while titles silently
give the names, ages, and occupations of
those who have jumped to their deaths. But
the first vignette features a man methodically drowning himself in his bathtub while
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viewers simultaneously see his pet goldfish
dying; another shows a man shooting his
girlfriend and then himself after watching
video of a female Nazi guard castrating a
prisoner (graphically rendered); a third finds
a grief-stricken man talking about beheading his wife before shooting himself; and
a fourth depicts a young woman preparing
to slaughter a crowd at a rock concert. The
sequences are separated by grisly shots of a
naked corpse being gradually consumed by
maggots until only the skeleton remains, and
the entire series is bookended by a little girl
drawing “The King of Death”—a figure who
encourages people to want to die. Obviously
not for everyone, Der Todesking receives red
carpet treatment here with a remastered
high-def transfer, and loads of extras, including audio commentary by Buttgereit and
co-writer Franz Rodenkirchen, a “makingof” featurette, the music soundtrack, and a
stills gallery. Also included is the hour-long
1987 documentary Corpse Fucking Art about
the director’s even more controversial film
Nekromantic. A strong optional purchase.
(F. Swietek)

Five Easy Pieces
HHH1/2

Criterion, 98 min., R, DVD:
$29.95, Blu-ray: $39.95

Jack Nicholson found
his breakout role in this
1970 drama from director
Bob Rafelson. Bobby Dupea
(Nicholson) is an itinerant worker in the California oil fields. The black sheep in a family
of classical musicians, Bobby lives with his
dim bulb girlfriend Rayette (Karen Black), a
woman he constantly insults. Bobby brings
his anger and worldly cynicism with him
when he returns home to Washington state
to visit his dying father. The film’s signature
moment comes during a famed restaurant
scene in which Bobby patiently orders a side
of toast at a highway diner in a measured,
calm voice and then after some back-andforth with the waitress delivers a verbal
kicker in the same measured tone, only now
carrying an edge of gleeful malice. That mix
of bad boy rebellion, emotional guardedness,
and aggressive hostility catches the eye of his
brother’s girlfriend (Susan Anspach), who
is both attracted to and repulsed by Bobby.
Nicholson and Rafelson keep Bobby from
slipping into cliché by riding the currents of
his turbulent emotions, giving him moments
of generosity between angry, hostile confrontations. If Easy Rider served as an epitaph for
the ‘60s, Five Easy Pieces announced the silver
age of American filmmaking in the ‘70s, with
Nicholson redefining the leading man as
someone who doesn’t have the answers but
still swaggers with a show of confidence and
control as if he does. Previously available
from Criterion in the boxed set America Lost
and Found: The BBS Story (VL-3/11), extras
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include audio commentary, interviews, retrospective featurettes, and an essay. Highly
recommended. (S. Axmaker)

The Golden Year
HHH1/2

Warner, 6 discs, 668 min., G,
Blu-ray: $69.98

Filmmaker Peter Bogdanovich said over 50 years
ago that 1939 was the greatest year for Hollywood movies, a claim that
has since been accepted as an article of faith.
Whether one agrees or not, it was definitely
an exceptional movie year. Five classics are
collected in this Blu-ray set, four of them
making high-def debuts. Directed by Edmund Goulding, Dark Victory featured Bette
Davis in one of her defining roles as a spoiled
heiress who discovers that she has a brain tumor and chooses to live her last months to the
fullest, transforming from selfish socialite to
the caring, loving wife of her doctor (George
Brent). Michael Curtiz’s Dodge City is both Errol Flynn’s first Western and the first Western
to be shot in the new three-strip Technicolor
process. Charles Laughton stars in William
Dieterle’s The Hunchback of Notre Dame, a
lavish remake of the grand silent film based
on Victor Hugo’s classic novel, featuring a
superb supporting cast: Maureen O’Hara (in
her American film debut), Cedric Hardwicke,
Thomas Mitchell, and Edmond O’Brien
(in his first film). Ninotchka, the sparkling,
witty, elegant romantic comedy from Ernst
Lubitsch, gave Greta Garbo her first comic
role, and she’s magnificent as a humorless
Russian bureaucrat who is sent to Paris, where
she is romanced by a frivolous but debonair
playboy lawyer (Melvyn Douglas). The only
film here previously available on Blu-ray is
Victor Fleming’s classic Gone With the Wind,
starring Clark Gable and Vivien Leigh, which
features an audio commentary by film historian Rudy Behlmer, but none of the other
supplements from previous releases. Other
extras spread across the set include vintage
shorts and cartoons, as well as a bonus disc
with the documentary “WBHE Presents 1939:
Hollywood’s Greatest Year,” narrated by Kenneth Branagh. A wonderful collection of five
undisputed Hollywood classics, this is highly
recommended. (S. Axmaker)

He Ran All the Way
HHH

Kino Lorber, 79 min., not rated,
DVD: $19.95, Blu-ray: $29.95

John Garfield exhibits
jittery paranoia and streetkid anger as Nick Robey,
a small-time hood who
shoots a cop in a payroll robbery and then
takes a working-class family hostage over
the course of a couple of sweltering days, in
this 1951 film noir made in the shadow of
the Communist witch-hunts. Garfield was

S E P T E M B E R / O C T O B E R

2 0 1 5

hounded for his liberal politics and had a
hard time landing roles (this was his last film;
he died in 1952), and director John Berry and
writers Dalton Trumbo and Hugo Butler were
blacklisted by the time the film came out (the
screenplay is credited to Guy Endore). All that
suspicion and nervous tension is evident here,
as Nick—who lives at home with a boozy
mother in a crumbling tenement—displays
more resentment than smarts, making him
a volatile figure when panic sets in and he
begins to see every innocent conversation
as a betrayal. James Wong Howe’s sharp
cinematography bores in on Garfield as he
paces and fidgets with nervous suspicion—his
sweaty face filmed in close-up—while the
frame seems to close in around Nick and the
family, turning an apartment into a claustrophobic cage and creating a pressure cooker
situation that pushes everyone to the edge of
unraveling. Shelley Winters is superb as the
daughter who is both scared of and attracted
to Nick. A minor classic of the genre, making its high-def debut, this is recommended.
(S. Axmaker)

Here is Your Life
HHH1/2

Criterion, 168 min., in Swedish
w/English subtitles, not rated,
DVD: 2 discs, $29.95; Blu-ray:
$39.95

Swedish filmmaker Jan
Troell’s 1966 feature film
debut is an epic (nearly three hours) comingof-age drama based on semi-autobiographical novels by Nobel Prize-winning author
Eyvind Johnson set in rural Sweden during
the years of World War I. Olof (Johnson’s
stand-in, played by Eddie Axberg) is a mere
13-year-old when he leaves his foster parents’
farm and sets out to make his own way
in the world. Here Is Your Life follows Olof
through his teen years as he moves from job
to job—a lumber camp, a sawmill, a movie
theater—while also schooling himself by
reading philosophy and attending socialist
meetings. In the tradition of the great filmmakers of Sweden’s silent era, the film is shot
on location and Troell captures the grandeur
of the landscape and the character of each
place beautifully, serving up a lovely portrait
of a past era that recreates one young man’s
experience, from the physical demands
and dangers of various jobs, to the lessons
learned from people he meets along the way,
to his sexual and romantic adventures, without ever slipping into either sentimentality
or social commentary. Costarring Ingmar
Bergman regular Max von Sydow and Gunnar Bjornstrand, this handsome-looking
Criterion release features extras including an
introduction by filmmaker Mike Leigh, new
interviews (with Troell, Axberg, and producer Bengt Forslund), Troell’s 1965 short film
“Interlude in the Marshland,” and a booklet.
Highly recommended. (S. Axmaker)

V I D E O

L I B R A R I A N

Ladyhawke HHH

Warner, 121 min., PG-13, Bluray: $21.99

Michelle Pfeiffer, still
emerging as a dazzling
screen siren in 1985, is easily
the most captivating thing
about Ladyhawke, which is
saying something considering the sumptuous landscapes and grand castles of northern
Italy that serve as backdrop for this peculiar
sword-and-sorcery tale. Master cinematographer Vittorio Storaro captured the sights
for Hollywood hitmaker Richard Donner,
but their combined expertise don’t always
overcome a discordant tone that tries to blend
humor, pathos, modern vernacular, and medieval fantasy. Pfeiffer is Isabeau, the titular
babe/bird, cursed to switch back and forth
between forms with the sun and moon, while
her lover, Navarre (Rutger Hauer), makes a
transformation from gallant knight to ferocious wolf in opposing circadian rhythm.
The jealous, godless bishop (John Wood)
who conjured the spell to keep them “always together, always apart” is also the chief
jailer of the walled city’s dungeons, which
is where Matthew Broderick’s wisecracking
thief Gaston comes in. After a daring escape,
Gaston falls in with Hauer’s hunk/beast, and
is thereby bound to help facilitate a magical
man/woman reunion that can happen only
if sun/moon intersect (cue the eclipse!) and
the devilish clergyman is vanquished. Thirty
years later, Ladyhawke still charms with its appealing young performers, while its outsized
visual splendor sparkles on Blu-ray. Recommended. (T. Fry)

Love Unto Death / Life Is
a Bed of Roses HHH
Cohen, 2 discs, 204 min., in
French w/English subtitles, not
rated, DVD: $29.98, Blu-ray:
$49.98

The great director Alain
Resnais—elder statesman of
the French New Wave—continued making
films practically up to the day he died in 2014
at the age of 91. This double feature presents
remastered versions of two of his films from
the early 1980s. Life Is a Bed of Roses (1983)
combines drama, romance, fantasy, and
musical elements to tell imaginative parallel
stories of love. In the historical tale, a castle
is built by an idealistic count (Ruggero Raimondi), who goes bankrupt while creating
his utopian ideal for the woman he loves
(Fanny Ardant). In the present-day story, the
castle is the site of a teacher’s symposium,
where a straight-laced grade-school teacher
(Sabine Azéma, Resnais’s muse and, later,
his wife) becomes the target of a romantic
plot launched by an eccentric education
maverick (Geraldine Chaplin). In between
these temporal worlds, a fantasy of kings and
dragons summoned by the children of the
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castle plays out, weaving a whimsical streak
through the adult stories. Resnais reunited
four of the costars for his very next film,
Love Unto Death (1984), starring Pierre Arditi
as an atheist archaeologist who comes back
from the dead (or so he thinks) and becomes
obsessed with his lover (Azéma). Ardant and
Andre Dussollier, the couple’s best friends, are
ministers who argue with them about faith
and religion. It’s a Bergmanesque meditation
on life, love, morality, and death—a more
serious film that lacks the light touch of Roses,
although both find Resnais playing with
storytelling conventions and expectations.
Extras include audio commentaries by film
critics Wade Major and Andy Klein. Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

The Maltese Bippy HH
Warner, 91 min., G, DVD:
$21.99

Hot off TV’s hit series
Laugh In, the comedy team
of Dan Rowan and Dick
Martin headlined this 1969
horror-comedy-mystery vehicle, a resounding box-office flop that
is partially credited for killing their joint
career. The Maltese Bippy is not all that bad...
but not especially good either, a silly trifle
from comedy director Norman Panama that
finds the comic pair playing shady showbiz
impresarios who are trying to sell a creepy old
mansion in Flushing, NY. Neighboring Eastern European no-goodniks, covetous of secret
treasure on the premises, convince Martin’s
character that he’s a werewolf. Even with a
daffy fake-out opening and ending (three
endings, in fact), the material here mostly
goes nowhere. And while the comedians’ slick
gag timing is as solid as it was in prime-time,
it worked better in their emcee roles than in
the lackluster schtick here. A minor cult curio
boasting a fine ensemble cast that includes
Julie Newmar, Robert Reed, Carol Lynley,
Mildred Natwick, and Fritz Weaver, this is an
optional purchase, at best. (C. Cassady)

Monte Walsh HHH

Kino Lorber, 106 min., PG-13,
Blu-ray: $29.95

The great cinematographer William A. Fraker, who
lensed Rosemary’s Baby and
Bullitt, made his directorial
debut with this lovely 1970 autumnal Western starring Lee Marvin and Jack Palance as
Monte and Chet, respectively, aging cowboys
facing the closing of the frontier. The opening credits play over idealized illustrations
of cowboys at work, but by the time Monte
and Chet return from a winter posting in the
mountains, the local ranches have all been
bought up by “the accountants” from the
East. Jobs are scarce (the new Eastern owners
begin by downsizing the work force; some
things never change) and the towns die off
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as the population leaves in search of work.
While the easygoing Chet eventually leaves
cow-punching to run a hardware store, Monte
is an independent who loves the freedom of
the range (“I don’t want to do anything I can’t
do from my horse.”). Marvin and Palance
share a warm and convincing camaraderie,
while Jeanne Moreau is lovely as the worldly
bargirl at the end of her own career. Monte
Walsh is an “end of the West” Western that
explores the changing culture with a melancholy beauty (capturing the empty plains
and abandoned towns) and a sense of loss,
but also an appreciation for the roughhousing, drinking, and practical joking of the
society of ranch hands living and working
together for the moment. And when Monte’s
fellow cowhands turn to crime, it’s not the
mercenary savagery of The Wild Bunch, but
merely a matter of desperation. Making
its Blu-ray debut, this is recommended.
(S. Axmaker)

My Beautiful Laundrette
HHH1/2
Criterion, 98 min., R, DVD:
$29.95, Blu-ray: $39.95

Nearly 15 years after his
first feature film Gumshoe
and more than a decade of
directing plays for British
TV, director Stephen Frears made his breakthrough with 1985’s My Beautiful Laundrette,
featuring an Oscar-nominated screenplay
written by playwright Hanif Kureishi. Omar
(Gordon Warnecke), son of a Pakistani
immigrant in London, who takes over the
management of a failing launderette owned
by his entrepreneurial uncle (Saeed Jaffrey)
in a seedy neighborhood, is a total outsider.
Although born and raised in Britain, Omar
is still seen as an immigrant by his white
neighbors, plus he’s gay, a secret that he keeps
from his family. The film was also a breakout
for Daniel Day-Lewis (who won awards from
the National Society of Film Critics and the
New York Film Critics Circle), playing a rough
and tumble street-smart gay punk who turns
his back on his racist buddies and resumes a
relationship with his old school-chum/boyfriend Omar, a romance that is kept under
wraps from their friends and families. My
Beautiful Laundrette remains a provocative
film, a grungy yet dynamic portrait of race
and prejudice in the Thatcher-era London
of East Indian immigrants and neo-Nazi
gangs, but also a very human story about
individuals struggling to find their identity
and place in a complicated culture. Extras
include new interviews (with the director,
writer, and producers), and a booklet. Highly
recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Night and the City HHH1/2

Criterion, 95 min., not rated, DVD: $29.95, Bluray: $39.95

Richard Widmark stars as a two-bit Ameri-
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can con-man in London in
one of the best Hollywood
film noirs set in a foreign
capital. Harry Fabian (Widmark) is a restless hustler at
the bottom of the underworld food chain with a
trail of failed get-rich-quick
schemes, but still holding on to the naïve
enthusiasm that this one “can’t lose”—much
to the dismay of his long-suffering girlfriend
(Gene Tierney). Harry’s latest scheme, however, pits him against London’s wrestling
kingpin (Herbert Lom) and he winds up using
everyone within reach to put his precarious
plan together. Shot for 20th Century Fox on
location, this was director Jules Dassin’s final
American film before fleeing the Communist
witch-hunt and decamping to Europe. In the
classic film noir tradition, everyone is out
for themselves (except for Tierney, the most
angelic “nightclub hostess” you’ve ever seen,
who is faithful beyond all reason), and the
consequences for betraying powerful men
are dire. Widmark is a man so desperate to
be seen by others as a success, that he will lie,
cheat, and steal to make that happen, serving
up a quick smile that is a beautiful mix of
sly arrogance and childlike joy. Dassin turns
nocturnal London into a labyrinth when
Harry’s plan inevitably goes bad and he is
forced to flee, scurrying through alleys and
ducking into dives like a rat on the run, while
desperately searching for a way out (the stark
slashes of light and extreme camera angles
are classic film noir images). Newly restored
and remastered, extras include the alternate
British version of the film, audio commentary
by film scholar Glenn Erickson, archival
interviews with Dassin, a comparison of
music scores for the American and British releases, and a booklet. Highly recommended.
(S. Axmaker)

Prime Cut HHH

Kino Lorber, 88 min., R, Bluray: $29.95

A calloused, gritty, underrated 1972 crime drama,
Prime Cut stars Lee Marvin
as tough, hard-bitten mob
enforcer Nick Devlin, who is sent to Kansas
City to collect from a crooked stockyard
mogul and meat-packing mobster with the
unusual name of Mary Ann. The name is
unusual because Mary Ann is a man (Gene
Hackman), a mercenary who is expanding
his business into selling girls while thumbing
his nose at the Chicago players who bankrolled his operation. “Animal flesh, human
flesh, it’s all the same,” is Mary Ann’s motto.
Devlin is strictly business, a man without
sentimentality, but he draws the line at Mary
Ann’s flesh-peddling enterprise with underage girls whom he treats like cattle. Michael
Ritchie directs with a lean style and offbeat
flourishes of gallows humor as he twists
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crime movie conventions: the mob gunman
from the big bad city of Chicago is the white
knight here and the heartland folk are as
corrupt as in any urban cesspool. Ritchie also
delivers inventive and memorable set pieces,
including a shotgun battle in the midst of
the oblivious patrons of a country fair, and
a chase through a wheat field as Devlin and
threatened girl Poppy (Sissy Spacek in her
film debut) run hand in hand from a thresher.
But underneath the gangster movie drama
lies a brutal satire of American commerce
as an amoral culture in which everything
is for sale. Making its Blu-ray debut, this is
recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Spider Baby HHH

Arrow, 84 min., not rated, Bluray/DVD Combo: $39.95

A great blast of 1960s Bmovie inspiration, 1967’s
Spider Baby is the debut solo
feature film from cult director Jack Hill, who had previously spent
years reworking unfinished and imported
films for Roger Corman. For his first original
project, Hill wrote a horror comedy about a
family cursed with Merrye Syndrome, a (fictional) malady that causes all the members
of the Merrye family to regress mentally
and emotionally with the onset of puberty.
“The unfortunate result of… inbreeding,”
explains Bruno (Lon Chaney Jr. in a warm,
paternal performance), who is the chauffeur
and guardian of the afflicted offspring. The
“children” (adult women Jill Banner and
Beverly Washburn in schoolgirl frocks, and
gangly Sid Haig as bald, infantile Ralph) slip
into a state of childlike innocence and primal
savagery. When distant cousins (closet dominatrix Carol Ohmart and affable, avuncular
Quinn Redeker) arrive with a lawyer to contest an inheritance, all of these roiling drives
are unleashed. Spider Baby is an inventive
mix of Psycho, Freaks, and Freud (the sexual
curiosity of the children is both inspired and
unsettling) that is kinky, funny, and oddly
sweet. Chaney called this one of his favorite
roles and Hill slips in a number of Wolfman
references in tribute. Presented in a Blu-ray/
DVD Combo set, Spider Baby features a new
HD transfer, along with numerous extras,
including an audio commentary, cast and
crew panel discussion, behind-the-scenes featurettes, interviews, Hill’s 1960 student film
“The Host,” and a booklet. Recommended.
(S. Axmaker)

Stray Cat Rock: The
Collection HH1/2

Arrow, 5 discs, 417 min., in
Japanese w/English subtitles,
not rated, Blu-ray: $69.95

In 1970, the Japanese Nikkatsu Corporation decided to produce a series
of outlaw biker movies modeled after the
exploitation flicks that Roger Corman was
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churning out for American audiences. Originally released in 1970-71, the five Stray Cat
Rock movies were obviously made in a hurry,
sharing a vivid ’70s style and youth-oriented
sensibility. Toshiya Fujita’s Wild Jumbo is
a heist movie in which a group of reckless
teens unearth a cache of weapons and rob a
religious group. Yasuharu Hasebe’s Delinquent
Girl Boss focuses on the tough female leader
of a biker gang who becomes embroiled in a
rigged boxing match. Hasebe also helmed Sex
Hunter, which revolves around a war between
female and male gangs, and Machine Animal,
centering on female bikers who are trying to
exonerate American soldiers being railroaded
on drug charges. Lastly, Fujita’s Beat ’71 (also
known as Crazy Riders ’71) serves up a weird
riff on Romeo and Juliet with a Western subplot, in which a father tries to keep his son
from associating with a jailed female biker.
All of the films are schlock, but the goofy
mixture of sex, violence, and music—coupled
with the overwrought camerawork and editing—can be amusing. Bowing on Blu-ray, the
Stray Cat Rock set features extras that include
interviews with Hasebe, and actors Tatsuya
Fuji (who appeared in all five films) and
Yoshio Harada. A strong optional purchase.
(F. Swietek)

The Sunshine Boys
HHH

Warner, 111 min., PG, Blu-ray:
$21.99

Movie adaptations of Neil
Simon’s plays have been a
mixed bag, and even the
best still feel stagebound, which is certainly
the case with this 1975 film of Simon’s
Broadway smash, stiltedly directed by Herbert
Ross. The Sunshine Boys centers on a legendary
comedy team who split up acrimoniously
more than a decade earlier but are invited
to appear on a TV special to perform one of
their old sketches. Much of the story follows
the frantic efforts of the nephew (Richard
Benjamin) of curmudgeon Willy Clark
(Walter Matthau)—an older version of gruff
Oscar Madison—to persuade Clark and his
erstwhile partner, Al Lewis (George Burns),
who is now living contentedly in the suburbs,
to agree to work together again one last time.
He does succeed, but the ancient animosity
between the pair threatens to derail their
performance. Burns is a delight—winning an
Oscar here—but Matthau bellows overmuch,
and his heavy old-age makeup is unconvincing. And the supposedly classic doctor skit the
duo bring out of mothballs turns out to be a
hoary vaudeville routine that is more likely to
evoke groans than laughs. With all its flaws,
however, The Sunshine Boys is a poignant as
well as sporadically funny film about two old
guys whose underlying affection is evident
despite their rants, and it provides Burns the
opportunity to give a master class in impeccable comic timing. Debuting on Blu-ray,
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extras here include an audio commentary
by Benjamin, a featurette about Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer with a substantial segment on the
movie, a silent makeup test with Matthew and
Jack Benny (who was originally signed to play
Lewis but dropped out due to illness), and a
screen test of Phil Silvers as Clark. Recommended. (F. Swietek)

The Tall Blond Man with
One Black Shoe HHH

Film Movement, 90 min., in
French w/English subtitles, PG,
DVD: $24.95, Blu-ray: $34.95

Pierre Richard rocketed
from French comedy favorite to world-renowned farceur with this 1972 comedy about a concert
violinist mistaken for an international spy.
The premise borrows from Alfred Hitchcock’s
North by Northwest, with a government intelligence agency creating a fake agent to distract
the enemy, but it’s here given a cynical twist
and comic treatment closer to the Pink Panther
films. François (Richard) is a decoy, of course,
but also an unwitting pawn that the head of
the agency (Jean Rochefort) has no qualms
about sacrificing in his struggle against an
underling (Bernard Blier) who is plotting to
take his position. Mireille Darc costars as a
sexy agent sent to seduce secrets from the
patsy. Klutz he may be, but François is also
an amiable, innocent straight man in the eye
of a spy movie hurricane, and director Yves
Robert favors wonderful small scenes and wry
commentary over slapstick zaniness. A clever
film that was also popular with American
audiences in its day, this was remade in the
U.S. in 1985 with Tom Hanks as The Man
with One Red Shoe (which has been rightfully
forgotten). Making its high-def debut, this is
recommended. (S. Axmaker)

The Thing with Two
Heads HH

Olive, 91 min., PG, DVD:
$24.95, Blu-ray: $29.95

“They transplanted a
white bigot’s head on a soul
brother’s body!” reads the
tagline for this 1972 cult
oddity starring Ray Milland as racist doctor
Maxwell Kirshner, suffering from a fatal
condition, who plans to graft his own head
onto another living body. After a successful
experiment with a gorilla and a surreal chase
with a two-headed ape (a guy in an ape suit,
of course) running through suburbia, Kirshner goes into a coma and his protégé moves
Kirshner’s head onto a death row prisoner
named Jack Moss (Rosey Grier), who also happens to be a black man. Although essentially
an example of grindhouse ‘70s sci-fi cinema,
a case might be made for the film’s racial
politics, as the white head—colonized on a
black man—tries to claim ownership of that
body even while the black head is still alive.
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But that would be giving too much credit to a
ridiculous flick that practically begs the audience to overlook its cheap effects (the dummy
head of Milland looks like it’s about to fall off
during an extended dirt-bike chase, while the
close-ups make it look like Milland is standing
on tiptoe trying to peek over Grier’s shoulder).
When Jack shows up at his girlfriend’s place
with this unwanted passenger, she asks: “I was
wondering… do you have two of anything
else?” Yes, it’s infamously bad, but that’s
why it’s a cult film—perhaps the weirdest,
silliest drive-in movie ever made about race
relations. Optional. (S. Axmaker)

Wolfen HHH

Warner, 114 min., R, Blu-ray:
$21.99

Adapted from the Whitley
Strieber novel and directed
by Michael Wadleigh, 1981’s
Wolfen is not a werewolf
movie by strict definition, but it does delve
into Native American lore involving shapeshifters and ancient animal spirits, as well
as urban legends of wolves who hunt in the
cities. Set in New York City during an era of
urban renewal and radical American terrorists, the film begins with the bloody murders
of a millionaire politician/developer and his
wife. The authorities think that a terrorist
organization is responsible but the investigation led by an unconventional homicide
detective (Albert Finney) reveals a string of
otherwise unrelated deaths sharing similar
details, along with evidence that wolves are
somehow involved—even though they are
extinct in New York. Wadleigh uses evocative
Steadicam POV shots of the wolves moving
through the city, sensing the world through
heat signature and scent (eerily similar to the
video surveillance technology used by the FBI
here). Diane Venora and Gregory Hines make
their respective feature film debuts as fellow
investigators, while Edward James Olmos is
memorable as a Native American activist who
guides Finney through the lore of his people.
Overall, Wolfen is a smart entry in the manversus-nature horror genre, featuring striking
imagery, an evocative atmosphere, genuinely
suspenseful thrills, and political, social, and
cultural dimensions that are rarely seen in
this kind of film. Bowing on Blu-ray, this is
recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Online
Visit Video Librarian Online (www.
videolibrarian.com) during September
and October for DVD/Blu-ray-specific
comments added to the video movies
reviewed here, as well as new reviews,
including: Aloha, I’ll See You in My Dreams,
The Kidnapping of Michel Houellebecq, Welcome to New York, and much more!
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TV on Video
Bitten: The Complete
Second Season HH

Entertainment One, 3 discs,
485 min., not rated, DVD:
$34.98

This supernatural thriller/
clan melodrama about a
werewolf pack of good-looking young adults who are keeping secrets and
running wild during the full moon moves
into its second season with a new threat to
its existence: a rebel warlock declares war on
a coven of witches. The first season premise
was that werewolf packs are all male, making
Laura Vandervoort’s Elena an anomaly who is
nonetheless embraced by the others. Season
two insists that all witches must be female, so
male witch Aleister (Sean Rogerson) is not just
an aberration but also a danger: according
to lore, a male witch will bring about the supernatural apocalypse. Thus the wolves and
witches—normally mortal enemies—must
team up to save their respective worlds, leading to the usual suspicions, double-crosses,
and betrayals. Bitten, a Canadian production
shown in the U.S. on Syfy, takes a serious,
humorless approach to the genre, and is ultimately a minor entry in the growing catalog
of supernatural TV series. Presenting all 10
episodes from the 2015 sophomore season,
extras include behind-the-scenes featurettes,
a New York Comic Con panel discussion,
deleted scenes, and a gag reel. Optional.
(S. Axmaker)

Call the Midwife: Season
Four HHH
BBC, 555 min., not rated,
DVD: 3 discs, $39.98; Blu-ray:
2 discs, 44.98

The fourth season of this
BBC medical drama, now
set in the 1960s, marks the
first without Jenny Worth (Jessica Raine), the
nurse-turned-author who wrote the books
that inspired the series. Fortunately, all other
cast members return, including narrator
Vanessa Redgrave, and Miranda Hart, who
shows up for two episodes as Chummy, the
semi-retired nurse who married in the second
year. As this season following the nurses, midwives, and nuns working at Nonnatus House
begins, free-spirited Trixie (Helen George)
plans a wedding to a conservative curate,
while Cynthia (Bryony Hannah) considers
joining the order as a nun. Sister Julienne
(Jenny Agutter) revisits a significant encounter from her past, and Sister Evangelina
(Pam Ferris) takes time off when she falls ill.
New arrivals include inexperienced Barbara
(Charlotte Ritchie), and Phyllis (Linda Bassett), a highly efficient nurse with poor social
skills (it takes the ladies awhile to warm up to
her, but the middle-aged Phyllis does have a
soft side). The show also takes on the issue of
homosexuality at a time in Britain’s history
when the penalties for discovery were steep.
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In one episode, a father-to-be faces conviction
when caught soliciting an undercover cop
for sex; in another, midwife Patsy (Emerald
Fennell) must weigh how to proceed in her relationship with her girlfriend, since she can’t
keep it secret forever. Sister Monica Joan (Judy
Parfitt) and Dr. Turner (Stephen McGann) are
also on hand, and while the lack of a central
character sometimes leaves the series feeling
unfocused, the consistently fine ensemble
acting and solid drama make this a winner.
Compiling all eight episodes from 2015, this
is recommended. (K. Fennessy)

The Crimson Field
HHH

PBS, 2 discs, 360 min., not
rated, DVD: $34.99

This soapy melodrama
about nurses in a military
hospital premiered on the
BBC in 2014 as part of its
grand WWI centenary programming initiative before later arriving in the U.S. on PBS.
Plans for additional episodes were scrapped,
but The Crimson Field still offers plenty of
costume drama for fans of Downton Abbey and
Call the Midwife. Voluntary Aid Detachment
nurses Kitty (Oona Chaplin), Flora (Alice St.
Clair), and Rosalie (Marianne Oldham) are
fresh-faced and eager when they arrive at a
British field hospital on the coast of France
soon after the start of the war. The women
are joined by the more experienced Sister
Joan (Suranne Jones), who carries the most
wrenching backstory, although each of them
work through personal issues while growing
emotionally. The episodes mostly center on
the interactions with the parade of young
soldiers whose broken bodies and battered
minds provide gritty life lessons for the
inexperienced nurses. But there’s also plenty
of theatrics involving handsome doctors,
officers, and nurse matrons with whom they
butt heads or make woo. As a mid-budget
ensemble period drama, The Crimson Field is
a worthy effort. Recommended. (T. Fry)

The Dovekeepers HH1/2
Sony, 2 discs, 172 min., not
rated, DVD: $39.99, Blu-ray:
$42.99

Flush from their huge success with 2013’s The Bible,
married producers Mark
Burnett and Roma Downey
adapted Alice Hoffman’s bestseller into this
lightly religious two-part CBS-aired miniseries in hopes that it would strike a similar
chord with mass network audiences. While
the production looks great, with detailed
backgrounds set against the story of the firstcentury siege of Masada, the dramatic impact
suffers somewhat since it is presumed that
viewers are already aware of the epic JewishRoman standoff that ended in mass suicide.
Sam Neill plays historian Flavius Josephus,
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who documents the events of the siege
through the words of Shirah (Cote de Pablo)
and Yael (Rachel Brosnahan). Along with
Shirah’s daughter, Aziza (Kathryn Prescott),
the women become the titular keepers of
the mountain hideaway fortress’s messenger
birds, but not before a string of complicated
turns involving adultery, witchcraft, hidden
identities, murder, rape, and all manner of
Judaic suffering. While the titillation and
adventure sprinkled into the religious history
certainly adds to the entertainment value,
all of the flashbacks and crosscutting takes
a toll on the narrative, which confusingly
skips around. With so many characters and
stories being recounted, little opportunity is
offered for any deeper emotional connection
to these strong women and their people’s
struggle for freedom. Still, fans of biblical
epics and female-oriented historical fiction
will likely find much to enjoy here. Extras
include a behind-the-scenes featurette. A
strong optional purchase. (T. Fry)

House of Cards: Volume
Three HHH
Sony, 4 discs, 691 min., not
rated, DVD: $55.99, Blu-ray:
$65.99

The first original series
from Netflix to make a major media splash, House of
Cards began as a political drama featuring
black comedy, but has since grown humorless and grim, even with star Kevin Spacey
turning to the camera to make sardonic
comments and conspiratorial asides. The
third season opens with cutthroat political
operator Frank Underwood (Spacey) taking
over the Oval Office as an unelected President (after the disgraced President resigns)
and Doug Stamper (Michael Kelly)—his
reliable hatchet man—recovering from a
nearly fatal attack and being sidelined by
Underwood, who no longer trusts him. Then
again, Underwood doesn’t trust anybody:
deeply unpopular with both the public and
his own party, he fights an uphill battle to
rework Social Security and other entitlements while campaigning in the Democratic
primary race. Meanwhile, Claire (Robin
Wright), now First Lady, has her own agenda
and gets herself appointed as U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations, where she’s
outmaneuvered by more politically savvy
veterans of international diplomacy and
hampered by her emerging conscience. It’s a
different show this season, with Frank working within the system rather than manipulating it from the margins, but it doesn’t deliver
the cynical, nasty fun of earlier runs. Still,
Spacey and Wright are as watchable as ever
and the show has a committed fan base. And
since non-Netflix subscribers can’t otherwise
see it, this is worth picking up. Compiling
all 13 episodes from 2015, extras include a
behind-the-scenes featurette (exclusive to
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the Blu-ray release is an additional featurette).
Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

I Love Lucy: Ultimate
Season 2 HHHH

Paramount, 5 discs, 791 min.,
not rated, Blu-ray: $129.99

Writing in VL-11/04, reviewer Ed Hulse noted of I
Love Lucy’s second season
DVD release that “one of the best-loved TV
sitcoms of all time continues...with many
of the series’ most memorable installments.
Ricky Ricardo (Desi Arnaz) and his wife Lucy
(Lucille Ball) are still living in New York,
and still getting into mischief with their
friends Fred (William Frawley) and Ethel
Mertz (Vivian Vance). Having established the
series’ premise in the first season, the show’s
writers cut loose with a succession of wacky
episodes showcasing Ball’s talents as a clown.
“Job Switching,” for example, is possibly the
best-known show in the history of the series:
Lucy takes a job in a chocolate factory and
runs afoul—á la Charlie Chaplin in Modern
Times—of a malfunctioning production
line. “Ricky Loses His Voice” is an early example of Lucy’s ongoing efforts to become
a performer, in this case replacing Ricky at
the Tropicana when he develops laryngitis.
“The Courtroom” is a hilarious episode that
finds the Ricardos and Mertzes suing each
other over a broken TV set. One of the most
touching moments here is found in “Lucy
Is Enceinte,” when Lucy breaks the news
that she’s pregnant (the couple’s son, Little
Ricky, is born in the episode “Lucy Goes to
the Hospital,” which actually beat President
Dwight Eisenhower’s inauguration in the
ratings when broadcast in January 1953). Not
as dependent on guest stars as subsequent
seasons, the 1952-53 shows represent the
series’ high-water mark, and they’re every
bit as funny today as they were 50 years ago.”
Compiling all 31 episodes on this Blu-ray
debut “ultimate” edition, extras include an
audio commentary, 1953’s I Love Lucy: The
Movie, deleted footage and lost scenes, flubs,
audio episodes of Lucy’s radio show My Favorite Husband, text bios and production notes,
and more. Highly recommended. Editor’s
Choice. (R. Pitman)

Justiﬁed: The Complete
Final Season HHH1/2
Sony, 3 discs, 583 min., not
rated, DVD: $55.99, Blu-ray:
$65.99

The sixth and final season
of the FX series starring Timothy Olyphant as Kentuckyborn U.S. Marshal Raylan Givens and Walton
Goggins as his old friend turned criminal
nemesis Boyd Crowder ends the show with
Raylan assigned to shutting Crowder down
once and for all. While Crowder’s lover and
partner in crime Ava (Joelle Carter) plots her
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escape from both Raylan (who has turned
her into an informant) and Boyd, a new
player joins the mix: crime kingpin Avery
Markham (played by Sam Elliott), who comes
to Harlan County to buy up land as an investment for the future—in hopes of legally
growing marijuana—while his fiancée (Mary
Steenburgen) has her own agenda. Even as
Crowder competes with Markham’s efforts
to move in on his territory, he also plots an
elaborate heist to rob Markham’s private safe,
located over an old mine tunnel. As might be
expected from a series based on a short story
(and later novel) by Elmore Leonard, not
every character will make it out alive—but
there’s nothing predictable about either the
story or the characters, who are layered in
levels of loyalty and honor and self-interest.
Garret Dillahunt and Jeff Fahey costar, while
Jere Burns, Kaitlyn Dever, Mykelti Williamson, Natalie Zea, Jeremy Davies, and Patton
Oswalt make return appearances. This is
a satisfying end to a show that has consistently combined smart writing, well-drawn
characters, the unique culture of rural Kentucky, and Leonard’s distinctive pulp fiction
sensibility. Compiling all 13 episodes from
2015, extras include a behind-the-scenes
featurette (exclusive to the Blu-ray release
are additional behind-the-scenes featurettes,
and deleted scenes). Highly recommended.
(S. Axmaker)

Little House on the
Prairie: Season Six
HHH

Lionsgate, 5 discs, 1,200 min.,
not rated, DVD: $21.98, Bluray: $24.99

This 1979-80 sixth season
of the long-running family series centering
on the Ingalls family—loosely based on the
memoirs by Laura Ingalls Wilder—marks
the introduction of Laura’s (Melissa Gilbert)
beau and eventual husband Almanzo Wilder
(Dean Butler), brother of the new Walnut
Grove schoolteacher Eliza Jane (Lucy Lee
Flippin). Laura’s initial woozy crush on
the older man—showcased in the two-part
season opener “Back to School”—serves as a
springboard for later events, as the pair’s feelings grow and Almanzo goes up against Pa
(Michael Landon), who wants Laura to wait
until she’s 18 to marry. Other episodes focus
on adopted son Albert (Matthew Laborteaux),
who unknowingly causes a deadly accident
in the double-length “May We Make Them
Proud”; and the ritzy Oleson family: prissy
Nellie (Allison Arngrim), who finds love,
and shopkeeper father Nels (Richard Bull),
who flirts with a lady much sweeter than his
iconic meddling wife (Katherine MacGregor).
Featuring guest appearances by Billy Barty
and Victor French (reprising his role as the
rascally Mr. Edwards), this remastered and restored set compiling all 24 episodes includes
the sixth part of the documentary “The Little
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House Phenomenon—A Lasting Legacy.” Recommended. (J. Williams-Wood)

The Nanny: The
Complete Series HH

Shout! Factory, 19 discs, 3,300
min., not rated, DVD: $149.99

On his blog several years
back, Ken Levine, who wrote
for M*A*S*H, Cheers, and Frasier, offered a colleague’s 10
ways to tell a bad sitcom. No. 10: “Any show
with Fran Drescher is a bad sitcom.” Starring
Fran Drescher, The Nanny, which somehow
lasted six seasons, belongs to a subgenre of
sitcoms where the hired help becomes one
of the family, and it features broadly-played
stereotypes, insipid writing, and a grating
leading lady with a Lucille Ball complex.
Drescher stars as Fran, a freshly dumped
cosmetics salesperson from Queens, who
is unaccountably hired as a nanny for the
children of a British theatre producer (Charles
Shaughnessy). It’s an old fish-out-of-water
concept that becomes even fishier when the
reserved WASP household is intruded on by
Fran’s overbearing Jewish mother (Renee
Taylor) and senile grandmother (Ann Morgan
Guilbert). Stock characters include the snooty
butler who likes Fran, and the producer’s
female business partner who does not. The
Nanny was ceaselessly inventive in the ways
it found to “jump the shark,” with fantasy
episodes, musical production numbers, classic TV homages, dream episodes, and even
one in which Fran meets Fran Drescher. And
the list of guest stars through the years is impressive (Elizabeth Taylor, David Letterman,
and Bette Midler among them; monologist
Spaulding Gray even had a character arc
as Fran’s therapist). But The Nanny is very
much if its time—the ‘90s—and that time
has passed (topical humor as a rule does not
generally have a long shelf life). Compiling all
146 episodes from 1993-99, extras include episode commentaries, a “making of” featurette,
and a new behind-the-scenes featurette with
Drescher and production partner (and ex-husband) Peter Marc Jacobson. Not a necessary
purchase. (D. Liebenson)

New Worlds HHH

Acorn, 2 discs, 233 min., not
rated, DVD or Blu-ray: $39.99

Restoration England, the
setting of many bodice-ripping romance novels, is a
grim and violent time and
place, as presented in this
Channel 4-aired miniseries that unfolds in
both the British Isles and the Colonies across
the Atlantic. In 1680, following the English
Civil War, a vengeful and ruthless King
Charles II—with his Stuart dynasty back on
the throne—strikes down the remnants of
those who overthrew and executed his father.
Abe Goffe (Jamie Dornan), son of one of the
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anti-royalists, is a Robin Hood-like outlaw
harassing the nobility. When he makes a convert (and lover) of high-born Beth Fanshawe
(Freya Mavor), her family is destroyed. Beth
is sent into exile to the “New World”—the
Massachusetts colony—where the heavy
hand of Stuart tyranny still reaches. Shipwrecked and forcibly adopted into a tribe of
Native Americans whose lands are being methodically stolen by the colonists, Beth is torn
between the two cultures. Don’t expect any
cameos by young Washington or Jefferson;
this is for historically-minded Anglo-centric
viewers who know the difference between the
Roundheads and the Levellers—or those who
want to see 50 Shades of Grey actor Dornan in
a milieu where torture and pain aren’t sexy.
Extras include behind-the-scenes featurettes,
a deleted scene, and a photo gallery. Recommended. (C. Cassady)

The Newsroom: The
Complete Third Season
HH1/2
HBO, 2 discs, 360 min., not
rated, DVD: $39.98, Blu-ray:
$49.99

Set at a fictional 24-hour
news channel, Aaron Sorkin’s HBO series features all of the strengths
and weaknesses that viewers have come to
expect from his shows. The Newsroom boasts
a tight-knit ensemble of fine actors, scripts
that are full of smart dialogue, and characters
who are educated and dedicated. But in classic
Sorkin manner, the show’s issues and themes
are hammered home with little subtlety,
while these ostensibly smart professionals
behave in the most immature ways whenever
emotion comes into the picture. The third
and final 2014 truncated season features only
six episodes, all scripted by Sorkin, revolving
around the fight to save the network after the
scandal and lawsuit faced in the previous
season. Jeff Daniels stars as the veteran news
anchor who is protective of his team, Emily
Mortimer eases up on the dizzy distractedness of previous seasons as his producer, and
co-workers John Gallagher Jr. and Alison Pill
continue to dance around their romantic attraction. Sam Waterston, Olivia Munn, and
Dev Patel costar, and Jane Fonda is back as
the sharp-tongued network head. Sorkin’s
affection for his characters is apparent, and
his critique of modern TV news as a sideshow
that favors controversy and opinion over investigation and analysis remains as relevant
as ever. Still, this short-lived series is a mixed
bag. Extras include an audio commentary
and behind-the-scenes featurettes. A strong
optional purchase. (S. Axmaker)

Parks and Recreation: Season Seven
HHH
Universal, 2 discs, 280 min., not rated, DVD:
$39.98

Parks and Recreation was developed by
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the creators of the American incarnation of The Office for Saturday Night Live
alumnus Amy Poehler, who
plays Leslie K nope, the
passionately driven deputy
director of the Pawnee,
IN, Parks and Recreation
Department. Directed in
the same reality series/mock-documentary
style but set in the world of office politics
and petty turf wars within municipal government and small town bureaucracy, the
series was never as popular as The Office, but
it developed into a more clever and funnier
show thanks to sharp writing and a crack
ensemble cast. Poehler’s supercharged,
idealistic Leslie remains at the center of the
seventh and final abbreviated season, but
the supporting cast (which includes Adam
Scott, Aubrey Plaza, Aziz Ansari, Nick Offerman, and newly-minted action star Chris
Pratt as the show’s lovable doofus Andy)
receives equal time. These last episodes
transpire in 2017 (giving the writers free
reign to imagine their own near-future),
cramming in complicated conflicts and
happy endings for the entire cast in a valedictory lap that is both funny and satisfying. One installment plays out as an episode
of Andy’s local kids show, right down to the
credits and the snazzy editing gimmicks,
with Andy playing superhero Johnny Karate
like an overgrown kid with a heart as big
as his imagination. Where so many sitcoms
find their humor in incompetence, this
was the rare comedy that celebrated talent,
commitment, and public service, and still
was able to find humor. Compiling all 13
episodes from 2015, extras include behindthe-scenes featurettes, deleted scenes, and
a gag reel. [Note: also available is Parks and
Recreation: The Complete Series, priced at
$149.98.] Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Poldark: The Complete
First Season HHH

PBS, 3 discs, 480 min., not
rated, DVD: $44.99, Blu-ray:
$49.99

It’s been four decades
since the BBC/PBS series
Masterpiece Theatre struck
gold with the first adaptation of Winston
Graham’s novels about the titular British
adventurer, who after serving as a redcoat
during the American Revolutionary War,
went home to find circumstances much
changed—his father dead, the family mining operation shut down, and his beloved
about to wed his cousin. Starring Robin Ellis, the original Poldark (VL-5/10) set hearts
aflutter on both sides of the Atlantic, but
today comes across as somewhat stagey and
slow-moving. In this remake, handsome
hunk Aidan Turner stars as Ross Poldark,
Heida Reed plays the woman he loses to
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another, and Eleanor Tomlinson is the penniless Demelza, whom Poldark eventually
marries. The first season of the 1975 series
covered the first four of Graham’s books in
16 episodes; the new show adapts the first
two novels in eight episodes. While the
smoldering Turner is a charismatic Poldark,
the acting is strong right down the line
in this beautifully mounted production
featuring striking outdoor visuals that put
the older series to shame. Graham’s fans
will be happy that his engaging mixture
of romantic longing, physical derring-do,
business intrigue, familial tension, legal
trouble, sudden illness, and class conflict
continues to cast an enjoyable spell. Presenting all eight episodes from the 2015 first
season in their full-length U.K. versions,
extras include audio commentary, behindthe-scenes featurettes, and cast and crew
interviews. Recommended. (F. Swietek)

Powers: Season 1 HH1/2
Sony, 3 discs, 437 min., not
rated, DVD: $35.99, Blu-ray:
$45.99

Based on an acclaimed
2004 graphic novel series
by Brian Michael Bendis
and Michael Avon Oeming,
this is the first original scripted show for the
PlayStation Network. Powers is a superhero
tale told from the perspective of the human
police officers who take on superpowered
criminals, set in a culture where the “powers”—both heroes and villains—are the
media celebrities of the day. Sharlto Copley
stars as Christian Walker, the top cop of the
LAPD Powers Division and a former power
himself, with Susan Heyward as his new
partner, a young detective and rookie on
this elite team. Michelle Forbes costars as
an old-school hero, Noah Taylor is Walker’s
former partner and current nemesis, and Eddie Izzard plays a cannibalistic supervillain
named Wolf. This is a superhero series on
a budget, underplaying the action in favor
of the celebrity culture, and the limitations
show in sometimes awkward action scenes,
minimal sets, and confused writing. In an
entertainment marketplace with no shortage of successful superhero shows (including the Netflix original Daredevil), Powers is
somewhat disappointing, a series with great
ambition, a fashionably cynical attitude, and
a pared-down style but lacking the vision
and intelligence to make it really stand out.
Still, with the ongoing interest in comic book
shows, the popularity of the original comics,
and the fact that this is only available to gamers who are on PlayStation Network, this is
worth considering. Compiling all 10 episodes
from the 2015 debut season, extras include a
behind-the-scenes featurette (exclusive to the
Blu-ray release are a “making-of” featurette,
deleted scenes, and outtakes). A strong optional purchase. (S. Axmaker)
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Ripper Street: Season
Three HHH

the-scenes featurette, deleted scenes, and a
gag reel. Sure to appeal to the show’s devoted
fans, this is recommended. (F. Swietek)

BBC, 493 min., not rated,
DVD: 3 discs, $29.98; Blu-ray:
2 discs, $34.98

After two seasons this
BBC-aired British period
crime drama was cancelled,
but has been picked up by Amazon Prime.
Still offering an atmospheric treatment of
police and criminal activity in the notorious
Whitechapel region of London in the years
following the gruesome Jack the Ripper murders, the 1894-set third season begins with
a train derailment that not only brings the
show’s three estranged shamuses—Detective Inspector Reid (Matthew Macfadyen),
Detective Sergeant Drake (Jerome Flynn), and
Captain Jackson (Adam Rothenberg)—back
together again, but also proves key to the
season’s narrative arc. The crash was caused
by a heist in which ambitious brothel madam
Long Susan (MyAnna Buring) was a prime
mover. Individual cases are investigated—the
murder of a clairvoyant, the death of a
publican caught up in a brewers’ war—and
personal involvements affect the course of
events, while Susan goes to extreme lengths
to forward her plans. Amazon’s rescue of this
series proves that there is plenty of life—and
death—left in Ripper Street. Compiling all
eight episodes from the 2014 third season,
this is recommended. (F. Swietek)

Rizzoli & Isles: The
Complete Fifth Season
HHH

Warner, 4 discs, 757 min., not
rated, DVD: $39.98

TNT’s popular female
buddy series—starring Angie Harmon as no-nonsense Boston homicide
detective Jane Rizzoli and Sasha Alexander as
her close friend Maura Isles, a brilliant but
socially inept medical examiner—follows a
predictable pattern of combining homicide
cases with personal crises. Some of the mysteries are fairly ordinary, such as the stabbing
of a jogger or the death of a man thrown from
a balcony, but most add unusual elements.
One features a suspect who claims to be a
werewolf, another the death of a man in his
fallout shelter, and a third the murder of a
rare-book dealer that hinges on the decipherment of symbols in Celtic manuscripts. One
episode even mimics the old “most dangerous
game” template, with men becoming the targets of a hunter. As to personal matters, Jane
must deal with her unexpected pregnancy
while Maura confronts (awkwardly, as usual)
the possibility of romance. Casting a shadow
over the entire season is the death of squad
member Barry Frost; Lee Thompson Young,
who played the detective, committed suicide
in 2013, and his character here dies in an auto
accident. Compiling all 18 episodes from the
2014-15 fifth season, extras include a behind-
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When Calls the Heart:
Trials of the Heart
HH1/2

Shout! Factory, 88 min., not
rated, DVD: $14.98

The Hallmark Channel’s
adaptation of Janette Oke’s
When Calls the Heart—from
her Canadian West novel series—continues
with this TV-movie combining the first two
episodes of the 2015 second season. The
story revolves around a trial against a mining company after an accident leaves several
Coal Valley women widows. Although the
ladies express surprise when they learn that
a woman, Samantha Madison (Laura Mennell), will be representing their interests, they
quickly realize that she is more than capable.
The judge presents a bigger threat due to his
fraternization with both the plaintiff and
the defense attorney. In matters of the heart,
shopkeeper Abigail Stanton’s (Lori Loughlin)
relationship with investigator Bill Avery (Jack
Wagner) cools following a discovery, but the
courtship between teacher Elizabeth Thatcher
(Erin Krakow) and constable Jack Thornton
(Daniel Lissing) continues unabated. When
Elizabeth’s mother falls ill, Jack accompanies
her to the city of Hamilton, where he meets
her wealthy family. Jack also reunites with his
ne’er-do-well brother, Tom (Max Lloyd-Jones),
the trial comes to an end, and a mysterious
gentleman makes an announcement: henceforth, the old town will have a new name and
a new industry. A strong optional purchase.
(K. Fennessy)

The Wire: Complete
Series HHHH

HBO, 20 discs, 3,540 min., not
rated, Blu-ray: $199.99

David Simon, a former
crime reporter and TV cop
show veteran (Homicide),
launched this compelling HBO series in
2002. More than a crime drama, this story of
cops, crooks, and the social and bureaucratic
forces that both divide and bind them starts
as a dense, interwoven study of a task force
investigation of an inner-city drug dealer
and the violence surrounding his ambitious
expansion. Subsequent seasons took on the
unions, drug policy, education, city hall, and
finally the media (specifically newspaper journalism), building over five seasons a complex
portrait of Baltimore using fictional stories
that illuminated the social and bureaucratic
forces that make our cities work—or just as
often, not work. Boasting a novelistic sweep
and complexity that was unprecedented on
the small screen, The Wire remains one of
the best American TV shows ever, thanks to
a stable of fantastic writers that included Si-
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mon and novelists Richard Price and Dennis
Lehane, as well as a strong cast that featured
Dominic West, Idris Elba, Amy Ryan, and
Glynn Turman. Remastered in high-def for its
Blu-ray debut and reformatted for widescreen
TVs, this set compiles all 60 episodes from the
show’s 2002-08 five season run, along with
extras including episode commentaries, a
new roundtable discussion with Simon and
cast members, behind-the-scenes featurettes,
and prequel shorts. Highly recommended.
Editor’s Choice. (S. Axmaker)

Young Hercules: The
Complete Series HH1/2
Shout! Factory, 6 discs, 1,098
min., not rated, DVD: $29.95

Before his big screen
breakout roles in Remember
the Titans and The Notebook,
Ryan Gosling starred as the
titular teenage demi-god in this juvenile
spin-off of Sam Raimi’s tongue-in-cheek
myth-adventure series Hercules: The Legendary Journeys. In this high school show (albeit
set in ancient times), Hercules heads off to
Cheiron’s Academy—a mix of military academy and boarding school—where he meets
his future sidekick (Dean O’Gorman), among
others. Kevin Tod Smith reprises his role as
God of War (and Hercules’ half-brother) Ares
(which Smith played in both Hercules and
Xena), who is bent on sabotaging Hercules’
efforts. Gosling is the skinniest strongman
on TV—young Hercules as a boy band
pinup with shaggy hair, a crooked grin, and
abandonment issues thanks to deadbeat
dad Zeus. The attitude is strictly juvenile,
with big performances, broad humor, and
cartoonish sound effects, and a basic lesson
to be learned in every adventure. The series
was shot entirely in New Zealand on a small
budget and a rapid shooting schedule, which
clearly shows. Gosling is an untutored talent
in the early episodes, working to find his own
place in a show where overacting is the norm,
and getting by mostly on charisma before his
confidence finally grows and his performance
settles down. It’s mostly a curiosity, silly
but good-natured, and possibly of interest
to Gosling fans. Compiling all 50 episodes
from 1998-99, extras include a featurette on
the writing of the show. A strong optional
purchase. (S. Axmaker)

Online
Visit Video Librarian Online (www.
videolibrarian.com) for more reviews
during September and October, including: The Comeback, The Driver, Orphan
Black: Season Three, Person of Interest:
The Complete Fourth Season, Playing
House: Season 1, Teen Wolf: Season 4, and
much more!
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Video Reviews
Ordering information for the titles reviewed in
this section can be found in the “Distributor
Addresses” listings at the back of the magazine.

HHHH= Excellent
HHH= Good
HH= Fair
H= Poor
PPR = Public Performance Rights
DRA = Digital Rights Available
Aud = Audience
K = Preschool-Kindergarten
E = Elementary (grades 1-3)
I = Intermediate (grades 4-6)
J = Jr. High (grades 7-8)
H = High School (grades 9-12)
C = Colleges & Universities
P = Public Libraries

CHILDREN’S
Click, Clack, Boo! HH1/2

(2015) 4 min. DVD: $38.99. Dreamscape Media.
Closed captioned. ISBN: 978-1-68141-255-9.

The latest in author Doreen Cronin and illustrator Betsy Lewin’s popular series—which
began with the 2000 Caldecott Honor-winning Click, Clack, Moo: Cows That Type—this
holiday-themed iconographic-animated
adaptation of the 2013 picture book features
narration by the drawling Maurice England.
Here, grouchy Farmer Brown is definitely
not looking forward to Halloween. He hears
creepy noises and imagines nightmarish
witches, shiver-inducing pirates, and spooky
jack-o-lanterns. In the barn, however, the
livestock and other creatures are having a
grand old time partying with cool costumes
(think: cat with bat wings, a princess mouse,
a vampire duck), and they hatch an idea of
how to help their provider to loosen up a
little. Although much shorter and not as
imaginative as other entries in the series—including the original short (VL-3/02), Giggle,
Giggle, Quack (VL-5/04), and Duck for President
(VL-3/05)—this should still be considered
a strong optional purchase. Aud: K, P.
(J. Williams-Wood)

Goldilocks and the Three Dinosaurs
HHH

(2015) 11 min. DVD: $59.95 (study guide
included). Weston Woods Studios. PPR. Closed
captioned. ISBN: 978-0-545-84267-9.

Author and illustrator Mo Willems narrates this animated adaptation of his 2012
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picture book, which offers an edgy spin
on the classic fairy tale. The central story
is turned on its head with the introduction
of three dinosaurs: Papa, Mama, and…no,
not Baby—but a dino visitor from Norway.
The trio cook up some chocolate pudding
and hide in the woods, laying a trap for a
“poorly supervised little girl,” who barges
into the dinosaurs’ abode, gobbles up all of
the dessert bait set at various temperatures
(“Scalding, yet delicious”), and wonders
why all of the furniture is so enormous. Featuring music by Scotty Huff, extras include
a bonus interview with Willems (including
a visit to the Eric Carle Museum of Picture
Book Art in Amherst, MA), outtakes, and a
read-along option. Recommended. Aud: K, P.
(J. Williams-Wood)

Grace Stirs Up Success HH1/2

(2015) 102 min. DVD: $19.98, Blu-ray/DVD
Combo: $26.98. Universal Studios Home
Entertainment (avail. from most distributors). SDH
captioned.

This latest addition to the live-action film
series inspired by the popular toy franchise
features “Girl of the Year” character Grace
and is based on stories by Mary Casanova.
Starring Olivia Rodrigo as the ‘tween protagonist, Grace Stirs Up Success finds Grace
planning a summer cupcake-selling venture
with her two besties so that the trio can
earn money for new bikes. But there’s a
crimp in the plan: Grace’s mother (Virginia
Madsen) wants to travel to Paris to help
her very pregnant sister and master pastry
chef brother-in-law in their beleaguered
patisserie. So Grace and Mom head to the
City of Light, where Grace must deal with
a grouchy peer cousin and her uncle’s
strict expectations (various hijinks here
involve thrown baked goods and smashed
ingredients). Grace also meets a bulldog
who becomes part of a scheme to help
the patisserie, and she is constantly being

followed by a multi-instrumental French
band—which strains credulity. And speaking of incredulous, once Grace returns home
and discovers that her grandparents’ local
bakery is failing, she enters the MasterChef
Junior reality show competition in an attempt to win some relief money (real-life
show co-host Joe Bastianich is on hand
here). Extras include behind-the-scenes
featurettes. A bit vapid and unbelievable,
but also clean and harmless fun—while
offering some lessons about humility—this
is a strong optional purchase. Aud: P.
(J. Williams-Wood)

Max Steel: Go, Turbo! HHH

(2014) 64 min. DVD: $14.98. Lionsgate
Entertainment (avail. from most distributors).
Closed captioned.

Timed to coincide with the summer release
of Hollywood’s live-action Max Steel, this animated film tells the origin story of the titular
superhero. After high school student Maxwell
McGrath moves with his widowed mother to
a new town and school, he discovers that he
is endowed with Turbo Energy—the greatest
power in the universe. It turns out that Max’s
late father was working on a way to harness
Turbo Power with the aid of Steel, a winged
robot that shares its consciousness with Max,
magnifying his super-abilities. Together, Max
and Steel (and various others) collaborate to
battle a villainous corporation that is trying to
drain the life force out of young people. Nonstop action, zippy one-liners, and a likable
teen defender of all things virtuous make this
an engaging and fun watch. Recommended.
Aud: P. (T. Keogh)

Nothing HHH

(2014) 6 min. DVD: $38.99. Dreamscape Media.
PPR. Closed captioned. ISBN: 978-1-63379-349-1.

Author and illustrator Jon Agee’s 2007
picture book is adapted in this icono-

The Baby Tree HHH1/2

(2015) 7 min. DVD: $38.99. Dreamscape Media. PPR. Closed captioned.
ISBN: 978-1-68141-014-2.

The age-old children’s question of where babies come from is
given tongue-in-cheek treatment in this iconographic-animated
adaptation of the 2014 picture book by author and illustrator
Sophie Blackall. Narrated by Chris Patton, the story’s little boy
protagonist wakes up early one morning and receives a bit of family news: a new baby is coming. Although the boy has “a hundred
questions in my head,” he instead opts for more Cocoa Pops, and
in the rush of getting ready for the day, his question of “where
are we going to get the baby?” falls by the wayside. No matter: the little boy is on a
quest, and he asks others. Teen babysitter Olive mentions something about a seed that
makes him picture a sort of baby tree; teacher Mrs. McClure knows that babies come
from the hospital; pigeon aficionado Grandpa thinks the stork brings newborns; and
Roberto the mailman has information about eggs. It’s no wonder that the lad is “very
confused!”—until Mom and Dad finally clear things up. Also featuring a read-along
option, this informative and entertaining short aimed at young kids is highly recommended. Aud: K, E, P. (J. Williams-Wood)
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Caldecott Honor Book Award Winner
25th Anniversary Edition

NOW ON DVD
A traveler rids a village
synagogue of ghosts in this
adaptation of the multiaward-winning Hershel and
the Hanukkah Goblins.
DVD
9781681416694.............. $38.99

Every titl
includese

Sweet treats for Halloween:
Halloween Is…
“…playful illustrations.”

Haunted House,
Haunted Mouse

— Publishers Weekly

“…a wonderful job…”

DVD
9781681416557
$38.99

Available at

hoopla

READ
ALONG

Pumpkin Time

— School Library Journal

“…an entertaining
read-aloud for the whole
classroom.” — Booklist

DVD
9781681416625
$38.99

DVD
9781681416274
$38.99

dreamscapeab.com

Joseph: Beloved Son, Rejected Slave, Exalted Ruler
HHHH

(2015) 90 min. DVD: $14.99. Media 4 Kids International (dist. by Vision
Video).

Welcome to an all-new, actionpacked John Deere video
adventure series for kids.
• Discover the important role
bees play in the growing
process.
• Tour County Line Orchard where
we check out the apples and
watch how they make donuts.
• Zip over to the Los Angeles
Equestrian Center where kids
learn to jump and ride horses.
• Visit the famous Santa Anita
Race Track where race horses
work out.
• Go to the Peg Perego factory
and see how the John Deere
Gator riding vehicle is made.
• Plus five new songs by our
favorite singer/songwriter,
James Coffey.
35 minutes
Available from most major distributors
From the
producers
of the I Love Toy
Trains Series

TM Books & Video | Box 9228
Michigan City, IN 46361
(219) 879-2822 | (800) 892-2822 |
www.tmbv.com

V I D E O

L I B R A R I A N

This animated feature geared toward children recounts the
Old Testament story of Joseph, who receives a glorious coat of
many colors from his loving father and then is secretly sold to
a slave trader by his jealous brothers, before finally becoming
a leader and patriarch. The narrative begins with a prophesy
during a dream, as Joseph foresees that even the stars will bow
before him—a vision that further alienates him from his siblings, who already resent
his favored position in their family. Joseph’s journey through life results in humility
and deference to God, as he goes from the position of favorite son with riches and
status to being stripped of everything and having to start again in Egypt, where—following years of slave labor and imprisonment—he eventually earns approval from the
pharaoh, saves his people, and reconciles with his brothers. Presented in both English
and Spanish, and featuring excellent animation and compelling voice work, this is
highly recommended. Editor’s Choice. Aud: P. (C. Block)
graphic-animated short narrated by actor
George Newbern. Antique-shop owner
Otis thinks it’s his lucky day when eccentric and wealthy patron Suzie Gump
comes in before closing and responds to
his claim that he’s totally out of goods
with a strange request. “I’ve never had
nothing….I’ll pay you $300!” While Otis
feels that he may be taking advantage, he
nevertheless adheres to his father’s adage
that “the customer is always right” and,
indeed, gives Suzie…nothing. Sensing
opportunity, not-so-scrupulous neighboring shopkeepers jump on the bandwagon,
claiming that they also have nothing (even
imported nothing), and before long, crowds
are clamoring, as “nothing sold like nothing before.” Featuring clean charcoal lines
and basic watercolors, this enjoyably silly
story includes a bonus music video of the
theme song by the Promise Makers, and a
read-along option. Recommended. Aud: K, P.
(J. Williams-Wood)

Same, Same But Different HHH1/2

(2015) 8 min. DVD: $59.95 (study guide included).
Weston Woods Studios. PPR. Closed captioned.
ISBN: 978-0-545-84243-3.

Author and illustrator Jenny Sue KosteckiShaw’s 2011 picture book is adapted in this
vibrantly colorful iconographic-animated
short that features dual-narration by Maxwell Glick and Vikas Adam. Backed by a
world-music-tinged soundtrack by Ernest
Troost, Same, Same But Different compares
and contrasts the lives of two young boys
whose teachers have matched them up in a
pen pal program. American Elliot begins by
painting a picture of his world, and Indian
Kailash responds with his own interpretation
of the “colors of the sea.” The correspondents
trade letters back and forth describing their
families (Elliot lives in a red brick building
with his parents and baby sister; Kailash
has 23 family members and many animals),
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their surroundings, favorite classes, ways to
say “hello” (while Kailash and friends bow
and say “namaste,” Elliot and his buddies
have a special handshake complete with a
“secret spiral” and fist bump). Capturing the
camaraderie of two young men who have
many similarities even though they are
worlds apart, this engaging title—featuring a
read-along option—is highly recommended.
Aud: K, E, P. (J. Williams-Wood)

Scooby-Doo! and KISS: Rock and Roll
Mystery Original Movie HHH

(2015) 79 min. DVD: $19.98, Blu-ray/DVD
Combo: $24.98. Warner Home Video (avail. from
most distributors). SDH captioned.

This mash-up featuring crime-fighting
talking Great Dane Scooby-Doo and his
Mystery Inc. friends along with ‘70s rock
supergroup KISS is really as strange as it
sounds. Taking place at the fictional KISS
World amusement park, Scooby, Shaggy,
Daphne, and Velma—Fred prefers the
styling of “The Ascot Five”—slather on
the requisite KISS makeup and elbow their
way into helping the band (whose hobby is
solving mysteries “on a cosmic level”) get
to the bottom of a whodunit surrounding
the freaky Crimson Witch, who is wreaking
havoc and scaring off the paying crowds.
Flying around in a stinky red cloud, the
witch constantly rasps “Give me ROCK!”,
which the gang eventually determines has
something to do with an ancient space
realm, musical energy, destructive evil, and
the guys from KISS (Paul Stanley, Gene Simmons, Eric Singer, and Tommy Thayer, all
providing their own voices). Also featuring
the voices of Garry and Penny Marshall,
Kevin Smith, and Darius Rucker, this insane
vanity project sports plenty of edgy jokes,
flashy action sequences, classic Scooby
tropes, and beloved KISS songs, although
it’s hard to say who the best audience for
this might be. Bonus features include pro-
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Papa Is a Poet HHH1/2

(2015) 15 min. DVD: $59.95 (study guide included). Weston Woods
Studios. PPR. Closed captioned. ISBN: 978-0-545-84252-5.

In this iconographic-animated adaptation of the 2013 picture book by Natalie S. Bober and illustrator Rebecca Gibbon,
the titular “Papa” is American poet Robert Frost. Narrated
by Ammi-Joan Paquette and featuring music by John Jennings, the story—told from the perspective of Frost’s oldest
daughter, Lesley—centers on the Frost family’s bucolic life on
the Derry, NH, farm that Frost’s grandfather bought for him.
Lesley describes beautiful days of familial closeness, helping
her father gather eggs from the chickens, exploring with siblings, Sunday picnics,
and family reading sessions. Lesley also talks about her father’s disappointment
during this time—when his poetry largely went unpublished—and how a move
to England for a year changed all that. There is no hint here of the mental illness,
depression, or many deaths that plagued the Frost family, but the tale’s theme does
suggest how he rose above his family of origin’s perception of him as a failure.
Also including a read-along option, this fine introduction to an American master
is highly recommended. Aud: E, P. (T. Keogh)
duction featurettes and bloopers. Recommended. Aud: P. (J. Williams-Wood)

Viva Frida HHH

(2015) 11 min. DVD: $38.99. Dreamscape Media.
PPR. Closed captioned. ISBN: 978-1-68141-017-3.

Based on the Caldecott Honor Book and
Pura Belpré Award winner (for Latino works
for children), Viva Frida is an iconographicanimated adaptation of author-illustrator
Yuyi Morales’s 2014 picture book. Narrated
by Adriana Sananes, this introduction to
famed Mexican painter Frida Kahlo looks at
a life full of triumph and tragedy, including
her marriage to Diego Rivera and untimely
death. Along the way, some simple everyday
phrases are translated into Spanish (there are
also read-along options for both Spanish and
English). A couple of odd vocabulary choices
for young viewers crop up here—a reference
to Kahlo’s “mangled” body following a car
accident, and the word “tortuous”—but this
is a beautifully illustrated and informative
portrait of the artist. Recommended. Aud:
E, P. (T. Keogh)

PSYCHOLOGY & SELF-HELP
The Transforming Power of Caregiving:
Returning to Life after Caregiving Ends
HHH
(2015) 46 min. DVD: $59.95. Paraclete Press
(avail. from most distributors). PPR. ISBN: 978-161261-651-3.

The subject of working through grief
when a loved one dies has been the focus
of many self-help titles; much less covered
is how to deal with the void that is left after
years of caring for someone suffering from
illness or dementia. This helpful program
features extensive interviews with four
people who not only lost a parent or spouse
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but also a way of life that had formerly
centered on that person’s needs. As one says
of her mother, “When she died, suddenly it
was over and I was out of a job.” Offering advice on addressing emotions such as anger,
regret, relief, or resentment, which can all
arise when the caretaker’s “job” disappears,
this gentle presentation combines soothing
visuals featuring sunsets and autumn leaves
with solid commonsense tips: take time for
yourself, live in the present, embrace emotions (even negative ones), and feel your
way into your “new normal.” The tone here
is spiritual but makes little specific mention
of church, religion, or God. Extras include
a discussion guide. Recommended. Aud: P.
(F. Gardner)

RELIGION & PHILOSOPHY
The Christopher Films Collection HHH
(2014) 95 min. DVD: $14.99. Gospel Films Archive
(dist. by Vision Video).

This entry in Gospel Films Archive’s series
compiling vintage short films with Christian
themes features three titles produced in the
1950s by the non-denominational Christophers. Founded by priest and author Father
James Keller, this postwar-era group was
dedicated to encouraging people with good
values and ideals to enter careers of influence
(teaching, government, journalism, entertainment), creating a bulwark against any future
tyrannical or corrupt political movements.
Keller appears in all of the films, which feature some heavyweight Hollywood talent.
“You Can Change the World” (1951) stars
Jack Benny, William Holden, Bing Crosby,
Bob Hope, Paul Douglas, and Loretta Young,
under the direction of the great Leo McCarey
in a scenario in which Benny hosts a gathering where Keller talks about the Christophers’
philosophy. Along the way there are a few
laughs (Hope, in a cowboy outfit, has a surreal
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moment asking cows to be quiet), and Crosby
croons. More impressive, in dramatic terms,
is “A Link in the Chain” (1957), starring James
Cagney as a retiring college professor who
doubts he has made any difference in the
lives of his students. Flashbacks reveal that
he actually did quite a bit to instill a sense
of responsibility in young people regarding
the state of the world. Finally, “Government
Is Your Business” (1952) stars Arthur Franz
as a crusading idealist who takes on his
town’s rough-and-tumble political machine
in a quest to win a council seat. Not only
must he stand up to bosses, he also has to go
against the wishes of his frightened parents
and fiancée. An interesting set of films made
in a joint project between a religious group
and Hollywood, this is recommended. Aud:
C, P. (T. Keogh)

The Flame HHH

(2015) 77 min. DVD: $22.99 ($199.99 w/PPR). No
Special Abilities Productions (dist. by Dreamscape
Media).

Nestled in the shadows of the Sangre
de Cristo Mountains in Colorado, the tiny
town of Crestone was established in the late
1800s as a mining center, and featured the
usual attendant commercial businesses. But
the area was actually sacred to a number of
Native American nations for thousands of
years. With an eye towards that history, a
family with property in and around Crestone
deeded land to 24 spiritual organizations
representing a variety of mystical practices.
Filmmaker Sean Owen’s documentary explores some of the diverse belief systems
that can be found in the territory, while also
telling the story of Crestone—which now has
a population of less than 200. Viewers meet
old cowboys, as well as the descendants of
mercantile stores and dairy farms and cattle
ranchers, all of whom are neighbors of such
spiritual destinations as Dharma Ocean,
which teaches Tibetan Buddhist meditation; Haidakhandi, a commune; The Way
of Nature, focused on tai chi; The Singing
Stone, which promotes teepee meetings,
vision quests, and the use of peyote; and
the Shumei International Institute, encouraging world citizenship. Representatives
from each explain what they do, although
the blunt contrast between their ethereal
principles and the hardscrabble frontier life
of Crestone’s founders is sometimes unintentionally funny. Still, this juxtaposition of an
Old West story with the fascinating interfaith
culture that Crestone has nurtured makes for
an intriguing and peculiarly American tale.
Recommended. Aud: C, P. (T. Keogh)

Going on Vocation HHH

(2015) 102 min. DVD: $24.99. Christian History
Institute (dist. by Vision Video).

What’s the difference between a job and a
vocation? That question is explored through
a Christian perspective in this documentary
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John Paul II in America: Uniting a Continent HHH1/2
(2015) 56 min. DVD: $19.95. DRA. Knights of Columbus (dist. by
Janson Media).

Offering an excellent history of Pope John Paul II’s (19202005) extensive outreach to Central and South America, Haiti,
and Cuba, as well as the United States, director David Naglieri’s
John Paul II in America makes a strong case that the late Bishop of
Rome was heroic in his tireless championing of human rights, the
politically oppressed, and those brutalized by ceaseless civil wars.
The pattern and tone of John Paul II’s many speeches become
evident when witnessing back-to-back archival footage of his
visits to El Salvador, Chile, Brazil, Mexico, Nicaragua, and more, where he firmly states
his beliefs that the Church supports freedom, dignity, and a release from poverty and
fear. Various experts on John Paul II’s accomplishments argue persuasively that his
inspiration and affirmation of each individual’s value helped spark the changes that
helped bring about the end of sundry dictatorships. The pope’s contribution to the
fall of the Soviet Union and its grip on Eastern Europe is also examined, as well as his
frequent criticisms of what he called “a culture of death” (referring to everything from
abortion to callous acts of war and genocide) in contemporary civilization. Presented
in both English and Spanish versions, this fine profile encourages a fresh look at John
Paul II’s legacy. Highly recommended. Aud: C, P. (T. Keogh)
illustrating how a personal vision—and sense
of higher purpose—can be the most important part of work, no matter what a person
does. The subjects who share their stories hail
from a wide range of occupations, including
a waitress, a nurse, a construction worker,
a college professor, and a stay-at-home dad
(currently jobless), who embraces the opportunity to spend both quality and quantity
time with his kids (the experience has also
helped him to grow in spiritual terms). The
program, which also presents commentary
from Christian scholars, acknowledges that
finding a true calling within one’s job is not
always easy; for every individual who does
so (such as the professional pilot-turnedbeekeeper profiled here, who traded one set
of wings for thousands of others), many more
feel that their line of work is not particularly
satisfying. For a number of interviewees, however, their sense of purposefulness emerged
over time, as both their religious beliefs and
skills developed, and they became aware of
previously unrecognized opportunities all
around them. Embracing the concept of
“bloom where you’re planted,” these individuals exemplify the aim of serving and
living their faith every day, in every way.
Offering a solid exploration of the intersection of faith and work, this is recommended.
Aud: P. (C. Block)

SOCIAL & POLITIC AL ISSUES
Goodbye Gauley Mountain HH1/2

(2014) 70 min. DVD: $149 ($349 w/PPR). DRA.
Kino Lorber Edu.

Filmmaker Beth Stephens here addresses
the environmentalist red-alert issue of
“mountaintop removal,” an explosive coalmining technique that pulverizes coal-bear-
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ing highlands to bits. Appalachian mountaintop removal hits the Carolina wilderness with
the equivalent of a Hiroshima atom bomb
every 11 days. The results yield not only the
desired coal but also toxins that are released
into a devastated moonscape. San Franciscobased Stephens is married to famous pornstar/sex educator Annie Sprinkle (credited as
co-director). The couple declare themselves
“ecosexuals” and fight mountaintop removal
with traditional West Coast ACT UP-style
public performance art. Erotic tree-hugging
and wedding ceremonies—in which the pair
literally marry mountains—takes up relatively
little screen time, while other segments look
at homespun activists such as the late Larry
Gibson, who says that mountaintop removal
once again shows how America devalues not
only hillbillies but also their hills. The only
reasonable pro-mining voice heard here is the
husband of an anti-coal campaigner; others
are simply demonized as corporate fat cats.
Subtitled “An Ecosexual Love Story,” this
scattershot oddball documentary is a strong
optional purchase. Aud: C, P. (C. Cassady)

Hafu HHH

(2013) 85 min. In Japanese, English & Spanish
w/English subtitles. DVD: $80: public libraries &
high schools; $300: colleges & universities. DRA.
Third World Newsreel. PPR.

Hafu explores Japan’s growing number of
mixed-race citizens within a population that
mostly shares the same ethnic background.
Co-directors Megumi Nishikura and Lara
Perez Takagi focus on five individuals. Sophia, who grew up in Australia and felt like
an outsider among her peers, moved to Japan
to get to know the other side of her heritage.
David’s parents relocated from Ghana when
he was six, but their marriage fell apart afterward, and he grew up in an orphanage.
Although he thinks of himself as Japanese,
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David traveled to Ghana to learn more about
his mother’s culture, and now tries to raise
money so that children in her village can
enjoy the same educational opportunities
that he did. Tetsu met his wife, Gaby, while
working in the United States. Their son Alex
was teased in elementary school—affecting
his academic performance—so when Alex
asked to move to Mexico, his parents sent
him to stay with relatives, where he has since
flourished. Edward, who is half-Venezuelan,
met his wife, Takara, who is half-Algerian,
through the group he founded, Mixed Roots
Kansai. Fusae, another group member, didn’t
find out she was half-Korean until she was 15;
her parents hid the truth so that she wouldn’t
feel like an outcast. She found the adjustment
difficult, but now sees the positive aspects of
both cultures. The word “hafu” also comes
under discussion, since some mixed-race
individuals don’t appreciate the association
with the American term “half-breed.” If Japan has not always been welcoming to these
individuals, they nevertheless seem to have
found self-acceptance by acknowledging
both sides of their heritage. Recommended.
Aud: C, P. (K. Fennessy)

The Hand That Feeds HHH

(2014) 84 min. DVD: $295. Jubilee Films (dist.
by Bullfrog Films). PPR. SDH captioned. ISBN: 194154-536-X.

Filmmakers Rachel Lears and Robin
Blotnick examine one aspect of issues related to illegal immigration in a somewhat
unlikely place: a high-priced Hot & Crusty
deli/bakery outlet on New York’s fashionable Upper East Side. The employees, mostly
illegal immigrants from Latin America,
complained about working with dangerous
machinery for abusive managers who pay
them far below the minimum wage. Rather
than silently accept their exploitation, the
workers followed the advice of young white
labor organizers and, in early 2012, sought
to create their own union, with the goal of
striking for higher wages and better working conditions. The situation briefly became
a media brouhaha when members of the
Occupy Wall Street movement joined the
striking workers for demonstrations. Putting a human face on a hot-button subject,
this film about undocumented workers
fighting back against exploitation in the
food-service industry is recommended.
Aud: C, P. (P. Hall)

I’m With Phil HHH

(2015) 70 min. DVD: $49.95 ($199 w/PPR from
edu.passionriver.com). Passion River (avail. from
most distributors).

Andrew Reed’s Philm—er, film—isn’t
the first rumination about different people
sharing the same name (see The Sweetest
Sound, reviewed in VL Online-2/02), but it
does have the virtue of draping the conceit
on an actual plot. While still a college stu-
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dent, aspiring journalist Phil Campbell was
charmed that an Alabama town happened to
be named “Phil Campbell,” and in 1995 he
drew 22 other Phil Campbells (plus a Phyllis
Campbell) to the place, starting a little ritual
that went on for a few years. In 2011, a much
older, wiser, and oft-published Phil Campbell
is based in Brooklyn (one of his books is being made into a movie, 2012’s Grassroots).
Phil decides to resume the Phil Campbell
namesake gathering for the Alabama town’s
annual hoedown (gaining greater attention
with a more novelty-hungry media). But
then, on April 27, a tornado devastates Phil
Campbell, AL, and what began as a goof of
“significant insignificance” instead becomes
a push to raise money and aid, during which
“Brooklyn Phil” learns that Parade magazine
write-ups don’t necessarily translate into
material donations. An entertaining, real-life
dramedy about good deeds and the limits of
charity, this offbeat documentary is recommended. Aud: C, P. (C. Cassady)

India’s Forgotten Children HHH1/2

(2014) 58 min. DVD: $19.99. Pipe Village Trust
(dist. by Vision Video).

This powerful exposé sheds light on the
longtime plight of India’s Dalit population,
a lower-caste group numbering in the hundreds of millions in the populous nation.
Given their low social status, the Dalit are
easily exploited by nefarious forces who know
the country will do nothing to enforce laws
intended to bar child labor, abductions, and
sex trafficking. Featuring interviews with
non-governmental organization officials
concerned with human rights, as well as
Dalit individuals who have endured years of
servitude to loan sharks, forced prostitution,
or hazardous labor, India’s Forgotten Children
captures footage of appalling situations involving kids and women. One boy hand-mills

rice for hours before school, breathing in dust
that makes his chest hurt. A woman talks
about her inability to escape prostitution,
while another is seen cleaning the houses of
upper-caste families. Shedding light on the
oppression of a large population (equal to the
entire U.S.), this documentary also holds out
some hope for the much beleaguered Dalit.
Highly recommended. Aud: C, P. (T. Keogh)

Life Sentences HHH

(2013) 92 min. In Arabic & Hebrew w/English
subtitles. DVD: $300. DRA. Film Platform (avail.
from www.filmplatform.net). PPR.

The title of this fascinating documentary
by Nurit Kedar and Yaron Shani is derived
from the life of Fawzi al Nimer, an Israeli
Arab sentenced to 27 life sentences for 22
terrorist actions that he undertook following the Six-Day War. Nimer was later
released as part of the 1985 Jibril prisoner
exchange and went on to become an important figure in the PLO. But Nimer is not
the focus here, appearing only briefly via
home movies and stills and then shown
near death in Gaza (his early story is related
by his younger brother). This prologue leads
to the real subject—Nimer’s son, who calls
himself Nimer Ahmed. The elder Nimer had
married a Jewish woman before 1967, and
the couple had two children who—after
their father’s arrest—were largely ostracized by both Jewish and Arab communities. Their mother eventually took them
to Montreal, where the boy rejected the
Orthodox Judaism that both his mother
and sister (neither participated in this film)
eventually embraced. Ultimately, Ahmed
returned to the Middle East, married an
Arab cousin, and became a dad himself. In
a series of painfully revealing interviews,
Ahmed speaks of his tormented youth and
the psychological toll that being caught

between the two warring aspects of his
ancestry has had on him. Life Sentences
serves up a powerful personal tale of the
devastation wrought by the Arab-Israeli
conflict, as well as a reminder of how the
sins of the father can be visited upon the
son. Recommended. Aud: C, P. (F. Swietek)

Limited Partnership HHH

(2014) 74 min. DVD: $99.95: public libraries &
high schools; $395: colleges & universities. The
Cinema Guild. PPR. ISBN: 0-7815-1513-0.

The recent Supreme Court ruling on samesex marriage lends special poignancy to
Thomas G. Miller’s documentary centering
on Richard Adams and Tony Sullivan, who
in 1975 became one of the world’s first legally
married gay couples. Adams, a naturalized
U.S. citizen originally from the Philippines,
met Sullivan, an Australian, in Los Angeles
in 1971. Four years later they were granted a
marriage license by a county clerk in Boulder,
CO, and quickly wed. But when the pair applied to the Immigration and Naturalization
Service for Sullivan to be granted a spousal
visa to ensure his permanent resident status, the official response famously denied
the application on grounds that a marital
relationship could not exist between “two
faggots.” This initiated a series of legal challenges that left Sullivan in constant danger
of deportation and Adams as an increasingly
public activist for their cause. Their story is
told through interviews, home movies, and
archival material, set against the broader
context of advances in gay rights. And even
though Adams died in 2012 before final disposition of the case that he and Sullivan had
begun in 1979, he did live to see the legalization of same-sex marriage in an increasing
number of states. Recommended. Aud: C, P.
(F. Swietek)

Of Kites and Borders HHH1/2

Facing Fear HHH1/2

(2013) 58 min. In Spanish w/English subtitles.
DVD: $79.95: public libraries & high schools;
$300: colleges & universities. DRA. Third World
Newsreel. PPR.

An Academy Award nominee in 2013 for Best Documentary
Short, filmmaker Jason Cohen’s Facing Fear tells the complex
story of a hate crime victim and the skinhead who nearly
murdered him—a pair who united years later to advocate for
tolerance and forgiveness. In the early 1980s in Los Angeles,
homeless gay teen Matthew Boger was beaten unconscious and
left for dead by 14 neo-Nazis led by Tim Zaal, who was then
17. Twenty-six years later the two met by chance at the city’s
Museum of Tolerance, where Boger was a manager and the now-reformed Zaal was a
regular speaker—and they became friends. Here, each man tells his side of the story
about the attack, their first meeting as adults, the unlikely bond they formed, and their
efforts to educate young people through a monthly co-presentation at the museum,
titled “Hate 2 Hope.” Zaal talks about what pulled him into the white supremacist
movement as a teenager and why he was motivated to leave it. Boger, whose mother
threw him out when he was 13, revisits the street where he was beaten and recalls the
attackers’ terrifying glee as they high-fived each other while standing over him. An
inspirational story, this is highly recommended. Aud: H, C, P. (M. Puffer-Rothenberg)

Yolanda Pividal’s cinema vérité-style
documentary profiles four children living
in poverty in Tijuana, Mexico. Ninthgrader Edie, 15, helps support his family
by guiding Mexican families on threeday treks into the United States. Brothers
Adrián, 11, and Fernando, 10, earn enough
money busking as wrestlers to entirely support their family. Nine-year-old Carmela
helps her father collect scrap metal and
dumpster-dives with her sister after school.
Thanks to the benefits of close families and
communities, these children do have joy
in their lives; Carmela flies kites with her
sister, and Edie takes pride in a rooster he
has trained for cockfights. Even so, they
work hard and worry daily about making
money. Edie risks his safety and freedom
while guiding illegal immigrants across

(2013) 23 min. DVD: $195. Jason Cohen Productions (dist. by Bullfrog
Films). PPR. SDH captioned. ISBN: 1-94154-538-6.
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The Hunting Ground HHH1/2

(2014) 102 min. DVD: $95: public libraries; $395 w/PPR: colleges &
universities. DRA. Ro*co Films Educational. Closed captioned.

Kirby Dick’s incendiary follow-up to The Invisible War (VL11/12) unfortunately premiered during a press scandal in
which Rolling Stone magazine retracted a story about on-campus rape at the University of Virginia when it was discovered
that the principal victim turned out to be lying. Regardless,
this documentary—co-directed by Amy Ziering—offers a blistering exposé of how
sexual violence has always been part of the college experience. But today there
is a chilling addendum: universities are so money-hungry that they resist expelling known sex predators—especially if the violators are student athletes crucial
to sports success/largesse, or members of powerful fraternities. Meanwhile, rape
victims (including males) find themselves facing both unsympathetic campus law
enforcement and open hostility from peers (particularly when a BMOC football
hero is accused here). And the pathology even extends to liberal bastions such
as Harvard and Berkeley (whose current faculty refused interviews). The Hunting
Ground names names in breathtaking fashion, and if any flagrantly false note appears here, it is—sadly—the stated hope that this situation will change anytime
soon. Featuring interviews with writers including Danielle Dirks and Caitlin Flanagan, this is an eye-opening documentary that makes a fine companion to Jon
Krakauer’s recent bestselling book Missoula: Rape and the Justice System in a College
Town. Highly recommended. Aud: C, P. (C. Cassady)

rise to these practices, receiving assistance
from the people she meets along the way.
Among the Banta, she discovers the Gangá
community of Mokpangumba, where the
inhabitants recognize the music, lyrics,
and moves. “They are we,” as one man
puts it. Lucy Amara, a community leader,
is even able to provide missing lyrics that
didn’t make it to Cuba. The two groups are
anxious to meet each other, but it takes
two years for the Cuban delegation to work
through the legal complications. Once they
arrive, the villagers greet them with song
and dance. Although they don’t speak the
same language, they are able to call on their
collective knowledge of Spanish and English
to communicate. Christopher never presses
the point, but the way the two communities
have preserved their traditions represents a
triumph over the transatlantic slave trade,
which aimed to erase their shared African
past. Telling an interesting investigative
ethnographic story, this is recommended.
Aud: C, P. (K. Fennessy)

The Wanted 18 HHH

the border; Carmela’s father is depressed
and worn down by a lifetime of difficult,
physically dangerous work, which will also
likely be Carmela’s fate; and Adrián and
Fernando dream of becoming stars, but
Tijuana’s streets already host countless
other amateur performers with the same
aspirations. All four children have mixed
feelings about the U.S., seeing it both as a
land of plenty and a dangerous place; the
border’s proximity seems to imbue their
lives with a constant sense of opportunity
that is just out of reach. For the most part
the children and parents speak for themselves here, although the filmmakers seem
to prompt some brief conversations about
whether the parents would want to live in
America. Beautifully filmed, Of Kites and
Borders puts faces on the statistics tied to the
dead-end lives that drive Mexican families
to leave their homes in search of a better
future. Highly recommended. Aud: C, P.
(M. Puffer-Rothenberg)

kids still frolicked outside (as well as urban
areas where they did not), and conferred
with branding experts about possible tactics. One finding was that excessive parental
fear of danger was a contributing factor in
youngsters’ addiction to sedentary indoor
activities, which in turn can contribute to
obesity and associated medical problems.
Another was that the prospect of a modest
degree of risk would actually incline kids to
venture out—which is one reason why they
can be bored by tightly controlled “nature
parks.” In the end, Bond was able to get his
own son and daughter into the woods, and
develop a campaign—complete with market-tested slogans and rallies—to kick-start
a larger project (its success remains to be
seen). While Project Wild Thing is repetitive
and sometimes contrived, Bond’s winning
geniality—coupled with subject matter
that will certainly interest parents—makes
this a strong optional purchase. Aud: C, P.
(F. Swietek)

Project Wild Thing HH1/2

They Are We HHH

Filmmaker David Bond is the energetic
figure at the center of this British documentary essay made in the style of Michael
Moore or Morgan Spurlock. The father of
two young children who spend most of
their time watching TV and playing video
games, Bond decides to become the unofficial “Marketing Director for Nature,” not
only as a way to get his kids to play outside,
but also to develop a campaign meant to
sell the idea to the general public. Bond approached environmentalists and psychologists for advice, visited rural areas where

Australian filmmaker Emma Christopher
divides her documentary between Sierra
Leone and Cuba. For 170 years, the GangáLongobá in Perico, Cuba, have sung the
same songs and danced the same dances
every December during the annual San
Lazaro ceremony. Christopher shared her
video of the Cuban ceremony with villagers throughout Liberia and Sierra Leone,
who were surprised and delighted to find
cultural traditions so similar to their own.
Says one observer, “That’s real African.” The
enthusiastic reception leads Christopher
to search for the original village that gave

(2013) 80 min. DVD: $300. DRA. Film Platform
(avail. from www.filmplatform.net). PPR.
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(2014) 75 min. In Arabic, English & Hebrew w/
English subtitles. DVD: $149 ($349 w/PPR). DRA.
Kino Lorber Edu.

A strange incident from the first Intifada
of the late 1980s forms the basis for this
imaginative semi-comic documentary by
Paul Cowan and Amer Shomali. In 1988,
a small Palestinian community in the occupied territories purchased 18 cows from
an Israeli farmer in order to produce their
own milk. As interviewees recount, the
townspeople, who were unfamiliar with
cattle, could barely herd them into pens—let
alone milk them properly. Yet ownership
was seen as both a form of protest and an
act of financial independence. Soon, the
Israeli army became involved, declaring the
bovines a security risk and sending patrols
out to find them, which led to the villagers
going to great lengths to hide their livestock. The Wanted 18 emphasizes the patent
absurdity of the affair, using stop-motion
animation to include the perspective of four
of the cows, who verbalize their supposed
hopes and fears as the stand-off continues.
But there is also an undercurrent of tragedy
as the tale is situated within the context of
the wider Palestinian resistance. Townsmen
are repeatedly dragged in for questioning; a
young activist dies, shot by an Israeli patrol;
and embittered village leaders feel betrayed
by the PLO’s abrupt signing of the 1993 Oslo
I Accord. The film closes with a recently-born
calf escaping into the desert, where the narrator—a writer telling the story in the form of
a fable—searches for the animal, which has
taken on mythic properties. The Wanted 18
may be somewhat surreal, but it effectively
encapsulates the mixture of foolishness and
pain at the center of Israeli-Palestinian relations. Recommended. Aud: C, P. (F. Swietek)
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The Immortalists HHH

(2014) 80 min. DVD: $89: public libraries & high schools; $295:
colleges & universities. DRA. The Video Project. PPR. Closed captioned.

Think you’ll be alive in 2030? If so, you might be in luck.
Molecular biologist Bill Andrews and biomedical gerontologist Aubrey de Grey (described as “eccentric scientists” in the
promotional material) hope that by 2030, science will have
developed a prescription drug that will repair DNA, thus slowing, stopping, or even reversing aging and allowing the human
body to exist for a very long time—centuries, perhaps even
millennia. Another technology they ponder is the nanobot,
a teensy critter-like object that would seek out and fix cellular damage inside the
body. The two men are the focus of filmmakers David Alvarado and Jason Sussberg’s
documentary, seen here discussing the possibilities and enjoying their everyday lives
with their spouses and others (pleasant scenes that are contrasted with shots of funerals and other not-so-cheery aspects of current reality), while computer animations
depict some of the scientific principles involved. The Immortalists also includes some
countervailing views (one skeptic denounces the “snake oil” being peddled here). On
a planet groaning with the effort of supporting 7 billion humans, one wonders what
the effect might be of allowing some—the rich and well-connected, no doubt—to
continue living, perhaps even procreating, way beyond the “normal” human lifespan.
DVD extras include a bonus debate on the subject at Britain’s Oxford University. A
fascinating exploration of what would have been considered total science fiction not
long ago, this is recommended. Aud: C, P. (F. Gardner)

TEEN ISSUES
Bullying and Suicide: Think About It
HHH1/2

(2014) 21 min. DVD: $99.95. DRA. Films Media
Group. PPR. Closed captioned. ISBN: 978-0-81608919-2.

This short guidance video follows two fictional characters dealing with real-world and
cyber-bullying on a daily basis: one, an apparently friendless high school girl; the other, a
teen boy constantly picked on by larger peers.
In both cases, the kids are subjected to brutal
treatment and humiliation, and ultimately
decide to take their own lives. Interviews with
psychologists, parents of bullied kids, and
other experts explore the dynamics behind
bullying and the desperation that leads some
victims to choose suicide. But more time here
is devoted to constructive ideas about how
to protect bullied kids, including motivating passive bystanders to become involved
to intervene during bullying incidents, and
to accept bullied kids as peers and acquaintances. Highly recommended. Aud: J, H, P.
(T. Keogh)

Real Life Teens: Social Media Addiction
HHH
(2015) 20 min. DVD: $64.95. DRA. TMW Media
Group. PPR.

This new addition to the Real Life Teens
guidance series tackles the subject of social
media addiction, i.e., the complete absorption
that some kids experience in an online world
at the expense of real-world engagement,
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problem-solving, and three-dimensional
identity. Featuring interview clips with teens
and various experts discussing the considerable downside of too much social media,
this title looks at the issue of teens being so
wrapped up in Facebook, Twitter, Snapchat,
and the like that they lose the ability to
maintain concentration with the people
around them. Teens (and, to be fair, adults as
well) are also hooked on instant affirmations
from others in the form of being “liked” or
receiving comments on Facebook, instead
of seeking or earning positive feedback
from peers, families, and teachers. The large
subject of cyber-bullying is also addressed
here. The basic question of what constitutes
addictive behavior regarding social media
comes down to this: can someone go without
checking online accounts for an hour? If not,
there’s a problem. Recommended. Aud: J, H,
P. (T. Keogh)

Self Inflected HHH

(2015) 25 min. DVD: $149.95 (teacher’s guide
included). Human Relations Media. PPR. Closed
captioned.

Eschewing graphic images and alarmist
rhetoric, Self Inflected calmly explores the phenomenon of non-suicidal self-injury, seeking
through interviews to understand why some
people choose to hurt themselves. According
to Mitch Prinstein, a psychology professor at
the University of North Carolina, “Cutting
is the most common form of non-suicidal
self-injury.” The reasons vary, but the afflicted
seek an outlet for coping with problems rather
than simply running away from them. Janis,
one of three subjects, describes herself as
outgoing. She started to cut herself when she
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found the stress from college overwhelming.
She would cut her arms, bandage them up,
and then cover the bandages with her clothing. When her friends found out, they offered
unconditional support, and she was able to
stop when she realized that she was also hurting them. Alex cites high school bullying as
the instigating factor. Instead of fighting back,
he would hit, punch, or cut himself in private
until he found less destructive outlets for his
frustration. Shelly, who is 42, self-harmed for
28 years. She describes it as an addiction, but
appears to have the situation under control,
and now concentrates on sharing information
and providing resources for other sufferers
(her story could actually have used more
detail). Other speakers include a mother and
a sister reflecting on their experiences as both
outsiders and as part of a support system. An
initial onscreen warning cautions viewers
about the material, but the re-enactments of
self-harm and glimpses of scar tissue are brief
and impressionistic. Recommended. Aud: H,
C, P. (K. Fennessy)

Troubled Teens Talk Video Game
Addiction H1/2

(2015) 21 min. DVD: $64.95. DRA. TMW Media
Group. PPR.

Teens, adults, and a psychotherapist talk
about addiction to video games in this
program from the six-part Troubled Teens
guidance series. While video game addiction
is real and can indeed affect school, work,
and social relations, this title is likely to
have little effect on the intended audience.
First, the audio quality varies, so the accents
in this British production can sometimes be
hard to understand. Second, the visuals are
terribly dated, presenting repeated clips from
Grand Theft Auto: Vice City, a 2002 game that
was a big hit on the PlayStation 2 (which was
literally two gaming systems ago), as well as
scenes of teens playing on an ancient original
Xbox. The “expert” commentary here comes
from psychotherapist Chris Carter, who
makes general, vague, and occasionally somewhat ludicrous remarks. To wit: Carter says
that teens playing more than four hours a
day are probably addicted. But this is actually
less time than the average American spends
watching TV daily. So, if time is the big
deciding factor, then aren’t we all potential
TV addicts or music addicts or book addicts?
Interestingly, mobile games are let off the
hook here since they are played in shorter
bursts (it apparently makes no difference
that most of these games have no narrative
or character development or ethical decision-making). The filmmakers also briefly
address the possible connection between
video game playing and real-life violence,
ominously citing one case of a teen killing
another with a clawhammer and a knife (no
details are given, but this refers to a decadeold murder in England that was reportedly
inspired by the game Manhunt, a killing that
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sparked sensationalized and sometimes inaccurate coverage in the contemporary media).
Offering a muddled overview with dated
visuals, this is not recommended. Aud: J, H,
C, P. (R. Pitman)

EDUCATION
Changing Minds at Concord High School
HHH
(2015) 30 min. DVD: $19.99 ($199.99 w/PPR).
Dreamscape Media.

Filmmaker Susan Weiser-Finley’s intriguing documentary follows the progress of a
semester-long research experiment at Concord High School in Massachusetts, a transfer
school for at-risk kids who are given one lastchance opportunity to complete high school
despite past problems with psychological
issues, anger management, discipline, and
more. Created by Harvard University and
Hunter College, but implemented at Concord
by Hunter’s faculty and student research
assistants, the experiment revolves around
teaching meditation skills to students to help
calm the mind and improve performance.
Although the kids are extremely reluctant to
even try—wary of change or being blamed for
failure—they listen as teachers explain that
meditation can create new neural pathways
in the brain that literally “rewire” a restless
mind. Initial attempts result in the usual
problems that most people face with the
process (distraction, an inability to quiet
one’s thoughts, etc.), but after several weeks

of encouragement and practice, the benefits
become obvious. Several interviewed students here claim to have got a lot out of this
life-changing experience. An interesting film
exploring the intersection of education and
mindfulness, this is recommended. Aud: H,
C, P. (T. Keogh)

NATURE, MATH & SCIENCE
Animal Homes HHH1/2

(2015) 180 min. DVD: $24.99 ($54.99 w/PPR).
PBS Video. SDH captioned. ISBN: 978-1-62789360-2.

Animal homes are necessary to provide
security and privacy for nurturing offspring, whether it be birds, beavers, brush
turkeys, ants, or spiders. This three-part
PBS-aired Nature documentary, hosted
by Chris Morgan, examines the world of
insects and animals who must also be
surveyors, architects, and builders. Birds
often build heavy nests, performing intricate weaving techniques, or sculpting
them from mud and clay. Beavers actually
transform the landscape, creating lodges
and dams over waterways (stretching up
to hundreds of feet). Evolution dictates the
choices, such as a group of ravens who nest
in cliff-sides—as they have done for scores
of years. Scientists aren’t able to explain all
animal behavior, as in the case of the wood
rat, who likes to furnish his nest with nice,
shiny objects (like found shotgun shells),
earning them the nickname of “pack rats.”

Education Fever in Korea HHH1/2

(2014) 25 min. DVD: $149.95 (discussion guide included). Master
Communications. PPR. Closed captioned. ISBN: 978-1-60480-163-7.

Many complain in America about schools “teaching to the
test,” i.e., classroom time being largely devoted to preparing
students for one or another standard exam, rather than giving
kids broader, experienced-based learning opportunities. But
the situation in the U.S. is nothing compared to what high
school seniors undergo in South Korea, where prepping for the
all-important Suneung test is a national obsession. The Suneung
determines stability for life—employment viability, career
progress, class status, etc. It is so important to Korean society (the nation’s economic
rise in the last 60 years is partially attributed to the Suneung) that enormous pains
are taken to ensure student performance. Police escort the students to the Suneung,
planes are barred from flying overhead during the nine-hour test, and parents linger
outside testing centers, worrying for their children. The real burden, however, lies on
the kids themselves, who give up any semblance of life beyond grueling preparation
for a year or more. Filmmaker Judy Suh follows one senior here named Bitna to see
what her experiences are like: she arrives at school at 7 a.m., afterward goes to a tutoring center for hours, and later still to a rented study space to work on her own. Bitna
gets home at 2 a.m. and the cycle starts again—every day of the week. Engaging and
bright, Bitna nevertheless talks about her loneliness, isolation, and sense of missing
out on fun. Education Fever in Korea raises important questions about whether this is
what we want or need for our children to be able to compete with other nations. A
thought-provoking documentary that is sure to spark discussion, this is highly recommended. Aud: C, P (T. Keogh)

V I D E O

L I B R A R I A N

68

Some species seek safety in numbers, while
other animals maintain strict boundaries.
Spiders can build nests holding 10,000
members, serving as both an “information
hub” and a place for sharing labor projects,
such as building webs and traps for communal feasts. Albatross colonies in Hawaii
sometimes suffer from a shortage of males,
leading to some same-sex partnerships. Every animal home offers its own challenges
and opportunities, whether in a salt marsh
or treetop canopy—and success or failure
can often be a matter of inches. Packed
with interesting information and amazing
views, this is highly recommended. Aud:
H, C, P. (S. Rees)

Extinction in Progress HH1/2

(2014) 56 min. DVD: $39: public libraries; $79:
high schools; $169: colleges & universities. DRA.
Green Planet Films. PPR.

This uneven documentary begins with
cataclysmic pronouncements about the
possible mass extinction of plant and animal species in Haiti, a once lush country
where less than 2 percent of the original
forest cover remains intact today. Voiceover
narration accompanying the footage tells
of denuded hillsides eroding into rivers,
and inhabitants harvesting scarce wood for
charcoal, the main cooking fuel. After this
broad and informative introduction, filmmaker Jürgen Hoppe narrows the focus to
a small team of researchers led by Dr. Blair
Hedges, an evolutionary biology professor
and herpetologist at Temple University. The
group travels on foot and by car, boat, and
helicopter to explore some of the remaining habitat in remote areas on the island of
La Gonave and in the La Hotte mountain
range, looking especially for reptiles and
amphibians—often discovering species
that have not been seen for decades or are
entirely unknown. The story bogs down
at times in the minutiae of the three-year
expedition, such as fixing a flat tire or refueling a copter; and misspellings mar the
subtitles (“revene” for ravine and “habit
stance” for “happenstance”). Although
flawed, this should still be considered
a strong optional purchase. Aud: C, P.
(F. Gardner)

HEALTH & FITNESS
Andrew and Wendy HHH

(2014) 50 min. DVD: $199. DRA. Filmakers
Library (dist. by Alexander Street Press). PPR.

A New York couple bears witness to the
healing power of music in Josh Aronson’s
documentary short about the titular pair,
who walk their dogs around the Upper West
Side, affectionately bickering and teasing
each other. When 59-year-old professional
musician Andrew Schulman receives a
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diagnosis of pancreatic cancer, doctors
recommend surgery, although they caution
that it might not be entirely successful,
especially if the cancer has spread. During
the operation, Andrew experiences cardiovascular collapse as the result of a blood
transfusion. At this point, it becomes clear
that Andrew doesn’t actually have cancer,
but his life hangs in the balance and he’s
placed in a medically-induced coma. While
he’s unconscious, Andrew’s wife, Wendy,
plays his favorite Bach piece, Leonard
Bernstein’s 1962 version of “St. Matthew
Passion,” and his vital signs improve. Four
days later, Andrew emerges from the coma,
and he recalls that the music “gave me the
will to live.” After his recovery, Andrew
gives thanks by returning to Mount Sinai
Beth Israel Medical Center to play classical guitar for other ICU patients and their
family members, discovering in the process
that playing music helps with his own rehabilitation. Because his heart stopped for two
minutes, Andrew suffered brain damage
and forgot music that he had memorized
over the years, but playing again three
times a week helps him to regain what he
lost. An interesting documentary about the
intersection of medicine and music, this is
recommended. Aud: C, P. (K. Fennessy)

Being Mortal HHH

(2015) 60 min. DVD: $24.99 ($54.99 w/PPR). PBS
Video. SDH captioned. ISBN: 978-1-62789-302-2.

Modern medicine can perform near
miracles, but as surgeon and author Dr.
Atul Gawande reminds us, aging and dying are two problems that can’t be fixed.
Sooner or later, many family members find
themselves having end-of-life discussions
with loved ones. Based on Gawande’s
titular 2014 bestselling book, filmmaker
Thomas Jennings’s PBS-aired Frontline
documentary centers on those necessary
conversations that will prove to be the
most difficult many of us will ever have.
Gawande presents several case studies of
men and women of varying ages living
with advanced cancer, including one
pregnant woman who suffers from stage
IV lung cancer. Gawande emphasizes the
importance of listening rather than just
talking, noting that sometimes the patient
must be allowed to lead the discussion, outlining their worries about the future, and
detailing their priorities. Gawande is also
dealing with his father’s terminal cancer, a
process that he says is like riding a “mental
roller coaster,” involving the patient’s need
for control, stages of resignation, and—
hopefully—eventual acceptance. A slow
dying is likened to “having an elephant in
the room,” and spending the last days at
home can involve mundane issues such as
where to place the hospital bed and when
to receive family members and other visitors. Featuring unsentimental but sensitive
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observations from Gawande, hospice workers, nurses, patients, and their families, this
documentary could well benefit families
with members facing mortality. Recommended. Aud: C, P. (S. Rees)

DVD
PICKS
Sponsored by BayView Entertainment

Little Big Girls HHH1/2

(2014) 52 min. DVD: $295. DRA. National Film
Board of Canada. PPR.

Little Big Girls looks at the increasingly
common occurrence of early-onset puberty
in girls—sometimes as young as 8 or 9—providing an overview of possible causes and
the subsequent impact on physical health
and social development. Researchers from
Canada, Europe, and the United States
explain the attendant health risks of this
phenomenon, which may be partially triggered by genetics but is more likely to appear
in obese individuals, and is associated later
on with diabetes and heart disease. The film
argues that modern household products and
everyday activities can expose youngsters to
endocrine-disrupting substances, and experts
believe that environmental factors not only
trigger early puberty but scramble the usual
signs, making normal development difficult
to track. The heart of the documentary,
however, lies in conversations with several
young women who underscore the social and
emotional effects, talking about what it’s like
to look and feel different from their peers,
how they were bullied or otherwise socially
outcast, and the ongoing impact of growing
up with the sense of being out of step (they
also describe participating in sexual activity
at shockingly young ages). Filmmaker Hélène
Choquette intersperses interviews and childhood photos with voiceover narration and
lighthearted animation. Emphasizing communication, sex education, and an awareness
of possible consequences, this insightful
film—presented in both English and French
versions—is highly recommended. Aud: C, P.
(M. Puffer-Rothenberg)

WAI LANA YOGA:
HELLO FITNESS SERIES
GOODBYE INERTIA
BAY2086 $19.99

Wai Lana’s Goodbye Inertia DVD workout takes you
through a series of exercises that will banish your
lethargy. You will wake up your spine with spinal
twists—and that means energy; tone kidneys, liver,
and pancreas; slim your waistline; tone sciatic nerves
and adrenal glands; and improve the health of your
reproductive organs. Wai Lana has been teaching
yoga to people in all corners of the world for over 25
years as well as hosting a long-running program –
Wai Lana Yoga – on PBS-TV.

Platinum Fitness for Seniors HHH1/2
(2014) 42 min. DVD: $19.95 ($24.95 w/PPR).
Marshall Publishing. ISBN: 978-1-936134-48-9.

Aimed at folks in their 60s and older, Platinum Fitness for Seniors presents a low-impact
exercise workout that emphasizes stretching,
flexibility, and strengthening. Joined by
two helpers displaying moves that are easily
adapted to suit different levels of mobility,
fitness guru Tracie Long begins with a series
of coordination and stretching exercises from
a seated position before switching to standing exercises, and finally lying on the floor,
where the back, leg, and backside muscles
get a nice stretch. Offering a convenient and
simple (no props needed besides a chair) regimen for seniors, this is highly recommended.
[Note: also newly available at the same price
are Stronger Longer, Volume One and Stronger
Longer, Volume Two featuring Long.] Aud: P.
(T. Keogh)
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PLUS SIZE WORKOUT:
CARDIO & WEIGHT TRAINING
BAY2120 $19.99

The Plus Size Workout with Louise Green is a
cutting edge tness DVD made by plus-size
athletes speci cally for their community with all
their needs in mind. You maximize your success by
starting off slowly and in time, celebrate your
success by progressing to the next level. There is a
Beginner cardio & weight training session followed
by the extended session for Intermediate levels.
Weights are optional but their use is encouraged.

Order from your distributor or
call BayView at 201-488-6110
WWW . BAYVIEWENTERTAINMENT . COM
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Nutrition
Starts
Here:
Smart Eating
on a Budget
DVD
Item #300060
Price: $79.95
Grade 6 - Adult

Develop healthy eating habits that will last
a lifetime and join Chef Marshall O’Brien as
he shares nutritious food choices and healthy
eating strategies in Nutrition Starts Here:
Smart Eating on a Budget. Chef Marshall
demonstrates and explains how cooking and
eating healthy food can be both fun and
delicious while saving money. Short video
segments include:
• Simple, Tasty Slow Cooker Meals 10:06
• Understanding Portion Sizes 3:42
• Label Reading 2:13
• Tasty Whole Grains 2:59

19 Minutes, Closed Captioned
UPC #846742006272

1.888.455.7003
learningzonexpress.com

CHILDBIRTH & PARENTING
Welcoming Your Second Child HHH

(2014) 66 min. DVD: $14.95. Progressive Parenting
(avail. from www.amazon.com). PPR.

This exhaustive tutorial in preparing a
child for the arrival of a new brother or sister
overflows with ideas about dealing with big
changes. Led by Barbara Olinger, MSW, the
director of Family Development at the YWCA
Santa Monica, the focus of this seminar—in
which Olinger talks to a circle of moms (and
some dads) expecting a second child—is on
strategies for reassuring a firstborn that he or
she remains special and carries a high priority
in the family. Olinger says the key is to watch
behavior for signs of unease, fear, and/or
anger, and she recommends various activities, statements, and rituals that will help
maintain confidence in a child who is used
to being the center of the universe. Among
her wise ideas is making appointments with
firstborns to play or perform other activities
together, as well as enlisting children in
helping to make decisions about household
adjustments for the new arrival (e.g., where
to stack clean diapers or place stuffed toys).
A solid and insightful parenting program on
a key subject for multi-child families, this is
recommended. [Note: also newly available
at the same price is Growing from the Roots
featuring Olinger.] Aud: P. (T. Keogh)

FOOD & SPIRITS
Brewmore Baltimore HHH1/2

(2015) 65 min. DVD: $24.99 ($199.99 w/PPR).
Dreamscape Media.

Filmmaker Nicholas Kovacic celebrates
both the history and current resurgence of
Baltimore’s beer industry in this affectionate
documentary. The sudsy tradition encompasses a wide swatch of the local citizenry: as
one interviewee puts it, “There isn’t a native
to Baltimore who doesn’t have a story about
a relative working at [breweries] National
or Gunther.” Commentary from brewers,
restaurant owners, writers, and others is
supplemented by archival and contemporary
footage and stills, intertwining long-ago and
modern-day beer brewing activities. Viewers
learn that the crown cork seal (a bottle cap)
was invented in Baltimore, as were advances
in canning that made storing and shipping
possible. Today, old buildings are being
remodeled and revitalized, including one
whose network of tunnels now houses giant vats and other equipment. The brewers
featured here range from energetic newcomers (including home-based enthusiasts)
who are as enamored with the process as
they are with the malty and hoppy results,
to seasoned veterans, including one man
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who helped other labels to survive during
tougher times. Although centered on a
single location, Brewmore Baltimore offers
a nice overview of entrepreneurial efforts
representative of similar undertakings
across America. Highly recommended.
Aud: P. (C. Block)

Grazers: A Cooperative Story HHH1/2
(2014) 66 min. DVD: $49.99 ($125 w/PPR):
public libraries; $295 w/PPR: colleges &
universities. DRA. Collective Eye.

This lushly filmed documentary follows
the joys and tribulations of a group of farmers in upstate New York—many of whom
originally raised dairy cattle—as they form
a co-op to raise and sell grass-fed beef.
Farms in the state continue to cease operations at an alarming rate—one every three
days—and in this corner of the Adirondacks
the gently rolling terrain is not amenable to
the huge agribusinesses that have overtaken
small enterprises in the Midwest and prairie
states. Filmmakers Sarah Teale and Lisa F.
Jackson spend two years following the nascent Adirondack Grocers Co-op, interspersing bucolic shots of the landscape and herds
in all seasons with the drama of survival,
as farmers tend their stock and marketers
struggle with supply and distribution problems, trying to get upscale restaurants and
groceries to order the more expensive meat.
At one point, the organization collapses, but
the participants forge on. With the signing
of a large online grocery retailer, the effort
seems finally to be on firm ground—the
original 10 member outfits having grown
to 36. An encouraging exploration of how
small-family farming ventures can make a
go of it, this is highly recommended. Aud:
C, P. (F. Gardner)

On Her Own HHH1/2

(2015) 80 min. DVD: $59.95 ($250 w/PPR from
edu.passionriver.com). Passion River (avail. from
most distributors on Sept. 22).

A remarkable documentary charting
four years in the life of a fi fth-generation
rancher-farmer named Nancy Prebilich,
fi lmmaker Morgan Schmidt-Feng’s On Her
Own tells a haunting, tragic story about
the fate of family farms in America today.
The story begins in 2009, at the beginning of the Great Recession, as Nancy, her
parents, and her sister’s family—all sharing
a large farm with horses, pigs, cows, fowl,
and rabbits—begin to feel the pinch of a
collapsing economy. Nancy, single and
youthful, is unafraid of hard, physical
work and being mindful of her parents’ age
she becomes more involved with learning
all aspects of the ranching operation. As
the years pass, Nancy’s foals die, monthly
mortgages go unpaid, the land and buildings fall into disrepair, and family tensions
flair as disagreements arise about how to
hold onto a joint livelihood. Throughout,
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the film captures all aspects of work on
a family farm—the emotional highs and
lows, daily dramas, hopes, and disappointments. Nancy becomes wiser while also

growing somewhat more resigned (she ages
considerably in the face of mounting burdens), yet her capacity for reinvention and
overriding generosity of spirit are deeply

Of the Land HHH1/2

inspiring. Highly recommended. Aud: C,
P (T. Keogh)

BUSINESS & ECONOMICS
Keys to Getting Hired HHH1/2

(2014) 89 min. DVD: $24.98. Music Video Distributors (avail. from most
distributors). Closed captioned.

This anti-Monsanto, pro-organic farming documentary makes
some powerful points regarding Monsanto’s genetically-modified seeds, which don’t exist in nature on a DNA level, and also
often require treatment with the company’s pesticides, such as
Roundup. Filmmaker Bryan Law’s Of the Land maintains that
government approval of GMO foods has been almost nonexistent, with new varieties simply being pushed through by
Big Agriculture lobbyists, while independent research into the
potential harmful effects of those products on human hormones is ignored. Parallels
are drawn to the meat industry’s past use of controversial preservatives—a practice
that was allowed decades before the industry and the Food and Drug Administration accepted research that showed clear harm. But there is a secondary issue that a
number of non-GMO farmers contend with: Monsanto can’t contain its seeds within
carefully delineated crop areas, so they find their way on to land owned by organic
farmers, who are not only stuck with the unwelcome newcomers but also subject to
lawsuits by Monsanto for patent infringement. The film ultimately grows more optimistic, noting that consumers are becoming increasingly disenchanted with GMO
food, while local farmers markets—in which communities can essentially buy from
their neighbors—are on the rise. A fine companion documentary to similarly-themed
films such as Open Sesame: The Story of Seeds (VL-3/15) and GMO OMG (VL-9/14), this
is highly recommended. Aud: C, P. (T. Keogh)

(2015) 38 min. DVD: $250. JIST Career Solutions.
PPR. Closed captioned. ISBN: 978-1-63332-053-6.

This overview of job-seeking in contemporary America is full of up-to-date
information and tips about how to succeed
in getting hired. Unlike the days when one
simply looked at want ads in a newspaper,
job-seeking today is a beast with many arms.
The program begins with some bleak facts:
since the 2008 recession, the vast majority
of high school graduates have been unable
to find full-time work, and half of college
grads are in the same economic boat. That
makes the job market ultra-competitive, so
it makes sense for young people entering the
workforce to know how to effectively sell
themselves. Lacking work experience, it’s
important to talk up qualities (personal discipline, a willingness to learn and work hard)
that can make one desirable to a prospective
employer (the upside of being inexperienced,
a human resources specialist says here, is
that a newcomer is a blank slate and can

55 MINS | PAL DVD | English
Streaming file has optional subtitles

“The world has two choices:

We can have elephants or we can have
ivory trade. We can’t have both.”
Allan Thornton
Environmental Investigation Agency

Shooting with Mursi

a film made BY the Mursi people FOR the Mursi people

20%

52 MINS | CLOSED CAPTIONED

OFF CODE

VL915

50 million Americans go to bed The
FRACKING GOLD RUSH
hungry every night. reaches Botswana

Little
Miss Dewie
a DUCKumentary

THIS IS THEIR STORY

56 MINS | CLOSED CAPTIONED

Video Librarian HIGHLY RECOMMENDS: gauchos del mar Surfing the American Pacific
www.greenplanetfilms.org

S E P T E M B E R / O C T O B E R

2 0 1 5

Recommended by
School Library Journal
July 2015
30 mins.

EMRO HIGHLY RECOMMENDS: Tierra de Patagones

PO Box 247 | Corte Madera, CA 94976 | 415-377-5471 | sales@greenplanetfilms.org
DVDs: GPF, Midwest Tape, AV Cafe, Follett. Digital: Kanopy, Hoopla, Overdrive
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be trained in good habits). In order to save
time, it’s a wise idea to focus on industries
that are of interest to a job-seeker, and part
of that narrowing process also includes being
aware of what’s going on in the community
(new industries, a new company, a franchise,
etc.). Networking is crucial: family, friends,
neighbors—everyone is a potential resource
for finding out about a job opening. Finally,
websites such as Monster.com can be helpful, although some of the ads on these kinds
of sites are really lures to draw the visitor
into taking classes for money. An excellent
guidance title for job seekers, this is highly
recommended. [Note: also newly available at
the same price is Keys to Getting Hired for Job
Seekers Over 50.] Aud: H, C, P. (T. Keogh)

You’re Fired! 10 Ways to Lose Your Job
and How to Avoid Them HHH1/2

(2015) 33 min. DVD: $149. JIST Career Solutions.
PPR. Closed captioned. ISBN: 978-1-63332-048-2.

This brief introduction to basic rules for
keeping one’s job notes that 50,000 people in
the U.S. are fired or laid off every day, often
due to one or another pattern of poor work
performance. The second edition of You’re
Fired! covers 10 major infractions, including
simply doing a job badly, e.g., being slow,
prone to error, or forgetful. In a customerbased service, employee mistakes that annoy clients are a sure way to lose long-term
business. Other serious problems include
a poor relationship with one’s supervisor
(not following orders, undermining authority); dishonesty (breaking trust, overstating
qualifications); unreliability (showing up
late, frequent absences); an inability to work
well with others; disrespecting co-workers
(harassment, off-color jokes); and misuse of
company resources (shopping online and
making personal calls while at work). Each
of these issues is illustrated with a short roleplaying scene, along with commentary by
human resources specialists. Highly recommended. Aud: H, C, P. (T. Keogh)

SPORTS, GAMES & RECREATION
OUT in the Line-Up HHH

(2014) 70 min. DVD: $39: public libraries; $149:
colleges & universities. DRA. Green Planet Films.
PPR.

Until recently, professional gay surfers
have remained in the closet. With help from
French producer Thomas Castets and Australian surfer David Wakefield, director Ian
W. Thomson sets out to find where things
stand today. Sportswriter Fred Pawle describes
the unspoken rule whereby a surfer can be
gay, but can’t talk about it. Editor Stuart
Nettle notes that homophobia pervades the
jargon to such a large extent that surfers unthinkingly use “gay” or “faggot” to describe
anything they find undesirable. The culture
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To Go Viking HHH

(2014) 94 min. Vision Films (avail. from most distributors). DVD:
$19.95.

Filmmaker Matt Poitras here profiles Texas-based medieval
re-enactors inspired by the warrior codes and games of the historic Vikings, in particular the formidable “Jomsborg” Vikings,
which is the only Viking equivalent of an organized military.
Serious about the authenticity of arms, costumes, and combat,
these modern barbarians—almost none of whom have Norse
ancestry—trek to Northern and Eastern Europe, mingle and train
at a Jomsborg Army encampment in Denmark, and enjoy the
opportunity to clash in refereed grand battles against like-minded, full-blooded Celts,
Slavs, Scandinavians, and Russians—on Polish soil. Modern political differences and
upheavals are forgotten during this celebration of archaic warfare, and swastikas even
appear in stylized form as ancient tribal sun symbols (which they originally were).
A few women participate, mainly in fiber-arts, cookery, and spectating, but no Xena
Warrior Princess stuff. Poitras delivers a respectful look at these passionate folk and
their striving for total-immersion in a bygone age, which can also entail concussions,
dislocations, broken bones, and spear-cuts from competitive sparring. An entertaining,
off-the-beaten-warpath documentary, this is recommended. Aud: C, P. (C. Cassady)
discourages disclosure, although some surfers
haven’t let that stop them. Feeling isolated,
Castets started up a website (gaysurfers.net),
which has allowed gay surfers across the
world to connect with each other. Wakefield,
who spent his competitive life in the closet,
was drawn to the site, and eventually came
out by marching with Castets in Sydney’s
Mardi Gras Parade, at which point he knew
there would be no turning back. Franco
Vargas, who lives in Ecuador, had never met
any openly gay surfers, but the site reassured
him that he wasn’t alone. Cori Schumacher,
a three-time world champion, walked away
from surfing, because she wanted to explore
her sexuality free from judgment. She also
knew that endorsements were off the table
once she came out, which is unfortunate
since there’s more money in sponsorships
than in championship wins. Interestingly,
Massachusetts congressman Barney Frank
also appears here; his husband, Jim Ready,
started out as a surf photographer. Likely to
appeal to surfing enthusiasts and LGBT rights
advocates alike, this is recommended. Aud:
C, P. (K. Fennessy)

to “pegging” a skirt by narrowing it at the
hemline to create a more svelte silhouette,
to new ideas for unusual buttonholes and
shirt cuffs. Cutting’s instructions can seem
complex, but she patiently breaks them down
into small doable steps. She even has tips for
dealing with the scary business of adjusting
tissue paper patterns. Although subjects such
as trimming a dolman sleeve or adding a
dart may seem trivial or limited to specific
projects or patterns, the overall skills here
are well worth knowing, as anyone who sews
could benefit from a better understanding of
how to clip a seam before turning a collar, or
how to evenly space buttonholes. And in an
acknowledgment of the inevitable, Cutting
thoughtfully covers how to fix mistakes too.
Highly recommended. Aud: P. (F. Gardner)

CRAF T S, ART S & HOBBIES

Carry the Tune, which aims to encourage
lifelong music participation, begins with
testimony from high school band members
before going on to question why so few continue playing music after graduation. Roger
Mantie, a professor of music education at
Boston University, finds that only 25-30%
remain active in college, while students say
they drop out due to time commitments
and the belief that music won’t further their
careers. Educators think that this is partly
due to the academic emphasis on STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math),
where graduates can make more money, so
music falls by the wayside. Co-directors Paul
Trapkus, a music teacher, and Elizabeth Pot-

Threads: Industry Insider Techniques
HHH1/2

(2014) 50 min. DVD: $29.95. The Taunton Press
(dist. by The AV Cafe). PPR. ISBN: 978-1-62710983-3.

This informative how-to features the appropriately named Louise Cutting—a contributing editor for Threads magazine—who
shares a dozen detailing techniques for
turning a garment into something special,
from curing the “gaposis” caused by too
much fabric bunching around a neckline,
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THE ARTS
Carry the Tune HHH

(2014) 68 min. DVD: $49.95 ($85 w/PPR): public
libraries; $225 w/PPR: colleges & universities.
DRA. Collective Eye.

S E P T E M B E R / O C T O B E R

2 0 1 5

ter, a music student, here seek out college-age
subjects—most pursuing degrees in science
and engineering—who have still found ways
to incorporate music into their lives. Jiffer, a
Boulder, CO, doctoral candidate, combines
his electrical engineering expertise with
innovative music playing. “It’s about trying
to find a way to integrate my passion into
my career,” he says (he also plays banjo in a
bluegrass band). Adwyn, a farmer, started a
chamber music ensemble in his small Colorado town. A former engineer, Adwyn never
lost interest in music—he just needed to find
the right vehicle, and he wound up meeting
many engineers who played music in school
and missed it as much as he did. Bill, who
founded a mandolin orchestra, describes
playing as “a way of keeping your sanity.”
Other speakers participate in a cappella singing groups, barbershop quartets, and fiddle
clubs, proving that there’s some niche for
most everyone. An inspiring documentary
celebrating the salutary effects of post-graduate music playing, this is recommended. Aud:
C, P. (K. Fennessy)

the camera simply follows administrators
in meetings—where they discuss budgets
(including ticket prices), the design of signs
and brochures, and the etiquette for visits by
state officials—and observes staff members as
they decide the arrangement of paintings in
a gallery, work at restoring manuscripts and
artifacts, and even check traps in the ceiling
for moths. We see a nobleman’s donation
of his father’s uniforms, the retirement of
a long-time staffer, a colleague marveling
over the model of an imperial sailing ship
in the restoration room, two officials being
disappointed when they’re outbid for items
at a local auction house, and a woman in the
visitors’ service department who complains
that she and her co-workers are treated as
second-class employees. While appearing to
be randomly tossed together, these cinematic
slices ultimately present a kaleidoscopic
portrait that reveals the inner workings of a
major art museum. Recommended. Aud: C,
P. (F. Swietek)

Our Magic HH1/2

(2015) 89 min. DVD: $19.95. DRA. Con Cam
Productions (dist. by Janson Media).

The Great Museum HHH

(2014) 94 min. In German w/English subtitles.
DVD: $29.95. Kino Lorber (avail. from most
distributors).

Filmmaker Johannes Holzhausen presents
a fly-on-the-wall view of the operation of
Vienna’s Kunsthistorisches Museum in this
fascinating documentary filmed in 2012–13
during preparations for the reopening of
its Kunstkammer wing. In true cinema
vérité style, The Great Museum features no
narration or background music; instead

Strictly for aficionados of magic acts, filmmaker R. Paul Wilson’s Our Magic is a rather
dry documentary centering on philosophical
questions surrounding the craft of magic,
asked and answered by stage magicians
(including Juan Tamariz, Ton Onosaka, and
John Gaughan) who are most likely entirely
unknown to anyone outside the field. Beginning with a question no interviewee seems
capable of clearly answering (“What is
magic?”), the endless conversation covers the

Beyond Zero: 1914-1918 HHH1/2

(2014) 40 min. DVD: $24.98 (avail. from most distributors), $248
w/PPR (avail. from www.icarusfilms.com). Icarus Films Home Video.
Closed captioned.

Bill Morrison adds to his haunting library of films using
distressed archival footage—including Decasia: The State of
Decay (VL-3/04) and The Great Flood (VL-11/14)—with Beyond
Zero: 1914-1918, which is comprised of century-old snippets
from World War I. Although some of the early clips—such as a
blindfolded President Woodrow Wilson choosing draft numbers
from a bowl, or troops marching through the streets, on their
way to combat—are fairly well preserved, most consist of ghostly images that are barely
perceptible through the haze of nitrate decomposition: tanks slowly rolling, cannons
being readied to fire, horsemen riding to the front, and infantrymen hunkered down in
trenches. The majority of the sequences appear to be staged scenes that were produced
by governments for propaganda purposes—one of the longest depicts a dog locating a
wounded soldier in a field of high grass, after which medics put him on a stretcher for
transport to a hospital—but that doesn’t mean they are any less evocative or compelling, especially as the edges of the film fray and the images dissolve into shimmering
blurs, accentuating the fact that these people have faded from memory. The visuals
are accompanied by a stark, propulsive score by Serbian composer Aleksandra Vrebalov, played vigorously by the Kronos Quartet, as well as brief introductory strains of
Mahler and Bartók, and a final hymn intoned by a choir of monks. Extras include a
featurette with Kronos performing a selection from Vrebalov’s score. Offering another
fine example of Morrison’s unique cinematic artistry, this is highly recommended.
Aud: C, P. (F. Swietek)
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The Taming of the Shrew HHH

(2012) 2 discs. 167 min. DVD: $29.99. Kultur (avail. from most
distributors).

Shakespeare’s early comedy is now considered a “problem”
play because the plot—in which Katherina, a self-reliant if
obnoxious young woman, is turned into a submissive wife by
Petruchio, the man who marries her for her money—offends
modern sensibilities. Toby Frow’s 2012 production at London’s
restored Globe Theatre offers no apologies for the work’s misogynistic elements, instead burying any quibbles in wildly
knockabout farce. Kate (Samantha Spiro) literally tears down
walls in her rage, and at one point Petruchio (Simon Paisley Day) saunters about in
what appears to be nothing more than a jockstrap with a huge codpiece. The suitors of Kate’s supposedly sweet sister Bianca, who even displays a bit of her sibling’s
spleen, leer and mug with abandon; Day plays the opening prologue as a drunk who
lurches onto the stage from the audience and promptly urinates; and Petruchio’s
surly servant Grumio kicks a tin bucket every time the death of his master’s father
is mentioned. Obviously not trafficking in subtlety, this offering comes across more
like a 16th-century I Love Lucy episode, aimed directly at the groundlings. But the
Globe audience responds enthusiastically, providing a nonstop laugh track that fits
perfectly with the riotous approach, which also features lots of live music. This sitcom
Shrew isn’t likely to meet with approval from the cognoscenti, but for those who find
the idea of slapstick Shakespeare appealing, this is the ticket. DVD extras include a
cast gallery. Recommended. Aud: C, P. (F. Swietek)
role of old-fashioned magic shops in encouraging newcomers to the trade; the supreme
importance of the presentation of a trick over
the trick itself; and why nightclub comedians
are loath to share the stage with magicians.
Also discussed is the role of magic in bringing wonder to technology and science, and
how the best magicians use what they do as
an expressive art form. What’s missing from
this film—and glaringly so—is magic: actual
moments of conjuring, disappearing, card
tricks, or anything else that might break up
the monotony of voices. Still, those seriously
interested in magic may glean some insights
here, so consider this a strong optional purchase. Aud: C, P. (T. Keogh)

HI S T OR Y & C URRE N T E V E N T S
Faith Under Fire HHH

(2015) 2 discs. 95 min. DVD: $24.99 ($199.99
w/PPR). Dreamscape Media.

Sondra Martin Hicks’s documentary serves
up a reconstruction of a tragic event that
occurred on Sunday, June 22, 1980, when
onetime science teacher Alvin Lee King III,
armed with a battery of weapons, opened
fire in the crowded First Baptist Church
in Daingerfield, TX, killing five worshippers—an elderly woman, three middle-aged
men, and a 7-year-old girl—and wounding
10 others. Pursued out of the building, King
shot himself but recovered, only to commit
suicide when his trial began in 1982. Hicks
combines archival material, interviews with
survivors and other townspeople, and some
rather homespun re-enactments to examine
how different people have responded to
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the experience, some moved to forgiveness
while others remain ambivalent or unable to
maintain their faith. But the film suffers from
repetition and clumsy structuring, shifting in
the latter stages to an examination of King’s
motivation, which seems to have emerged
not only from his hostility to religion but
also from domestic problems (his daughter
Cynthia accused him of sexual abuse, and
an investigation had been initiated). Toward
the close of Faith Under Fire, Cynthia returns
to Daingerfield after a long absence, chauffeured by a relative of one of her father’s
victims in a conciliatory gesture. With the
2015 Charleston church shooting so fresh
a tragedy, this documentary—even with its
shortcomings—offers a potent reminder of
how often such events occur in America.
DVD extras include a behind-the-scenes featurette, an extended scene, and an interview
with Cynthia King. Recommended, overall.
Aud: C, P. (F. Swietek)

First Peoples HHH

(2015) 2 discs. 300 min. DVD: $29.99 ($59.99
w/PPR). PBS Video. SDH captioned. ISBN: 978-162789-335-0.

“Americas,” the opening episode of the
five-part PBS-aired series First Peoples on the
earliest human inhabitants around the globe,
concentrates on North and South America,
combining observations from researchers
together with maps, drawings, and dramatic
re-enactments. A team of archaeologists led
by Arturo Gonzales explores underwater
caves in the Yucatán Peninsula, discovering
eight prehistoric skeletons dating back to the
Ice Age when the caves were above water. The
group estimates that Eva (the most notable
find) is 13,600 years old, which means that
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she predates the Clovis people who crossed
the Bering Strait from Siberia to Alaska and
then into Canada (and didn’t migrate into
the United States until years later). Eva, who
belonged to a nomadic tribe, died in her
20s. Other speakers talk about weapons and
speared animal bones that confirm the existence of people in the Americas earlier than
previously believed. Jon Erlandson of the
University of Oregon suggests that humans
may have colonized North America through
its river system as early as 16,000 years ago,
but less evidence exists to support this theory.
The episode ends by looking at Kennewick
Man, a skeleton of a man who died in his 40s
some 8,500 years ago (Native Americans refer
to him as “The Ancient One”). Kennewick
Man shares physical similarities with Eva,
although this coastal migrant would have
spent much of his life in the Pacific Northwest
(the University of Washington currently has
legal possession of the remains, although
the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla
Reservation have tried to have them repatriated). First Peoples underscores the fact that
advances in genomic research are changing
everything we thought we knew about the
past. The other episodes look at Africa, Asia,
Australia, and Europe. Recommended. Aud:
H, C, P. (K. Fennessy)

Industrial Strength America: Six Historic
Energy Propaganda Films HHH1/2
(2015) 120 min. DVD: $19.95. Festival Films
(avail. from www.amazon.com).

From the perspective of 21st-century
alarm over both the continuing use of fossil
fuels as energy sources and the lingering
environmental damage caused by dams,
this sextet of short films extolling the virtues of refined oil and hydroelectric power
seems woefully misjudged, but also highly
entertaining. “Born In Freedom: The Story
of Colonel Drake” (1954) stars a slightly out
of his element Vincent Price as the titular
engineer who would not give up on finding
a way to extract oil from the ground through
drilling. “Fill ‘Er Up” (1959), one of two short
cartoons by Carl Urbano, explores the history
of oil use from the aforementioned work of
Drake to the ease with which car owners can
roll their thirsty vehicles into service stations
for prompt attention. The other Urbano short
is “Destination Earth” (1956), in which a
Martian discovers that the Earth is powered
by oil. “Asphalt Through the Ages” (1957)
celebrates the sticky, oil-based stuff that was
naturally refined over eons but during the
20th-century was combined with chemical
additives for paving highways. The real gem
in this anthology is the Bonneville Power
Administration’s “The Columbia” (1942)—
which went unreleased for seven years and
was finally ordered destroyed by the federal
government (fortunately, a few prints were
saved)—a history of the creation of the Grand
Coulee dam that was built in response to a
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Washington state drought, featuring original
songs by Woody Guthrie. Also including
“Unfinished Rainbows” (1940), starring Alan
Ladd as Charles Martin Hall, the man who invented the process for producing inexpensive
aluminum, this set is highly recommended.
Aud: C, P. (T. Keogh)

Inside the Court of Henry VIII HHH1/2

(2015) 60 min. DVD: $24.99 ($54.99 w/PPR). PBS
Video. SDH captioned. ISBN: 978-1-62789-370-1.

Henry VIII has achieved enduring infamy
as one of England’s most ambitious, egotistical, and ruthless monarchs, although his
reign began with great promise. Filmmaker
Peter Chin’s PBS-aired documentary examines the court of the man sometimes known
as the “tyrant king.” When Henry ascended
to the throne in 1509, England was marked
by a strict class system, and the king quickly
offended aristocrats by relying on the counsel
of two commoners, the very worldly Cardinal
Wolsey (a butcher’s son), and Thomas Cromwell. Henry and his first wife, Catherine of
Aragon, were unable to produce a male heir,
and a subsequent infatuation with Anne
Boleyn led to the king becoming obsessed
with obtaining a divorce—resulting in a
prolonged standoff with the Pope and disillusionment with Wolsey, after which Henry
simply confiscated the assets of monasteries
and declared himself head of the church in
England. The documentary notes the rich
cast of characters (particularly the scheming
Boleyn), the rise and fall of various advisers
and queens, and Henry’s increasing paranoia
(the king installed busts which appeared to
be looking down on the members of Parliament as they deliberated, leading to the
term “eavesdroppers”). Injured in a jousting
accident, the once athletic Henry grew obese,
and his constant physical pain no doubt
sharpened his fits of rage. Henry eventually
secured a male heir, Edward VI, whose reign
was short-lived, setting the stage for the Tudor queens Mary and Elizabeth. In spite of
Henry’s tyranny, his expansion of the role
of Parliament, coupled with religious reforms
(including an English language Bible), helped
to usher in a degree of democracy and pave
the way for the birth of the modern world.
Featuring commentary from historians along
with dramatic recreations, this documentary
makes for a timely companion piece to the
recent TV and stage drama Wolf Hall, based
on Booker Prize-winning novels by Hilary
Mantel. Highly recommended. Aud: H, C,
P. (S. Rees)
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Killing Jimmy Hoffa HHH

(2015) 80 min. DVD: $14.95. Music Video
Distributors (avail. from most distributors).

On July 30, 1975, former Teamsters leader
Jimmy Hoffa was last seen alive outside of a
restaurant in suburban Detroit. Forty years
later, no conclusive evidence exists regarding
who was responsible for Hoffa’s disappear-
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Hollywood Goes to War HHH

(2014) 5 discs. 1,500 min. DVD: $19.95 ($24.95 w/PPR). Marshall
Publishing. ISBN: 978-1-936134-52-3.
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ance or about the location of his remains.
Filmmaker Al Profit traces Hoffa’s tumultuous life while also trying to formulate an
intelligent theory about the circumstances
surrounding his death. While Hoffa’s life
story has been told several times already,
both in documentaries and in the Danny
DeVito-directed 1992 film Hoffa starring
Jack Nicholson, Killing Jimmy Hoffa manages
to keep the story fresh, incorporating rarely
seen news footage and photographs within a
solid production that keeps the pace moving
without becoming sensationalist. Hoffa here
emerges as a complex and volatile personality whose clashes with organized crime, the
Kennedy administration, and his fellow
Teamster officers—as well as a surprise pardon from President Nixon when Hoffa had
barely served half of a 13-year prison sentence
for attempted bribery—marked some of the
most interesting history of the post-World
War II labor union movement. The documentary offers some speculation on a few
rather extreme theories, most notably Hoffa’s
possible involvement in President Kennedy’s
assassination, while also exploring notions
on how and where Hoffa was killed that are
sure to spark vigorous debate. Recommended.
Aud: C, P. (P. Hall)

The Wild West with Ray Mears HHH
(2014) 2 discs. 204 min. DVD: $39.99. Athena
(avail. from most distributors). SDH captioned.
ISBN: 978-1-62172-380-6.

antis

nnel

During World War II, the federal government turned out
a series of films that served to educate the American public
about the reasons the nation was at war, while also providing
documentary records of key military campaigns. A number of
prominent directors—most notably Frank Capra, John Ford, William Wyler, and John Huston—worked behind the cameras, and
a few major Hollywood stars that were in the service appeared
onscreen (including Ronald Reagan, Jimmy Stewart, Clark Gable,
and Lloyd Bridges). Some of these films are now considered classics of nonfiction filmmaking, including Wyler’s Memphis Belle and Huston’s The Battle of San Pietro, while
Capra’s Prelude to War and Ford’s December 7th and The Battle of Midway won Academy
Awards in the documentary categories. But the government put propaganda in front
of art, and censorship was often heavy in its attempt to avoid any negativism (The
Negro Soldier, for example, made no mention of racial segregation in the military,
while Huston’s 1945 study of post-traumatic stress disorder, Let There Be Light, was
shelved until 1980). All 25 of the films collected here are in the public domain and
the quality of the prints vary, but having them together in one single collection is a
boon, providing easy access for those interested in wartime nonfiction filmmaking.
Recommended. Aud: C, P. (P. Hall)
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Low-key British host Ray Mears here embarks on a leisurely eight-part travelogue,
following the routes that settlers and adventurers took across North America during the
18th and 19th centuries into what would
become known as the Wild West. Proceeding from the Appalachian Mountains across
the continent to the Great Plains and the

Rockies, Mears stops at sites including Dodge
City, Monument Valley, a Colorado boom
town (now preserved as a ghostly life-sized
museum), and the site where the Donner
party spent their notorious winter. Mears
talks with professional and amateur historians, as well as folk who continue in the old
ways—a Cherokee elder who exhibits how his
ancestors carefully made spears, a man who
manages a modest living prospecting for gold
in Western creeks, ranchers who still conduct
cattle drives, and Native Americans who hunt
the few surviving buffalo herds or live in the
bark-and-mud abodes inherited from ancestors. Mears also discusses historical objects
found in daily life—rifles, stagecoaches,
food, herbal medicines, etc. By the time the
journey is over, viewers have learned quite a
bit about mountain men and the fur trade,
wagon trains and outlaws, and the terrible
treatment of Native Americans. Along the
way, Mears skillfully emphasizes details
that add poignancy to the story—such as a
headstone in the midst of the desert, wheel
tracks in mountainous hills, and Geronimo’s
last-ditch guerilla campaign against forced
relocation. Extras include text bios of notable
women of the West, and a viewer’s guide with
a map and related articles. Recommended.
Aud: H, C, P. (F. Swietek)

TRAVEL & GEOGRAPHY
Discoveries…America National Parks:
San Francisco Bay Area National Parks
HHH1/2

(2015) 50 min. DVD or Blu-ray: $24.95. BennettWatt HD Productions. PPR. ISBN: 978-1-60490179-5 (dvd), 978-1-60490-202-0 (blu-ray).

This new entry in Jim and Kelly Watt’s

eceive a 20% discount: Vince (vfsannuto@hotmail.com)
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high-def filmed Discoveries…America National
Parks series explores California’s culturally
rich Bay Area, a place where historic sites and
parks are plentiful. Beginning with an introduction to San Francisco’s Golden Gate Bridge
and trolley car system, the program next
takes viewers out to Alcatraz Island, offering
an overview of the isolated big rock’s past
as an incarceration destination for military
prisoners during the Civil War, and later as a
federal penitentiary that housed some of the
most infamous criminals in history. Viewers
will also visit the Presidio, established during
the 19th century as a fort before evolving into
a critical center for military activity during
World War II (it would also become the site
of the 1915 World’s Fair). Nearby Fort Point
was the only West Coast fort built during the
Civil War, and was almost demolished to accommodate construction of the Golden Gate
Bridge, until a redesign saved it. Away from
the city, Muir Woods is a patch of redwood
forest conserved via a donation and named
after conservationist and nature writer John
Muir. At a further distance, the John Muir
National Historic Site features Muir’s house.
And speaking of homes, the Eugene O’Neill
Historic Site is where fans of the American
playwright can visit his ranch-style abode.
Finally, the Rosie the Riveter National Park
shows tourists an old shipyard and factory

that was crucial to the World War II military
effort. Sure to appeal to armchair travelers
and history buffs, this is highly recommended. Aud: P. (T. Keogh)

BIOGRAPHY
Codebreaker HHH1/2

(2013) 82 min. DVD: $24.95 ($299 w/PPR from
edu.passionriver.com). Passion River (avail. from
most distributors).

The life of British mathematician Alan Turing has been the subject of the Broadway play
and TV adaptation Breaking the Code (with
Derek Jacobi as Turing) and the Oscar-nominated drama The Imitation Game (starring
Benedict Cumberbatch). Aired on Britain’s
Channel 4, this documentary mixes nonfiction filmmaking with dramatic recreations to
chart Turing’s brilliant career achievements
and tragic death, including his extraordinary
efforts to decipher the Nazis’ Enigma code
during World War II, and his 1952 arrest
and conviction on homosexuality charges
that resulted in a sentence of chemical castration and drove him to suicide two years
later. For the dramatic sections, Codebreaker
features conversations between Turing and a
psychiatrist in the period following Turing’s

conviction. Ed Stoppard’s performance may
not have the extroverted power of either
Jacobi’s or Cumberbatch’s, but he presents
Turing with a subtle maturity that captures
the man’s late-life physical and emotional
pain. Henry Goodman is equally impressive as the psychiatrist who peels away the
layers of Turing’s life story. An impressive
addition for both LGBT and World War II
collections, this fine documentary is highly
recommended. Aud: C, P. (P. Hall)

Eduardo Carrillo: A Life of Engagement
HHH1/2
(2015) 33 min. DVD: $22.99. Barefoot
Productions. PPR. ISBN: 978-0-692-45435-0.

Designed to raise awareness of the life,
work, and legacy of Mexican-American
artist Eduardo Carrillo—as well as draw
attention to a new gallery in Santa Cruz,
CA, dedicated to his paintings—filmmaker
Pedro P. Celedón’s documentary captures
the expansive spirit of its subject. Carrillo,
who died at age 60 in 1997, took up painting
at UCLA in the early 1960s. After receiving
his master’s degree, Carrillo began teaching at the University of California-Santa
Cruz, marrying his talent to an identification with both the growing Chicano rights
movement of the 1970s and his ancestral
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roots in Mexico. Turning his attention to
the production of grand murals in Southern
California and Baja, Mexico, Carrillo’s images
were full of enormous energy, weaving Latino
identity, mythology, persecution, and more,
into inspiring artistic statements. Carrillo
also taught traditional Mexican craft-making—specifically pottery—to students and
he restored the interior art of some Mexican
churches. Featuring interviews with former
colleagues, experts, family members, and
students, coupled with illuminating archival footage, this biographical portrait of an
activist artist is highly recommended. Aud:
C, P. (T. Keogh)

Finding Tatanka HHH

(2014) 83 min. DVD: $49.95. Passion River (avail.
from most distributors).

Although many 1960s-era radicals would
abandon their idealism over ensuing decades, Kit Bricca clung to his: after protesting against the Vietnam War and helping to
form Amnesty International and the United
Farm Workers of America, Kit moved from
cause to cause, along the way changing
his name from Chris Cougar to Buffalo to
Tatanka. Filmmaker Jacob Bricca here attempts to reconnect with his activist father,
catching up with Kit when he returns to
California with his third wife. While Jacob
is trying to make one film, Kit hopes to
make 12, except he has no funding plans.
Some of his friends also seem pretty nutty,
such as the neighbor who claims a spiritual
connection with Michael Jackson. Jacob
asks his uncles about Kit, and they recall
how Kit tried to please their strict father,
but when the Vietnam War came along, Kit
became more passionate about politics. Joan
Baez (the famed folk singer) of the Institute
for the Study of Nonviolence and Dolores
Huerta of the UFW praise Kit’s organizing
abilities, but his first wife laments his inability to provide for their family. After
their divorce, Kit remarried and found other
causes, but money remained scarce. Kit
worked as a commodities broker for a few
years, but the stock market crash brought an
end to that career, so he borrowed money
and turned to new age ventures, such as an
Idaho commune, followed by a variety of
get-rich-quick schemes. Things finally seem
to be looking up for Kit at the end, and if
his son’s documentary starts out on a critical note, it ends on a more empathetic one.
Recommended. Aud: C, P. (K. Fennessy)

McCullin HHH1/2

(2012) 91 min. DVD: $129: public libraries; $249:
colleges & universities. DRA. Good Docs (avail.
from www.gooddocs.net). PPR.

Photographer Donald McCullin describes
his darkroom as a “haunted place.” For over
four decades he covered wars in some of
the world’s bloodiest hot spots. Directed by
Jacqui and David Morris, this documentary
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finds the improbably soft-spoken McCullin recalling his career, during which he
often walked a fine ethical line between
feeling compassion for war’s victims and
following Henri Cartier-Bresson’s rule of
waiting for the “decisive moment” that
would bring the war home to the casual
observer. Growing up in a rough part of
London, McCullin stumbled into photography, initially taking pictures of what he
knew. His first real major assignment was
covering Cold War-era Berlin as the wall
went up, and later the civil war in Cyprus.
Here, McCullin vividly recounts atrocities
in the Congo conflict, Israel’s Six-Day War,
starvation-plagued Biafra, and his repeated
trips to Vietnam, calling the battle for the
city of Hue during the Tet Offensive “total
madness.” McCullin doesn’t dwell on the
political backstories of a conflict; in fact,
there often isn’t much of one, such as the
sectarian strife in 1980s Lebanon, which
McCullin describes as “murder from the
word go.” McCullin ended up paying a
personal price: not only was he wounded
in Cambodia, but his prolonged absences
eventually led to the breakup of his marriage. Always aware of the risks, McCullin
admits that he was something of a “war
junkie.” McCullin and other journalists
were pushed out when his newspaper—The
Sunday Times—was taken over by the more
profit-minded Rupert Murdoch. Today, McCullin lives quietly, photographing nature
and the colorful street life of English cities.
Featuring hundreds of McCullin’s photos

(many of them graphic), the documentary
is presented here in both its full-length version and a 56-minute abridgement. Serving
up a seamless blend of word and image, this
outstanding biographical portrait is highly
recommended. Aud: C, P. (S. Rees)

Miss Hill: Making Dance Matter HHH
(2014) 80 min. DVD: $24.95. First Run Features
(avail. from most distributors). Closed captioned.

The history of American dance would
have been much different without Martha Hill (1900–1995), who studied with
luminaries such as Martha Graham before
creating an innovative dance program at
the newly established Bennington College
in Vermont in 1934. In 1951, Hill was appointed the first Director of Dance at the
Juilliard School, a position she held through
1985. Under her leadership, Juilliard became the first major institution to place
equal emphasis on the techniques of both
modern dance and classical ballet, a controversial choice at the time. Greg Vander
Veer’s documentary combines archival
footage and stills (including excerpts from
Hill’s lectures) with extensive interviews
of colleagues and students, painting an
admiring portrait of an individual whose
influence was not only remarkable and
enduring, but also affected her students’
personal as well as professional lives. Miss
Hill doesn’t shy away from acknowledging
Hill’s sometimes imperious manner, the
problems she faced while at Juilliard (when
her championing of modern dance was

John Denver: Country Boy HHH

(2015) 60 min. DVD: $24.99 ($54.99 w/PPR). PBS Video. SDH
captioned. ISBN: 978-1-62789-288-9.

With his clean-cut all-American good looks, expressive voice,
and soaring anthems to love and nature, the wildly popular John
Denver contrasted sharply with the heavy metal and disco music
of the 1970s. Filmmaker Steve Freer’s PBS-aired documentary
offers an appreciative look at Denver’s career, which was tragically cut short when he died at the age of 53 while piloting a
small experimental plane. Despite his image, Denver grew up
as an Army brat, not a country boy, and first attracted attention
during the 1960s folk music boom as part of the New Christy Minstrels and the Chad
Mitchell Trio. He quickly shifted to a solo career, often singing his own songs, but
also providing hits for others, such as “Leaving on a Jet Plane” which was popularized
by Peter, Paul, and Mary, and gained resonance as a bittersweet “goodbye song” for
American soldiers departing for Vietnam. “Annie’s Song” (“You fill up my senses...”),
Denver’s tribute to his wife, quickly became a standard wedding song. A skillful live
entertainer, Denver was also a natural on TV and in movies, performing with Sinatra and the Muppets on the small screen and starring in 1977’s Oh, God! The singer
was a passionate champion of environmental causes too, celebrating oceanographer
Jacques Cousteau in the hit song “Calypso,” which displayed the wide range of his
voice. The documentary notes that changing tastes and the barbs of critics (who called
him corny) took a slow toll on Denver’s self esteem. Divorces, depression, and drunk
driving charges hampered his image and career, although the film claims that he
was poised for a comeback when he died. Featuring generous excerpts from Denver’s
music along with interviews of friends, late producer Jerry Weintraub, ex-wife Annie, and folk singer Peter Yarrow, this is sure to be welcomed by Denver’s many fans.
Recommended. Aud: P. (S. Rees)
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Series Update

Nixon by Nixon: In His Own Words HHH

(2015) 73 min. HBO Home Entertainment (avail. from most distributors).
DVD: $19.98. Closed captioned.

Peter Kunhardt’s HBO documentary serves up a quasi-autobiographical collage of archival material on the life and checkered
presidency of Richard Nixon, composed largely of Nixon’s own
words—mostly taken from the Oval Office tapes recorded between 1971 and 1973 but also including observations that Nixon
later offered in his interviews with David Frost, all supplemented
by contemporary news footage and explanatory title cards that
provide chronological references and historical context. The
portrait that emerges is hardly new, but still damning: while the public Nixon could
appear authoritative and impressive, his private conversations revealed that he was
deeply prejudiced, incredibly coarse, and determined to use every underhanded
method against his perceived political enemies. Nixon’s patent dishonesty—saying
one thing to reporters and the exact opposite to his aides—is often evident here, as is
his contempt for the niceties of the law in the raw exercise of power. Nixon by Nixon
doesn’t ignore his achievements—including his rise from humble beginnings, opening the door to China, and an array of progressive domestic accomplishments—but it
emphasizes the duplicity of both his Vietnam policy (clearly shown in his reaction to
the release of the Pentagon Papers) and his deep involvement in the Watergate scandal
that ultimately forced his resignation. Those familiar with Nixon’s career won’t find
any historical revelations here, but by bringing so much evidence together in a compact, smartly edited package—with audio excerpts helpfully supplemented by typed
transcriptions—Kunhardt unmistakably shows the darkness of Nixon’s personality
and its corrupting effect on the presidency. Recommended. Aud: C, P. (F. Swietek)
challenged by George Balanchine’s classicism), and the slights she suffered during
her final decade as emeritus director. But
it accentuates the positive, overall, and the
interviewees here provide ample testimony
to the grace, acumen, dedication, and generosity of spirit that informed the career of
a woman responsible for nurturing many
of the finest dancers and choreographers
of the 20th and 21st centuries. DVD extras
include archival dance footage, extended
interviews, and text bios of Vander Veer
and producer Vernon Scott. Recommended.
Aud: C, P. (F. Swietek)

My Prairie Home HHH

(2014) 76 min. DVD: $225. DRA. National Film
Board of Canada. PPR.

Filmmaker Chelsea McMullan’s My
Prairie Home works double time as a lowbudget musical and a documentary about
Canadian singer Rae Spoon (Spoon, who
was born female, prefers the pronouns
“they,” “their,” and “themselves”). The
musician’s observations about life here play
over evocative glimpses of rural Alberta and
the subject—an androgynous figure with
a steady voice and a predilection for plaid
shirts. Spoon punctuates the narrative
by singing atmospheric folk songs while
looking directly at the camera from inside
a diner, a forest, and a natural history
museum. Spoon grew up in a Pentecostal community and knew from an early
age that that world was not for her (or,
“them”), particularly in regards to gender
nonconformity. As soon as it was possible
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to do so, Spoon left home, but remains in
contact with a younger brother, who provides percussive accompaniment. Spoon’s
father, a church deacon, suffers from
schizophrenia, which contributed to an
unhappy childhood. After a move to Vancouver, Spoon identified as a lesbian, but
in time, ultimately embraced a transgender
identity. The way Spoon sees it, “Everyone
has problems with gender, and gender is
actually stupid.” Although Spoon’s voice
is distinctly female, the gender-neutral
lyrics add a sense of ambiguity. McMullan
accompanies the artist from gig to gig by
Greyhound, including a date in Regina,
home of the estranged father. Sometimes
Spoon uses the women’s restroom, sometimes the men’s. The director doesn’t judge
or attempt to explain her subject, but
rather provides an engaging portrait of a
small-town professional musician with a
distinctive look and sound. Recommended.
Aud: C, P. (K. Fennessy)

Online
Visit Video Librarian Online (www.
videolibrarian.com) for more reviews
during September and October, including: Ariel, Animal Homes, Biodiversity,
Ghosts of Amistad: In the Footsteps of the
Rebels, LaDonna Harris: Indian 101, The
Mathematics of Change, Navigating the
World of Social Media, To the Moon, A Survivor from Magadan, and much more!
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The following titles are new additions
to series that were previously recommended. Titles are available from most
distributors unless otherwise noted.
A c o nt i n u a t i o n
of a 2013 PBS-aired
documentary series,
180 Days: Hartsville
(1 2 0 m i n . , D V D :
$24.99) goes behindthe-scenes of a school
year for elementary
students in Hartsville,
South Carolina. See review of 180 Days:
A Year Inside an American High School in
VL-9/13.
Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood: Daniel Goes to School (100 min., DVD:
$12.99) is the latest addition to the PBS
Kids-aired Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood
spin-off series, featuring young Daniel
Tiger and pals in stories including “A
Trip to the Crayon Factory,” “Be a Vegetable Taster!” and “The Class Votes.”
See review of Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood:
Life’s Little Lessons in VL-5/14.
Universal Studios Home Entertainment’s Monster High: Scaris—City
of Frights (61 min., DVD: $19.98,
Blu-ray/DVD Combo: $26.98) finds
Clawdeen Wolf and her monster pals
engaged in a mystery on a trip to the
city of Scaris in this latest program
from the computer-animated series.
See review of Monster High Clawesome
Double Feature: Fright On!/Escape from
Skull Shores in VL-9/14.
The newest title in the Dora and
Friends updated series featuring the
little explorer as a ‘tween is: Dora
and Friends: Doggie Day! (92 min.,
DVD: $14.99), which includes four
magical bilingual adventures in Playa
Verde. See review of Dora and Friends
in VL-5/15.
Newly available in
a high-definition Bluray/DVD Combo set is
Walt Disney Animation Studios Short
Films Collection (79
min., Blu-ray/DVD
Combo: $36.99), featuring 12 Walt Disney shorts, including
the Oscar winners “Paperman” and
“Feast,” as well as “Frozen Fever.” See
review of Pixar Short Films Collection,
Volume 1 in VL-1/08.
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Japanese Anime
.hack//Legend of the
Twilight: The Complete
Series HH

D-Frag! The Complete
Series HHH

Relying heavily on the
role-playing video game subculture for
its storyline, this anime series centers on
14-year-old twins Shugo and Rena, who
win a contest featuring a grand prize that
allows them to take control of the online
avatars of Kite and BlackRose. Due to a
fractured family, the twins do not live together, but in the digital parallel universe
called The World, they are able to maintain
their sibling bond. The World, however,
is no paradise, and Shugo and Rena find
themselves in constant battle with bizarre
monsters and nefarious hackers, with the
twist being that events in the make-believe
game can have real-world impacts, such as
leaving a player in a coma. Unfortunately,
Shugo and Rena are much too cutesy to be
readily embraced as anime action heroes,
and their wired adventure quickly grows
tedious. Compiling all 12 episodes from
2003 in a dual-language edition, rated TV14, extras include a character art reel. Not
a necessary purchase. [Note: .hack//G.U.:
Trilogy: The Movie, .hack//Roots: The Complete
Series, and .hack//SIGN: The Complete Series
are also newly available.] (P. Hall)

In D-Frag!, teen wouldbe tough guy Kenji Kazama winds up being
lassoed into the all-girls Game Creation
Club, whose members aren’t interested
in sedate gaming activities. Instead, they
spend their time playing a board game
called “Quest for Porn Mags in Space,” and
engage in a roughhouse version of musical
chairs that ends in a mini-brawl. Naturally,
the girls have physiques that are more
typical of a Russ Meyer romp than a high
school, while Kenji is the usual epicene
anime leading man made uncomfortable
by all of the attention from his excessively
robust female classmates. And, of course,
this all takes place in a school where no
one seems to have homework or is required
to take tests. Still, even though D-Frag! is
dumb beyond words, sometimes its sheer
ridiculousness is awfully entertaining (and
also unapologetically puerile). Compiling
all 12 episodes from 2014 in a dual-language
Blu-ray/DVD Combo set, rated TV-14, extras
include episode commentaries and promo
segments. Admittedly a guilty pleasure, this
is recommended. (P. Hall)

(2003) 2 discs. 300 min. DVD:
$39.99. Funimation (avail.
from most distributors). ISBN:
1-4210-2961-8.

Blazblue: Alter Memory
HH1/2
(2013) 4 discs. 300 min. Bluray/DVD Combo: $64.98.
Funimation (avail. from most
distributors).

This anime series takes
place in the year 2199, a dystopian future
still resonating from the devastation of
global wars. A criminal named Ragna is
seeking revenge against Yuki Terumi, who
also goes by the name Hazama and runs
a paramilitary group seeking to round up
criminals like Ragna. But Ragna is not your
run-of-the-mill miscreant: he has a prosthetic arm that doubles as a weapon, and
his crime spree has resulted in a ridiculously
high bounty placed on his head. Also on
hand is a vampire named Rachel Alucard
(spell her surname backwards!) with a
magical cat. Since this series was inspired by
the Blazblue video game franchise, it would
definitely help if viewers were already acquainted with the storyline’s intricacies,
as the narrative here is often extremely
confusing. But the animation is visually
striking, and some of the action sequences
carry a visceral energy that compensates
for the opaque storytelling. Presenting all
12 episodes from 2013 in a dual-language
Blu-ray/DVD Combo set, rated TV-14, this is
a strong optional purchase. (P. Hall)
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(2014) 4 discs. 300 min. Bluray/DVD Combo: $69.98.
Funimation (avail. from most
distributors). ISBN: 1-42103026-8.

Hyperdimension
Neptunia HH

(2013) 4 discs. 325 min. Bluray/DVD Combo: $64.98.
Funimation (avail. from most
distributors). ISBN: 1-42103027-6.

A popular video-game
franchise inspired this fitfully engaging
comedy-action series featuring a meta-gamer
premise that sounds more interesting than
it plays out (at least in cartoon mode). In
the world/dimension of Gamindustri, four
reigning goddesses—literal personifications
of video game console CPUs—rule over
countries that are pun-like patterned after
PlayStation, Xbox, etc. (heroine Neptune
here references an aborted Sega game system). The quartet sign a peace accord, but
they still engage in mortal combat against
monsters and secret foes (one being the longlost goddess of Atari). Much of this is standard anime girl-on-girl magic battles, puzzling mythology, and teamwork/friendship
stuff. In their normal form, Neptune and
the goddesses are drawn in super-cute “moe”
style, but for fighting, royal appearances, and
T&A swimsuit plots they morph into leggy,
hugely-endowed Amazons. Presenting all
12 episodes from 2013 in a dual-language
Blu-ray/DVD Combo set, rated TV-14, extras
include a bonus OVA. Optional, at best.
(C. Cassady)
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Nobunagun HH

(2014) 4 discs. 325 min. Bluray/DVD Combo: $64.98.
Funimation (avail. from most
distributors). ISBN: 1-42103015-2.

You know that you’re in
for something a little different when a teenage Japanese girl joins forces
with Jack the Ripper and Mahatma Gandhi
to save the planet from intergalactic invasion.
In this anime series, Sio Ogura is a seemingly
unexceptional young heroine whose life is
changed during a school trip to Taiwan when
the island comes under attack. Fortunately
for the Taiwanese, Sio is an E-Gene holder,
a unique modern warrior created by a group
called DOGOO (Defense Organization
aGainst Outer Objects), who manipulate
DNA, enabling the contemporary fighter to
inherit the special traits of historical figures.
Sio is the latter-day butt-kicking version of Sir
Isaac Newton and Gandhi (don’t ask), while
a male counterpart named Adam boasts the
lethal knife skills of Jack the Ripper (minus
the sociopathic tendencies, thankfully).
There are also references to Florence Nightingale and photographer Robert Capa among
other E-Gene holders. Nobunagun certainly
deserves credit for its colorful recycling of
history, but as an Earth-versus-monsters adventure there is very little about it that stands
out, as the action sequences are standard issue. Compiling all 13 episodes from 2014 in a
dual-language Blu-ray/DVD Combo set, rated
TV-14, extras include episode commentaries.
Optional. (P. Hall)

Ping Pong: The
Animation HHH1/2

(2014) 4 discs. 275 min. Bluray/DVD Combo: $59.98.
Funimation (avail. from most
distributors).

Watching many anime
series, one might assume that teenage protagonists serve no purpose except to fight
aliens, spies, robots, and raging hormones.
But in Ping Pong, the two young men at the
center of the story are members of a high
school table tennis team who are struggling
to overcome significant personality quirks.
Peco is the resident smart aleck who acts as
if rules were made strictly for other people.
But his fallibility as a player becomes obvious after an embarrassing defeat that he
is initially unable to handle. Peco’s friend
Smile—an odd name, considering his stoic
demeanor—is the proverbial diamond in
the rough who requires a lot of coaching
and encouragement to find his full talents,
but he lacks the aggressive drive to ultimately
dominate at table tennis. Peco and Smile are
fully textured characters whose emotional
interactions are intelligent and sincere, and
the seemingly mundane table tennis tournament setting is actually more engrossing than
many of the intergalactic battles found in an-
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ime. Compiling all 11 episodes from 2014 in a
dual-language Blu-ray/DVD Combo set, rated
TV-14, extras include episode commentaries.
Highly recommended. (P. Hall)

Soul Eater NOT! HH1/2

(2014) 4 discs. 300 min. Bluray/DVD Combo: $64.98.
Funimation (avail. from most
distributors). ISBN: 1-42103053-5.

Unlimited Psychic Squad:
Complete Collection
HHH
(2013) 300 min. DVD: 3
discs, $49.98; Blu-ray: 2 discs,
$59.98. Sentai Filmworks
(avail. from most distributors).

This is a semi-prequel/
spin-off of the popular manga-anime-video-game franchise Soul Eater.
Although it provides some backstories from
the Soul Eater mythology, the series basically
offers another trip to the well of an intrigueladen school where powerful magical combat
is taught. Students at Death Weapon Meister
Academy—located in vaguely Halloween-ish
Death City (where even a coffeehouse franchise is called Deathbucks)—are gifted with
the ability to bodily transform into magical
weapons (scythes, spears, flames, etc.). They
meet their “meisters,” i.e., BFF partners
who will physically wield them in the fight
against evil (principally, witches). Initially,
the show centers on lighthearted classroom
antics—heroine Tsugumi doesn’t know what
kind of weapon she’ll turn out to be, while
demure Jacqueline has a lesbian-tinged crush
on busty Meme (who is hiding her ancestral
witch origins). But real danger and dark forces
eventually make their appearance. Presenting
all 12 episodes from 2014 in a dual-language
Blu-ray/DVD Combo set, rated TV-14, extras
include audio commentaries. Recommended.
(C. Cassady)

Tokyo Ravens: Season
One, Part One HH

Although the ingredients
may be familiar to anime fans, this comicsderived series steadily grows more interesting (even if some plot tangents fall back on
super-schoolgirls and talking animals). In
an X-Men-like storyline, Unlimited Psychic
Squad is set in an alternative recent history,
where one in 20 people is born a powerful
telepath, instantly creating a minority caste
that is feared and despised by the non-paranormal public, yet also used and exploited
by governments as living weapons. Mutant
Andy Hinomiya, who has the ability to negate
ESP and secretly works for U.S. intelligence,
infiltrates P.A.N.D.R.A., a militant psychic
cell vengefully headed by former Imperial
Japanese WWII psi warrior Kyosuke Hyoubu,
whose mind-over-matter power verges on
the godlike (including tampering with his
own DNA to hide his advanced age). The
longer Andy remains a mole in P.A.N.D.R.A.
the more he begins to sympathize with its
members, even as Hyoubu continues to plot
a psychic revolution (wartime flashbacks fill
in his tragic backstory and motives). Compiling all 12 episodes from 2013 in separate
DVD and Blu-ray editions, rated TV-14, and
presented in Japanese with English subtitles,
this is recommended. (C. Cassady)

Wanna Be the Strongest
in the World! The
Complete Series H1/2

(2013) 4 discs. 300 min. Bluray/DVD Combo: $64.98.
Funimation (avail. from most
distributors). ISBN: 1-42103014-4.

While central character
Harutora is a descendent of an ancient family
of divination practitioners called onmyouji,
he was apparently born without his clan’s
celebrated magical powers. Harutora’s life
changes dramatically when childhood friend
Natsume—who does possess powers—comes
back into his life, sweeping Harutora into a
bizarre series of adventures featuring a secret
government agency, a prep school for aspiring
onmyouji, and a bizarre mix of teen angst and
over-the-top supernatural violence. Unfortunately, Tokyo Ravens never really establishes a
coherent personality, coming across as a sci-fi
story badly shoehorned into a young adult
tale as it ping-pongs between teenage troubles
and supernatural concerns. Of course, it
doesn’t help that Harutora himself is not the
most charismatic lead. Presenting the first 12
episodes from the 2013-14 debut season in a
dual-language Blu-ray/DVD Combo set, rated
TV-14, extras include episode commentaries.
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(2013) 4 discs. 300 min. Bluray/DVD Combo: $69.98.
Funimation (avail. from most
distributors).

Gratuitous T&A prevails in this repetitious sports comedy derived from a comics
series. Sakura Hagiwara is the bosomy leader
of Japanese pop-idol franchise Sweet Diva,
and she considers herself something of an
athlete. For a publicity stunt, Sakura—clad
in a peek-a-boo costume—goes into the
wrestling ring against a veteran girl wrestler
and suffers humiliating defeat. Vowing a rematch, Sakura joins Berserk Gym and trains
to turn pro—only to rack up 60 consecutive
defeats (the line “Owww! It hurts!” practically
becomes a refrain)—an impressive failure
that even begins to discourage her fan base
of idol-worshipping boys. Ultimately, with
some friendly coaching from both girlfriends
and girl-foes alike, Sakura discovers her true
wrestling talents. While there are female-empowerment life lessons here, this is overall a
trite affair, mainly supplying “fan service” in
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terms of cleavage and crotch shots. Presenting
all 12 episodes from 2013 in a dual-language
Blu-ray/DVD Combo set, rated TV-MA, extras
include episode commentaries and bonus
OVAs. Not recommended. (C. Cassady)

When Marnie Was There
HHH
(2015) 103 min. DVD: $19.99,
Blu-ray/DVD Combo: $24.99.
Universal Studios Home
Entertainment (avail. from
most distributors on Oct. 6).

The latest anime offering
from Japan’s eminent Studio Ghibli draws
from a 1967 YA novel by U.K. author Joan
Robinson, transplanting the plot to the Land
of the Rising Sun. Withdrawn adolescent
Anna Sasaki suffers from crippling asthma
and has abandonment issues since her
parents died. Her foster mother sends Anna
to a coastal village with jovial relatives, but
Anna’s only real interest lies in a grand but
forlornly empty mansion, the Marsh House,
on the water’s edge. But is it abandoned?
Anna meets Marnie, an upper-class girl in
old-fashioned dress who claims to live in
the house, which suddenly blazes with light
and features partygoers in elegant costumes
from nearly a century ago. Although they are
friends, Marnie won’t leave the area to visit
Anna, and nobody else seems to know about
her. The paranormal angle is pretty obvious,
although this is more of a gentle film focusing
on moods and emotions rather than “gotcha”
twists. Presented in separate dual-language
DVD and Blu-ray editions, rated PG, extras
include storyboards and behind-the scenes
featurettes, including one with the Englishdub cast members, who include Geena Davis,
Catherine O’Hara, and John C. Reilly. Recommended. (C. Cassady)

New to Blu-ray
Newly available on highdefinition Blu-ray, The Future Diary: The Complete
Series (Funimation, Blu-ray:
3 discs, $69.99) centers on
introvert Yukiteru, who is
challenged to a death match
by Deus Ex Machina to crown the god of
space and time in this 2011-12 series (VL-3/14
HHH1/2), rated TV-MA.
New to Blu-ray, Patlabor
2: The Movie (Maiden Japan, Blu-ray: $39.98)—the
1993 second feature (VL9/06 HHH) from director
Mamoru Oshii—follows
Captain Kiichi Goto and the
men and women working with Ingram patrol
robots, as they untangle a dangerous web of
lies and betrayal threatening the country.
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Music Dance
Alceste HH1/2

(2014) 150 min. In French w/
English subtitles. DVD: $29.99,
Blu-ray: $39.99. EuroArts (dist.
by Naxos of America).

C h r i stoph W i l l ib a ld
Gluck’s second “reform”
opera—considered revolutionary for moving away from vocal
pyrotechnics to an expressive fusion of
music and drama—is an adaptation of Euripides’ play about the titular queen who
sacrifices herself to save her husband from
death, only to be rescued by Hercules, who
storms the underworld on her behalf. Under
Ivor Bolton’s baton, this 2014 production
from Madrid’s Teatro Real (which uses the
composer’s 1774 French revision of the 1767
Italian original) conveys the score’s austere
beauty, although Krzysztof Warlikowski’s
staging will not appeal to traditionalists.
Not only does he employ modern dress
(a fairly common practice nowadays), he
also re-imagines Alceste as Princess Diana,
trapped in an unhappy marriage that she
hopes to escape through her decision to die,
but then returns to life as an incapacitated
woman in a wheelchair. An intriguing concept that recalls the story’s tragic roots, this
reworking requires some radical directorial
choices, including the depiction of hell as a
morgue and the insertion of two dialogue
scenes that interrupt the music. Vocally,
too, the production is flawed. In the title
role, soprano Angela Denoke doesn’t display
the agility demanded by the part, and the
voices of both Paul Groves (as Admète, her
husband) and Willard White (doing double
duty as Thanatos and the High Priest) sound
somewhat frayed. In sum, this version of
Gluck’s rarely performed opera doesn’t
mark an appreciable improvement on the
similarly problematic Stuttgart staging
(VL-9/07). Presented in PCM stereo, this is
a strong optional purchase. (F. Swietek)

Black & White Ballets
HHH1/2

(2014) 101 min. DVD: $29.99,
Blu-ray: $39.99. Arthaus Musik
(dist. by Naxos of America).

Czech-born Jirí Kylián
was artistic director of the
Nederlands Dans Theater
from 1976 to 1999 and after stepping down
from that post remained as choreographer.
Debuting on Blu-ray, this collection of six
short ballet films made for Dutch TV in
the mid-’90s demonstrate his imaginative,
elegant style and range. Falling Angels, with
percussive music by modernist Steve Reich,
reflects the influence of African drum-based
rituals; Petite Mort and Six Dances, set to
pieces by Mozart, offer rococo costumes and
more genteel—albeit sometimes rather lascivious—movement; No More Play and Sweet
Dreams, both with atonal scores by Anton
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Webern, exhibit darker psychological reflections on love and lust; and Sarabande contrasts a lovely baroque violin solo by Bach
with a violent electronic variation by Dirk
Heuff. The disc’s title indicates the basic
color scheme of much of the costuming; but
more important, it also suggests the viewer’s
role in “filling in” the emotional hues of
all the works, which feature from five to
13 dancers, mix elements of neo-classical
dance with modern moves, and play out on
a nearly bare stage. Although two decades
old, the visuals remain excellent, and the
PCM stereo sound is perfectly adequate.
Other new-to-Blu-ray Jirí Kylián dance titles
include Jirí Kylián’s Car Men (VL-9/08) and
Nederlands Dans Theater Celebrates Jirí Kylián
(VL-3/08), as well as the new documentary
Jirí Kylián: Forgotten Memories. A welcome
addition showcasing the work of one of the
most significant masters of modern dance,
this is highly recommended. (F. Swietek)

Claude HHH

(2013) 97 min. DVD: $24.99.
Bel Air Classiques (dist. by
Naxos of America).

Although operas have
been set in prison before
(Beethoven’s Fidelio, for
example), this 2013 premiere commissioned by
the Opéra National de Lyon is decidedly
unusual. Adapted from “Claude Gueux,”
a fact-based 1834 short story by Victor
Hugo that is sometimes seen as a sketch for
Les Misérables, the libretto was written by
Robert Badinter, who as France’s Minister
of Justice presided over the abolition of the
death penalty in 1981. Despite Badinter’s
disclaimer (in a bonus interview) that the
work is intended to be tragic rather than
didactic, Claude evinces a strong point of
view in favor of enlightened penal processes. Claude (Jean-Sébastien Bou), an
upright man sentenced for stealing food
for his family, earns his fellow prisoners’
respect for his moral probity, especially
after defending weak inmate Albin (Rodrigo Ferreira). But the warden (Laurent
Alvaro) is intractably hostile, leading to
Claude’s decision to assassinate him not
out of hatred but on principle—and then
quietly accept his own execution in the aftermath. Composer Thierry Escaich’s score
is edgy but accessible, and the soloists and
company give a committed performance,
with Jérémie Rhorer eliciting powerful
music from the orchestra, and the chorus
similarly engaged. Elements of Olivier Py’s
staging—such as Albin’s gang rape—might
offend some, and the ballerina pirouetting during the orchestral conclusion is
somewhat bewildering, but Claude is an
impressive work, overall, presented here in
Dolby Digital 5.1 and PCM stereo. Recommended. (F. Swietek)
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The Decline of Western
Civilization Collection
HHH

(2015) 4 discs. 279 min. DVD:
$39.98, Blu-ray: $59.98. Shout!
Factory (avail. from most
distributors).

In 1981, filmmaker Penelope Spheeris released her scruffy documentary The Decline of Western Civilization,
offering a look at the punk culture of Los
Angeles that featured the bands of the day
(including Black Flag, The Germs, and X).
Establishing trust with her subjects, Spheeris
drew unguarded responses in interviews,
which she interspersed between live performances from six bands total. The music
made the film a cult hit at college campuses
and midnight movies and the even-handed
look at the nihilistic culture surrounding
the L.A. punk scene continues to serve as an
invaluable time capsule of a social subculture.
In 1988, Spheeris followed up with The Decline of Western Civilization, Part II: The Metal
Years, centering on the heavy metal scene in
‘80s Los Angeles and featuring interviews
with—and performances by—several metal
veterans (including members of KISS, Aerosmith, Motörhead, and Megadeth), as well
as aspiring bands. The Decline of Western
Civilization, Part III completed the trilogy
in 1998, returning to the punk culture to
spotlight a new line-up of bands, as well
as an even more alienated group of “gutter
punks”—mostly homeless kids who fled
bad family situations. The social culture
takes precedence over the music in this
final installment, which presents a startling
portrait of a lost generation, while allowing
the subjects to tell their own stories. Newly
remastered and presented in Dolby Digital
5.1, stereo, and mono on DVD, and DTS-HD
5.1 and mono on Blu-ray, extras include audio
commentaries, behind-the-scenes featurettes,
deleted scenes, and interviews. A fine addition to any collection of documentaries on
American culture and popular music, this is
recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Der Rosenkavalier
HH1/2

(2014) 191 min. In German
w/English subtitles. DVD: 2
discs, $29.99; Blu-ray: $39.99.
Opus Arte (dist. by Naxos of
America).

Venus, goddess of love,
presides over this 2014 Glyndebourne Festival
production of Richard Strauss’s lush 1911
opera about the vagaries of romance—here,
the Marschallin (Kate Royal) first appears
in a pose mimicking Bottecelli’s painting
of Venus’s birth. The London Philharmonic
plays clearly under the baton of Robin Ticciati, but the result is more analytical than
impassioned, and while Royal sings accurately, her voice lacks a certain richness.
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Tara Erraught, on the other hand, supplies
wonderful vocalism in the trousers role
of Octavian, the young lover whom the
Marschallin will eventually pair with pretty
young Sophie (Teodora Gheorghiu), but she
is physically not quite right for the character
(nor do their voices blend terribly well in the
famous last act trio). But Lars Woldt is perfect
as the blundering Baron Ochs, whose wooing
of Sophie is foiled. Richard Jones’s staging,
which visually emphasizes the passage of
time from the 18th century to the mid20th—featuring bizarrely papered walls and
furniture of exaggerated size—is intriguing
but ultimately feels contrived. In sum, this
is an imperfect presentation of an interesting directorial concept that may be worth
investigating, but cannot be considered a
first choice (a better pick would be the 2014
Salzburg mounting [VL-5/15]). Presented in
DTS-5.1 (DTS-HD 5.1 on the Blu-ray release)
and LPCM stereo, extras include behind-thescenes featurettes, an interview with Ticciati,
and a cast gallery. A strong optional purchase.
(F. Swietek)

Feuersnot HHH

(2014) 113 min. DVD: $29.99,
Blu-ray: $39.99. Arthaus Musik
(dist. by Naxos of America).

Richard Strauss’s second
opera—a rarely performed
19 01 one - ac t pie c e — i s
mounted here by Palermo’s
Teatro Massimo in a 2014 production. The
title—which roughly translates as A Hunger
for Fire—is a double entendre. On one hand
it refers to a longing for romantic ardor on
the part of the magician Kunrad, who rashly
kisses Diemut, the burgomaster’s daughter,
during the midsummer celebration, only to
have her humiliate him before the townspeople. But it also indicates the nature of
Kunrad’s revenge: he uses his powers to extinguish all the fires for the festivities, restoring
them only when Diemut succumbs to his advances. Despite some Wagnerian overtones,
the score already reflects the lushness of
Strauss’s mature style, and conductor Gabriele
Ferro draws a fervent performance from the
company orchestra. Dietrich Henschel and
Nicola Beller Carbone shine as Kunrad and
Diemut, although both look rather old for
their roles, and the supporting cast is excellent. The staging by Emma Dante moves the
action—somewhat problematically—from
12th-century Germany to what appears to
be early 20th-century Italy, and fills the
single set with so much activity by choristers, supernumeraries, and acrobats that the
overall effect is oppressively busy. Still, the
opportunity to see Feuersnot at all makes this
worthwhile. Presented in Dolby Digital 5.1
and PCM stereo on DVD, and DTS-HD 5.1
and PCM stereo on Blu-ray, extras include
a “making-of” featurette. Recommended.
(F. Swietek)

S E P T E M B E R / O C T O B E R

2 0 1 5

I Shardana HH1/2

(2013) 114 min. In Italian w/
English subtitles. DVD: $32.99,
Blu-ray: $42.99. Dynamic (dist.
by Naxos of America).

This 2013 production
from Sardinia’s Teatro Lirico
di Cagliari presents a true
operatic rarity—the final
work of Ennio Porrino (1910–1959), a disciple
of Ottorino Respighi who sought to continue
the tradition of Verdi and Puccini and disparaged modernist trends. Born in Cagliari,
Porrino worked on I Shardana (writing both
the libretto and score) for two decades before
its premiere in Naples six months prior to
his death, after which it was swiftly forgotten. Set among the Sherden, a legendary
tribe who supposedly inhabited Sardinia in
prehistoric times, the plot finds Torbeno,
son of tribal chieftain Gonnario, falling in
love with Bèrbera Jonia, one of the invaders
his father is trying to expel from the island.
Torbeno’s decision to fight against Gonnario
understandably leads to family discord and
tragedy. The music is very old-fashioned for
its day, mingling bombastic war chants and
soaring love duets with only an occasional
nod to 20th-century style. The house orchestra negotiates the score reasonably well under
conductor Anthony Bramall. Director Davide
Livermore takes advantages of the opportunities afforded by the story to add gyrating
dancers in skin-tight outfits and astounding
headdresses to the busy visual mix. The singing is of solid provincial quality, with Sardinian folk singer Elena Ledda making a special
appearance in a work that obviously carried
special meaning for the Cagliari audience.
Presented in Dolby Digital 5.1 and PCM stereo
on DVD, and DTS-HD 5.0 and PCM stereo on
Blu-ray, this may appeal to those interested in
lesser-known Italian romantic opera. A strong
optional purchase. (F. Swietek)

Il Farnace HH1/2

(2013) 151 min. DVD: 2 discs,
$39.99; Blu-ray: $42.99.
Dynamic (dist. by Naxos of
America).

Antonio Vivaldi’s opera seria centering on the Roman
general Pompey’s invasion
of the kingdom of Pontus—whose king,
Pharnaces, orders his wife to kill their son and
herself to avoid captivity—has a mangled textual history. First staged in 1727, Il Farnace was
extensively revised by the composer for subsequent productions; in 1738 he was rewriting it
yet again when the commission was canceled
with only two of the three acts completed.
The manuscript of this incomplete “final”
version is the basis for this 2013 production
at the Teatro Communale di Firenze. Vivaldi
expert Federico Maria Sardelli conducts the
Orchestra of the Maggio Musicale Fiorentino
with great energy and careful attention to
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baroque practice. But budgetary limitations
result in a concert staging in which costumed
singers—including Emanuele D’Aguanno,
Mary-Ellen Nesi, and Sonia Prina in the lead
roles, all in good voice—deliver the florid
arias and drawn-out recitatives standing at
lecterns for the most part (although there
are some rear-stage projections). Stranger
still is the decision simply to stop abruptly
at the conclusion of Act II (a recent audioonly recording includes the first two acts
in the 1738 version but also adds a modern
reconstruction of the third). Still, this is a rare
Vivaldi opera, so this release—presented in
Dolby Digital 5.1 and PCM stereo on DVD,
and DTS-HD 5.0 and PCM stereo on Bluray—should be considered a strong optional
purchase. (F. Swietek)

Jenufa HHH1/2

(2014) 131 min. DVD: $29.99,
Blu-ray: $39.99. Arthaus
Musik/Unitel Classica (dist. by
Naxos of America).

The operas of Czech composer Leoš Janácek have
finally found a firm place
in the standard repertory.
Jenufa—his first masterpiece in the medium,
dating from 1904, with revisions from
1916—receives a fine interpretation in this
2014 production from the Deutsche Oper
Berlin. Jenufa is pregnant with the child of a
mill owner whom she expects to marry—until her face is slashed by his stepbrother, a
man obsessed with having her for himself.
Repelled by her disfigurement, the miller
weds the mayor’s daughter instead, and
while the stepbrother still desires Jenufa, he
also refuses to raise the infant, prompting
Jenufa’s stepmother, the Kostelnicka, to take
decisive action in order to pave the way for
a wedding that will save the family from
humiliation. Not surprisingly, most of the
music is highly dramatic, but there are brief
episodes of peasant ebullience in dance as
well. Staged in a starkly minimalist style and
basically modern dress by Christof Loy (who
presents the tale as a prolonged flashback by
the stepmother), this Jenufa is extraordinarily
powerful, with a thrusting score under the
baton of Donald Runnicles and vivid singing from Michaela Kaune (Jenufa), Jennifer
Larmore (the Kostelnicka), and the entire
supporting cast. Presented in Dolby Digital
5.0 and PCM stereo on DVD, and DTS-HD
5.0 and PCM stereo on Blu-ray, this is highly
recommended. (F. Swietek)

A John Williams
Celebration HH1/2

(2014) 103 min. DVD: $24.99,
Blu-ray: $29.99. C Major (dist.
by Naxos of America).

In September 2014, the
Los Angeles Philharmonic
opened its season with a
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tribute to celebrated composer John Williams,
well-known for his film scores. Filmed for
PBS broadcast at the Walt Disney Concert
Hall—and punctuated with occasionally
distracting light shows and projections—the
event was notable for several reasons. One
is the inclusion of some of Williams’s less
familiar music: Soundings, which he wrote
for the opening of the Disney Hall, might
be an obvious choice, but not the jazzy suite
from Catch Me If You Can, or a choral anthem
from Amistad, which provides a nice change
of pace. Opening with Williams’s splashy and
rousing Fanfare & Theme for the 1984 Olympics, the celebration boasts another special
element—the appearance of violinist Itzhak
Perlman, who plays excerpts from Fiddler on
the Roof and Schindler’s List. But as the concert
moves into the expected territory of Jaws and
Star Wars, conductor Gustavo Dudamel’s
tendency to linger overmuch becomes obvious; although when Williams himself takes
the baton for the “Imperial March” from The
Empire Strikes Back (complete with costumed
guests), the energy level rises perceptibly.
Presented in DTS 5.1 (DTS-HD 5.1 on the
Blu-ray release) and PCM stereo, extras include a conversation between Williams and
Dudamel, and an interview with Perlman.
Likely to please fans of Williams, as well as
movie music buffs, this is a strong optional
purchase. (F. Swietek)

Lear HHH

(2014) 156 min. In German
w/English subtitles. DVD or
Blu-ray: $29.99. Arthaus Musik
(dist. by Naxos of America).

Shakespeare’s tragedy
serves as the basis for Aribert Reimann’s third opera,
which premiered in 1978
to a mixed reception but has since been performed worldwide to considerable acclaim.
The musical idiom is extremely bombastic
and astringent in the first act, becoming more
moving (but no less highly charged) in the
second as Lear’s powers deteriorate, and the
vocals are more declamatory than sonorous.
But the piece reflects the play’s power and
pathos, even though Claus H. Henneberg’s
libretto necessarily condenses the action.
Karoline Gruber’s 2014 production for the
Staatsoper Hamburg presents Lear in modern
dress against a relatively sparse set consisting
of chairs, bleacher-like steps, boxes, and miniaturized structures. The company orchestra
plays with fervor for conductor Simone
Young, while the cast handles the difficult
music with obvious commitment. Bo Skovhus
naturally dominates as the increasingly mad
monarch, a sturdy, middle-aged, misguided
man instead of the aged, infirm king usually
portrayed onstage. The other singers—including Katja Pieweck as Goneril, Hellen
Kwon as Regan, and Siobhan Stagg as Cordelia—complement Skovhus’s virtuoso performance with equally strong turns. While not
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for everyone, devotees of late-20th-century
opera will likely be drawn to this. Presented
in Dolby Digital 5.1 and PCM stereo on DVD,
and DTS-HD 5.1 and PCM stereo on Blu-ray,
extras include a “making-of” featurette. Recommended. (F. Swietek)

Lost Songs: The
Basement Tapes
Continued HHH

(2014) 130 min. DVD: $14.98,
Blu-ray: $19.98. Eagle Rock
Entertainment (avail. from
most distributors).

This Showtime-aired documentary chronicles the making of 2014’s
T-Bone Burnett-produced Lost on the River, an
album featuring songs built from unfinished
lyrics that Bob Dylan wrote while recording
The Basement Tapes with the Band in 1967
(Columbia would not release the heavilybootlegged set until 1975). The artists include
Elvis Costello, Marcus Mumford (Mumford
and Sons), Jim James (My Morning Jacket),
Rhiannon Giddens (Carolina Chocolate
Drops), and Taylor Goldsmith (Dawes), all
of whom sing and bring their instrumental
expertise to the two-week recording session
at Los Angeles’s Capitol Studios. Director Sam
Jones interweaves rehearsal performances
with dramatically-recreated archival footage and audio recollections from those who
worked on or wrote about The Basement Tapes,
including Dylan biographer Clinton Heylin,
critic Greil Marcus, and Band bassist Rick
Danko (although photos might have worked
better than the convincingly grainy but extraneous re-creations). This almost plays like
two documentaries in one, although there’s
often a relationship, since some of the featured artists have a connection to Dylan, such
as James, who performed “Goin’ to Acapulco”
in Todd Haynes’s kaleidoscopic bio-pic I’m Not
There. Although Dylan himself never appears,
Johnny Depp drops by to join Mumford for
“Kansas City” on which he plays guitar.
Presented in DTS 5.1, Dolby Digital 5.1 and
stereo on DVD, and DTS-HD 5.1 and LPCM
stereo on Blu-ray, extras include six bonus
tracks. Sure to appeal to fans of all things
Dylan, this is recommended. (K. Fennessy)

A MusiCares Tribute to
Carole King HHH

(2015) 99 min. DVD: $16.98,
Blu-ray: $21.98. Shout! Factory
(avail. from most distributors).

With LeAnn Rimes and
Steven Tyler kicking off this
January 2014 tribute concert
to MusiCares Person of the Year Carole King
with a high-energy “Hi De Ho”—Rimes
gyrating her hips while Tyler acts like he’s
trying to stick his tongue in her ear—older
viewers who grew up with King’s music
in the ‘60s and ‘70s might be forgiven for
thinking that this was going to be a serious
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mismatch of showboating talent who would
perform songs that were mostly intimate,
quiet, and beautiful. For some, that feeling
will continue as they watch Lady Gaga’s
outsized rendition of “You’ve Got a Friend,”
Alicia Keys’s perfect performance of “Natural
Woman” (a rousing showstopper that feels
one-hundred-percent choreographed even
when it tries to look spontaneous), and Train’s
awkward interact-with-King-in-the-audience
version of “I Feel the Earth Move.” But some
nice surprises are here too: Gloria Estefan’s
simple and heartfelt “It’s Too Late,” Jesse &
Joy’s (Joy’s voice actually sounds closest to
King’s) Latin-tinged “Where You Lead,” and
a wonderful ensemble rendition of “Beautiful” featuring Sara Bareilles, Zac Brown,
Jason Mraz, and Raining Jane. But the best
is definitely reserved for last as James Taylor
delivers a soulful “Up on the Roof” and then
joins King for “Sweet Seasons,” “Hey Girl,”
and “Will You Love Me Tomorrow.” Winding
up with King delivering a rousing “Jazzman,”
the 22-song set includes a satisfying mix of
King’s work as a songwriter and as a solo
artist, with many selections drawn from her
classic 1971 album Tapestry. Presented in DTS
5.1, Dolby Digital 5.1 and stereo on DVD, and
DTS-HD 5.1 and LPCM stereo on Blu-ray, this
is recommended. (R. Pitman)

The Rolling Stones from
the Vault: Hyde Park Live
1969 HH
(1969) 55 min. DVD: $14.98,
Blu-ray: $19.98. Eagle Rock
Entertainment (avail. from
most distributors).

On July 5, 1969, the Rolling Stones performed a free concert in Hyde Park before
an estimated audience of between a quarter
and a half million people. Filmed for TV as
The Stones in the Park, this hour-shy program
is as much ersatz ethnographic study as it is a
concert. A fair amount of the footage centers
on the audience and other park visitors, while
the rest is almost exclusively focused on lead
singer Mick Jagger, who also reads an excerpt
from Percy Bysshe Shelley’s poem “Adonais”
as a tribute to Stones guitarist Brian Jones,
found dead two days earlier. The Stones
had not performed live for two years and
guitarist Mick Taylor was making his debut,
joining lead guitarist Keith Richards, bassist
Bill Wyman, and drummer Charlie Watts.
Musically, this was not the Stones’ finest
hour. Most of the songs suffer from decidedly out-of-tune guitar work, and only eight
of the 14 from the set are featured here (and
sometimes interrupted by interview clips of
a spacey Jagger), including “Midnight Rambler,” “(I Can’t Get No) Satisfaction,” “Jumpin’
Jack Flash,” “Honky Tonk Women,” and “I’m
Free,” as well as the covers “Love in Vain” and
“I’m Yours & I’m Hers” (the latter for Jones).
While the 18-minute version of “Sympathy
for the Devil” with African percussionists is
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definitely a highlight, this is disappointing,
overall. Presented in DTS 5.1, Dolby Digital
5.1 and stereo on DVD, and DTS-HD 5.1 and
LPCM stereo on Blu-ray, this is for Stones
completists only. A much better choice would
be the Stones’ triumphant 2013 return to
Hyde Park, The Rolling Stones: Sweet Summer
Sun—Hyde Park Live (VL-1/14). [Note: Rolling
Stones from the Vault: The Marquee Club Live
in 1971 is also newly available with an accompanying CD on both DVD and Blu-ray.]
An optional purchase. (R. Pitman)

Show Boat HHH1/2

(2014) 144 min. DVD: $29.99,
Blu-ray: $39.99. EuroArts (dist.
by Naxos of America).

Jerome Kern and Oscar
Ha m merstein II’s 1927
Broadway hit, a milestone in
the history of American musical theatre, receives highbrow treatment in
this 2014 production from the San Francisco
Opera. This Show Boat—incorporating material from the 1946 revival—is intelligently
mounted, with elegant sets and costumes,
and features lovely singing, while the orchestra provides sumptuous accompaniment for
the classic songs (“Make Believe,” “Ol’ Man
River,” and “Can’t Help Lovin’ Dat Man,” for
starters). Although the plot—based on Edna
Ferber’s titular novel—is a dramatically rickety romance that treats racial prejudice in a
manner that comes across as condescending
today, viewers adjust fairly quickly to what
is, after all, a period piece. Nonetheless,
the full-blown operatic approach does have
drawbacks. Conductor John DeMain and the
singers—including Patricia Racette as Julie,
Heidi Stober as Magnolia, and Michael Todd
Simpson as Gaylord Ravenal—often seem to
be treating the show like a museum exhibit,
with occasionally stodgy tempos and extremely careful diction (it’s a breath of fresh
air every time Bill Irwin shows up as Cap’n
Andy, bringing some welcome Broadway
bravado to the overly refined proceedings).
But this is still an estimable version of a
work whose central importance to one of
America’s greatest contributions to modern
culture—the musical—is unquestionable.
Presented in DTS 5.1, Dolby Digital 5.1,
and PCM stereo on DVD, and DTS-HD 5.1
and PCM stereo on Blu-ray, extras include
interviews with cast and crew. Highly recommended. (F. Swietek)

Slash: Live at the Roxy
9.25.14 HH1/2

(2014) 109 min. DVD: $14.98,
Blu-ray: $19.98. Eagle Rock
Entertainment (avail. from
most distributors).

Former Guns N’ Roses
guitarist Slash (born Saul
Hudson) receives top billing for this 2014
engagement at Los Angeles’s Roxy Theatre,
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although he’s actually more like a special
guest. Slash joins forces with Myles Kennedy and the Conspirators for a 13-song set
that draws from their collaborative albums,
plus material from Slash’s tenure in Guns N’
Roses and Velvet Revolver. Kennedy, former
front man of Alter Bridge, actually sounds a
little like GN’R’s Axl Rose, but makes more
extensive use of his upper range, which
also recalls Ronnie James Dio. The concert
offers no real surprises, but the audience
reacts with enthusiasm, especially when
the band launches into “Anastasia” from
2012’s Apocalyptic Love, which starts out
like a power ballad before segueing into
a full-blown rocker. Other well-received
selections include Guns N’ Roses’ “Nightrain” and “Sweet Child O’Mine,” which is
visually accompanied by poison-green laser
lights. The camera zooms in on Slash’s fret
work, which guitarists will appreciate, but
it’s hard to get a good look at other members of the group besides Kennedy (and
Slash’s ever-present leather hat and dark
sunglasses consistently obscure his face).
Towards the end of the set, Slash notes that
he first played with the Conspirators at the
Roxy five years before, so the gig represents
a homecoming of sorts (Guns N’ Roses also
played the club during their early days).
Presented in DTS 5.1, Dolby Digital 5.1
and stereo on DVD, and DTS-HD 5.1 and
LPCM stereo on Blu-ray, extras include four
bonus tracks. A strong optional purchase.
(K. Fennessy)

The Who: Live at Shea
Stadium 1982 HHH

(1982) 127 min. DVD: $14.98,
Blu-ray: $19.98. Eagle Rock
Entertainment (avail. from
most distributors).

Comparing The Who as
they appear in The Who:
Live in Texas ’75 (VL-1/13) to this October
1982 concert, most viewers would note a
difference in energy and attitude. A lot happened in the seven years between: manic
drummer Keith Moon died in 1978, a stampede at a Who concert in Cincinnati left 11
dead in 1979, and creative force/guitarist
Pete Townshend was coming off bouts with
heroin addiction and depression in 1982
when the group recorded It’s Hard, their
10th album (and final for 25 years). Despite
recording the new material, old tensions and
anxieties continued to simmer and the 1982
tour was announced as their last. While the
band here—mic-twirling Roger Daltrey on
vocals, windmilling guitarist Townshend,
legendarily stoic bassist John Entwistle,
drummer Kenney Jones, and keyboardist
Tim Gorman—is not the same electrifying group from 1975, they do eventually
catch some fire in this generous 25-song set
that is mercifully short on new songs and
packed with hits, including “Substitute,” “I
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Can’t Explain,” “Behind Blue Eyes,” “Baba
O’Riley,” “Who Are You,” “Pinball Wizard,”
and, of course, one of rock’s all-time great—
and continuously relevant—anthems: “We
Won’t Get Fooled Again” (to paraphrase the
current president: “yes we will”). Highlights
include Daltrey and Townshend sharing a
mic for vocals on “Sister Disco,” Entwhistle’s
rousing “The Quiet One,” and the early
and rarely performed “Tattoo.” But this is
still a different Who: Daltrey now wears a
suit, quietly entreats the audience (twice) to
please step back, and Townshend smashes
no guitars. Here, The Who are not going
out with a whimper, but not exactly a bang
either. Presented in DTS 5.1, Dolby Digital
5.1 and stereo on DVD, and DTS-HD 5.1
and LPCM stereo on Blu-ray, extras include
five bonus songs. Visually unimpressive—as
many ‘80s shot-on-video concerts are—this
is still sure to be welcomed by Who fans.
Recommended. (R. Pitman)

Yearning for the
Presence HH1/2

(2014) 59 min. In German w/
English subtitles. DVD: $19.99.
EuroArts (dist. by Naxos of
America).

Many opera DVDs include a “making-of” featurette; this one essentially presents the
supplement but omits the opera. Uli Aumüller’s documentary follows the development
of Mark Andre’s Wunderzaichen (Miraculous
Signs), commissioned by the Stuttgart Opera
for a 2014 premiere. The idea for the piece
was prompted by the Scriptural reference to
the “disappearance” of Jesus, i.e., the time
between the Resurrection and the Ascension.
But the central character is Johannes Reuchlin, a 15th-century Christian scholar considered the founder of modern Jewish studies
(an admirer of the Kaballah, Reuchlin spoke
out against the burning of Hebrew books by
the Inquisition). But here he is depicted as a
modern man with a heart transplant who
finds himself without papers at Israeli airport
security, where he meets a woman named
Maria (after Mary Magdalene), who reacts passionately after he suffers another heart attack
and dies. The film follows Andre as he seeks
to infuse his intricately designed, modernist
music with mystical properties, traveling
to a church in Jerusalem to record ambient
sounds that he then manipulates at an electronic-music laboratory for insertion into the
score. Viewers also witness the commitment
of the director, singers, and opera house’s
technical team as they try to mount the
work in a way that will faithfully reflect the
composer’s intent. Only brief rehearsal snippets of Wunderzaichen are included, which
are insufficient to assess its overall quality.
But Aumüller’s film does clearly demonstrate
the dedication and labor that went on behind
the scenes. Presented in PCM stereo, this is a
strong optional purchase. (F. Swietek)

V I D E O

L I B R A R I A N

Distributor Addresses
Contact information for distributors of titles reviewed in this issue
are listed below. Some titles must
be ordered direct, while others are
available from a wide variety of
distributors.

Human Relations Media
41 Kensico Dr.
Mt. Kisco, NY 10549
Tel: (800) 431-2050
Web: hrmvideo.com

Third World Newsreel
545 Eighth Ave., 5th Fl., Ste. 550
New York, NY 10018
Tel: (212) 947-9277
Web: twn.org

Icarus Films
32 Court St., 21st Fl.
Brooklyn, NY 11201
Tel: (800) 876-1710
Web: icarusfilms.com

TMW Media Group
2321 Abbot Kinney Blvd.
Venice, CA 90291
Tel: (800) 262-8862
Web: tmwmedia.com

Alexander Street Press
3212 Duke St.
Alexandria, VA 22314
Tel: (800) 889-5937
Web: academicvideostore.com

Janson Media
118 Main St.
Tappan, NY 10983
Tel: (845) 359-8488
Web: janson.com

The Video Project
P.O. Box 411376
San Francisco, CA 94141
Tel: (800) 475-2638
Web: videoproject.com

The AV Cafe
6201 S. 58th St., Ste. A
Lincoln, NE 68516
Tel: (877) 228-2233
Web: theavcafe.com

JIST Career Solutions
875 Montreal Way
St. Paul, MN 55102
Tel: (800) 328-1452
Web: jist.com

Vision Video
P.O. Box 540
Worcester, PA 19490
Tel: (800) 523-0226
Web: visionvideo.com

Barefoot Productions
6646 Hollywood Blvd., Ste. 220
Los Angeles, CA 90028
Tel: (323) 461-9773
Web: bareprod.com

Kino Lorber Edu
333 W. 39th St., Ste. 503
New York, NY 10018
Tel: (212) 629-6880
Web: kinolorberedu.com

Weston Woods Studios
90 Old Sherman Tpke.
Danbury, CT 06816
Tel: (800) 243-5020
Web: westonwoods.scholastic.com

Bennett-Watt HD Productions
13021 244th Ave. SE
Issaquah, WA 98027
Tel: (800) 327-2893
Web: bennett-watt.com

LINX Educational Publishing
4311 Salisbury Rd.
Jacksonville, FL 32216
Tel: (800) 717-5469
Web: linxedu.com

Zeitgeist Films
247 Centre St., 2nd Fl.
New York, NY 10013
Tel: (800) 509-0448
Web: zeitgeistfilms.com

Bullfrog Films
P.O. Box 149
Oley, PA 19547
Tel: (800) 543-3764
Web: bullfrogfilms.com

Marshall Publishing
123 S. Hough St.
Barrington, IL 60010
Tel: (888) 300-3455
Web: marshallpub.com

The Cinema Guild
115 W. 30th St., Ste. 800
New York, NY 10001
Tel: (800) 723-5522
Web: cinemaguild.com

Master Communications
P.O. Box 9096
Cincinnati, OH 45209
Tel: (800) 765-5885
Web: master-comm.com

Collective Eye
2305 SE Yamhill St., Ste. 101
Portland, OR 97214
Tel: (503) 232-5345
Web: collectiveeye.org

Music Box Films
173 N. Morgan St.
Chicago, IL 60607
Tel: (312) 241-1320
Web: musicboxfilms.com

Dreamscape Media
6940 Hall St.
Holland, OH 43528
Tel: (877) 983-7326
Web: dreamscapeab.com

National Film Board of Canada
P.O. Box 6100, Centre-Ville Station
Montreal, Quebec H3C 3H5 CANADA
Tel: (800) 542-2164
Web: nfb.ca

Film Movement
109 West 27th St., Ste. 9B
New York, NY 10001
Tel: (866) 937-3456
Web: filmmovement.com

Naxos of America
1810 Columbia Ave., Ste. 28
Franklin, TN 37064
Tel: (615) 771-9393
Web: naxos.com

Films Media Group
132 West 31st St., 17th Fl.
New York, NY 10001
Tel: (800) 322-8755
Web: films.com

Passion River
154 Mt. Bethel Rd.
Warren, NJ 07059
Tel: (732) 321-0711
Web: passionriver.com

First Run Features
630 Ninth Ave., Ste. 1213
New York, NY 10036
Tel: (800) 229-8575
Web: firstrunfeatures.com

PBS Video
2100 Crystal Dr.
Arlington, VA 22202
Tel: (800) 344-3337
Web: pbs.org

Green Planet Films
P.O. Box 247
Corte Madera, CA 94976
Tel: (415) 377-5471
Web: greenplanetfilms.org

Ro*co Films Educational
80 Liberty Ship Way, Ste. 8
Sausalito, CA 94965
Tel: (415) 332-6471
Web: rocoeducational.com

V I D E O

L I B R A R I A N

86

S E P T E M B E R / O C T O B E R

2 0 1 5

Your Complete Video Collection Management Resource
Includes Video Librarian Magazine Plus Online Access to 30,000 DVD/Blu-ray/VHS Reviews

Full Page Ad

Each Video Librarian Plus!
Subscription Includes:

Over 200 critical DVD/Blu-ray reviews
in each bi-monthly issue
Children’s • How-to’s • Documentaries
Movies • TV • Music • Anime

Video Librarian magazine
30,000 DVD/Blu-ray/VHS reviews
searchable by title, text, date, star
rating, and more
Exclusive bi-weekly DVD/Blu-ray
selection recommendations
Calendar of upcoming DVD/Blu-ray
releases with linked pre-pub reviews
Searchable database of distributors
Resources and expanded newsbriefs

Order Today!

For Faster Service
Call (800)692-2270
3435 NE Nine Boulder Dr., Poulsbo, WA 98370
Additional online subscriptions available for $25 each.
Call for details on our low-priced IP access service.

Fax: 360-626-1260 • E-mail: vidlib@videolibrarian.com
Video Librarian Plus! is also available through your subscription agent.
Canadian subscribers: $104; all other foreign subscriptions: $121.

Title Index
3 Hearts ............................................................................ 22
5 Flights Up ...................................................................... 22
’71 ..................................................................................... 22
112 Weddings .................................................................. 22
Age of Adaline, The ......................................................... 22
Alceste .............................................................................. 82
All Quiet on the Western Front ....................................... 46
Andrew and Wendy ......................................................... 68
Animal Homes ................................................................. 68
Avengers: Age of Ultron .................................................. 24
Baby Tree, The ................................................................. 60
Being Mortal .................................................................... 69
Belle and Sebastian .......................................................... 24
Beyond Zero: 1914-1918 ................................................. 73
Big Game .......................................................................... 24
Bitten: Complete Second Season .................................... 54
Black & White Ballets ...................................................... 82
Black and White: The Dawn of Assault .......................... 24
Black Beauty ..................................................................... 24
Black Stallion, The ........................................................... 46
Blazblue: Alter Memory ................................................... 80
Blood Cells ....................................................................... 24
Blue Room, The ............................................................... 25
Bob Hope: Entertaining the Troops ................................ 46
Brewmore Baltimore ........................................................ 70
Bridge, The ....................................................................... 46
Bullying and Suicide: Think About It ............................. 67
Call the Midwife: Season Four ........................................ 54
Camp X-Ray ..................................................................... 25
Carry the Tune ................................................................. 72
Champs ............................................................................ 25
Changing Minds at Concord High School ..................... 68
Cherry 2000 ..................................................................... 48
Christopher Films Collection, The ................................. 63
Cinderella ......................................................................... 26
Citizenfour ......................................................................... 3
Claude .............................................................................. 82
Click, Clack, Boo! ............................................................ 60
Closer to the Moon ......................................................... 26
Clouds of Sils Maria ......................................................... 26
Codebreaker ..................................................................... 77
Connection, The .............................................................. 26
Crimson Field, The .......................................................... 54
D Train, The ..................................................................... 26
D-Frag! The Complete Series ........................................... 80

Advertiser Directory
Action! Library Media Service ..............................70
Alexander Street Press ............................................7
Baker & Taylor Entertainment ...............................2
BayView Entertainment .......................................69
Bennett-Watt HD Productions ............................76
Breaking Glass Pictures ........................................43
Cinema Libre Studio ............................................33
Criterion ...............................................................53
Cult Epics .............................................................25
Dark Hollow Films ...............................................73
Dreamscape ......................................................9, 61
Entertainment One ........................................49, 57
Film Marketing Services .......................................90
Film Movement .............................................27, 29
Films Media Group ..............................................75
First Run Features .................................................23
Green Planet Films ...............................................71
Icarus Films ..........................................................47
Janson Media .......................................................19
Kino Lorber Education .........................................15
Learning ZoneXpress ...........................................70
Master Communications, Inc. ...............................6
Midwest Tape .......................................................92
Music Box Films ...................................................39
MVD Entertainment Group ................................37
National Media Market ........................................17
NCircle Entertainment ........................................55
Oscilloscope Pictures ...........................................35
Passion River Films ..............................................13
PBS Video .............................................................89
Strand Releasing ...................................................41
TDC Entertainment ...........................................4, 5
Third World Newsreel ..........................................77
TM Books & Video ...............................................62
Tugg, Inc. .............................................................11
VFS Productions ...................................................76
Vision Films .........................................................91
Vision Video .........................................................21
Visit Films ............................................................25
Wolfe Video .........................................................31

V I D E O

L I B R A R I A N

Decline of Western Civilization Collection, The ............ 82
Der Rosenkavalier ............................................................ 82
Der Samurai ..................................................................... 28
Der Todesking .................................................................. 48
Discoveries…America National Parks: San Francisco Bay
Area .................................................................................. 76
Dovekeepers, The ............................................................. 54
Drop Box, The .................................................................. 28
Eastern Boys ..................................................................... 28
Eduardo Carrillo: A Life of Engagement ......................... 77
Education Fever in Korea ................................................ 68
Entourage ......................................................................... 28
Escobar: Paradise Lost ...................................................... 28
Extinction in Progress ..................................................... 68
Facing Fear ....................................................................... 65
Faith Under Fire ............................................................... 74
Far From the Madding Crowd ......................................... 28
Feuersnot .......................................................................... 83
Finding Tatanka ............................................................... 78
First Peoples ..................................................................... 74
Five Easy Pieces ................................................................ 48
Flame, The ....................................................................... 63
Flamenco, Flamenco ........................................................ 29
Folsom Forever ................................................................ 29
Furious 7 .......................................................................... 30
Gangs of Wasseypur ........................................................ 30
Gemma Bovery ................................................................ 30
Glen Campbell…I’ll Be Me .............................................. 30
Going on Vocation .......................................................... 63
Golden Year, The ............................................................. 48
Goldilocks and the Three Dinosaurs .............................. 60
Goodbye Gauley Mountain ............................................ 64
Goodbye to All That ........................................................ 30
Grace Stirs Up Success ..................................................... 60
Grazers: A Cooperative Story .......................................... 70
Great Museum, The ......................................................... 73
.hack//Legend of the Twilight: Complete Series ............ 80
Hafu .................................................................................. 64
Hand That Feeds, The ...................................................... 64
He Ran All the Way ......................................................... 48
Here is Your Life ............................................................... 50
Hollywood Goes to War .................................................. 76
Honest Liar, An ................................................................ 30
Horsehead ........................................................................ 32
Hot Pursuit ....................................................................... 32
House of Cards: Volume Three ....................................... 54
Human Capital ................................................................ 32
Hunting Ground, The ..................................................... 66
Hyperdimension Neptunia ............................................. 80
I Am Evel Knievel ............................................................ 32
I Love Lucy: Ultimate Season 2 ....................................... 56
I Shardana ........................................................................ 83
If There Be Thorns ........................................................... 32
Il Farnace .......................................................................... 83
I’m With Phil ................................................................... 64
Immortalists, The ............................................................ 67
In the Name of My Daughter .......................................... 33
India’s Forgotten Children .............................................. 65
Industrial Strength America ............................................ 74
Inside the Court of Henry VIII ........................................ 75
Iris .................................................................................... 33
Jenufa ............................................................................... 83
John Denver: Country Boy ............................................. 78
John Paul II in America: Uniting a Continent ............... 64
John Williams Celebration, A ......................................... 83
Joseph: Beloved Son, Rejected Slave, Exalted Ruler ....... 62
Justified: Complete Final Season ..................................... 56
Keys to Getting Hired ...................................................... 71
Killing Jimmy Hoffa ........................................................ 75
Know How ....................................................................... 34
Kumiko, the Treasure Hunter .......................................... 34
Kung Fu Killer .................................................................. 34
Ladyhawke ....................................................................... 50
Lambert and Stamp ......................................................... 34
Lear ................................................................................... 84
Life Sentences .................................................................. 65
Limited Partnership ......................................................... 65
Little Big Girls .................................................................. 69
Little Boy .......................................................................... 34
Little House on the Prairie: Season Six ........................... 56
Lost Songs: The Basement Tapes Continued .................. 84
Love & Mercy ................................................................... 34
Love at First Fight ............................................................ 36
Love Unto Death / Life Is a Bed of Roses ........................ 50
Mad Max: Fury Road ....................................................... 36
Madame Bovary ............................................................... 36
Maggie .............................................................................. 36
Magician: Astonishing Life & Work of Orson Welles ..... 36
Maltese Bippy, The .......................................................... 50
Marfa Girl ......................................................................... 37
Master Builder, A ............................................................. 37
Max Steel: Go, Turbo! ...................................................... 60

88

May Allah Bless France! ................................................... 38
McCullin .......................................................................... 78
Merchants of Doubt ........................................................ 38
Miss Hill: Making Dance Matter ..................................... 78
Monkey Kingdom ............................................................ 38
Monte Walsh ................................................................... 50
MusiCares Tribute to Carole King ................................... 84
My Beautiful Laundrette ................................................. 51
My Prairie Home .............................................................. 79
Nanny: Complete Series .................................................. 56
New Worlds ...................................................................... 56
Newsroom: Complete Third Season ............................... 58
Night and the City .......................................................... 51
Nixon by Nixon: In His Own Words .............................. 79
Nobunagun ...................................................................... 80
Nothing ............................................................................ 60
Of Girls and Horses ......................................................... 38
Of Kites and Borders ........................................................ 65
Of the Land ...................................................................... 71
On Her Own .................................................................... 70
Our Magic ........................................................................ 73
OUT in the Line-Up ......................................................... 72
Pandas: The Journey Home ............................................. 38
Papa Is a Poet ................................................................... 63
Parks and Recreation: Season Seven ............................... 58
Ping Pong: The Animation .............................................. 80
Pitch Perfect 2 .................................................................. 38
Platinum Fitness for Seniors ............................................ 69
Poldark: Complete First Season ....................................... 58
Poltergeist ........................................................................ 40
Powers: Season 1 .............................................................. 58
Prime Cut ......................................................................... 51
Project Wild Thing .......................................................... 66
Real Life Teens: Social Media Addiction ......................... 67
Reckless ............................................................................ 40
Red Army ......................................................................... 40
Red Knot .......................................................................... 40
Revenge of the Mekons ................................................... 40
Ripper Street: Season Three ............................................. 59
Rizzoli & Isles: Complete Fifth Season ............................ 59
Rolling Stones from the Vault: Hyde Park Live 1969 ..... 84
Roman De Gare ............................................................... 42
Same, Same But Different ................................................ 62
San Andreas ..................................................................... 42
Scooby-Doo! and KISS ..................................................... 62
Seashore ........................................................................... 42
Seeds of Yesterday ............................................................ 42
Self Inflected .................................................................... 67
Show Boat ........................................................................ 85
Slash: Live at the Roxy 9.25.14 ....................................... 85
Soldate Jeannette ............................................................. 42
Soul Eater NOT! ............................................................... 81
Spider Baby ...................................................................... 51
Spring ............................................................................... 42
Still ................................................................................... 44
Stray Cat Rock .................................................................. 51
Sunshine Boys, The ......................................................... 52
Survivor ............................................................................ 44
Taking of Tiger Mountain, The ....................................... 44
Tall Blond Man with One Black Shoe, The ..................... 52
Taming of the Shrew, The ............................................... 74
Tangerines ........................................................................ 44
That Guy Dick Miller ....................................................... 44
They Are We ..................................................................... 66
Thing with Two Heads, The ............................................ 52
Threads: Industry Insider Techniques ............................. 72
Tiger Orange .................................................................... 44
To Go Viking .................................................................... 72
Tokyo Ravens: Season One, Part One ............................. 81
Transforming Power of Caregiving ................................. 63
Treatment, The ................................................................ 45
Troubled Teens Talk Video Game Addiction .................. 67
Uncertain Terms .............................................................. 45
United Passions ................................................................ 45
Unlimited Psychic Squad: Complete Collection ............ 81
Viva Frida ......................................................................... 63
Wanna Be the Strongest in the World! Complete
Series ................................................................................ 81
Wanted 18, The ............................................................... 66
Welcoming Your Second Child ....................................... 70
What We Do in the Shadows .......................................... 45
When Calls the Heart: Trials of the Heart ...................... 59
When Marnie Was There ................................................ 81
White God ....................................................................... 45
Who: Live at Shea Stadium 1982 .................................... 85
Wild West with Ray Mears, The ...................................... 76
Wire: Complete Series ..................................................... 59
Wolfen .............................................................................. 52
Yearning for the Presence ................................................ 85
You’re Fired! ..................................................................... 72
Young Hercules: Complete Series .................................... 59
Zero Motivation ............................................................... 46

S E P T E M B E R / O C T O B E R

2 0 1 5

Nom

inated

In The Rise of ISIS, Martin Smith (In Search
of Al Qaeda) explores and explains how the
Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) became
a major force so quickly. With ISIS continuing
to take and hold territory in Iraq and Syria
despite U.S. and coalition airstrikes, and
President Obama’s foreign policy legacy
hanging in the balance, this is the definitive
account of how the U.S. has reached this point.

THE EMMYS
ARE COMING…
Add the best new and notables to
your media collection today. We’re
honored to have been nominated for
over 25 nominations for this year’s
Television Academy Emmys and News
& Documentary Emmy® Awards.
From history to science, literature and
beyond, PBS delivers resources to
educate, inform and inspire learners
and patrons of every age.

FREE
SHIPPING!*

FRONTLINE:
The Rise of ISIS
2015 NEWS & DOCUMENTARY EMMY®
AWARDS NOMINEE

Item #: FRL63302
Single DVD $19.99

Nom

inated

MASTERPIECE:
Wolf Hall
2015 PRIMETIME EMMY® AWARDS NOMINEE
Tony Award-winning actor Mark Rylance and
Emmy Award-winner Damian Lewis star as
Thomas Cromwell and King Henry VIII in this
adaptation of Hilary Mantel’s best-selling
novels. A historical drama for a modern
audience, Wolf Hall charts Cromwell’s meteoric
rise in the Tudor court – from blacksmith’s
son to Henry VIII’s closest advisor, trapped
between his desire to do what is right and his
instinct to survive.
Item #: MST64557
3 Disc DVD $24.99

Use code FSVL
NOVA:
Meteor Strike
On February 15th, car cameras and
cellphones captured a blinding streak that
flashed across the sky over Russia’s Ural
Mountains, followed by an explosion that
injured some 1,500 people. The meteor,
weighing around 10,000 tons, was the
largest object to burst in the atmosphere
since 1908. Within days, NOVA crews were
in Russia following impact scientists as
they hunted for debris from the explosion
and clues to the meteor’s origin.
Item #: NOVA6265

American Masters:
Louisa May Alcott: The Woman Behind Little
Woman
Louisa May Alcott was no little woman, and
her life was no children’s book. Louisa May
Alcott’s story is as full of incident, surprise,
and heroism as any plot she invented. This
first film biography of the beloved author of
Little Women stars Elizabeth Marvel (House of
Cards) in a detailed portrait that replaces the
image of a New England spinster with a living,
breathing, modern woman.
Item #: AMMS6207
Single DVD $19.99

Single DVD $19.99

American Experience:
Blackout

Operation Wild

A look at what happened in New York City
the night the lights went out in July of
1977, plunging 7 million city residents into
darkness. By the time power was restored,
stores and businesses had been looted and
burned and thousands had been arrested.

This landmark three-part series joins
veterinary teams around the world as they
undertake groundbreaking operations to save
the lives of animals. Using pioneering medicine
made for humans; these vets are transforming
the way we can look after animals in some of
the remote places on Earth.

Item #: AMX62707

Item #: OPWI601

Single DVD $24.99

Single DVD $19.99

To buy these and other award winning DVDs, visit shopPBS.org/teachershop or other
authorized distributor sites. Thank you—your purchase supports PBS.
*Free shipping valid on orders placed on shoppbs.org/teachershop only. Orders must be placed using code FSVL and must be placed between 9.1.15 and 10.31.15.

Final Frame

How Many Copies?
Imagine that you order a single copy of
Adam Johnson’s Pulitzer Prize-winning novel
The Orphan Master’s Son. On the day it arrives,
you open the box to find the hardcover book,
plus a paperback version, and a large print
edition!
You bought one copy but received three.
Never gonna happen. But if it did, would
you process the set for checkout? Or would
you circulate all three items separately? Obvious choice here.
Now let’s say you buy one copy of The
LEGO Movie and it arrives with a Blu-ray disc,
a DVD disc, and a digital code for access to
the UltraViolet version of the film!
This will happen. And not because the
home entertainment industry feels generous, but rather because the format shift from
DVD to Blu-ray has been slow—so studios
hedge their bets by including both formats as
added value—and digital copies are basically
a bonus perk that recognizes the growing
mobile market.
When they first appeared several years ago,
Blu-ray/DVD Combo sets made some consumer sense. In the early years, Blu-ray players
cost hundreds of dollars, so with combo sets
the studios were ensuring that consumers
would not have to buy a movie again once
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they upgraded their hardware. With Blu-ray
players now as low as $50 (and standard
equipment in current gaming systems and
some computers), that covered-for-the-future
rationale no longer makes sense.
It’s been a budget-stretching boon for
libraries, however, who have been taking
advantage of the Blu-ray/DVD Combo twofer to circulate two copies of a title.
Many Blu-ray and DVD titles also come
with a code that once entered online will register an UltraViolet digital copy of the film to
the owner’s “digital locker.” Consumers can
then use a commercial app such as VUDU
(available on smart TVs, mobile devices, and
gaming systems) to watch the movie.
For libraries, the bonus digital copy included with some feature films has been kind of
a moot point since digital formats are tightly
controlled and technology serves as a barrier. Of course, the larger digital streaming
market for libraries has recently exploded,
with a wide range of companies (including
Action! Library Media Service, Alexander
Street Press, Docuseek2, Film Platform,
Films on Demand, Freegal, hoopla, Kanopy,
OverDrive, and Tugg) now offering libraryfriendly (and legal) platforms for circulating
titles to patrons and students.
But those UltraViolet digital copies? Until
recently, libraries would need to circulate TVs,
smart phones, or gaming consoles with pre-
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setup VUDU accounts to
make those work—which is
unfeasible on both practical
and economic levels.
Now, however, there is
a means of getting those
UltraViolet digital movies into the hands
of patrons: the Roku set-top box or stick, a
comparatively inexpensive and very portable
device that some libraries are checking out
to patrons with pre-installed VUDU accounts
that provide access to a grab-bag of the
library’s digital movie collection.
Whether or not it is perfectly legal remains
questionable, since digital copyright law differs from standard copyright law.
Still, First Sale Doctrine adherents would
argue that if a digital copy is legally acquired,
then it should be available on a singlepatron/single-circ basis—just like physical
copies.
Hollywood studios never meant for libraries to buy one movie and wind up circulating
three different copies, and the Roku/VUDU
system was not designed or intended for
library use. But if libraries are following
the single-copy/single-circ rule, one could
certainly make a case that Roku circulation
appears to fall within the spirit of the First
Sale Doctrine law. Whether it follows the
letter is a somewhat grayer area.
Randy Pitman
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A worldwide distributor of compelling star-hosted Documentaries on subjects that inspire
and make a difference; timely biographical specials on famous pop-culture icons; and
feature films of all genres (animation, action, family).

PSYCHOLOGY / SOCIOLOGY

AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES / CIVIL RIGHTS

BREATH OF LIFE

YOU BELONG TO ME:

OUR FUTURE. OUR PLANET. OUR LIFE.

SEX, RACE AND MURDER IN THE SOUTH

Explore the wisdom of the people who sustainably live off
the land, as this poignant Documentary goes on a global
journey to Europe, North America and Hawaii to get insightful
commentaries from the world’s greatest evolutionary biologists,
psychologists and cultural leaders.
FEATURING: Dr. Richard Dawkins (Ethologist and
Evolutionary Biologist), Dr. Robert Trivers (Evolutionary
Biologist), and many more experts in the field of Psychology
and Environmental Studies.
DVD VF-1028 UPC# 818522012124, SRP: $19.95,
BLU-RAY VF-1029 UPC# 818522012131, SRP: $29.95,
PPR: $299.00 w/ study guide, 83 Min
STREET DATE: 6/2/15

A powerful, eye-opening documentary about the sexual assault,
trial and incarceration of Ruby McCollum, a black woman
convicted of murdering a prominent Southern white doctor in
1952. The film delves into researching every aspect of her trial
and consequent conviction, and serves as an important historical
account of a tragic civil rights incident, the repercussions of which
can still be felt today.
FEATURING: Sam McCollum, Jr (son), Tracy Long
(granddaughter), Henry Curtis Aue (juror)
VF-1006 UPC# 818522011639,
SRP: $19.95, PPR: $299.00, 88 Min
STREET DATE: 2/3/15

GOD?

THE ALMIGHTY QUESTION

Take a journey around the globe and encounter people from all
walks of life - from celebrities, the religious, to atheists and the
common person – as they answer the question: "What is God?”
with thought-provoking results.
FEATURING: Hugh Jackman, David Copperfield,
Ringo Starr, Sir Bob Geldof, Seal, and many more.
VF-1021 UPC# 818522011783,
SRP: $19.95, PPR: $249.00, 93 Min
STREET DATE: 6/9/15

EUROPEAN HISTORY

THE MAJESTIC LIFE OF
QUEEN ELIZABETH II
Queen Elizabeth II has reigned for 60 years and has witnessed
incredible social, political and cultural changes in her reign. From
the death of her father King George VI, to the marriage of Prince
William and Kate Middleton, this is the true story of how the
young Princess became a great Queen.
FEATURING: Queen Elizabeth II, Hugo Vickers (Royal
biographer), Camilla Tominey (Royal Editor NBC), Jenni Bond
(Royal Correspondent), Tim Heald (Biographer Prince Philip),
Arthur Edwards (Royal Photographer), Robert Lacy (Royal
Historian)
VF-1016 UPC# 818522011738
SRP: $19.95, PPR: $249.00, 90 Min
STREET DATE: 5/19/15

LES MISERABLES:

THE HISTORY OF THE WORLDS
GREATEST STORY

Delve into the history behind one of the greatest novels of the
nineteenth century, one of the greatest musical stage plays of the
twentieth, and now one of the greatest box office successes of the
twenty-first century.
FEATURING: Cameron Mackintosh (Producer), Hugh Jackman
(Jean Valjean), Tom Hooper (Director), Anne Hathaway
(Fantine), Isabelle Allen (Young Cosette) and more!
VF-1012 UPC# 818522011691,
SRP: $16.95, PPR: $199.00, 60 Min
STREET DATE: 4/14/15

MACHINE GUN PREACHER
DOCUMENTARY
THE “REAL” MACHINE GUN PREACHER

Pennsylvanian biker Sam Childers overcame a life of drugs and
violence to become a rebel of hope, waging a 13-year war to free
enslaved children in Uganda and Southern Sudan, Africa. This
film takes a peek inside the life of a missionary who preaches
justice with a machine gun.
FEATURING: Sam Childers a.k.a. The Machine Gun Preacher and
Gerard Butler (title character in “Machine Gun Preacher”)
VF-1002 UPC# 818522011493,
SRP: $19.95, PPR: $249.00, 71 Min
STREET DATE: 4/7/15

NATURAL HISTORY

FURTHEST FROM THE WILD
THE ENDANGERED AND DANGEROUS
WORLD OF ANIMAL SANCTUARIES

A poignant and insightful documentary, perfect for family
viewing, that takes a global journey through the world of Animal
Sanctuaries and portrays the struggles and triumphs of people
who have dedicated their lives to rescuing lions, tigers, wolves,
monkeys, exotic birds and more.
FEATURING: Wildlife experts and conservationists,
Jonathan Kraft and Tina R. Matejek
VF-1028 UPC# 818522012308
SRP: $19.95, PPR: $199.00, 81 Min
STREET DATE: 9/1/15

SHARKS
Exceptional imagery depicts these amazing sea dwellers in a new
and different way, as they've been around long before dinosaurs.
Showcasing the rather impressive wild survivalists and masters
of the ocean not as dangerous devouring fighting machines. The
white shark, the hammerhead shark or the whale shark can all be
seen, as a first-hand experience.
FEATURING: Erich Ritter
VF-1022 UPC# 818522011790
SRP: $19.95, PPR: $149.00, 51 Min
STREET DATE: 8/4/15

VISION FILMS is proud to announce its expansion into Libraries and Institutions through Allied Vaughn (http://www.alliedvaughn.com/).
Educators please contact: sales@visionfilms.net for university classroom pricing, screenings,
study guide and speaking engagments.

Solutions for the Most Common
Childhood Behavior Challenges

11301396
$29.99

11301395
$29.99

E

very parent and teacher knows that it is perfectly
normal for kids to behave badly from time to
time. But bad behavior is still a major challenge
and source of frustration. Whining, interrupting,
sibling bickering, homework battles, picky eating,
and other behavior problems can be extremely
difficult to deal with.
In these three videos, Deborah Gilboa, MD (“Dr.
G.”)—family physician, noted speaker, and author
of Get the Behavior You Want…Without Being the
Parent You Hate!—provides insightful tips about
how to solve these and other common behavior
problems and help kids become respectful,
responsible, and resilient people.

Dr. Gilboa’s advice focuses on these “3Rs
of Parenting”—respect, responsibility, and
resilience—in order to help kids build
the important skills and character
traits that will minimize conflicts
at home and school and prepare
them for long-term success
in life.
bellmarker.com

11301397
$29.99

.

Dr G

Deborah Gilboa, MD, is
an
in-demand
keynote
speaker and has traveled
the world sharing her fun,
yet straightforward, storytelling approach to youth
development.

AlSo AvAilABle froM Bell MArker:
Inside College Admission series
with Hanna Stotland

“ HHH ½.” — Video Librarian

order todAy At MidweSttApeS.CoM!

