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John Welling ton
Ennis’s insightful documentary probes the
quid pro quo relationship between government and major political donors, particularly
lobbyists, corporations, and political action
committees (PACs). What Ennis discovers is
that the return on donations is substantial,
coming in the form of government handouts, reduced taxes, deregulation, access,
and policy influence. This path to success
for deep-pocketed donors ultimately leads
in one direction: the monopolization of the
democratic system in order to pursue selfish
agendas at the expense of ordinary people
who will never have that kind of reach.
Interviewing Robert Reich, Noam Chomsky,
Jack Abramoff, Lawrence Lessig, and others, Ennis explores a host of related issues,
including the Supreme Court’s controversial
Citizens United decision (some lesser-known
background is also revealed here about Chief
Justice John Roberts’s role in essentially developing that case); the history of the Powell
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Editor’s Note: Starting with this issue,
reviews will have a “DRA” designation in
the header information when digital rights
are available. For more, check out the “Final
Frame” editorial on page 98.
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Memo, which was a 1971 treatise written by
Supreme Court Justice Lewis F. Powell that
became a blueprint for strengthening the
corporate agenda in American life; and the
role of the American Legislative Exchange
Council in writing conservative, one-sizefits-all legislation at both the state and federal
level. Ennis devotes considerable time to the
swing state of Ohio, which serves as a constant example of a failing campaign process,
as progressives try to run for office without
taking money from PACs or other large
sources, but are inevitably outspent and easily
defeated. Pay 2 Play also takes a look at streetlevel populist activists who are protesting the
direction that American democracy is taking.
By film’s end, Ennis concludes that simply
making your voice heard helps to reduce the
sense of powerlessness that people feel about
their inabilities to change the system. Also
including bonus featurettes, this is a provocative documentary about how our democracy
is currently being undermined by special
business interests with deep pockets. Highly
recommended. Aud: C, P. (T. Keogh)
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From the world renowned Tai Chi Foundation.
Water, Wood, Fire, Earth and Metal form the cycles of
life and health. Each element is clearly explained and
demonstrated in inspiring, beautifully filmed natural
environments by master teachers and Tai Chi Legacy
Holders. Hosted by Pat Gorman M.Ac. with practi
practitioners of Chinese Medicine in the 5 Element Worsley
Tradition. 2 hrs 24 mins. $19.98 SRP. TMR-DV-120 /
UPC: 826262012090. National release date: 11/11/14

ALSO AVAILABLE
Tai Chi:

Qi Gong:

UPC #
826262007690
$14.98 SRP

UPC #
826262007799
$19.98 SRP

Discover The
Ancient Art

Discover The
Ancient Art

1.78:1
WIDESCREEN

HHHHH “...the modern Mr. Rogers” – EXAMINER
“RECOMMENDED… sure to inspire creativity in
children of elementary school age and beyond”
– VIDEO LIBRARIAN

The critically-acclaimed,
nationally broadcast,
multi-award winning series
completes with two new
DVD’s that teach kids of
all ages how to draw while
also taking them on educational journeys to fun
and exciting destinations.

NEW
3 de
o
episecial
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Take Flight /
As the Wheels Turns /
Fire Station
Kids learn all about
transportation and
how to draw plane,
helicopter, futuristic
car, fire truck and
more!

NEW

Let’s Go to the Zoo / Zoo Stories
Two visits to Zoo
New England’s Stone
Zoo teach about
animal life and how
to draw such friends
as a bear, a flamingo,
a jaguar and more!

SHL-DV-122
826262012298
90 mins / color / CC
14.98 SRP Avail 12/2/14

AVA I L A B L E

NOW

/

COLLECT

T H EM

SHL-DV-121
826262012199
60 mins / color / CC
14.98 SRP Avail 12/2/14

A LL

shelterisland.net

2013 Emmy® Nominee

A Day with the Dinosaurs / Reach for the Stars
UPC 826262008499

Happy Tails / We All Scream for Ice Cream
UPC 826262008598

Good to Grow / Life on the Farm
826262010294

Something Fishy / Day at the Aquarium
826262010195

TDC Entertainment offers a broad range of critically acclaimed films across a wide spectrum of subjects pertinent to today’s world.
shelterisland.net

intelligent inspiration
THE HIGH STAKES OF REAL WORLD MONOPOLY
“PAY 2 PLAY lays out a compelling case against corporate
personhood and money as free speech.” — L.A. Times
If our political system is like a game of Monopoly, how can
outsiders have a voice when only money speaks? John Ennis
documents comical corruption, follows political newcomers,
and uncovers intrigue in this colorful journey that connects the
dots of Big Money in our ever-challenging election process.
Driven to make the world better for his newborn daughter,
Ennis looks for ways outsiders can lead when our country is
run by insiders and pay-to-play politics. He journeys through
high drama on the Ohio campaign trail, uncovers the secret
history of America’s past time, and explores the underworld of
L.A. street art on a humorous odyssey that reveals how much of
a difference one person can make. From billionaires meeting
in secret to citizens taking to the streets, PAY 2 PLAY follows the
money in this portrait of People Power rising.
• Theatrical Release Sept/Oct 2014: New York, Los Angeles, Washington,
DC, Columbus, OH + more TBA
• Dedicated Theatrical Publicist + Specialty Home Video Publicist organizing
national media tour
• Film Festival run including American Documentary Film Festival (2013);
Global Peace Film Festival (2014); New Economy Film Festival (2014)
• Multiple partner organizations (see logos below) will promote the film
• Ties into hot button issues including campaign reform and the controversial
Supreme Court decisions Citizens United, McCutcheon and Hobby Lobby
EXTENSIVE BONUS FEATURES INCLUDE:
The Chili Hustle (3:18), Who is Alec Monopoly? (3:55), Free Humanity: The Diamond in the Lotus (3:17),
LydiaEmily the Tattooed Artist Lady (2:40), Teacher: Teaching Peace (2:52)

PAY 2 PLAY: DEMOCRACY’S HIGH STAKES (2014)
TDC-DV-123 / US$19.98 LIST
STREET DATE: DEC. 2, 2014

UPC: 826262012397 / ISBN: 978-1-939517-32-6
NTSC / REGION 0 / File Under: Documentary (Other)
Color/88 Mins + 13 Mins Extras

Visit WWW.TDCENT.COM or order from your favorite source. For Non-Theatrical/Institutional PPR, contact Dan Gurlitz (dan@disinfo.com)
ORDER FROM

DISTRIBUTED BY

Video Newsbriefs
NEW!

“The Merv Griffin Show”
Celebrity-Packed Anthology
Arrives November 4 from MPI

Education Fever in Korea

Award-winning Education Fever in
Korea documents a day in the life
of a high school student preparing
for the once-a-year Korean college
entrance exam. 25 min. Closedcaptioned. PPR
Topics: Education policy, Test
culture, Korean culture, Social
Studies, Area Studies, andTeacher Education.
V1912 978-1-604-80163-7 DVD $149.99

NEW

Worlds Together
All new Worlds Together Cuba, Ecuador
and Colombia in Spanish and English
celebrates culture, history, food, geography
and people. Great for National Hispanic
Heritage Month! Closed-captioned. Free
Teacher’s Guide. 25 min. Ages 10+.
$29.95 each
V3212 Colombia 978-1-60480-156-9
V3213 Cuba
978-1-60480-157-6
V3214 Ecuador
978-1-60480-158-3
V3215 Tibet
978-1-60480-108-8
V3202 Ethiopia
978-1-60480-106-4
V3203 East Africa 978-1-60480-107-1
V3201 West Africa 978-1-60480-105-7
www.worldstogether.com

1-800-765-5885

www.master-comm.com
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Covering 24 years worth of star-studded entertainment and provocative
in-depth interviews, MPI Home Video
and Reelin’ in the Years Productions will
release The Merv Griffin Show: 1962-1986
(DVD: 12 discs, $129.98) on November
4. In the pantheon of great American
talk-show hosts stands the charming and
intelligent Merv Griffin, who became
one of the most beloved TV personalities
of his time, thanks to his long-running,
10-time Emmy-winning daily talk show.
This set containing 44 classic episodes
(newly transferred from recently discovered master tapes) features more than
200 guests from the worlds of entertainment, politics, music, sports, literature,
and art. Viewers will be entertained by
Mel Brooks, Lucille Ball, and Aretha
Franklin; enlightened by Salvador Dali,
Dr. Timothy Leary, and Maya Angelou;
and inspired by Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., Rosa Parks, and Sen. Robert F. Kennedy. Among the film and TV legends
interviewed by Griffin here are John
Wayne, Bette Davis, Laurence Olivier,
Ingrid Bergman, Jayne Mansfield, Jane
Fonda, and in a final interview, Orson
Welles (who died just a few hours after
the show). Comedy greats include George
Carlin, Richard Pryor, Jerry Lewis, Joan
Rivers, Steve Martin, Moms Mabley, Bill
Cosby, Redd Foxx, Carol Burnett, and
Woody Allen. Among the collection’s 50
great musical moments is a 1972 tribute
to Stax Records hosted by soul legend
Isaac Hayes, 17-year-old Stevie Wonder
singing “I Was Made to Love Her,” Merle
Haggard performing at San Quentin
Prison in 1971, and 19-year-old Whitney Houston in her national TV debut
in 1983. Extras include seven hours of
bonus interviews, vintage promos, and
a 52-page booklet with notes, exclusive
photos, memorabilia, and a foreword by
Dick Cavett.

Criterion’s December Slate
Includes “The Night Porter,”
“Safe,” and “Time Bandits”
The Criterion Collection’s December
releases lead off on December 9 with
new and expanded Blu-ray and DVD editions of Liliana Cavani’s controversial
1974 twisted romance The Night Porter
(DVD: 2 discs, $29.95; Blu-ray: $39.95),
which follows a concentration camp
survivor (Charlotte Rampling) who
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discovers that her
for me r tor t u re r
a nd lover ( D i rk
Bogarde) is working as a porter in
postwar Vienna.
Also slated for December 9 is Todd
Haynes’s revelatory 1995 drama
Safe (DVD: 2 discs, $29.95; Blu-ray:
$39.95), featuring Julianne Moore in
an unforgettable performance as a
Southern California housewife stricken
with a mysterious illness. Also arriving
December 9 is Terry Gilliam’s delightful 1981 fantasy classic Time Bandits
(DVD: 2 discs, $29.95; Blu-ray: $39.95), a
skewed time-travel saga following a boy
(Craig Warnock) who joins a band of
time-traveling dwarves, featuring Ralph
Richardson, Sean Connery, and Shelley
Duvall. And on December 16, Criterion
will release five films by Japanese filmmaker Keisuke Kinoshita in the latest
addition to the extra-less Eclipse series,
Kinoshita and World War II (DVD: 5 discs,
$69.95), which will include the con-men
crowd-pleaser Port of Flowers (1943), the
rural drama The Living Magoroku (1943),
the Tokyo relocation tale Jubilation Street
(1944), the moving multigenerational
epic Army (1944), and the postwar political backlash story Morning for the Osone
Family (1946).

“Nuclear Nation” Fukushima
Disaster Doc Available Now
from First Run Features
First Run Features has released Japanese filmmaker Atsushi Funahashi’s
Nuclear Nation (DVD: $24.95). On March
11, 2011, a huge tsunami triggered by
an 8.9 magnitude earthquake hit Japan,
crippling the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear
power plant, which released radiation,
turning the residents of Futaba into
“nuclear refugees.” The devastation experienced by the town—dead livestock
left to rot, crops abandoned, homes and
businesses destroyed—was much worse
than anything reported by the newspapers. A year later, many refugees were
still unable to return to contaminated
homes. The sad irony of the disaster occurring in a nation hit by two nuclear
bombs was not lost on the victims, who
here poignantly question their responsibility for striking a Faustian bargain with
nuclear power. Nuclear Nation examines
the tragedy of Fukushima, and asks
whether it could one day occur again on
an even grander scale.
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Exclusive New Releases from BOND/360
“UNDENIABLY CAPTIVATING”

“A TRIUMPH”

“ENGROSSING”

– THE NEW YORK TIMES

– NEWSDAY

– NEW YORK DAILY NEWS

Advanced Style

Documented

fashion photography aging

immigration journalism

Directed by Lina Plioplyte, and based on Ari
Seth Cohen’s blog of the same name, Advanced
Style paints intimate and colorful portraits of
independent, stylish women aged 62 to 95 who
are challenging conventional ideas about beauty
and aging.

In 2011, Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist
Jose Antonio Vargas outed himself as an
undocumented immigrant in the New
York Times Magazine. DOCUMENTED
chronicles his journey to America, his struggle
for immigration reform, and his journey to
reconnect with his mother.

RUN TIME: 72 MINUTES
UPC: 0 91037 50727 3

$24.99 SRP

“A PROVOCATIVE WORK OF ART”
– THE HUFFINGTON POST

RUN TIME: 90 MINUTES
UPC: 0 91037 50710 5

$24.99 SRP

NOW: In The Wings on a
World Stage
theater fine arts Shakespeare
With over 200 performances across 3
continents, Kevin Spacey, Sam Mendes and the
Bridge Project Company reveal some of the
most intimate moments behind their staging of
Shakespeare’s classic tragedy, “Richard III.”
RUN TIME: 93 MINUTES
UPC: 0 91037 50737 2

$24.99 SRP

“AAAA...A MUST-SEE!”
– THE HERALD

About Bond/360

Breastmilk

Desert Runners

parenting health feminism

endurance travel inspiration

BREASTMILK is an unflinchingly
provocative and humorous exploration
into how the next generation gets fed—
simultaneously uncovering the most surprising,
and the most concealed, aspects of what it
means to have milk.

DESERT RUNNERS delves into the mindset
of ultra-athletes as they push their bodies,
hearts, & spirtis to the limit while attempting
to complete a series of ultra-marathons in the
world’s toughest climates.

RUN TIME: 91 MINUTES
UPC: 0 91037 50689 4

$24.99 SRP

RUN TIME: 95 MINUTES
UPC: 7 24101 24919 8

$19.99 SRP

BOND/360 is an innovative
film distribution company that
collaborates with the industry’s
most cutting-edge and forward
thinking filmmakers to release
films that address the most
popular topics in today’s
zeitgeist.
For more information, contact
Elliott Moore:
elliottm@bondinfluence.com
212-354-2135

“A MURDER MYSTERY OF A
DELICIOUSLY TWISTED SORT.”
– Manohla Dargis, The New York Times

Books Into Movies
The following films based on books
are slated to open during November and
December. Movie release dates are subject
to change.

ing stars Benedict Cumberbatch, Keira
Knightley, and Matthew Goode.

Coming in November

Wild (Dec. 5) is based
on Cheryl Strayed’s 2012
memoir Wild: From Lost
to Found on the Pacific
Crest Trail. Directed by
Jean-Marc Vallée, the
biopic stars Reese Witherspoon, Laura Dern,
and Thomas Sadoski.

The Theory of Everything (Nov. 7) is
inspired by Jane Hawking’s 2007 memoir Travelling to Infinity: My Life
with Stephen about her
relationship with her
ex-husband, theoretical
physicist Stephen Hawking. Directed by James Marsh, the film
stars Eddie Redmayne, Felicity Jones,
Emily Watson, and David Thewlis.
The Homesman
(Nov. 14, in limited release) is based on Glendon Swarthout’s same-titled 1988 novel. Directed
by and starring Tommy
Lee Jones, this Western
drama also features Hilary Swank, Meryl Streep,
John Lithgow, and Miranda Otto.
Rosewater (Nov. 14)
is based on Iranian-Canadian journalist Maziar Bahari’s 2011 memoir (written with Aimee
Molloy) Then They Came
for Me: A Family’s Story
of Love, Captivity, and
Survival. Directed by
funnyman Jon Stewart, the drama stars
Gael García Bernal as Bahari.
The Hunger Games:
Mock ing jay, Par t 1
(Nov. 21) is based on the
2010 third and final book
in Suzanne Collins’s YA
sci-fi trilogy. Directed by
Francis Lawrence, this
post-apocalyptic thriller
stars Jennifer Lawrence,
Josh Hutcherson, Liam Hemsworth, and
Woody Harrelson.

NOW AVAILABLE ON

BLU-RAY, DVD AND VOD

doppelganger releasing.com
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The Imitation Game
(Nov. 21) is an adaptation of Andrew Hodges’
1983 biography Alan Turing: The Enigma. Directed
by Morten Tyldum, this
historical drama about
the life of pioneering
computer scientist Tur-
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Coming in December

T he H o b b it : T he
Desolation of Smaug
(Dec. 17) is the third
and final film in director
Peter Jackson’s adaptation of J.R.R. Tolkien’s
1937 fantasy novel The
Hobbit, set in the realm
of Middle-earth, and
starring Martin Freeman, Ian McKellen,
and Benedict Cumberbatch.
Unbroken (Dec. 25) is
based on Laura Hillenbrand’s acclaimed 2010
nonfiction book Unbroken: A World War II Story
of Survival, Resilience, and
Redemption, on the life of
former Olympian and
POW Louis Zamperini.
Directed by Angelina Jolie, the film stars
Jack O’Connell as Zamperini.

Looking Ahead
Coming in January
is Inherent Vice, an
adaptation of Thomas
Pynchon’s 2009 detective novel. Directed by
Paul Thomas A nderson, the crime comedy
features a star-studded
cast including Joaquin
Phoenix, Reese Witherspoon, Benicio Del Toro, Jena Malone, and Josh
Brolin.
Slated for February is
Fifty Shades of Grey,
based on the 2011 first
novel in author E.L.
James’s popular erotic
roma nce se r ies. D irected by Sam TaylorJohnson, the film stars
Dakota Johnson and
Jamie Dornan.

N O V E M B E R / D E C E M B E R
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Mixed Media
Mixed Media features new release
information on upcoming video
games and TV series on DVD/Blu-ray,
as well as notable older titles that are
re-priced or new to DVD/Blu-ray.

Video Games
Note: Entertainment Software Ratings
Board (ESRB) ratings for video games are: E
(Everyone), E10+ (Everyone 10+), T (Teen),
M (Mature), and RP (Rating Pending).
Some titles are not rated until just prior
to release date.

Available Now
Bayonetta 2 (Nintendo, WiiU: $59.99, Rated:
M). In this third-person
action-adventure sequel,
players take on the role of
Bayonetta, a gun-wielding witch with superpowers (including the ability
to morph into a panther) who navigates a
story characterized by outrageous action
and fast-paced, dynamic combat.
F1 2014 (Codemasters, PS3/X360:
$49.99, Rated: E). In this racing simulation game, players will experience the
2014 Formula One season—with the most
seismic rule changes in the sport’s 60-year
history—which included the introduction
of turbochargers to the cars, changing
overall strategy.

November 2—November 8
Akiba’s Trip: Undead & Undressed
(XSEED, PS4: $49.99, Rated: M). In this
open-world action-RPG, players undertake
numerous missions to identify vampires
called “Synthesizers” with the help of an
in-game smartphone app, and then engage
them in battle to, uh, strip their clothes
off so their bodies will be fully exposed
to sunlight.
Ca ll of Dut y: Advanced Warfare (Activision, PS3/PS4/X360/
XOne: $59.99, Rated: M).
In this latest entry to
the popular first-person
shooter franchise, players
will witness the powerful battlegrounds of
the future, where technology and tactics
have evolved to usher in a new era of
combat for both a single-player campaign
(featuring Kevin Spacey) and multiplayer
action.

V I D E O
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Rabbids Invasion (UbiSoft, PS4/X360/
XOne: $29.99-$39.99, Rated: E10+). Based
on the hit Nickelodeon show, this game
employs the Xbox 360 and Xbox One’s
Kinect and the PS4’s camera to present
over 20 interactive TV episodes featuring
400-plus activities, including full-motion
mini-games.
The Wolf Among Us (Telltale Games,
PS3/PS4/X360/XOne: $29.99, Rated: M).
This five-episode point-and-click adventure game based on the award-winning
comic book series Fables is an often violent,
hardboiled thriller in which the characters
and creatures of myth, lore, and legend
exist in our world.

November 9—November 15
A s s a s s i n’s C r e e d :
Rogue (UbiSoft, PS3/
X360: $59.99, Rated: M).
In this third-person adventure game, players
will step into the role
of Shay Patrick Cormac,
whose slow transformation from Assassin to Templar takes him
from New York City to the icy cold waters
of the North Atlantic.
Assassin’s Creed: Unity (UbiSoft, PS4/
XOne: $59.99, Rated: M). This third-person
adventure game in the long-running franchise is set in 1789 Paris, as players control
Arno, a young assassin who embarks on an
extraordinary journey to expose the true
powers behind the French Revolution.
H a lo: T he M a ste r
Chief Collection (Microsoft, XOne: $59.99,
Rated: M). In this comprehensive collection of
one of the most popular
video game franchises of
all time, players will be able to follow the
beloved character of Master Chief through
Halo, Halo 2, Halo 3, Halo 4, and the digital
series Halo: Nightfall.
LEGO Batman 3: Beyond Gotham
(Warner, PS3/PS4/WiiU/X360/XOne:
$49.99-$59.99, Rated: E10+). In the latest
installment of the popular LEGO thirdperson adventure game series, the Caped
Crusader joins forces with the superheroes
of the DC Comics universe and blasts off to
outer space to stop the evil Brainiac from
destroying Earth.
Pro Evolution Soccer 2015 (Konami,
PS3/PS4/X360/XOne: $59.99, Rated: E).
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This latest edition from the popular soccer simulation series will feature all-new
modes and numerous upgrades from
previous versions.
Tropico 5 (Kalypso, X360: $39.99, Rated:
T). In this strategy simulation sequel,
players once again find themselves on the
remote island of Tropico in the role of El
Presidente during a multigenerational tale
that spans the 19th-21st centuries, as the
nation’s leaders struggle to stay in power
during both World Wars, the Great Depression, the Cold War, and more.

November 16—November 22
Dragon Age: Inquisition (EA, PS3/PS4/X360/
XOne: $59.99, Rated: M).
In this third installment
of the popular third-person action-RPG series,
players will undertake a
perilous journey of discovery through the
Dragon Age.
Escape Dead Island (Deep Silver, PS3/
X360: $39.99, Rated: M). In this thirdperson action-adventure game sequel,
players explore the origins of a deadly virus
through the eyes of would-be documentarian Cliff Calo, who will switch between
fighting and stealth in a shifting world
brought to life with edgy, vibrant, and
often darkly comic visuals.
Far Cry 4 (UbiSoft,
PS3/PS4/X360/XOne:
$59.99, Rated: M). Hidden
in the towering Himalayas lies Kyrat, a country
steeped in tradition and
violence, where players
will step into the role of
Ajay Ghale in this first-person shooter, as
he finds himself caught up in a civil war to
overthrow the oppressive regime of dictator
Pagan Min.
Grand Theft Auto V (Rockstar, PS4/
XOne: $59.99, Rated: M). In this thirdperson action game, players step into the
shoes of ethically-challenged protagonists
Michael, Franklin, and Trevor, who operate in Los Santos: a sprawling sun-soaked
metropolis full of self-help gurus, starlets,
and fading celebrities.
Little Big Planet 3 (Sony, PS3/PS4:
$59.99, Rated: E). In this third installment
of the incredibly creative third-person
action-adventure game, Sackboy is joined
by three all-new characters with special
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The ultimate online video
resource for libraries
24,000+
individual streams
and DVDs

available at
www.academicvideostore.com

40+

expert-curated
video databases

in business, history, engineering,
health sciences, and more

40,000+

film choices for curating your own
collection
using our flexible evidence-driven
acquisition program

Alexander Street Press
See the amazing things video
can do for your library at

www.alexanderstreet.com.

abilities that will help players to explore
every corner of the Imagisphere, meet the
inhabitants of the mysterious planet Bunkum, and face the nefarious Newton.
Super Smash Bros.
(Nintendo, WiiU: $59.99,
Rated: E10+). In the latest
edition of the popular
fighting game, players
can battle as Mario, Mega
Man, Sonic, and other
gaming g reats across
beautifully designed stages inspired by classic Nintendo games.

November 30—December 6

The Big Valley: The Final Season
(Shout! Factory, DVD: 6 discs, $34.99).
Barbara Stanwyck stars in her Emmy-winning role as ranch-running matriarch
Victoria Barkley in this 1968-69 fourth
and final season of the popular Western
drama series.
Homeland: The Complete Third Season (Fox, DVD: 4 discs, $39.98; Blu-ray: 3
discs, $49.99). CIA agent turned civilian
Carrie (Claire Danes) tries to get to the
bottom of the headquarters bombing in
this 2013 third season set from the political
drama thriller series.

Captain Toad: Treasure Tracker (Nintendo, WiiU: $39.99, Rated: E). Originally
featured as a mini-game in Super Mario 3D
World, Captain Toad sets off on his own
third-person adventure here through a
wide variety of tricky, enemy-infested,
maze-like stages to find hidden gems and
nab elusive gold stars.

Mad Men: The Final
Season, Part 1 (Lionsgate,
DVD: 3 discs, $39.98; Bluray: 2 discs, $39.98). This
first set of episodes from
the 2014-15 seventh and
final season continues to
follow the professional
and personal life of talented ad man Don
Draper (Jon Hamm).

The Crew (Ubisoft, PS3/PS4/X360/
XOne: $59.99, Rated: T). This racing game
takes players on a relentless ride throughout the United States, letting them jump in
and out of a massive network of fellow drivers while building a crew to take on heartstopping missions all across America.

Pee-Wee’s Playhouse: The Complete
Series (Shout! Factory, Blu-ray: 8 discs,
$149.99). Paul Reubens’ iconic man-child
character and his eclectic friends are showcased in this new-to-Blu-ray compilation of
the entire 1986-90 musical family comedy
series, plus the Christmas special.

NES Remix Pack (Nintendo, WiiU:
$29.99, Rated: E). Featuring gameplay
from over 25 classic Nintendo games—including Super Mario Bros., Excitebike, and
Donkey Kong—players face an onslaught of
rapid-fire challenges and mash-ups in this
nostalgic remix.

Silent Witness: The
Complete Season One
( BB C , DV D: 2 d i s c s,
$34.98). Produced by the
BBC, this 1996 first season of the long-running
forensic pathology series
stars Amanda Burton as
a Cambridge professor with a knack for
discovering the truth.

Project CARS (Bandai Namco, PS4/
XOne: $59.99, Rated: RP). This racing game
allows players to create a driver, pick from a
variety of motorsports, and shift into high
gear to chase a number of historic goals and
enter the Hall of Fame.

TV on DVD/Blu-ray
Available Now
Annie Oakley: The
Complete Series (VCI,
DVD: 11 discs, $99.99).
Gail Davis stars as the
titular sharpshooting
legend in this 1954-57
Western anthology series
executive produced by
Gene Autry and featuring guest stars Fess
Parker, Slim Pickens, and Denver Pyle.
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The Soul Man: The Complete Second
Season (Shout! Factory, DVD: 2 discs,
$19.98). A Las Vegas R&B star turned St.
Louis preacher (Cedric the Entertainer) adjusts to his new life in this 2013 sophomore
season of the TV Land sitcom that includes
guest appearances by Jamie Kennedy and
Kim Wayans.
State Trooper: The Complete Series
(Shout! Factory, DVD: 11 discs, $39.99).
Based on real-life NV State Police cases,
this 1956-59 series starring Rod Cameron
includes guest appearances by Jack Albertson, Angie Dickinson, Michael Landon,
and Lee Van Cleef.
Vera: Set 4 (Acorn, DVD: 4 discs, $59.99).
Messy detective Vera Stanhope (Brenda
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Blethyn) continues to clean up on crimes
in this 2014 fourth collection that includes
“On Harbour Street,” “Protected,” “The
Deer Hunters,” and “Death of a Family
Man.”
Vikings: The Complete Second Season
( F ox , DV D : 3 d i s c s ,
$39.98; Blu-ray: 3 discs,
$49.99). Produced by the
History Channel, this
2014 sophomore season
of the Irish historical series stars Travis Fimmel, Katheryn Winnick, and Clive Standen.
WKRP in Cincinnati: The Complete
Series (Shout! Factory, DVD: 13 discs,
$139.99). Starring Howard Hesseman,
Gordon Jump, Tim Reid, and Loni Anderson, this sitcom set at a struggling Ohio
radio station includes the complete run of
episodes from 1978-82.
Zane Grey Theatre: The Complete Second Season (Shout! Factory, DVD: 4 discs,
$29.95). Based on novels and stories by
adventure author Zane Grey, this 1957-58
sophomore season of the Western anthology series narrated by Dick Powell features
Robert Ryan, Cloris Leachman, Ida Lupino,
Richard Farnsworth, and Robert Culp.

November 4
H i l l St r e e t Blue s:
Season Three (Shout!
Factory, DVD: 5 discs,
$34.95). This 1982-83
third season of the acclaimed police drama
stars Daniel J. Travanti,
Veronica Hamel, Michael
Conrad, and Betty Thomas.
Hot in Cleveland: Season Five (Paramount, DVD: 3 discs, $29.98). Betty White,
Valerie Bertinelli, Wendie Malick, and Jane
Leeves star in this 2014 fifth season of the
TV Land original series.
Impractical Jokers: The Complete
Second Season (Warner, DVD: 3 discs,
$24.98). Best buddies and Tenderloins
troupe members Q, Sal, Joe, and Murr
continue their escapades in this 2012-13
second season of the truTV-aired practical
joke reality series.
Law & Order: The Fifteenth Year
2004-2005 Season (Universal, DVD: 5
discs, $39.98). This 15th season of Dick
Wolf’s long-running drama series includes
guest appearances by former NYC mayor
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Michael Bloomberg and Chris Sarandon.
Also newly available is Law & Order: The
Sixteenth Year 2005-2006 Season and
Law and Order: The Seventeenth Year
2006-2007 Season.
The Newsroom: The
Complete Second Season (HBO, DVD: 3 discs,
$59.99; Blu-ray: 3 discs,
$79.98). The professional
and personal lives of staff
at the ACN Network are
the focus of this 2013
sophomore season of the HBO-aired Aaron
Sorkin series starring Jeff Daniels, Emily
Mortimer, and Alison Pill.
Poirot: Series 13 (Acorn, DVD: 3 discs,
$59.99; Blu-ray: 3 discs, $59.99). Agatha
Christie’s debonair detective Hercule
Poirot (David Suchet) is back in this collection of the last five episodes: “The Big
Four,” “Elephants Can Remember,” “Dead
Man’s Folly,” “The Labours of Hercules,”
and “Curtain: Poirot’s Last Case.” Also
newly available is Poirot: The Final Cases
Collection.
Sgt. Bilko—The Phil Silvers Show: The
Complete Series (Shout! Factory, DVD:
20 discs, $129.99). Sgt. Ernie Bilko tries to
scheme against his comrades at Kansas’s Ft.
Baxter Army Post in this collection from
the 1955-59 Emmy-winning series.
Touch: The Complete Second Season
(Olive, DVD: 3 discs, $39.95). In this 2013
second season, former reporter Martin
(Kiefer Sutherland) heads to the West Coast
in order to garner more information about
a mysterious conspiracy.

November 11
Batman: The Complete Television Series
(Warner, DVD: 18 discs,
$199.95; Blu-ray: 13 discs,
$269.98). DC Comics superhero Batman (Adam
West) saves the day in Gotham City in this 1966-68
series that features Burgess Meredith, Cesar
Romero, Frank Gorshin, and Julie Newmar,
all playing various supervillains.
Dads: The Complete Series (Olive,
DVD: 2 discs, $34.99). Seth Green and
Giovanni Ribisi star as childhood pals
turned adult video-game developers who
often cross paths with their fathers (Martin Mull, Peter Riegert) in this short-lived
2013-14 series.
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Getting On: The Complete First Season (HBO, DVD: $29.98, Blu-ray: $39.98).
Based on an earlier British show, this 2013
debut season of the comedy series set at
a women’s geriatric ward of a California
hospital stars Laurie Metcalf, Alex Borstein,
and Niecy Nash.

Inspector Lewis: Series 7 (PBS, DVD:
$29.99, Blu-ray: $34.99). This 2013 seventh
season of the Inspector Morse spin-off series
starring Kevin Whately and Laurence Fox
includes the episodes “Entry Wounds,”
“The Lions of Nemea,” and “Beyond Good
and Evil.”

Last of the Summer Wine: Vintage
2002 (BBC, DVD: 2 discs, $34.98). Keith
Clifford, Peter Sallis, and Frank Thornton
star as a wacky elderly trio in this 2002
23rd season of the long-running comedy
series.

December 2

Quincy: Season 7 (Shout! Factory, DVD:
6 discs, $39.98). Crime-fighting coroner
M.E. Quincy (Jack Klugman) is back in
this penultimate 1981-82 seventh season
of the medical drama series.
True Blood: The Complete Seventh Season
( HBO, DV D: 5 d iscs,
$59.99; Blu-ray: 4 discs,
$79.98). The end arrives
with this 2014 seventh
and final season of the
supernatural series based
on the books by Charlaine Harris, starring
Anna Paquin, Stephen Moyer, and Sam
Trammell.

November 18
The Paradise: Season
Two (BBC, DVD: 3 discs,
$39.98; Blu-ray: 2 discs,
$44.98). Set a year after
the events from last season, this 2013 second
season of the costume
drama stars Emun Elliott,
Joanna Vanderham, Elaine Cassidy, and
Sarah Lancashire.

November 25
Better Off Ted: The Complete Second
Season (Olive, DVD: 2 discs, $34.95). This
2009-10 second season of the satirical
office comedy centers around a morally
conscious man (Jay Harrington) and his
wacky co-workers (including Portia de
Rossi and Andrea Anders).
Drunk History: Seasons 1 & 2 (Paramount, DVD: 3 discs, $29.99). Aired on
Comedy Central and based on the Funny
or Die web series, this compilation from the
2013-14 first and second seasons featuring
drunks talking about history includes appearances by Jack Black, Crispin Glover,
Jim Carrey, and Terry Crews.
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Broad City: Season 1
(Paramount, DVD: 2 discs,
$26.98). Ilana Glazer and
Abbi Jacobson star as best
buddies living in NYC in
this 2014 first season of
the Comedy Central series, which features guest
stars including Amy Poehler, Amy Sedaris,
and Janeane Garofalo.
Gunsmoke: The Eleventh Season, Volume 1 (Paramount, DVD: 4 discs, $49.99).
Dodge City lawman Marshal Matt Dillon
(James Arness) continues to protect the
townspeople in this first volume from the
1965-66 11th season of the Western action
series. Also newly available is Gunsmoke:
The Eleventh Season, Volume 2.
Happy Days: The Sixth Season (Paramount, DVD: 4 discs, $39.98). This 1978-79
sixth season of the classic sitcom stars Ron
Howard, Henry Winkler, Tom Bosley, and
Erin Moran.
The Simpsons: The
Seventeent h Sea son
(Fox, DVD: 4 discs, $49.99,
Blu-ray: 3 discs, $59.99).
Sideshow Bob (voiced by
Kelsey Grammer) graces
the cover of this 2005-06
17th season of the longrunning animated series, featuring guest
voices by Alec Baldwin, Michael York,
Melanie Griffith, and Mandy Moore.
Star Trek—The Next Generation: Season Seven (Paramount, Blu-ray: 6 discs,
$129.99). Newly available on high-definition Blu-ray, this compilation features
the final 1993-94 seventh season of Gene
Roddenberry’s contemporary cult classic
sci-fi series. Also newly available separately
is the two-part series finale Star Trek—The
Next Generation: All Good Things.

December 9
Barney Miller: The Complete Sixth
Season (Shout! Factory, DVD: 3 discs,
$24.98). Plainspoken cop Captain Barney
Miller (Hal Linden) is back in this 1979-80
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“THE GREATER GOOD may be the most important vaccine film ever made. Finally, we hear the stories
of families adversely affected by vaccines told in a compelling and compassionate way. Using film as a
medium for social change, THE GREATER GOOD informs, educates and calls to action. It is documentary
film at its finest.” - Peggy O’Mara, Founder, Mothering Magazine

The Greater Good looks behind the fear,
hype and politics that have polarized the
vaccine debate in America today. The
film re-frames the emotionally charged
issue and offers, for the first time, the
opportunity for a rational and scientific
discussion on how to create a safer and
more effective vaccine program.
LENGTH: 84 Minutes • MRSP: $24.95
CATALOG# 20568 • UPC#6-4603205689-1
PRICE WITH PPR: $295 * PRICE WITH DSL: $495
PRICE WITH PPR AND DSL: $595

“The Greater Good is a fascinating exploration of how vaccines
are produced and regulated.”- Liz Tramer, Dallas Morning News

Celebrating our 25th anniversary
AVAILABLE FROM ALL MAJOR DISTRIBUTORS
www.janson.com • info@janson.com
Become a fan on Facebook
www.facebook.com/jansonmedia

View trailers online:

www.janson.com
www.youtube.com/jansonmedia

sixth season of the comedy series, also
starring Max Gail and Ron Glass.
Hart to Hart: The Complete Third
Season (Shout! Factory, DVD: 6 discs,
$39.98). Starring Robert Wagner and
Stefanie Powers, this 1981-82 third season of the Aaron Spelling mystery series
continues to follow a husband-and-wife
sleuthing team.
The Jeffersons: The
Complete Series—The
D e e e - lu xe E d it io n
(Shout! Factory, DVD:
33 discs, $229.99). Developed by Nor man
Lear, this classic sitcom
airing from 1975- 85
documented the side-splitting exploits
of dry cleaning entrepreneur George
(Sherman Hemsley) and his wife Louise
(Emmy-winner Isabel Sanford), who
moved from the working-class section
of Queens to a luxury apartment in
Manhattan.
Kroll Show: Seasons One and Two
(Paramount, DVD: 3 discs, $24.99).
Comedian Nick Kroll is spotlighted in
this collection from the 2013-14 first
and second seasons of his sketch comedy series, featuring guest appearances
by Zach Galifianakis, J.B. Smoove, and
Katy Perry.

students, this 1962-63 fourth and final
season features guest stars including Mel
Blanc and Barbara Bain.

December 23
Cont inuum: Season
Three (Universal, DVD:
3 discs, $44.98; Blu-ray: 3
discs, $59.98). Futuristic
cop Kiera Cameron (Rachel Nichols) works with
the contemporary Vancouver police in this 2014
final season of the Syfy-aired Canadian
thriller series.
Dominion: Season One (Universal,
DVD: 2 discs, $44.98; Blu-ray: 2 discs,
$59.98). Survivors hope for a Chosen One
in a battle between Heaven and Hell in
this 2014 debut season of the supernatural
apocalyptic Syfy series starring Christopher
Egan, Tom Wisdom, and Roxanne McKee.
Intruders: Season One (BBC, DVD: 3
discs, $29.98; Blu-ray: 2 discs, $34.98).
Aired stateside on BBC America, this 2014
paranormal secret society drama series
stars John Simm, Mira Sorvino, and James
Frain.

December 30

Mork & Mindy: The Fourth Season
(Paramount, DVD: 4 discs, $44.99).
Mindy (Pam Dawber) continues to teach
alien Mork (Robin Williams) about life
on Earth in this 1981-82 fourth and final
season of the silly sitcom series, featuring Jonathan Winters as the couple’s
hybrid son. Also newly available is Mork
& Mindy: The Complete Series.

Shameless: The Complete Four th Season
(Warner, DVD: 3 discs,
$39.98; Blu-ray: 5 discs,
$49.99). The Gallaghers
await the medical results
for alcoholic patriarch
Frank (William H. Macy)
in this 2014 fourth season
that also stars Emmy Rossum and Cameron
Monaghan.

December 16

Looking Ahead

Extant: The First
Season (Paramount,
DVD: 4 discs, $59.99;
Blu-ray: 4 discs, $69.99).
A n astronaut (Halle
Berry) re-adjusts to life
back home—including
pregnancy after a yearlong solo mission—in this 2014 first
season of the dramatic series, executive
produced by Steven Spielberg.

Slated for January is the fifth season of
Downton Abbey and the eighth season
of NYPD Blue. Slated for February is the
fourth season of Game of Thrones.

The Many Loves of Dobie Gillis: The
Final Season (Shout! Factory, DVD: 5
discs, $29.95). Starring Dwayne Hickman and Bob Denver as wacky college
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Re-priced or New to DVD/Blu-ray
Auf Wiedersehen: ‘Til We Meet Again
(SISU, DVD: $24.95). Filmmaker Linda G.
Mills links her son’s experience of witnessing the destruction of the World Trade
Center with the forced exile of her Jewish
mother from Vienna in 1939 in this 2011
documentary (VL Online-2/12 HH1/2). Also
newly available are Children Without a
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Shadow, Eyes Wide Open, The Hilltops
(VL Online-10/12 HH1/2), I Was There
in Color, Jews of Iran, and Who Killed
Walter Benjamin….
Growing Cities (First Run, DVD:
$24.95). In this informative and inspiring 2013 documentary (VL-7/14 HHH),
filmmakers Dan Susman and Andrew
Monbouquette talk with enthusiastic
urban farmers who have backyard
produce gardens and intensely farmed
small lots. Bonus features include additional shorts.
Truth in Numbers? Everything, According to Wikipedia (Kino Lorber,
DVD: $29.95). Filmmakers Scott Glosserman and Nic Hill look at the phenomenon of the worldwide collaborative
online encyclopedia Wikipedia in this
thought-provoking 2010 documentary
(VL-1/12 HHH). Also newly available are
Free the Mind (VL-7/14 HHH) and Who
is Dayani Cristal? (VL-7/14 HHH).
The Visual Dictionary of Ballet for Children (Kultur, DVD: 2
discs, $29.99). Designed
for the beginner ballet student, this 2005
inst r uc t iona l ser ies
features terminology,
basic technique, movements, and steps.
Also newly available are Great British
Authors, Great British Poets, In the
Footsteps of the Composers Collection,
and Lives of the Artists Collection.
The War Zone Centennial Anniversary Series: The First World War—The
War to End All Wars (Eagle Rock, DVD:
5 discs, $29.98). Packed in a tin box, this
archival-footage-rich series on WWI
includes “The Great War,” “Mons & Gallipoli,” “The Somme & Verdun,” “Cambrai
& Kaiserschlact,” and “The Red Baron &
German Aircraft of World War One.”
Willia m Sha ke speare: Collector’s Edition (PBS, DVD: 3 discs,
$39.99). This collection
includes the 2010 Great
Performances-aired version of Macbeth (VL Online-3/11 HHH), starring
Patrick Stewart, plus the
four-part 2004 documentary series In
Search of Shakespeare (VL-9/04 HHH1/2),
as well as the complete text of Macbeth,
a selection of Shakespeare memorabilia,
and a booklet.
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The Ride:
A Christmas Eve Parable

The Christmas Collection

It’s Christmas Eve in the suburbs of Chicago and a
bored, disengaged taxi driver reluctantly accepts
one more pickup. The customer asks to be taken
to a local bridge and the cabbie soon begins to
suspect that his passenger is planning to commit
suicide. In an uncharacteristic attempt to help, the
cab driver makes excuses to prolong the ride
while he attempts to connect with and help his
distraught fare. As the night progresses, grace
invades the hearts of both the complacent and the
desolate. Drama, 33 minutes.

Here is a collection of six heartwarming Christmas
films from a bygone era. Silent Night: Story of the
Christmas Carol (1953, 13 min.) — The true story
of how Franz Gruber created the iconic 1818
Christmas carol. Christmas is Magic (1953, 24 min.)
— A war vet with amnesia is taken in by a widow and
her son on Christmas Eve. Star of Bethlehem (1956,
12 min.) — The story of the Nativity with the
silhouette animation style of Lotte Reiniger. Also
includes Three Young Kings (1956, 28 min.), Star of
Bethlehem (1954, 26 min.), and Starlight Night
(1939, 30 min.)

DVD - #501593D, $9.99, UPC 7 27985 01593 4

DVD - #501592D, $14.99, UPC 7 27985 01592 7

In the Footsteps of St. Peter
with David Suchet
Join beloved television actor David Suchet (PBS’s
Poirot series), as he embarks on an epic journey
from Galilee to Rome in search of the Apostle
Peter. In this major two-part documentary series
produced for the BBC, Suchet explores how a
humble fisherman, known for his stubborn and
impetuous personality became a leading figure in
the early church, playing a key role in keeping
the movement from splintering. Documentary,
135 minutes.
DVD - #501580D, $19.99, UPC 7 27985 01580 4

Stagecoach Santa

Savior

The Real Deal

After the loss of the family farm, the Thompsons
head west for a fresh start. Aunt Liz welcomes
John, Mary, and their young son, Tommy, who’s
never known a Christmas without snow. John’s
struggle to provide for his family is bolstered by
the childlike faith of his young son who, despite
his new environment, inspires everyone he meets
to consider the true meaning of Christmas. After a
mysterious stagecoach rider visits in the dark
hours of Christmas Eve, even John must believe
that his troubles are temporary, and miracles do
happen on Christmas. Drama, 60 minutes.

Savior is a contemporary interpretation of the
Christmas story set in modern England. Mary and Joe
are working class twenty-somethings planning their
wedding and trying to make ends meet. Everything
changes when a supernatural visitor announces to
Mary that she will bear the Savior of the world! This
reverent contemporary treatment gives a fresh
perspective on the Christmas story. You will be
laughing one minute and moved to tears the next as
you watch this story translated into present-day
culture. Drama, 49 minutes.

When a shadowy organization calling itself “The
Real Deal” shuts down the country’s satellite
communications systems and replaces the
airwaves with cryptic messages about the state of
the world, a group of Catholic high school
students must decide how to respond. The Real
Deal will engage and challenge teens and young
adults as they articulate their identities, choose
their life’s direction, and explore how to live out
their faith in the real world. Drama, 77 minutes.

DVD - #501595D, $9.99, UPC 7 27985 01595 8

DVD - #501577D, $9.99, UPC 7 27985 01577 4

Vision Video
PO Box 540
Worcester, PA 19490
1-800-523-0226 • 610-584-3500
Fax: 610-584-6643
E-mail: info@visionvideo.com
Web: www.visionvideo.com

DVD - #501609D, $14.99, UPC 7 27985 01609 2

OUR UNCONDITIONAL GUARANTEE:
If, for any reason, a product does not meet your expectations, return
it to us, and we will exchange it or give you a refund. All DVDs are
guaranteed against any defects. Available from Baker and Taylor,
Midwest Tape, or directly from Vision Video.

Video Movies
This section features reviews of current and
classic studio, independent, and foreign feature
films. Each review includes pricing information,
as well as running time, rating, subtitling information, and street dates for yet-to-be-released
titles. Most titles reviewed here are widely
available through most distributors.

HHHH= Excellent
HHH= Good
HH= Fair
H= Poor

Current Films
Around the Block HH1/2
Cinedigm, 104 min., not rated,
DVD: $19.98

Writer-director Sarah
Spillane’s Around the Block is
an ambitious film set in the
downtrodden, strife-torn
Redfern district of Sydney
that deals with Aboriginal and class issues in
Australia that are rarely publicized internationally. A wan-looking Christina Ricci plays
the bisexual Dino, an idealistic Californian
expat schoolteacher engaged to an uppermiddle-class Australian male bigot. Dino
teaches in a rough school that serves mostly
poor Aboriginal kids, an institution where
most of the teaching staff has given up on trying to inspire students. Dino is determined to
get an unlikely student production of Hamlet
off the ground. Her pet student, Liam (Hunter
Page-Lochard), whom Dino convinces to play
Hamlet, is the product of a typical Redfern
home: his father’s a jailbird, and his brother
is always in trouble with the cops. Liam eventually has to choose between the dangerous
street life or his newfound interest in acting.
Unfortunately, Ricci’s character is half-realized at best: she comes off as more prideful
and self-righteous than compassionate and
caring. Optional. (M. Sandlin)

The Auction HHH1/2

Film Movement, 111 min., in
French w/English subtitles, not
rated, DVD: $24.95

This fine work of subdued
drama (with hints of King
Lear) stars Gabriel Arcand
as Gaby Gagnon, a sheep
farmer in rural Canada. Taciturn to the point
of near-numbness, Gaby’s life has been the
farm he took over after his father died and
his two brothers left to pursue other careers.
Gaby has been divorced for 20 years, his two
daughters long ago having moved to Montreal, leaving him in isolation to eke out a living
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while trying to pay off both a bank loan and
a line of credit. When Gaby’s eldest daughter,
Marie (Lucie Laurier), comes to him in need
of $200,000, Gaby turns to an auction house
and begins the process of dismantling his
life—everything from farm equipment to his
bond with his 10-year-old dog—to downsize
into an isolated, one-bedroom apartment.
Written and directed by Sébastien Pilote, The
Auction boasts a cinematic spaciousness (with
long stretches of dialogue-free farming rituals, and the dreamy sight of sheep running
over pastoral hills), while Sophie Desmarais
is excellent as Gaby’s younger daughter, who
shows up when her father needs her most.
But much of the film’s power plays out on
Arcand’s face, where a lifetime of ambivalence
about Gaby’s career seems to be chiseled in
agony. Highly recommended. (T. Keogh)

Blackbird HHH

Breaking Glass, 104 min., not
rated, DVD: $21.99

Writer- director Jason
Buxton’s feature-film debut
is set in rural Nova Scotia.
While on a deer hunting
trip with his divorced father (Michael Buie), city kid Sean (Connor
Jessup)—who favors black nail polish and
studded leather—records a kill on his cell
phone and impetuously shares the footage
with his classmates, which only gives these
kids another reason to make fun of him.
Following threats and skirmishes, a guidance
counselor encourages Sean to channel his
frustration in a creative manner, so Sean posts
an anonymous story online about a revenge
attack. When authorities trace it to him, Sean
is taken in for questioning. Sean’s friend,
Deanna (Alexia Fast), complicates matters;
sympathetic in private, Deanna is dismissive
when she’s with her popular friends. Before
the trial, Sean ends up in a juvenile facility
where the inmates treat him no better than
he was by the high school hockey players.
Worse, his lawyer encourages him to lie
under oath. During a second stay in juvie,
however, Sean finally finds out what drives
one particular bully (Alex Ozerov). Lacking
support from anyone but his father, Sean
eventually learns to speak up for himself,
opening up the possibility for a better future.
Blackbird starts out like a Lifetime movie of
the week, but eventually takes some unpredictable turns that will surely spur discussion
among teens, adults, and educators who are
concerned about bullying. Recommended.
(K. Fennessy)

A Brony Tale HH1/2

Virgil, 79 min., not rated, DVD: $19.98

The “Brony” phenomenon centers on adult
fans of the animated TV show My Little Pony:
Friendship is Magic. While it might sound a
little creepy on the surface—these fans are
overwhelmingly male, heterosexual, and
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unashamed of their love
of a cartoon about pastelcolored talking horses designed for little girls—this
documentary suggests that
the attraction is not only
harmless but in some ways
even positive and affirming.
Our guide through this world is Canadian
voice actress and singer Ashleigh Ball, who
voices two of the character ponies in the
current incarnation of the series. Director
Brent Hodge, a friend of Ball, sends her on a
roadtrip to meet Brony (i.e., bro + pony) clubs
and fans across the country before attending
BronyCon 2012 in Manhattan, where she’s
a guest of honor (the film winds up being
as much a showcase for Ball—whose band
Hey Ocean! provides the soundtrack—as it
is a study of Brony culture). Spokesmen for
the Bronies make a fine case for themselves
and celebrate the values of the series and its
effect on their own lives, including an Iraq
vet and former artist who was lifted out of
his depression and inspired to draw again
because of his engagement with the show. A
Brony Tale isn’t deep or probing, but it does
offer an interesting look at an unusual social
subculture. Especially for those who don’t
already have the similarly-themed Bronies
(VL-3/14), this is a strong optional purchase.
(S. Axmaker)

Burt’s Buzz HHH

Kino Lorber, 88 min., not rated,
DVD: $19.95

Burt Shavitz—bearded
icon of the Burt’s Bees personal-care products empire—is profiled in this
documentary that was produced by actress/author/filmmaker Isabella
Rosselini and directed by Jody Shapiro. Not
a corporate promo for lip balm or soap, Burt’s
Buzz is a character study of one offbeat American and his uneasy-easygoing acceptance of
fame as a recognizable product label à la Betty
Crocker or Aunt Jemima. Like the slacker hero
“the Dude” in The Big Lebowski, Burt seems
to placidly accept his role, touring Taiwan
in celebrity splendor, but returning home to
his dog in his isolated Maine home (which
boasts a wood-burning fireplace but no TV).
The septuagenarian Shavitz was a promising
New York City photojournalist in the 1960s
before he relocated to Maine and adopted
an austere off-the-grid existence, teaching
himself beekeeping from antique handbooks
and subsisting off his homemade-honey
sales. The real force behind Burt’s Bees was
his former Maine neighbor (and, possibly,
the love-gone-sour of Burt’s life), Roxanne
Quimby, who marketed Burt and his image
until she was able to sell the company in a
fantastically lucrative deal. Although leveraged out of business operations under murky
and scandalous circumstances, Burt is still
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the figurehead, and he displays no (obvious) bitterness over the yuppie millions and
super-rich affluence that he might have had.
Recommended. (C. Cassady)

The Calling HH

Sony, 108 min., R, DVD:
$26.99

Despite its flimsy plot and
low-budget, this wannabe
mystery attracted a solid
cast, headed up by Susan
Sarandon, Ellen Burstyn,
and Donald Sutherland. Set in Fort Dundas,
a small rural town in Ontario, Canada, the
story revolves around divorced Detective
Inspector Hazel Micallef (Sarandon), who
suffers from a herniated disc, among other
maladies. One morning, while Hazel is making her usual rounds, swilling her liquor-laced
coffee, she discovers the corpse of an elderly
woman whose head is nearly severed. Soon
after, a stranger named Simon (Christopher
Heyerdahl) appears in town; an herbalist
healer/religious fanatic, Simon is obviously
a serial killer on the prowl for his next victim—someone who will willingly drink his
toxic tea. Joining Hazel in her grisly investigation—which reaches across Canada—are fellow detectives Ray (Gil Bellows) and Ben (Topher Grace), the latter a rookie transfer from
Toronto. Adapted from Inger Ash Wolfe’s
2008 novel, The Calling is full of clichés and
lethargically directed by Jason Stone, who
fails to achieve dramatic momentum despite
the dark, pseudo-religious theme—especially
since it’s immediately obvious that Simon is
the murderer. What partially redeems this
weird thriller are strong performances by
Sarandon, Heyerdahl, Burstyn as Hazel’s concerned mother, and Sutherland as an elderly
cleric. Optional. (S. Granger)

The Chef, the Actor and
the Scoundrel HH1/2

fortunately, when the story takes jagged
detours into action-patriotic territory (our
Mandarin heroes start tearing into the Japanese legions Rambo style, with much CGI
blood), the viewer starts feeling a bit like a
sense-battered POW (and the film seems to
have at least two epilogues too many). Still,
with its madcap pace and goofy sensibility,
this is often entertaining. A strong optional
purchase. (C. Cassady)

Chinese Puzzle HH1/2

Cohen, 117 min., in English &
French w/English subtitles, R,
DVD: $24.98, Blu-ray: $34.98

Writer-director Cedric
Klapisch’s fitfully amusing
dramedy centers on Xavier
(Romain Duris), a writer
who has had two children with his longtime
English girlfriend, Wendy (Kelly Reilly).
Wendy is not only distressed when Xavier
agrees to be a sperm donor for his lesbian
friend, but during a business trip to New
York she also falls for an American and moves
stateside with the kids, after which Xavier
decides to follow. The remainder of Chinese
Puzzle details subsequent events as Xavier
narrates them to his publisher back home
while struggling to turn his experiences
into a book. Xavier moves into an apartment
above a Chinese restaurant, quarrels with
Wendy about the kids, gets a job as a bicycle
messenger, and marries—though in name
only—in order to stay in the country. To add
to the complications, an ex-girlfriend (Audrey
Tautou) arrives with her two children and
resumes their old relationship. The message
here is no deeper or more surprising than
what you would find on TV sitcoms: namely,
that we now live in a global and polyglot
society. But while sporadically cheeky and
touching, the film ultimately fails to deliver
an authentic emotional experience. Optional.
(F. Swietek)

Well Go USA, 108 min., in
Mandarin & Japanese w/English
subtitles, not rated, DVD:
$24.98, Blu-ray: $29.98

Citizen Koch HH1/2

Filmmaker Hu Guan’s
WWII farce begins with two
Japanese stagecoach passengers in occupied
China—members of a notorious germ warfare
unit—being captured by a bandit (Huang
Bo) dressed like an American cowboy. The
desperado takes the pair to a restaurant run
by a craven collaborator chef (Liu Ye) and
his moronic, mute wife (Liang Jing). Along
with a Peking Opera actor (Zhang Hanyu),
the Chinese squabble about how to ransom
their hostages for the most money. Flashbacks disclose that the buffoonish captors
are actually brilliant resistance-fighters and
microbiologists. By role-playing as greedy
imbeciles—which is how the Japanese view
the Chinese—they hope to trick the enemy
into revealing a vital cholera vaccine. Un-

A lesser documentary
about the multi-billionaire Koch brothers (Robert
Greenwald’s Koch Brothers
Exposed is better), Citizen
Koch nevertheless manages to connect the
dots between the Kochs and game-changing
events in our political processes, starting
with the Supreme Court’s controversial Citizens United decision that opened the door
for unlimited corporate donations during
elections—a cause that the Kochs heavily
supported through their political action committee Americans for Prosperity. Citizen Koch
illustrates how the Kochs channel money into
state and local (as well as federal) elections
using myriad avenues, ultimately creating
a conservative groundswell in support of
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MPI, 86 min., not rated, DVD:
$24.98
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industrial needs over those of ordinary people
(the Kochs make their money through oil
and chemical industries). The documentary
spends a lot of time following the story of
Wisconsin governor Scott Walker as he leads
the charge to destroy collective bargaining for
public employees—a major agenda item for
the Kochs. But the narrative gets confusing
when the filmmakers become absorbed with
the quixotic yet legitimate 2012 presidential
campaign of former Louisiana governor
Buddy Roemer, who was kept out of debates
by the Republican party—although the Koch
connection is murky and indirect at best.
Optional. (T. Keogh)

Cold in July HHH1/2
MPI, 110 min., R, DVD:
$24.98, Blu-ray: $29.98

A crackerjack crime thriller adapted by writer-director
Jim Mickle from a Joe R.
Lansdale novel, Cold in July
opens in East Texas, circa
1989, with peace-loving shopkeeper Richard
(Michael C. Hall) shooting an intruder who
has broken into his house. Police inform Richard that the dead man was a low-life hood
whom nobody will miss—except for his fearsome daddy, Ben (Sam Shepard), who has just
gotten out of prison and returns to threaten
Richard and his family. But in a sudden shift,
Richard begins to doubt that the man he
killed was Ben’s son, and soon Richard and
Ben—abetted by flashy P.I. Jim Bob Luke (Don
Johnson)—join forces to uncover the truth,
embarking on an investigation that takes
them into the seedy Louisiana underworld
of prostitution and snuff movies. The twists
are clever, while the ensemble acting shines as
the three amigos interact—Richard learning
the ropes from the older men, Ben gruffly
demanding that they get on with it, and Jim
Bob using his wiles to push things towards a
bloody showdown with a bunch of bad guys.
Cold in July is an old-fashioned macho action
movie, a fine throwback to some of those
excellent drive-in B-movies of yesteryear.
Highly recommended. (F. Swietek)

A Day Late and a Dollar
Short HH
Lionsgate, 90 min., not rated,
DVD: $14.98

Based on the 2002 novel
by Waiting to Exhale author
Terry McMillan, this Lifetime-aired adaptation stars
Whoopi Goldberg as sassy Viola Price, the
family head. Stubborn about everything
from her fed-up husband (Ving Rhames) to
her struggles to manage severe asthma, Viola
gets the most out of meddling in the lives
of her four adult children (Tichina Arnold,
Mekhi Phifer, Kimberly Elise, and Anika Noni
Rose), who are each going through trials and
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tribulations. Compacting the near-500-page
book—which isn’t one of McMillan’s best—
into 90 minutes didn’t help this dramatic tale,
which seems to opt for a lighter note in movie
format (probably due to a cast often involved
in comedy, especially Goldberg and Arnold).
A middling family-oriented dramedy with a
Tyler Perry flavor, this is an optional purchase.
(J. Williams-Wood)

Deliver Us From Evil
HH
Sony, 118 min., R, DVD:
$30.99, Blu-ray: $40.99

In the 2010 prologue,
Griggs (Scott Johnsen),
Jimmy (Chris Coy), and
Santino (Sean Harris), three
American soldiers in Iraq, stumble upon an
entrance to a dimly lit, spooky, subterranean
chamber that is littered with human skulls.
Four years later, that mysterious incident will
pique the interest of NYPD Sgt. Ralph Sarchie
(Eric Bana), who neglects his pregnant wife
(Olivia Munn) and soccer-loving daughter
(Lulu Wilson) in his dogged pursuit of
wrongdoing in the South Bronx. His laidback
partner (Joel McHale) is a reckless adrenaline
junkie who enjoys stirring up trouble. Then
there’s chain-smoking, whiskey-drinking
Jesuit priest Joe Mendoza (Édgar Ramírez),
who gradually convinces lapsed Catholic
Sarchie that there may be supernatural forces
involved in three separate crimes that are all
tangentially connected to Griggs, Jimmy,
and—specifically—Santino. They also discover that a particular incantation invites a
demon to enter the human world, and that
Sarchie’s family is in imminent danger, which
inevitably leads to a long, formulaic exorcism.
Based on the 2001 book by the real Ralph
Sarchie and Lisa Collier Cool, this true crime
thriller suffers from cliché-riddled dialogue
and features numerous grisly and gory scenes.
Optional, at best. (S. Granger)

EastSiders HHH

Wolfe, 115 min., not rated,
DVD: $24.95

The lives and loves of
a gay couple in Southern
California take center stage
in this snappy, soapy feature
film version of a web-based
series from writer-director-star Kit Williamson. They’re young, good looking, and they
like to drink: Cal (Williamson), an aspiring
photographer, and Thom (Van Hansis), an
aspiring writer, have been together for 2.8
years. Cal works in an art gallery and Thom
works in a bar. EastSiders focuses on a sixmonth period during which everything falls
apart. When Cal’s mother (Traci Lords) travels
from Arizona to visit, Cal’s possibly inherited
attraction to alcohol becomes clear, although
his consumption can’t match his mother’s.
After Cal finds out that Thom has been seeing
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Jeremy (Matthew McKelligon)—a multilingual marijuana enthusiast of indeterminate
profession—Thom vows to stop seeing him,
but doesn’t, so Cal spills the beans to Jeremy
about their relationship, bringing the affair
to an end. But Thom can’t stop thinking
about Jeremy, and Cal is no angel either,
enjoying a fling with his boss, Paul (Sean
Maher). Cal’s best friend, Kathy (Constance
Wu), also has romantic woes. She’s been seeing Ian (John Halbach) for months, but when
Kathy finds out that she’s pregnant, she also
proves to be ineffective at sharing crucial
information with her partner. Somehow, the
actors manage to inspire sympathy for these
dissembling characters who make mistakes,
tell lies, and say some pretty cruel things, but
are always there for each other in the clinch.
Recommended. (K. Fennessy)

Eleanor’s Secret
HHH1/2

New Video, 80 min., in
French w/English subtitles and
English-dubbed, not rated,
DVD: $14.95

This animated French
film tells the clever tale of a
7-year-old boy named Nat, who cannot yet
read but fondly remembers how his late aunt
Eleanor used to read to him from books in her
huge personal library. Upon Eleanor’s death,
Nat’s parents inherit her villa, but Nat is
bequeathed her books. Unfortunately, before
Nat is able to comprehend the significance
of that gift, his parents allow a secondhand
dealer to take the books away to sell. Only
then does Nat learn that the fairy tale characters in Eleanor’s library are alive and need to
be kept together as a community, or they will
vanish forever. Nat’s quest to learn to read
an ancient spell that will save the fictional
figures leads to many an adventure, including being reduced to a tiny stature, pairing
up with Alice in Wonderland and the White
Rabbit, and running from a snapping lobster
and a hungry seagull. Filmmaker Dominique
Monféry’s Eleanor’s Secret serves up a lovely
paean to the joys of reading (and is much
better in the French subtitled original than
the English dub). Highly recommended.
(T. Keogh)

Evergreen: The Road to
Legalization HHH1/2
First Run, 86 min., not rated,
DVD: $24.95

Riley Morton’s enlightening documentary follows pot’s rocky road to
legalization in the state of
Washington, which recently opened licensed
recreational marijuana shops. Offering a
thorough and evenhanded chronicle of the
2012 campaign to pass Initiative 502—which
proposed legalizing possession of small
amounts of marijuana for recreational
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use—Evergreen tells the story of a hard-fought
battle. The real opposition to 502 turned out
to be not the anti-marijuana forces but rather
people who felt the ballot measure didn’t go
far enough in loosening penalties (and even
contained some traps that could result in
moderate users being arrested). Among the
proponents of 502 were Alison Holcomb, a
well-spoken ACLU lawyer and 502’s director, and beloved travel guru Rick Steves,
a longtime critic of failed War on Drugs
policies. Together, the pair drive around the
state making the case for 502 at town hall
meetings. The brusque opposition is largely
represented by medical marijuana provider
Steve Sarich and defense lawyer Douglas
Hiatt, both of whom argue that provisions
in 502 regarding DUI thresholds are unrealistic. Of course, major differences between
the legal status of marijuana in Washington
versus federal law also hang over this drama
as well. Ultimately, Evergreen tells a lively story
of passion and political compromise: 502 supporters maintain that the initiative was the
best and only way to break the stranglehold
of drug laws that currently fill prisons for
simple possession. Hiatt, on the other hand,
calls 502’s passage a Pyrrhic victory. A fine
examination of a hot button topic, this is
highly recommended. (T. Keogh)

Flex Is Kings HHH

Kino Lorber, 83 min., not rated,
DVD: $29.95

Shot in Brooklyn, this
interesting documentary
spotlights several expert
practitioners of a dance style
called “flex,” which somewhat resembles
the robotic-dance craze of the 1980s but
demands a certain fluidity and agility that
makes it look as if a dancer could dislocate
joints. Dancers participate in an annual flex
competition called “Battlefest,” which attracts passionate supporters of local dance
heroes, but most of Flex Is Kings centers on a
couple of dedicated flex masters: Flizzo, who
runs a dance crew and teaches teens how to
perfect their technique; and Jay Donn, whose
movements are so expressive and imaginative
that he is recruited by a New York children’s
theater to play the lead in a dance-heavy version of Pinocchio. Filmmakers Deirdre Schoo
and Michael Beach Nichols capture moments
of triumph, as well as frustration, while offering glimpses into the private lives of their
subjects. Dance enthusiasts will certainly
appreciate this film about a group of people
who are looking to become a positive force
in their community through art. Recommended. (T. Keogh)

The French Minister HH1/2

MPI, 114 min., in French w/English subtitles, not
rated, DVD: $24.98

Political humor is not, by any stretch, universally shared. Case in point being this fre-
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netic, somewhat unfocused
farce from usually on-target
French filmmaker Bertrand
Tavernier. Here, young neophyte speechwriter Arthur
Vlaminck (Raphaël Personnaz) finds himself hanging
on for dear life as he tries to
keep pace with French Minister of Foreign
Affairs (and human dynamo) Alexandre
Taillard de Worms (Thierry Lhermitte), who
steamrolls through diplomatic entanglements despite having a frightfully poor
understanding of France’s place in today’s
geopolitical environment. Tavernier employs
a rat-a-tat-tat approach to political satire in
this adaptation of Abel Lanzac’s graphic novel
Quai d’Orsay (inspired by former French Minister Dominique de Villepin), but never quite
pulls off this quick-talking/slamming-door
style of comedy. A minor disappointment
from a major cinematic talent, this should
still be considered a strong optional purchase.
(P. Hall)

The Galapagos Affair:
Satan Came to Eden
HHHH

Zeitgeist, 120 min., not rated,
DVD: $29.99

Husband-and-wife fi lmmakers Dayna Goldfine and
Dan Geller raise the curtain
on an exotic, haunting, unsolved mystery
worthy of Agatha Christie that made Depression-era headlines (and was later luridly rehashed in men’s-adventure magazines). In the
1930s, a handful of back-to-nature Germans
arrived in the remote Galapagos archipelago
off Ecuador. Chief among them: vegetarian
philosopher-doctor Friedrich Ritter and his
multiple sclerosis-stricken mistress, Dore
Strauch, whose utopian dream of living (and,
in Ritter’s case, writing) by the rules of idol
Nietzsche in a tropical paradise would crash
up against the rigors of subsistence farming,
and resentment over new neighbors: the
happy, healthy, and thoroughly bourgeois
Wittmer family. The real calamity, however,
began with the arrival of a shady aristocrat,
the “Baroness von Wagner” (along with her
two lovers), who schemed to build a luxury
island hotel. Soon, half these oddballs would
be dead or missing, and the survivors would
later pen self-serving memoirs (one entitled
Satan Came to Eden) that pointed fingers of
guilt at each other. The filmmakers’ real
coup—besides getting noted actors such as
Cate Blanchett and Diane Kruger to read letters, diary entries, and book excerpts—was
uncovering vintage 35mm movie footage of
the islanders made by a regularly visiting science expedition. Captivated—as most outsiders were—by the Baroness, they actually shot
a DIY pirate drama (!) with her in a starring
role. Interspersing contemporary interviews
with relatives and locals, along with nature
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footage of iconic giant tortoises, iguanas, and
birds, this is a decidedly weird (and absolutely
compelling) tale of humans behaving badly.
Highly recommended. Editor’s Choice.
(C. Cassady)

The German Doctor
HHH

First Run, 93 min., in Spanish
w/English subtitles, PG-13,
DVD: $27.95

Along with other Nazi
war criminals, notorious
concentration camp physician Josef Mengele—best known for selecting
prisoners at Auschwitz to die, and for his mad,
unscientific “experiments” on victims—vanished to South America after World War II.
For decades, Mengele moved around the continent, always escaping capture, before finally
dying in 1979. Writer-director Lucia Puenzo’s
The German Doctor is a borderline-horror tale
based on events involving Mengele’s 1960
association with an Argentine family whose
hotel on a pristine mountain lake became
home to the fugitive for awhile. The parties
meet when Mengele (Àlex Brendemühl),
who is traveling alone under the alias of
Helmut Gregor, asks if he can follow Enzo
(Diego Peretti) and his family home as they
drive over a dangerous mountain road. A
long shot of Mengele’s car pulling too close
to Enzo’s in a sudden storm is suggestive of
what lies ahead once the monster insinuates
himself into the lives of Enzo’s wife (Natalia
Oreiro) and pre-teen daughter (Florencia
Bado). Deftly balancing thriller aspects with
disturbing details about Mengele’s obsession
with genetic experimentation, this powerful
drama is recommended. (T. Keogh)

Getting Go: The Go Doc
Project HH
Wolfe, 90 min., not rated,
DVD: $24.95

Wr iter- d irec tor Cor y
Kruekeberg’s reductionist
story of same-sex infatuation comes rather late in the
“found footage” genre (and it’s not even the
first found-footage gay mockumentary feature). Doc (Tanner Cohen) is a solitary NYC
blogger and college senior who, via online
voyeurism, grows obsessed with a popular,
well-muscled male dancer (Matthew Camp)
on the gay club scene named Go. Using his
smartphone and video gear that is paid for
by his grandmother, Doc talks his way into
shooting a freeform documentary about Go,
who turns out to be no himbo but rather a
painter with an intellect. Go knows that the
smitten Doc is not so much a filmmaker as a
lonely, inexperienced youth looking for an
excuse to spend time with an uninhibited,
mostly naked dream guy. What little story
arc and drama exists here (besides suspense
at how Kruekeberg can shoot so much gay
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sex without crossing the line into porn) lies
in the question of whether this relationship
has any future. Some scenes playfully quote
or remake Andy Warhol’s classic homoerotic
experimental films, especially Sleep, but while
certainly edgy in its sexual depictions, one
can’t help but wish the storyline were even
half as well developed as actor Camp’s sinewy
physique. Optional. (C. Cassady)

Grigris HHH

Film Movement, 100 min., in
French w/English subtitles, not
rated, DVD: $24.95

Filmmaker MahamatSaleh Haroun’s sunlit noir
centers on Souley mane
(Souleymane Démé), a 25year-old Burkina Faso immigrant with a paralyzed leg, who works in a Chad photo shop
by day but at night dances under the name
Grigris with the grace of Michael Jackson.
Souleymane, who doesn’t see a future in studio portraiture, dreams of dancing full-time.
At the shop, he meets statuesque beauty Mimi
(Anaïs Monory), a French-African prostitute
who needs photos for a modeling contest.
Unlike other men in his Muslim town, Souleymane doesn’t condemn Mimi for doing
what she can to get by. She, in turn, admires
Souleymane’s work on the floor and in the studio, and before long a courtship begins. When
Souleymane’s stepfather, Ayoub (Marius
Yelolo), falls ill, the hospital bills mushroom
more quickly than his mother can pay, so
Souleymane turns to petrol smuggling in
order to help make ends meet. Unfortunately,
Souleymane’s disability slows the team down
and his struggle during a water crossing leads
to a close call with the cops. His boss, Moussa
(Cyril Gueï), gives him a second chance, but
forbids him from seeing Mimi—which, of
course, isn’t an option, so Souleymane adopts
a course of action that puts his life in danger.
Recommended. (K. Fennessy)

Guardians of the Galaxy
HHH

Walt Disney, 120 min., PG-13,
DVD: $29.99, Blu-ray: $32.99,
Dec. 9

Marvel expands its cinematic clout with this new
colorful potential franchise
featuring a ragtag team of intergalactic
adventurers. Headed by Peter Quill (Chris
Pratt), aka Star-Lord, the quintet includes the
green-skinned warrior Gamora (Zoe Saldana),
vengeance-seeking Drax the Destroyer (WWE
star Dave Bautista) and two endearing CGI
characters: clever, cybernetically-enhanced,
gun-slinging Rocket Raccoon, voiced by Bradley Cooper, and Groot, a humanoid-ish selfregenerating tree whose one line of dialogue
(“I am Groot”) is uttered repeatedly—with
different intonations—by Vin Diesel. A 1988
prologue finds grief-stricken, 9-year-old Pe-
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ter—whose cancer-ravaged mother has just
died—abducted from Earth and zapped into
the cosmos. Now thirtysomething, Peter still
carries his Walkman and earphones, bopping
to a mixtape of funky ‘70s songs. Piloting his
own spacecraft, Peter is an intrepid mercenary, scavenging once-populated-but-nowdeserted planets, working for a blue-skinned
Ravager (Michael Rooker). Dispatched after
a mysterious silver Orb, Peter discovers that
it’s also coveted by a villainous warlord (Lee
Pace) who wants to trade it in exchange for
the power to destroy Xandar—home to the
Nova Corps, the space militia at war with the
evil Kree, a race headed by the all-powerful
Thanos. Completing the ensemble cast are
Benicio del Toro as The Collector, Glenn
Close as Nova’s Defense Minister, and John
C. Reilly as her Corpsman. Humorously
adapted from the Marvel comic book series,
director James Gunn’s Guardians of the Galaxy
is an origin story full of irreverent one-liners
and running gags. Serving up goofy, energetic, space-faring fun, this is recommended.
(S. Granger)

ship, Courtship, Loveship, Marriage. Quietly
desperate Johanna (Wiig), whose past is a
blank slate, is hired as a housekeeper for Mr.
McCauley (Nick Nolte) and his granddaughter Sabitha (Hailee Steinfeld). On her first day,
Johanna meets handsome screw-up Ken (Guy
Pearce), a recovering drug addict previously
involved in an alcohol-soaked speedboat
crash that killed McCauley’s daughter (who
was married to Ken at the time). Sabitha and
her friend can smell Johanna’s vulnerability
a mile away: in predictable adolescent fashion they pull off a cold-hearted e-mail stunt
involving forged romantic correspondence
to Johanna from Sabitha’s father. Convinced
that Ken is in love with her, Johanna quits
her job and moves to Chicago to join him.
However, just when the viewer is sure that
Johanna is in for the humiliation of her life,
her stoic determination turns a seemingly
inevitable disaster into an almost too-perfect realization of her ultimate compulsive
caregiver’s dream of domesticity with a supremely flawed man. Highly recommended.
(M. Sandlin)

Half of a Yellow Sun
HH1/2

How to Train Your
Dragon 2 HHH

Monterey, 113 min., R, DVD:
$26.95

Writer-director Biyi Bandele’s adaptation of Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s
acclaimed novel offers an
intelligent encapsulation of the political
and emotional issues shaping the Nigerian
Civil War that wrecked the African nation
during the late 1960s. Following Nigeria’s
independence in 1960, twin sisters Olanna
(Thandie Newton) and Kainene (Anika Noni
Rose) embark on radically different life routes:
Olanna leaves her upper class family to live
with Odenigbo (Chiwetel Ejiofor), a radical
professor based in the dusty regional university town of Nsukka, while Kainene falls
for a mild-mannered English writer (Joseph
Mawle). While the material has the potential
for a sprawling epic of deep emotional angst
set against a violent political conflict that
culminates in the tragic Biafra uprising, the
film feels truncated. Still, Bandele keeps the
pace moving at a crisp gallop, while the excellent cast ably creates a large degree of intrigue
and sympathy in their various machinations.
An imperfect work, this should still be considered a strong optional purchase. (P. Hall)

Hateship Loveship
HHH1/2

MPI, 102 min., R, DVD:
$24.98

In an abrupt departure
from her light comedic roles
in movies and TV, Kristen
Wiig stars in a solemn but
often poignant drama based on the title story
in Alice Munro’s collection Hateship, Friend-
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Fox, 102 min., PG, DVD:
$29.98, Blu-ray/DVD Combo:
$38.99, Nov. 11

Writer-director Dean DeBlois breathes fresh fire into
the second chapter of this
enchanting animated franchise, returning
to the mythological world of the Viking
Hiccup and his dragon Toothless. Picking up
five years after events in the original, Hiccup
Horrendous Haddock III (Jay Baruchel), his
girlfriend Astrid (America Ferrera), and the
other graduates of the Berk Dragon Training
Academy are soaring and swooping around
the skies, showing off aerial acrobatics that
could rival Harry Potter’s Quidditch matches—except that these involve sheep and
baskets. Hiccup’s aging father Stoick (Gerard
Butler) is grooming his now-grown son to
become chieftain of the Nordic clan. Meanwhile, adventurous Hiccup encounters bad
guy Eret (Kit Harington), a mercenary who
traps dragons and forces them into servitude
for his power-hungry boss, villainous Drago
Bludvist (Djimon Hounsou). Fortunately,
there’s help: the reclusive vigilante Valka
(Cate Blanchett), Hiccup’s long-lost-and-presumed-dead mother from the icy Arctic,
who dwells in a visually magnificent dragon
sanctuary that is full of multi-colored winged
reptiles—many of which she freed from
captivity. Inspired by Cressida Cowell’s How
to Train Your Dragon books, this delightful
family film is recommended. (S. Granger)

The Hundred-Foot Journey HHH

Walt Disney, 122 min., PG-13, DVD: $29.99, Bluray: $36.99, Dec. 2

Filmmaker Lasse Hallström’s gastro-
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nomic tale revolves around
an emigrant family from
India who open a restaurant
called Maison Mumbai directly across the road from
the Michelin-starred French
establishment Le Saule Pleureur. When the rickety car
carrying the Kadam family breaks down
near the village of Saint-Antonin-Noble-Val
in France’s rural Midi-Pyrénées region, Papa
(Om Puri) decides he’s found the perfect
place for a boisterous, Bollywood-esque
eatery—much to the dismay of Le Saule
Pleureur’s widowed Madame Mallory (Helen
Mirren), a stern, snobbish perfectionist whose
celebrated country inn specializes in elegant
haute cuisine, catering to the aristocracy,
including the President of France. Tempers
flare and knives are brandished in a culture
clash, as the territorial rivalry heats up. More
complications erupt when a competitive,
love/hate relationship develops between
earnest Hassan Kadam (Manish Dayal), a
self-taught, extraordinarily talented cook,
and Mme. Mallory’s ambitious sous chef,
Marguerite (Charlotte Le Bon). While Mme.
Mallory covets another Michelin star, Hassan
grapples with the emotional price of success, including Parisians’ desire for nouveau
metro fare. Based on Richard C. Morais’s
2010 bestselling novel, the film serves up
many mouthwatering scenes—featuring, for
example, steaming boeuf bourguignon and
perfectly plated pigeon with truffles—set to a
lively score by A.R. Rahman. Masters of their
craft, Mirren and Puri are irresistible as sparring partners, even though their emotional
trajectory seems foreordained. Deliciously
poignant, this is a spicy fairy tale for foodies.
Recommended. (S. Granger)

Ilo Ilo HHH1/2

Film Movement, 99 min., in
Mandarin, Tagalog & English
w/English subtitles, not rated,
DVD: $24.95

Set in Singapore during
that nation’s 1997 financial
crisis, director Anthony
Chen’s Ilo Ilo serves up a domestic tale in
which an immigrant Filipino woman named
Teresa (Angeli Bayani) starts working for a
stressed, middle-class family: very pregnant
Hwee Leng (Yeo Yann Yann), recently-fired
sales executive Teck (Chen Tianwenn), and
their incorrigible young son, Jiale (Koh Jialer),
who repeatedly lands in serious trouble at
school. Initially, Teresa struggles with Jiale’s
resentment after she moves into his room and
begins to curb his independence. In time,
however, the two characters make peace and
even forge a bond that causes Hwee Leng to
become jealous and resentful. Meanwhile,
Teck takes a job that he finds humiliating
even as he tries to keep up appearances with
his extended family, and Teresa, who is
haunted by a tragic event, finds additional
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COLDWATER

Corpus Christi

Brad Lunders (PJ Boudousequé) is a
teenager forcefully abducted from his home in
the middle of the night by his mother’s
consent to a harsh wilderness reform facility.
There is no contact with the outside world
and the retired war colonel in charge prides
himself on breaking an inmate’s spirit in
order to correct delinquent behavior.

Inspired by Terrence McNally’s Passion Play
told through the lens of a young gay Jesus,
Corpus Christi follows a group of actors who
began production on the play seven years ago
in a small church. Within months they
suddenly found themselves thrust into the
world spotlight touring to international acclaim.
The documentary follows the troupe and the
playwright sharing their stories with
supporters and protesters as they continue
their tour across the world to communities
where hate and bigotry are much more
prevalent, and the company of actors find
themselves on a journey that would forever
change their lives.

As we learn of the tragic events that led to
Brad’s arrival at the camp, unforeseen
circumstances threaten to tear the already
eroding reform facility apart, forcing Brad to
confront not only his fellow inmates and the
personnel in charge, but finally his own sense
of what is right and what is wrong

$24.

99
SRP

Available
Nov. 11th

$19.99
SRP

Available
Oct. 14th

BLACKBIRD

Southern Baptist Sissies

An unlikely friendship forms between Sean
Randall (Connor Jessup, “Falling Skies”) and
popular teen Deanna Roy (Alexia Fast, Jack
Reacher). After writing a death threat online,
Sean is falsely accused of plotting a school
shooting scenario. The police raid his home and
find rifles, shotguns, and a hit list with twenty
names of students. As the media and authorities
claim another Columbine has been averted, Sean
faces imprisonment in a youth detention facility.
Sean must overcome his dark image and prove his
innocence to Deanna and his shaken community.

Southern Baptist Sissies is a film of the
theatrical experience of writer/director Del
Shores’ GLAAD Award-winning play about
four gay boys growing up in the Southern
Baptist church. It explores the conflict
between the caustic rhetoric of dogmatic
religion and the fragile development of
adolescent homosexuality while challenging
hypocrisy, exposing damage, and offering
hope. The intimate experience of theatre on
the film screen reveals the complicated
emotions from all sides - the confused child,
the struggling adolescent, and the angry and
damaged adult.

“A powerful and nuanced tale
about bullying, paranoia, and
the dangers of social media.”
– CBC News

$24.99
SRP

Available
Oct. 21st

The Dark Place
Long estranged from his widowed mother, Keegan Dark is
blessed with the uncanny ability to remember his life in
videographic detail. This is both a blessing and a curse,
keeping him at odds with his family and loved ones.
Returning home with his boyfriend in tow to make amends
with his mother, he’s shocked to discover she’s remarried.
His family now includes a step-father and a step-brother and Keegan quickly surmises they aren’t up to any good.
His investigation into their past is derailed when his mother
drops into a coma, his boyfriend seemingly leaves him, and
the town's sheriff targets him as the most likely culprit.
With allies scarce and time running out, Keegan must fight
- and use his remarkable mind - to unravel the secrets that
threaten to destroy him.

$24.99
SRP

“Del Shores has served up yet
another masterpiece.”

-Michael Green, Cinema Diverse

$24.99
SRP

Available
Nov. 11th

4 Moons
4 Moons tells four stories about love and self
acceptance. An eleven year-old boy struggles
to keep the secret attraction he feels towards
his male cousin. Two former childhood
friends reunite and start a relationship that
gets complicated due to the feat one of them
has of getting caught. A long lasting gay
relationship is in jeopardy when a third man
comes along. An old family man is obsessed
with a young male prostitute and tries to raise

$24.99
SRP

Available
Dec. 2nd

Available
Dec. 2nd
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work in a salon that takes advantage of her
economic need. A powerful semi-comic
story of one family and their nanny-maid
struggling with growing financial strain, this
Cannes Film Festival award-winner is highly
recommended. (T. Keogh)

Into the Storm HH

Warner, 89 min., PG-13, DVD:
$28.99, Blu-ray/DVD Combo:
$35.99, Nov. 18

Filmmaker Steven Quale’s
action-packed, natural disaster thriller—set in the
Midwest region known as
Tornado Alley—begins on the morning of
graduation at Silverton High School. Vice
principal Gary Fuller (Richard Armitage) is in
charge of making sure that everything runs
on time without a hitch, but he’s worried by
the weather report. A widower/single father,
Gary is shepherding two sons, Donnie (Max
Deacon) and Trey (Nathan Kress), through
their difficult teenage years. Although it’s
Donnie’s responsibility to film the ceremony,
he sneaks off to hang out with Kaitlyn (Alycia
Debnam-Carey), helping her with a video
project about environmental awareness.
Suddenly, a tremendous storm approaches,
bringing with it a professional storm-chasing
team that includes documentary filmmaker
Pete Moore (Matt Walsh), meteorologist
Allison Stone (Sarah Wayne Callies), and
three cameramen (Lee Whittaker, Arlen Escarpeta, Jeremy Sumpter). Also on hand are
a pair of adrenaline junkies (Kyle Davis, Jon
Reep) whose daredevil antics are supposed
to temporarily ease the narrative tension
with a little humor. While the film raises the
provocative issue of reality television making
stars out of real-life storm chasers—which
prompts others to take irresponsible risks
while trying to capture video or pictures
that will make them rich and famous—it’s
also populated by generic one-dimensional
characters who speak in clichés. Optional.
(S. Granger)

Ivory Tower HHH

Paramount, 90 min., PG-13,
DVD: $21.99, Blu-ray: $26.99

While the elementary
and secondary public education system in America is
widely perceived as being
in crisis, Andrew Rossi’s
documentary argues that problems at colleges and universities are equally severe.
Rossi’s exploration of issues at various campuses—including the entire University of
California system—uncovers several trouble
spots, the most serious being the growing
cost of higher education, which he examines within a broader historical context that
stretches from the founding of Harvard up
through the creation of 19th-century landgrant colleges and the passage of the post-
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WWII G.I. Bill. A number of elements are
identified as contributing factors to the rising
tuition costs that have resulted in staggering
student-loan debt. One major drawback for
academic institutions—clearly seen in California—is shrinking governmental support;
others include the financial hole that colleges
have dug for themselves by engaging in risky
investments while mindlessly enhancing
student amenities, as well as the astronomical increase in institutional administration,
coupled with obscenely high salaries for
managers in what are more and more being
seen as businesses. The practical difficulties
that Rossi encapsulates are illustrated at New
York City’s Cooper Union, whose president
spurred student dissent after he announced
his intention to initiate tuition at the traditionally free school. Toward the close,
Rossi turns to experimental alternatives to
the traditional college experience. While a
single documentary can’t address everything
plaguing contemporary higher education,
Ivory Tower does raise many important questions that provide serious food for thought.
Recommended. (F. Swietek)

Jersey Boys HHH

Warner, 134 min., R, DVD:
$28.98, Blu-ray/DVD Combo:
$35.99, Nov. 11

Director Clint Eastwood
doesn’t just transfer the hit
Broadway musical about
The Four Seasons onto the
big screen; he adroitly delves into their
complex interrelationships, focusing on the
diminutive front man with the unmistakable
falsetto voice, Frankie Valli (Tony-winner
John Lloyd Young). The behind-the-music
story of this iconic rock ‘n’ roll group begins
in Belleville, New Jersey, circa 1951, with
young Frankie Castelluccio hanging out
with troublemaking Tommy DeVito (Vincent
Piazza). Frankie catches the attention of
mobster Gyp DeCarlo (Christopher Walken),
who becomes his mentor/ protector. While
hot-tempered Tommy also serves as manager,
and bass guitarist Nick Massi (Michael Lomenda) does arrangements, they don’t really
find their sound—or name—until prolific
songwriter Bob Gaudio (Erich Bergen) joins
the group and hooks them up with flamboyant record producer Bob Crewe (Mike Doyle).
Suddenly, they’re wildly successful, churning
out ‘60s hits like “Sherry,” “Big Girls Don’t
Cry,” “Walk Like a Man,” “Rag Doll,” “Can’t
Take My Eyes Off You”…and many more.
Decidedly peripheral to Frankie’s loyalty to
his buddies are his first wife, Mary Delgado
(Renee Marino), and his reporter girlfriend,
Lorraine (Erica Piccinnini). Along the way,
Eastwood deftly contrasts their beautiful
four-part harmony star success with their
squabbling, road-warrior travails, and disillusionment over gambling debts and loans.
Recommended. (S. Granger)
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Korengal HHH

Virgil, 90 min., R, DVD or Bluray: $19.99

Sebastian Junger and the
late Tim Hetherington’s
2010 documentary Restrepo
employed embedded footage shot in 2007-2008 featuring an American platoon in Afghanistan’s
Korengal Valley to present a viscerally potent
cinematic portrait of the combat experience.
Now, Junger has returned with a complementary film told from the perspective of the
soldiers both during and after completion
of their tours. While Restrepo concentrated
on the fighting, Korengal is more ruminative, drawing on interviews with soldiers
at the base and later back in the U.S. The
overwhelming feeling here is one of camaraderie: even the sole African-American
soldier—who admits to sensing hostility
from his comrades—claims that he would
sacrifice himself for fellow soldiers, and he is
certain they would do the same for him. The
interviewees also agree about the excitement
of combat, the adrenaline rush brought on
by a firefight—something the soldiers miss
when they return home. But there is also a
good deal of ambivalence here: one soldier
talks about the kick of shooting a foe and
watching him fall, while another speaks disparagingly of the idea that he was only doing
what he had to, noting that he had a choice,
and he chose to kill. Still, there’s a profound
sadness in the latter’s recollection, suggesting
he understands that even when doing right
one can still be doing wrong. A powerful look
at the psychological aftermath of war, this is
recommended. (F. Swietek)

Kundo HHH

Well Go USA, 138 min., in
Korean w/English subtitles, not
rated, DVD: $24.98, Blu-ray:
$29.98

If Sergio Leone made
spaghetti Westerns, Yoon
Jong-bin’s Kundo might be
called a Korean noodle, one that even boasts
an Ennio Morricone-flavored score, as well
as a closing shot of the heroes riding off
into the sunset. But there are also dollops
of Robin Hood and Spartacus mixed into this
tale set in 1859 that centers on the Kundo,
a bandit gang who wage war on corrupt
authorities and greedy nobles. Initially, this
group of not-so-merry men—which includes
a Buddhist ironically called Vicious Monk
(Lee Gyeong-young)—overthrow an avaricious governor and distribute his stores of
food to the masses. Then their focus turns
to monstrous aristocrat Jo Yoon (Kang
Dong-won)—illegitimate son of a wealthy
father—who kills his half-brother and hires
a butcher (Ha Jung-woo) to murder the dead
man’s pregnant wife. When the butcher fails,
the nobleman kills the butcher’s family and
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leaves him to die, but he’s rescued by the bandits and becomes a part of their crew. It’s not
hard to see where this is headed: eventually,
the butcher and his former employer will face
off. A huge success in its native country, Kundo
will certainly appeal to fans of Korean action
films. Recommended. (F. Swietek)

Last Passenger HH1/2
Cohen, 97 min., R, DVD:
$20.99, Blu-ray: $24.99

Out-of-control trains
have been a staple of movies ever since the silent days.
Filmmaker Omid Nooshin’s
reasonably exciting contribution to the genre stars Dougray Scott as
Lewis, a widowed doctor traveling with his
young son Max on the commuter line from
London to their home in Tunbridge Wells.
In the rather sluggish opening third, various
passengers depart as the train stops at stations
until only four others remain: Sarah (Kara
Tointon), an attractive woman who recently
broke up with her boyfriend; Elaine (Lindsay
Duncan), an older woman carrying gifts for
her grandkids; Peter (David Schofield), an officious businessman; and Jan (Iddo Goldberg),
a hot-tempered Polish immigrant. All are
thrown into understandable panic when the
train is apparently taken over by a suicidal
driver who is speeding towards a certain
crash. Most of the remaining screen time follows attempts to avert disaster by getting the
brakes to work or taking out the driver—although there are a few digressions, including
the beginnings of a romance between Lewis
and Sarah, and a heart attack victim who
requires Lewis’s attention. Last Passenger is
hobbled by an obviously modest budget, but
while it can’t measure up to earlier films such
as Runaway Train, The Taking of Pelham 123,
or Unstoppable, it’s still an engaging enough
popcorn flick. A strong optional purchase.
(F. Swietek)

Le Chef HH

Cohen, 84 min., in French w/
English subtitles, PG-13, DVD:
$24.98

Let’s Be Cops H

Fox, 105 min., R, DVD: $29.98,
Blu-ray: $39.99, Nov. 11

Former college quarterback Ryan (Jake Johnson),
and low-level video-game
designer Justin (Damon
Wayans Jr.) dress up in police uniforms for a Purdue University reunion
that they mistakenly believe is a costume
party. Walking home afterwards, the pair are
suddenly accorded a respect that has been
missing from their ordinary lives in Los Angeles. So when Ryan finds a used police car for
sale on eBay, they take their impersonations
one step further—purchasing bulletproof
vests and other paraphernalia, learning law
enforcement lingo, and going out on patrol
in their disguises. While Justin enjoys the attention of Josie (Nina Dobrev), a waitress who
yearns to be a Hollywood makeup artist, their
charade misfires when they encounter a gang
of Eastern European mobsters, headed by veritable psychopath Mossi (James D’Arcy), who
shows intense interest in the little restaurant
where Josie works. Accompanied by Segars
(Rob Riggle), a veteran cop who initially
thinks the faux pair are authentic, they find
themselves entangled in a criminal investigation that is way above their pay-grade.
Directed by Luke Greenfield, this tedious
wannabe action comedy is criminally bad.
Not recommended. (S. Granger)

Maleficent HHH

Stern and stubborn Alexandre Lagarde (Jean Reno)
is a venerable celebrity chef
who may lose control of
his Paris restaurant Cargo Lagarde because
the new CEO/owner Stanislas Matter (Julien Boisselier) thinks Lagarde’s traditional
haute-cuisine is old-toque, despite his having
earned the eatery a three-star Michelin rating. The ruthless Matter insists that Lagarde
use cheaper, chemical-laden ingredients, and
he’s also considering hiring a young, trendy
Spanish chef who specializes in the latest
craze of molecular gastronomy. Then Lagarde
discovers Jacky Bonnot (Michaël Youn), a
self-taught, aspiring cook whose rebellious,
domineering personality gets him fired

N O V E M B E R / D E C E M B E R

from job after job. Propelled by his pregnant
girlfriend (Raphaëlle Agogué), Jacky works as
a handyman/painter at a retirement home
where he also creates innovative meals for the
elderly residents. An instinctive culinary genius, Jacky is fearlessly original and Lagarde is
desperate, but can they work together? While
the cast is sterling, writer-director Daniel Cohen’s Le Chef is also a formulaically scripted,
far-fetched odd-couple farce featuring some
disconcerting racial/ethnic stereotypes. A
mildly amusing aperitif, this is an optional
purchase. (S. Granger)
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Walt Disney, 97 min., PG,
DVD: $29.99, Blu-ray/DVD
Combo: $36.99, Nov. 4

In this darkly dazzling
riff on Sleeping Beauty, the
flawed heroine is the enchantress. Years earlier, as a
carefree young fairy, Maleficent was frolicking happily—teasing toad-goblins and twiggy
tree-guardians—when she fell in love with a
young human named Stefan, who was greedy
and ambitious. When both are full-grown,
however, Stefan (Sharlto Copley) betrays
Maleficent (Angelina Jolie)—violating her
physically and emotionally—cutting off her
wings and marrying the King’s daughter. So
at the christening of baby Aurora, spurned
Maleficent arrives, uninvited, to deliver the
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curse that can only be broken by true love’s
kiss. But here the fable takes an abrupt turn:
Maleficent watches Aurora as she grows up,
the child routinely outwitting her three
bickering nursemaids (Imelda Staunton,
Lesley Manville, Juno Temple). Instead of
being afraid, young Aurora believes that
shadowy Maleficent is her fairy godmother,
and eventually the latter develops a distinct
fondness for the youngster whom she always
refers to as “a beastie.” But, as her 16th birthday approaches, Aurora (Elle Fanning) learns
the truth—and it is too late for Maleficent to
recant the curse. A humorlessly helmed and
oddly paced film by first-time feature film director Robert Stromberg (the Oscar-winning
art director of Avatar and Alice in Wonderland),
Maleficent boasts a magnificent visual beauty
that ultimately makes it worth the watch.
Recommended. (S. Granger)

More Than the Rainbow
HHH1/2
First Run, 83 min., not rated,
DVD: $24.95

Director Dan Wechsler
aims the camera lens at
prominent New York City
photographer Matt Weber, a
self-taught enthusiast who drove a taxi along
the city’s mean streets for years—capturing prostitutes, the homeless, porn parlors,
subway travel, 9/11, Coney Island, and the
upbeat delirium (sigh) of the first Obama inauguration on traditional 35mm film. Weber
sits with designer Todd Oldham, working on
a book of his snaps, and recalling the pregentrification sleazy Big Apple of the 1970s
and ‘80s with a nostalgia that many do not
share. A colorful figure, Weber talks about
his vision, life, and times in wonderfully accessible working-class eloquence. Wechsler’s
real genius here is to also zoom out for a more
wide-angle portrait of the “street shooter”
aesthete, drawing on input from several
other recognized photo mavericks (some
judge Weber’s work to be trite and obvious),
who mostly came to photography from other
career paths, and do not necessarily take pictures unrehearsed or out-of-doors. Pro or con,
they all share an unconditional love for their
art in this engaging documentary that also
serves up a terrific composite portrait of New
York, set to a Thelonious Monk soundtrack.
Highly recommended. (C. Cassady)

A Most Wanted Man
HHH1/2

Lionsgate, 121 min., R, DVD:
$26.98, Blu-ray: $29.99,
Nov. 4

Anton Corbijn’s adaptation of John le Carré’s 2008
novel stars the late Philip
Seymour Hoffman in his final finished screen
work, delivering a remarkable performance as
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Günther Bachmann, a German intelligence
agent who tries to turn a case involving a
terrorist suspect into a long-term Western
advantage. Bachmann is interested in forcing a distinguished Muslim lecturer and
fundraiser (who may be funneling donations to radicals) to become an informant,
and he plans to use an unkempt refugee of
mixed Russian-Chechen background as a
means towards that end. Bachmann will
require the assistance of a leftist lawyer
(Rachel McAdams), who is enlisted by the
immigrant to help him submit a claim with
banker Tommy Brue (Willem Dafoe) for a
huge amount of cash deposited in a secret
account by his dead, despised father. But
Bachmann faces blowback from his more
conservative colleagues, who prefer more
direct, forceful methods, as well as from
American counterparts who demand immediate results rather than future prospects.
Corbijn lays out the plot’s intricacies with a
degree of care that some might find overly
detailed and deliberate, but is essential
to keep the narrative intelligible. It also
affords Hoffman the opportunity to craft
a brilliantly realized character—a tired,
overweight, bruised but essentially humane
person whose patience is decidedly out
of place in a more brutal world. An intelligent, engrossing capstone to Hoffman’s
all-too-short screen career, this is highly
recommended. (F. Swietek)

My Name Is “A” By
Anonymous HH

Wild Eye, 90 min., not rated,
DVD: $14.95

The sensational 2009 Missouri murder case revolving
around Alyssa Bustamante,
who killed 9-year-old neighbor Elizabeth Olten just for the thrill of it,
is the acknowledged inspiration for Shane
Ryan’s film. However, this is not a typical
docudrama, but rather an impressionistic
piece shot in an artsy cinema vérité style intended to convey the gritty, hopeless environment in which such a heinous act might occur. Much screen time is devoted to long and
tedious sequences of teenage girls wandering
about desolate landscapes while arguing
among themselves (only half-humorously).
Interspersed are scenes portraying their unhappy home lives, with strong hints of abuse
and neglect, and occasional monologues in
which characters vent frustration over their
lot in life. The murder itself finds “A” (Katie
Marsh)—the Bustamante stand-in—treating
her victim-to-be to a soda in a diner, followed
by the actual killing, portrayed (bloodlessly)
as a sort of ritualistic act witnessed by a crowd
of teens. Some individual moments here carry
a grim power, but the overall repetitiveness
and narrative opacity make this something
of a chore to sit through. Optional, at best.
(F. Swietek)
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The Mystery of
Happiness HHH1/2

Strand, 92 min., in Spanish
w/English subtitles, not rated,
DVD: $24.99

A charming Argentine
comedy that seems ripe for
an American remake, The
Mystery of Happiness concerns two lifelong
friends, Santiago (Guillermo Francella) and
Eugenio (Fabián Arenillas), whose relationship is so close that their very movements are
wryly choreographed by director Daniel Burman to emphasize perfect symmetry. These
“life business partners,” as Santiago meaningfully describes his bond with Eugenio, are the
co-owners of an appliance store, but they play
hooky from work to visit a racetrack several
times a week. They also have a shared history
that includes a long-ago mutual infatuation
with a Brazilian beauty—and a gentleman’s
agreement that neither man should try to
win her. All of this backstory factors into the
mystery of Eugenio’s sudden disappearance,
leaving Santiago to run their shop, reluctantly, with Eugenio’s flinty wife, Laura (Inés
Estévez). Seeking advice from a former secret
agent on how to search for Eugenio, Santiago
and Laura unexpectedly become close. Burman—who co-wrote the script—masterfully
tweaks the film’s tone from comic to sweet to
profound, while Francella and Estévez find a
wonderful chemistry that is equal parts wideeyed innocence and adult sophistication.
Highly recommended. (T. Keogh)

The Normal Heart
HHH

HBO, 143 min., TV-MA, DVD:
$19.98, Blu-ray: $24.98

Larry Kramer wrote his
play The Normal Heart—
about the early years of
the AIDS crisis in New York
City—in 1985, a time when thousands of
gay men were dying, the mainstream media
shied away from reporting on the “plague”
(as it was called then), and government officials would not even utter the word “AIDS”
in public. Director Ryan Murphy collaborated with Kramer on this HBO-aired adaptation, which won an Emmy for Outstanding
Television Movie. Mark Ruffalo stars as Ned
Weeks, a writer and activist modeled on
Kramer, while Taylor Kitsch, Jim Parsons,
and Joe Mantello costar as fellow activists
who find Ned’s tactics too confrontational.
Matt Bomer is Ned’s boyfriend, a closeted
New York Times reporter, and Julia Roberts
is a doctor committed to understanding
the still-unidentified disease. As much
polemic as it is social drama, The Normal
Heart nevertheless effectively captures the
fear and fury of the men in the community
who were facing a deadly crisis that the
government refused to even acknowledge.
Recommended. (S. Axmaker)
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On My Way HHH

Cohen, 113 min., in French
w/English subtitles, not rated,
DVD: $24.98, Blu-ray: $34.98

A road trip takes a middle-aged restaurateur from
a state of disenchantment
to one of prospective happiness in Emmanuelle Bercot’s loosely
structured, sporadically engaging On My
Way, which primarily serves as a star vehicle
for French screen icon Catherine Deneuve,
but also features some fine supporting turns,
particularly from the director’s young son,
Nemo Schiffman. Deneuve plays Bettie,
a former beauty queen who finds her life
unraveling: her restaurant is on the brink
of bankruptcy, and her long affair collapses
when a married man dumps her for a younger
mistress. Feeling trapped, Bettie spontaneously jumps in the car and drives off with
no destination in mind. That marks the
beginning of an adventurous journey that
will lead to a drunken party at a bar and a
one-night stand with a roguish young man
before Bettie receives a pleading phone call
from her long-estranged daughter asking her
to take the latter’s 11-year-old son (Schiffman)
to his grandfather’s. The inevitable bonding
between Bettie and the boy on a drive lasting
several hundred miles to granddad’s farm is
punctuated by a side-trip to a reunion of the
1969 beauty contest competitors. The success
of On My Way depends heavily on Deneuve’s
still-luminous presence, but ultimately truly
works because of the chemistry between her
and Schiffman (a winning scene-stealer).
Recommended. (F. Swietek)

Out of the Clear Blue Sky
HHH1/2
Virgil, 107 min., not rated,
DVD: $19.99

The organization that
suffered the greatest number
of fatalities on 9/11 was a
major tenant at the top five floors of One
World Trade Center: Cantor Fitzgerald, the
Wall Street investment firm, which lost 658
of its 960 employees. Danielle Gardner’s
documentary looks at the aftermath of the
9/11 tragedy through the experiences of the
Cantor Fitzgerald survivors and the families
of those that were killed. The most prominent member of the company, CEO Howard
Lutnick, was taking his son to kindergarten
when the hijacked airplane crashed into
the skyscraper. Lutnick initially generated
great public sympathy due to his vow to
financially support the family members of
his company’s 9/11 victims, but his subsequent decision to suspend the paychecks of
employees who were missing in the World
Trade Center wreckage created a harsh wave
of media scorn and vituperative outrage from
angry survivors. (Lutnick eventually reversed
himself and exhibited a financial generosity
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that was without modern precedent.) Other
Cantor Fitzgerald employees and family
members faced extraordinary pressures in
the aftermath of 9/11, including agonizing
decisions over which memorial services and
funerals to attend (which at one point averaged 10 per day). Offering a heartbreaking
view of a horrible event witnessed through
the prism of one terribly hard-hit company,
this is highly recommended. (P. Hall)

Paris-Manhattan HHH
Strand, 77 min., in French
w/English subtitles, not rated,
DVD: $27.99

A sweet, often clever
French comedy about a
single pharmacist named
Alice (Alice Taglioni), who
is guided through life by the films of Woody
Allen, Paris-Manhattan feels like one of
Allen’s own Europe-set recent works. Alice
(who imagines having conversations about
life and love with Allen, who actually does
voice work for these scenes) is trying hard
to comply with her parents’ wishes that
she date a man they like and settle down.
But fate intervenes when Alice meets Victor
(Patrick Bruel), a burglar alarm specialist
with a somewhat brusque and opinionated
manner—a man she is thrown together with
repeatedly on various misadventures. The
seemingly rocky relationship between Alice’s
sister and her husband makes for an amusing
subplot, as do old grievances between Alice’s
mother and father. Writer-director Sophie
Lellouche’s Paris-Manhattan ultimately casts
a sophisticated and bittersweet romantic spell
that should appeal to fans of Allen. Recommended. (T. Keogh)

Petals on the Wind
HH1/2

Lionsgate, 90 min., not rated,
DVD: $14.98

A sequel to this year’s
Flowers in the Attic, this Lifetime-aired movie based on
V.C. Andrews’s 1980 second
novel in the Dollanganger series is set years
after the children escaped from being held
captive in a mansion as part of an inheritance
scheme hatched by their troubled mother
(Heather Graham). Petals on the Wind centers
on Cathy (now played by Rose McIver), whose
quest to become a prima ballerina never
quite displaces her thirst for revenge against
her family (including Ellen Burstyn as the
evil grandmother). Cathy still maintains
a creepy requited jones for her brother
Chris (Wyatt Nash), even if their incestuous romance receives competition from an
abusive danseur (Will Kemp) and their own
lawyer stepfather (Dylan Bruce). This will
appeal mostly to fans, who can also look
ahead to Lifetime’s promised movies for the
sequels If There Be Thorns and Seeds of Yes-
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terday in 2015. A strong optional purchase.
(J. Williams-Wood)

Postman Pat: The Movie
HHH

Paramount, 87 min., not rated,
DVD: $19.99

Based on a popular British children’s animated
TV series airing off and on
since 1981, Postman Pat: The
Movie is set in a small English village, where
the titular mailman (voiced by Stephen
Mangan)—who works for Special Delivery
Service (SDS)—delivers parcels to his friends
and neighbors. Accompanied by his trusty
sidekick, a black-and-white cat named Jess,
beloved Postman Pat’s life is suddenly complicated by two events. First, an X Factor-like
televised talent show (hosted by the cynical
Simon Cowbell) comes to Pat’s village in
search of a rising star. Second, an efficiency
expert with plans to eliminate all human employees (including postmen) at SDS replaces
Pat with a lookalike robot. Seeking to win a
trip to Italy for his family by competing in
the talent program as a singer, Pat is drawn
away from his home, reluctantly becoming
a national celebrity. Meanwhile, robot Pat
is wreaking havoc on the real Pat’s delivery
route, upsetting people who don’t realize
that they’re dealing with a machine. Also
featuring the voice talents of Harry Potter
alumni Jim Broadbent, Rupert Grint, and
David Tennant, this amiable family film is
recommended. (T. Keogh)

President Wolfman HH
Wild Eye, 80 min., not rated,
DVD: $14.95

Zany but not exactly inspired, President Wolfman
is comprised of clips from
public domain movies—including 1973’s The Werewolf
of Washington, starring Dean Stockwell in
the title role—and other rights-free footage. Director Mike Davis and a talented
vocal cast dub new dialogue over the visual
mash-up to create a random story about an
American president (Stockwell, alternating
with another actor who looks nothing like
him) turning into a werewolf at the exact
moment that a rogue vice-president is trying
to sell America to China. A beauty pageant
and the president’s 8-year-old son (a target for
murder) are also added to the mix in this gimmicky film featuring jokes that come fast and
furious but are more often white noise than
winning material. Optional. (T. Keogh)

Propaganda HH1/2

MVD, 96 min., not rated, DVD: $19.95

Borrowing themes from Fahrenheit 9/11,
Capitalism: A Love Story, The Corporation, and
many other left-wing features—and then
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cranking them past 11—
filmmaker Slavko Martinov’s angry diatribe dresses
up a lot of Occupy Wall
Street complaints in an iffy
mockumentary gimmick: as
a film smuggled out of insular North Korea, in which
agents for the Pyonyang dictatorship have
scrutinized the West and now (with an English-language voiceover) report to comrades
about how the “democratic” world works.
Item: it appears that a tiny, unaccountable,
criminal super-rich minority—all Big-Business capitalists—run everything. Item: U.S.
presidents (Obama included) and U.K. prime
ministers are all corporate-controlled puppet
warmonger imperialists and protectors of the
Rothschild terrorist rogue-state Israel. Item:
the American people remain docile, stupid,
and ignorant of the actual world situation
thanks to trash-reality TV, violent video
games, and consumer-brainwash ads (replacing the state’s old brainwash method, namely
religion). The satirical message seems to be
that even the ultimate outsider, Kim Jungun, can have a better idea of what’s going on
than the entertainment-numbed masses in
the “free world.” Take note that the mediabarrage style of news clips and illustrative
footage can sometimes be hideously violent
(including footage of mutilated Palestinians
and abused animals). Disturbing but also
thought-provoking, this is a strong optional
purchase. (C. Cassady)

Proxy HHH

IFC, 122 min., not rated, DVD:
$24.98, Blu-ray: $29.98

Indie filmmaker Zack
Parker’s psychological thriller Proxy carries a bit of the
sinister vibe found in early
works of Brian De Palma
and David Cronenberg, although it possesses
neither the former’s stylistic flamboyance
nor the latter’s intellectual depth. The story
begins with a horrific scene in which a pregnant woman named Esther (Alexia Rasmussen) is brutally attacked by a hooded figure
after leaving her doctor’s office, and loses the
baby. While attending a group meeting for
grieving parents, Esther encounters Melanie
(Alexa Havins), whose child was abducted,
and the pair become fast friends. But neither
woman is who she seems, and the plot turns
that involve both will gradually lead to ever
more disturbing revelations and gruesome
acts of violence—especially after a third
woman, Anika (Kristina Klebe), an angry
sociopath recently released from prison,
enters the scene, culminating in a surprise
ending that is charged with irony. While the
performances are not top-drawer and viewers
can never be sure whether the hints of dark
humor are intentional or accidental, these are
qualities characteristic of low-budget guilty
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pleasures. Proxy may not be an instant horror classic but it is fascinating as much for its
sheer perversity as its slow-burning tension.
Recommended. (F. Swietek)

Same Same But Different
HHH
First Run, 107 min., in English,
Khmer & German w/English
subtitles, not rated, DVD:
$24.95

Based on a memoir by
Benjamin Prüfer, German
director Detlev Buck’s romantic drama introduces protagonist Ben (David Cross), a
sexually inexperienced German university
graduate, backpacking his way through Cambodia like so many other Europeans looking
for drugs, drink, and sex. Unlike the others,
however, Ben falls in love with the Phnom
Penh “bar girl” he meets, Sreykeo (Apinya
Sakuljaroensuk). Back in Germany, working
towards a journalistic career, Ben attempts to
maintain a long-distance relationship with
Sreykeo via phone and Internet, sending
money to keep her out of prostitution. After
finally being persuaded to consult a Westernstyle doctor for lingering illness, Sreykeo
reveals that she is HIV-positive, after which
Ben strives against great odds to get her on
effective medication. The question is: can the
relationship survive, despite the enormous
gulf in distance, cultures, future prospects,
and social classes? Touching on issues related
to sex tourism, Third World exploitation, and
HIV/AIDS, this intriguing foreign drama is
recommended. (C. Cassady)

Sex Tape H1/2

Sony, 94 min., R, DVD: $30.99,
Blu-ray: $35.99

In a prolog ue, A nnie
(Cameron Diaz) blogs incessantly about the spicy
sex life she enjoyed with her
husband Jay (Jason Segel)
in college, carnal pleasures that continued
right up until they married and had children
(Sebastian Hedges Thomas, Giselle Eisenberg),
after which suburban life—and exhaustion—
took their toll. Annie comes up with the
idea of sending the kids to Grandma (Nancy
Lenehan) for an overnight visit, after which
the couple make a three-hour sex tape—depicting all of the anatomical positions in The
Joy of Sex. Predictably, the next morning Jay
forgets to erase the evidence of their vigorous frolic and inadvertently uploads it to the
elusive Cloud, where it is distributed via gifted
iPads to friends and family. Joined by their
voyeuristic pals (Rob Corddry, Ellie Kemper),
Annie and Jay try to retrieve the iPads, after
which—sleepy children in tow—they break
into the San Fernando Valley headquarters
of a sex-video website and are caught by the
porn broker (Jack Black). Idiotically scripted,
and sluggishly directed by Jake Kasdan, this
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is a tepid and terminally dull film that never
achieves its farcical potential (although it
does feature a pivotal appearance by Rob
Lowe, who starred in his own, real-life celebrity sex tape scandal back in 1988). A flaccid
comedy that frantically tries to combine
family fun with a shallow sexcapade, this is
not a necessary purchase. (S. Granger)

Sin City: A Dame to Kill
For HH1/2

Anchor Bay, 102 min., R, DVD:
$29.98, Blu-ray/DVD Combo:
$39.99, Nov. 18

Back in 2005, director
Robert Rodriguez brought
Frank Miller’s ferociously
sexy comic series to the big screen, making it look like an ultra-stylized, neo-noir
cartoon. This sequel serves up more of the
same, interweaving four stories set in the
titular Sin City. In the first, Marv (Mickey
Rourke) wreaks revenge against some rich
frat boys who are killing homeless people. In
the second, Johnny (Joseph Gordon-Levitt), a
cocky young gambler, picks up Marcy (Julia
Garner) as a “good luck” charm before he
brashly bests ruthless Senator Roark (Powers
Boothe) in a poker game. In the third segment, Dwight (Josh Brolin), a surly private
detective, succumbs to the seductive charms
of duplicitous Ava (Eva Green), who says she
needs his help. And the final episode revolves
around Nancy (Jessica Alba)—a hard-drinking stripper haunted by the death of her love,
John Hartigan (Bruce Willis)—who focuses
her rage on Senator Roark and enlists the
aid of ever-willing Marv. Directed by Miller
and Rodriguez, the film is essentially a series of grim, mega-violent vignettes, strung
together with loose connective tissue and
self-consciously punctuated with cheesy,
hard-boiled dialogue. As the titular “dame,”
Green flaunts her to-die-for figure in several
gratuitous nude scenes. The supporting cast
includes Stacy Keach, Christopher Lloyd,
Jeremy Piven, Ray Liotta, Dennis Haysbert,
Rosario Dawson, and Lady Gaga. What’s
most memorable here is the monochromatic
cinematography, along with the makeup
and costumes, and striking special effects.
In short, it’s visually stunning but emotionally lifeless. A strong optional purchase.
(S. Granger)

Snowpiercer HHH1/2

Anchor Bay, 126 min., R,
DVD: $24.98, Blu-ray: $29.99

South Korean filmmaker
Bong Joon-ho’s first English-language production
is a bold, compelling, and
fantastical action-thriller.
Once the threat of global warming was
finally acknowledged, scientists sent a
missile into space in a bid to lower Earth’s
thermostat—instead, the device triggered
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another Ice Age, killing everyone except
those who managed to get onboard an immense bullet train that has been circling
the glacial planet for 17 years. Passengers
are strictly segregated by class, and the compartmentalized order within the convoy is
ruthlessly enforced by a grotesquely fascist
bureaucrat (Tilda Swinton). When one of
the impoverished residents complains, his
arm is inserted into a porthole, frozen, and
amputated. Nevertheless, rebellion is brewing in the slums at the back of the train, as
Curtis (Chris Evans), encouraged by elderly,
peg-legged Gilliam (John Hurt), decides to
lead a guerrilla force to the front, where the
train’s quasi-mythical inventor, enigmatic
Mr. Wilford (Ed Harris) rules in mysterious
Wizard of Oz-like fashion from the engine
room. Accompanied by his friend (Jamie
Bell) and a determined mother (Octavia
Spencer) whose child has been abducted,
Curtis makes his move. Based on the 1982
French graphic novel La Transperceneige,
this visually imaginative dystopian tale
full of gripping suspense is highly recommended. (S. Granger)

Step Up: All In HH

Lionsgate, 101 min., PG-13,
DVD: $29.95, Blu-ray: $39.99,
Nov. 4

This fifth flick in the
long-running franchise
falters, maybe because of
its tediously melodramatic
storyline and not enough dancing—or
maybe due to the absence of Channing Tatum. Here, the leading man is self-centered
Sean (Ryan Guzman), who stays behind
in Los Angeles when his dance group The
Mobsters returns to Miami. Sean, who takes
a job as a janitor in a dance studio owned by
the grandparents of Moose (Adam Sevani),
sees a VH1 promo for a TV reality-show
dance contest called The Vortex, which is
hosted by a preening, Lady Gaga-like diva
(Izabella Miko). Since the prize is a coveted
three-year contract at Caesar’s Palace, Sean
and Moose set about recruiting a new crew
composed of Moose’s old pal Andie (Briana
Evigan), along with Hair (Chris Scott), Vladd
(Chadd Smith), Monster (Luis Rosado), and
Jenny Kido (Mari Koda), all dancers featured
in past Step Up movies. Calling themselves
LMNTRIX (pronounced “elementrix),” the
group arrives in Sin City, quickly winding
up on a collision course with The Mobsters
and The Grim Knights, which is headed by
their perennial rival, Jasper Tarik (Stephen
“Stevo” Jones). Directed by former competitive ballroom dancer/music video helmer
Trish Sie, Step Up: All In is formulaically
predictable and bland, except for the musical numbers, which are flashy, daring, and
colorful—culminating in a gigantic Cirque
du Soleil-like finale featuring pyrotechnics.
Optional. (S. Granger)

N O V E M B E R / D E C E M B E R

2 0 1 4

Teenage HHH

Oscilloscope, 77 min., not
rated, DVD: $34.99

Based on the book by Jon
Savage, Matt Wolf’s documentary offers an engaging
history of the emergence of
adolescence as a distinct developmental/social category
bridging children and adults, which simply
didn’t exist prior to the 19th century. Laws
curtailing child labor in factories were the
first distinguishing event, followed by public
schooling and the Boy Scout movement,
both of which were originated to combat
the “hooliganism” embraced by youths who
now had too much time on their hands.
The transformation accelerated during the
early 20th century, when World War I put
adolescent soldiers in European trenches,
followed by a post-war frenzy that created the
thrill-seeking youths of the Roaring Twenties.
Later, the Depression also brought movements specifically designed to offer direction
and hope to the young, but it was World War
II that truly led to a definitively identified
teen culture that gave rise to deeper social
concerns while simultaneously witnessing
the first commercial efforts directed towards
this newborn demographic. To tell this story,
Wolf interweaves music (from the Charleston
to jazz and the Sinatra mania of the 1940s),
readings from period journals, and archival
footage together with technologically “aged”
recreations (without clarifying which is
which). Wolf’s idiosyncratic methodology
sometimes gives Teenage a dreamlike feel, but
overall this is an informative and entertaining film. Recommended. (F. Swietek)

Tennessee Queer HHH
Breaking Glass, 90 min., not
rated, DVD: $21.99

An engaging comedy
with an easygoing message about equality and
tolerance, Tennessee Queer
stars Christian Walker as
Jason, a New York City-based librarian who
is tricked by his family into paying a visit to
his tiny hometown of Smythe, TN, where
he is heavily lobbied by his mother, siblings,
and other relatives to return home and take
a position at the local library. His family also
promises that Jason—as a gay man—will
find that Smythe has changed from a town
once violently opposed to homosexuals to
one with at least a few gay bars. However,
Jason’s been offered a job in London (where
he intends to move with his partner), so he
devises a plan for getting the family off his
back. Pitching an outrageous proposal to
Smythe’s city council that he organize a fullblown gay pride parade down the main street,
Jason is completely caught by surprise when
his petition is accepted. Although reluctant,
Jason soon finds himself helping the town’s
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gay community to come out of hiding. Billie
Worley is very funny and also quite menacing
as a would-be candidate for Smythe mayor
who is determined to stop Jason while also
pressuring gay students into joining a “rehabilitation” program. Directors Mark Jones
(who also wrote the script) and Ryan Parker
bring a wry and appealing humor to this
engaging film that also captures the essence
of life for gays living in isolation in a small
town. Recommended. (T. Keogh)

That Girl in Yellow Boots
HHH1/2
IndiePix, 103 min., in Hindi
w/English subtitles, not rated,
DVD: $24.95

In filmmaker Anurag
Kashyap’s drama, half-Indian/half-English Ruth (Kalki
Koechlin) arrives in Mumbai in search of her
father, who deserted the family when she was
a child. Unfortunately, she has no idea where
to find him within the chaotic city. Ruth rents
a crummy apartment and gets work at an
unlicensed massage parlor, where she earns
extra money by providing a bit of relief that
allows her male customers to leave smiling.
As a white-skinned single woman living
alone in a seedy neighborhood, Ruth tends
to stand out. One man refers to her as “sort of
like Bugs Bunny meets Julia Roberts,” while
a thuggish drug addict (Prashant Prakash)
appoints himself as her boyfriend, a designation she repeatedly rejects. Occasionally,
Ruth makes an effort to find her long-lost
father, but mostly she seems to be stalled
in a miserable existence. That Girl in Yellow
Boots offers a powerful character study of a
woman lost—neither able to blend into her
Mumbai surroundings nor recover from the
void of her father’s absence. The film benefits
from uncommonly strong performances by
Koechlin, whose Ruth is an eerily enigmatic
figure, and Prakash as her part-comic/partharrowing would-be lover. Highly recommended. (P. Hall)

They Came Together
HH1/2

Lionsgate, 84 min., R, DVD:
$19.98, Blu-ray: $24.99

Paul Rudd and Amy Poehler team up for this spoof
of mainstream romantic
comedies featuring jokes
that don’t always land, but the easygoing
chemistry of the stars helps to pave over the
more awkward stretches. Filmmaker David
Wain combines original gags with familiar
plot developments from hit movies like
When Harry Met Sally and You’ve Got Mail to
tell the tale of Molly (Poehler), who owns a
New York candy shop, and Joel (Rudd), who
works at a major corporation that is trying to
put Molly out of business. It isn’t personal,
of course; Joel is just an “office drone,” as his
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slacker brother (Max Greenfield) puts it. In
a framing device, the pair recount their history to a couple played by Ellie Kemper and
Bill Hader. Molly and Joel meet when friends
(Melanie Lynskey and Jason Mantzoukas)
set them up, and initially fi nd each other
unbearable, but after a chance encounter
in a bookstore, true love takes root. After a
series of ridiculous misunderstandings, they
break up, leading Joel to reunite with his
two-timing ex-girlfriend (Cobie Smulders)
and Molly to date an accountant (Ed Helms)
who doesn’t interest her in the least. Before
the end of the film, there’s a cameo from
Michael Shannon and a last-minute race to
call off a wedding. It’s all perfectly predictable—which is the point—but the concept
simply falters whenever Wain wanders away
from his leads, despite the participation of
game performers from SNL and 30 Rock. A
strong optional purchase. (K. Fennessy)

Think Like a Man Too
HH

Sony, 106 min., PG-13, DVD:
$30.99, Blu-ray: $35.99

Kevin Hart is loud, abrasive, frenetic, and not very
funny in this sequel to the
2012 hit based on Steve Harvey’s self-help book Act Like a Lady, Think Like
a Man. Although the book is here mentioned
in passing, director Tim Story’s film is essentially just another reworking of The Hangover,
as previous cast members (along with some
new additions) head to Las Vegas for the
wedding of momma’s boy Michael (Terrence
J) to single mother Candace (Regina Hall).
Unfortunately, Michael’s harridan mother,
Loretta (Jenifer Lewis), has taken charge,
much to the distress of everyone, including
best man Cedric (Hart), whose plans for the
bachelors’ night out prove catastrophic. Not
that the shenanigans of the girls—once freed
from Loretta’s control—are any less disastrous. Ultimately, both men and women wind
up at a strip joint where they get into a fight
and land in the pokey, making it unlikely
that anyone will get to the church (actually,
outdoor chapel-like space) on time. It’s not
enough for Hart to shout his way through the
jokes, slapstick, and dress-up; he also serves
as narrator, describing the group’s hapless
adventures as a contest in which each side
is trying to outdo the other. While the cast
is certainly attractive, they all seem to be
stranded in the script’s clumsy contrivances.
Not a necessary purchase. (F. Swietek)

Third Person HHH
Sony, 136 min., R, DVD:
$30.99, Blu-ray: $35.99

Writer-director Paul Haggis returns to the template
of his 2004 Oscar winner
Crash, intertwining story
threads involving disparate
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characters in order to create a commentary
on the theme of loss and loneliness. Michael
(Liam Neeson), a Pulitzer Prize-winning novelist estranged from his wife (Kim Basinger),
is working on a book in a Paris hotel, where
he’s visited by his young lover (Olivia Wilde),
with whom he engages in games of sexual
one-upmanship. Meanwhile, Scott (Adrien
Brody), an American who is in Rome to steal
designs from a high-end fashion house,
meets a seductive gypsy woman (Moran
Atias) in a bar and decides to help rescue her
daughter, who the woman claims is being
held hostage by a smuggler. And in New York
City, a high-strung actress (Mila Kunis) and
her lawyer (Maria Bello) are trying to secure
visits with her son, who’s been placed in
the custody of his father (James Franco). As
the film shuttles among these plots, viewers
are bound to notice some chronological
and topographical oddities, which Haggis
explains with a twist ending that ties the
various strands together and points back to
the very beginning. Ultimately, Haggis is better at intellectual structuring than emotional
dramatization, but even with a somewhat
unsatisfying conclusion Third Person still
raises interesting and troubling questions,
and the acting impresses across the board.
Recommended. (F. Swietek)

Transformers: Age of
Extinction HH

Paramount, 164 min., PG-13,
DVD: $29.99, Blu-ray/DVD
Combo: $39.99

Masquerading as a movie, Michael Bay’s sci-fi extravaganza more closely
resembles a three-hour-long video game that
you can’t play—one that also relentlessly
promotes Hasbro toys. The story begins with
disjointed and disconnected scenes: alien
spaceships attacking dinosaurs; an officious
blonde scientist eons later inspecting the
metallic remains of a Dinobot in the Arctic; a
perfectly coiffed, exquisitely made-up schoolgirl—clad in short-shorts—opening mail on
a farm in the Midwest; and a government
agent declaring that all Transformers must
be wiped out. Thinking he’s buying scrap
metal, Texas inventor Cade Yeager (Mark
Wahlberg) acquires a battered old truck that
turns out to actually be the badly injured
Autobot leader, intrepid Optimus Prime
(voiced by Peter Cullen). Widower Yeager
is raising a rebellious 17-year-old daughter,
Tessa (Nicola Peltz), who has a racecar-driving
boyfriend, Shane (Jack Reynor). Meanwhile, a
scientist (Stanley Tucci) is working for a nasty
Black Ops bully (Kelsey Grammer) in this
confusing origin story about Dinobots being
created as weapons by ancient Autobots. The
newest mechanical villain here is Galvetron,
created from the remains of Megatron, the
evil Decepticon destroyed in 2011’s Dark of
the Moon. An illogically scripted film that is
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self-indulgently directed by Bay, this fourth
installment in the Transformers series is essentially incoherent, filled with massive metallic
explosions. On the plus side, Industrial Light
& Magic’s robotic shape-shifting is seamless, and Walhberg is a far more appealing
protagonist than Shia LaBeouf. Optional.
(S. Granger)

Venus in Fur HHH

MPI, 96 min., in French
w/English subtitles, not rated,
DVD: $24.98

Roman Polanski’s film
version of David Ives’ twocharacter 2010 stage play
is a humorous-yet-serious
rumination on sexual gamesmanship and
role-playing. Mathieu Amalric plays Thomas,
a writer-director who has adapted the titular
1870 novel by Leopold von Sacher-Masoch,
whose name gave rise to the term “masochism.” After a frustrating day of auditioning
actresses for the role of Vanda—a woman
whose meeting with a sexual aesthete character named Severin leads to kinky give-andtake—Thomas is accosted before he can leave
by an actress also named Vanda (Emmanuelle
Seigner), who begs to try out for the part.
Thomas reluctantly agrees to read as Severin
with her, and before long the relationship
between Thomas and the present-day Vanda
comes to mirror that between Severin and
his Vanda, with power shifting toward the
woman—in life, as in the play. Venus in Fur
is not particularly deep, serving up banter
and abrupt reversals that are more cheeky
than profound before reaching an artsy
denouement. But despite limitations, this is
still wickedly amusing thanks to the panache
that Polanski, Amalric, and Seigner bring to
the film. Recommended. (F. Swietek)

Chantry and Wallace become more or less
inseparable. What If is coyly sweet and
snarky, but never establishes a consistent
tone—substituting hip yet trifling banter for
real dialogue. Optional. (S. Granger)

When I Saw You HH1/2

Kino Lorber, 98 min., in Arabic
w/English subtitles, not rated,
DVD: $29.95

Palestinian filmmaker
Annemarie Jacir’s film is set
in a Jordanian refugee camp
following the 1967 Six-Day
War, where 11-year-old math whiz Tarek
(Mahmoud Asfa) and his mother, Ghaydaa
(Ruba Blal), are among the thousands who
have fled the Israeli occupation of the West
Bank. Tarek quietly slips away to search for
his missing father but instead discovers a
volunteer militia that is in the midst of armed
training designed to expel Israeli forces from
their newly controlled territories. Jacir presents a somewhat romanticized version of the
Palestinian guerrilla forces, with young Tarek
treated more as a happy mascot than an equal
in their ill-fated efforts to push back Israeli
military forces. Boasting an astonishing performance by young non-professional Asfa,
as an uprooted brainy/bratty youth coming
of age in the midst of unprecedented violent
upheaval, the film’s logic begins to falter
somewhat when Ghaydaa joins her son at
the military camp, and the tone shifts toward
anti-Israeli propaganda. Nonetheless, When
I Saw You offers a rarely-considered glimpse
of the Palestinian viewpoint of immediate
post-Six-Day War life in the Middle East. A
strong optional purchase. (P. Hall)

When the Game Stands
Tall HH

What If HH

Sony, 115 min., PG, DVD:
$30.99, Blu-ray: $40.99, Dec. 9

Filmma ker Michael
Dowse delivers a cloying,
predictably formulaic romcom starring Daniel Radcliffe (the former Harry Potter star, now a
25-year-old man) as med school dropout
Wallace, who has essentially become a
hermit—living in the attic of his sister’s
home—since catching his girlfriend cheating
on him. Cautiously venturing out one night,
Wallace meets a flirtatious animator, Chantry
(Zoe Kazan), at a party given by his blowhard
best friend (Adam Driver). Composing cleverly cynical refrigerator-magnet poetry, the
pair hit it off immediately, but she’s already
living with Ben (Rafe Spall), a high-powered
United Nations diplomat. So they become
sort-of friends, although Wallace’s feelings
are definitely not platonic. Not surprisingly,
after globe-trotting Ben departs for Dublin,

Based on the true story of
a Catholic high school football team in suburban Concord, CA, When the Game
Stands Tall centers on the De La Salle Spartans,
whose 151-game winning streak (1992-2004)
remains a national gridiron record. But after
the 2003-04 season in which the Spartans
win yet another state championship, Coach
Bob Ladouceur (Jim Caviezel) suffers a heart
attack, and star player T.K. Kelly (Stephan
James) is killed. The Spartans go on to lose
the first two games of the 2004-05 season. Deciding that the team has become cocky—far
more focused on achieving personal glory
than engaging in teamwork—newly recovered Coach Lad (who also teaches religious
studies) and his longtime assistant coach
Terry Eddison (Michael Chiklis) decide to
impart lessons about discipline and good
sportsmanship. Directed at a laconic pace by
Thomas Carter, this formulaic sports drama
adapted into a sermonizing parable from

Sony, 90 min., PG-13, DVD:
$30.99, Blu-ray: $35.99, Nov.
25
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Neil Hayes’s titular nonfiction book suffers
from the fact that none of the characters
are very memorable as individuals; in fact,
the stereotypical team players are virtually
indistinguishable, except for running back
Chris Ryan (Alexander Ludwig). Having
starred as Jesus in Mel Gibson’s The Passion
of the Christ, Caviezel is no stranger to stoic
righteousness, but as his dutiful wife, Laura
Dern’s considerable talent is totally wasted.
Although full of earnest intentions, this is an
insipid film that fumbles as drama. Optional.
(S. Granger)

Whitewash HHH

Oscilloscope, 91 min., not
rated, DVD: $19.99

A strange and effective
drama that maintains its
darkest secrets until the end,
Whitewash is built around
a superb performance by
Thomas Haden Church as a man who is
largely alone and barely surviving. Church
plays Bruce, a widower and snowplow operator in rural Quebec. During a harsh winter,
Bruce runs his snowplow into Paul (Marc
Labrèche), who is walking down the middle
of a street at night, killing him instantly.
Bruce flees with the dead man’s body and
buries it deep in the snowy woods, where
he hides out for days, trying to keep warm
and buying or stealing supplies as needed.
Between imagined conversations with the
police, Bruce is seen with Paul in flashbacks
that gradually reveal the nature of their odd
relationship. Co-writer/director Emanuel
Hoss-Desmarais nicely orchestrates the film’s
mysterious tone, slowly revealing the taciturn
Bruce as something of a man-child who has
been lost since the death of his wife. Recommended. (T. Keogh)

Whitey: United States
of America v. James J.
Bulger HHH1/2

Willow Creek HH1/2

Dark Sky, 80 min., not rated,
DVD: $24.98, Blu-ray: $29.98

Comedian-turned-filmmaker Bobcat Goldthwait’s
found-footage effort is an
understated but often surprisingly effective horror
movie about a couple who embark on a
search for Sasquatch in the heavily-forested
region of northern California where the
elusive creature was once supposedly caught
on celluloid. Affable leads Bryce Johnson
and Alexie Gilmore give natural, unforced
performances, while much of the story
consists of interviews with local residents,
who prove to be sometimes eccentric but are
generally down-to-earth folk taking advantage of the attraction their woods now have
for monster-hunting tourists. Goldthwait
demonstrates considerable skill in building
tension, particularly in a long static shot of
the couple inside their tent listening with
ever-increasing terror to ominous sounds
that are getting closer and closer. Some
viewers will of course be disappointed by a
horror movie that depends on suggestion and
indirection instead of serving up blood and
gore. But those looking for something a little
different may well appreciate this low-key effort. A strong optional purchase. (F. Swietek)

The Wipers Times
HHH

PBS, 90 min., not rated, DVD:
$24.99

Magnolia, 107 min., R, DVD:
$26.98, Blu-ray: $29.98

Whitey tells a mesmerizing story about the shocking
degree of official corruption
and collusion that allowed a monster named
James “Whitey” Bulger to run amok for decades. In some respects, Bulger—who went
on trial in 2013 for multiple murders and
racketeering—is actually an incidental player
in this film by Emmy-winning director Joe
Berlinger. A mob boss running out of South
Boston (independent of Mafia families on
the East Coast), Bulger proved useful to the
FBI and Department of Justice in helping
to obtain the arrests of key figures in the
traditional Cosa Nostra (although Bulger,
who speaks on the phone here, claims he
never ratted anyone out to authorities).
Where the story becomes both compelling
and terrifying is in courtroom disagreement
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over whether Bulger, in fact, was a protected
informant for the federal government or if he
was simply paying bribes to a wide number
of lawmen to stay out of his way. Either way,
Bulger—according to expert interviewees—
was allowed to break the law (and commit
many murders) while the FBI looked the
other way. A disturbing documentary, this
is highly recommended. (T. Keogh)
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Amidst the hubbub surrounding the centennial
of World War I comes this
amusing, endearing, and
true comic snapshot. The Wipers Times was
a satirical newspaper—perhaps the proto
’zine—written and published for British conscripts on the Western Front by a quick-witted squad of fellow soldiers from 1916 until
the armistice two years later. After stumbling
upon a printing press in the ruins of Ypres
(known as “Wipers” to the uncultured
doughboys) in Belgium, Captain Fred Roberts
(Ben Chaplin) recruits a few lads as editorial
staff and they begin cranking out gags, fake
news, in-jokes, and jabs at officers as a morale
booster for the entrenched inhabitants of noman’s-land. With its absurdist attitude (think
National Lampoon or The Onion), The Wipers
Times became a beloved, gallows-tinged
comic relief valve, as well as a stick in the
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eye for some of the stuck-up brass. Chaplin
shines as the dashing neophyte editor, backed
by Julian Rhind-Tutt as Lt. Jack Pearson, his
friend, adjutant and assistant editor, and
Michael Palin as a General who gets the joke
and keeps the upper class twits on his staff
from shutting the publication down. Recommended. (T. Fry)

Young & Beautiful
HHH

MPI, 93 min., in French
w/English subtitles, not rated,
DVD: $24.98

To say that director Francois Ozon’s art-house film
is about a 17-year-old girl’s
“sexual awakening” would be like saying
that Death Wish is merely a “social problem”
film. The lithe, attractive, underage French
fille at the center—Isabella—is played with
precocious poise and almost robotic emotional detachment by Marine Vacth. Isabella
leads a comfortable life with a well-to-do
mother and loving stepfather. But after she
loses her virginity to her German boyfriend,
something inside her snaps: not just driven
to experiment with serial sexual partners,
Isabella finds it necessary to sell her body as
a prostitute in Paris, servicing mostly (much)
older men for hundreds of euros per session.
Isabella maintains a cold emotional distance
during her sexual encounters until one of her
elderly clients drops dead during a particularly heated session. Suddenly, the authorities
are involved and so are her parents, spurring
investigation into just what sort of psychological hang-ups could be behind Isabella’s
compulsion. Some will find in Young & Beautiful a courageous postmodernist ambiguity,
while others may see a cowardly reluctance
to deal with a nasty psychosexual dilemma
stemming from the ennui of contemporary
youth culture. Regardless, this thought-provoking film from one of cinema’s most daring
directors is recommended. (M. Sandlin)

Classic Films
The Adventures of
Ichabod and Mr. Toad/
Fun and Fancy Free
HHH

Walt Disney, 141 min., G, Bluray: $34.99

This Disney two-fer pairs
1949’s The Adventures of Ichabod and Mr. Toad
with 1947’s Fun and Fancy Free. The first
leads off with the classic short “The Wind in
the Willows,” based on Kenneth Grahame’s
beloved children’s novel featuring the mischievous Toad and his faithful friends Badger,
Mole, and Rat. Narrated by Basil Rathbone,
the story finds the manic Toad salivating
over a motor car…and winding up in jail.
Contemporary viewers may be surprised at
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the amount of alcohol, knives, and guns on
display here. Toad’s misadventure is followed
by the Bing Crosby-narrated “The Legend of
Sleepy Hollow,” adapted from Washington
Irving’s tale about pedagogical schoolmaster
Ichabod Crane, who has a fateful meeting
with a headless horseman one evening. The
masterful climactic chase sequence still manages to send chills down the spine. Hosted
by Jiminy Cricket, Fun and Fancy Free—also
featuring ventriloquist Edgar Bergen and his
puppets Charlie McCarthy and Mortimer
Snerd—serves up two more animated shorts.
“Bongo,” narrated by Dinah Shore, follows a
young circus bear who breaks out of captivity and finds love in the forest (although the
love will sit strange with today’s audiences
because of the courting song “Say It with
a Slap,” which features the lyrics “give her
a slap / give her a cuff”). Bergen narrates
“Mickey and the Beanstalk,” a take on the
classic fairy tale “Jack and the Beanstalk,”
with Donald Duck and Goofy (this was the
last film with Mickey Mouse in which he was
voiced by his creator, Walt Disney). Although
the Blu-ray transfer looks a bit soft in places, it
is solid overall, and absolutely sparkles on the
excellent bonus feature: 1941’s The Reluctant
Dragon, a live-action animated film in which
radio comedian Robert Benchley receives an
eye-opening behind-the-scenes tour of Walt
Disney Studios (look for a young Alan Ladd in
the storyboard department), culminating in
a screening of the titular short film. Recommended. (R. Pitman)

Breakheart Pass HHH
Kino, 95 min., PG, Blu-ray:
$24.95

Author Alistair MacLean,
whose action and war bestselling thrillers served as
popular movie fodder from
the late 1950s through the 1970s, adapted his
own novel for 1975’s Breakheart Pass, shifting
his successful formula to the Old West. Here,
a troop transport train traveling through the
Rockies to a military outpost that is in the
grip of a diphtheria epidemic is beset with
mysterious deaths, outright murders, and a
conspiracy that seems to envelop every passenger. Charles Bronson stars as John Deakin,
a wanted man who is taken prisoner while
on board, while Richard Crenna is territorial
Governor Fairchild, who travels in his own
private car and is personally overseeing the
secret mission. But Deakin actually turns out
to be an undercover Secret Service agent on
a case, and he uncovers a complicated plot
involving stolen guns, smuggled dynamite,
and an alliance between a dangerous criminal and the local Indian tribe. The clever
storyline boasts plenty of action and some
impressive set pieces, but the plotting is often
lazy—for example, giving “prisoner” Deakin
unfettered access to all parts of the train without supervision. Director Tom Gries displays
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fine attention to detail, from the vivid winter
landscape of the Rocky Mountains to the
physical effort it takes to run a 19th-century
railroad engine. The impressive supporting
cast includes Ben Johnson, Charles Durning,
Ed Lauter, and Jill Ireland. Fans of Bronson
(and Westerns with unusual twists) are likely
to enjoy this engaging film. Recommended.
(S. Axmaker)

Careful, He Might Hear
You HHH
Kino, 110 min., PG, DVD:
$24.95

Carl Schultz’s sensitive
1983 Australian film adaptation of Sumner Locke
Elliott’s 1963 novel centers
on a boy and the two maternal figures in
his life. Since his mother Sinden’s death six
years before, PS (Nicholas Gledhill) has lived
with his Aunt Lila (Robyn Nevin) and Uncle
George (Peter Whitford). The couple provide a
happy home, but they’ve never told him that
Sinden, aka “Dear One,” died in childbirth
(PS just thinks she’s in Heaven). From out
of the blue, Lila’s glamorous sister, Vanessa
(Wendy Hughes), moves to Sydney from London to share in his guardianship. PS has never
met Vanessa and finds her formal ways offputting; she makes him take lessons in piano,
dance, and horseback riding, but also tells
him things about life and death that Lila and
George would have never revealed. When PS’s
father, Logan (John Hargreaves)—who left
after Sinden’s death—makes an appearance,
the visit only causes more problems. Things
ultimately come to a head when Vanessa
threatens to take PS to England—leading to
a custody battle in which PS learns to stand
up for himself. While the musical score can
be melodramatic, the multi-faceted performances here keep the narrative grounded in
reality. Extras include a new featurette with
interviews of Hughes and Gledhill, a 1985
interview with Elliott, and a stills gallery.
Recommended. (K. Fennessy)

Chaplin’s Mutual
Comedies 1916-1917
HHHH

Flicker Alley, 5 discs, 400 min.,
not rated, Blu-ray/DVD Combo:
$59.95

Charlie Chaplin called
his 18 months at Mutual Film Corporation
“the happiest period of my life.” The 12 tworeel comedies collected here remain his finest
achievements: wonderful slapstick ballets
of distilled comic genius. Settling his Little
Tramp persona into its final form—equal
parts class clown, sneaky bully, downtrodden
social outcast, and sentimental softy—Chaplin spins these 25-minute masterpieces from
little more than a character, a setting, and a
situation, as in two of his earliest films for the
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studio, both from 1916: The Floorwalker, built
around a new escalator, and One A.M., a solo
piece with Chaplin as an inebriated gadfly
battling everything from a staircase to the
furniture while trying to get to bed. The rest
of the shorts also feature burly, barrel-chested
Eric Campbell (Chaplin’s hulking physical opposite), and sweet-faced love interest
and talented comedienne Edna Purviance.
Although every one of the shorts is great,
a few stand out: The Rink (1916), featuring
Chaplin on roller skates for a burlesque ballet
on wheels; Easy Street (1917), with Chaplin as
a rookie cop in the city’s toughest neighborhood in a story that combines social commentary with comedy; and The Immigrant
(1917), which opens with peasants herded
like cattle on a ship and employs humor to
explore their trying experience. These are essentials of both silent cinema and cinematic
comedy, ranking among the few works that
transcend the era and still appeal to all ages.
Completing the compilation are The Fireman,
The Vagabond, The Count, The Pawnshop, and
Behind the Screen, all from 1916; plus The
Cure and The Adventurer, from 1917. Each
short in this Blu-ray/DVD Combo release
is newly remastered from archival 35mm
elements, and the set also includes bonus
documentaries on Chaplin and Campbell,
as well as a booklet with an essay and notes
on the films. Highly recommended. Editor’s
Choice. (S. Axmaker)

The Elephant Man
HHH

Kino, 90 min., not rated, DVD:
$24.95

Many viewers will be familiar with the true story
of deformed Joseph Merrick (also known as John
Merrick) and Frederick Treves, the doctor
who helped Merrick become a celebrity
in late-19th-century English society, from
David Lynch’s 1980 film starring Anthony
Hopkins and John Hurt. Based on Bernard
Pomerance’s play (a Broadway hit in 1977),
this 1982 ABC-aired version is presented in
somewhat altered and abbreviated form. The
stars of the original staging—Philip Anglim
and Kevin Conway—reprise their performances as Merrick and Treves, respectively,
while Jack Hofsiss returns to direct. Among
the supporting cast are Emmy-winner Penny
Fuller as an actress who befriends Merrick,
and Glenn Close as a princess who visits
him. The play differs from Lynch’s movie in
many respects, the most obvious being that
Anglim assumes the role without the heavy
makeup that Hurt wore, instead suggesting
the character’s physical impairments by
contorting his body and speaking haltingly.
This theatrical conceit leaves much to the
viewer’s imagination, but thanks to Anglim’s
soulful presence it works, and Conway is
also excellent in showing Treves’s transfor-
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mation from smug scientist to emotional
protector. Although the stage-bound production—captured on videotape—sometimes
looks smudged and murky, this remains an
affecting presentation. DVD extras include
recollections by Conway and Hofsiss. Recommended. (F. Swietek)

Favorites of the Moon
HHH

Cohen, 105 min., in French
w/English subtitles, not rated,
DVD: $29.98, Blu-ray: $39.98

Winner of the Special
Ju r y P r i ze at t he 1984
Cannes Film Festival, this
offbeat comedy from Russian expatriate filmmaker Otar Iosseliani serves up a deadpan
satire of modern life and social hypocrisy featuring rich and poor characters from a Paris
suburb whose lives crisscross and tangle.
Played by an ensemble cast that includes a
young Mathieu Amalric, characters include
a pompous police chief who spies on citizens
and plays at high-society sophistication, a
jealous weapons expert who fixes handcuffs
for Paris policemen and sells bombs to terrorists (when he’s not stalking his girlfriend),
a robber who is teaching his young son the
business, and a schoolteacher with a streak
of anarchy, as well as assorted prostitutes and
hobos. These people are also connected by
objects, specifically a painting and a set of
fine 18th-century porcelain dishes that are
sold, stolen, and otherwise passed around
during comic episodes. No central story really
emerges here, merely a busy set of activities
that circle back and mirror one another in
a film that is somewhat reminiscent of Luis
Buñuel’s later work. Favorites of the Moon is
also a mostly wordless film in which the action plays out as cheeky silent comedy. Extras
include audio commentary by critic Phillip
Lopate, and a booklet. Fans of foreign cinema
who also have a taste for the whimsical will
enjoy this. Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Fear in the Night HH

Film Chest, 72 min., not rated,
DVD: $11.98

DeForest Kelley (Dr. McCoy in the original Star
Trek) appeared in his first
leading role in this 1947
paranoid thriller as a man
who awakens from a nightmare in which
he murders a man and then finds clues suggesting that the crime actually happened
in real life. One of the more interesting
noirs to come out of Hollywood’s B-movie
studios, Fear in the Night is based on a story
by Cornell Woolrich—whose work inspired
scores of movie mysteries and TV suspense
shows—and director Maxwell Shane remains
remarkably faithful to the author’s nightmarish sensibility. Kelley is dazed and jittery as
Vince Grayson, while Paul Kelly as his police
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detective brother-in-law, Cliff Herlihy, is the
voice of reason who tries to convince him it
was only a dream, but then starts to believe
that Vince really is a killer. Working with
an extremely low budget, Shane makes the
most of limited resources by shooting close
in to the actors and creating an oppressive,
claustrophobic atmosphere. A minor but
memorable production that slipped into the
public domain many years ago, Fear in the
Night has been released in numerous DVD
editions, most of them poorly mastered
from substandard sources. This Film Chest
edition claims to be restored but offers small
improvement, with details and visual texture
digitally scrubbed from the image along
with the scratches and other imperfections,
while the soundtrack features a distracting
high-pitched hum of audio interference. An
optional purchase. (S. Axmaker)

Forever Female HH1/2

Olive, 93 min., not rated, DVD:
$24.95, Blu-ray: $29.95

Kind of a lite version of
All About Eve, Irving Rapper’s 1953 footlights comedy-drama (“suggested” by
the J.M. Barrie play Rosalind) stars Ginger Rogers as Broadway idol
Beatrice Page, who is ever praised by critics
even though she’s stuck in a rut with a series
of mediocre productions (the middle-aged
diva refuses to portray any character older
than 29). Beatrice finally meets someone
who doesn’t kowtow to her, acerbic grocerturned-playwright Stanley Krown (William
Holden), and with the help of her producer
ex-husband (Paul Douglas) sees to it that
Stanley’s promising debut effort reaches the
stage—starring herself, of course, ridiculously
cast in a daughter role conceived for a 19-yearold. Meanwhile, perky ingénue Sally Carver
(Pat Crowley) discovers Stanley’s script and
campaigns for both the part and for Stanley,
even though Beatrice has also set her sights
on him. A glossy, sophisticated 1950s-style
rom-com, Forever Female still falls short of
being truly a classic. Incidentally, Crowley
received a real star-is-born treatment/launch
from Paramount here, but her subsequent
movie career proved to be lackluster (she
had more success on TV). A strong optional
purchase. (C. Cassady)

A Funny Thing Happened
on the Way to the Forum
HHH1/2
Kino, 99 min., not rated, Bluray: $29.95

Broadway purists have
always treated Richard Lester’s 1966 adaptation of the beloved Stephen
Sondheim musical with indifference bordering on contempt. Much of the original text
was rewritten to accommodate zany slapstick
sequences—including a freewheeling chariot
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chase finale—while half the score was cut
(reportedly infuriating Sondheim, although
Ken Thorne’s adaptation won an Academy
Award). Others, however, might argue that
Lester’s changes bring a refreshing charge
of kinetic energy to the bawdy material. A
farcical tale of mistaken identities and taboo
love in ancient Rome, A Funny Thing Happened
on the Way to the Forum boasts inventive
camerawork, rapid-fire editing, and sight gags
that mix the sublime with the wonderfully
silly. Zero Mostel and Jack Gilford reprise
their Broadway roles as the scheming slave
Pseudolus and his jittery sidekick Hysterium
(re-establishing their screen careers after
years of being blacklisted), while Phil Silvers
(for whom the role of Pseudolus was originally conceived) adds to the mayhem as the
wily courtesan procurer Marcus Lycus. Also
in the mix is Buster Keaton as the befuddled
Erronius, whose search for his long-lost children runs parallel to the plot’s many twists.
At the time 70 and ill with cancer, Keaton still
steals the show with astonishing stunt-work
and the droll ability to handle burlesque-style
routines with fast-talkers Mostel and Gilford.
On Blu-ray, Nicolas Roeg’s cinematography
looks better than on any previous home video
release. Highly recommended. (P. Hall)

High School
Confidential! HHH

Olive, 86 min., not rated, DVD:
$24.95, Blu-ray: $29.95

The 1950s rage for teenagers-gone-wild movies
launched by Blackboard Jungle and Rebel Without a Cause
resulted in some unintentionally hilarious
portraits of overage actors playing bad kids
and youthful gangsters. Jack Arnold’s trashy,
tawdry, and weirdly energetic 1958 picture
about tough-talking delinquents who speak
in mock-Beat dialogue is a very silly but also
highly entertaining example of drug-scare
cinema. Russ Tamblyn stars as Tony Baker,
the hep-talking new kid who claims he’s going to take over the school gang, but in reality
is undercover narcotics agent Mike Wilson,
hot on the trail of a drug ring. The film opens
with Jerry Lee Lewis pounding out the title
song from the back of a pickup truck (his only
appearance here) and goes on to deliver a drag
race, a Beat poetry recital in a coffee shop, an
alcoholic Aunt Gwen (Mamie Van Doren) trying to seduce her “nephew” Tony, teenage addicts in withdrawal, and a brawl that pits the
drug dealers against the kids led by good-guy
Steve Bentley (Michael Landon). High School
Confidential! is pure teensploitation—loaded
with bad behavior (and lots of opportunities
for adults to pass judgment)—that is utterly
ridiculous as social commentary but great fun
as a campy take on fears concerning juvenile
delinquency. Jan Sterling is also on hand as
Arlene Williams, the cool teacher who really
wants to understand youth, and John Drew
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Barrymore, Diane Jergens, Jackie Coogan,
and Charles Chaplin Jr. costar. Remastered
for its Blu-ray debut and DVD re-release, this
is recommended. (S. Axmaker)

I’ve Always Loved You
HH1/2

Olive, 117 min., not rated,
DVD: $24.95, Blu-ray: $29.95

This 1946 romantic drama set in the world of midcentury classical music stardom features Philip Dorn (a
Dutch actor who came to Hollywood during
World War II) as the arrogant, womanizing
piano maestro Leopold Goronoff, and Catherine McLeod as Myra, the daughter of a fellow
European impresario, who becomes his young
protégé. When her debut at Carnegie Hall (a
superb sequence, musically and dramatically)
shines so brightly that it threatens to eclipse
Leopold’s fame, he banishes her from his
home. Myra then turns her back on the piano
to marry farm boy George (William Carter)
and raise a daughter, but of course there’s
unfinished business with Leopold and an
unfulfilled professional career. What appears
on the surface to be a trifling romantic melodrama actually offers a mature look at love,
commitment, and responsibility. Director
Frank Borzage’s I’ve Always Loved You is driven
by a belief in love as a transcendent power,
and he masterfully uses music here as both
thematic accompaniment and catalyst for
the dramatic action. McLeod “finger syncs”
Arthur Rubenstein’s performance of the many
classical piano selections, which include an
extended presentation of Rachmaninoff’s
Piano Concerto No. 2 in C Minor. Costarring Maria Ouspenskaya and Felix Bressart
(two excellent character actors featured in
numerous Hollywood classics), this is not a
well-known film (and the leads are practically
unknown), but it’s visually beautiful, and
boasts a rich soundtrack performed by one
of the greatest pianists of the 20th century. A
strong optional purchase. (S. Axmaker)

L’Amore in Città (Love in
the City) HHH
Raro, 110 min., in Italian
w/English subtitles, not rated,
DVD: $29.95, Blu-ray: $34.95

Cesare Zavattini—one of
post–World War II Italian
cinema’s leading neorealists—wrote screenplays for many of the
classics, and was the guiding force behind
this 1953 anthology film, contributing to the
scripts of five of six episodes about love (or
at least lust) in Rome, and co-directing one,
Storia di Caterina, with Francesco Maselli—a
re-creation of the true story of a mother who
abandons her child, starring the woman
herself. Other segments are helmed by Carlo
Lizzani (Love for Money, on prostitution), Dino
Risi (Paradise for Three Hours, about a dance
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hall), and Alberto Lattuada (Italians Turn Their
Heads, which records men ogling women
on the street). Each of these has interesting
elements, but most viewers will be drawn
to this release for the segments directed by
Michelangelo Antonioni (Attempted Suicide,
presenting a montage of interviews with reallife survivors) and Federico Fellini (Marriage
Agency, a surrealistic tale about an investigative journalist who plans to unmask the
methods of the titular outfit—by claiming to
seek a prospective bride for a friend who’s a
werewolf). Like many omnibus productions,
L’Amore in Città (Love in the City) is of variable quality; even the Antonioni and Fellini
contributions have to be classified as lesser
works. Still, it offers a solid representation of
those directors’ early years, as well as a decent
sampling of neorealism. DVD extras include
audio commentaries, and interviews with
film critics. Recommended. (F. Swietek)

The Mack Sennett
Collection, Vol. One
HHH1/2

Flicker Alley, 3 discs, 1,005
min., not rated, Blu-ray: $59.95

A total of 50 comedies—
spanning the years 1909 to
1933 and presented chronologically—from
the studios of producer Mack Sennett, creator
of the Keystone Kops and acknowledged father of silent movie slapstick, are collected in
this set. This is slapstick at its most basic, with
Sennett steadily perfecting the high-energy
genre through the evolution of gags, stories,
and comic filmmaking. The earliest works
here feature Sennett as both actor and director, roles he soon handed over to others in his
company. This collection includes one of the
earliest known Charlie Chaplin appearances
(1914’s A Thief Catcher), an early Chaplindirected short (Recreation, also from 1914),
and Teddy at the Throttle (1917), with Gloria
Swanson chained to the railroad tracks by
Wallace Beery (and a loyal dog rushing to the
rescue). Most of the films, however, showcase
the stars of Sennett’s stock company, among
them Fatty Arbuckle, Charley Chase, Chester
Conklin (whose cross-eyed smile remains one
of the most famous images of silent slapstick),
and the great Mabel Normand, featured in
the three-reel classic Fatty and Mabel Adrift
(1916, directed by Arbuckle) and The Extra
Girl (1923), the sole feature film here. Also
included are two shorts with Harry Langdon
(1925’s His Marriage Wow and 1927’s Fiddlesticks); and the early sound comedy shorts
The Dentist (1932) and The Fatal Glass of Beer
(1933), both starring W.C. Fields, who made
a brilliant transition from silent buffoon to
cranky sound comic. Entertaining and educational, this is a superb set featuring restored
and remastered films that offer an excellent
introduction to the evolution of silent movie
comedy (with more to come). Bonus features
include original scores for each short, audio
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commentaries, stills galleries, and archival
rarities (newsreels, outtakes, trailers, etc.), plus
an accompanying booklet. Highly recommended. (S. Axmaker)

My Boy Jack HH1/2

BBC, 94 min., not rated, DVD:
$19.98

David Haig plays literary
legend Rudyard Kipling and
Daniel Radcliffe is his son
Jack in this 2007 BBC TVmovie adaptation of Haig’s
1997 stage play. Rudyard campaigned for
Britain to enter World War I, appealing to
men’s patriotism to serve king and country.
Naturally, Jack is determined to join the
British army and make his papa proud. But
there’s a problem: Jack is unfit for service due
to bad eyesight, so Rudyard uses his influence
to get his son a commission. When Jack goes
missing in action, his mother Caroline (Kim
Cattrall) leads a family campaign to find out
what happened to her son, and Rudyard is
forced to face the real-world consequences of
his nationalist ideals. Although Radcliffe only
appears in a few scenes—a supporting role
but an adult part, his first while making the
Harry Potter films—he performs with conviction and distinction. Radcliffe will likely be
the draw for this movie (he is the only actor
featured on the DVD cover)—which was directed by Brian Kirk and originally aired in
the U.S. on PBS’s Masterpiece—but the entire
cast (including future Oscar nominee Carey
Mulligan as Jack’s sister, Elsie) is excellent,
and the drama, while admittedly downbeat,
offers an interesting perspective on World
War I. Extras include cast interviews, deleted
scenes, and a segment on WWI featuring
historian Niall Ferguson. A strong optional
purchase. (S. Axmaker)

On the Beach HHH

Kino, 134 min., not rated, Bluray: $29.95

Director Stanley Kramer’s
1959 movie version of Nevil
Shute’s 1957 novel—dramatizing the dying plight of
humanity’s last remnants in the aftermath
of a nuclear war—was hailed as a powerful
challenge to the madness of “mutually assured destruction.” More than half a century
later, On the Beach feels heavy-handed, stilted,
and verbose—especially when compared to a
masterpiece like Stanley Kubrick’s Dr. Strangelove—but it still retains a certain grim power.
Gregory Peck stars as American submarine
commander Capt. Dwight Towers, who sails
from his refuge in Australia—the only region
not yet affected by fatal fallout—back to San
Diego in order to determine the source of a
radio signal that might indicate some life still
exists in the Northern Hemisphere. Peck is his
usual stiff self, and his doomed romance with
Ava Gardner’s alcoholic Moira Davidson is the
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stuff of soap opera; but there are impressive
supporting turns by Anthony Perkins, as Lt.
Peter Holmes, an Australian officer trying to
prepare his wife for the inevitable, and Fred
Astaire, in his first dramatic role, as fatalistic
scientist Julian Osborn, who decides to take
some risks in the face of annihilation. Ultimately, Kramer’s earnestness in treating the
subject goes a long way towards compensating for any shortcomings. Recommended.
(F. Swietek)

The Party HHH

Kino, 99 min., not rated, DVD:
$19.95, Blu-ray: $29.95

The only non–Pink Panther collaboration between
director Blake Edwards and
legendary comic actor Peter Sellers, The Party offers
a modern take on a silent movie comedy,
with Sellers starring as Hrundi V. Bakshi, an
accident-prone East Indian actor who, after
wreaking havoc on the set of an expensive
picture, is accidentally invited to a big-time
Hollywood dinner party. From that basic
premise, a series of escalating visual gags are
developed around the chaos that Bakshi inadvertently unleashes in a magnificent home
featuring indoor ponds and an electronic
control panel that operates retractable bars
and floors. Although Edwards started with
a script, he largely improvised with Sellers
and the supporting cast. What could be an
offensive ethnic-stereotype character is less a
caricature than a benevolent, well-meaning
outsider thanks to Sellers’ fine performance.
Steve Franken costars as Levinson, a waiter
who keeps knocking back drinks he’s supposed to be passing out to guests and ends up
stumbling through the gathering in a drunken daze, and Claudine Longet is Michele
Monet, a sweet-natured young actress who
relates to the out-of-place and unfailingly
polite Bakshi. The elaborately choreographed
fun ends with a baby elephant and a bubble
bath that takes over the house. While not as
fall-down-funny as the best Pink Panther movies, The Party does boast a certain purity and
comic grace, with a colorful design and a superb Henri Mancini score. Remastered for its
Blu-ray debut and re-release on DVD, extras
include vintage behind-the-scenes featurettes
and profiles of Edwards, associate producer
Ken Wales, and executive producer Walter
Mirisch. Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

A Summer Story HHH
Kino, 95 min., PG-13, DVD:
$24.95

James Wilby and Imogen
Stubbs star in this melancholy 1988 drama based
on John Galsworthy’s 1916
short story “The Apple Tree,”
adapted for the screen by Penelope Mortimer.
Set in 1904, A Summer Story finds young
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London barrister Frank Ashton (Wilby) taking a long walk through a pastoral Dartmoor
when he sprains his ankle. Recuperating at
a nearby farm owned by the widowed Mrs.
Narracombe (Susannah York), Frank falls in
love with her niece, Megan (Stubbs), an innocent who has never been in a city and has
been pursued for years by Mrs. Narracombe’s
loutish son, Joe (Jerome Flynn). As Mrs. Narracombe and Joe express their displeasure at
the budding romance, Frank and Megan decide to elope, but when he goes to the seaside
town of Torquay to make arrangements, his
return to Megan is delayed and he encounters
old school chum Phil (John Elmes) and the
latter’s beautiful sister Stella (Sophie Ward).
Handsomely directed by Piers Haggard, the
film offers wonderfully contrasting textures:
the grit of sheep-shearing, the darkness of a
hayloft where Frank and Megan make love,
and the carnival-like atmosphere of Torquay’s
shore, among others. Wilby and Stubbs both
shine in this visually arresting and narratively
engaging film. Recommended. (T. Keogh)

The Unforgiven HHH

Kino, 125 min., not rated,
DVD: $19.95, Blu-ray: $29.95

John Huston’s 1960 Western, adapted from the novel
by Alan Le May, could be a
companion piece to John
Ford’s earlier masterpiece
The Searchers (also based on a Le May book).
Both explore the hatred and violence between white settlers and Indian tribes and
the complicated loyalties of family when
bloodlines cross racial boundaries. Burt Lancaster stars as Ben Zachary, the eldest son in a
frontier family who takes charge as patriarch
after the death of their father, and Audrey
Hepburn is his adopted sister Rachel, who we
soon discover is a child of the Kiowa, taken
as an infant and raised as a white woman.
When a stranger stirs up trouble by revealing the truth, the neighbors turn against
the Zacharys, while the Kiowa attack to take
back Rachel. The casting of Hepburn as a
Native American is a stretch (although not
unusual for the era), and the film isn’t sure
how to handle the clear attraction between
the adoptive siblings, but the portrait of
racial tensions and prejudice is interesting,
and Audie Murphy delivers one of his best
performances as angry brother Cash, whose
hatred of the Indians turns him against his
own clan. The superb cast also includes John
Saxon, Charles Bickford, Albert Salmi, and
Lillian Gish as the Zachary matriarch, who
has kept her daughter’s origins a secret all
these years. Remastered for its Blu-ray debut
and re-release on DVD, this is recommended.
(S. Axmaker)

Viva Las Vegas HHH

Warner, 85 min., not rated, Blu-ray: $27.98

This 1964 feature isn’t really any smarter,
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funnier, or more dramatic
than the other silly romps
that Elvis Presley made in
the ’60s, but there’s something magic in the pairing
of Presley with screen spitfire Ann-Margret, the only
female costar to ever make Presley compete
for the spotlight (Colonel Tom Parker, Elvis’s
manager, made sure that Elvis never again
acted opposite such a dynamic performer).
The disposable script has down-on-his-luck
racecar driver Lucky Jackson (Presley) losing
his bankroll in a swimming pool stunt and
being lured off course to pursue Rusty Martin
(Ann-Margret). Director George Sidney, a
veteran of classic MGM Technicolor musicals,
gives even the silliest numbers an oomph
that is sometimes missing from Presley’s
other song-fests of the era: everything here is
colorful, glamorous, and sexy fun. Elvis sings
“C’mon, Everybody” and makes Ray Charles’
“What’d I Say” all his own, while sex-kitten
Ann-Margret whips up a storm with her
wild-child go-go moves. This 50th anniversary edition features the same extras as an
earlier Blu-ray release—audio commentary by
music journalist Steve Pond (author of Elvis
in Hollywood), and the featurette “Kingdom:
Elvis in Hollywood”—but it’s now packaged
in a 40-page digi-book featuring stills, art,
and film notes. Recommended for those
who don’t already own the earlier version.
(S. Axmaker)

Boxed Foreign Sets
The Female Gaze (Film
Movement, DVD: 7 discs,
$79.95). This boxed collec t ion i ncludes seven
contemporary films from
female filmmakers around
the globe: Arcadia (VL-9/13
HHH), Foreign Letters (VL9/12 HHH), The Forest for the Trees (VL-3/07
HHH), Inch’allah Dimanche, Madeinusa, Queen
of Hearts (VL-9/12 HHH), and Watchtower (VL5/14 HHH). Also newly available are the boxed
sets Beyond Borders (DVD: 3 discs, $39.95) and
Faces of Israel (DVD: 4 discs, $49.95).

Online
Visit Video Librarian Online (www.
videolibrarian.com) during November
and December for DVD/Blu-ray-specific
comments added to the video movies
reviewed here, as well as new reviews,
including current films such as 22 Jump
Street, And So It Goes, Begin Again, Dawn of
the Planet of the Apes, Earth to Echo, Hercules, If I Stay, Land Ho!, Life of Crime, Magic
in the Moonlight, Manakamana, Planes: Fire
& Rescue, Tammy, and much more!
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TV on Video
Almost Human: The
Complete Series HH1/2

Warner, 3 discs, 558 min., not
rated, DVD: $35.99

A mix of cop drama and
sci-fi thriller, Almost Human is an odd-couple buddy
show set in the future, where
technology has given criminals dangerous
tools, and the police force is augmented with
androids designed to take the brunt of violence. Karl Urban plays old-school detective
John Kennex, the squad maverick who prefers
to go solo, while Michael Ealy is Dorian, an
android designed to have emotions and learn
human behavior. Although previous models
malfunctioned—feelings conflicted with the
logic of programming—Dorian impresses
John with his loyalty, commitment, and
sense of humor. Clever banter is interspersed
throughout the action scenes as the partners
take on high-tech gangs, genetically enhanced criminals, assassins with innovative
weapons, illegal biotechnology, and deadly
hackers. Minka Kelly plays beautiful and
brilliant investigator Valerie Stahl, Mackenzie
Crook is eccentric tech expert Rudy Lom, and
Lili Taylor is Sandra Maldonado, the captain
who trusts John’s instincts—if not necessarily
his decisions. Created by Fringe producer J.H.
Wyman, Almost Human is an old-fashioned
police drama set in a sci-fi universe (with an
impressive futuristic design and expensive
special effects) that mostly works because of
the terrific chemistry between stars Urban
and Ealy. Compiling all 13 episodes from
the 2013–14 first (and only) season as part of
Warner Archive’s manufacture-on-demand
line, extras include footage from the 2013
Comic-Con panel with the creators and
cast, deleted scenes, and a gag reel. A strong
optional purchase. (S. Axmaker)

Arrow: The Complete
Second Season HHH

Warner, 1,014 min., not rated,
DVD: 5 discs, $59.98; Blu-ray/
DVD Combo: 9 discs, $69.98.

In this second season of
the CW’s superhero series
based on the Green Arrow
comic books, the vigilante previously nicknamed “The Hood” is rechristened “The
Arrow,” vows to no longer kill his opponents,
and receives his iconic mask from a visiting scientist. Arrow retains its urban gothic
atmosphere, high-tech secret headquarters,
and civilian support team, with domestic
melodrama playing out in the public and
private life of Arrow’s human identity, Oliver
Queen (Stephen Amell), a once-spoiled rich
kid attempting to take hold of the family business in the thoroughly corrupt metropolis
of Starling City. This set adds another selfproclaimed crime fighter from the comics,
Black Canary (Caity Lotz), who shares history
with Oliver (seen in flashbacks as an ordeal
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on a tropical island prison full of killers),
and the season also serves up a new criminal
threat masterminded by Slade Wilson (Manu
Bennett), who holds a grudge against Oliver.
Oliver also has a falling out with his mother
(Susanna Thompson)—facing trial for her
part in an earlier conspiracy—who runs for
mayor. A fan favorite for the youth-skewing
network, Arrow is one of TV’s superhero
success stories. Compiling all 23 episodes
aired in the 2013–14 second season, extras
include a bonus “recap” of earlier installments, behind-the-scenes featurettes, a 2013
Comic-Con panel, unaired scenes, and a gag
reel. Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

The Best of the Danny
Kaye Show HHH1/2

MVD Visual, 2 discs, 300 min.,
not rated, DVD: $24.95

From 1963 to 1967, Danny
Kaye’s weekly variety show
on CBS served as an Emmy
Award-winning showcase
for the versatile performer’s rich range of musical comedy talents. This DVD set compiles
six episodes that offer a wealth of surprises
ranging from Rod Serling doing a brilliant
self-parody of his Twilight Zone persona to
Jack Benny making an unbilled guest spot in
a Cleopatra-inspired sequence. Kaye is in his
element sharing the musical spotlight with
the likes of Ella Fitzgerald, Harry Belafonte
(doing a “Hava Nagila” duet and waltzing
together in a riff on “Shall We Dance?”), Liza
Minnelli, Greek singing star Nana Mouskouri
(in her U.S. television debut), and Gene Kelly.
Comedy skits feature then-unknowns Jamie
Farr, Harvey Korman, and Joyce Van Patten as
part of Kaye’s ensemble, with the star shining
as a too-nervous character who is steamrolled
by rambunctious strangers (including Art
Carney as an overbearing repairman, and
Jackie Cooper as a too-loud airplane passenger). While Kaye engages in self-indulgent
shtick on more than a few occasions, he was
clearly enjoying himself and that sense of
fun carried over to his costars—indeed, one
of the funniest moments here finds Belafonte
flubbing a line and then laughing uncontrollably thanks to Kaye’s clowning. Highly
recommended. (P. Hall)

The Blacklist: The
Complete First Season
HHH

Sony, 5 discs, 939 min., not
rated, DVD: $69.99, Blu-ray:
$75.99

James Spader stars in this
high-concept conspiracy/
espionage thriller as renegade government
agent Raymond “Red” Reddington, a man
who after decades of going rogue in the
international criminal underworld turns
himself in to the FBI—offering to help catch
the world’s worst criminals. The catch is that
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he will be free to continue his own operations (so the targets will not suspect him of
betrayal) and will only work with young
profiler Liz Keen (Megan Boone), who is
fresh from Quantico and lacks field experience. Red has an almost paternal affection
for her, but their exact relationship is left up
in the air at season’s end. The episodes are
generally built around efforts to take down
the villain of the week, while larger narrative
threads (including an elaborate surveillance
operation targeting Agent Keen) are woven
throughout. A slick show with lots of action
and ambiguous figures, The Blacklist wraps
its dark conspiracies in high-end production
values, but there’s not much personality to
the supporting cast (including Harry Lennix
as unit boss Harold Cooper, stuck in a dimensionless role) or the recurring shadow players
in the government power games (Alan Alda
and Jane Alexander), let alone the bland
Keen or her veteran partner, Agent Ressler
(Diego Klattenhoff). Spader carries it all, but
he’s a heavyweight, lifting the show with
a terrific performance. Compiling all 22
episodes from the 2013–14 premiere season,
extras include episode commentaries and
behind-the-scenes featurettes (the Blu-ray
release also features additional featurettes).
Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Boardwalk Empire: The
Complete Fourth Season
HHH
HBO, 4 discs, 720 min., TVMA, DVD: $59.99, Blu-ray:
$79.98

The penultimate fourth
season of this HBO original
series, which is set in the world of organized
crime during the Prohibition era of the 1920s,
introduces new characters to the story of
Atlantic City bootlegger Nucky Thompson
(Steve Buscemi) and his struggle to maintain
control as Arnold Rothstein (Michael Stuhlbarg) in New York and Al Capone (Stephen
Graham) in Chicago extend their reach. Jeffrey Wright plays Harlem power broker Valentin Narcisse, who runs his criminal activities
beneath a façade of social works and tries to
muscle in on Nucky’s territory, while Nucky
teams up with Florida speakeasy owner Sally
Wheet (Patricia Arquette) to set up a liquor
pipeline from the Caribbean, even as he tries
to lie low when the FBI increases its investigations. The show features family drama as well,
with Nucky’s estranged wife, Margaret (Kelly
Macdonald), turning her back on his life and
money, and his brother, Eli (Shea Whigham),
torn in his loyalties when Nucky recruits Eli’s
son into the bootlegging business. Also on
hand is Jack Huston as Richard Harrow, the
disfigured war veteran whose torments have
made him a fan favorite. A handsome show
with high production values, top-notch actors, complex characters, and a vivid period
feel, Boardwalk Empire has earned critical ac-
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claim and a strong following. Compiling all
12 episodes from 2013, extras include episode
commentaries, behind-the-scenes featurettes,
and a season three recap. Exclusive to the
Blu-ray release are a PaleyFest cast and crew
Q&A panel, and interactive features. Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Breathless HH

PBS, 2 discs, 270 min., not
rated, DVD: $34.99, Blu-ray:
$39.99

British drama continues
to mine the successful vein
of TV shows that are set in
the recent past with this
1960s medical melodrama
featuring characters involved in various
affairs and compromising situations. Jack
Davenport is Otto Powell, the suave top
doctor at a London hospital who performs
a secret, illegal abortion in the first episode.
He’s a married man but is immediately
smitten with a new young nurse, Angela
(Catherine Steadman), whose sister Jean (Zoe
Boyle) leaves nursing for what turns out to be
a miserable marriage to philandering physician Richard Truscott (Oliver Chris). There’s
a little bit of Mad Men in the show’s take
on gender roles—both in the professional
world and in personal relationships—but the
comparison only reveals the shortcomings of
Breathless, which is ultimately a soap opera
dressed in handsome period detail. There are
troubled marriages, affairs, terrible secrets, a
sinister police inspector (Iain Glen of Game
of Thrones) engaged in blackmail, and by the
end of the run even a murder. Unfortunately,
it’s also confusing, overly complicated, and
far less provocative than the subject matter
suggests. The six-part series played in 2014
in three 90-minute segments on Masterpiece Mystery! in the U.S., even though it’s
no mystery and the crime drama aspect
is minimal. Although the final piece ends
with the promise of new tales, the show
was canceled, leaving storylines hanging.
Optional. (S. Axmaker)

Californication: The Final
Season HH
Paramount, 2 discs, 337 min.,
not rated, DVD: $46.99

This Showtime original
series spent seven years
playing with the stereotype of the brilliant artist
who defies all sense of social propriety and
personal responsibility in a self-absorbed
bender that the show passes off as creative
rebellion. Acclaimed New York novelist Hank
Moody (David Duchovny) moved to Los
Angeles and slipped into a life of sex, drugs,
and self-destructive choices when he was left
by the love of his life, Karen (Natascha McElhone). The final season tries to give Hank an
opportunity at redemption: introducing a
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grown son that he never knew about (from a
romance before he met Karen), and getting
him a job on the writing staff of a bad TV
cop show. Meanwhile, Hank and Karen’s best
friends, Charlie and Marcy (Evan Handler
and Pamela Adlon), are back together and
struggling with their complicated sex lives.
Michael Imperioli guest stars as Rick Rath,
the TV executive who hires Hank; Oliver
Cooper is Hank’s needy, immature, socially
awkward son, Levon; and Heather Graham
is Levon’s devoted, still-single mother, Julia.
Duchovny’s cheeky charm still makes the
show watchable, but especially here at the
end the series offers little value as either social
satire or a portrait of artists in a commercial
culture. Compiling all 12 episodes from the
2014 seventh and last season, this is optional,
at best. (S. Axmaker)

Castle: The Complete
Sixth Season HHH

Buena Vista, 5 discs, 984 min.,
TV-14, DVD: $45.99

At last! Wedding bells
may ring for Castle and
Beckett, following five seasons in which bestselling
mystery novelist turned special advisor to
the NYPD Richard Castle (Nathan Fillion)
circled around and flirted with Detective Kate
Beckett (Stana Katic) before finally proposing. The couple spend time here planning
their dream nuptials, but their partnership
undergoes a real strain when Beckett takes
a new position as an FBI special agent in
Washington, DC, one that requires her to
keep cases secret from Castle, although things
quickly improve when she returns to her old
New York job. Meanwhile, Castle’s daughter,
Alexis (Molly C. Quinn), drops out of college
and moves in with her first serious boyfriend
(bringing out the concerned parent in Castle),
and Castle meets his father (who turns out
to be a secret agent, played by James Brolin).
One episode finds the squad pretending to be
back in the ’70s (complete with old TV cop
show swagger and fashions) to help an addled
witness recall a long-ago crime, and the finale
delivers a wedding day cliffhanger. Breezy
and self-aware, Castle delivers lively team
camaraderie, a self-referential sense of humor,
and crimes that all sport some kind of clever
twist—just like a mass-market paperback
mystery. Compiling all 23 episodes from the
2013–14 sixth season, extras include episode
commentaries, behind-the-scenes featurettes,
deleted scenes, and bloopers. Recommended.
(S. Axmaker)

Chicago P.D.: Season One HHH

Universal, 4 discs, 680 min., not rated, DVD:
$44.98

Reigning mogul of network TV crime
dramas Dick Wolf’s latest franchise, based
in the Windy City, is a solid, solemn cop
saga about an elite squad of relentless

46

street investigators that is
spun-off from the unlikely
hit Chicago Fire (on the
dangerous lives and loves
of firefighters). Some of the
cops on Chicago P.D. were
originally seen on Chicago
Fire, and here are part of
an Intelligence Unit tasked
with using wily undercover operations,
crack procedural techniques, and plenty
of brute force to combat street crime. The
boss is Sergeant Hank Voight (Jason Beghe),
a former Internal Affairs investigator with a
reputation for dirty dealings and cracking
heads. Beghe makes him into a somewhat
slimy and scary figure with a sandpaper
growl and a type-A presence that defines the
unit. When a perp is not forthcoming with
information, his favorite line is “Gimme a
room and 20 minutes.” The rest of the unit
is a well-rounded posse of hard, unwavering underlings who favor black jeans and
leather jackets while fighting street gangs,
corruption, domestic terrorists, killers, and
kidnappers. Especially notable are Elias
Koteas as a grizzled undercover cop, and
Jon Seda as a brash detective. This is a Dick
Wolf machine that is well-oiled in all the
right places, including the casting of small
roles, and the consistently crisp writing.
Compiling all 15 episodes from the 2014
debut season, extras include bonus episodes
from Chicago Fire. Recommended. (T. Fry)

The Eagle—A Crime
Odyssey: Season 1
HHH

MHz, 3 discs, 457 min., in
Danish with English subtitles,
not rated, DVD: $39.95

The Eagle is a fine international police procedural
from Denmark that ran for three seasons
starting in 2004. The title character is police
officer Hallgrim Hallgrimsson (Jens Albinus), nicknamed “The Eagle” for his keen
expertise in solving homicides. This skill
comes at a price, of course: he’s a tortured
and tormented soul coping with personal
tragedy, flashbacks, and a touch of PTSD from
some sort of early life trauma. That makes for
an engaging mix of character interaction as
Hallgrim is charged with gathering an elite
team of experts in their field for a new special
investigative unit that will face an array of
criminal activities, terrorist threats, Russian
mobsters, and other challenges. The show
also brings some of their backstories to the
fore to make the human affairs (including
romance) as much a part of the narrative as
the dangerous unraveling of crime. The stories unfold in Denmark, Iceland, and Norway,
sometimes spilling over into other European
locations. Compiling all eight episodes from
the first season, this is a solid foreign TV
drama. Recommended. (T. Fry)
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Elementary: The Second
Season HHH
Paramount, 6 discs, 1,031
min., not rated, DVD: $64.99

Just as inventive in its
ow n way as t he clever
British series Sherlock, this
American updating of the
character of Sherlock Holmes presents Sherlock (Jonny Lee Miller) as a recovering addict
starting over in New York City, and Dr. Joan
Watson (Lucy Liu) as a former surgeon turned
sober companion who proves to be a talented
investigator in her own right—with both
contributing their skills to the crime-solving
efforts of police captain Thomas Gregson
(Aidan Quinn). The first season ended by
introducing the characters of Moriarty and
Irene Adler (in a very inventive way), while
the second opens with Sherlock returning
to London at the request of his estranged
brother, Mycroft (Rhys Ifans), in order to
help Sherlock’s former Scotland Yard partner
Lestrade (Sean Pertwee), who is a rather ineffective detective (without Sherlock pointing
the way). Both Mycroft and Lestrade eventually make their way to New York and back
into Sherlock’s life. Meanwhile, Sherlock has
to face the consequences of his arrogance
when his actions result in serious injury to his
colleague, Detective Marcus Bell (Jon Michael
Hill), and the set ends with Sherlock butting
heads with Mycroft after they’re forced to
work together on a case. Offering an interesting reinterpretation of Holmes—allowing
Sherlock to evolve and even become a sponsor
to another addict—Elementary has garnered
solid ratings and loyal fans. Compiling all 24
episodes from the 2013–14 second season,
extras include behind-the-scenes featurettes,
deleted scenes, and a gag reel. Recommended.
(S. Axmaker)

The Goldbergs: The
Complete First Season
H
Sony, 3 discs, 495 min., not
rated, DVD: $45.99

T he comedy ma x i m,
“It’s funny ‘cause it’s true”
certainly doesn’t apply to
The Goldbergs. Set in the 1980s in suburban
Philadelphia, this semi-autobiographical
sitcom is based on show creator Adam F.
Goldberg’s own family. And it’s just what we
need in primetime: another dysfunctional
unit in which the father (Jeff Garlin) calls his
children morons, the matriarch (the usually
appealing Wendi McLendon-Covey) is an
overbearing “smother,” and the preferred
mode of communication is yelling at and insulting each other. Older brother Barry (Troy
Gentile) is a particularly obnoxious character;
delusional, entitled, and unpleasant, he makes
Axl on The Middle look like John Boy on The
Waltons. As the grandfather, George Segal’s
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effortless charm goes a long way towards
redeeming his character, who is at once an
addled geezer and a womanizer. The show’s
central conceit has Adam (Sean Giambrone),
the geeky youngest member, using a video
camera to capture his tumultuous family
life. A miscast Patton Oswalt narrates as the
grown-up Adam, summoning up inevitable
comparisons to the vastly superior and more
heartfelt The Wonder Years. The only wonder
here is how The Goldbergs got on the air.
Compiling all 23 episodes from the 2013-14
first season, extras include episode commentaries and behind-the-scenes featurettes. Not
recommended. (D. Liebenson)

The Good Wife: The Fifth
Season HHH1/2
Sony, 6 discs, 949 min., not
rated, DVD: $64.99

An example of the rare
network drama that has improved over time, The Good
Wife delivers both a clever
and engaging legal show with interesting
twists and offbeat characters, and an adult
drama featuring real stakes and consequences
for every choice made—personal and professional. The complications in this season arrive immediately as Alicia Florrick (Julianna
Margulies), an associate at the high-powered
Chicago law firm Lockhart & Gardner, plots
to start a new enterprise with fellow associate Cary (Matt Czuchry)—engaging in a
secretive scheme that turns into a war with
former colleagues Will (Josh Charles) and
Diane (Christine Baranski). The split not
only forces Kalinda (Archie Panjabi) to take
sides, but also creates tension with the office
of Governor Peter Florrick (Chris Noth), who
is still Alicia’s husband—if only in name (and
in public). The ensemble expands this season
with Jason O’Mara playing mob-connected
lawyer Damian Boyle, while Nathan Lane,
Carrie Preston, and Michael J. Fox all return
in recurring roles. Compiling all 22 episodes
from the 2013–14 fifth season, extras include
behind-the-scenes featurettes, deleted scenes,
a gag reel, and a music video. A smart, engaging adult drama with some of TV’s best roles
for women, this is highly recommended.
(S. Axmaker)

Hell on Wheels: The
Complete Third Season
HHH
Entertainment One, 3 discs,
430 min., not rated, DVD:
$39.98, Blu-ray: $49.98

The title of AMC’s brooding Western refers to a nomadic, multi-ethnic itinerant boomtown of
immigrants, fortune-seekers, freed slaves, and
renegades laying the Union Pacific railway
line to the Rockies shortly after the Civil War.
The show’s hero, Cullen Bohannon (Anson
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Mount), a Confederate veteran who seems to
be the only person capable of inspiring the
restive population of Hell on Wheels, here
wrests the job of chief engineer away from
his onetime employer, Thomas “Doc” Durant
(Colm Meaney), a colorfully crooked businessman from the East. While placing the tracks
down and facing hostile Indians, a cholera
epidemic, and homicidal Mormons, the two
men fight for personal control of the project.
In Cullen’s case, the motivation for his actions
stems in part from his relentless desire for
revenge against the Union—specifically, he’s
hoping to find the soldiers from Sherman’s
army who killed his wife; but in this season
he’s also interested in taking the high ground
and making the community something better
than what the scheming Durant envisions.
While not quite as powerful as the preceding run, and suffering from more than a few
anachronisms (a lipstick-lesbian reporter from
New York snooping around, for one), this set
nevertheless continues the series’ hallmarks
of compelling characters and shocking twists.
Compiling all 10 episodes from the 2013 third
season, extras include behind-the-scenes featurettes. Recommended. (C. Cassady)

Ja’mie Private School
Girl HH

HBO, 2 discs, 180 min., TVMA, DVD: $29.98

Mean girls are apparently
the same the world over, at
least judging by Australian
comedian Chris Lilley, who
transforms himself into the worst of the type
in this six-episode series co-produced for HBO
and Australian TV and aired in 2013. Lilley
spun off the character of Ja’mie (pronounced
jah-MAY) King from another TV venture, and
she’s every inch a privileged, self-centered
brat, striving to be tops at her school in
popularity and achievement, but revealing
herself to be a cold, shallow, horrible person.
Wealthy and pampered by her enabling parents and friends, Ja’mie is on track to graduate
as captain of Hillford Girls Grammar, a private
school in Sydney. The improv-heavy, sketchbased story arc observes her angry, oblivious,
petulant, sex-crazed, racist antics with attentive detail in a handheld mockumentary
style. Conniving and cackling with her posse
of “quiche” friends (that’s one step up from
“hot”), Ja’mie looks down on the world, and is
either coveting or contemptuous of whatever
she sees. Lilley’s in-drag characterization is
so authentic that his impersonation almost
stops registering as farce; in fact, if Ja’mie
were played by an actual 17-year-old girl, the
show would be genuinely appalling. Lilley’s
brand of humor is an acquired taste: fans of
his shows Angry Boys and Summer Heights High
may be amused, but Ja’mie will turn a lot of
people off. Extras include behind-the-scenes
featurettes, deleted scenes, and bloopers.
Optional, at best. (T. Fry)
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Labyrinth H1/2

Lionsgate, 180 min., not rated,
DVD: $19.98

T h i s 2 01 2 t w o - p a r t
miniseries is based on Kate
Mosse’s 2005 novel, which
apparently placed as the
number two bestseller in
the U.K. in 2006 after The Da Vinci Code.
Here, a peering, wide-eyed archaeologist
(Vanessa Kirby) stumbles across a special
ring, enters a creepy cave, and discovers a
past world set during the Cathar religious
massacres in medieval France. Shift to Crusades-era France, where a waif-ish heroine
(Jessica Brown Findlay) helps protect Holy
Grail-ish books while also dealing with her
cad husband and evil half-sister. Bouncing
back and forth between these two timelines
(presumably through the archaeologist’s visions), Labyrinth should be more interesting
than it is, especially with the boost of Harry
Potter alumni John Hurt and Tom Felton.
But the disjointed storyline is jam-packed
with shrug-worthy moments as it moves
between contemporary attempts to discover
the secrets of the book, slow-motion battles,
and countless instances of people being tortured for information—not to mention some
gratuitous nudity (one especially off-putting
sex scene includes pointed eye contact with
a dog) that adds nothing to the story. Extras
include a “making-of” featurette. Not a necessary purchase. (J. Williams-Wood)

Last Tango in Halifax:
The Complete Season
Two HHH

BBC, 2 discs, 347 min., not
rated, DVD: $34.98

Fans of the first season
of this BBC comedy-drama
will be happy to find that
septuagenarian widowers Alan (Derek Jacobi)
and Celia (Anne Reid) finally tie the knot during the second season. But in many respects,
the late-in-life relationship between the
former childhood sweethearts who reunite
over half a century later plays second fiddle
to the problems facing their children and
grandchildren. Alan’s high-strung daughter, Gillian (Nicola Walker), struggles with
memories of her husband’s death, as well as
her son’s sudden unexpected fatherhood,
and a one-night stand with the divorced
husband of Caroline (Sarah Lancashire), who
is Celia’s daughter. Caroline, meanwhile,
finds her romance with a fellow teacher
undermined by her gay partner’s desire for a
child. Writer Sally Wainwright’s continuation
of her domestic saga isn’t quite as fetching as
the previous season—some of the twists have
a melodramatic tone that strains credulity,
although the writing also possesses welcome
counterbalancing humor. The acting remains
strong, however, with Jacobi and Reid making
a charming couple despite the character flaws
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they occasionally exhibit, and the rest of the
cast providing stellar support. While the last
episode doesn’t conclude with a cliffhanger
per se, it certainly leaves enough plot strands
unresolved to leave the door open for a third
run. Compiling all six episodes from season
two, aired on PBS in 2014, this is recommended. (F. Swietek)

Marvel’s Agents
of S.H.I.E.L.D.: The
Complete First Season
HHH

Buena Vista, 5 discs, 938 min.,
TV-PG, DVD: $45.99, Blu-ray:
$79.99

The first TV series set
within the fabric of the Marvel Cinematic
Universe takes place in the aftermath of The
Avengers and gives Agent Phil Coulson (Clark
Gregg) his own special operations team to
locate and help “gifted” beings before the
bad guys can get to them. Developed for TV
by Joss Whedon and overseen by his regular
collaborators Jed Whedon and Maurissa
Tancharoen, Marvel’s Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.
resurrects Coulson (he only apparently died
in The Avengers), who forges a group that
includes bad-ass battle veteran Melinda May
(Ming-Na Wen), hunky field agent Grant
Ward (Brett Dalton), science-squad duo Leo
Fitz and Jemma Simmons (Iain De Caestecker
and Elizabeth Henstridge), and rebel hacktivist turned newest corps member Skye (Chloe
Bennet). The young agents aren’t really very
interesting or charismatic, and the episodes
rehash familiar stories and situations—but
the show does sport great production values,
impressive action scenes, and solid guest
stars from the movies (including Samuel
L. Jackson as Agent Fury), not to mention
the Whedon brand of pop-culture riffing
and humor. The storyline pivots around the
events of Captain America: The Winter Soldier,
sending the narrative in a new and more interesting direction; in fact, the final chapters
are more engaging, promising a better second
season. Compiling all 22 episodes from the
2013–14 debut run, extras include episode
commentaries, the TV special “Marvel Studios: Assembling a Universe,” production
featurettes, and the 2013 Comic-Con panel
presentation. Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

The Marx Brothers TV
Collection HHH

Shout! Factory, 3 discs, 630
min., not rated, DVD: $39.98

Groucho, Chico, and
Harpo Marx found new opportunities awaiting them
on TV once their big-screen
comedies lost favor. This compilation collects a potpourri of their TV appearances
throughout the 1950s and ‘60s, from fulllength programs to variety show skits to TV
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commercials. Chico and Harpo star in “The
Incredible Jewel Robbery,” a 1959 episode
from the General Electric Theater anthology
show that plays like a silent movie comedy
short, while Groucho takes his only dramatic
TV role in “The Hold Out” from 1962, which
co-stars Brooke Hayward and Dennis Hopper.
Harpo guest stars on the premiere episode of
The Red Skelton Hour, as a whimsical guardian angel, and does a turn as a World War I
soldier in a pantomime duet with Skelton.
Harpo also hits the links for a round of “Celebrity Golf” with Sam Snead, while Chico
plays “Championship Bridge with Charles
Goren” and does his best Harpo impression
on I’ve Got a Secret. Whereas Groucho tried
out different characters in his numerous TV
appearances and Chico adjusted his screen
personality to varying degrees, Harpo was always Harpo. He never speaks, but he does lose
the wig and hat for the DuPont Show episode
“A Silent Panic,” playing a mechanical man
in a store window. In addition to the main
TV episodes, the set features a collection of
bonus TV clips, Marx family home movies,
and a 40-page booklet with an essay, photos,
and annotated program guide. While none
of the material (over 50 items) matches the
trio’s best work on the silver screen, there are
some exciting finds in this well-curated and
interesting vintage TV compilation. Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

The Mindy Project:
Season Two HHH

Universal, 3 discs, 477 min.,
not rated, DVD: $29.98

This sitcom created by
and starring Mindy Kaling
(a costar and writer on The
Office) opens with her character, Dr. Mindy Lahiri—a thirtysomething
OB/GYN and New York single looking for
true love—doing missionary work in Haiti
with her minister boyfriend, Casey (Anders
Holm). But almost immediately illness sends
Mindy back to New York, where she’s soon
re-immersed in office politics and romantic
complications. This season finds Mindy a
little more grown up, a little less shallow,
and decidedly more certain about what she
wants in a relationship. Meanwhile, the clever
banter and comic situations continue to entertain as the show balances standalone episodes with ongoing storylines—notably the
secretive romance between Mindy and her
associate Danny (Chris Messina), an attraction brewing since the beginning. Adam Pally
joins the cast as new partner Peter, alongside
Danny and Jeremy (Ed Weeks). Along with
recurring guest stars Mark Duplass and Chloë
Sevigny, there’s also James Franco as Mindy’s
very popular (and temporary) “replacement”
in the partnership, Glenn Howerton as a
new love interest, Jenna Elfman as an image
consultant, and Anna Gunn as a doctor to
celebrities. The workplace and romantic ele-

N O V E M B E R / D E C E M B E R

2 0 1 4

ments are well balanced, the cast chemistry
is excellent, and Kaling delivers the goods as
a strong and interesting woman in a professional setting. Compiling all 22 episodes from
the 2013–14 second season, extras include
deleted scenes and a gag reel. Recommended.
(S. Axmaker)

The Musketeers HH1/2
BBC, 3 discs, 578 min., not
rated, DVD: $34.98, Blu-ray:
$39.98

This new BBC take on
Alexandre Dumas’s classic
swashbuckling adventure
adds modern filmmaking
techniques and more humor to the familiar
story. Luke Pasqualino is handsome countryboy swordsman D’Artagnan, who comes to
Paris seeking revenge for the death of his
father and ends up joining forces with the
Musketeers—serious Athos (Tom Burke),
scrappy Porthos (Howard Charles), and philandering Aramis (Santiago Cabrera)—against
the schemes of Cardinal Richelieu (Peter
Capaldi). While following the novel’s general
outlines—we have the foppish king (Ryan
Gage), the savvy queen (Alexandra Dowling),
the married young Constance (Tamla Kari)
for D’Artagnan to fall in love with, and the
scheming Milady (Maimie McCoy) working
for Richelieu—it’s more episodic than epic,
with each segment revolving around a new
plot set in place to frame the Musketeers (who
are beyond the cardinal’s control), manipulate the king, or discredit the throne. This version features a mixed race Porthos, a product
of the slums who is a social outcast—except
in the brotherhood of the Musketeers, where
ability and loyalty are the measure of a man.
Although it’s a fun and breezy show with
attractive young characters and caper-style
stories in Old World settings (the Czech
Republic stands in for 17th-century Paris),
there’s ultimately not much substance to the
roles or the scripts. Compiling all 10 episodes
from the 2014 debut season, extras include
behind-the-scenes featurettes. A strong optional purchase. (S. Axmaker)

Once Upon a Time: The
Complete Third Season
HH1/2

Buena Vista, 5 discs, 946 min.,
TV-PG, DVD: $45.99, Blu-ray:
$79.99

Newcomers to Once Upon
a Time will likely be pretty
befuddled by the central conceit of having a
huge cast of fairy tale characters warp between
fantasy realms and alternate lives in the real
world. Season three begins on a sea voyage
captained by Hook (Colin O’Donoghue) to
the new setting of Neverland, where an evil
Peter Pan (Robbie Kay) has captured heroic
young Henry (Jared S. Gilmore), grandson of
Snow White (Ginnifer Goodwin) and Prince
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Charming (Josh Dallas). Although the Evil
Queen’s (Lana Parrilla) curse was broken in
season two, another one is on the way—this
time from Pan, et al. The Wicked Witch of the
West (Rebecca Mader) also has some trouble
in mind planned for everyone, whether they
exist in the Enchanted Forest or Storybrooke,
ME (and now even New York City). The
show’s ingenious panache binds the worlds
and character dynamics together in a loopy,
loony universe of dramatic make-believe that
is soap-opera-complicated and demands a
healthy interest in literary fantasy. But all of
this creative reach can sometimes exceed the
show’s grasp, and the ambitious execution
occasionally looks a little cheap. The large
cast is a hit-or-miss bunch, although they all
dive into the crazy with gusto (Robert Carlyle
is splendid as ringmaster Rumpelstiltskin).
Compiling all 22 episodes from the 2013-14
third season, extras include episode commentaries, behind-the-scenes featurettes, deleted
scenes, and a bloopers reel (exclusive to the
Blu-ray release is a skit with the show’s writers, and more deleted scenes). Diehard fans
will still appreciate, so consider this a strong
optional purchase. (T. Fry)

The Originals: The
Complete First Season
HH

Warner, 929 min., not rated,
DVD: 5 discs, $59.98; Blu-ray/
DVD Combo: 9 discs, $69.98

This spin-off from The
Vampire Diaries follows the “original vampires”—cruel vamp/werewolf hybrid Klaus
Mikaelson (Joseph Morgan) and his purebred
brother and sister, Elijah (Daniel Gillies) and
Rebekah (Claire Holt)—as they return to New
Orleans to investigate a plot against Klaus. A
century ago, the trio were exiled from the
French Quarter, which their family built
and once ruled, and Klaus’s former protégé
Marcel (Charles Michael Davis) now controls
the underworld with his pack, terrorizing
witches and werewolves alike. “My family
and I have done some terrible things,” Klaus
admits in one episode, which is something
of an understatement. Darker than its parent
show, this new horror melodrama is like the
original Dallas with fangs and black magic:
siblings and friends forever double-crossing
one another for power. The wild card is Hayley (Phoebe Tonkin), a werewolf pregnant
with Klaus’s child; supposedly, the blood of
this baby can make any vampire or werewolf
far more powerful. Yet another series featuring gorgeous young adults with supernatural
abilities and loads of violence and blood, The
Originals’ appeal is likely limited to youthful
fans of gothic soap opera. Compiling all 22
episodes from the 2013–14 first season, extras
include a pilot episode commentary, behindthe-scenes featurettes, and panel discussions
from 2013 Comic-Con and 2014 PaleyFest.
Optional. (S. Axmaker)
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Parks and Recreation:
Season Six HHH1/2

Universal, 3 discs, 557 min.,
not rated, DVD: $39.98

Originally created as a
kind of companion to the
American version of The
Office—and fashioned in
the same mock-documentary/reality-show
style—Parks and Recreation has developed
into the better series, thanks to clever writing, a brilliant ensemble cast, and characters
who have continued to evolve. This set opens
with a trip to London before launching this
season’s stories, which include: efforts by
Pawnee City Councilwoman Leslie Knope
(Amy Poehler) to save rival town Eagleton
from a crisis, a nasty recall campaign to
remove Leslie from office, Ron (Nick Offerman) settling into life as a married man
and father of two girls, and a farewell to
best friends Ann (Rashida Jones) and Chris
(Rob Lowe) as they leave Pawnee (and the
series). Poehler’s supercharged, overextended,
idealistic Leslie remains the center of Parks
and Recreation, but the supporting cast members—who also include Adam Scott, Aubrey
Plaza, Aziz Ansari, and Chris Pratt—are
given room to explore their own characters
and stories, adding to the eccentricities that
make this a very funny satire of small-town
life and politics. Although never a ratings
powerhouse, it remains a critical favorite
with loyal fans. Compiling all 22 episodes
from the 2013–14 sixth season, extras include
behind-the-scenes featurettes, deleted scenes,
a gag reel, and a music video. Recommended.
(S. Axmaker)

Portlandia: Season Four
HHH
VSC, 2 discs, 242 min., not
rated, DVD: $19.95

The cult sketch comedy
series created by and starring
Saturday Night Live alumnus
Fred Armisen and former
Sleater-Kinney guitarist Carrie Brownstein
has become IFC’s most successful original
series, carving a distinctive niche for itself
in pop culture thanks to its hilarious yet
affectionate satire of modern subcultures in
the city of Portland, OR (which could stand
in for many hip college towns). Their familiar characters are back—including feminist
bookstore partners Toni and Candace (who
take on the actual Portland Trailblazers and
their cheer squad in one episode), and bike
punk Spyke and his girlfriend, Iris—as well as
Kyle MacLachlan as the enthusiastic mayor.
And returning guest star Steve Buscemi takes
the spotlight in an episode centering on a
comic conspiracy in the cutthroat produce
industry. With Armisen’s comedy contacts
and Brownstein’s music industry connections, the pair are able to attract a great
variety of guest stars (in this season: k.d. lang,
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Jello Biafra, Michael Nesmith, Maya Rudolph,
and Kirsten Dunst, as well as Olivia Wilde as
an exhibitionist eco-terrorist) who fit in well
with the low-key humor and dead-on satire
of Portland’s collision of hipster, intellectual,
yuppy, activist, foodie, and hypersensitive PC
sensibilities. Presenting all 10 episodes from
the 2014 fourth season, this is recommended.
(S. Axmaker)

Revenge: The Complete
Third Season HHH

Buena Vista, 5 discs, 946 min.,
TV-PG, DVD: $45.99

Though many of its most
ardent fans consider this
third season of the glossy
ABC primetime soap opera
to be a return to the quality of the debut run
following a disappointing sophomore year,
others will feel it is more of the same: a fairly
absurd but almost ridiculously watchable
tale of machinations among the rich and
beautiful set in the glamorous Hamptons.
The linchpin of the plot remains Emily
Thorne’s (Emily VanCamp) determination
to avenge the framing of her father at the
hands of the Grayson family, by marrying
into the clan and destroying it from within,
although she faces a strong rival in conniving
Victoria Grayson’s (Madeleine Stowe) efforts
to outmaneuver her. The third season arc
is cleverly structured, beginning with the
shooting of a major character before flashing
back to six months earlier and following the
events that led up to the gunplay, after which
the labyrinthine narrative continues before
ending in yet another murder that will serve
as a springboard for the next season. Revenge
isn’t really much more than slick trash, but
like the best soaps, it is addictive, with Stowe
in particular continuing to impress as the
devious Victoria. Extras include an audio
commentary, a behind-the-scenes featurette,
deleted scenes, and a blooper reel. A guilty
pleasure, this is recommended. (F. Swietek)

Rosemary’s Baby HH1/2
Lionsgate, 170 min., not rated,
DVD: $19.98, Blu-ray: $19.99

In a bonus feature interview, actress Zoe Saldana insists that this 2014 two-part
miniseries is not a remake of
Roman Polanski’s brilliantly
creepy 1968 film—but it is. The location has
been changed and the time updated to modern-day, but otherwise the narrative doesn’t
stray from either novelist Ira Levin’s original
unnerving premise or Polanski’s sinister take
on witchcraft and devil worship. Rosemary
Woodhouse—an appealingly strong yet
vulnerable Saldana—and her husband, Guy
(Patrick J. Adams), have fled New York to start
anew in Paris (following Rosemary’s miscarriage) with a plum teaching assignment for
Guy at the Sorbonne. They “chance” upon a
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huge apartment in an ornate old building,
complete with high-class neighbors who
seem to have unnatural designs on Rosemary.
Of course, it’s her baby they want, conceived
in a paroxysm of hallucinatory violence with
someone who is decidedly not her husband.
Carole Bouquet and Jason Isaacs are terrific as the mysterious Margaux and Roman
Castevet, whose coven needs Rosemary’s
spawn for anti-divine guidance. The lovely
Parisian locations are used to great effect by
director Agnieszka Holland, and she brings
suspense and a seductive touch to the script.
The psychological elements are balanced by
a fair amount of gore (a bite of fresh human
heart?), but the material still strains against
the restraints of broadcast TV and might
have been better served by the freedom of
pay cable. Extras include behind-the-scenes
featurettes. A strong optional purchase.
(T. Fry)

South Park: The
Complete Seventeenth
Season HHH

Paramount, 2 discs, 220 min.,
not rated, DVD: $22.99, Bluray: $42.99

This short 17th season
of the cult animated comedy series from Trey Parker and Matt Stone
features only 10 episodes, but still serves up
some solid quality laughs for a show that
was never expected to last more than a few
years. The set opens with Cartman using
social media to protest NSA surveillance of
his “private” information, and takes on the
Affordable Care Act in a segment in which
preschooler Ike goes through puberty due
to a medication mix-up. But the highlight
is a three-part story arc that weaves together
Black Friday shopping, the war between
the PlayStation 4 and Xbox One video
game consoles, and the HBO series Game of
Thrones into an epic spoof that concludes
with a wicked parody of the infamous “Red
Wedding” episode—complete with betrayals,
zombie shoppers, a literal war-zone in the
shopping mall, and a caricature of author
George R.R. Martin. The series continues
to drop in timely references, meaning that
some of the details date quickly, but it’s still
a lively mix of social, political, and cultural
satire that routinely crosses boundaries of
taste. Compiling all 10 episodes from 2013,
extras include mini-commentaries by Parker
and Stone, and deleted scenes (the Blu-ray
release also features crowd-sourced Twitter
comments—via subtitles—on all episodes).
Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

The Walking Dead: The Complete Fourth
Season HHH
Anchor Bay, 5 discs, 696 min., not rated, DVD:
$69.98, Blu-ray: $79.99

TV’s first zombie survival series is equal
parts intimate human drama and gory horror
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spectacle, a show where beloved figures die and every
death still matters to the
characters (and viewers).
As in earlier seasons, this
one is split into a pair of
eight-episode story arcs.
Having made it through an
attack by the vengeful “Governor” (David
Morrisey), Rick (Andrew Lincoln), Hershel
(Scott Wilson), and the other survivors work
to transform their renovated prison sanctuary into a sustainable home—at least until
new threats send them searching for another
place. In flight, the group is splintered, with
each installment focusing on individual
traveling packs before finally being brought
together for a cliffhanger finale that sets
up a dramatic battle. Some of the episodes
play like short stories that explore personal
relationships as well as the moral dilemmas
faced by the characters in this hostile world.
Horror fans may consider the narrative too
bogged down, while drama enthusiasts might
be disturbed by the level of violence—but The
Walking Dead still has plenty of viewers who
appreciate both. Compiling all 16 episodes
from the 2013–14 fifth season, extras include
episode commentaries, behind-the-scenes
featurettes, and deleted scenes (the Blu-ray
release also includes two extended episodes
and an additional commentary track). Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

A New Studio
Amazon has joined the
ranks of studios creating
original episodic programming, leading off with Alpha House: Season One
(Amazon Studios, DVD:
2 discs, $39.99; Blu-ray:
$49.99), which compiles
episodes from the 2013-14 debut season of
Amazon’s first series—a comedy created by
Garry Trudeau (Doonesbury) that follows four
Republican senators (John Goodman, Clark
Johnson, Matt Malloy, and Mark Consuelos)
who happen to be roommates. Also newly
available is Amazon’s tech start-up comedy
Betas: The Complete First Season (Amazon
Studios, DVD: 2 discs, $39.99).

Online
Visit Video Librarian Online (www.
videolibrarian.com) for more reviews
during November and December, including: 37 Days, About a Boy: Season One,
Bitten: The Complete First Season, Chicago
Fire: Season Two, Doctor Who: Deep Breath,
Father Brown: Season One, Golden Boy: The
Complete Series, Wizards and Warriors: The
Complete Series, and much more!
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Video Reviews
Ordering information for the titles reviewed in
this section can be found in the “Distributor
Addresses” listings at the back of the magazine.

HHHH= Excellent
HHH= Good
HH= Fair
H= Poor

Barbie and the Secret Door HHH

(2014) 81 min. DVD: $19.98, Blu-ray/DVD
Combo: $26.98. Universal Studios Home
Entertainment (avail. from most distributors).

PPR = Public Performance Rights
DRA = Digital Rights Available
Aud = Audience
K = Preschool-Kindergarten
E = Elementary (grades 1-3)
I = Intermediate (grades 4-6)
J = Jr. High (grades 7-8)
H = High School (grades 9-12)
C = Colleges & Universities
P = Public Libraries

CHILDREN’S
Babar and the Adventures of Badou:
Gone Wild HHH1/2

(2010) 90 min. DVD: $12.98. Entertainment One
(avail. from most distributors). ISBN: 1-41724320-1.

This 3D-animated Canadian-French series
finds Jean de Brunhoff’s beloved character
Babar the Elephant older in years and now a
grandfather, as well as being the long-established king of Celesteville. This contemporary
offering focuses on 8-year-old grandson Badou and his loyal friends Chiku the monkey,
Jake the fox pup, and Munroe the porcupine,
all of whom experience adventures that often
go awry. Other new characters are also on
hand, along with some familiar faces and
names, including Queen Celeste, Cornelius
the Prime Minister, and Lord Rataxes, king
of Rhinoland. This compilation of eight episodes includes “Operation Secret Suitcase,”
in which Jake mistakenly believes that he is
moving away from the palace for good, which
causes much consternation within the gang
of pals. The funny “Sneazles” finds an illness
rapidly spreading through the palace, causing
violent sneezing: when Babar himself comes
down with sneazles and is forced to go to bed,
the scheming Crocodylus (an ambassador
who is always trying to get ahead) plots to
take over the throne. “Bad Bounce” concerns
yet another Crocodylus hidden agenda, this
time a plan to ingratiate himself by using his
nephew’s budding friendship with Badou.
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And “Heropotamus” begins with Babar reading a story to Badou, Jake, and Chiku about a
fictional hero, inspiring the little ones to go
off on an adventure of their own in a rather
forbidding forest. Highly recommended. Aud:
P. (T. Keogh)
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This latest addition to the Barbie CGIanimated film series incorporates all of the
ingredients of fluffy girltainment: namely,
cute outfits, magical creatures, and unicorns.
Barbie stars as Princess Alexa, whose crippling
shyness gets in the way of her royal dance
duties for kicking off a special ball. With the
help of a certain book from her grandmother
(for some reason, everyone in Alexa’s family
has a British accent but her), and a magical
door, Alexa discovers a candy-colored world
where she meets new friends: feisty fairy
Nori and clumsy mermaid Romy (who is not
used to having human legs). Naturally, only
Alexa can help her pals overcome the local
villain—obnoxious, purple-haired, pint-sized
ruler Malucia—but will her introversion
stand in the way? Although predictable, this
music-filled fairy tale is sure to be popular.
Bonus features include music videos, outtakes, and a two-part episode from Barbie:
Life in the Dreamhouse. Recommended. Aud:
P. (J. Williams-Wood)

Betsy’s Kindergarten Adventures,
Volume 5 HHH

(2011) 120 min. DVD: $19.95. Polka Dot
Productions (dist. by Janson Media). ISBN: 978-156839-461-9.

This fifth volume of episodes from the
2011 PBS-aired animated series continues the
kindergarten experiences of 5-year-old Betsy.
“To Tree or Not to Tree” finds the students of
Mrs. O’Conner’s class working on a play to be
presented for visiting parents, but Betsy is dis-

appointed about having a small role that she
initially thinks is unimportant. In “Something Fishy,” Betsy helps classmate Kenji
overcome his fears during a surprise field trip
to the aquarium. “Police Department” revs
up Betsy’s detective skills while also offering
lessons about keeping safe by following rules,
and “Visit from the Doctor” serves up tips
on good health from a visiting pediatrician.
Also including “Homework Rules,” “Bread
and Butterflies,” “All Washed Up,” and “Space
Rangers,” this latest compilation is chockfull
of fun info, helpful reminders (such as not
talking when your mouth is full), and relevant vocabulary. Recommended. Aud: K,
E, P. (J. Williams-Wood)

Big Bad Bubble HH1/2

(2014) 5 min. DVD: $38.99. Dreamscape Media.
Closed captioned. ISBN: 978-1-62923-686-5.

The Those Darn Squirrels series team of
author Adam Rubin and illustrator Daniel
Salmieri is back with this iconographic-animated adaptation of their 2012 picture book
featuring a bunch of monsters in La La Land.
‘Fraidy cat Mogo worries the other monsters—Yerbert, Froofle, and Wumpus—with
scare tactic stories about bubbles, including
bubble wrap, bubble bath, and bubble gum.
While the poor monsters hide under covers
in fear (“tell Wumpus to stop crying!”), the
interactive-style tale implores the gang to
get over their silly suspicions (“tell Wumpus
he can do it!”). Narrated by Kirby Heyborne,
this is a well-meaning tale about conquering childhood fears that is also a somewhat
lackluster effort from the usually dynamic
duo of Rubin and Salmieri. A strong optional
purchase. Aud: K, P. (J. Williams-Wood)

The Duckling Gets a Cookie!? HHH

(2014) 7 min. DVD: $59.95 (study guide
included). Weston Woods Studios. PPR. Closed
captioned. ISBN: 978-0-545-66111-9.

Prolific children’s author Mo Willems is
back with this animated adaptation of his

A Nation’s Hope: The Story of Boxing Legend Joe Louis
HHH1/2

(2014) 7 min. DVD: $38.99. Dreamscape Media. Closed captioned. ISBN:
978-1-62923-623-0.

Illustrator Kadir Nelson’s always strikingly realistic oil artwork
(Henry’s Freedom Box, Nelson Mandela) takes center stage in this
iconographic adaptation of the 2011 picture book written by Matt
De La Pena, which chronicles the life of iconic boxer Joe Louis.
Beginning with Louis’s insanely anticipated rematch against “the
German” Max Schmeling at Yankee Stadium in 1930 in front of
a Jim Crow crowd, A Nation’s Hope rewinds to chart Louis’s upbringing (apparently, he
didn’t speak until he was six years old, and “passed through childhood in shadows”),
the sealing of his future after he ducked into a gym instead of attending violin practice like his Mom wanted, and his championship career as “the space between ropes
became home.” Described as a humble hero who united fans (sometimes fair-weather)
across the color line and brought hope and pride to a country during troubled times,
this fine tribute—narrated by JD Jackson—is highly recommended. Aud: K, E, P.
(J. Williams-Wood)
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New Release!

2012 picture book—the latest in the Pigeon
series—which reunites the mischievous
Pigeon with his Duckling friend from The
Pigeon Finds a Hot Dog! (VL-3/11). Here, the
polite Duckling asks very nicely for and
receives a delicious cookie, while the Pigeon
looks on jealously. Sensing injustice, the
“askingest pigeon in town” laments about all
the things that he wants, such as a French
fry-making robot, a walrus, and naturally
(and self-awarely) to stay up late, although
most of all: that cookie—which is looking
mighty delicious. Featuring the voices of
Willems and his daughter Trixie, and music
by Scotty Huff, extras include a read-along
option, and the featurettes “All Alone in a
Movie Theater with Mo Willems” and the
silly “Mo vs. the Cookie.” Recommended.
Aud: K, P. (J. Williams-Wood)

French for Kids: On Va Jouer HHH
Welcome to an all-new, actionpacked John Deere video
adventure series for kids.
• Discover the important role
bees play in the growing
process.
• Tour County Line Orchard where
we check out the apples and
watch how they make donuts.
• Zip over to the Los Angeles
Equestrian Center where kids
learn to jump and ride horses.
• Visit the famous Santa Anita
Race Track where race horses
work out.
• Go to the Peg Perego factory
and see how the John Deere
Gator riding vehicle is made.
• Plus five new songs by our
favorite singer/songwriter,
James Coffey.
35 minutes
Available from most major distributors
From the producers
of the I Love Toy
Trains Series

TM Books & Video | Box 9228
Michigan City, IN 46361
(219) 879-2822 | (800) 892-2822 |
www.tmbv.com
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(2014) 40 min. DVD: $19.99 (teacher’s guide
included). Whistlefritz (avail. from most
distributors). PPR.

The title of this latest language immersion
program in the titular series (see review of
French for Kids: Dedans et Dehors in VL-3/14)
translates to “Let’s Play.” Fluent French host
Marie talks directly to viewers in conversational vignettes that include repetition
(often greeting viewers with “Coucou!” or
“Hi there!”), jokes (such as putting the wrong
articles of clothing on her head to illustrate
the right words), and songs (including the
classic “La Tête, Les Épaules,” i.e., “Head,
Shoulders, Knees and Toes”). From facial
expressions to colors, this is an info-packed
primer that thankfully includes a text glossary en anglais. Recommended. Aud: K, E, P.
(J. Williams-Wood)

Locomotive HHH

(2014) 23 min. DVD: $38.99. Dreamscape Media.
Closed captioned. ISBN: 978-1-62923-620-9.

All aboard for this iconographic adapta-

tion of author-illustrator Brian Floca’s 2014
Caldecott Medal winning book Locomotive,
which takes viewers for a passenger train
journey on the First Transcontinental Railroad—circa 1869—from the Omaha depot
(eventually switching from the Union Pacific
to the Central Pacific line) to Sacramento.
Narrated by a gravelly-voiced Eric G. Dove
in conversational tones that offer running
commentary and advice (“if the chicken
tastes like prairie dog….don’t ask why”), the
story also serves up tidbits on the work of
the brakeman, engineer, and conductor; the
steam engine mechanism; smells, including oil, hot metal, switchgrass, and “all the
cigars you can smoke”; and the surrounding
scenery and history of areas (including brief
mentions of Native American tribes). Backed
with a folk-like soundtrack and sound effects
of engines and crowd murmurings, the handsomely-produced Locomotive features realistic
colors in illustrations reminiscent of the style
of Quentin Blake. Recommended. Aud: K, E,
P. (J. Williams-Wood)

R.L. Stine’s Mostly Ghostly: Have You
Met My Ghoulfriend? HHH
(2014) 91 min. DVD: $19.98, Blu-ray/DVD
Combo: $26.98. Universal Studios Home
Entertainment (avail. from most distributors).

This entry in Goosebumps creator R.L.
Stine’s Mostly Ghostly YA horror fantasy
series is a sequel to the original 2008
Disney Channel movie Mostly Ghostly. A
little background: smarmy teen Max (Ryan
Ochoa) has a special ring that he used in
the past to both thwart the dastardly plans
of evil ghost Phears (Charlie Hewson) and
protect sibling ghosts Tara (Madison Pettis, reprising her role from the fi rst fi lm)
and Nicky (Roshon Fegan)—whom only
Max can see. Dark spirit Phears (who looks
like Voldemort crossed with Rocky Horror
Picture Show’s Riff Raff) now has a new
plot to obtain the powerful ring and tries

Pet + Cat: Chickens on the Loose and Other Really Big
Problems! HHH1/2

(2014) 100 min. DVD: $12.99. PBS Video (avail. from most distributors).
SDH captioned. ISBN: 978-1-62789-023-6.

Adorable ukulele-playing youngster Peg and her manly-voiced
best buddy Cat (a cat) are featured in this eight-story compilation
from the PBS Kids series based on the book The Chicken Problem by
show creators Jennifer Oxley and Billy Aronson. In each episode,
the duo tackle some math-related concept—including counting,
patterns, and numerical order—using problem-solving skills,
often with the help of Peg’s genius peer pal Ramon (and usually featuring a song set
against the fun abstract artwork). “The Chicken Problem” finds a perfect picnic being
thwarted by the accidental release of 100 chickens. “The Space Creature Problem”
features a lost marble, a bouncy game with an alien named Richard, and…100 loose
chickens! Time travel is no problem for Peg and Cat: “The Dinosaur Problem” witnesses
the hatching of a baby T-rex, and “The Beethoven Problem” revolves around helping
the famous composer to procure enough wurst for dinner with the King. Extras include
printable activities. Serving up a fine collection of tales from this cute and cool Daytime
Emmy-winning show, this is highly recommended. Aud: K, E, P. (J. Williams-Wood)
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to use the ghost of a Moscow circus performer to get it. Aside from that storyline,
Max also slacks off on helping Tara and
Nicky become reunited with their parents,
crushes on a popular girl (Bella Thorne),
and snarkily bonds with Grandma (Joan
Rivers, in one of her last performances). A
corny film that is nevertheless sure to be
popular, this is recommended, overall. Aud:
P. (J. Williams-Wood)

Sabrina—Secrets of a Teenage Witch: A
Witch and the Werewolf HHH
(2014) 63 min. DVD: $14.98. Lionsgate
Entertainment (avail. from most distributors).

Ashley Tisdale (of High School Musical
fame) provides the voice for titular teen
witch Sabrina Spellman in this flashy CGIanimated movie from the Hub Network
series based on the classic Archie Comics
character. Sabrina balances her double
life in a magic realm (where she hones
her skills, along with fellow supernatural
students) and the human world (living
with her wacky witchy aunts and attending
regular high school). This latest adventure
features some differences from the usual
Sabrina storyline: here, talking cat Salem
isn’t a true friend and is actually working
as a spy for evil Head Witch Enchantra;
longtime heartthrob Harvey is now a dork
and Sabrina is more into his friend Jim; and
aunts Zelda and Hilda run a bakery shop. A
Witch and the Werewolf centers on Harvey,
who is excited about dressing up for a horror movie until a cursed jacket turns him
into a hairy beast. Friends and foes between
the worlds bounce back and forth to help
and hinder the situation, with everything
tied up neatly thanks to a convenient time
reversal and a cure. Bonus features include
a music video. Recommended. Aud: P.
(J. Williams-Wood)

Shuriken School: The Complete Series
HH

(2004) 4 discs. 605 min. DVD: $29.95. Cinedigm
Entertainment (avail. from most distributors).
Closed captioned.

A flash-animated series created by the
French studio Xilam Animation, Shuriken
School focuses on the rambunctious students
at a ninja academy, particularly a boy named
Eizan Kaburagi. While the potentially bonebreaking aspects of ninja education are at
the core of the curriculum, there’s almost no
violence to be found amongst these spunky
10-year-olds, who are more interested in
the concepts of teamwork, friendship, and
respect. Aired 2006-08 on Nickelodeon and
NickToons, Shuriken School—featuring the
voice talents of Nathan Kress (iCarly) and
Jessica DiCicco (Adventure Time)—serves up
rather predictable adventures while teaching
worthwhile lessons to youngsters. Compiling
all 26 episodes, this is an optional purchase.
Aud: P. (P. Hall)
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This Is Not My Hat HHHH

(2014) 5 min. DVD: $59.95 (study guide included). Weston Woods
Studios. PPR. Closed captioned. ISBN: 978-0-545-67550-5.

A companion to author and illustrator Jon Klassen’s earlier I
Want My Hat Back (VL-1/14), this wildly different animated adaptation of his 2012 Caldecott Medal Book features a discordant
string-filled soundtrack by Nick DiBerardino. The music nicely
combines with dark underwater scenery (with blips of color for
plants and aquatic life) to set the mood for a black comedy in
which the protagonist is a thief: a little fish wearing a derby that
he admits he stole. Narrated by John Keating, This Is Not My Hat
glides along with the dishonest small swimmer as he heads for clumps of tall plants in
order to hide from the big fish he ripped off, rationalizing “…it was too small for him,
anyway.” The big fish doesn’t see it that way, however, and slowly, silently, menacingly
continues in pursuit. Featuring a read-along option, this excellent dramedy (with a twist
that doesn’t dumb down for young viewers) is highly recommended. Editor’s Choice.
Aud: K, E, P. (J. Williams-Wood)

Thomas & Friends: Tale of the Brave—
The Movie HHH
(2014) 62 min. DVD: $19.98, Blu-ray/DVD
Combo: $26.98. Universal Studios Home
Entertainment (avail. from most distributors).
Closed captioned.

This all-new movie spin-off from the
long-running series based on Rev. W. Awdry’s
The Railway Stories—featuring Thomas the
Tank Engine and his friends on the Island of
Sodor—starts off with pranksters Bill and Ben
saving Thomas from a landslide after heavy
rain makes the China Clay Pits very treacherous. Although railway director Sir Topham
Hatt is grateful, Thomas is still preoccupied
with something he noticed during the rescue:
scary-looking large footprints that aren’t easily explained. The storyline here finds the
gang so worried about monsters that work
is affected (they’re afraid to enter the area),
but they ultimately learn that “being brave
is about what you do even when you do feel
scared.” Sporting good animation (including
colorful, polished backdrops), amiable songs,
and new friends—including scrapyard crane
Reg and heights-fearful Gator—this is sure to
be popular with fans. Recommended. Aud: K,
P. (J. Williams-Wood)

PSYCHOLOGY & SELF-HELP
Terra Firma HHH

(2014) 61 min. DVD: $89: public libraries & high
schools; $175: colleges & universities. AnthonyMasterson Productions. PPR. Closed captioned.

Filmmakers Christine Anthony and Owen
Masterson’s Terra Firma profiles three American female veterans who—following deployments in Iraq, Afghanistan, and Kuwait—
found healing at home through farming.
Anna and her husband run a small operation
in North Carolina; Sonia heads a non-profit
that grows vegetables for food banks in her
Iowa hometown; and Althea is working her
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ancestors’ land in Georgia. The subjects speak
at length about their lives in the armed forces,
the jobs they held, their responsibilities, and
the comradeship of military life—as well as its
stultifying bureaucracy and physical strain.
All three returned home with post-traumatic
stress disorder, but far from the turmoil of
violent conflict, the rural lifestyle offers
welcome relief. Anna, who sells homemade
jams and humanely raised pork at a farmers’
market, explains why agriculture is a good
occupation for vets: being an often solitary
and quiet undertaking, it allowed her to develop confidence as she successfully cared for
animals and created high-quality products.
Sonia found that focusing on feeding the
locals served as a positive, nondestructive
extension of her military service; while Althea
rebuilt the acreage her family has owned for
six generations, connecting her future with
a longstanding past. The subjects here speak
in honest, articulate voices in extensive interviews that are punctuated with footage from
their farms and still photos from military
deployments. Recommended. Aud: H, C, P.
(M. Puffer-Rothenberg)

Web Junkie HHH

(2013) 79 min. In Mandarin w/English subtitles.
DVD: $149 ($349 w/PPR). DRA. Kino Lorber Edu.

Does the time and energy devoted to
online gaming represent a clinical disorder?
And, if so, what sort of treatment might be
appropriate? These are questions raised by
Web Junkie, an intriguing documentary by
filmmakers Hilla Medalia and Shosh Shlam,
who were allowed access to a rehabilitation
center in Beijing for those—mostly teen
males—diagnosed with what the Chinese
government has officially declared to be “Internet addiction.” Most have been tricked—in
some cases virtually kidnapped—by their
parents and checked into the facility, where
the staff subject them to what amounts to
military discipline as well as stern lectures
(cont. on pg. 56)
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‘Tis the Season
A Belle for Christmas
H1/2

(2014) 91 min. DVD:
$19.98. Anchor Bay
Entertainment (avail. from
most distributors, Nov. 4).

This Christmasthemed feature film begins on a mawkish note, with widower
Glenn (Dean Cain) staring at home movies
of his late wife (tears brimming over wistfully). Enter his kids: Elliot (Jet Jurgensmeyer), who is still troubled and missing
his mom, and precocious older Phoebe
(Meyrick Murphy), who wants to attend a
local holiday festival. The family stops for
a snack in order to introduce pushy baker
Dani (Kristy Swanson in a caricature of
a villainous stepmother-wannabe), who
has designs on Dad (“What a hunky slab
of pumpkin bread that is!”). Haylie Duff
is also on hand as some sort of animal
shelter director; she offers Elliott a puppy,
and even though Glenn says no, she soon
shows up at the family’s house with the
dog in tow anyway, who they name Belle.
Pet antics, kids breaking and entering and
stealing a car, Dani’s jealous history with
Glenn’s wife, and other weird side plots
ensue. A supposedly-festive farce that is
mostly humbug (and you barely even see
the dog!), this is not recommended. Aud:
P. (J. Williams-Wood)

Charting Christmas
HHH
(2014) 41 min. DVD:
$19.99. Gary Wilkinson
(dist. by Vision Video).

Charting Christmas begins with biblical prophecies related to the Messiah and the New Testament accounts of
the birth of Jesus, and then looks into the
origins of various traditions associated
with Christmas, including Santa Claus,
mistletoe, and Christmas trees. Filmed
in the Holy Land and Great Britain, this
documentary hosted by actor Levi James
incorporates commentary from biblical
scholars and historians who explain how
a wide range of people and entities—including St. Nicholas, Charles Dickens, and
the Coca-Cola Company—contributed to
the development of yuletide customs. For
example, the roots of Santa Claus (also
known as St. Nick) are traced to St. Nicolas, a 3rd-century bishop in what is now
Turkey. Tales of his legendary generosity
(which supposedly even included delivering bags of gold via a chimney) would
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evolve over time, eventually reaching the
New World through Dutch immigrants,
who would refer to him as “Sinterklaas.”
Clement C. Moore’s poem “A Visit from
St. Nicholas” (later known as “The Night
Before Christmas”) and Dickens’ A Christmas Carol captured the seasonal feelings
of good tidings and joy, transforming
Christmas from a religious holiday into
a secular family festivity featuring the
modern image of the red-clad, white-furcollared, jolly old elf—which came from
the advertising world by way of Coca-Cola.
Other interesting tidbits are explored here
as well, including the “pub song” origin
of many Christmas carols and why the
holiday is celebrated on December 25.
Recommended. Aud: P. (C. Block)

Northpole HHH

(2014) 80 min. DVD:
$20.99. Arc Entertainment
(avail. from most
distributors, Nov. 18).

Tiffani Thiessen stars
a s C he l s e a, a si ng le
mom reporter whose
‘tween son Kevin (Max Charles) has a
tough time adjusting to a family move
in this Hallmark Channel-aired holiday
tale. While the acerbic and cynical Chelsea tries to get to the bottom of stories
involving a shady planning commission
and a cancelled town tree lighting, Kevin
winds up making pals with peer-aged
clumsy real-elf Clementine (Bailee
Madison), who enlists the boy’s help in
keeping the cycle of holiday happiness
going (magic snowflakes and the Northern Lights are involved). Also on hand
to add some spice to Chelsea’s cider is
Kevin’s amiable teacher (Josh Hopkins),
who offers a lighter approach compared
to her skeptical outlook— especially
concerning Kevin’s magical “mission.”
Featuring cute lines from the affable
Clementine (“SnowMG!”) and others (“I
see the ornament doesn’t fall far from
the tree!”), this festive family tale—with
Robert Wagner and Jill St. John as the
Clauses —is recommended. Aud: P.
(J. Williams-Wood)

Penguins—
Operation: Special
Delivery HHH

(2014) 80 min. DVD:
$14.99. DreamWorks (avail.
from most distributors, Nov.
4). Closed captioned.

Aired on Nickelodeon, this nine-episode compilation from
the fast-paced slapstick CGI-animated
series stars four penguin characters from
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the Madagascar DreamWorks Animation
film in several stories with a wintery
theme. “Antics on Ice” finds the other
penguins wanting to do something nice
for youngest bird Private (voiced by
James Patrick Stewart) but ends up with
them attacking security guards at a My
Little Pony-like “Lunacorns on Ice” show.
“Snowmageddon” brings real disappointment for pigskin-loving leader Skipper
(Tom McGrath), whose snack mission for
the important big game with otter friend
Marlene (Nicole Sullivan) is derailed by
the weather and an overzealous ex-animal-control officer turned convenience
store worker (Cedric Yarbrough) who has
a history with the gang. The main festive
attraction here is the double-length “The
All-Nighter Before Christmas,” in which
the penguins and other Madagascar characters living in Central Park mess up the
special “Kidsmas” celebration for animal
families when their usual jobs for setting
up the tree, music, food, games, etc. are
switched around. Snappy and silly (with
some jokes likely to go over youngsters’
heads), this is recommended. Aud: P.
(J. Williams-Wood)

New on DVD
Paw Patrol: Winter
Rescues (Paramount,
DVD: $14.99). The canine problem-solving
PAW Patrol pack is back
in this seven-story set
from the Nickelodeon
cartoon series, which
includes a double-length holiday escapade.
T he Wiggles: Go
S a nt a G o! ( NCi rcle,
DV D: $9.9 9). Au s sie
children’s entertainers
the Wiggles star in this
holiday-themed compilation that features
Bert Newman as Santa,
along with football stars Lote Tuqiri and
Joel Reddy.
Woody Woodpecker
and Friends Holiday
Favorites (Universal,
DVD: $14.98). Cartoonist creator Walter Lantz’s
wacky woodpecker is
highlighted in this festive compilation that
also features characters including Chilly
Willy and Buzz Buzzard.
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Praise for The Smallest Gift
of Christmas
“[Children] will be enchanted by
this holiday companion.” — SLJ
Praise for Thanksgiving Is…
“This [is a] cornucopia of all
things Thanksgiving…” — SLJ
The Smallest Gift of Christmas
ISBN 9781633792265
Thanksgiving Is…
ISBN 9781633791404

Other Holiday Titles:

ORDER TODAY!
Available at

hoopla

OverDrive
dreamscapeab.com

ISBN 9781633791473

ISBN 9781633793460

ISBN 9781633792234

(cont. from pg. 53)

and sit-down sessions intended to bridge
the gap with their moms and dads. On one
occasion, the ringleader of an escape that
leads to a night at an Internet café before the
group’s recapture is sentenced to a stint in
solitary confinement, which seems to have a
beneficial effect. But as Web Junkie illustrates
in scenes featuring the youngsters talking
among themselves, they don’t actually think
there’s anything wrong with preferring the
online world of games to the reality of lives
they consider dull, and admit that they often
simply tell the doctors what they want to
hear in order to get back to the virtual excitement of gaming. Offering a snapshot of
the difficulty—and perhaps futility—of any
attempt to deal with this issue using traditional methods of deprogramming, this often
fascinating, thought-provoking documentary
is recommended. Aud: C, P. (F. Swietek)

RELIGION & PHILOSOPHY
Andrew Murray: Africa for Christ HHH
(2014) 53 min. DVD: $14.99. Rough Acres
Foundation (dist. by Vision Video).

Offering an overview of the life and work
of Andrew Murray (1828-1917), this documentary from producer Gary Wilkinson also
chronicles the development of the Dutch
Reformed Church in South Africa during a
period when the descendants of Dutch settlers—i.e., Afrikaners—were spread far and
wide without a means to connect to their
faith. Murray, born in South Africa but educated and ordained as a minister in Scotland,
defied church authorities and traveled over
long and difficult terrain in order to preach
to Afrikaners who lived in areas remote from
houses of worship, thus building the influence and strength of Dutch Reformists. Murray served as pastor at churches in a number
of cities and towns, initially resisting a rising
evangelical element but eventually embracing it as a populist means for bringing people
closer to God. The author of numerous faithbased books that are now considered classics,
Murray became head of the Dutch Reformed
Church and oversaw extensive mission work
in Africa until his death at the age of 89. Shot
on location in South Africa, the documentary draws on comments from a variety of
historians and experts on Murray’s life and
works to weave a compelling biography of a
man driven by his mission. Recommended.
Aud: P. (T. Keogh)

Faith Connections HHH

(2013) 117 min. In Hindi w/English subtitles.
DVD: $149 ($349 w/PPR). DRA. Kino Lorber Edu.

Filmmaker Pan Nalin takes viewers to
the 2013 celebration of the massive Hindu
“Kumbh Mela,” in which believers gather
every three years to wash in a confluence
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Fringes: New Adventures in Jewish Living HHH

(2010) 55 min. DVD: $24.95: individuals; $125: high schools & public
libraries; $250: colleges & universities. SISU Home Entertainment. ISBN:
1-56086-735-7.

Interweaving personal stories set at the Stoney Lonesome Farm
in Virginia, the Ghetto Shul Café in Montreal, and the Secular
Yeshiva in Jerusalem, Fringes is a compelling documentary that
examines three examples of young people living at the so-called
fringes of Jewish society who are trying to create new paths
through faith in the contemporary world. At Stoney Lonesome,
married couple Esther and Pablo live on a farm where they utilize sustainable practices while also trying to integrate progressive methods into such
Jewish traditions as Shabbat (since Shabbat falls on Saturdays, Esther and Pablo—the
latter converted to marry Esther—don’t participate in weekend farmers’ markets; instead
they co-created a separate market to accommodate the local Jewish community). At the
Ghetto Shul Café, a young rabbi and his wife have created an informal environment
for drawing in college students and professionals to meet one another and engage in
dialogue about Judaism. And the Secular Yeshiva is an informal learning space where
Israelis on the fence about orthodoxy—yet still curious about exploring the Talmud and
other sacred scholarship—can learn without pressure. An illuminating film spotlighting
people who are finding novel ways to broaden Jewish culture in the 21st century, this
is recommended. Aud: C, P. (T. Keogh)
of sacred rivers. Nalin went to the event,
which took place at Allahabad, to bring back
a bottle of water for his father, but then used
the opportunity to film some of its largescale moments, as well as to follow a few
individual stories that are illustrative of the
tens of millions of attendees. One focuses
on an abandoned child who was adopted
by an elderly sadhu, an ascetic man who
has become extremely protective of the boy
and refuses to turn him over to authorities.
Another concerns a runaway kid who trades
jibes with a group of policemen assigned
to keep order at the event. And the third
involves a mother searching for her toddler
son—an occurrence so frequent that an impromptu “lost and found” bureau has been
set up to reunite families. Nalin also follows
several men claiming to be ascetics, whose
main preoccupation appears to be getting
stoned. These personal narratives add texture to an interesting glimpse into a Hindu
practice, ultimately resulting in a rewarding
viewing experience, regardless of one’s faith
(or lack thereof). Recommended. Aud: C, P.
(F. Swietek)

Father Michael McGivney HHH

(2013) 57 min. DVD: $19.95 ($295 w/PPR). DRA.
Knights of Columbus (dist. by Janson Media).
ISBN: 978-1-56839-489-6.

This biography of Father Michael McGivney, who might conceivably one day
become the first American parish priest
canonized as a saint, sheds light not only
on his good works but also on the origin
and legacy of the Knights of Columbus, the
philanthropic fraternal order of Catholic
men created by McGivney. Born in Connecticut in 1852 to Irish immigrants, McGivney grew up in a time when the Irish
and Catholics were both seen as unwanted
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minorities. A bright young man, McGivney
graduated from school three years ahead of
schedule and eventually attended a seminary
in Quebec with the intention of joining the
Jesuit order. The death of his father at age 48,
however, changed McGivney’s plans, and he
moved back home to be ordained as a parish
priest at a beautiful cathedral in New Haven,
where he focused on his community. Father
Michael McGivney traces McGivney’s efforts to
help widows and orphans, including his idea
of creating the Knights of Columbus in order
to organize resources to help parishioners in
need. Along the way, the documentary also
notes McGivney’s work with individuals
who were struggling with their faith under
difficult circumstances. Among the experts
telling McGivney’s fascinating story is bestselling historian Douglas Brinkley, author of
a book about the dedicated priest who died
too young at 38. Recommended. Aud: C, P.
(T. Keogh)

Tomorrow Comes HHH

(2014) 43 min. DVD: $14.99. Rough Acres
Foundation (dist. by Vision Video).

This touching documentary follows the
reunion of five brothers—Kenton, Van, Benji,
Tim, and Danny Wood—50 years after the
tragic deaths of their Presbyterian missionary parents in Mexico. Growing up in the
small town of Ometepec, Mexico, the Wood
children were accustomed to the constant
travels of their mother and father, John and
Madge, who visited nearby locales to help
deliver food and clothing. When they did not
return one day—John and Madge died in a
small plane crash—the boys, ages 4-14, were
shattered. As the years passed, the siblings
were never in the same place at the same time
and they rarely discussed those days. But for
this landmark anniversary, they agreed to get
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together and bring their own families and
friends to speak openly about the past and
forge closer relationships. What is most striking about Tomorrow Comes is how much of the
legacy of their parents’ good deeds remains
a part of the brothers’ lives today. Shot with
a celebratory energy that embraces life and
possibilities, this inspiring documentary is
recommended. Aud: P. (T. Keogh)

and journalist Herbin Hoyos, “until the last
hostage is freed.” Hoyos founded the program
in 1994 in response to his own kidnapping
by FARC (Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia). Filmmaker Lauren Rosenfeld,
a graduate student in journalism at the
University of California at Berkeley, also
interviews family members, including Rafael
and Myriam Mora, who talk about their son,

SOCIAL & POLITIC AL ISSUES

Juan Camilo Mora, kidnapped six years ago.
The Moras haven’t seen him since, and his
captors—possibly members of FARC—have
never sent them any proof that he’s even alive
(Juan also left a wife and daughter behind).
Police Major Guillermo Solórzano, a hostage
who found freedom in 2011, says he took
strength from his family’s radio messages.
“For hostages who are stripped of all free-

@home HHH1/2

(2014) 56 min. DVD: $29.95 ($100 w/PPR), Blu-ray: $39.95. Kindling
Group. Closed captioned.

Captive Radio HHH

(2014) 23 min. DVD: $79: public libraries &
high schools; $249 w/PPR: colleges & universities.
Seventh Art Releasing.

The South American nation of Colombia
has witnessed so many kidnappings over the
years that the phenomena has spawned its
own radio program. According to the opening
inter-titles, various paramilitaries, guerrillas,
and criminal gangs have kidnapped some
20,000 people over four decades of civil strife
for reasons ranging from monetary to political. The radio show “Las Voces del Secuestro”
(“The Voice of the Kidnapped”), which airs
on Bogotá’s Caracol Radio, broadcasts messages to hostages from their friends and
relatives. “We’ll be here,” says broadcaster

For those struggling with the stress and uncertainty of homelessness, being on Twitter and Facebook probably ranks among
their least important concerns. But Mark Horrarth, a self-proclaimed advocate of America’s homeless population, is vigorously
using social media to give the online world a glimpse into a corner
of society that is generally ignored by the mainstream media. As
the founder of InvisiblePeople.tv, Horrarth travels the country to
document the contemporary homeless, visiting with people who
are living alone in tents or crammed with their families into dingy rent-by-the-week
motels. As a result, Horrarth has become a leading voice calling for attention to this
subject. Filmmaker Susanne Suffredin’s documentary brings Horrarth’s work to a wider
audience, engaging with the men, women, and children featured in InvisiblePeople.tv
coverage, while also exploring the circumstances that derailed their lives and brought
them to an impoverished state. A powerful, thought-provoking film, this is highly
recommended. Aud: C, P. (P. Hall)

Experience the North in these Native Stories
Order on DVD today at www.shopvisionmaker.org or call 1-877-868-2250

These Canadian Rangers serve as first
responders in surveillance, patrol, and
scouting. Professionally trained, they are
the experts that Regular Forces turn to when in need of
survival skills in the unforgiving Arctic.

A quirky Tlingit businessman who is hustling to make a dollar in
Juneau, Alaska, gets hungry for smoked salmon and decides to
spend a summer smoking fish at a family’s traditional fish camp.

Acrobatic and explosive, traditional Inuit sports have evolved
to strengthen mind, body, and spirit within the community.
Following four modern athletes reveals their unique
relationship to the games as they compete across the North.
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Apogee Communications Group

Emergency Preparedness

— Awareness & Survival —

doms,” he says, “listening to the radio keeps
their hope alive.” Now Solórzano volunteers
at the station, while the Moras continue to
send weekly messages to their son. Although
FARC has since reduced their reliance on
hostages, many people are still missing, and
even if the Moras never see Juan again, their
words may yet reach someone who knows
what happened to him. A short but potent
documentary, this is recommended. Aud: C,
P. (K. Fennessy)

Drones in My Backyard HHH
Award
Winner
Includes 16 chapters of life saving information.
Learn important steps to take to prepare for
various emergency situations. Topics include:
weather-related disasters, tornadoes,
blizzards, floods, earthquakes, power
outages, terrorism, radiation events,
pandemics (including Ebola) & more.
89 min. | Retail: $39.95 | UPC: 783557077496 | ©2012

APOGEE COMMUNICATIONS GROUP

H Award Winning Health & Safety DVDs H
159 Alpine Way, Boulder, CO. 80304 • Phone: 800-210-5700

Fax: 303-443-0500 • Web: www.apogeevideo.com

(2013) 13 min. DVD: $150. Snitow-Kaufman
Productions (dist. by Bullfrog Films). PPR. SDH
captioned. ISBN: 1-94154-505-X.

Are drones a blessing or a threat? Alan
Snitow’s brief documentary tackles this
tough question at a time when drones are
increasingly plentiful in many walks of
life. Drones in My Backyard literally begins at
home—an ordinary house with a tall fence
and many surrounding trees for maximum
privacy. Suddenly, a camera-carrying drone
launched by a neighbor makes the occupants
nervously aware that the notion of privacy
could be a thing of the past. From there, the
film travels to Gaza, where Israeli security
watches Palestinians from the sky, and to
areas of the world where the United States is
using drones as weapons that are controlled
from thousands of miles away (the question
of whether the U.S. itself will one day be
subject to enemy drones attacking from
overhead is also raised). Less lethal but also
controversial is the issue of commercial and
hobbyist use of drones: footage of dronecaptured, up-close images of the Statue of
Liberty and Golden Gate Bridge is fascinating, but also suggests the potential danger
of collisions. A solid short overview of a hot
topic (Amazon.com recently announced a
program in development to use drones for
deliveries), this is recommended. Aud: H, C,
P. (T. Keogh)

Drying for Freedom HHH1/2

(2014) 53 min. DVD: $79: public libraries & high
schools; $195: colleges & universities. DRA. The
Video Project. PPR. Closed captioned.

71 minutes • DVD • $15

CultureofRejection.org
423.239.5431
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Starting from the obvious but rarely
considered fact that nearly every one of the
billions of people on our planet deals with
laundry, filmmakers Steven Lake and Adam
Merrifield’s documentary chronicles how
we’ve gone from backyard clotheslines to
electric clothes dryers, while also exploring
how Earth might be negatively affected as
access to electricity expands into developing areas of the globe and the demand for
modern conveniences continues to grow.
Where, the filmmakers ask, does convenience
end and luxury begin? Drying for Freedom
traces the history of the dryer, beginning
with General Electric in Schenectady, NY,
circa the early ’50s, a time when spokesman
Ronald Reagan—with the help of wife Nancy
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and daughter Patti—was hired to sell not just
commercial products but a lifestyle. Soon
images of laundry hanging on a line would
become associated with poverty (nowadays,
many homeowners associations nationwide
forbid the practice). But the “right to dry” is
gaining traction, and legislation to that effect
is being drafted in some statehouses. Lake
and Merrifield combine archival and contemporary footage (including scenes from a huge
solar laundromat in Chicago), talking-head
commentary, and interviews with activists
and ordinary folks who stand on both sides
of the issue (in one particularly alarming
example, laundry is implicated in a murder
investigation!). Along the way, the discussion
expands to India, where luxuries are becoming necessities, raising carbon concerns to a
whole new level. Offering an intelligent look
at the stunning impact of a little-remarked
appliance, this is highly recommended. Aud:
C, P. (F. Gardner)

Rich Hill HHH

(2014) 93 min. DVD: $59.95 ($299 w/PPR).
Passion River. Closed captioned.

A melancholy slice-of-life portrait of
Americans struggling to subsist in the
crippled 21st-century U.S., the ironically
named Rich Hill focuses on a wrong-side-ofthe-tracks white community in Missouri.
The lyrical cinema vérité narrative directed
by cousins Tracy Droz Tragos and Andrew
Droz Palermo follows three adolescent boys
in the bottoming-out lower classes. Andrew
seems to be hardworking and responsible,
but he and his chronically-ill mother have
been uprooted time and again as his impractical father (a Hank Williams tribute
act, among other dubious skills) moves from
place to place in search of income. One of
many children born to a teenage mother,
Appachey is an ADHD/OCD-afflicted classroom troublemaker and possible bully, who is
growing increasingly ungovernable. Harley’s
mother is in prison, allegedly for trying to kill
Harley’s stepfather for abusing the boy—who
is now a chain-smoking misfit and habitual
truant from junior high school. Recurring,
bittersweet themes touch on family loyalty,
lack of opportunities, and the American
Dream being seemingly beyond reach in a
broken-hearted heartland. Recommended.
Aud: C, P. (C. Cassady)

Shored Up HHH

(2013) 84 min. DVD: $24.99: individuals; $295:
institutions. DRA. Outcast Films. PPR. Closed
captioned.

Filmmaker Ben Kalina explores the continuing debate over the government’s stance
regarding erosion of coastal regions that are
also popular residential sites. The problem is
brought home by extensive footage of areas
devastated by Hurricane Sandy in 2012, but
the focus here is on two places that were immediately affected by the controversy over
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In Between Songs HHH1/2

(2014) 85 min. DVD: $19.95. Cinema Libre Studio (avail. from most
distributors).

Joshua Bell’s documentary focuses on Djalu Gurruwiwi, a
didgeridoo master of the Galpu clan in Australia’s Northern
Territory, who finds his world in disarray when Galpu youth
display no interest in inheriting and maintaining the Aboriginal
heritage that is passed down from one generation to the next.
Despite the group’s relative geographic isolation, contemporary
world culture and the proliferation of drugs and alcohol occupy
the young people’s attention. Complicating matters is the nearby Rio Tinto bauxite
mine, which threatens to have a profoundly dramatic impact on the Aboriginal
culture and local ecosystem (part of a larger, aggressive incursion of mining officials
trying to buy up vast amounts of native lands). A plan to relocate the Galpu youth
to a more remote area seems like a possible solution, but the feasibility of this idea
is quickly upended when costs and logistics work against Gurruwiwi. Observations
from numerous Aboriginals and others on the scene punctuate the narration by actor
James Cromwell. In Between Songs serves up a stark view of the challenges faced by
Australia’s indigenous population, who appear to be adopting the worst elements of
the majority culture without having truly absorbed the more beneficial social and
economic aspects of modern-day Australian life. DVD extras include deleted scenes,
outtakes, and musical performances. Sad, disturbing, and haunting, this is highly
recommended. Aud: C, P. (P. Hall)

governmental response: Long Beach Island,
off the coast of Ocean County, NJ, and the
outer banks of North Carolina. In the first
instance, the filmmakers question the wisdom of the beach replenishment program of
the Army Corps of Engineers, which draws
on generous amounts of general tax revenue
to protect and rebuild the summer homes of
the affluent. In the second, they cast a somewhat ridiculing eye at the decision by state
legislators to set aside the findings of scientific researchers regarding the probability of
future deterioration—an action in response
to arguments from a business-oriented group
that those alarmist predictions would have
harmful economic ramifications. Shored Up
features an impressive array of interviewees
on all sides of the issue, but clearly represents
the view that this problem—exacerbated by
climate change—will only worsen, and that
serious fact-based discussion should become
an urgent priority among decision-makers
and the general public. DVD extras include
interviews with Kalina and editor Marc
D’Agostino, as well as bonus scenes. Recommended. Aud: C, P. (F. Swietek)

State 194 HHH

(2013) 98 min. DVD: $149 ($349 w/PPR). DRA.
Kino Lorber Edu.

The title of Dan Setton’s documentary refers
to Palestine’s bid for recognition by the United
Nations. In 1949, the U.N. recognized Israel;
50 years later, Palestine set out to achieve the
same objective. Prime Minister Salam Fayyad,
who has a doctorate in economics, embarks
on a two-year program called “Ending the
Occupation, Establishing the State.” If the
U.N. grants approval, Palestine will become
the 194th state. The campaign, which costs
$1.2 billion, also includes improvements in
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education and healthcare. President Obama
here offers his support, and appoints George
Mitchell as U.S. Special Envoy for Middle
East Peace. Meanwhile, the U.N. plans to
make its decision in consultation with the
World Bank and the International Monetary
Fund (Fayyad is a former IMF worker). Setton
also speaks with politicians and activists on
both sides, including Yitzhak Frankenthal
and Nabeel Sweety of the Parents Circle,
who lost loved ones to internecine violence.
Majd Biltaji, a West Bank blogger, believes the
division between Fatah and Hamas, which
has controlled the Gaza Strip since 2007,
represents the biggest roadblock. Biltaji uses
social media to share information and to
organize protests. Although Hamas refuses
to cooperate with Fayyad, his plan succeeds
in most other respects; as he puts it, “We’re
on the homestretch to freedom.” But then
the U.S. insists on border limitations that
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
refuses to accept. In the end, Palestine makes
progress, but the U.N. Security Council has
doubts, and their ruling represents a compromise. A solid documentary on a political
hot-topic issue, this is recommended. Aud: C,
P. (K. Fennessy)

Stop Traffick HHH1/2

(2014) 35 min. DVD: $49.95 (downloadable
teacher’s guide available). Learning ZoneXpress.
PPR. Closed captioned.

Stop Traffick begins with the titular fictional short film, which stars Stephen Baldwin as
a member of a secret network that extracts
young women from a life of servitude and
delivers them to a safe haven. Written and
directed by Wes Halula, the story follows a
frantic mother who is trying to locate and
bring home her daughter, now a sex slave kept
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under the watchful eye of brutal pimps. The
second part of the presentation is the short
documentary Human Trafficking in America,
which partly concerns the making of Stop
Traffick but goes beyond to lay out how trafficking actually works, why young people
become ensnared in it (often while still living
at home with their families), and what can
be done about the problem. A powerful look
at a human rights issue that is more often
associated with Far Eastern countries such
as Thailand, this eye-opening and often
harrowing program is highly recommended.
Aud: H, C, P. (T. Keogh)

fire at all, but do emit clouds of carcinogens
when burned (leading, it is here claimed, to a
cancer epidemic among firefighters). Toxic Hot
Seat follows attempts made to overturn the
California regulation and de-toxify furniture
which are being fought by forces including
the powerful American Chemistry Council
(evidently the biggest congenital liar since Bill
Clinton), fake “citizen” fire-safety groups, and
industry-lobbyist donations aimed at controlling politicians. Offering a powerful look at a
disturbing topic, this is recommended. Aud:
C, P. (C. Cassady)

Toxic Hot Seat HHH

Tunisian Women: We Will Stand Up
HHH

Drawing from a Pulitzer Prize-winning
article series in the Chicago Tribune, filmmakers James Redford and Kirby Walker’s
stinging HBO-aired exposé of corporate
greed, deceit, and deadly chemicals used in
the flame-retardant industry effectively nails
its big-business/big-crime targets. Viewers
may be surprised to learn that flame-resistant
chemicals used in fabrics, especially for furniture, constitute a nightmare of industrial poisons that include DDT and PCB. This practice
actually originated due to the powerful,
amoral tobacco lobby, which resisted pressure
to prevent accidental fires through developing self-extinguishing cigarettes. Instead, a
law hatched in California wound up making
chemical giants wealthy through injecting
cushions and foam with toxins—which, in
real-world analysis, don’t even slow down

Filmmaker Hajer Ben Nasr’s documentary
focuses on the struggle for gender equality in
Tunisia, as seen through the experiences and
careers of seven high-profile Tunisian female
activists. Following Tunisia’s independence
from France in 1956, the nation seemed
to chart a very different course from other
predominantly Islamic countries in regard to
women’s rights, providing voting privileges
and professional opportunities for Tunisian
women that were scarce in other Arab lands.
But Tunisia has no history of benevolent democracy, and the dictatorial regimes of Habib
Bourguiba (who ruled from 1957 to 1987) and
Zine El Abidine Ben Ali (who came to power
in a coup in 1987 and headed the government until 2011) led to human rights abuses
that significantly burdened the country’s
political and economic development. The

(2013) 91 min. DVD: $95: high schools & public
libraries; $295 w/PPR: colleges & universities.
DRA. Ro*co Films Educational.

(2013) 56 min. In Arabic w/English subtitles. DVD:
$80: public libraries & high schools; $300: colleges
& universities. DRA. Third World Newsreel. PPR.

United States of Secrets HHH

(2014) 180 min. DVD: $24.99 ($54.99 w/PPR). PBS Video. SDH
captioned. ISBN: 978-1-62789-058-8.

After 9/11, Americans realized that there were huge intelligence
gaps regarding terrorist threats to the homeland. Almost immediately, top government officials, notably Vice President Dick
Cheney, proposed a sweeping expansion of intelligence gathering
techniques that simply came to be known as “the program.” This
two-part PBS-aired Frontline special from filmmakers Michael
Kirk and Martin Smith explores the government’s desire to “push
every boundary” while “taking the gloves off” in order to prevent
another 9/11. The “program” called for monitoring phone calls and Internet traffic, as
well as conducting warrantless data searches. One witness likens the affair to something
out of a John le Carré spy novel, with secret courts, clandestine meetings, and in one
case, a bizarre, contentious hospital bedside discussion between White House lawyers
and an ailing Attorney General. Government officials interviewed here speak with
surprising frankness and occasional bitterness, while journalists supply background
context on an operation “gone rogue.” Part two brings the story up to date during the
Obama years. Although initially promising “no more secrets,” Obama harbored an
instinctive dislike for news leaks, but his administration would experience pushback
from Silicon Valley companies, including Google and Facebook, that were caught up
in a “huge dragnet operation.” The documentary also covers the Edward Snowden affair, FBI raids, and indictments of suspected leakers, along with the inevitable political
fallout in today’s Washington. United States of Secrets effectively raises the question of
whether the “program” was worth the cost in lost trust and privacy violations. Recommended. Aud: H, C, P. (S. Rees)
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interviewees on camera here speak frankly
about the struggle for dignity and stability in
the midst of authoritarian rule. Most notably
Zeineb Chelbi—president of the Association
of Mothers of Victims of the Counterterrorism Law—offers jolting commentary about
Tunisia’s tradition of secret police activities
and the torture of prisoners. Although it helps
to have some familiarity with the history of
this North African republic, Tunisian Women
still tells a universally gripping and moving
story of strong women activists engaged in a
fight for human rights. Recommended. Aud:
C, P. (P. Hall)

A Will for the Woods HHH1/2

(2013) 93 min. DVD: $295. A Will for the Woods
(dist. by Bullfrog Films). PPR. SDH captioned.
ISBN: 1-94154-504-1.

It took four credited filmmakers—Amy
Browne, Jeremy Kaplan, Tony Hale, Brian
Wilson—to bring us the news that a majority of Americans are not aware of the option
of “green” burials, which utilize natural and
low-impact materials on protected land that
has not been clear-cut, as opposed to being
formaldehyde-entombed in a stainless-steel
coffin beneath a sterile, manicured lawn.
A Will for the Woods follows one such case,
the carefully planned memorial of North
Carolina-based Dr. Clark Wang, a lymphomastricken physician, musician, and folk dancer.
Although dying, Wang paradoxically blazes
with verve, wit, and energy—literally dancing
on his own (untreated wood) customized coffin. As his disease resists end-stage treatment,
Wang and his supportive wife Jane meet the
pioneers in a green burial movement and
begin to plan his home-based funeral (which
will take place without embalming fluid) and
subsequent green burial. The film avoids
heavy eco-preaching or extensive criticism
of the mainstream funeral industry (which
we are told will enthusiastically endorse
green burials as long as it does not amount
to admission of past toxic wrongdoing).
A fine complement to Mark Harris’s 2008
book Grave Matters, which covers some of
the same ground (no pun intended), this
thought-provoking documentary on end-oflife issues is highly recommended. Aud: C,
P. (C. Cassady)

TEEN ISSUES
Molly: Innocent Name, Deadly Drug
HHH1/2

(2014) 16 min. DVD: $149.95 (teacher’s guide
included). Human Relations Media. PPR. Closed
captioned. ISBN: 978-1-62706-044-8.

Shocking and informative, Molly exposes
the deadly realities behind a popular, highly
addictive drug with a deceptively friendly
name. The film begins with the question of
whether Molly is really just a chemical varia-
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tion on Ecstasy, the infamous party drug of
the late 1980s and ‘90s, arguing that Molly
appears to be much worse, responsible for
destroying the body’s cells, overheating the
brain, and changing a user’s personality over
time as addiction sets in. Molly has caused
deaths among young people, and also seems
to be a genuine gateway drug to heroin and
other harmful substances. Personal experiences are related here by a couple of former
users who descended into utter helplessness,
stealing from loved ones, abandoning relationships, and trading sex to obtain another
dose. Viewers also hear from a couple of experts about the unreliability of pills being
sold as Molly: often, the product is actually
a hodgepodge of dangerous chemicals and
stimulants that don’t even contain Molly’s
key ingredient, MDMA (which makes it tough
for emergency room doctors to know how to
treat the victim of an overdose). Featuring a
PDF teacher’s resource booklet, this timely
anti-drug guidance program is highly recommended. Aud: J, H, C, P. (T. Keogh)

here as the pair detail their escapades in the
no-regrets manner of yesteryear’s moonshiners or Prohibition rum-runners. Growing up
largely unsupervised due to their mother’s
death and their father’s long work hours as
a private pilot, the Doughertys turned into
pot-smuggling middlemen in the dope racket.
After hauling carloads north from Florida, the
pair made the next logical evolution, with
Terry earning a pilot’s license, mastering the
Fort Lauderdale-to-Columbia air route, and
making drops, mostly at willing private airstrips or fields in the dead of night in an Air
Force surplus DC-4. Filmmaker Sean Patrick
Crowell also interviews lawmen and looks
at the elaborate undercover trap in Alabama
that finally ended the brothers’ contraband

career. Little rancor is evident on either side,
and for the Doughertys the point seemed
to be more the thrill of flying outside the
law than money or addiction (the politics
of marijuana and legalization never come
up, but those who knew of the brothers’ occupation considered it no stigma). Although
heavy on talking heads, Grounded is an engaging documentary. Recommended. Aud:
P. (C. Cassady)

Outcasts: Surviving the Culture of
Rejection HHH

(2014) 71 min. DVD: $15. Hillhouse Video Works
(avail. from www.cultureofrejection.org). PPR.

While most prisoners long to be free, many

Money Smart HHH1/2

(2014) 26 min. DVD: $79.95 (downloadable
teacher’s guide available). Learning ZoneXpress.
PPR. Closed captioned.

A terrific primer for young people who
will soon be dealing with the real world of
income, bank accounts, credit, etc., Money
Smart looks at the basics of financial survival.
The opening segment teaches viewers how
to interpret a paycheck, explaining gross
pay versus net pay, federal and state taxes,
voluntary deductions (401k, etc.), and the
mysterious FICA. Later segments outline
good money habits, starting with savings.
Pay yourself first, financial advisers say, and
put more emphasis on savings than credit, as
financial institutions will pay out interest on
the former (viewers are also advised on the
conventional wisdom of saving three to six
months’ worth of income for emergencies).
Also covering the subjects of credit, investments, and banking security (i.e., how to
avoid identity theft) in accessible language,
this is highly recommended. Aud: J, H, C,
P. (T. Keogh)

LAW & CRIME
Grounded HHH

(2013) 75 min. DVD: $49.95 ($199 w/PPR).
Passion River. Closed captioned.

Pennsylvania brothers Terry and Jimmy
Dougherty claim to have been the most
prolific marijuana smugglers in recent American history, bringing tons of narcotics from
Columbia into the Eastern U.S. during
the 1970s, mostly by plane. Both are also
natural-born storytellers (Terry especially;
no wonder he now makes a legitimate living
as a “salesman”), which is quickly evident
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Locked Up in America HHH

(2014) 150 min. DVD: $24.99 ($54.99 w/PPR). PBS Video. SDH
captioned. ISBN: 978-1-62789-063-2.

For prisoners, solitary confinement or segregation can feel
like “being buried alive.” Directed by Dan Edge, this PBS-aired
two-part Frontline documentary examines two facets of crime
and justice in America today. “Solitary Nation” takes the viewer
inside the Maine State Prison, where hardened, violent criminals
spend 23 hours each day locked up in their cells. Solitary is often
a vision of bedlam—with howling inmates who cut themselves,
smear blood on the walls, urinate in their cells, and push bodily
wastes under the doors and out into the hallway (one inmate here regularly threatens
to kill the warden). Ironically, this behavior—provoked by solitary confinement—leads
to more time in lockdown. During the 19th century, solitary was considered to be
both humane and progressive, offering a time for inmates to meditate on their sins.
Today, prison officials are trying to find alternatives to this type of punishment, but
no solutions are on the horizon. “Prison State” takes viewers to Kentucky, where
“frequent flier” inmates—including teens—revolve in and out on a regular basis,
overtaxing prisons while also straining taxpayer resources. Some of the juveniles are
incarcerated for non-violent offenses, but their rage builds with each return trip to
prison. One Vietnam vet here tries to overcome nightmares and combat stress, hoping
to leave his old life of drug abuse and petty crime behind. A prison official concludes
that society must decide “who we are mad at and who we are afraid of,” and then
sentence accordingly. Featuring hardcore language and disturbing images, Locked Up
in America offers a thought-provoking look at a pressing social issue. Recommended.
Aud: C, P. (S. Rees)

will face daunting challenges upon release.
A dispiriting statistic here notes that 40-60
percent of ex-convicts return within three
years. Director Stephen Newton presents
a range of perspectives from academics,
social workers, law enforcement officers,
and state legislators in this Tennesseebased documentary. Dr. John Whitehead
of East Tennessee State University explains
that American prisons in the 19th century
focused on reform, which eventually gave
way to rehabilitation, but recidivism still
increased in the 20th century, due in part
to the tougher crime laws that started to
proliferate in the 1970s. With the rise of
privatization of prisons, incarceration
has become a profitable business, making
prison reform more difficult than ever.
Prisoners provide skilled labor to major
corporations such as Boeing and Microsoft,
but in the outside world they are far less
likely to secure jobs at those companies.
Friends and relatives also help contribute
to the corporate prison’s bottom line by
way of added charges for calls, letters, and
packages to convicts. As Dr. Nicole Prior
(Dr. Whitehead’s criminology colleague)
points out, the emphasis on longer sentences means that prisoners are less likely
to have a support system upon release, a
major factor in the cycle of recidivism. The
documentary ends by looking at regional
programs designed to help addicts to get
clean and to assist youthful offenders in
obtaining an education. While the use of
black-and-white video for the interviews
works well, the film suffers somewhat
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from a distracting and pervasive score.
But overall this is a solid title that will be
especially welcome in regional collections,
although the subject matter makes it also
of wider interest and the budget price is
very affordable. Recommended. Aud: C, P.
(K. Fennessy)

LANGUAGE ARTS
Anne Perry: Put Your Heart on the Page
HHH
(2013) 67 min. DVD: $24.99. The Entertainment
Bureau Ltd (dist. by Dreamscape Media).

English crime novelist Anne Perry talks
directly to the camera in this barebones
instructional program subtitled “An Introduction to Writing” (featuring little music,
a smidgen of effects, and some odd choices
of flashing onscreen text from her commentary—such as “poisonous gas”). Put
Your Heart on the Page finds Perry covering
the different parts of working on a story—
themes, plot, dialogue, exposition, settings,
scenes, research, and rewrites—with text
exercises bookending the chapters to help
a prospective author flesh out ideas. All of
these are important facets, but the bulk
of the program features Perry’s readings
from her own five-part World War I novel
series to illustrate points, which seems too
specific for a general primer. Still, Perry
does offer some good advice on getting to
know your characters, the importance of
establishing a basis for the plot within the
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first few pages, and the necessity of doing
solid research to avoid errors or silly mistakes. Despite its flaws, this is likely to be
a popular title that will be sought out by
would-be writers. Recommended. Aud: P.
(J. Williams-Wood)

NATURE, MATH & SCIENCE
Powell to Powell: Portraits of the Upper
Colorado River HHH
(2013) 22 min. DVD: $39: public libraries & high
schools; $69: colleges & universities. DRA. Green
Planet Films. PPR. Closed captioned.

Filmmakers Will Stauffer-Norris and Zak
Podmore chronicle their four-month 2012
odyssey from Lake Powell in Colorado’s
Rocky Mountain National Park to another
Lake Powell, this one formed by the Glen
Canyon Dam on the Utah-Arizona border.
The two companions walked, kayaked, and
rafted along the vast and mighty Colorado
River in order to see how well the liquid
carver of the Grand Canyon is meeting the
tremendous demands put upon it, including serving the needs of 30 million people
(and counting), plus agriculture, delicate
ecosystems, and recreation. Along the way,
the pair speak with farmers, ranchers, water
managers, conservationists, and others
who offer various perspectives. Viewers
will learn that high up in the river system,
some 60 percent of the water is diverted to
the Denver area, where it is used for watering lawns in an arid climate, among other
things. The river comprises just 3 percent
of Colorado’s land mass but supports a huge
percentage of its wildlife, although many
species have been negatively impacted
or even eradicated by changes over the
years. On their way downstream, the duo
pass fracking operations, which re-use the
water extracted from the river, loading it
with noxious chemicals that can seep into
a declining water table. Once they reach
lower Lake Powell, the filmmakers launch
an experimental craft powered by solar
cells, which creeps slowly across the vast
reservoir. Offering a brief scenic introduction to a beautiful area beset by serious
environmental challenges, this is recommended. Aud: C, P. (F. Gardner)

Saving the Life Keepers HHH

(2013) 62 min. DVD: $49: public libraries; $250:
colleges & universities. DRA. Green Planet Films.
PPR. Closed captioned.

Subtitled The New Science of Sustainable
Beekeeping, this documentary consists of
two dozen short chapters—some consisting
of only a few seconds of sound-bites—from
scientists, beekeepers, and other experts on
the care and feeding of bees (those critical
pollinaters), as well as other topics, such
as cooking with honey and creating mass
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plantings of protein-rich flowers. These
techniques apply not just to honeybees but
also to mason bees and bumblebees, with
examples presented from the perspective
of gardeners and beekeepers in two regions:
Vancouver, BC, and Mexico’s Yucatan
(among those featured prominently are
conservationist Brian Campbell, founder
of the Bee School in Vancouver, and Dr.
J. Javier G. Quezada-Euan of the Autonomous University of Yucatan). The struggles
of honeybees, in particular, to survive
parasitic mites and sudden hive collapse
have been documented elsewhere, but
filmmaker Jocelyn Demers’ Saving the Life
Keepers adds rich detail, as practitioners in
Canada discuss their methods for keeping
bees happy and hives healthy, while Mexican beekeepers note their preference for
aggressive Africanized bees (once demonized as “killer bees”) because they produce
so much honey. Offering an informative
look at a major ecological concern, this is
recommended. Aud: C, P. (F. Gardner)

AWARD-WINNING

Streaming
Video
FOR ALL
LIBRARIES

CLASSROOM VIDEO

HIGH SCHOOLS

ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS

HEALTH & FITNESS

New

First Aid Emergencies: In the
Community HHH

(2013) 25 min. DVD: $129.95. DRA. VEA (dist.
by Films Media Group). PPR. ISBN: 978-0-81608656-6.

This straightforward program offers a
refresher overview of basic first aid, centering on medical issues that one might come
across in the community (often in outdoor
settings): broken bones, bloody wounds,
strains, head or spinal injuries, unconsciousness, hypothermia, heatstroke, and
heart attacks (other topics, such as insect
bites or contact rashes from something
like poison ivy are not covered). A narrator issues the same important but obvious
advice repeatedly (stay calm, apply first aid,
and seek medical attention), while practitioners and actors portraying “victims”
demonstrate recommended procedures.
Acronyms such as “RICER” for strains (rest,
ice, compression, elevation, and referral or
help) are intended to be helpful mnemonics
but sometimes seem cumbersome: rather
than try to remember what “DRS ABCD”
stands for in the event of a suspected heart
attack (Danger, Response, Send for Help;
Airways, Breathing, CPR, Defibrillation),
it’s probably easier to remember that one
should start administering CPR while
waiting for the ambulance. This otherwise
well-intentioned and informative primer is
recommended. Aud: P. (F. Gardner)

PUBLIC LIBRARIES

design
changes!

372,000 VIDEO CLIPS
21,000 FULL-LENGTH VIDEOS

800 PRODUCERS
35 SUBJECT AREAS

300+ MILLION VIEWS
13+ MILLION USERS

www.InfobaseLearning.com/TrialAD2014

Facts On File | Chelsea House | Bloom’s | Ferguson’s | The World Almanac ® | Films Media Group

TB: Silent Killer HHH

(2014) 90 min. DVD: $24.99 ($54.99 w/PPR). PBS
Video. SDH captioned. ISBN: 978-1-62789-034-2.

1-800-322-8755 • OnlineSales@InfobaseLearning.com

Tuberculosis was once a great infectious
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ENVIRONMENTAL
FILMS
DVDs | Streaming
VOICES OF TRANSITION
Voices of Transition
presents innovative,
inspirational – and
concrete – solutions
to the food security
challenges we
humans increasingly
face. It explores
agroforestry models in France, permaculture
and transition town initiatives in England
and the organic farming revolution in Cuba.
2013 | 65 MINS

SURVIVING EARTH
Surviving Earth
is an independent
Australian documentary featuring Prof.
Tim Flannery, Prof. Ian
Lowe, Dr. Ian Dunlop,
Prof. Paul Ehrlich and
Bindi Irwin among others on the topics of
resource depletion, climate change
adaptation / mitigation and over population.
2014 | 95 MINS

HUNGER IN AMERICA

A powerful documentary
tackling the hunger
epidemic in America.
Narrated by James Denton.
What does the face of
hunger look like? Is it a child in Ethiopia? An
aging man in Somalia? Or a family in povertystricken India? This eye-opening documentary
will change your whole perception on what
hunger looks like. 2014 | 60 MINS

www.greenplanetfilms.org
PO Box 247, Corte Madera, CA 94976

415-377-5471
sales@greenplanetfilms.org
DVDs: Midwest Tape, AV Cafe, Follett , GPF
STREAMING: Kanopy, FMG, ASP, Overdrive

Mobilize HHH1/2

(2014) 84 min. DVD: $19.98. The Disinformation Company/TDC
(avail. from most distributors). ISBN: 978-1-939517-25-8.

What are the long-term health consequences from daily use
of cellular phones? No one really knows, since widespread cell
phone use is fairly new. Still, filmmaker Kevin Kunze’s documentary Mobilize makes a strong case that persuasive evidence
has emerged regarding the potential for damage to the human
body through heavy cell phone usage. Buried in the fine print
of the manuals that accompany new cell phones are warnings
about keeping the devices a short distance from a user’s head.
But studies outlined here make it clear that such precautions aren’t enough: radiation from phones causes heat that, over time, can injure the brain, while a phone’s
constant radio interactions with mobile device towers can alter brain chemistry.
The problems don’t end there: cell phones carry a potential threat to pregnant
women and their babies, and have been linked to cancer, low sperm count, and
attention deficit disorder (the industry is also marketing to toddlers, assuring that
future generations will be exposed to this radiation). Despite the concerns, Mobilize
illustrates how the lobbying and legal powers of the telecommunications industry
have been able to shut down any legislative or judicial attempts to curb emissions
(or even educate consumers). An alarming documentary with unquestionably
controversial findings, this is highly recommended. Aud: C, P. (T. Keogh)

scourge in America. Although greatly diminished as a domestic threat, TB is now
a growing menace in Swaziland and other
parts of southern Africa, where it is not
only spreading but also becoming resistant
to treatment. Filmmaker Jezza Neumann’s
PBS-aired Frontline documentary takes viewers inside southern Africa’s TB hospitals,
where many patients already have immune
systems compromised by HIV, and are hesitant about getting treatment, choosing to
avoid the stigma by keeping their diagnosis
a secret or delaying taking action. Sometimes multiple generations are stricken
with TB, leaving behind orphans with no
one to care for them. One 12-year-old girl
here, who lost her mother to the disease,
is now confined in a distant hospital for
many months at a time, with no family or
friends able to visit, and very little for her
to do. Many patients stop taking their meds
because of painful side effects including
acute nausea and weight loss, which can
often lead to worse permanent conditions
such as hearing loss, or even death. TB is
a highly contagious disease that requires
space and isolation, but there are too few
beds for patients, and sometimes it is difficult to find enough staff to care for them.
A bleak but informative documentary on a
terrible situation in Ebola-afflicted Africa
that also underscores the potential wider
health risks in our era of global travel, this
is recommended. Aud: C, P. (S. Rees)

Walter: Lessons from the World’s Oldest
People HH1/2
(2013) 54 min. DVD: $24.95 ($295 w/PPR). Red
Popsicle (dist. by Janson Media). DRA. ISBN: 9781-56839-490-9.

A documentary about the world’s oldest

V I D E O

L I B R A R I A N

64

people would seem to hold promise, but filmmaker Hunter Weeks unfortunately spends
as much time on himself as he does on his
subject. Before introducing 114-year-old
Walter Breuning, who lives in a Minneapolis
retirement home, Weeks shares a Valentine’s
Day dinner with his fiancée, Sarah. Walter
doesn’t hear well and he uses a motorized
scooter, but he remembers events from over
a hundred years ago, including the sinking
of the Titanic. When Weeks isn’t visiting
with Walter, or meeting with others, he
continues to film his conversations, clinches,
and meals with Sarah. Although he tries
to tie the two things together (according
to Weeks, the film is a project, like their
relationship), the connection is tenuous, at
best. Fortunately, he is able to glean some
interesting facts about Walter, who grew
up with his mother after his father left, and
became a railroad worker at the age of 17.
Weeks also meets with senior gerontology
consultant Robert Young from the Guinness
Book of World Records, who says that 116 is
the age of the oldest living person. Besse
Cooper was the then-current record-holder,
so Weeks and Sarah travel to Georgia to
interview her. Unlike Walter, she’s confined
to a bed, can barely hear (they have to yell
in her ear), and needs help eating. They also
meet with 110-year-old Mary Tankursley in
Texas, 109-year-old Sister Cecilia in Rome,
and Juana Bautista in Cuba, who claims to
be 126 (Young considers that doubtful). As
for Walter, he doesn’t know why he’s beat the
odds, and he offers a simple recommendation: “Keep your mind and your body busy.”
Despite the director’s missteps, there is still
value here for collections on aging, as well as
viewers interested in centenarians. A strong
optional purchase. Aud: C, P. (K. Fennessy)
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CHILDBIRTH & PARENTING
Catching Babies: Celebrating the Power
of Birth, Mothers and Midwives HHH

ant mom’s family performs to celebrate her
pregnancy and anticipate her baby’s birth.
An inspiring documentary about an individual-centered, community-based birthing clinic, this is recommended. Aud: C, P.
(M. Puffer-Rothenberg)

(2011) 60 min. In English & Spanish w/English
subtitles. DVD: $80: public libraries & high
schools; $300: colleges & universities. DRA. Third
World Newsreel. PPR.

Filmed at the El Paso, TX, Maternidad La
Luz birth center, director Barni A. Qaasim’s
Catching Babies takes a look at childbirth
from the perspective of four midwives-intraining who are enrolled in a midwifery
program that offers in one year the equivalent
of a three-year course schedule elsewhere.
Serving low-income Mexican and MexicanAmerican women, La Luz has a reputation for
empowering mothers and families—building
relationships with patients while also providing care that goes beyond the merely clinical.
This is in contrast to conventional obstetric
care, where physicians may spend little time
getting to know a patient, be indifferent to
her emotional state, wind up making decisions for her, and/or focus on what might
go wrong during pregnancy and birth. A La
Luz student notes that occasionally women
in labor must be referred to a hospital, which
can be rough on the midwives who have
encouraged women to have a natural birth.
Some time is also devoted to a traditional
Mexican sweat lodge ritual that an expect-

Sponsored by BayView Entertainment

BUSINESS & ECONOMICS
Chilean Mine Rescue: The Unstoppable
Team HHH

(2012) 20 min. DVD: $129.95. DRA. Films Media
Group. PPR. Closed captioned. ISBN: 978-081608-826-3.

Subtitled “A Case Study in Group Decision Making,” this short film draws on one
of the most dramatic news events of recent
years—the 2010 rescue of 33 Chilean miners
who were trapped underground for 69 days
following a massive cave-in—to present a
business training exercise. The effort to retrieve the men involved the participation of
an international coalition of government and
private entities—including the seemingly
unlikely assistance of NASA. The successful
liberation of the workers from their subterranean captivity serves here as a case study of
how corporate teams can effectively achieve
their own desired outcomes. In concept, the
premise is strictly Business 101: covering
the importance of having a clearly defined
goal, the ability to reinforce the vision of the

BEGINNER’S GUIDE TO
MINDFULNESS MEDITATION
OIW8107 $19.99

A Beginner's Guide to Mindfulness Meditation
with Ira Israel is a unique feature-length wellness
DVD designed to teach beginners everything they
need to know to practice meditation, cultivate peace
of mind and reduce stress. Ira Israel is a Licensed
Professional Clinical Counselor and Licensed Marriage
and Family Therapist and has graduate degrees in
Psychology,
Philosophy, and Religious Studies.
Ps

PETS
My Bionic Pet HHH

(2014) 60 min. DVD: $19.99 ($42.99 w/PPR). PBS Video. SDH captioned.
ISBN: 978-1-62789-002-1.

For animal lovers, this PBS-aired Nature documentary is likely
to produce a few tears. While cats and dogs can be remarkably
resilient, it’s hard not to feel for a pet suffering from limited
mobility. But just as prosthetics can transform a person’s life,
veterinarians are working to do the same for animals. One subject,
a pig with a genetic abnormality, gets a new lease on life by way
of a wheelchair-like device, while a border collie walks normally
for the first time thanks to prosthetic limbs that compensate for
legs damaged at birth. Although these creatures might have faced euthanasia in the
past, their caretakers found ways to give them a good life. This can be an especially
critical issue for horses, who can develop the terminal illness laminitis after losing a
hoof, but Molly, a New Orleans pony who lost part of a leg during Hurricane Katrina,
has beat the odds with her prosthetic. Interestingly, the veterinarian who operated on
Driftwood, the Nova Scotia collie, has a prosthetic leg himself, making him literally
more empathetic to the animal’s situation. Other subjects include an alligator missing
most of his tail and a swan without part of her beak. Martin Kaufmann, one of several
prosthetics makers, demonstrates how he makes molds from original limbs to create
fiberglass replacements. In Kaufmann’s view, “an animal can do fine on three legs,”
but “it can do awesome on four legs.” While the message is laudable—animals aren’t
expendable—some information about medical costs would have been useful, as some
of these specialized procedures are likely to be beyond the financial means of many
pet owners. Still, this is an inspiring documentary that points towards a promising
future for animals. Recommended. Aud: P. (K. Fennessy)
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FAT-BURNING WALKING WORKOUT
BAY2062 $14.99
This DVD from tness legend Kathy Smith will aid in
increasing your cardio endurance, keeping you active and
improving exibility and range of motion. Kathy leads you
through two workout routines: 1. Indoor Walking workout
is an excellent cardio program that equates to
approximately a two mile outside walk. 2. Stretch & Flex
workout using a stretching strap (or similar device) helps
inc
increase exibility and range of motion. Designed for any
tness level, this program will help you feel youthful,
healthy, t and toned all over.

Order from your distributor or
call BayView at 201-488-6110
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Discoveries... America

National Parks

40+ titles, $24.95 ea / New titles monthly

Previously released:

Grand Canyon
AZ Footprints
Of The Ancients
Lyndon B. Johnson
Japanese American
Incarceration
Mount Rainier
& Mount St Helens
Mount Rushmore
FL Everglades
& Biscayne
San Antonio Missions

Yellowstone
Dry Tortugas
Arches, Canyonlands
& Natural Bridges
New Orleans Jazz
Hawaii
Wrangell-St Elias
Cuyahoga Valley
Yosemite
Glacier &
Craters Of The Moon
Katmai, Lake Clark
& Alagnak

200+ DVD titles / Also available in Blu-ray

mission, the need to leverage the skills and
talents of the multiple personalities involved
in a project, the willingness to recruit outside
partners when extra assistance is needed, and
the versatility to adapt alternative solutions
when initial strategies fail. A somewhat odd
example for a corporate training work, it
nonetheless serves as a vigorous reminder
of the indefatigable spirit of the parties involved in the rescue and a stirring tribute to
the bravery of the trapped miners and their
anguished families during the extended
period of the mission. Recommended. Aud:
H, C, P. (P. Hall)

SPORTS, GAMES & RECRE ATION
Can’t Miss Games and Activities for
Youth Development HHH

(2013) 50 min. DVD: $109. Ezra Holland and Bill
Michaelis (dist. by Alexander Street Press). PPR.

Looking for ways to foster teamwork?
This program (subtitled “Proven Accessible
Tools for Educators and Group Leaders”)
demonstrates a number of activities that
have proven to be successful in developing
cooperation, communication, and what the
cover text refers to as “healthy competition”
and “the common good.” Developed and
presented by Ezra Holland (an expert in workforce development and a faculty member in
the business school at Endicott College in
Massachusetts) and Dr. Bill Michaelis (professor emeritus at San Francisco State University
and a leadership development consultant),
Can’t Miss Games and Activities for Youth
Development is based on hundreds of workshops the pair have conducted over several
decades. The activities are divided into two
categories—“Cooperative Team Building”
and “Low Key Competitive”—but all contain
common elements: simple instructions; little

or no cost; suitability for a wide range of skill
levels; and a balance between challenge and
fun (and group members are given the opportunity to practice before being called upon to
perform the actual maneuvers). A fine model
for helping people to feel confident about the
basics of teamwork before asking them to take
things to the next level, this is recommended.
Aud: H, C, P. (C. Block)

Driven: From Wheelchair to Race Car
HHH1/2

(2014) 55 min. DVD: $19.95. Cinema Libre Studio
(avail. from most distributors).

Filmmaker Brian Malone’s fascinating and
enthralling Driven illustrates how unrelenting determination and the latest scientific
breakthroughs can overlap and create a powerful emotional victory. Central to the film
is Mike Bauer, a performer and athlete whose
life was interrupted by a motorcycle accident
that left him paralyzed. Despondent to the
point of suicide, Bauer received a new lease
on life thanks to the work of Dr. Scott Falci,
a rehabilitative neurosurgeon and auto racing enthusiast. Recognizing Bauer’s will to
literally get his life back into the fast lane,
Falci designed a racing car with special adaptive controls for someone who was paraplegic, a project that led to the birth of a new
company, Falci Adaptive Motorsports, which
encourages competitive driving by paraplegics and quadriplegics. Driven underscores
the fact that disability is not synonymous
with inability, while the can-do attitudes of
Falci and Bauer are infectiously inspiring.
Even for viewers with little or no interest
in auto racing, the documentary serves
up an invaluable lesson on overcoming
obstacles through patience, planning, and
the support of positive individuals. DVD
extras include bonus shorts on the building
of Bauer’s first racing car and his breakthrough test lap, and a photo gallery. Highly

Northern Light HHH

Fruit & Vegetables:
Color Power DVD
Item #300050 | Price: $79.95 | Grade 6 - Adult

Join food and health professionals in this
new title from Learning ZoneXpress to
discover the power of fruits and vegetables.
“…offering compelling arguments,
this should help encourage healthy
dietary habits. Recommended.”
–Video Librarian, Sept/Oct 2014
23 Minutes, Closed Captioned
UPC #846742004803

1.888.455.7003
learningzonexpress.com
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(2013) 105 min. DVD: $24.98. Icarus Films Home Video (avail. from
most distributors). Closed captioned.

Despite the cover art that will probably pigeonhole this as a
sports film, director Nick Bentgen’s cinema vérité Northern Light is
more accurately ethnographic in its scrutiny of Upper Michigan’s
working class at play (and the region’s stereotypical deer hunting is only briefly featured). Machinist Isaac Wolfgang stars on
the regional racing circuit (stock cars in summer, snowmobiles
in winter), enjoying relative affluence and renown. Meanwhile,
his wife Emily strives to enter competitive bodybuilding. Truck
driver Walt Komarnizki, on the eve of becoming a grandfather, still wants to race snowmobiles even though the pastime is taking its toll on his back. In between household
dramas of pregnancies, job searches, and taking in a neighborhood girl whose home
life has been destroyed by drugs, the families eagerly anticipate the annual Sault Ste.
Marie International 500 Snowmobile Race, a grueling marathon of 500 laps. But when
that’s over, of course, life must go on. One gets a strong sense that Upper Peninsula
people—written off by mainstream-media culture as rustic ice-fishing bumpkins or
laid-off lumberjacks—are (not surprisingly) a lot like the rest of us. Recommended.
Aud: C, P. (C. Cassady)
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recommended. Aud: C, P. (P. Hall)

Fight HHH

(2014) 44 min. DVD: $195. DRA. National Film
Board of Canada. PPR. Closed captioned.

Filmmaker Ervin Chartrand’s punchy
documentary short focuses on two at-risk
Canadian First Nation teens in Winnipeg.
Underperforming in class, Rene Catcheway
and Melvin Delorme enroll in a remedial
course in boxing, learning discipline under
teacher-coach Randy Baleski. Although tardy
and unmotivated insofar as schoolwork is
concerned, Rene is smitten with the idea
of boxing as an entree to his declared goal
of becoming a mixed martial arts fighting
champion. Meanwhile, Melvin’s sparring in
the ring exposes the depths of his personal
trauma of childhood abuse. Given how differently each troubled young man reacts to
putting on the gloves, it’s a surprise which
one of them seems to be pulling his life together by the end of this film, which does not
quite follow the familiar Karate Kid template.
Recommended. Aud: C, P. (C. Cassady)

seams (such as those found in store-bought
garments). Here, instructor Pamela Leggett
demonstrates many easy and effective
techniques, including decorative seams,
lacy edgings, gathers, pin tucks, and T-shirt
construction (she even shows a simple way
to cut and sew an oversized tee into a formfitting garment). Leggett also offers practical
tips on how to set up the machine, which
kinds of thread work best, and how to deal
with delicate material, while also covering the
insertion of zippers and hidden elastic waistbands, finishing touches such as piping, and
the creation of knot-like buttons. The viewer
is expected to know some terminology, such
as “upper looper” or “stitch-in-the-ditch,”
but those are topics that should be covered

in owner’s manuals that accompany sergers.
DVD extras include an impressively compact
guide to serger maintenance. Combining
excellent close-up work and clear directions,
this fine instructional program full of clever
and inventive ideas is highly recommended.
Aud: P. (F. Gardner)

THE ARTS
Design Is One HHH

(2012) 79 min. DVD: $27.95. First Run Features
(avail. from most distributors, Dec. 2). Closed
captioned.

Kathy Brew and Roberto Guerra’s docu-

BRINGING AWARD-WINNING
DOCUMENTARIES TO THE WORLD

West Point Paintball HHH

(2014) 60 min. DVD: $19.95 $295 w/PPR). DRA.
Mobile Green Screen (dist. by Janson Media). ISBN:
978-1-56839-491-6.

The U.S. Army’s military academy at West
Point, NY, holds fundraisers, including a
hugely popular annual paintball competition
that draws weekend warriors into simulated
battlefield challenges. Organized and hosted
by the academy’s officers and cadets—with
an emphasis on fun—what is called “scenario
paintball” takes place over an entire weekend
and is set on rough, hilly terrain that is often
socked in by fog. Despite that handicap and
the strenuous physical demands, the game
draws enthusiasts who come well-prepared
with customized paintball guns, Nerf missiles, mini-tanks, and serious hardware to
protect head and body. The competition is
high-level but structured, with rules designed
to ensure player safety. Filmmaker Jay Alan
Lavely deftly captures the exciting action in
this documentary that—regardless of what
one thinks of paintball—is marked by a
surprisingly infectious spirit. Recommended.
Aud: P. (T. Keogh)

CRAF T S, ART S & HOBBIES
Fashion Serge with Pamela Leggett
HHH1/2

(2014) 45 min. DVD: $24.95. The Taunton Press
(dist. by The AV Cafe). PPR. ISBN: 978-1-62710910-9.

Many people who sew are familiar with
the serger, an extremely useful type of sewing
machine (able to handle stretchy knit fabric
with ease) that uses three or four threads
simultaneously to create professional-quality
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50 CHILDREN
The Rescue Mission of Mr. and Mrs. Kraus

QUALITY BALLS
The David Steinberg Story

“Heart-wrenching, thrilling and above all relevant.”
—The New York Times

“Reason to applaud… with a hearty ‘Booga booga.’”
—Variety

Highly recommended by Video Librarian 1/2
The incredible, EMMY nominated story of an American
couple who, against all odds, brought the single largest
group of children during the Holocaust out of Nazi
Germany and into the United States.

Recommended by Video Librarian 
Steinberg’s incredible career influenced a generation
and now, after 25 years, he returns to the stage in this
exceptional biography.

LOST TOWN

PORTRAIT OF WALLY

"Both a haunting tale...and an uplifting celebration"
—Video Librarian

“A cinematic masterwork about a painted masterpiece.”
—E. Nina Rothe, Huffington Post
Highly recommended by Video Librarian 1/2

Recommended by Video Librarian 

The “Wally” case brought the story of Nazi art loot into the
open, eventually forcing museums in Europe and the U.S.
to search their own collections for suspect objects.

The story of one man’s obsessive search to get closer to
his deceased father by uncovering the story of his family’s
town of Trochenbrod.

For more information on these films and to view our catalog, please visit 7thart.com
edu@7thart.com

tel: 323-259-8259
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a new group, putting the fate of the original
in jeopardy. An engaging documentary, Off
the Floor makes a convincing case for pole
dancing as a respectable discipline. Recommended. Aud: C, P. (K. Fennessy)

The Girls in the Band HHH

(2012) 88 min. DVD: $99: public libraries & high schools; $349: colleges
& universities. One Step Productions (avail. from www.thegirlsintheband.
com).

When it comes to jazz history, female instrumentalists are
rarely mentioned, but director Judy Chaikin here gives them
their belated due. Most of the interviewees hail from musical
families that encouraged their efforts. Several all-girl bands
sprung up during the vaudeville era—including the Fayettes and
the Ingenues—and women jazz musicians backed up entertainers like Ada Leonard and Anna Marie Hutton, but mixed-gender
groups weren’t much of an option. Saxophone player Peggy Gilbert recalls that a band
leader offered to hire her until his all-male ensemble talked him out of it. Exceptions
to the rule included pianist Marian McPartland, who appears in Art Kane’s famous A
Great Day in Harlem group photo; pianist Mary Lou Williams, who wrote for Tommy
Dorsey and Benny Goodman; and trumpeter Billie Rogers, who played with Woody
Herman. But even women with famous husbands, such as Louis Armstrong’s wife, Lil
Hardin—who founded the Hot Five—had a hard time receiving recognition for their
achievements. While genders rarely performed together, the International Sweethearts
of Rhythm featured a mixed-race lineup, which experienced few problems in the North
or Europe, but met with difficulties touring the South. Regardless of the music, women’s
reality differed markedly from their male counterparts, especially since looks were a
big part of the package. Flouncy dresses were in, saddle shoes were out, but no matter
how well they played, some people still thought of them as a novelty. Things began
to change in the 1970s, and Chaikin ends by profiling contemporary players such as
drummer Terri Lyne Carrington and bassist Esperanza Spalding, who found a more
welcoming reception thanks to the pioneers who came before them. Recommended.
Aud: C, P. (K. Fennessy)
mentary showcases Lella and Massimo
Vignelli, a husband-and-wife team whose
firm was responsible for some of the most
enduring informational graphics in modern
design—including the signage and maps for
New York’s Metropolitan Transit Authority and logos for American Airlines, Ford,
Knoll, and Bloomingdale’s. The simple
but elegant style that informs their work
with fonts (especially Helvetica, which has
virtually become Massimo’s signature) is
also found in their other creations, which
include furniture, clothing, jewelry, dishes,
silverware, books, and buildings such as
St. Peter’s Church in Manhattan. That approach also characterizes Brew and Guerra’s
Design Is One, which is more concerned with
aesthetics than conventional biographical
detail (the emphasis here is on the Vignellis as successful professionals, making little
reference to their childhood or careers prior
to arriving in the U.S.). The Vignellis’ approaches perfectly complement each other,
with Massimo’s imagination and Lella’s
pragmatism combining to achieve a uniquely harmonious final result that manages to
be both striking and utilitarian. Interviews
with the Vignellis (along with friends,
clients, and commentators) alternate with
well-chosen examples of their output over
the years, culminating in the dedication
of the Vignelli Center for Design Studies at
the Rochester Institute of Technology—to
which the Vignellis donated the complete
archive of their work. Recommended. Aud:
C, P. (F. Swietek)
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Off the Floor HHH

(2014) 84 min. DVD: $129: public libraries & high
schools; $250: colleges & universities. DRA. Dark
Hollow Films. PPR.

Co-directors Katie and Mathew Celia
begin by distinguishing between stripping
and contemporary pole dancing (women
don’t disrobe in the latter), which also incorporates moves from modern dance and
aerobic fitness. Jessica Anderson-Gwin, the
primary subject, spends a lot of her time
here clearing up misconceptions about pole
dancing for the uninitiated. Although one
speaker, Annemarie Davies (United Pole
Artists), hails from the strip club world, the
rest don’t (or if they do, they don’t mention
it). Anderson-Gwin credits actress Sheila
Kelley (L.A. Law, Dancing at the Blue Iguana)
with popularizing the practice through her
“S Factor” fitness clubs, which have attracted
members of the Hollywood crowd. After
graduating from UCLA in dance, AndersonGwin decides to put together the first pole
dancing company, which she dubs Jagged,
finding a practice space, recruiting dancers,
rehearsing routines, and booking shows. To
earn money for living and other expenses,
she also works as a waitress. She experiences
a few setbacks along the way, but the first
show goes so well that her troupe winds up
on MTV’s America’s Best Dance Crew, although
the judges make more comments about their
looks than their work. Undeterred, Jagged
puts on more performances, but for a combination of personal and professional reasons,
Anderson-Gwin moves to Nashville to form

68

Turtle Power: The Definitive History
of the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
HH1/2

(2014) 98 min. DVD: $22.98. Paramount Home
Entertainment (avail. from most distributors).
Closed captioned.

Randall Lobb’s slick documentary, released
to coincide with the Michael Bay-produced
2014 reboot Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
(trailered here, but otherwise not plugged),
chronicles the history of the martial-arts
reptiles/pop-culture phenomenon. Created by New England indie comics artists
Kevin Eastman and Peter Laird as a one-off
spoof, teen terrapins Leonardo, Donatello,
Michelangelo, and Leonardo unexpectedly
made a big impact on readers. A canny agent
convinced toy retailers that the Turtles would
be an action-figure bonanza—as long as a
TV cartoon was produced, which followed
(at one point running seven days a week!). A
lengthy sidebar on the first Turtles live-action
movie (1990) details the artistic/technological
triumph for Jim Henson’s SFX team (Sesame
Street’s former Elmo, Kevin Clash, puppeteered Splinter the Rat). But later TV iterations, the CGI TMNT movie, and subsequent
Nickelodeon series’ are all ignored here (as is
Venus de Milo, the first female Ninja Turtle).
Spottily addressed are the professional travails
of Eastman and Laird, who became comics
superstars but found that wealth and business deals eroded their creative partnership.
Interest may be limited to Turtle fans (and
those with an urgent need to know who first
said “Cowabunga, dude!”), but that fan base
is both large and loyal. Although hardly the
definitive history, this should still be considered a strong optional purchase. Aud: P.
(C. Cassady)

HI S T OR Y & C URRE N T E V E N T S
D-Day 360 HHH1/2

(2014) 60 min. DVD: $24.99 ($54.99 w/PPR). PBS
Video. SDH captioned. ISBN: 978-1-62789-071-7.

June 6, 1944, which marked the beginning
of the end for Hitler’s Germany, witnessed
the biggest logistical military operation in
history. Two years in the planning, D-Day
involved thousands of ships, aircraft, and
soldiers, in an attempt to breach Hitler’s
Atlantic wall of defenses. On the 70th anniversary of D-Day, filmmaker Ian Duncan’s
PBS-aired documentary combines first-person
narratives with animation to explore the desperate gamble by the Allies to win a foothold
on the Normandy coast of France. Although
the Allies outnumbered the Germans 4 to 1,
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the operation was anything but a sure thing.
The brilliant German general Rommel had
seeded a “devil’s garden” of stakes, pikes,
and “castrator” landmines on the beach,
with the intention of trapping soldiers at the
water’s edge, while the Germans waited in
well-fortified bunkers, armed with dreaded
weapons including the 88mm guns, which
were aimed down the beaches rather than
out to sea, creating a deadly crossfire trap.
Meanwhile, the Allies employed a “conveyor
belt” tactic to move soldiers off the beach
quickly and make room for successive waves
of fresh troops and supplies. In the fog of war,
mistakes were naturally made, as Allied guns
from ships and aircraft overshot German
targets, and tricky tides and poor weather
visibility only added to the problems. The first
wave of American soldiers on Omaha beach
paid a terrible price, particularly Virginia’s
“Bedford boys,” who suffered a 92 percent
casualty rate, leading one survivor to say
they were “sacrificed.” In the end, American
soldiers’ abilities to improvise amidst chaos
helped save the day. Combining superior
graphics with a compelling narrative, this
WWII documentary is highly recommended.
Aud: H, C, P. (S. Rees)

jazzy elements. Bundled with a booklet,
this documentary boasting true cinematic
artistry is recommended. [Note: also newly
available is Bill Morrison: Collected Works 1996
to 2013—priced at $49.98—which includes
The Great Flood, Decasia, and over a dozen
other films.] Aud: C, P. (F. Swietek)

Jews & Muslims: Origins (610-721)
HHH

(2014) 52 min. DVD: $225. DRA. Film Ideas. PPR.
ISBN: 978-1-60572-741-7.

Filmmaker Karim Miské’s Jews & Muslims
is a four-part series detailing the long and
often tortured relationship between Jews and
Muslims across the Middle East and Europe.

The initial episode, Origins, traces the birth
of Islam to the year 610 in Arabia, where a
multicultural network of tribes managed to
coexist with some measure of good relations.
Into this mix arrived Muhammad, whose
vision for a new religion found favor among
many polytheistic Arabs. The documentary
relies heavily on stylized animation to depict
historical events, with Muhammad presented as a shadowy figure whose face is never
seen (in keeping with Muslim traditions).
As Muhammad’s followers increased in
number, tensions arose among Jewish tribes
who could not accept Muhammad’s claim of
being a holy prophet. While Jews in Medina
initially allied themselves with Muhammad’s

O C EAN K EEPE R

The History and Revival of the Amagansett
Life-Saving Station
a film by Eileen Olivieri Torpey

The Great Flood HHH

(2013) 80 min. DVD: $24.98 (avail. from most
distributors), $398 w/PPR (avail. from www.
icarusfilms.com). Icarus Films Home Video. Closed
captioned.

Unlike previous features such as Decasia
(VL-3/04), here documentarian Bill Morrison’s signature montages of distressed found
footage are employed to present a haunting
portrait of a particular event—1927’s Mississippi River flood. Drawing on material assembled from various archives, The Great Flood
is divided into a series of chapters—showing
sharecroppers at work before the deluge; the
communal effort to pile sandbags in order to
fend off the waters; a meeting with a gaggle
of officials (including Herbert Hoover) who
assess damage and discuss governmental
action; nearly submerged homes and farms
from which people have to be rescued; and
the deliberate destruction of levees upriver
in an attempt to save New Orleans. A dog
trapped on floating debris is just one of
many unforgettable images, while a running
theme throughout is the callous treatment
of blacks, capped at the close by footage of
the emigration of many African Americans
northward after the flood. Morrison uses
the deterioration of the nitrate stock to give
many sequences an almost glistening, watery
look—a haunting mirror of the recorded
disaster—and also leaves the Mississippi at
one point to offer a glimpse of pages from the
1927 Sears, Roebuck & Company catalogue,
contrasting the relative affluence it represents
with the misery on the river. Complementing the visuals is Bill Frisell’s evocative score
that features echoes of “Old Man River” and
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As seen on PBS - Over 300 National Broadcasts!
For information & to purchase, please visit

oceankeeperthemovie.com

Reasonable rates - prices vary for educators
All proceeds go directly to restoring the Station

“The archival images richly embroider this story of the U.S. Life-Saving Service
Station in Amagansett, interweaving Nazi saboteurs, shipwrecks and summer colonists.” -Richard Barons, Director, East Hampton Historical Society
© Pure Newt, LLC (505)466-4713
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people against an attack from enemy forces
out of Mecca, their union was eventually
destroyed as the Muslim majority banished,
enslaved, or killed their one-time allies. The
narrative has some curious gaps—especially
in the lack of detail about pre-Islamic Arab
religions—but it also offers solid historical
insight into the rocky relationship between
two major world religions. The other titles in
the series are The Place of the Other (721-1789),
The Separation (1789-1945), and Narratives at
War (1945 to Present Day). Recommended.
Aud: C, P. (P. Hall)

Medieval Lives: Birth, Marriage, Death
HHH
(2013) 2 discs. 186 min. DVD: $34.99. Athena
(avail. from most distributors). SDH captioned.
ISBN: 978-1-62172-206-9.

Historian Dr. Helen Castor—who hosted
the BBC-aired She-Wolves: England’s Early
Queens (VL-03/13), based on her own book—
returns with this three-part 2013 series that
investigates medieval attitudes concerning
the great rites of passage in human life.
Unsurprisingly, she finds that each was
dominated by the teachings of the Catholic
Church. A woman about to give birth would
be assisted by a midwife, and a priest might
be admitted if mother or child were in danger
of death. Marriage, initially a purely personal
commitment between a man and a woman,
was gradually transformed into a clerically
controlled sacramental process. And people
were obsessed with the idea of “dying well,”
or in a state of grace, which explains why
a person at the point of expiring would be
attended by priests rather than physicians.
In all three cases, Castor notes, the Reformation brought significant change, given
that the “clergy” in the Catholic sense no
longer existed in Protestant lands. Medieval

Lives, which centers on England, is largely
built on evidence from the 15th and 16th
centuries, with examples primarily drawn
from the lives of the Tudor monarchs and
the famous collection of letters associated
with the Paston family of Norwich. While
hardly groundbreaking, Medieval Lives is
intelligent popular history presented with a
feminist angle, combining Castor’s able narration, interviews with additional scholars,
location footage, and period artwork. Extras
include a text bio of Castor and an illustrated
viewer’s guide. Recommended. Aud: H, C, P.
(F. Swietek)

modern nation of Turkey by Kemal Atatürk.
Apart from the last episode, which features
substantial archival footage, the series serves
up newly shot material of Davison’s visits to
battle sites, as well as discussions—mainly
on strategy and tactics—with experts, along
with illustrative artwork. Particular emphasis
is placed on Ottoman architecture, weaponry,
and naval forces and military training, while
actors dressed in period garb occasionally appear to offer brief speeches in the character of
sultans and Christian knights. A solid popular
history series, this is recommended. Aud: H,
C, P. (F. Swietek)

Ottomans Versus Christians: Battle for
the Mediterranean HHH

A People Uncounted: The Untold Story of
the Roma HHH

(2014) 180 min. DVD: $34.95. Globe Trekker
(avail. from most distributors). PPR. ISBN: 1937103-21-7.

The rise and fall of the Ottoman Empire
is the subject of this six-part series hosted
by Julian Davison. Primarily a military history, Ottomans Versus Christians sketches the
foundation of the realm in Anatolia around
1300, before turning to the conquest of Constantinople in 1453, followed by an account
of Suleiman the Magnificent’s capture of
Rhodes in 1522. Part three recounts the successful defense of Malta against an Ottoman
fleet in 1565, while the fourth and fifth segments explore the long-time rivalry between
the empire and Venice in the eastern Mediterranean, particularly the Ottoman assault
on Venetian strongholds on Cyprus in 1570,
and the resultant naval Battle of Lepanto in
1571, which marked the end of the empire’s
Mediterranean expansion. The final installment focuses on the gradual decline of the
Ottoman state from the late 16th century up
through World War I, ending with the reconstruction of the Anatolian remnant into the

Freedom Summer HHH1/2

(2014) 120 min. DVD: $24.99 ($54.99 w/PPR). PBS Video. SDH
captioned. ISBN: 978-1-62789-022-9.

Nonfiction filmmaker Stanley Nelson, whose previous Civil
Rights era documentaries include Freedom Riders (VL-7/11) and
The Murder of Emmett Till (VL-7/03), brilliantly captures the passion, anguish, and fury of Mississippi’s 1964 summer months
in this PBS-aired film. In the spring of 1964, only 6.7 percent of
the African American population in Mississippi was registered
to vote. Beginning in June of that year, more than 700 student
volunteers converged on the state, joining forces with local organizers to help bring voting rights to Mississippi’s politically disenfranchised black
population. However, many Mississippians were not amenable to this demographic
expansion of political participation: the state Democratic Party was particularly hostile, although its stranglehold on the process was boldly challenged at the Democratic
National Convention by the upstart Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party featuring
Fannie Lou Hamer, a former cotton plantation worker turned activist. In cities and
towns statewide, those involved in trying to expand voting rights were the target of
brutal violence—demonstrated most notably in the murders of three young civil rights
workers and the burnings of 35 churches. Combining rare footage with insightful interviews, this powerful documentary is highly recommended. Aud: H, C, P. (P. Hall)
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(2011) 99 min. DVD: $24.95. First Run Features
(avail. from most distributors). Closed captioned.

The modern genocide of the ethnic Roma
“gypsy” peoples of Europe is not exactly an
untold story, but it is little known and deftly
told in director Aaron Yeger’s documentary
about the “Porajmos”—a Roma word only
recently coined in relation to the WWII
gypsy Holocaust, during which as much as 90
percent of the race might have perished. Yeger
uses the anti-Roma atrocities as an archetype
of ethnic cleansings and racial mass-murder,
looking at examples that include Rwanda and
Bosnia. Unlike Jews, the Roma experienced
no special treatment, repatriation, or (until
recently) memorials, and the minority continues to suffer slander and abuse in a current
climate of resurgent European fascism. Interviews with Roma Holocaust survivors (one an
incredible 105 years old) recall executions,
human ash floating out of gas ovens, and the
horrors of Dr. Mengele’s human-experimentation lab (imagery of the preserved Auschwitz
death camp is particularly haunting). A People
Uncounted somewhat lacks a broader detailing
of Roma/gypsy culture—defining the ethnicity here mainly in terms of persecution—but
from witness testimony the viewer gathers
that many Roma were “settled” folk, not the
sexy dancers or nomad thieves/fortune tellers
in caravans (as portrayed in an embarrassing
montage of gypsy-kitsch imagery spanning
Bizet’s Carmen to pulp paperbacks to Hollywood). A handsomely-filmed recounting
of the persecution (ongoing) of the Roma
people, this is recommended. Aud: C, P. (C.
Cassady)

Royal Cousins at War HHH

(2014) 120 min. DVD: $20.98. BBC Worldwide
Ltd. (avail. from most distributors).

Part of the BBC’s commemoration of the
World War I centennial, this two-part documentary explores events (especially leading
up to the outbreak of the conflict in August
1914) through a biographical (and psychological) study of the rulers of Germany, Russia,
and England—Kaiser Wilhelm II, Tsar Nicholas II, and King George V—all of whom were
related by birth or marriage to the English
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Mustang: The First 50 Years HHHH

(2014) 2 discs. 150 min. DVD: $19.99. TM Books & Video (avail. from
most distributors). PPR. ISBN: 978-1-936890-85-9.

Anyone who loves the Ford Mustang will enjoy this history of
the original pony car from its long-shot origins in the early 1960s
to the 2015 model that is selling all around the globe. Filmmaker
Tom McComas’s Mustang: The First 50 Years interviews a wide
array of enthralled Mustang owners, as well as assorted commentators—authors, journalists, and Ford employees—who offer
facts and figures, backed with vintage clips and stills (along with
contemporary footage) to illustrate the story. Viewers will learn that after the dismal
failure of Ford’s Edsel, a team led by Lee Iacocca created the Mustang, a car that got off
to a fast start and has never looked back. The film follows the car’s evolution at critical
stages—from the early days of research, development, and first release; through the
horsepower wars of the late 1960s and early ’70s (most notably, racing legend Carroll
Shelby’s GT makeover of an already fast car into a force to be reckoned with on both
road and track); to modern performance enhancements and Ford’s continuing refinements. Packed with hot-shot visuals and a turbo-charged narrative (at one point Henry
Ford III says the Mustang is the car that “defined society”), this is a great ride that will
surely appeal to car buffs. Highly recommended. Editor’s Choice. Aud: P. (C. Block)
Queen Victoria. And while the emphasis
here is on those three men, Royal Cousins
at War also touches upon their fathers and
mothers (the latter all princesses from England or Denmark). Director Richard Sanders
expertly combines archival material (both
stills and early footage) with narration soberly
delivered by Tamsin Greig, coupled with
comments from academicians and writers.
George’s shyness and Nicholas’s indecisiveness are examined, although more is made
of Wilhelm’s troubled psyche. Dismissed by
his grandfather due to a birth defect and unable to bond with his parents, Wilhelm—the
argument goes—tried to compensate for feelings of inferiority by acting in bellicose and
overbearing ways that placed his empire in
an increasingly isolated diplomatic position
and virtually ensured that he would respond
erratically when Franz Ferdinand (heir-apparent to the throne of Wilhem’s ally AustriaHungary) was assassinated. Royal Cousins at
War is somewhat reductionist—emphasizing
personal quirks over broader historical currents as determining factors—but it is nonetheless an absorbing study of the death throes
of European monarchy in the late-19th and
early 20th centuries. Recommended. Aud: H,
C, P. (F. Swietek)

Time Scanners: St. Paul’s Cathedral
HHH1/2

(2014) 60 min. DVD: $24.99 ($54.99 w/PPR). PBS
Video. SDH captioned. ISBN: 978-1-62789-053-3.

Dominating London’s skyline for centuries, St. Paul’s Cathedral was the wonder of its
age, eventually becoming a symbol of British
pride and endurance. Filmmaker Jay Taylor’s
documentary—from the PBS-aired Time Scanners series—examines this majestic cathedral,
from its imposing outside to its complex
maze of alcoves and tunnels within. Builder
Christopher Wren was not just an architect,
but also an astronomer and mathematician.
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Begun in 1675 to replace a medieval cathedral
that was destroyed in London’s great fire,
the new edifice was a product of basic hand
tools, brute strength, and human ingenuity.
Structural engineer Steve Burrows and his
team here take viewers under the famous
dome, using mobile laser scanners to give a
3D perspective to a “masterpiece of deception.” Wren used optical illusions to create
symmetry and hide supporting columns,
thus creating a picture of strength and permanence, in spite of its clay foundations.
The documentary also explores the builder’s
“great model,” a large life-like reproduction,
which Wren consulted as the work progressed
(in the end, St. Paul’s took over 30 years to
build). In modern times, the nation held its
breath during Germany’s WWII air Blitz, as a
voluntary fire brigade stood watch at all times
(a bomb actually pierced the dome, exploding within the church, but fortunately the
damage could be repaired). Wren is buried in
the cathedral crypt, where the epitaph on his
tomb famously invites any visitor wondering
about Wren’s legacy to simply look around.
A fine combination of history, science, and
architecture, this profile of one of the world’s
most notable structures is highly recommended. Aud: C, P. (S. Rees)

TRAVEL & GEOGRAPHY
Discoveries… America National Parks:
Florida Everglades & Biscayne HHH

(2014) 50 min. DVD or Blu-ray: $24.95. BennettWatt HD Productions. PPR. ISBN: 978-1-60490175-7 (dvd), 978-1-60490-198-6 (blu-ray).

This new title from the high-def filmed
Discoveries… America National Parks by filmmakers Jim and Kelly Watt explores two of
Florida’s gems: the Everglades and Biscayne.
Combining stunning visuals together with
interviews with rangers and other experts,
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the program features compelling stories
about the history of the featured parks and
regions. Viewers will hear a grisly tale of trade
and conquest in colonial times, witness the
majesty of lift-off at nearby Cape Canaveral,
and tour a “schooner wreck” full of maritime mysteries and vibrant coral reefs. The
Everglades is Florida’s largest national park,
home to an amazing diversity of wildlife,
including rare and endangered species such
as the American crocodile and the Florida
panther, while Biscayne’s mostly underwater
domain offers some of the best snorkeling in
the U.S. (within sight of urban Miami). Also
visited are such landmarks as the Castillo de
San Marcos National Monument and other
forts dating from the Spanish colonial era.
Sure to delight armchair travelers as well as
those planning trips, this is recommended.
Aud: P. (C. Block)

Myanmar HHH

(2014) 60 min. DVD: $24.95. Globe Trekker (avail.
from most distributors). PPR. ISBN: 1-937103-23-1.

For decades, Myanmar (formerly Burma)
was tightly controlled by military dictators. But international pressure and new
leadership gradually opened up much of the
country, and now tourists are slowly returning. Hosted by Megan McCormick, this Globe
Trekker travelogue explores the spectacular
scenery in this diverse nation of over 50
million people. Once the subjects of British
colonial rule, vestiges of this past still remain,
along with Buddhist temples and pagodas.
McCormick visits the ancient city of Bagan,
the population center of Mandalay (bombed
and occupied by the Japanese during WWII),
and numerous bustling produce markets, and
looks at the nation’s river systems, which
stretch from the Hengduan Mountains to

the Bay of Bengal. Along the way, McCormick discovers that riding the railroads can
be a bone-shaking, up-close and personal
experience. Of course, Myanmar’s people
are the main attraction here, and they take
obvious pride in longstanding customs, such
as women who wear neck rings or play flutes
with their noses. Favorite activities include
puppetry, and viewers will be surprised to
learn that there is even a form of standup
comedy that mocks the country’s former
rulers. Still, not all of the country is accessible
to tourists, presumably for security reasons.
Presented with Globe Trekker’s usual mix
of humor and practical information, this
should appeal to adventurous tourists as
well as armchair travelers. Recommended.
Aud: P. (S. Rees)

Secrets of Underground London
HHH1/2

(2014) 60 min. DVD: $24.99 ($54.99 w/PPR). PBS
Video. SDH captioned. ISBN: 978-1-62789-028-1.

London’s streets are modern, bustling, and
often overcrowded to the point of gridlock.
However, few residents or tourists are aware
of the history of another, quite different
world beneath their feet. Filmmaker Gareth
Sacala’s PBS-aired documentary explores
the hidden world of Roman ruins, plague
pits, caves, and even rivers that are now
completely submerged and covered over
by modern development. Needless to say,
underground London has been the scene
of murder and ghostly apparitions, but it
also became the nexus for the building of
London’s intricate 19th-century subway
system or “tube.” In the early days of the
tube, a dinner party was hosted underground
to demonstrate the safety of its construction
(although working on it was a miserable,

Discoveries… America National Parks: Lyndon B. Johnson
National Historical Park HHH1/2
(2013) 50 min. DVD or Blu-ray: $24.95. Bennett-Watt HD Productions.
PPR. ISBN: 978-1-60490-171-9 (dvd), 978-1-60490-194-8 (blu-ray).

This entry from Jim and Kelly Watt’s fine high-def filmed
Discoveries… America: National Parks series spotlights a park that
is strongly connected to America’s 36th president. Lyndon B.
Johnson Historic Park lies in Johnson City (population under
2,000), the ancestral home of the Johnson clan of farmers,
ranchers, and LBJ’s father—a Texas legislator whose persuasive
style would have a strong influence on the future president. A
visit to the park reveals much about Johnson’s family history, as well as the personal
roots behind his drive to push through his most progressive legislation in the White
House. Fourteen miles away from Johnson City is Johnson’s ranch, most famous for
the so-called Texas White House, where the president flew in on a Lockheed jet with
some frequency to restore his spirits. Here, where Johnson harbored deep memories
of childhood, he would meet with his cabinet, congressional leaders, and others under the sprawling branches of oak trees. A park ranger leads viewers on a tour of the
house, which features 28 rooms and nine bathrooms. A wonderful piece of archival
footage captures Johnson in the house, where he is visibly moved by memories of
his family. Sure to appeal to armchair travelers and history buffs alike, this is highly
recommended. Aud: P. (T. Keogh)
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often deadly enterprise). During WWII, the
tube provided shelter for thousands of city
residents during the Blitz, with the British
displaying their ingenuity and dignity—in
spite of sanitation challenges—in catering
to mass dining needs and meeting sleeping
demands with hammocks over the subway
tracks. Winston Churchill actually maintained two underground bunkers during
the war, but few knew of the “hotline” to
the White House, which was hidden inside
a fake bathroom. In recent years, the British
Museum and British Library have both made
moves to expand underground in order to
house their ever expanding collections. Offering a unique look beneath the city, where
art, history, and commerce intersect, this is
highly recommended. Aud: P. (S. Rees)

BIOGRAPHY
Bound by Flesh HHH

(2013) 90 min. DVD: $24.98. MPI Home Video
(avail. from most distributors).

Filmmaker Leslie Zemeckis’s Bound by
Flesh explores the dual lives and singular
career of conjoined twins and vaudeville act
Daisy and Violet Hilton. Born in Brighton,
England, in 1908, the Hiltons—joined at
the lower back—were forced into showbiz by
grasping, greedy surrogate relatives. Trained
as a multi-instrumental novelty act, the girls
enjoyed success on the circuit in the 1920s,
but successfully sought “emancipation” in
a 1931 court case. Much of the Hilton girls’
lives was high-profile (enabling frequent
use of newsreel clips here), including the
increasingly degrading publicity stunts (including striptease), and the romancing and
marrying of a succession of men (two of the
grooms turned out to be gay). The Hiltons
also starred in two features, the controversial
cult carnival classic Freaks (1932) and Chained
for Life (1952), neither of which did much for
their popularity, especially as tastes changed
and their novelty wore off. The women
themselves are rather elusive as personalities
(singular or plural). Although described as
pleasant and personable, it seems that all the
Hiltons knew was touring and hanging desperately on the fringes of showbiz, until very
late in life when their poverty made them
accept work in the produce department of a
grocery store in Charlotte, NC. Interviewees
include author-biographer Dean Jensen and
playwright John Bramhall, writer of a stage
piece based on the pair. Recommended. Aud:
C, P. (C. Cassady)

GreasePaint HHH1/2

(2014) 84 min. DVD: $19.95. Cinema Libre Studio
(avail. from most distributors).

Joey Thurmond can’t be faulted for having a boring professional life: as a teenager,
Thurmond set out to become a professional
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Casting By HHH1/2

(2013) 89 min. DVD: $24.95. First Run Features (avail. from most
distributors). Closed captioned.

Director Tom Donahue’s Casting By shines a welcome light on
a long-obscured figure in the American film industry: the casting
director, in particular Marion Dougherty, who right up until her
retirement in 1999 was the uncontested doyenne of American
casting directors. Working her way up from a casting assistantship in TV in the very early 1960s, Dougherty quickly displayed
an uncanny ability to discover new talent on the Broadway and
off-Broadway circuits. By the mid-‘60s she owned her own casting agency in New York, and in the 1970s she was the go-to for legendary director
George Roy Hill, among others. Dougherty also had a hand in launching the careers of
big-name actors such as Al Pacino, Jon Voight, and Bette Midler, for starters. She would
eventually become head casting director at Paramount Pictures and later at Warner
Brothers. In addition to distilling over 12 hours of interviews with Dougherty herself,
Donahue intersperses insightful interview footage with prominent casting directors
who followed in Dougherty’s footsteps: including Woody Allen’s longtime casting
director Juliet Taylor, Wally Nicita, and others. Casting By is not only an enlightening
documentary but also a surprisingly emotional and nostalgic celebration of the end of
an era in Hollywood. Most importantly, it does justice to an unsung behind-the-scenes
movie-industry pioneer whose impeccable instincts led to some of the most iconic
film roles in movie history. Highly recommended. Aud: C, P. (M. Sandlin)

wrestler, but a back injury forced him out of
the ring; he flirted briefly with rodeo riding
before taking on a more sedate position as a
police officer. But a chance visit to a circus
museum convinced him that he was meant
to be a clown, and an entrepreneurial impulse
drove him to create his own mini-circus, with
his wife, teenage son, and a Colombian acrobat as collaborators. Daniel Espeut’s invigorating documentary focuses on Thurmond’s
NoJoe’s Clown Circus as it travels from one
small-town gig to the next. For all the merriment in the ring, however, life is anything
but funny for Thurmond: a problem with
the immigration status of his Colombian
colleague creates a legal nightmare, while his
son (a pleasant but reserved young man with
no overt signs of desiring a show biz career)
begins to rebel against his status as a baggypants-clad second banana. And the financial
problems of running this operation are fairly
obvious (one can count the number of audience members on both hands and still have
fingers left over). Still, Thurmond’s ability to
spin his tumult-heavy life story into a happygo-lucky misadventure is a testament to his
skills as an entertainer. DVD extras include
deleted scenes and a photo gallery. Highly
recommended. Aud: C, P. (P. Hall)

The Margaret Fuller Legacy: America’s
First Feminist, 1810-1850 HHH

(2012) 40 min. DVD: $169.95. DRA. Films Media
Group. PPR. Closed captioned. ISBN: 978-1-61753178-1.

Hosted by James H. Bride, this overview
of Margaret Fuller’s life and work features
authors including Megan Marshall (Margaret Fuller: A New American Life, which won
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the 2014 Pulitzer Prize for biography) and
Joan Von Mehren, who talk about Fuller’s
significance to literature and women’s education against a backdrop of historic sights
associated with Fuller and the 19th-century
Transcendentalists. Considered one of the
three leading Transcendentalists (along with
Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau), Fuller was the first editor of The Dial
(1840–1844), which was originally conceived
as a philosophical journal. Fuller’s well-attended weekly “Conversations” in Boston
encouraged women to read, write, think
independently, and act on issues of the day.
Her 1844 book Summer on the Lakes was, in
Marshall’s words, “an ardent plea for environmentalism [and] the plight of the Indian.”
Fuller also argued for gender equality in her
landmark Woman in the Nineteenth Century
(1845), and penned numerous essays calling
for social reforms. She was the first literary
editor of the New York Tribune and the first
American foreign correspondent in Europe,
earning fame for her reportage. Aside from
Mrs. Emerson’s irritation over Fuller’s friendship with Ralph Waldo, controversies are
largely ignored here (and instead of Fuller’s
own words, viewers will see stills of pages
from her publications that allow only a quick
peek at her literary style). Nonetheless, this is
a heartfelt and informative introduction to
a major historical figure who is not always
given her due. Recommended. Aud: H, C, P.
(M. Puffer-Rothenberg)

of this documentary about the so-called
“first modern Jew,” Theodor Herzl, who
conceived the idea of a Jewish nation and
made ambitious and expensive globetrotting attempts to put Zionist foundations in
place around the turn of the 19th century.
Here, fi lmmaker Eli Tal-El is dragged along
to Basel, Switzerland, by his Herzl-obsessed
brother-in-law David, who has organized
a gathering of 27 assorted pilgrims to
celebrate Jewish jurist, playwright, and
thinker Herzl’s life and legacy. Although
he’s behind the camera, it’s not difficult
to sense Tal-El’s initial skepticism toward
the project: he begins by filming David
doggedly pursuing his obsessions, which is
manifested in the compulsive collecting of
kitschy Herzl memorabilia (David boasts of
having the tallest Herzl bobblehead doll).
But a serious look at Herzl’s life and work
soon begins to emerge as we meet a succession of Herzl scholars—as well as an actress
playing Herzl’s wife Julie in a one-woman
stage play—who help to balance the deification of Herzl with the warts-and-all truisms
of his life. My Herzl is ultimately a complex
portrait of Herzl that begs the question: can
his failings as a family man and father be
excused in light of the inspiration he gave
to Jews worldwide? Recommended. Aud: C,
P. (M. Sandlin)

0:02 / 55:00
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My Herzl HHH

(2013) 52 min. In English & Hebrew w/English
subtitles. DVD: $24.95. SISU Home Entertainment
(avail. from most distributors).

www.ActionLibraryMedia.com

Two brothers-in-law are at the center
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The Roosevelts: An Intimate History HHHH

Series Update

(2013) 7 discs. 796 min. DVD: $99.99 ($129.99 w/PPR), Blu-ray:
$129.99 ($139.99 w/PPR). PBS Video. SDH captioned. ISBN: 978-162789-050-2 (dvd), 978-1-62789-051-9 (blu-ray).

Acclaimed filmmaker Ken Burns’ epic 14-hour documentary
series spans the Spanish-American War to the election of John F.
Kennedy, along the way looking at the creation of our National
Parks, the passage of the New Deal, and the defeat of Hitler.
Burns chronicles the stories of Theodore, Franklin, and Eleanor
Roosevelt in his signature manner: combining graceful pans over
archival photographs, together with news footage, an A-list voice
cast, and engaging commentary by historians, backed by evocative music. Lending
their talents and expertise are Meryl Streep (as Eleanor), Paul Giamatti (a robust and
indefatigable Theodore), and Edward Herrmann (Franklin), along with authors Doris
Kearns Goodwin, David McCullough, George Will, and narrator Peter Coyote. The
Roosevelts explores how the 26th and 32nd presidents both shaped America and its
emergence as a superpower, while Eleanor—a lesser-known personality—would come
into her own as a staunch champion of civil rights and other causes following FDR’s
death. Burns is not engaged here in hagiography—he fully addresses various maladies
afflicting the trio, such as depression—but their triumphs over illness, missteps, and
self-doubts only end up making their achievements all the more towering. Burns
doesn’t push any comparison, but watching the Roosevelts in action one cannot help
but despair at our present politicians and their gridlocked inaction. Highly recommended. Editor’s Choice. Aud: H, C, P. (D. Liebenson)

Prison Terminal: The Last Days of Private
Jack Hall HHH1/2
(2013) 40 min. DVD: $99.95: public libraries &
high schools; $395: colleges & universities. The
Cinema Guild. PPR. ISBN: 0-7815-1483-5.

A 2014 nominee for Best Documentary
(Short Subject), the HBO-aired Prison Terminal
offers an end-of-life portrait of a convict.
WWII vet and former POW George William “Jack” Hall served a life sentence for
homicide in Iowa State Penitentiary, one of
America’s oldest maximum-security prisons.
In recognition of an aging prison population,
the institution now has its own hospice program. Long plagued by heart and lung issues
(that have made him an infirmary-cellblock
patient for 12 years), Hall says final goodbyes
to old cronies, while his long-estranged son
waits for the inevitable. Director Edgar Barens captures almost biblical imagery of the
enfeebled old man still shackled in leg-irons
for an emergency visit to an outside hospital.
Little attention is paid to Hall’s 1977 crime—
supposedly the revenge-murder of a drug
dealer who scarred his family—but viewers
are told that Jack was a hard-drinking, racist
hell-raiser in his younger days, who mellowed
behind bars, converting to Catholicism and
counting the mostly black (inmate) workers
of the prison hospice as his best friends. A
powerful portrait that touches on a wide
range of issues, this is highly recommended.
Aud: C, P. (C. Cassady)

Rita Dove: An American Poet HHH
(2014) 50 min. DVD: $295. DRA. Filmakers
Library (dist. by Alexander Street Press). PPR.

Filmmaker Eduardo Montes-Bradley’s
thoughtful and engaging documentary
profiles former poet laureate Rita Dove,
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exploring her life, influences, and formative
experiences through on-camera interviews,
still images, and home movie clips. Between
short chapters focusing on one or another
of Dove’s memories or impressions, the poet
recites one of her poems (with the words
presented onscreen). Among other topics,
Dove discusses how she is a child of the
great post–World War II migration of African
Americans, her grandparents and parents
having moved from the Deep South to the
industrialized North. Raised in Akron, OH,
Dove developed a sense of wonder and possibility in part thanks to her father, a taciturn
chemist who took little Rita on stargazing
outings with his telescope. Dove also talks
about the impact of the tumultuous 1960s on
her awareness of the world—particularly the
Civil Rights movement. And she reflects upon
the role of the church in her life, her time in
Germany on a Fulbright Scholarship, and an
incident in which she and other young poets
were invited to meet President Nixon at the
White House—only to be turned away. Offering a nicely crafted biographical portrait
of a key figure in American literature, this is
recommended. Aud: H, C, P. (T. Keogh)

Online
Visit Video Librarian Online (www.
videolibrarian.com) for more reviews
during November and December, including: Bertsolari, The Carbon Rush, Cesar’s
Last Fast, The Domino Effect, Elena, My
Wild Affair, The Mountains Will Wait For
You, The Naked Room, Next Goal Wins,
Sweet Dreams, and much more!
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The following titles are new additions
to series that were previously recommended. Titles are available from most
distributors unless otherwise noted.
The latest title in
Shout! Factory Kids and
Hasbro Studios’ popular computer-animated
pastel pony series is My
Little Pony: Equestria
Girls—Rainbow Rocks
(70 min., DVD: $16.98,
Blu-ray: 2 discs, $24.98), featuring Rainbow Dash and friends gearing up for a
musical performance at Canterlot High.
See review of My Little Pony: Equestria
Girls in VL-11/13.
Also newly available from Hasbro and
Shout! Factory Kids is Littlest Pet Shop:
Passport to Fashion (110 min., DVD:
$14.95), the latest volume centering on
young protagonist Blythe, who is able to
communicate with her animal friends.
See review of Littlest Pet Shop: Petacular
Escapades in VL-11/13.
I l lu st rator/song w r ite r Morga n
Taylor’s character Gustafer Yellowgold—an erstwhile denizen of the
Sun now living in a cottage in woodsy
Minnesota—travels in search of the
world’s biggest molar in Gustafer
Yellowgold’s Wisdom Tooth of Wisdom (100 min., DVD: $19.99, bonus
audio CD included), the sixth entry in
the Apple-Eye Productions series. See
review of Gustafer Yellowgold’s Have You
Never Been Yellow? in VL-1/08.
Olive Films is releasing Betty Boop:
The Essential Collection, Volume
4 (81 min., DVD: $24.95, Blu-ray:
$29.95), the fourth entry in the series
of cartoon classics produced and
directed by Max and Dave Fleischer
featuring Roaring Twenties cartoon sex
symbol Betty Boop. See review of Betty
Boop: The Essential Collection, Volume 1
in VL-11/13.
PBS Home Video is
releasing Secrets of
Westminster (60 min.,
DVD: $24.99), which
goes behind the gothic
walls of world-famous
L ondon la nd ma rk s
Westminster Abbey,
Parliament, and Big
Ben. See review of Secrets of the Vatican
in VL-9/14.
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Japanese Anime
Attack on Titan, Part I
HHH1/2

(2013) 325 min. DVD: 2 discs,
$34.98; Blu-ray/DVD Combo:
4 discs, $49.98. Funimation
(avail. from most distributors).
ISBN: 1-4210-2846-8.

Far more imaginative and
gruesomely violent than
Bryan Singer’s live-action fairy tale Jack the
Giant Slayer, this revisionary anime centering
on a war between humanity and man-eating
giants is closer in spirit to The Walking Dead.
In the year 845 (possibly in the far future),
huge, mindlessly shambling “Titans” prey
on mankind, although a kingdom survives
penned within high, concentric stone walls.
Suddenly, the towering, grinning, mute hulks
(who are naked, but not anatomically correct)
start breaking through the fortifications. As a
group of tragedy-hardened young sword-warriors outfitted in steam-punkish jet-propelled
gear try to wage a seemingly impossible battle
against the monstrosities, a boy named Eren
Jaeger discovers that he has frightening Titanfighting superpowers. Combining a dark,
relentlessly apocalyptic tone with dynamic
cliffhanger action, this superior series—based
on a bestselling manga—bows in a dual-language set, rated TV-MA, that compiles the
first 13 episodes from 2013. Extras include
audio commentaries, and a “making-of”
featurette. Highly recommended. [Note:
Attack on Titan, Part 2 is also newly available.] (C. Cassady)

A Certain Scientific
Railgun S, Part One
HH1/2

(2013) 2 discs. 300 min. DVD:
$59.98. Funimation (avail.
from most distributors). ISBN:
1-4210-2894-8.

In this follow-up to A
Certain Scientific Railgun, middle school
hottie Mikoto Misaka—a high-ranking “esper” (super-powered student) in Academy
City—uses her electromagnetic powers to
help stop miscreants who are engaged in
outrageous criminal activities. While the
other female students surrounding Mikoto
become involved in all sorts of burlesquetype mishaps—ranging from wet uniforms
to ingesting aphrodisiacs—Mikoto stays busy
fighting baddies, although her skills could
benefit from a little fine-tuning (at one point,
she accidentally creates a citywide blackout
by damaging a power generator during a
duel). Like the original series, this show is
a lopsided victory of style over substance:
the animation is vibrant and fun, while the
outlandish nature of several of the plot twists
lead to some genuinely amazing visuals. But
the girls-with-superpower angle is spun in
numerous directions that seem to be equal
parts empowering and demeaning to young
women. Still, anime is not the realm for the
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easily offended, and fans are likely to enjoy
this raucous romp. Compiling the first 12
episodes from the 2013 second season in a
dual-language set, rated TV-14, DVD extras include audio commentaries. A strong optional
purchase. [Note: A Certain Scientific Railgun S,
Part Two is also newly available.] (P. Hall)

Date A Live: The
Complete First Season
HH1/2

(2013) 4 discs. 325 min. Bluray/DVD Combo: $64.98.
Funimation (avail. from most
distributors). ISBN: 1-42102884-0.

In this action/harem anime, teenage nice
guy Shido is tapped to save the world from
“spatial quakes”—i.e., tremors precipitated
by otherworldly creatures known as Spirits,
which cause citywide destruction and lead
to emergency evacuations. It turns out that
the Spirits, who take the form of hot young
women, find Shido inexplicably alluring,
and so his “task” in subduing them consists
of dating the women and sealing up their
power with a kiss. On hand to help is a team
of professionals—led by Shido’s younger sister, Kotori—equipped with dating-simulation
software and a giant airship. Eventually, the
pacified Spirits join Shido’s high school, and
he earns everyone’s love by being caring and
affable. The unfailingly cute girls (human
and Spirit) supply plenty of sword-and-gun
action, as well as large amounts of fan service
(including panty shots). Although light on
plot, the series is often fun and occasionally
emotionally engaging, with dynamic and
likeable characters. Compiling all 12 episodes
from 2013, plus the OVA, in a dual-language
Blu-ray/DVD Combo set, rated TV-14, extras
include audio commentaries. A strong optional purchase. (L. Martincik)

The Devil Is a Part-Timer!
HH1/2
(2013) 4 discs. 325 min. Bluray/DVD Combo: $64.98.
Funimation (avail. from most
distributors). ISBN: 1-42102901-4.

In this bizarre anime series, Satan is forced out of his demonic kingdom following a failed attempt to conquer
the human race. Joined by his loyal general,
Alciel, Satan somehow winds up in modernday Tokyo, where he is forced to take on a
feeble human persona. While Alciel agrees
to be the housekeeper in their modest home,
Satan (now calling himself Sadao) gets a job
serving hamburgers at MgRonald, a popular
fast-food franchise. Complicating matters is
the arrival of Emi, who is actually fallen angel (and Satan foe) Emilia Justina. In human
form, combatants Satan and Emilia naturally
lack the grand powers they once enjoyed.
The Devil Is a Part-Timer! is certainly built on
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a novel concept, but too often it seems like
a single joke stretched to the fraying point,
and neither Satan/Sadao nor Emilia/Emi
boast distinctive personalities that would
add texture to their peculiar predicaments.
The animation here is mostly quotidian,
with little wit or style to mirror the oddball
plot. Still, the narrative angle is unique (Satan
as lord of the fries), and the sly digs at both
American-style fast-food franchising and
the Japanese work ethic are entertaining.
Compiling all 13 episodes from 2013 in a
dual-language Blu-ray/DVD Combo set, rated
TV-14, extras include audio commentaries
and a behind-the-scenes featurette. A strong
optional purchase. (P. Hall)

Fantasista Doll:
Complete Collection
HH

(2013) 300 min. In Japanese
w/English subtitles. DVD: 3
discs, $49.98, Blu-ray: 2 discs,
$59.98. Sentai Filmworks
(avail. from most distributors).

A so-so, heavily shôjo (girl-oriented)
anime that ties in heavily with card- and
video-game spinoffs, Fantasista Doll finds
junior high-schooler Uzume Uno —a fantasy
card-game enthusiast—acquiring a high-tech
deck (created by a group of mysteriously
vanished researchers) that actually serves
as a host to winsome, hologram-like female
artificial intelligences called “dolls.” When
one “master” of such a card set faces off
against another player, the winner generally
takes the defeated cards and their corresponding dolls. Uzume, after a faux pas or deux,
proves to be a benevolent master, treating
her dolls like real people (BFFs even), and
caring about their feelings—as opposed to
rival masters who see their dolls as disposable,
super-powered slaves. Meanwhile, Uzume’s
progress at card duels and the dolls’ evolution are secretly monitored by mystery men
who expect Uzume to mature enough to
fight a looming menace. Although it opens
with a nightmarish flashback, this mostly
bubblegum sci-fi girl-power adventure doesn’t
live up to its initial promise. Presenting all
12 episodes from 2013 in separate DVD and
Blu-ray editions—rated TV-14, in Japanese
with English subtitles—this is optional, at
best. (C. Cassady)

A Letter to Momo HHH
(2012) 120 min. DVD: $19.98.
Cinedigm Entertainment (avail.
from most distributors).

Hiroyuki Okiura’s A Letter
to Momo is a Japanese-animated theatrically-released
2011 feature film with a
folkloric feel. After her scientist-father’s accidental death, adolescent Momo relocates
with her mother to her grandparents’ coastal
village, where she is wracked with melancholy
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and suffers from guilt over the fact that her
last interaction with her dad was a bitter argument (about his workaholic ways). Gradually
and unnervingly, Momo realizes that she
is being followed by three goblin-like entities that only she can perceive. Incarnated
from an old sketchbook of feudal-Japanese
mythology, the friendly but grotesque and
ravenously hungry beasts are a scowling
giant, a wide-mouthed humanoid (looking
like Don Knott’s Incredible Mr. Limpet),
and a quiet Gollum-type creature. The trio
explain that in order to atone for their oldendays crimes (mostly eating people) they have
been reassigned to do good deeds in the spirit
realm. Their current mission: achieve closure
between grieving Momo and her late father.
Although the storyline occasionally backslides into formula, the elegant hand-drawn
animation sparkles in this engaging film.
Recommended. (C. Cassady)

Majestic Prince:
Collection 1 HH1/2

(2013) 300 min. DVD: 3
discs, $59.98, Blu-ray: 2 discs,
$69.98. Sentai Filmworks
(avail. from most distributors).

In the 22nd cent ur y,
Japan has bred a team of
spunky kids to be ideally adapted for life
in space. Their mission turns combative
when Earth faces its first interstellar war,
against a mysterious alien race—the callous
Wulgaru—who see humans as merely prey
(spoiler: the ancient Wulgaru genetically
seeded humanity in the first place, so they
have a sense of entitlement). Piloting a legion
of shape-shifting robots modeled after leaked
Wulgaru technology, the teens (nicknamed
“Majestic Princes” in the media) score Earth’s
first decisive victories against the bad guys,
but team members wonder whether, being
pre-programmed GMOs themselves, they are
any better than the Wulgaru and their clone
drones. But who cares, when there are swimsuits to try on in an orbital shopping mall, or
cool new weapons to operate? Derived from
manga comics, this marginally entertaining mecha-military saga fails to overcome
genre clichés, while the simplified character
art looks like something from 30 years ago.
Compiling the first 12 episodes from 2013
in separate dual-language DVD and Blu-ray
editions, rated TV-14, this is an optional
purchase. [Note: Majestic Prince: Collection 2
is also newly available.] (C. Cassady)

Moribito: Guardian of
the Spirit, The Complete
Series HHH1/2

(2007) 4 discs. 650 min. DVD:
$44.98, Blu-ray: $54.98.
Viz Media (avail. from most
distributors).

Boasting a detailed narrative—and twice as long as typical anime
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TV-series compilations—Moribito, adapted
from a multi-volume saga by author Nahoko
Uehashi, is a handsome and dignified fantasy
epic. In New Yogo (somewhat like feudal
Japan, but existing adjacent to an alternate
world that is sometimes glimpsed in fragments and visions), spear-warrior Balsa is a
wandering near-middle-aged woman who
takes bodyguard assignments in remembrance of casualties she witnessed in childhood as a refugee. New Yogo’s boy prince,
Chagum, is marked for death after royal
astrologers diagnose him as being possessed
by a dangerous water-spirit that will herald an
extinction-level drought. Chagum’s mother
charges Balsa with protecting Chagum—no
matter what. Balsa strives to maintain her
code of never killing any pursuing enemy,
while the palace-bred Chagum struggles to
blend in with the common folk and stay
incognito. Aired stateside on Adult Swim, the
series is almost ceremonial in its stately pace,
but it delivers solid action and creature battles
(with medieval flame-throwers!) when it
counts. Compiling all 26 episodes from 2007
in DVD and Blu-ray dual-language sets, rated
TV-14, extras include a panel discussion and
a press conference. Highly recommended.
(C. Cassady)

Problem Children Are
Coming From Another
World, Aren’t They?
Complete Collection
HH

Senran Kagura: Ninja
Flash H1/2

(2012) 4 discs. 300 min. Bluray/DVD Combo: $64.98.
Funimation (avail. from most
distributors). ISBN: 1-42102843-3.

Enormous breasts appear to be the primary
attraction of this childish action-comedy
series, which is pendulous with what the
cognoscenti like to call “fan service”: i.e.,
partial nudity, shower scenes, swimsuits,
lesbian-ish gropings, and panty flashes. Five
voluptuous teenage girls entering the elite
Hanzo Academy are secretly “shinobi,” aka
ninjas, in training to fight evil, which does
in fact materialize: in the form of rival Hebijo
Girls Academy, whose merciless drills and
exercises produce wicked she-ninjas (a sisterhood that recruits one of the Hanzo shinobi).
In their super-powered battles, both good and
evil ninja girls realize they do have things in
common—mainly big busts, but also issues
with family, confidence, resentment, etc. The
goofy narration in the English-language dub
(partially written by prolific anime voiceover
actress Monica Rial) wisely brings out selfparody elements, but it’s not enough to
redeem this puerile series based on a video
game. Compiling all 12 episodes from 2013
in a dual-language Blu-ray/DVD Combo set,
rated TV-MA, extras include audio commentaries. Not recommended. (C. Cassady)

Short Peace HHH

(2013) 2 discs. 275 min. DVD:
$59.98, Blu-ray: $69.98. Sentai
Filmworks (avail. from most distributors).

(2014) 68 min. DVD: $24.98,
Blu-ray: $29.98. Sentai
Filmworks (avail. from most
distributors).

Saddled with a clunky title, this fantasy
mash-up also feels like something in the story
itself was lost in translation. Three “blessed”
human teenagers wielding awesome superpowers are abruptly teleported to the fantasy
world known as the “Little Garden,” where
Black Rabbit—a big-bosomed bunny-girl—explains that local inhabitants are gods, demigods, and creatures of myth, all of whom play
“Gift Games” that grant wishes and confer
status and rewards. Despite her inherited role
as a referee in the Gift Games, Black Rabbit
and her clan were discredited after a devastating loss to “demon lord” players. Hopefully,
the earthlings will be able to win enough
games to restore Black Rabbit’s community
to the Little Garden. The resulting wizardly
duels and supernatural smackdowns are often
mystifying in both their strategies and consequences, and feature strange invocations of
vampires, giant robots, Jack O’Lantern, the
Pied Piper of Hamlin, and Perseus/Medusa.
Add some peek-a-boo fan-service cheesecake
and the result is a far-out but not particularly
winning anime. Compiling all 10 episodes
(and a bonus OVA) from 2013 in separate
DVD and Blu-ray editions—rated TV-14, in
Japanese with English subtitles—this is an
optional purchase. (C. Cassady)

From revered animator
Katsuhiro Otomo, this is
an uneven but visually dazzling 2013 feature-length anthology of four
original anime shorts. Only one compact tale
achieves the perfect match of art and ironic
storyline: the closing segment, Hajimi Katoki’s
hard-combat sci-fi piece “A Farewell to
Weapons,” in which post-apocalypse soldiers
performing cleanup in a ruined city wind up
battling GONK-18, a tough, determined robot
tank. The other three stories here are esoteric
period pieces. Otomo directed the experimental “Combustible,” which bridges the stylistic
gap between Astro Boy-influenced modern
anime and traditional Japanese scrollwork
of past centuries to tell a tragic tale about
feudal firefighting (?!). Hiroaki Ando directed
“Gambo,” a gory smackdown pitting a samurai and a noble white bear against a monstrous
old-school Japanese demon-ogre. And the vividly rendered but puzzling Oscar-nominated
opener, Shuhei Morita’s folklore-influenced
“Possessions,” finds a storm-tossed traveler
spending the night in an abandoned temple
where he is obligated to repair discarded
objects. Available in separate dual-language
DVD and Blu-ray editions, rated TV-MA, this
is recommended. (C. Cassady)
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Music Dance
Ariadne auf Naxos
HH1/2

(2013) 121 min. In German w/
English subtitles. DVD: $29.99,
Blu-ray: $39.99. Opus Arte
(dist. by Naxos of America).

This 2013 Glyndebourne
production represents another unconvincing attempt to rethink Richard Strauss’s peculiar
take on the Greek myth about the titular
daughter of King Minos who was left to die
by Theseus after helping him defeat the
Minotaur. In the now-standard 1916 iteration, a prologue features the opera’s supposed composer railing against a demand
by the lord of the house that his serious
work be performed simultaneously with the
antics of a commedia dell’arte troupe. The
resultant combination of tragedy and farce
serves as a commentary on the balance between the sublime and the ridiculous in art.
Although the prologue is customarily set in
a Viennese mansion, Katharina Thoma’s
staging moves the action to a WWII-era
English country estate that is bombed and
then turned into a hospital ward where
shell-shocked Ariadne debates her longing
for death with Zerbinetta, the flirtatious
leader of the comic players. While the
overall concept is arguably well-suited to
Glyndebourne—itself a country estate—the
approach doesn’t really work dramatically.
Musically, however, the production is fine,
with the London Philharmonic—reduced
to chamber proportions—responding
enthusiastically to conductor Vladimir
Jurowski, and eloquent singing from Soile
Isokoski (Ariadne), Thomas Allen (the Music
Master), Laura Claycomb (Zerbinetta), and
Kate Lindsey (the Composer). Presented in
DTS 5.1 (DTS-HD 5.1 on the Blu-ray release)
and LPCM stereo, extras include a “making-of” featurette, interviews with Allen
and Jurowski, and a cast gallery. A strong
optional purchase. (F. Swietek)

Country Roads: The
Heartbeat of America
HH1/2

(2014) 89 min. DVD: $24.99,
Blu-ray: $39.99. Arthaus Musik
(dist. by Naxos of America).

Ger man f ilmmaker
Marieke Schroeder’s travelogue documentary Country Roads celebrates
roots-oriented country music of the past
and present, with singer-songwriter Justin
Townes Earle serving as onscreen host, and
fellow musician Timothy Touchton providing narration. Aside from Earle’s music,
Schroeder also includes songs from his
father, Steve Earle—with whom he shares
influences, including his Texas namesake,
Townes Van Sant. Justin splits the difference
between embracing his father’s legacy and
distancing himself from it; although both
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enjoyed wild years as youths, Justin tends to
stick to the music in concert, whereas “my
father’s shows have gotten very political.”
The director also solicits commentary from
Caitlin Rose, Nora Guthrie (the daughter of
Woody Guthrie), John Carter Cash (the son
of Johnny Cash), and historian Dr. John
Rumble of the Country Music Hall of Fame.
An instantly recognizable actor-director
here initially seems like an odd choice,
especially since he’s identified as “Kevin
Costner, Country Musician,” but Costner
does have a band, Modern West (his daughter, Lily, ably handles vocals). Schroeder
also travels around the South, interviewing
regular folks whose professions include
maid, shopkeeper, pastor, journalist, and
even a lawyer who represents fishermen affected by the BP oil spill, but these segments
don’t work as well as the music-specific
interviews and performances. Presented
in PCM stereo on DVD and Blu-ray, extras
include an hour-long concert by Justin
Townes Earle at a Pace University tribute
to Woody Guthrie. A strong optional purchase. (K. Fennessy)

Der Fliegende Holländer
HHH1/2

(2013) 140 min. In German w/
English subtitles. DVD: $29.99,
Blu-ray: $39.99. Opus Arte
(dist. by Naxos of America).

If you don’t mind modern costumes, bizarre sets
(mixing geometric patterns and flashing
numbers), and a concept that situates the
action in a commerce-dominated world
where some of the characters appear to be
half-cyborg, this 2013 Bayreuth Festival
production represents a superb realization of
Richard Wagner’s 1843 opera about redemption through love. The orchestra and chorus
perform with phenomenal energy and richness for conductor Christian Thielemann,
while Ricarda Merbeth is amazingly powerful
vocally as Senta, who sacrifices herself to
free the Dutchman (Samuel Youn, who very
nearly matches Merbeth) from the curse that
compels him to endlessly sail. The rest of
the cast—Franz-Josef Selig as Senta’s father,
Daland; Tomislav Mužek as her suitor, Erik;
and Benjamin Bruns as the Steersman—are
also outstanding. In fact, the musical side is
so strong that many will go along with the
peculiarities in Jan Philipp Gloger’s staging,
which include setting the spinning scene
in Act II in what looks like an electric fan
factory, where female choristers are assembly-line workers. This version offers solid
competition to the 2010 Netherlands Opera
mounting (VL-9/11)—another successful
modernist take on the tale—although traditionalists should look elsewhere. Presented in
DTS-5.1 (DTS-HD 5.1 on the Blu-ray release)
and LPCM stereo, extras include interviews
with cast and crew, and a cast gallery. Highly
recommended. (F. Swietek)

77

Devo: The Men Who
Make the Music HHH

(2014) 66 min. DVD: $14.95.
Music Video Distributors (avail.
from most distributors).

Like t he recent ly reviewed Devo: The Complete
Truth About De-Evolution
(VL-5/14), this 1979 film compiles Devo
music videos, while also adding concert clips
from the band’s 1978 tour. The 13-song set
here closes with the former release’s opener:
“Devo Corporate Anthem,” a video made
before the four-piece New Wave electronic
pop/art group (“spud boys from tire town”
Akron, OH) fronted by Mark Mothersbaugh
were even a band. Other music video repeats
include: “Jocko Homo,” a cut from their
1978 debut Q: Are We Not Men? A: We Are
Devo!, which set forth the Devo manifesto
(essentially casting a questioning eye on the
prevailing idea of human progress); the classic, stripped-bare monotone version of the
Rolling Stones’ “(I Can’t Get No) Satisfaction”;
a cover of “Secret Agent Man”; “Come Back
Jonee,” a song the band called “neo-fascist
Bonanza music”; and “The Day My Baby Gave
Me a Surprise,” featuring an Atari-videogame-console generated background. The
(roughly) other half of the program consists
of Devo concert performances of favorites
including “Uncontrollable Urge,” “Wiggly
World,” and “Smart Patrol/Mr. DNA.” The
General Boy/Booji Boy characters interstitial
material charting Devo’s rocky relationship
with “Big Entertainment” will be lost on
non-fans, a truth underscored in the bonus
hour-plus concert featuring Devo in a 1996
live gig at the Sundance Film Festival: the
audience response to being asked whether
they want Booji Boy (Mothersbaugh in a
baby-face mask) is tepid at best; but the band
has the last laugh when Booji Boy comes out
to sing “Beautiful World”—and digs deep
into his droopy soiled diaper to retrieve (and
subsequently hurl) a voluminous amount of
faux excrement into the no-doubt-puzzled
crowd. The Sundance dozen-song-plus set
features many of the aforementioned tunes as
well as the hits “Whip It” and “Girl U Want”
off 1980’s Freedom of Choice. Other extras include a music video for “Gates of Steel,” and
rehearsal footage. Despite the repetition, fans
will still appreciate this oddball Devo music
film, which is presented in Dolby Digital
stereo. Recommended. (R. Pitman)

Die Meistersinger von
Nürnberg HHH1/2

(2013) 2 discs. 270 min. In
German w/English subtitles.
DVD or Blu-ray: $49.99.
EuroArts/Unitel Classica (dist.
by Naxos of America).

Stefan Herheim’s 2013
Salzburg Festival production of Wagner’s
warmheartedly romantic but also culturally
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charged opera is untraditional but, unlike a
lot of modern rethinking of classic pieces, also
perceptive and deeply satisfying. Herheim’s
conceit is to make the action—in which wise
cobbler Hans Sachs (Michael Volle) assists
the ardent but untutored knight Walther
(Roberto Saccà) in winning the hand of the
beautiful Eva (Anna Gabler) in a singing contest against the pedantic Beckmesser (Markus
Werba)—a tale imagined by Sachs that takes
place on a huge version of the desk on which
he composes his songs. Herheim occasionally takes this concept too far with fairy-tale
touches, but overall it works brilliantly and is
beautifully realized by the design team. The
musical side of the production, unfortunately,
shows some weakness. Although the Vienna
Philharmonic plays with its customary refinement, Daniele Gatti’s conducting is slightly
undernourished, and the quality of the vocalism varies. The best singing comes from
Volle, who brings real nobility to Sachs’ utterances, and Peter Sonn, who exhibits a sterling
tenor in the role of Sachs’ apprentice, David.
Werba is a far younger than usual Beckmesser,
lending the character a distinctively febrile
energy. But Saccà, and especially Gabler, are
disappointing, the former too often wobbly
and the latter mostly wan. Notwithstanding
the vocal infelicities, however, this remains
an impressive mounting, fully competitive
with the recent Glyndebourne production
(VL-3/13). Presented in DTS 5.1, Dolby Digital
5.1, and PCM stereo on DVD, and DTS-HD
5.1 and PCM stereo on Blu-ray, extras include
a “making-of” featurette. Highly recommended. (F. Swietek)

Elektra HHH1/2

(2013) 110 min. In German
w/English subtitles. DVD:
$29.99, Blu-ray: $39.99. Bel Air
Classiques (dist. by Naxos of
America).

Following hard on the
heels of the release of Daniele Gatti’s excellent if somewhat smoothgrained 2010 Salzburg Festival production
(VL-9/14) of Richard Strauss’s powerful oneact opera based on the tragedy by Sophocles,
comes this more viscerally exciting 2013
staging from Aix-en-Provence. Esa-Pekka Salonen conducts a searing performance of the
compact 1909 piece, played with brilliance
and richness by the Orchestre de Paris. The
glorious orchestral work is matched by Evelyn
Herlitzius’s electrifying vocalism—and acting—in the title role of the woman who goads
her brother Orestes into murdering their
mother Clytemnestra and her lover Aegisthus
because they conspired to kill Agamemnon,
Elektra’s father. The supporting cast is excellent as well, with Mikhail Petrenko (Orestes),
Waltraud Meier (Clytemnestra), Adrianne
Pieczonka (Elektra’s sister Chrysothemis), and
Tom Randle (Aegisthus) all delivering strong
turns. The late Patrice Chéreau’s staging is
simple and direct, allowing the interaction
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of the characters to register intensely, while
the spare gray sets and muted costumes enhance the mood of foreboding. Presented in
Dolby Digital 5.1 and PCM stereo on DVD,
and DTS-HD 5.1 and PCM stereo on Blu-ray,
extras include an interview with Chéreau.
Highly recommended. (F. Swietek)

Elvis: That’s the Way It Is
HHH

(2001) 95 min. Blu-ray: $27.98.
Warner Home Video (avail.
from most distributors).

Made right after Elvis
Presley’s comeback in the
late 1960s, this concert film presents the
definitive portrait of the King as Vegas headliner, following Elvis through a 1970 summer
engagement, from backstage bustle and boxoffice hustle to capturing the legendary singer
in performance. Denis Sanders’ original 1970
film chronicling Elvis’s rebirth as a Vegas
showman was a concert rockumentary, interspersed with interviews, backstage material,
and a wealth of footage featuring Presley in
rehearsal. Revised and re-edited in 2001 by
restoration producer Rick Schmidlin—who
went back to the MGM vaults to incorporate
unused footage, removing most of the fan
interviews to make room for more music—the
rehearsals are still a highlight, as Elvis jokes
and laughs with an ease that stands in sharp
contrast to his mumbling onstage banter.
Elvis appears nervous about being back in
front of audiences until he launches into
song, pouring out the sweat in one passionate performance after another while making
it look and sound effortless. There are 27
songs in all, ranging from his biggest hits
(“Love Me Tender,” “Blue Suede Shoes,” “All
Shook Up”) to high-energy R&B numbers
(“What I’d Say,” “Polk Salad Annie”) to adult
contemporary songs (“Suspicious Minds,”
“You’ve Lost That Loving Feeling”). This is
the best of the Elvis concert films (and better than most of his big screen features), one
that should appeal to all fans. Presented in
Dolby Digital 5.1 and stereo, Elvis: That’s the
Way It Is makes its Blu-ray debut with extras
including a restoration featurette, outtakes,
and the complete original 1970 version on a
bonus DVD. Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Guns N’ Roses: Appetite
for Democracy 3D Live
HH1/2

(2012) 163 min. DVD: $19.98,
Blu-ray: $24.98. Universal
Music Enterprises (avail. from
most distributors).

Filmed at Las Vegas’s Hard Rock Casino in
2012, this 25-track Guns N’ Roses concert
features singer Axl Rose as the sole remaining
original member, although he’s tapped some
talented musicians to fill in for Slash and the
rest of the gang. Rose’s love-it-or-hate-it highpitched wail hasn’t changed much since the
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band debuted with 1987’s Appetite for Destruction, but three guitarists (DJ Ashba, Richard
Fortus, and Ron “Bumblefoot” Thal) and
two keyboard players (Dizzy Reed and Chris
Pitman) seem like overkill for a glam-metal
band. On the plus side, Rose allows his band
mates to shine, notably Fortus, Reed, and
bass player Tommy Stinson of the recentlyrevitalized Replacements, who all assume
the front man role for a song or two (Frank
Ferrer rounds out the lineup on drums).
Alongside hits like “Welcome to the Jungle,”
“Sweet Child O’ Mine,” and “Paradise City,”
the band plays several covers—a signature
move since the release of the two-volume
Use Your Illusion—but while the Who’s “The
Seeker” works well, Rose’s grunge-metal scatting on Bob Dylan’s “Knockin’ on Heaven’s
Door” does not. The multi-level stage setup
includes risers, video screens, pyrotechnics,
and scantily clad dancers, which seems tacky
but also appropriate for the Sunset Strip outfit
and their chosen venue. Presented in Dolby
Digital 5.1 and stereo on DVD, and DTS-HD
5.1 and stereo on Blu-ray (along with a 3D
option), extras include bonus interviews. A
strong optional purchase. (K. Fennessy)

Hippolyte et Aricie
HHH

(2013) 186 min. In French w/
English subtitles. DVD: $29.99,
Blu-ray: $39.99. Opus Arte
(dist. by Naxos of America).

In the “making-of” featurette accompanying this
2013 Glyndebourne Festival staging of JeanPhilippe Rameau’s 1733 triumph, director
Jonathan Kent says that there are two ways
of staging a baroque opera: the austere route,
or “throwing the kitchen sink at it.” Kent
chose the latter for Hippolyte et Aricie, in
which characters are portrayed as items in a
gigantic refrigerator in the opening scene (in
the freezer, the goddess Diana looks like an
icy denizen from Frozen). The underworld is
the fridge’s filthy backside, while the final act
is played out in a modern-appearing morgue.
In one of the many dances, the performers
are giant ants; in another, they prance about
in their underwear. One might reasonably
ask what all this has to do with the tragedy
of Phaedra, wife of Theseus, whose love for
her stepson Hippolytus leads to death. The
answer is: not much, but it’s definitely colorful and eye-popping, and even (in a weird
way) true to the spirit of French baroque,
which reveled in spectacle. And the visual
hubbub complements a splendid musical performance, with William Christie conducting
the original-instrument Orchestra of the Age
of Enlightenment in a crisp, spirited reading
of the score, and Sarah Connolly (Phaedra),
Stéphane Degout (Theseus), Ed Lyon (Hippolytus), and Christiane Karg (Hippolytus’
true love Aricia) all superb. Presented in DTS
5.1 (DTS-HD 5.1 on the Blu-ray release) and
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LPCM stereo, other extras include a cast gallery. Recommended. (F. Swietek)

Justin Hayward: Spirits...
Live—Live at the
Buckhead Theatre,
Atlanta HH1/2
(2013) 158 min. DVD: $14.98.
Blu-ray: $19.98. Eagle Rock
Entertainment (avail. from
most distributors).

Although he’s the only original member
present at this 2013 Atlanta engagement, this
Justin Hayward concert plays a bit like the
Moody Blues Unplugged. His band includes
Mike Dawes (acoustic guitar), Alan Hewitt
(keyboards, backing vocals), and Julie Ragins
(keyboards, percussion, backing vocals).
While Hayward’s voice is no longer as pliant,
it’s still strong enough to do justice to Moody
standards like “Nights in White Satin,” with
Dawes substituting guitar for flute. Unfortunately, Ragins encourages the audience to
clap along to the quietly reflective “Tuesday
Afternoon,” which proves more distracting
than not. Fortunately, that doesn’t continue
throughout the 15-song set, although these
Hayward enthusiasts clap at everything the
front man says between songs, no matter how
mundane. One recollection concerns a visit to
Lubbock, TX, to pay tribute to Buddy Holly,
who might not seem like an obvious influence, but there’s certainly a touch of Holly to
the title track from Hayward’s 2013 album,
Spirits of the Western Sky. Other fan favorites
include “Question,” “Your Wildest Dreams,”
and “I Know You’re Out There Somewhere.”
Presented in DTS 5.1, Dolby Digital 5.1 and
stereo on DVD, and DTS-HD 5.1 and LPCM
stereo on Blu-ray, extras include a behind-thescenes featurette with rehearsal footage and
fan interviews. A strong optional purchase.
(K. Fennessy)

L’Italiana in Algeri
HHH

(2013) 153 min. In Italian w/
English subtitles. DVD: $29.99,
Blu-ray: $39.99. Opus Arte/
Unitel Classica (dist. by Naxos
of America).

Rossini’s 1813 opera, generally regarded as his first
comic masterpiece, receives an exuberant if
also idiosyncratic mounting in this bicentennial 2013 staging at the Rossini Opera Festival
in the composer’s hometown of Pesaro. The
libretto is fairly conventional: Mustafa, the
Bey of Algiers, is tired of his wife Elvira, and
wants a fiery Italian bride, but is ultimately
tricked into being content by his conniving Italian slave Lindoro, and the latter’s
shipwrecked lover Isabella—whom Mustafa
wishes to wed. The music, however, shows
the effortless mastery of the composer’s mature style, even though he was just 21 when
he wrote it. José Ramón Encinar conducts a
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neat but relatively characterless reading of
the score, and the singing is generally solid,
with tenor Yijie Shi the standout as Lindoro,
although the others—Alex Esposito as Mustafa, Mariangela Sicilia as Elvira, and Anna
Goryachova as Isabella—aren’t far behind.
The odd setting is North Africa, which is
crowded with oil rigs and barrels of crude,
while the overall visual concept reflects a
“swinging” 1960s style, with winking nods
at James Bond and campy comic books, often
expressed in animated backstage projections.
It’s a strange conceit that invites cheap gags
and reduces Mustafa to even more of a stereotype. Still, while there are plenty of traditional versions available, this psychedelic
re-imagining is pulled off with a reasonable
degree of success. Presented in DTS 5.1 and
Dolby Digital stereo on DVD, and DTS-HD 5.1
and LPCM stereo on Blu-ray, extras include
a “making-of” featurette and a cast gallery.
Recommended. (F. Swietek)

La Traviata HH

(2011) 132 min. In Italian w/
English subtitles. DVD: $29.99,
Blu-ray: $39.99. Arthaus
Musik/Unitel Classica (dist. by
Naxos of America).

Given the sheer number
of productions available on
DVD and Blu-ray of Verdi’s
popular 1853 opera telling the tragic tale of
the consumptive courtesan Violetta—who
sacrifices herself for her lover, Alfredo, at his
father’s urging—a new one must be special to
attract notice. What stands out in this 2011
mounting is the venue—the cavernous Arena
di Verona—along with the spectacular staging of Hugo de Ana, featuring enormous sets
and extravagant costumes. Unfortunately,
while visually arresting, the musical side
is not nearly as striking. Neither Ermonela
Jaho’s Violetta nor Francesco Demuro’s Alfredo approaches the best singing in these
famous roles, with both delivering a few
genuinely painful high notes when stressed;
and Vladimir Stoyanov is barely adequate
as the young man’s father, Giorgio. Julian
Kovatchev’s conducting is curiously subdued,
lacking much of the score’s passion. With
other superb options—such as the late Lorin
Maazel’s from La Scala (VL-1/09) and Antonio
Pappano’s from Covent Garden (VL-9/11),
this will likely be of interest only to those
who wish to see La Traviata (which is a fairly
intimate work) performed in a place the size
of a football stadium. Presented in Dolby
Digital 5.1 and PCM stereo on DVD, and
DTS-HD 5.1 and PCM stereo on Blu-ray, this
is an optional purchase. (F. Swietek)

The Merchant of Venice HHH

(2013) 160 min. In Italian w/English subtitles.
DVD: $29.99, Blu-ray: $39.99. EuroArts/Unitel
Classica (dist. by Naxos of America).

Quite a few composers have attempted to
turn Shakespeare’s famous play mixing com-
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edy, drama, and romance—
centering on Shylock, a
Jewish moneylender who
attempts to take a pound
of flesh from the Christian
debtor Antonio, who’s serving as surety for his friend,
Bassanio—into opera over
the centuries, but André Tchaikowsky’s version appears to be the first on home video.
Tchaikowsky was a Polish Jew who survived
the Warsaw Ghetto and became a noted concert pianist after the war. But his real passion
was composition, and he worked for nearly
a decade on The Merchant of Venice (his only
opera), which was nearly finished when he
died at the age of 46 in 1982. The orchestration was completed by Alan Boustead, but the
work was not staged until this 2013 Austrian
production at the Bregenz Festival. John
O’Brien’s libretto lifts much of its text directly
from Shakespeare, while Tchaikowsky’s music
bears the influence of the Second Viennese
School—sounding somewhat similar to Berg’s
Wozzeck. As played by the Vienna Symphony
conducted by Erik Nielsen, it comes off as
well-crafted if not especially memorable. The
staging opts for a vaguely modern look in sets
and costuming, but is effective enough, while
the singing by Christopher Ainslie (Antonio),
Adrian Eröd (Shylock), Charles Workman
(Bassanio), and Magdalena Anna Hofmann
(Portia), is certainly committed. The result
is an interesting modern opera, made even
more so by the drama of its composer’s life.
Presented in DTS 5.1, Dolby Digital 5.1,
and PCM stereo on DVD, and DTS-HD 5.0
and PCM stereo on Blu-ray, extras include a
“making-of” documentary. Recommended.
(F. Swietek)

Poppea//Poppea HHH

(2013) 78 min. In German &
French w/English subtitles.
DVD: $24.99, Blu-ray: $39.99.
EuroArts (dist. by Naxos of
America).

The marital machinations of the Roman emperor
Nero—who divorced his wife Octavia in order
to wed Poppea—provide the basis for this
2013 Theaterhaus Stuttgart staging of the
titular multimedia piece by choreographer
Christian Spuck, currently the artistic director of the Zurich Ballet. The mixture of dance,
narration, drama, and visual effects here can’t
properly be called a ballet—Spuck referred to
it simply as a Tanzstück, or “dance piece”—but
Poppea//Poppea certainly serves as a showcase
for the virtuosity of Gauthier Dance, which
is Eric Gauthier’s resident 10-member troupe
at Stuttgart. One of the dancers introduces
the characters—which also include Poppea’s
lover Otho, his erstwhile lover Drusilla, and
Nero’s tutor Seneca—while another wields a
camera to record close-ups of his comrades
that are projected onto a screen at the rear of
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the stage. Some of the action, such as Seneca’s
forced suicide, is performed in a water-tank,
and the piece includes some female nudity.
Overall, Poppea//Poppea might be characterized as almost desperately eclectic: the music
ranges from the baroque (Monteverdi and
Geminiani) and the romantic (Schumann) to
the modern, even pop; the dancing likewise
encompasses a variety of styles, from nearclassic to cutting-edge contemporary; and
the troupe’s screams are occasionally added
to the narration and patches of dialogue. But
instead of feeling arch or unfocused, this is
an energetic, intriguing work. Presented in
DTS 5.1, Dolby Digital 5.1, and PCM stereo
on DVD, and DTS-HD 5.1 and PCM stereo
on Blu-ray (which also features a 3D option),
extras include a short piece by Gauthier.
Recommended. (F. Swietek)

Sex Pistols on TV HHH

(2014) 139 min. DVD: $16.95.
Music Video Distributors (avail.
from most distributors).

A documentar y comprised of TV segments, filmmaker Mark Sloper’s Sex
Pistols on TV begins with
the formation of the Sex Pistols in 1975 and
ends in 2007, long after the band broke up.
Presenter Janet Street-Porter of The London
Weekend Show starts by profiling the band
and their fans (one enthusiast says that if
you’re into punk, “You’re not a mouse, like
Mike Oldfield fans.”). Joe Strummer of the
Clash shows up to talk about the economic
prospects for British youth, while manager
Malcolm McLaren laments the fact that dates
were cancelled due to fears of violence. From
there, the coverage shifts to 1978, after the
short-lived group had called it quits. The
famously contrarian lead singer Johnny Rotten—who established a cordial rapport with
Street-Porter—claims, “I don’t have any heroes, they’re all useless.” When she asks what
he thinks of the Rolling Stones, he quips, “I
don’t.” Sid Vicious next comes to the fore
after stabbing girlfriend Nancy Spungeon to
death in 1979. Upon being released on bail,
Sid is asked by an American interviewer if
he’s having fun, since he claimed that was his
ultimate goal. “No,” Vicious responds, “I’m
not having fun.” (Days later, he was dead of
a heroin overdose.) Subsequent pieces focus
on Alex Cox’s biopic Sid and Nancy, designer
Vivien Westwood, and Public Image Ltd,
the group Rotten founded in 1978. Rotten is
expectedly surly in conversation, although
this documentary doesn’t include the notorious interview with Bill Grundy or the PiL-era
contretemps with Tom Snyder. Still, journalists could be cruel too, such as the reporter
who describes the Pistols—who reunited
in 1996—as “decomposing 40-year-olds.”
Presented in Dolby Digital stereo, extras include a profile of Sid Vicious. Recommended.
(K. Fennessy)
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Super Duper Alice
Cooper HHH

(2014) 87 min. DVD: $14.98,
Blu-ray: $19.98. Eagle Vision
(avail. from most distributors).

This handsomely-filmed
but somewhat conventional
behind-the-music profile by
filmmakers Reginald Harkema, Scot McFadyen, and Sam Dunn tells the up-and-down
tale of multi-decade rock star Alice Cooper.
Born Vincent Furnier—the “perfect ‘50s kid”
and son of a pastor—Vincent formed a Phoenix high school band called The Earwigs (a
sorry moniker inspired by the Beatles craze),
which was later renamed The Spiders and featured Vincent on vocals, and soon-to-be Alice
Cooper members Glen Buxton (lead guitar)
and Dennis Dunaway (bass). The band moved
to L.A. post-graduation, where two fortuitous
things would happen: a Ouija board session
produced the name “Alice Cooper,” and the
band was befriended by a girl group called
The GTOs, who helped dress the boys in
David Bowie-style glam fashion (a local thrift
store had a bunch of Ice Capades costumes).
And one more thing: they signed up with
powerful talent agent Shep Gordon (in a hotel
room where Jim Morrison, Janis Joplin, and
Jimi Hendrix were smoking weed). In 1971,
Alice Cooper released Love It to Death, which
included the chart-topping national anthem
for teenage boys, “I’m Eighteen.” But success
for the band (whose stage antics included accidentally sacrificing a chicken, and regularly
chopping up baby dolls) carried the usual
rock ‘n’ roll price tag: ego clashes and addiction. Alice Cooper the band gradually transformed into Alice Cooper the man/monster,
a Jekyll-and-Hyde figure (the film smartly
interweaves clips from the silent film starring
John Barrymore) who would battle the twin
demons of alcohol and cocaine before finding redemption. Featuring interviews with
Cooper, his wife Sheryl, Dunaway, drummer
Neal Smith, producer Bob Ezrin, Iggy Pop,
Elton John, and Twisted Sister’s Dee Snider
(“we come from this man’s loins!”), among
others, Super Duper Alice Cooper is presented in
DTS 5.1, Dolby Digital 5.1 and stereo on DVD,
and DTS-HD 5.1 and LPCM stereo on Blu-ray.
Extras include deleted scenes, rare footage,
and bonus contemporary interview clips. A
solid if also unadventurous portrait of a rock
star who has had a tremendous influence, this
is recommended. (R. Pitman)

Swedish House Mafia: Leave the World
Behind HH1/2
(2014) 95 min. DVD: $16.98, Blu-ray: $21.98.
Shout! Factory (avail. from most distributors).

Produced by Ridley Scott, Leave the World
Behind delivers a backstage look at the final
tour of Stockholm electronic trio Swedish
House Mafia. When journalists ask Steve
Angello, Sebastian Ingrosso, and Axel “Axwell” Hedfors why they’re breaking up, their
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responses are fairly vague,
although clues accumulate
as they play one stadium
after another. The band
works well together, but
their rapid success has taken
a lot of the fun out, so they
long to work on solo projects. With the 2012-13 “One Last Tour” selling over a million tickets, the members—who
all have wives and children at home—will
be able to afford taking some time off. The
trio also seem tired of the promotional grind
and non-stop partying; other than cigarettes,
they’re trying to get away from the drug and
alcohol consumption of their early years.
Between shows and stays at five-star hotels,
they visit a zoo, play tennis, and fiddle around
with their smartphones. Filmmaker Christian
Larson cuts quickly from scene to scene, but
there isn’t really a lot happening here, and
the songs presented aren’t performed in full
(the director’s focus on comely concertgoers
also adds to the superficial feel). Axwell jokes
that by breaking up so soon, the group risks a
spot on MTV’s One-Hit Wonders for their song
“Don’t You Worry Child.” Presented in Dolby
Digital 5.1 and PCM stereo on DVD, and DTSHD 5.1 and PCM stereo on Blu-ray, this will
likely be appreciated by fans and is therefore
a strong optional purchase. (K. Fennessy)

ZZ Top: Live at Montreux
2013 HHH
(2013) 93 min. DVD: $14.98,
Blu-ray: $19.98. Eagle Rock
Entertainment (avail. from
most distributors).

Texas blues-based rock
trio ZZ Top serve up a fanfriendly 17-song set—which includes several
defining tracks from the 1970s—in this 2013
engagement at the famed Swiss festival
Montreux. Singer-guitarist Billy Gibbons and
bass player Dusty Hill come dressed for the
occasion in beaded black mariachi jackets,
in contrast to drummer Frank Beard, who’s
more of a T-shirt and jeans type (he also
chews gum through much of the show).
Performing in front of video screens that
add visual interest, Gibbons and Hill also
engage in the synchronized moves that are
nearly as trademark as their sunglasses, hats,
and beards. Midway through the show, they
invite fellow Texans Van Wilks on guitar
and Mike Flanigin on organ to join them
for “Kiko” and “I Loved the Woman.” In addition to a passable cover of Jimi Hendrix’s
“Foxy Lady,” the band plays hits including
“Legs,” “La Grange,” “Sharp Dressed Man,”
and “Tush.” It’s a solid set, although at times
feels more proficient than inspired. Presented
in DTS 5.1, Dolby Digital 5.1 and stereo on
DVD, and DTS-HD 5.1 and LPCM stereo on
Blu-ray, extras include bonus interviews with
Gibbons and Hill. Sure to be popular, this is
recommended. (K. Fennessy)
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Video Librarian 2014 Index
Using the Index

T

Video Librarian’s Index is arranged by both
title and subject, and covers all of the titles
reviewed in Volume 29, Issues 1-6 (calendar
year 2014). Each entry in the index includes
title, star rating, issue number, and page
number. Titles which were deemed to be
Editor’s Choice titles are highlighted in bold.
For example, the entry American Hustle (4),
2-18 is interpreted thus: the bold listing signifies an Editor’s Choice title which received
four stars (4), and was reviewed in Vol. 29,
No. 2 on page 18 (2-18). A graphic example
is shown below.
Sample
Entry:

American Hustle (4), 2-18

A

B

L

E

Subject Index
Children’s
Library Science
Psychology & Self-Help
Religion & Philosophy
Social & Political Issues
Teen Issues
Education
Law & Crime
Language Arts
Nature, Math & Science
Health & Fitness

Bold=Editor’s Choice

Childbirth & Parenting
(4)=Star rating
4= Excellent,
3= Good,
2= Fair,
1= Poor

(2-18)=

Relationships & Sexuality

Issue No.
2, page 18

Holidays & Celebrations
Food & Spirits

O

C

F
82
82
82
82
82
82
83
83
83
83
83
83
83
83
83
83

O

N

T

E

N

T

S
83
83
83
83
84
84
84
84
84
84
84
85
85
85
87
91
87
88

Beauty & Fashion
House & Garden
Pets
Business & Economics
Computers & Technology
Sports, Games & Recreation
Crafts, Arts & Hobbies
The Arts
History & Current Events
Travel & Geography
Biography
Japanese Anime
Music/Dance
Video Movies
TV on Video
Title Index

DVD

DVD
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Subject Index
CHILDREN’S
Aaahh!!! Real Monsters: The Complete Series (2.5),
1-51
Adventure Time: Complete Third Season (3.5), 4-44
All About the Book! A Kid’s Video Guide to Charlotte’s
Web (3), 3-58
Ant and the Grasshopper, The (3.5), 1-51
Babar and the Adventures of Badou: Gone Wild
(3.5), 6-51
Barbie & Her Sisters in A Pony Tale (3), 1-51
Barbie and the Secret Door (3), 6-51
Bear Has a Story to Tell (3), 3-58
Behold the Beautiful Dung Beetle (3), 5-50
Bella Sara: Emma’s Wings (2), 4-44
Betsy’s Kindergarten Adventures: Volume 1 (3), 1-51
Betsy’s Kindergarten Adventures: Volume 2 (3.5),
3-58
Betsy’s Kindergarten Adventures: Volume 3 (3.5),
4-44
Betsy’s Kindergarten Adventures: Volume 4 (3), 5-50
Betsy’s Kindergarten Adventures: Volume 5 (3), 6-51
Big Bad Bubble (2.5), 6-51
Bink & Gollie: Two for One (3.5), 2-42
Blackout (4), 1-51
Building Our House (3), 2-44
Cart That Carried Martin, The (3), 1-52
Cloudette (3.5), 4-44
Coretta Scott (3), 3-58
Creepy Carrots! (3), 2-42
Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood: Life’s Little Lessons
(3), 3-58
Danny Phantom: The Complete Series (3), 2-42
Doug Unplugged (3.5), 3-58
Dragons: Defenders of Berk, Part 1 (3), 3-60
Dragons Love Tacos (3), 4-46
Drawing with Mark: Good to Grow / Life on the
Farm (3.5), 3-60
Duckling Gets a Cookie!? (3), 6-51
Each Kindness (2.5), 5-50
Elmo’s World: All About Animals (3), 3-60
Exclamation Mark (3), 5-50
Fantastic Undersea Life of Jacques Cousteau (3.5),
5-50
Flintstone Kids: Rockin’ in Bedrock (3), 3-60
French for Kids: Dedans et Dehors (3.5), 2-42
French for Kids: On Va Jouer (3), 6-52
Geronimo Stilton: Intrigue on the Rodent Express
(3), 3-61
Goldy Luck and the Three Pandas (2.5), 5-50
Gravity Falls: Six Strange Tales (3), 1-52
Guess How Much I Love You: Hidden Treasure (3.5),
1-52
Hooray for Amanda & Her Alligator (3), 4-44
I Love Toy Trains: Ticket to Ride (3.5), 2-42
I Want My Hat Back (3), 1-52
Isabelle Dances Into the Spotlight (2), 5-51
Justin Time: Goes Exploring! (3.5), 3-60
League of Super Evil: Season 1, Volume 1 (3), 3-61
Lemonade in Winter (3.5), 3-62
Locomotive (3), 6-52
Lost and Found (3.5), 1-54
Lots & Lots of Roaring Rockets (3.5), 5-52
Mama Doni’s Jewish Holiday Party (3), 1-52
Martha Speaks: Puppies! Puppies! Puppies! (2.5),
3-61
Monster High Clawesome Double Feature (3), 5-51
Moonday (3), 3-61
Mumfie’s Quest: The Movie (2), 5-51
Nation’s Hope: The Story of Boxing Legend Joe Louis
(3.5), 6-51
PAW Patrol (3), 4-46
Peppa Pig: My Birthday Party (3.5), 3-63
Pet + Cat (3.5), 6-52
Pinky, Elmyra & the Brain: Complete Series (2),
2-42
Poppety in the Fall (2.5), 3-62
Poppy Cat: Birthday Treasure (3), 4-46
Power Rangers Zeo, Volume One (3), 1-54
R.L. Stine’s Mostly Ghostly: Have You Met My Ghoulfriend? (3), 6-52
Sabrina—Secrets of a Teenage Witch: A Witch and
the Werewolf (3), 6-53
Sea Turtle Story, A (3), 3-62
Secret Pizza Party (3), 4-46
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Sesame Street: Be a Good Sport (3.5), 3-62
Sesame Street: Being Brave (3), 1-54
Sesame Street: Fairy Tale Fun! (2.5), 1-54
Shuriken School: The Complete Series (2), 6-53
This Is Not My Hat (4), 6-53
Thomas & Friends: Tale of the Brave—The Movie
(3), 6-53
Those Darn Squirrels (3), 1-54
Those Darn Squirrels and the Cat Next Door (3),
2-44
Under the Freedom Tree (3), 4-46
VeggieTales: Celery Night Fever (3), 5-52
VeggieTales: Veggies in Space—Fennel Frontier (3),
3-62
Winx Club: Complete Original Season 1 (2.5), 3-62
Worlds Together: Colombia (3), 5-52
Worlds Together: Cuba (3), 3-63
Worlds Together: Ecuador (3), 4-46
Worlds Together: Tibet (3), 2-44

LIBRARY SCIENCE
Do Libraries Have a Future? (3.5), 2-48
Leading the Change (3.5), 2-44
Out of Print (3.5), 2-48

PSYCHOLOGY & SELF-HELP
ADHD Rush Hour (2.5), 5-52
Boredom (3), 5-52
Consumed: Identity and Anxiety (3), 2-48
Crisis Hotline: Veterans Press 1 (3.5), 5-54
El Huaso: The Last Rodeo (3), 1-54
Embracing Dyslexia (3.5), 3-64
Free the Mind (3), 4-46
Here One Day (3), 1-55
Hidden Pictures (3.5), 4-47
Listening is an Act of Love (3.5), 3-63
Loving Someone with an Addiction (3), 2-48
Saying Goodbye (2), 5-54
Song Within: Sedona (3), 2-48
Talks About Nothing (2.5), 3-63
Terra Firma (3), 6-53
Too Sane for This World (3.5), 5-54
Toward Daylight (3.5), 2-49
United States of Autism, The (3), 3-63
Web Junkie (3), 6-53
You Are in Charge of Your Body (3.5), 1-55

RELIGION & PHILOSOPHY
400 Miles to Freedom (3), 3-64
About Miracles (3), 5-54
American Jesus (3), 3-64
Amish: Shunned (3.5), 4-47
Andrew Murray: Africa for Christ (3), 6-56
Corrie ten Boom: Faith Undefeated (3.5), 3-64
David Brainerd (3.5), 4-47
David Suchet: In the Footsteps of St. Paul (3), 5-54
Devil We Know: An Objective Look at the Prince of
Darkness (3), 1-55
Faith Connections (3), 6-56
Father Michael McGivney (3), 6-56
Fringes: New Adventures in Jewish Living (3), 6-56
Gathering of Souls, A (3), 5-55
Heaven in Sight (3), 1-56
Jesus: The Desire of Ages (3.5), 4-47
Jock Troup & the Fishermen’s Revival (3.5), 4-48
Luther: His Life, His Path, His Legacy (3.5), 5-55
Secrets of the Vatican (3), 5-55
Shortest Way Home: C.S. Lewis (3), 3-64
Single Creek (3.5), 3-65
Sue Thomas: Nothing but the Truth (3), 2-49
Thank God for Football! (3), 1-55
Through Lent & Easter Sunday with the Gospels of
Matthew and John (3), 1-56
Tomorrow Comes (3), 6-56
Weaving Life (3.5), 2-49
Yangsi (3), 3-65
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SOCIAL & POLITIC AL ISSUES
@home (3.5), 6-57
16 Acres (3.5), 3-66
American Arab (2.5), 5-56
Anomaly (3), 5-56
Anonymous People, The (3), 2-50
Approved for Adoption (3.5), 4-48
Arctic Hip Hop (3), 4-48
Bittersweet Joke (2.5), 1-56
Black Fatherhood Project, The (3), 3-65
Bronies (3), 2-50
Brown Babies: The Mischlingskinder Story (3), 1-56
Building Babel (3.5), 1-56
Burn (3), 4-48
Campaign of Hate: Russia and Gay Propaganda
(3.5), 4-48
Captive Radio (3), 6-57
Chairman and the Lions, The (3), 2-50
China Concerto (3.5), 2-50
Connected By Coffee (3.5), 5-56
Danchi No Yume (3), 3-65
Disruption (3.5), 5-57
Downtown Dream (3), 3-65
DREAM: An American Story (3.5), 5-57
Drones in My Backyard (3), 6-58
Drying for Freedom (3.5), 6-58
Earth Water Woman (3.5), 4-49
Education of Mohammad Hussein, The (3.5), 5-56
Electoral Dysfunction (3.5), 2-50
Ethics of Fracking, The (2.5), 4-49
F*ck for Forest (3), 2-51
Fall to Grace (2.5), 1-57
Fear That Has 1000 Eyes, The (3.5), 2-51
Fists of Pride (Les Poings de la fierté) (3), 4-49
Forbidden Voices (3.5), 3-68
Four Horsemen (3.5), 4-49
Free China: The Courage to Believe (3), 2-51
Global Food Equity (3), 1-57
God Loves Uganda (3.5), 4-3
Goodbye Tibet (3.5), 4-49
Greedy Lying Bastards (3), 1-57
Gut Renovation (3.5), 4-50
Harvest (3), 2-52
Heart of Sky, Heart of Earth (3), 1-58
Hill, The (3), 1-58
Homegoings (3.5), 1-58
How to Make Money Selling Drugs (3), 2-52
In Between Songs (3.5), 6-59
In the Shadow of the Sun (3.5), 3-66
IQ: A History of Deceit (3.5), 3-66
It’s a Girl (3.5), 1-58
It’s Better to Jump (3), 3-66
Janeane from Des Moines (3), 3-67
Jealous of the Birds (3.5), 3-67
La Camioneta (3), 4-50
Last Call (3), 2-52
Life and Death in Assisted Living (3), 1-58
Lower 9: A Story of Home (3), 2-52
Lucky Express: India’s Forgotten Train Kids (3), 1-59
Machine Which Makes Everything Disappear (3),
1-59
Man for a Day (3), 3-68
Men at Lunch (3), 2-52
Menstrual Man (3), 4-50
Mothers of Bedford (3.5), 1-59
Musicwood (3.5), 1-60
My So-Called Enemy (3), 2-53
New Black, The (3), 5-58
Other Town, The (3), 1-60
Pandora’s Promise (4), 1-60
Parents of the Revolution (3), 4-51
Pay 2 Play: Democracy’s High Stakes (3.5), 6-3
Pink Room, The (3.5), 2-53
Rich Hill (3), 6-58
Service: When Women Come Marching Home (3.5),
2-53
Shored Up (3), 6-58
State 194 (3), 6-59
State of Arizona, The (3), 3-69
Status Quo? (3.5), 5-58
Stop Traffick (3.5), 6-59
Suzuki Diaries: Future City (3), 3-68
They Think I’m Chinese (3), 2-53
Torture: Made In USA (3.5), 4-50
Toxic Hot Seat (3), 6-60
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Confessions of a Bully (3), 2-54
Heroin Rising: Cheap, Addictive and Deadly (3.5),
3-69
Insights: Queer Youth Defining Our Future (3), 5-59
Molly: Innocent Name, Deadly Drug (3.5), 6-60
Money Smart (3.5), 6-61
Sleepless Epidemic (3), 1-60
Stop Bullying with Mike Hall (3.5), 5-59

Field Biologist (3), 5-61
Glacial Balance (3.5), 2-56
Hidden Kingdoms (3), 5-62
How I Became an Elephant (3.5), 1-62
Killer Quest (3), 5-62
Last Days of Man (3), 2-56
Lost Rivers (3.5), 4-53
Love in the Animal Kingdom (3), 3-3
Megastorm Aftermath (3), 3-71
More Than Honey (3.5), 1-3
North America (3), 1-62
Parrot Confidential (3), 2-56
Penguins: Spy in the Huddle (4), 3-72
Physical Geography: Making Sense of Planet Earth
(3.5), 1-62
Powell to Powell: Portraits of the Upper Colorado
River (3), 6-62
Resonance: Beings of Frequency (3), 1-62
Sand Wars (3.5), 4-54
Saving the Life Keepers (3), 6-62
Smarter Brains (3), 1-62
Space Voyages (3.5), 3-71
Stephen Hawking’s Grand Design (3.5), 5-62
Thin Ice (3.5), 5-62
Tokyo Waka: A City Poem (3), 2-56
Wild Things with Dominic Monaghan (3), 1-63
Your Inner Fish (3), 5-63

EDUCATION

HEALTH & FITNESS

Address, The (4), 4-52
American Promise (3.5), 5-60
Best Kept Secret: Aging Out with Autism (3), 2-54
Go Public (3), 2-55
Grading the Teachers (3), 4-51
Graduates/Los Graduados (3), 3-69
Growing Up Green (3), 5-59
How Am I Going to Pay for College? (3.5), 4-51
More Time to Teach: Building Community (3), 1-61
Schools That Change Communities (3.5), 1-61

Absolute Beginners: Cardio & Strength Training
(3), 2-58
Beauty and the Breast (3.5), 3-72
Beyond the Music (3), 4-54
Carol Dickman’s Bed Top Movement (3), 4-54
Color Power: Fruit & Vegetables (3), 5-63
Easy Yoga: Secret to Strength & Balance (3), 5-63
Escape Your Shape: 21-Day Body Makeover (3), 2-58
First Aid Emergencies: In the Community (3), 6-63
Fit Mommy-to-Be Prenatal Yoga (3), 2-58
Fixed: The Science/Fiction of Human Enhancement
(3.5), 3-72
Forget Me Not (3), 4-54
Genius of Marian, The (3), 1-63
Here.Us.Now. (3.5), 2-57
Homesick: Living with Multiple Chemical Sensitivities (3), 2-57
Leslie Sansone—Just Walk: Walk it Off in 30 Days
(3.5), 1-63
Life According to Sam (3.5), 4-54
MD Fitness: The Doctor’s Workout (3), 5-64
Mobilize (3.5), 6-64
Orange Witness (3), 2-57
Pregalates: Complete Set (3), 2-58
R.I.P.P.E.D. Total Body Challenge (3), 3-72
Rodney Yee: Yoga for Your Week (3.5), 1-64
Shazzy Fitness: In the Beginning (2.5), 2-59
Story of Medicine: Pain, Pus & Poison (3), 4-55
Targeted Toning Pilates for Beginners (3.5), 2-59
TB: Silent Killer (3), 6-63
Think Before You Drink (3), 4-55
Tracie Long—Longevity Series: Defining Shape (3),
3-72
Tracie Long—Focus Series: Kickback (3), 1-63
Treat Yourself Therapy: Thumb CMC Arthritis (2.5),
1-64
Vitality (3), 1-64
Walter: Lessons from the World’s Oldest People
(2.5), 6-64
We Heart Yoga: Prenatal Flow with Jessica James
(3.5), 3-73
Weight of the Nation for Kids, The (3), 2-57
Weight Watchers Ultimate Belly Series (3), 3-72
What’s Up with E-Cigarettes? (3.5), 5-64
Yoga for Belly, Butt & Thighs (3), 5-64
Yoga for Core Strength (3), 2-59
You’re Looking at Me Like I Live Here and I Don’t
(3.5), 4-55
Your Love Never Fails (3), 3-73

Tunisian Women: We Will Stand Up (3), 6-60
Two American Families (3.5), 1-60
Unacceptable Levels (3), 4-51
United States of Secrets (3), 6-60
Unmanned: America’s Drone Wars (3.5), 2-54
Valentine Road (3.5), 5-58
Watermark (3.5), 5-58
We Were Children (3.5), 2-54
What Time Is Left (2), 2-54
Who Is Dayani Cristal? (3), 4-51
Will for the Woods, A (3.5), 6-60
Xmas Without China (2.5), 3-68
Young Lakota (3), 3-68

TEEN ISSUES

LAW & CRIME
Cheshire Murders, The (3.5), 3-70
Death in St. Augustine, A (3), 4-52
Follow Me Down (3), 2-55
Gideon’s Army (3.5), 4-52
Grounded (3), 6-61
How Sherlock Changed the World (3.5), 2-55
In a Town This Size (3), 1-61
Living for 32 (3), 5-60
Locked Up in America (3), 6-62
Outcasts: Surviving the Culture of Rejection (3),
6-61
Poisoner’s Handbook: Killer Chemistry (3), 4-52
Ultimate Guide to Passing Your Law Enforcement
Oral Board (3), 5-60
Unlikely Friends (3), 2-55
Unreal Dream: The Michael Morton Story (3.5), 3-70

LANGUAGE ARTS
Anne Perry: Put Your Heart on the Page (3), 6-62
Deaf Jam (3), 3-70
Speak to Win: American English (3), 5-60

NATURE, MATH & SCIENCE
Age of Aluminum, The (3), 3-70
Amazing Science! Volume 1 (3.5), 4-53
Bee People (3), 5-61
Changing Delta, A(3), 5-60
Cosmic Journeys (3), 2-56
Cosmos: A Spacetime Odyssey (3.5), 5-62
Earthflight (3), 4-53
End of Time, The (2.5), 3-71
Evolutionary Biology Essentials (3.5), 5-60

N O V E M B E R / D E C E M B E R

CHILDBIRTH & PARENTING
Bringing Joshua Home (3.5), 1-64
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Catching Babies (3), 6-65
Children of Military Families (3.5), 4-56
First Comes Love (2.5), 4-56
Kids’ Rights: The Business of Adoption (3), 5-64
Parenting Principles (3.5), 4-56
Romeo Romeo (3), 3-74
Sister (3), 3-73

RE L A T ION S HIP S & S E X U A L I T Y
Americans in Bed (2.5), 3-74
Buying Sex (3), 2-60
Children of Srikandi (3), 1-64
Coming Out Polish Style (2.5), 2-60
Intersexion (3.5), 2-60
Just Gender (3), 2-60
Korean Wedding Chest, The (3.5), 4-56
Photos of Angie (3.5), 3-74
Seeking Asian Female (3), 2-60
Suitcase of Love and Shame (3), 5-64
Tricked: The Documentary (3), 3-74
Undressing Israel: Gay Men in the Promised Land
(3.5), 1-64

HOL ID AY S & C E L E BR A T ION S
Belle for Christmas, A (1.5), 6-54
Charting Christmas (3), 6-54
Northpole (3), 6-54
Penguins—Operation: Special Delivery (3), 6-54

FOOD & SPIRITS
American Meat (4), 2-61
Brewed in Brooklyn (3.5), 1-66
Canning Basics with Chef Tom Small (3), 2-61
Crafting a Nation: One Craft Beer at a Time (3),
5-64
Dare to Cook: Barbecue & Grilling (3), 1-65
Dare to Cook: Gourmet Food Preservation (3), 3-75
Dare to Cook: Seafood Basics (3.5), 4-56
GMO OMG (3.5), 5-65
Growing Cities (3), 4-57
Lidia Celebrates America: Life’s Milestones (3.5),
3-75
Year in Burgundy, A (3.5), 1-65

BEAUTY & FASHION
Miss You Can Do It (3), 3-75

HOUSE & GARDEN
Ron Hazelton’s House Calls, Episodes 1 & 2 (3), 4-57
Tiny: A Story About Living Small (3), 4-57

PETS
My Bionic Pet (3), 6-65

BUSINESS & ECONOMICS
American Winter (3.5), 3-75
Careers Without College (3), 3-75
Chilean Mine Rescue: Unstoppable Team (3), 6-65
Generation Like (3.5), 5-65
LinkedIn for Networking and Job Search (3), 4-58
Masters of Money (3.5), 2-61

V I D E O

L I B R A R I A N

Money for Nothing: Inside the Federal Reserve (3),
2-62
To Catch a Trader (2.5), 4-58
Underhand Tactics (2.5), 5-66

COMPUTERS & TECHNOLOGY
Atanasoff: Father of the Computer (3), 4-58
Developing a Website (3), 3-76
IT Networks (3), 4-58
Radio Wars (2), 4-58
Time Zero: The Last Year of Polaroid Film (3), 2-62

SPORTS, GAMES & RECREATION
1976: Hunt vs. Lauda (3.5), 3-76
Age of Champions (3), 1-66
Booker , The (3.5), 3-76
Can’t Miss Games and Activities for Youth Development (3), 6-66
Chasing Sarasota (3), 4-59
Class of ’92, The (2.5), 5-66
Crash Reel, The (3.5), 5-66
Driven: From Wheelchair to Race Car (3.5), 6-66
Fight (3), 6-67
Half the Road (3), 5-66
Hooping Life, The (3), 4-59
League of Denial (3), 2-62
Legend of Aahhh’s: A True Fable (3), 2-62
Northern Light (3), 6-66
Off the Rez (3), 4-59
Performance Enhancing Substances in Sport (3),
2-63
Pride and Perseverance (3.5), 3-76
Rising From Ashes (3.5), 1-66
Running for Jim (3), 3-76
Running of the Bulls (3), 2-63
Seattle Seahawks: Road to XLVIII (2.5), 5-67
West Point Paintball (3), 6-67

C R A F T S , A R T S & HOBBIE S
Arts & Crafts Glass-Front Cabinet (3.5), 3-77
Fashion Serge with Pamela Leggett (3.5), 6-67
Grinding Your Own Oil Paint (3), 5-67
It’s Sew Easy: Series 600 (2), 5-67
Turning Toys with Richard Raffan (3), 5-67

THE ARTS
Ballroom Confidential (3.5), 3-77
Beat Generation (3), 5-68
Becoming Traviata (3), 3-77
Best of (The Original) An Evening at the Improv
(3.5), 1-68
Bill Cosby: Far From Finished (3), 1-66
Birth of the Living Dead (3.5), 2-63
Bomb It 2 (3), 3-77
Bone Wind Fire (Désert Vent Feu) (3.5), 1-66
Bringing King to China (3.5), 5-68
Broadway Theatre Archive Great Performances (3),
5-68
Cartoon College (3.5), 1-67
Design Is One (3), 6-67
Eric Fischl: The Process of Painting (2.5), 1-67
Frog Princes, The (3), 5-68
Furious Beauty: A Hip-Hop Family (3), 2-64
Ghosts of the River: Out of the Shadows (3.5), 4-59
Girls in the Band, The (3), 6-68
Golden Slumbers (3.5), 1-68
Great African American Authors (3.5), 4-59
Hidden Art of Islam, The (3.5), 4-60
History of Great Playwrights, A (3.5), 2-64
Hollywood’s Greatest Directors (3), 4-60
Last Will. & Testament (3), 1-69
Music & Monarchy (3.5), 1-68
Muybridge’s Strings (3.5), 1-68
Noise of Cairo: Arts After the Arab Spring (3.5), 1-68

V I D E O

L I B R A R I A N

O Samba (3), 5-69
Off the Floor (3), 6-68
Oyler House: Richard Neutra’s Desert Retreat (3),
2-64
Pennsylvania Ballet at 50 (3), 5-69
Peter Brook: The Tightrope (3.5), 5-68
Photo (3), 1-70
Portrait of Wally (3.5), 1-69
Richard II (3.5), 5-69
Road to the Globe: Troilus & Cressida (3), 3-77
Russia’s Open Book (3), 5-70
Sample This: The Birth of Hip Hop (3.5), 2-64
Secret Policeman’s Ball—USA (3.5), 4-60
Seduced and Abandoned (2.5), 5-70
Shelter Island (3), 3-78
Six by Sondheim (3), 5-70
Songwriter: The Complete Season One (3), 3-78
Speak the Music: Robert Mann (3), 1-69
Superheroes: A Never-Ending Battle (3.5), 1-69
To Dance Like a Man (2.5), 2-64
To Tell the Truth: Working for Change (3.5), 5-70
Trash Dance (3.5), 1-70
Turtle Power (2.5), 6-68
TuTuMuch (3), 1-70
Vinylmania (3.5), 4-60
We’re in the Movies (3), 5-71
Welcome to the Machine (3.5), 1-70
When Jews Were Funny (3.5), 3-78

HI S T OR Y & C URRE N T E V E N T S
50 Children (3.5), 5-71
1964 (3.5), 4-62
African Americans: Many Rivers to Cross (4),
3-79
Big History (3), 3-78
Brothers in War (3.5), 5-72
Chasing Shackleton (3.5), 4-61
Civil War: The Untold Story (3), 5-71
Contradictions of Fair Hope, The (3.5), 1-70
D-Day 360 (3.5), 6-68
Death of Pinochet (La Muerte de Pinochet) (2.5),
3-78
Drop City (3), 5-72
Freedom Summer (3.5), 6-70
Great Flood, The (3), 6-69
I Will Be Murdered (3.5), 4-62
Jews & Muslims: Origins (610-721) (3), 6-69
JFK: 50 Years, A Commemorative Collection (3),
1-71
JFK Assassination: The Definitive Guide (3.5), 2-65
Karama Has No Walls (3), 4-62
Kennedy Half-Century, The (3.5), 1-71
Latino Americans (3.5), 2-65
Let the Fire Burn (3.5), 3-80
Lincoln@Gettysburg (3), 3-79
Lost Town (3), 4-62
Manhunt: The Inside Story of the Hunt for Bin Laden
(3), 1-71
March, The (3.5), 1-71
Medieval Lives: Birth, Marriage, Death (3), 6-70
Meltdown: The Fukushima Disaster (3), 3-80
Memory of Forgotten War (3.5), 2-65
Mustang: The First 50 Years (4), 6-71
Numbered (3), 2-66
Nuremberg: Its Lesson for Today (3.5), 5-72
Ottomans Versus Christians (3), 6-70
Our Nixon (3.5), 2-66
People Uncounted: Untold Story of the Roma (3),
6-70
Pussy Riot: A Punk Prayer (3), 3-80
Rails to the Catskills (3.5), 5-72
Red Metal: The Copper Country Strike of 1913 (3),
3-80
Red Reign: Bloody Harvest of China’s Prisoners
(3.5), 2-67
Reportero (3.5), 4-63
Rise of the Nazi Party, The (3.5), 5-74
Rock, The (La Roca) (3), 5-73
Royal Cousins at War (3), 6-70
Salty Dog Blues (3.5), 5-73
Spies of Mississippi (3), 4-63
Story of the Jews, The (3.5), 4-64
Sweet Land of Liberty (3.5), 2-66
Time Scanners: St. Paul’s Cathedral (3.5), 6-71
TWA Flight 800 (2.5), 2-66
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Unsung Hero: The Story of the Horse in the Civil
War (3), 1-72
Untold History of the United States (3.5), 1-72
Uprising: The Birth of the Egyptian Revolution (3),
3-81
Vikings (3.5), 3-81
Voices from Mariel: Los Marielitos, Then and Now
(3), 1-72
War of the Worlds (3), 2-66
What the Allies Knew (3), 3-81
Where Should the Birds Fly? (3), 4-63
With My Heart in Yambo (3.5), 2-67
Women in WWII (3), 2-68
Yurumein (Homeland) (3.5), 4-64

TRAVEL & GEOGRAPHY
Aerial America: New England Collection (3.5), 1-72
Brazil (3), 5-74
Discoveries…America National Parks: Arches, Canyonlands & Natural Bridges (3.5), 1-72
Discoveries...America National Parks: Arizona (3.5),
2-68
Discoveries…America National Parks: Florida Everglades & Biscayne (3), 6-71
Discoveries...America National Parks: Japanese American Incarceration 1942-1945 (3.5), 3-82
Discoveries…America National Parks: Lyndon B.
Johnson National Historical Park (3.5), 6-72
Discoveries…America National Parks: Mount Rainier
& Mount St. Helens (3.5), 4-64
Discoveries…America National Parks: Mount Rushmore (3), 5-75
Gringo Trails (3.5), 4-64
Joanna Lumley’s Greek Odyssey (3), 2-68
Myanmar (3), 6-72
Secrets of Underground London (3.5), 6-72
Wild Wales/Rugged Wales (3.5), 2-68

BIOGRAPHY
Afternoon of a Faun (3.5), 4-65
American Revolutionary (3.5), 2-68
Anita: Speaking Truth to Power (3), 5-75
B.B. King: The Life of Riley (3), 5-75
Better Things (3), 3-82
Big Joy: Adventures of James Broughton (3), 3-82
Bob and the Monster (3), 1-73
Bound by Flesh (3), 6-72
Casting By (3.5), 6-73
Dante: The First Renaissance Man (3), 3-82
Every Everything (3), 5-76
Far Out Isn’t Far Enough (3.5), 1-73
Francis: The Pope from the New World (3.5), 4-66
Glickman (3.5), 3-82
GreasePaint (3.5), 6-72
Hawking (3.5), 4-65
In No Great Hurry (3.5), 5-76
In Search of Blind Joe Death (3.5), 1-73
In Search of Josephine (3), 4-65
JFK (3.5), 1-74
Last Outlaws: Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid
(3), 5-76
Linda Lovelace’s Loose Lips (3), 2-69
Lost Diary of Dr. Livingstone, The (3), 5-76
Margaret Fuller Legacy, The (3), 6-73
Marvin Hamlisch: What He Did for Love (3.5), 3-83
Melvin & Jean: An American Story (3), 3-83
Mercedes Sosa: The Voice of Latin America (2.5),
4-66
My Father and the Man in Black (2.5), 5-77
My Herzl (3), 6-73
Nicky’s Family (3.5), 3-83
Paul Bowles: Cage Door Is Always Open (3), 5-77
Peter Simon’s Through the Lens (2.5), 4-66
Prison Terminal (3.5), 6-74
Quality Balls: The David Steinberg Story (3), 2-69
Revealing Mr. Maugham (3), 4-66
Rita Dove: An American Poet (3), 6-74
Roosevelts: An Intimate History (4), 6-74
Royals, The (3), 5-77
Rubén Salazar: Man in the Middle (3), 5-77
Sasha Waltz: A Portrait (3), 5-78
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Self-Made Man, A (3.5), 2-69
Strongman (4), 1-74
To Chris Marker: An Unsent Letter (3), 4-67
Trials of Muhammad Ali, The (3.5), 2-71
Who Bombed Judi Bari? (3.5), 3-83
Whoopi Goldberg Presents Moms Mabley (3.5), 5-77
Woman Like That, A (2.5), 3-84

JAPANESE ANIME
Accel World, Set 01 (3), 2-72
Aesthetica of a Rogue Hero (2), 3-85
AKB0048: Season One (2.5), 1-75
Aquarion Evol: Part One (2.5), 2-72
Attack on Titan, Part I (3.5), 6-75
Blood-C: The Last Dark (2.5), 2-72
BTOOOM! Complete Collection (3.5), 3-85
Campione! Complete Collection (3), 1-75
Certain Scientific Railgun S, Part One (2.5), 6-75
Code:Breaker (3), 5-79
Cuticle Detective Inaba (3.5), 5-79
Date A Live: The Complete First Season (2.5), 6-75
Deltora Quest: Complete Series (3), 5-79
Devil Is a Part-Timer! (2.5), 6-75
Ebiten: Complete Collection (2.5), 4-68
Eureka Seven: Part One (3.5), 4-68
Familiar of Zero: Complete Collection (3), 4-68
Fantasista Doll: Complete Collection (2), 6-75
From the New World, Collection 1 (3.5), 4-68
Future Diary, Part 1 (3.5), 2-72
Gatchaman: Complete Collection (3.5), 4-68
Girls & Panzer: Complete TV Series (2), 3-85
Good Luck Girl! The Complete Series (3), 2-72
Jormungand: Complete First Season (3), 3-85
Kamisama Kiss: Complete Series (3), 3-85
Karneval: Complete Series (2.5), 5-79
Kokoro Connect: Complete TV Series (3.5), 1-75
Last Exile: Fam, The Silver Wing (3), 1-75
Letter to Momo, A (3), 6-75
Little Busters! Season One, Collection One (3.5),
2-73
Majestic Prince: Collection 1 (2.5), 6-76
Maken-Ki! The Complete Series (1.5), 2-73
Maria Holic Alive: Complete Collection (3), 4-69
Michiko & Hatchin, Part One (2.5), 1-75
Moribito: Guardian of the Spirit, Complete Series
(3.5), 6-76
Naruto Shippuden—Blood Prison (3), 3-85
Nyan Koi! Complete Collection (2.5), 3-86
OniAi: Complete Series (2), 3-86
Problem Children Are Coming From Another World,
Aren’t They? (2), 6-76
Psycho-Pass: Season One, Part One (3.5), 4-69
Ranma 1/2, Set 1 (3.5), 4-69
Red Data Girl (3.5), 5-79
Robotics;Notes 1 (3.5), 3-86
Saint Seiya: Sanctuary (3), 4-69
Say I Love You: Complete Collection (3), 4-69
Senran Kagura: Ninja Flash (1.5), 6-76
Short Peace (3), 6-76
Tiger & Bunny (3.5), 2-73
Uta no Prince Sama: Season 1 (2), 3-86
Wolf Children (3.5), 2-73
Zetman: Complete Series (3.5), 2-73

MUSIC/DANCE
’83 US Festival: Days 1-3 (2.5), 3-87
Aida (2.5), 5-80
Aida (3), 2-74
All the Labor (3), 2-74
Ariadne auf Naxos (2.5), 6-77
Ashton Celebration: The Royal Ballet Dances Frederick
Ashton (3.5), 1-76
Black Label Society: Unblackened (2.5), 1-76
Black Lips: Kids Like You & Me (3.5), 2-74
Boris Godunov (2.5), 4-70
Brian May & Kerry Ellis (3), 4-70
Bye (3), 1-76
Capriccio (3.5), 5-80
Carmen (2.5), 2-74
Caro Emerald in Concert (3), 1-76
CeeLo Green is Loberace: Live in Vegas (2.5), 1-76
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Chaplin (3), 4-70
Cliff Richard: Still Reelin’ and A-Rockin’ (2.5), 2-74
Coppélia (3), 4-70
Così Fan Tutte (3.5), 2-75
Country Roads: The Heartbeat of America (2.5),
6-77
Cunning Little Vixen, The (3.5), 2-75
Curse of the Gothic Symphony, The (3), 4-70
Dave Clark Five and Beyond (3), 4-71
Death in Venice (3.5), 3-87
Deep Purple: Perfect Strangers Live (2.5), 1-77
Der Fliegende Holländer (3.5), 6-77
Devo: Complete Truth About De-Evolution (3), 3-87
Devo: The Men Who Make the Music (3), 6-77
Die Meistersinger von Nürnberg (3.5), 6-77
Die Zauberflöte (3), 2-75
Dio: Live in London (3), 5-80
Dionysos (3.5), 1-77
Don Carlos (3.5), 3-87
Don Giovanni (2), 1-77
Don Pasquale (3.5), 5-80
Don Quixote (3.5), 4-71
Doors: R-Evolution (2.5), 2-75
Dream Theater: Live at Luna Park (3), 1-77
East End Babylon: The Story of the Cockney Rejects
(3), 1-77
Elektra (3.5), 5-80
Elektra (3.5), 6-78
Elton John: Million Dollar Piano (3.5), 5-81
Elvis: That’s the Way It Is (3), 6-78
Fiery Angel, The (3.5), 4-71
Freddie Mercury Tribute Concert, The (3), 1-78
Gene Kelly: Dancing, A Man’s Game (3.5), 2-76
George Thorogood & the Destroyers (3), 2-76
Great Hip Hop Hoax, The (3.5), 1-78
Green Table, The (3), 2-76
Guns N’ Roses: Appetite for Democracy 3D Live
(2.5), 6-78
Hippolyte et Aricie (3), 6-78
History of Dance on Screen, A (3), 4-71
Hugh Laurie: Live on the Queen Mary (2.5), 1-78
James Morrison: The Wizard from Oz (3), 1-78
Juliet & Romeo (3), 4-72
Justin Hayward: Spirits...Live (2.5), 6-79
L’Italiana in Algeri (3), 6-79
La Fanciulla del West (3), 1-78
La Traviata (2), 6-79
Le Corsaire (3), 3-87
Leonard Bernstein’s Young People’s Concerts (3),
2-76
Lou Reed: Transformer (3), 3-88
Lucrezia Borgia (2.5), 1-78
Lulu (3.5), 1-79
Madama Butterfly (2.5), 4-72
Makropulos Case, The (2.5), 2-76
Maurice Béjart’s The Nutcracker (3), 2-77
Merchant of Venice, The (3), 6-79
Metamorphosis, The (2.5), 3-88
Moby-Dick (3.5), 1-79
Morrissey: 25Live (3), 1-79
Move Me Brightly (3), 2-77
Notre-Dame de Paris (2.5), 5-81
Oil City Confidential (3), 1-79
One Direction: This is Us (2), 1-80
Otello (3.5), 5-81
Perfect American, The (3), 1-80
Peter Grimes on Aldeburgh Beach (3), 2-77
Poppea//Poppea (3), 6-79
Porgy and Bess (3.5), 4-72
Portnoy Sheehan MacAlpine Sherinian: Live in Tokyo
(2.5), 1-80
Punk in Africa (3), 4-72
Rise and Fall of the Clash (2.5), 4-72
Rolling Stones: Sweet Summer Sun—Hyde Park Live
(3.5), 1-80
Salome (3.5), 4-73
Sex Pistols on TV (3), 6-80
Shrek: The Musical (3.5), 1-81
Springsteen & I (3), 1-81
Stone Roses: Made of Stone (3), 3-88
Super Duper Alice Cooper (3), 6-80
Suzanne Vega Live: Solitude Standing (3), 4-73
Swedish House Mafia: Leave the World Behind
(2.5), 6-80
Toto: 35th Anniversary (2.5), 5-81
Turandot (3), 4-73
UB40: Live at Montreux 2002 (2.5), 1-81
Wayne McGregor (3), 3-88
Who—Sensation: Story of Tommy (2.5), 4-73
Willy DeVille: Live in the Lowlands (2.5), 1-81
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Written on Skin (3.5), 2-77
ZZ Top: Live at Montreux 2013 (3), 6-80

VIDEO MOVIES
Current Films
2 Autumns, 3 Winters (3.5), 5-20
2 Jacks (2.5), 2-16
3 Days to Kill (2), 4-18
7 Boxes (3), 4-18
12 O’Clock Boys (3.5), 4-18
12 Years a Slave (4), 2-16
20 Feet from Stardom (3), 2-16
A.C.O.D. (2), 1-18
About Time (3), 2-16
Act of Killing, The (3), 2-16
Adventures of the Penguin King (3), 3-20
Affinity (2.5), 1-18
Afflicted (2.5), 5-20
After Tiller (3.5), 4-18
Age of Uprising (3.5), 5-20
Ain’t Them Bodies Saints (2), 1-18
Alien Boy: The Life and Death of James Chasse (3),
3-20
All Is Bright (2), 1-18
Amazing Catfish, The (3), 4-18
Amazing Spider-Man 2, The (3), 5-20
American Hustle (4), 2-18
American Made Movie (3), 5-20
Anchorman 2: The Legend Continues (2.5), 3-20
Angels’ Share, The (3), 1-18
Animals (2.5), 1-20
Anna Nicole (1.5), 3-20
Applause (3.5), 1-20
Armstrong Lie, The (2.5), 2-18
Around the Block (2.5), 6-18
Art of the Steal, The (2.5), 5-21
Artist and the Model, The (3.5), 3-20
As High as the Sky (2.5), 4-19
Attack, The (3.5), 1-20
Auction, The (3.5), 6-18
Bad Grandpa (2.5), 2-18
Bad Milo! (1.5), 2-18
Barbara (3), 1-20
Bastards (2.5), 4-19
Battle of Pussy Willow Creek (3), 2-18
Bayou Blue (3), 4-19
Being Ginger (3), 4-20
Berberian Sound Studio (2), 2-20
Best Friends Forever (2), 3-20
Best Man Holiday, The (2.5), 2-20
Best of Men, The (3.5), 3-22
Best Offer, The (2.5), 4-20
Bethlehem (3), 5-21
Better Living Through Chemistry (2), 3-22
Bettie Page Reveals All (3), 3-22
Beyond Outrage (2.5), 3-22
Bible Quiz (3.5), 5-21
Bicycling With Molière (3), 4-20
Big Bad Wolves (2.5), 3-22
Big Star: Nothing Can Hurt Me (3), 1-20
Big Sur (3), 1-20
Black Nativity (2.5), 3-24
Black Out (3), 3-24
Blackbird (3), 6-18
Blended (1), 5-22
Blue Caprice (3), 3-24
Blue Is the Warmest Color (3.5), 3-24
Blue Jasmine (3), 1-21
Book Thief, The (3), 2-20
Breaking Through (3.5), 4-20
Breathe In (2.5), 5-22
Brick Mansions (2), 5-22
Broken Circle Breakdown, The (3.5), 2-20
Brony Tale, A (2.5), 6-18
Brownian Movement (3), 4-20
Burt’s Buzz (3), 6-18
Bushido Man: Seven Deadly Battles (2.5), 4-21
Caesar Must Die (3.5), 2-20
Café de Flore (3.5), 3-24
Call Me Crazy: A Five Film (2.5), 4-21
Calling, The (2), 6-20
Calloused Hands (3.5), 4-21
Camille Claudel 1915 (3), 3-26
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Capital (2.5), 5-22
Captain Phillips (3.5), 1-21
Carrie (2), 1-21
Chef (3), 5-22
Chef, the Actor and the Scoundrel, The (2.5), 6-20
Child’s Pose (3.5), 4-21
Chinese Puzzle (2.5), 6-20
Citizen Koch (2.5), 6-20
Clear History (3), 1-21
Closed Circuit (3), 1-21
Coexist Comedy Tour (3), 2-22
Cold Comes the Night (2), 2-22
Cold in July (3.5), 6-20
Commitment (3), 3-26
Concussion (2), 3-26
Confession of Murder (3), 4-21
Contracted (3), 3-26
Counselor, The (2), 2-22
Cuban Fury (2.5), 4-22
Curse of Chucky (1.5), 1-22
Cutie and the Boxer (3), 2-3
Dallas Buyers Club (3), 2-22
Day Late and a Dollar Short, A (2), 6-20
Deliver Us From Evil (2), 6-22
Detroit Unleaded (3.5), 3-26
Devil’s Knot (2.5), 4-22
Devil’s Pass (2.5), 2-22
Diana (2), 2-22
Dirty Wars (3.5), 1-22
Divergent (2), 4-22
Dom Hemingway (2), 4-22
Don’t Ask Me Questions (2.5), 4-22
Double, The (2.5), 5-24
Dragon City (2), 4-22
Drug War (3), 1-22
EastSiders (3), 6-22
Eleanor’s Secret (3.5), 6-22
Empty Hours, The (3.5), 5-24
Ender’s Game (2.5), 2-24
Endless Love (1.5), 3-26
Enough Said (3), 1-22
Ernest & Celestine (3.5), 5-24
Escape from Tomorrow (2), 3-27
Escape Plan (2), 2-24
Evergreen: The Road to Legalization (3.5), 6-22
Everyday (2), 4-24
Face of Love, The (2.5), 5-24
Falls: Testament of Love (3), 1-22
Family, The (2), 1-24
Fault in Our Stars, The (3.5), 5-3
Faust (3), 5-24
Fifth Estate, The (2), 2-24
Finding Vivian Maier (3.5), 5-26
First Cousin, Once Removed (3.5), 5-26
Five Dances (3), 5-26
Flex Is Kings (3), 6-22
Flowers in the Attic (2.5), 3-27
For No Good Reason (2.5), 5-26
Four (2), 2-24
Frankie & Alice (2), 4-24
Free Birds (2), 2-26
Free Fall (3), 3-27
French Minister, The (2.5), 6-22
Frozen (4), 2-26
Galapagos Affair: Satan Came to Eden (4), 6-24
Generation Iron (3), 4-24
Geography Club (3), 3-28
German Doctor, The (3), 6-24
Getting Go: The Go Doc Project (2), 6-24
Gimme Shelter (2), 3-28
Girl Rising (3), 3-28
Gloria (3), 3-28
God’s Not Dead (1.5), 4-24
Godzilla (3), 5-26
Good Ol’ Freda (2.5), 1-24
Grand Budapest Hotel, The (3), 4-24
Grand Piano (2.5), 4-25
Grand Seduction, The (3), 5-26
Great Beauty, The (3), 2-26
Great Expectations (3), 4-25
Grigris (3), 6-24
Guardians of the Galaxy (3), 6-24
Half of a Yellow Sun (2.5), 6-26
Happy House, The (2.5), 2-26
Harold’s Going Stiff (3), 4-25
Harry Dean Stanton: Partly Fiction (3), 4-25
Hateship Loveship (3.5), 6-26
Haunter (2.5), 3-28
Heaven is for Real (3), 4-25
Hellbenders (2.5), 3-30
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Hide and Seek (2.5), 4-26
Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug (3), 3-30
Horses of God (3.5), 5-27
Hot Guys with Guns (3), 4-26
How I Live Now (3), 3-30
How to Train Your Dragon 2 (3), 6-26
Human Scale, The (3.5), 3-30
Hundred-Foot Journey, The (3), 6-26
Hunger Games: Catching Fire (3), 2-26
I Am Divine (3.5), 3-30
I Used to Be Darker (3), 1-24
I, Frankenstein (1.5), 3-32
I’m So Excited! (2), 2-28
Ida (3), 5-27
Ilo Ilo (3.5), 6-26
In a World… (3), 1-24
In the Name Of (2.5), 4-26
Informant (3), 1-24
Inside Llewyn Davis (3), 2-28
Insidious: Chapter 2 (1.5), 1-24
Interior. Leather Bar. (1.5), 3-32
Into the Storm (2), 6-28
Invisible Woman, The (3), 3-32
Ip Man: The Final Fight (3), 1-25
Iran Job, The (3.5), 3-32
Iron Man & Hulk: Heroes United (2), 2-28
It Felt Like Love (3), 5-27
It’s Not Me, I Swear! (3.5), 2-28
Ivory Tower (3), 6-28
Jackpot (3), 5-27
Jayne Mansfield’s Car (2.5), 2-28
Jersey Boys (3), 6-28
Jewish Cardinal, The (3.5), 4-26
Jodorowsky’s Dune (3), 4-26
Joe (3.5), 4-27
Journey to the West: Conquering the Demons (2.5),
4-27
Jump (3), 1-25
Junk (2), 3-32
Key of Life (3), 2-28
Kid Cannabis (2), 5-27
Kill Your Darlings (2.5), 2-29
Korengal (3), 6-28
Kundo (3), 6-28
Last Days, The (2.5), 5-28
Last Elvis, The (3), 3-34
Last Passenger (2.5), 6-29
Last Time I Saw Macao, The (2), 3-34
Last Vegas (2.5), 2-29
Le Chef (2), 6-29
Le Week-End (3), 4-27
Lee Daniels’ The Butler (3.5), 1-25
Legend of Hercules, The (1.5), 3-34
Legends of Oz: Dorothy’s Return (2), 5-28
Lego Movie, The (3.5), 4-28
Let Me Out (3), 5-28
Let’s Be Cops (1), 6-29
Like Father, Like Son (3.5), 5-28
Like Someone in Love (3), 4-28
Linsanity (3), 2-29
Living Things: A Vegan & Meat Debate (2.5), 5-28
Locke (2.5), 4-28
Lone Survivor (2.5), 4-28
Lost in Thailand (3), 3-34
Lost Islands (3), 3-34
Mademoiselle C (3), 3-34
Maidentrip (4), 5-28
Maleficent (3), 6-29
Margarita (3), 1-25
Mary and Martha (3), 1-25
Matt’s Chance (3.5), 1-26
Million Ways to Die in the West, A (1), 5-30
Missing Picture, The (3.5), 3-36
Molly’s Theory of Relativity (2), 1-26
Monuments Men, The (2.5), 3-36
Moon Man (3.5), 3-36
More Than the Rainbow (3.5), 6-29
Mortal Instruments: City of Bones (2), 1-26
Most Wanted Man, A (3.5), 6-29
Motel Life, The (2.5), 5-30
Mother of George (3.5), 3-36
Mr. Angel (3), 1-26
Mr. Nobody (2.5), 3-36
Muhammad Ali’s Greatest Fight (3), 3-37
Mulan: Rise of a Warrior (3), 1-26
Muppets Most Wanted (3), 4-28
Muscle Shoals (3.5), 3-37
Museum Hours (3), 1-26
My Name Is “A” By Anonymous (2), 6-30
Mystery of Happiness, The (3.5), 6-30
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Narco Cultura (3), 3-37
Nebraska (3), 2-29
Need for Speed (2), 5-30
New World (1.5), 4-29
Night Moves (3), 5-30
Night Train to Lisbon (2.5), 2-29
Noah (3), 4-29
Normal Heart, The (3), 6-30
Nuit #1 (3), 3-37
Nut Job, The (2), 3-37
Nymphomaniac: Volume I and Volume II (2.5),
5-30
Obvious Child (2.5), 5-32
Oculus (3), 5-32
Oka! (3), 1-27
Old Goats (3), 1-27
Oldboy (2), 3-38
Omar (3), 4-30
On My Way (3), 6-30
On the Job (3), 3-38
Only God Forgives (1.5), 1-27
Only Lovers Left Alive (2.5), 5-32
Our Children (3.5), 3-38
Out of the Clear Blue Sky (3.5), 6-30
Out of the Furnace (2.5), 2-30
Oversimplification of Her Beauty (4), 4-30
Pablo (3.5), 1-27
Paradise: Hope (3), 1-27
Paranormal Activity: The Marked Ones (2), 3-38
Paris-Manhattan (3), 6-32
Past, The (3), 3-38
Percy Jackson: Sea of Monsters (2), 1-27
Pervert’s Guide to Ideology, The (3.5), 3-40
Petals on the Wind (2.5), 6-32
Phil Spector (2), 1-28
Ping Pong Summer (2), 5-32
Pirate Fairy, The (3), 3-40
Pit Stop (3.5), 2-30
Plus One (2.5), 2-30
Pompeii (2), 3-40
Postman Pat: The Movie (3), 6-32
President Wolfman (2), 6-32
Prey, The (2), 2-30
Prince Avalanche (3), 1-28
Propaganda (2.5), 6-32
Proxy (3), 6-32
Punk Singer, The (3), 3-40
Quiet Ones, The (2), 4-30
R.I.P.D. (1.5), 1-28
Rage (1), 5-32
Raid 2, The (2.5), 4-30
Reaching for the Moon (3.5), 3-40
Refuge (2), 5-34
Return to Nuke ‘Em High, Volume 1 (2.5), 3-42
Rewind This! (3), 2-30
Rob the Mob (3), 5-34
Rocket, The (3), 4-30
Romeo and Juliet in Yiddish (2.5), 1-28
Rooftop, The (3.5), 2-30
Run & Jump (3), 5-34
Runner Runner (2), 1-30
Same Same But Different (3), 6-34
Saving General Yang (3.5), 1-30
Saving Mr. Banks (3.5), 3-42
Schooled: The Price of College Sports (3.5), 1-30
Selfish Giant, The (3.5), 4-32
Sex Tape (1.5), 6-34
She’s Got It (2), 1-30
Short Term 12 (3), 1-30
Sightseers (1.5), 2-32
Signal, The (2.5), 5-34
Sin City: A Dame to Kill For (2.5), 6-34
Single Shot, A (2), 1-30
Sister (3.5), 2-32
Small Time (2.5), 4-32
Smash & Grab: Story of the Pink Panthers (3.5),
1-32
Snowpiercer (3.5), 6-34
Some Velvet Morning (2.5), 5-34
Sophia Grace & Rosie’s Royal Adventure (2.5), 5-36
Stalingrad (2.5), 4-32
Stay (2.5), 5-36
Step Up: All In (2), 6-34
Stranger by the Lake (3.5), 3-42
Stuck in Love (2.5), 1-32
Suspect, The (2.5), 5-36
Sweetwater (2), 1-32
Tabu (2.5), 1-32
Tanta Agua (3), 4-32
Teenage (3), 6-36
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Tennessee Queer (3), 6-36
Terraferma (2.5), 3-42
Test (3), 5-36
That Awkward Moment (2), 3-42
That Girl in Yellow Boots (3.5), 6-36
Thérèse (2), 1-32
These Birds Walk (3), 4-32
They Came Together (2.5), 6-36
Think Like a Man Too (2), 6-36
Third Person (3), 6-36
Tiger Eyes (2.5), 2-32
Tim’s Vermeer (4), 4-32
To Do List, The (2), 1-33
Toad Road (1.5), 2-32
Touch of Sin, A (3.5), 3-43
Transformers: Age of Extinction (2), 6-38
Truth About Emanuel, The (2), 3-43
Turtle Hill, Brooklyn (3), 1-33
Una Noche (3), 2-32
Under the Skin (2), 4-33
Unhung Hero (2.5), 1-33
Vampire Academy (1.5), 3-43
Venus in Fur (3), 6-38
Veronica Mars (2.5), 3-43
Vic + Flo Saw a Bear (3.5), 5-36
Vinyl (2.5), 5-36
Viola (3.5), 3-43
Violet & Daisy (2), 1-33
Visitors (2.5), 5-37
Wadjda (3.5), 2-34
Watchtower (3), 3-44
We Always Lie to Strangers (3.5), 5-37
We Are What We Are (3), 2-34
Welcome to the Jungle (2.5), 3-44
What If (2), 6-38
What’s In a Name? (3), 4-33
When I Saw You (2.5), 6-38
When the Game Stands Tall (2), 6-38
Where I Am (3.5), 2-34
Whitewash (3), 6-39
Whitey: United States of America v. James J. Bulger
(3.5), 6-39
Will You Still Love Me Tomorrow? (3.5), 5-37
Willow Creek (2.5), 6-39
Wipers Times, The (3), 6-39
With Love… From the Age of Reason (3), 1-33
Wolf of Wall Street , The (3), 3-44
X-Men: Days of Future Past (3), 5-37
You Ain’t Seen Nothin’ Yet (2.5), 1-33
You Will Be My Son (3), 3-44
You’re Next (2.5), 1-34
Young & Beautiful (3), 6-39
Young Detective Dee: Rise of the Sea Dragon (3),
3-44
Zaytoun (3), 1-34
Zero Charisma (3), 4-33

Classic Films
5 Fingers (3), 3-44
Adventures of Ichabod and Mr. Toad / Fun and Fancy
Free (3), 6-39
Agony and the Ecstasy, The (3), 4-33
Alice (3), 4-33
Angela Mao Ying Collection, The (3), 5-37
April Fools, The (2), 2-34
Autumn Sonata (3.5), 1-34
Best Years of Our Lives, The (4), 1-34
Big (3), 2-34
Big Chill, The (3), 5-38
Big Combo, The (3), 1-34
Big Parade, The (3.5), 1-36
Billy Rose’s Jumbo (3), 1-36
Black Book, The (1.5), 5-38
Black Jack (3.5), 4-34
Black Swan, The (3), 2-34
Breakheart Pass (3), 6-40
Careful, He Might Hear You (3), 6-40
Caught (3), 5-38
Chaplin’s Mutual Comedies 1916-1917 (4), 6-40
Color of Lies, The (3.5), 4-34
Come Back, Africa (3), 2-36
David Copperfield (3.5), 1-36
Detective Story (3), 5-38
Elephant Man, The (3), 6-40
Essential Jacques Demy, The (3.5), 5-38
Eyes Without a Face (3), 1-36
Far From Vietnam (3), 2-36
Favorites of the Moon (3), 6-42
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Fear in the Night (2), 6-42
Fly, The (3), 1-36
Forced March (3), 5-39
Foreign Correspondent (3), 3-46
Forever Female (2.5), 6-42
Freshman, The (3.5), 4-34
Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum,
A (3.5), 6-42
Godzilla: Tokyo S.O.S. / Godzilla: Final Wars (3), 4-34
Hairspray (3), 3-46
Herzog: The Collection (3.5), 5-39
High Plains Drifter (3.5), 1-37
High School Confidential! (3), 6-42
Hit the Deck (2.5), 5-40
Hitch-Hiker, The (3), 1-37
Hollow Triumph (2.5), 3-46
Home of the Brave (3), 4-34
I Married a Witch (3), 1-37
I’ve Always Loved You (2.5), 6-43
Il Generale della Rovere (3), 2-36
Il Sorpasso (3.5), 4-36
Inn of the Sixth Happiness, The (2.5), 3-46
Intolerance (3.5), 1-37
Investigation of a Citizen Above Suspicion (3), 2-36
James Dean: Ultimate Collector’s Edition (4),
1-37
Judex (2.5), 5-40
Killing Fields, The (3.5), 2-36
King of the Hill (3), 3-46
L’Amore in Città (Love in the City) (3), 6-43
La Cage aux Folles (3.5), 1-38
Late Ray (3.5), 2-37
Letter to Three Wives, A (3.5), 1-38
Lion of the Desert (2), 1-38
Long Day Closes, The (3.5), 3-47
Mack Sennett Collection, Vol. One (3.5), 6-43
Marty (3.5), 5-40
Max Linder Collection, The (3.5), 5-40
Memphis Belle (3), 5-40
Men in War (3), 4-36
Mr. Magoo: The Theatrical Collection 1949-1959
(3.5), 4-36
Ms. 45 (3), 3-47
My Boy Jack (2.5), 6-43
Norma Rae (3.5), 4-36
On the Beach (3), 6-43
On the Riviera (3), 1-38
Operation Grandma (3), 2-37
Othello (3.5), 1-38
Party, The (3), 6-44
Pawnbroker, The (3.5), 4-37
People vs. Paul Crump, The (3), 4-37
Performance (3), 4-67
Persona (4), 4-67
Red River (4), 4-67
Riot in Cell Block 11 (3), 4-38
Rocky: Heavyweight Collection (3), 3-47
Rodgers & Hammerstein Collection (3.5), 4-38
Samson and Delilah (2.5), 3-47
Secret Life of Walter Mitty, The (2.5), 2-37
Separate Tables (3), 5-42
Shack Out on 101 (2.5), 1-40
Shane (3.5), 1-40
So This Is New York (3), 5-42
Sorcerer (3), 4-38
Strange Woman, The (3), 4-38
Summer Story, A (3), 6-44
Sunrise (4), 2-37
Trans-Europ-Express (3), 3-47
Trouble Every Day (2), 4-39
Unforgiven, The (3), 6-44
Uomini Contro (Many Wars Ago) (3.5), 3-50
Visitor, The (2.5), 3-50
Viva Las Vegas (3), 6-44
Vivien Leigh Anniversary Collection (3), 1-40
Wild Style: 30th Anniversary Edition (3), 1-40
Wind and the Lion, The (3), 5-42
Witness for the Prosecution (3), 5-42
World According to Garp, The (3), 3-50
Year of Living Dangerously, The (3), 3-50
Young at Heart (2.5), 4-39

T V ON VIDEO
2 Broke Girls: Complete Second Season (2.5), 1-41
Afterlife (3.5), 4-40
Almost Human: Complete Series (2.5), 6-45
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American Horror Story—Asylum (3.5), 1-41
Americans: Complete First Season (3.5), 3-52
Andy Griffith Show: Season 1 (3), 4-40
Anna Karenina (2.5), 5-44
Antigone 34: Complete Series (3), 2-38
Archer: Complete Season Four (3), 2-38
Arne Dahl: Season One (3), 5-44
Arrow: Complete First Season (3), 1-41
Arrow: Complete Second Season (3), 6-45
Awkward: Seasons 1 & 2 (3), 1-41
Beauty & the Beast: First Season (2.5), 1-41
Being Human: Complete Third Season (3), 2-38
Best of the Danny Kaye Show, The (3.5), 6-45
Blacklist: Complete First Season (3), 6-45
Bletchley Circle: Season 2 (3), 4-40
Boardwalk Empire: Complete Fourth Season (3),
6-45
Bob Newhart Show: Complete Series (3.5), 4-40
Bones: Complete Eighth Season (2.5), 1-42
Bonnie & Clyde (2.5), 2-38
Boondocks: Complete Fourth Season (1.5), 5-44
Braquo: Complete First Season (3), 3-52
Breaking Bad: Final Season (3.5), 1-42
Breathless (2), 6-46
Bridge: Complete First Season (3), 5-44
Broadchurch: Complete First Season (3.5), 4-40
Californication: Final Season (2), 6-46
Californication: Sixth Season (2), 3-52
Call the Midwife: Season Three (3), 5-44
Castle: Complete Sixth Season (3), 6-46
Chicago P.D.: Season One (3), 6-46
Dallas: Complete Second Season (3), 3-52
Dean Martin Celebrity Roasts (2.5), 4-41
Death in Paradise: Season One (2.5), 5-44
Defiance: Season One (2.5), 1-42
Degrassi: Season Twelve (3), 1-42
Dexter: Final Season (3), 1-42
Doctor Who: The Day of the Doctor (3), 2-38
Doctor Who: The Time of the Doctor (3), 3-52
Dolmen (2), 3-52
Downton Abbey: Season 4 (3.5), 2-39
Eagle—A Crime Odyssey: Season 1 (3), 6-46
Eastbound & Down: Fourth & Final Season (3), 4-41
Elementary: Second Season (3), 6-47
Endeavour: Series 2 (3), 5-45
Escape Artist, The (3), 5-45
Falling Skies: Complete Third Season (3), 4-41
Family Matters: Complete Fourth Season (3), 3-53
Family Tree: Complete First Season (3), 1-44
First of the Summer Wine: Series One (2.5), 2-39
Following: Complete First Season (3), 2-39
Gene Autry Show (3), 2-39
Generation War (3), 3-53
Glee: Complete Fourth Season (2.5), 1-44
Goldbergs: Complete First Season (1), 6-47
Good Wife: Fifth Season (3.5), 6-47
Graceland: Complete First Season (3), 5-45
Hart of Dixie: Complete Second Season (2), 1-44
Helix: Season 1 (2.5), 5-45
Hell on Wheels: Complete Third Season (3), 6-47
Here’s Edie: Edie Adams Television Collection (3),
1-44
Here’s Lucy: Complete Series (2.5), 3-53
Hinterland: Series 1 (3), 5-45
Hollow Crown: Complete Series (3.5), 1-44
Homeland: Complete Second Season (3.5), 1-45
House of Cards: Complete Second Season (3.5), 5-46
House of Lies: Second Season (3), 2-39
I Love Lucy: Ultimate Season 1 (3.5), 4-41
I Spy: Complete Series (3), 5-46
In the Flesh (3), 1-45
Indian Doctor: Series 2 (3.5), 2-39
Indian Doctor: Series 3 (2.5), 5-46
Ja’mie Private School Girl (2), 6-47
Jack Irish, Set 1 (3), 1-45
Jack Taylor: Set 2 (3), 5-46
Joanie Loves Chachi: Complete Series (1), 3-53
Justified: Complete Fourth Season (3.5), 2-40
King Family, The (2), 5-46
Klondike (3), 5-47
Labyrinth (1.5), 6-48
Last Tango in Halifax: Complete Season One (3.5),
1-45
Last Tango in Halifax: Complete Season Two (3),
6-48
Legit: Complete First Season (2), 3-53
Les Petits Meurtres d’Agatha Christie, Set 1 (2.5),
3-54
Leverage: The Final Season (2.5), 1-45
Low Winter Sun: Complete Series (2.5), 5-47
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Mad Men: Season 6 (3), 1-46
Major Crimes: Complete Second Season (2.5), 5-47
Mama’s Family: Complete Collection (2), 1-46
Marvel’s Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: Complete First Season
(3), 6-48
Marx Brothers TV Collection (3), 6-48
Mary Hartman, Mary Hartman: Complete Series
(3), 1-46
Masters of Sex: Season One (3.5), 5-47
Mayberry R.F.D.: Complete First Season (2), 4-41
Middle: Season 3 (3), 1-46
Middle: Season 4 (3), 3-54
Mill: Series One (3.5), 5-47
Mindy Project: Season Two (3), 6-48
Miss Fisher’s Murder Mysteries: Series 2 (3.5), 4-42
Mr. & Mrs. Murder: Series 1 (3), 3-54
Mr. Selfridge: Season 2 (3), 4-42
Murder on the Home Front (3), 4-42
Musketeers, The (2.5), 6-49
Mystery Science Theater 3000: Vol. XXIX (3.5), 3-54
Nashville: Complete First Season (2.5), 1-47
New Girl: Complete Second Season (3), 1-47
Nurse Jackie: Season Five (3), 3-54
NYPD Blue: Season 05 (3), 2-40
Old Dogs & New Tricks: Complete Seasons 1 & 2
(3), 2-40
Once Upon a Time: Complete Third Season (2.5),
6-49
Orange Is the New Black: Season One (3.5), 4-42
Originals: Complete First Season (2), 6-49
Parks and Recreation: Season Six (3.5), 6-49
Perry Mason Movie Collection, Volume 1 (2.5), 2-40
Portlandia: Season Four (3), 6-49
Prisoners of War: Season One (3), 5-48
Ray Donovan: Season One (2.5), 4-42
Red Skelton Show: The Lost Episodes (2), 3-56
Regular Show: Complete Third Season (3), 5-48
Resurrection: Complete First Season (2.5), 5-48
Returned: Complete First Season (3), 3-56
Revenge: Complete Third Season (3), 6-50
Rizzoli & Isles: Complete Fourth Season (3), 5-48
Rogue: Complete First Season (2.5), 3-56
Rosemary’s Baby (2.5), 6-50
Sebastian Bergman: Cursed One, Parts 1 & 2 (2),
3-56
Secret of Crickley Hall, The (2.5), 1-47
Secret State (3.5), 5-48
Separate But Equal (3), 4-43
Shameless: Complete Third Season (3), 2-41
Sherlock: Season Three (3.5), 3-56
Simpsons: Sixteenth Season (3), 2-41
Sinbad: Complete First Season (3.5), 1-47
Soul Man: Complete First Season (2.5), 5-48
South Park: Complete Sixteenth Season (2.5), 1-47
South Park: Complete Seventeenth Season (3), 6-50
Spartacus: War of the Damned (2), 1-48
Spider, The (3), 4-43
Suits: Season Three (3), 5-49
Teen Wolf: Season 3, Part 1 (3), 2-41
Top of the Lake (3.5), 2-41
Treme: Complete Fourth Season (3.5), 2-41
Trinity: Complete First Season (2), 3-57
True Blood: Complete Sixth Season (3), 4-43
True Detective (3.5), 4-43
Under Capricorn (2.5), 3-57
Under the Dome (3), 1-48
Vampire Diaries: Complete Fourth Season (3), 1-48
Veep: Complete Second Season (3), 3-57
Vegas: The DVD Edition (2), 1-48
Village: Series One 1914-1920 (3.5), 5-49
Walking Dead: Complete Fourth Season (3), 6-50
Wallander 3 (3.5), 5-49
White Queen, The (2.5), 3-57
Witches of East End: Complete First Season (2.5),
5-49
Wolfblood: Season One (3.5), 3-57

Title Index
@home (3.5), 6-57
2 Autumns, 3 Winters (3.5), 5-20
2 Broke Girls: Complete Second Season (2.5), 1-41
2 Jacks (2.5), 2-16
3 Days to Kill (2), 4-18
5 Fingers (3), 3-44
7 Boxes (3), 4-18
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12 O’Clock Boys (3.5), 4-18
12 Years a Slave (4), 2-16
16 Acres (3.5), 3-66
20 Feet from Stardom (3), 2-16
50 Children (3.5), 5-71
’83 US Festival: Days 1-3 (2.5), 3-87
400 Miles to Freedom (3), 3-64
1964 (3.5), 4-62
1976: Hunt vs. Lauda (3.5), 3-76
A.C.O.D. (2), 1-18
Aaahh!!! Real Monsters: The Complete Series (2.5),
1-51
About Miracles (3), 5-54
About Time (3), 2-16
Absolute Beginners: Cardio & Strength Training
(3), 2-58
Accel World, Set 01 (3), 2-72
Act of Killing, The (3), 2-16
Address, The (4), 4-52
ADHD Rush Hour (2.5), 5-52
Adventure Time: Complete Third Season (3.5), 4-44
Adventures of Ichabod and Mr. Toad / Fun and Fancy
Free (3), 6-39
Adventures of the Penguin King (3), 3-20
Aerial America: New England Collection (3.5), 1-72
Aesthetica of a Rogue Hero (2), 3-85
Affinity (2.5), 1-18
Afflicted (2.5), 5-20
African Americans: Many Rivers to Cross (4),
3-79
After Tiller (3.5), 4-18
Afterlife (3.5), 4-40
Afternoon of a Faun (3.5), 4-65
Age of Aluminum, The (3), 3-70
Age of Champions (3), 1-66
Age of Uprising (3.5), 5-20
Agony and the Ecstasy, The (3), 4-33
Aida (2.5), 5-80
Aida (3), 2-74
Ain’t Them Bodies Saints (2), 1-18
AKB0048: Season One (2.5), 1-75
Alice (3), 4-33
Alien Boy: The Life and Death of James Chasse (3),
3-20
All About the Book! A Kid’s Video Guide to Charlotte’s
Web (3), 3-58
All Is Bright (2), 1-18
All the Labor (3), 2-74
Almost Human: Complete Series (2.5), 6-45
Amazing Catfish, The (3), 4-18
Amazing Science! Volume 1 (3.5), 4-53
Amazing Spider-Man 2, The (3), 5-20
American Arab (2.5), 5-56
American Horror Story—Asylum (3.5), 1-41
American Hustle (4), 2-18
American Jesus (3), 3-64
American Made Movie (3), 5-20
American Meat (4), 2-61
American Promise (3.5), 5-60
American Revolutionary (3.5), 2-68
American Winter (3.5), 3-75
Americans: Complete First Season (3.5), 3-52
Americans in Bed (2.5), 3-74
Amish: Shunned (3.5), 4-47
Anchorman 2: The Legend Continues (2.5), 3-20
Andrew Murray: Africa for Christ (3), 6-56
Andy Griffith Show: Season 1 (3), 4-40
Angela Mao Ying Collection, The (3), 5-37
Angels’ Share, The (3), 1-18
Animals (2.5), 1-20
Anita: Speaking Truth to Power (3), 5-75
Anna Karenina (2.5), 5-44
Anna Nicole (1.5), 3-20
Anne Perry: Put Your Heart on the Page (3), 6-62
Anomaly (3), 5-56
Anonymous People, The (3), 2-50
Ant and the Grasshopper, The (3.5), 1-51
Antigone 34: Complete Series (3), 2-38
Applause (3.5), 1-20
Approved for Adoption (3.5), 4-48
April Fools, The (2), 2-34
Aquarion Evol: Part One (2.5), 2-72
Archer: Complete Season Four (3), 2-38
Arctic Hip Hop (3), 4-48
Ariadne auf Naxos (2.5), 6-77
Armstrong Lie, The (2.5), 2-18
Arne Dahl: Season One (3), 5-44
Around the Block (2.5), 6-18
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Arrow: Complete First Season (3), 1-41
Arrow: Complete Second Season (3), 6-45
Art of the Steal, The (2.5), 5-21
Artist and the Model, The (3.5), 3-20
Arts & Crafts Glass-Front Cabinet (3.5), 3-77
As High as the Sky (2.5), 4-19
Ashton Celebration: The Royal Ballet Dances Frederick
Ashton (3.5), 1-76
Atanasoff: Father of the Computer (3), 4-58
Attack, The (3.5), 1-20
Attack on Titan, Part I (3.5), 6-75
Auction, The (3.5), 6-18
Autumn Sonata (3.5), 1-34
Awkward: Seasons 1 & 2 (3), 1-41
B.B. King: The Life of Riley (3), 5-75
Babar and the Adventures of Badou: Gone Wild
(3.5), 6-51
Bad Grandpa (2.5), 2-18
Bad Milo! (1.5), 2-18
Ballroom Confidential (3.5), 3-77
Barbara (3), 1-20
Barbie & Her Sisters in A Pony Tale (3), 1-51
Barbie and the Secret Door (3), 6-51
Bastards (2.5), 4-19
Battle of Pussy Willow Creek (3), 2-18
Bayou Blue (3), 4-19
Bear Has a Story to Tell (3), 3-58
Beat Generation (3), 5-68
Beauty & the Beast: First Season (2.5), 1-41
Beauty and the Breast (3.5), 3-72
Becoming Traviata (3), 3-77
Bee People (3), 5-61
Behold the Beautiful Dung Beetle (3), 5-50
Being Ginger (3), 4-20
Being Human: Complete Third Season (3), 2-38
Bella Sara: Emma’s Wings (2), 4-44
Belle for Christmas, A (1.5), 6-54
Berberian Sound Studio (2), 2-20
Best Friends Forever (2), 3-20
Best Kept Secret: Aging Out with Autism (3), 2-54
Best Man Holiday, The (2.5), 2-20
Best of (The Original) An Evening at the Improv
(3.5), 1-68
Best of Men, The (3.5), 3-22
Best of the Danny Kaye Show, The (3.5), 6-45
Best Offer, The (2.5), 4-20
Best Years of Our Lives, The (4), 1-34
Bethlehem (3), 5-21
Betsy’s Kindergarten Adventures: Volume 1 (3), 1-51
Betsy’s Kindergarten Adventures: Volume 2 (3.5),
3-58
Betsy’s Kindergarten Adventures: Volume 3 (3.5),
4-44
Betsy’s Kindergarten Adventures: Volume 4 (3), 5-50
Betsy’s Kindergarten Adventures: Volume 5 (3), 6-51
Better Living Through Chemistry (2), 3-22
Better Things (3), 3-82
Bettie Page Reveals All (3), 3-22
Beyond Outrage (2.5), 3-22
Beyond the Music (3), 4-54
Bible Quiz (3.5), 5-21
Bicycling With Molière (3), 4-20
Big (3), 2-34
Big Bad Bubble (2.5), 6-51
Big Bad Wolves (2.5), 3-22
Big Chill, The (3), 5-38
Big Combo, The (3), 1-34
Big History (3), 3-78
Big Joy: Adventures of James Broughton (3), 3-82
Big Parade, The (3.5), 1-36
Big Star: Nothing Can Hurt Me (3), 1-20
Big Sur (3), 1-20
Bill Cosby: Far From Finished (3), 1-66
Billy Rose’s Jumbo (3), 1-36
Bink & Gollie: Two for One (3.5), 2-42
Birth of the Living Dead (3.5), 2-63
Bittersweet Joke (2.5), 1-56
Black Book, The (1.5), 5-38
Black Fatherhood Project, The (3), 3-65
Black Jack (3.5), 4-34
Black Label Society: Unblackened (2.5), 1-76
Black Lips: Kids Like You & Me (3.5), 2-74
Black Nativity (2.5), 3-24
Black Out (3), 3-24
Black Swan, The (3), 2-34
Blackbird (3), 6-18
Blacklist: Complete First Season (3), 6-45
Blackout (4), 1-51

N O V E M B E R / D E C E M B E R

2 0 1 4

Blended (1), 5-22
Bletchley Circle: Season 2 (3), 4-40
Blood-C: The Last Dark (2.5), 2-72
Blue Caprice (3), 3-24
Blue Is the Warmest Color (3.5), 3-24
Blue Jasmine (3), 1-21
Boardwalk Empire: Complete Fourth Season (3),
6-45
Bob and the Monster (3), 1-73
Bob Newhart Show: Complete Series (3.5), 4-40
Bomb It 2 (3), 3-77
Bone Wind Fire (Désert Vent Feu) (3.5), 1-66
Bones: Complete Eighth Season (2.5), 1-42
Bonnie & Clyde (2.5), 2-38
Book Thief, The (3), 2-20
Booker, The (3.5), 3-76
Boondocks: Complete Fourth Season (1.5), 5-44
Boredom (3), 5-52
Boris Godunov (2.5), 4-70
Bound by Flesh (3), 6-72
Braquo: Complete First Season (3), 3-52
Brazil (3), 5-74
Breakheart Pass (3), 6-40
Breaking Bad: Final Season (3.5), 1-42
Breaking Through (3.5), 4-20
Breathe In (2.5), 5-22
Breathless (2), 6-46
Brewed in Brooklyn (3.5), 1-66
Brian May & Kerry Ellis (3), 4-70
Brick Mansions (2), 5-22
Bridge: Complete First Season (3), 5-44
Bringing Joshua Home (3.5), 1-64
Bringing King to China (3.5), 5-68
Broadchurch: Complete First Season (3.5), 4-40
Broadway Theatre Archive Great Performances (3),
5-68
Broken Circle Breakdown, The (3.5), 2-20
Bronies (3), 2-50
Brony Tale, A (2.5), 6-18
Brothers in War (3.5), 5-72
Brown Babies: The Mischlingskinder Story (3), 1-56
Brownian Movement (3), 4-20
BTOOOM! Complete Collection (3.5), 3-85
Building Babel (3.5), 1-56
Building Our House (3), 2-44
Burn (3), 4-48
Burt’s Buzz (3), 6-18
Bushido Man: Seven Deadly Battles (2.5), 4-21
Buying Sex (3), 2-60
Bye (3), 1-76
Caesar Must Die (3.5), 2-20
Café de Flore (3.5), 3-24
Californication: Final Season (2), 6-46
Californication: Sixth Season (2), 3-52
Call Me Crazy: A Five Film (2.5), 4-21
Call the Midwife: Season Three (3), 5-44
Calling, The (2), 6-20
Calloused Hands (3.5), 4-21
Camille Claudel 1915 (3), 3-26
Campaign of Hate: Russia and Gay Propaganda
(3.5), 4-48
Campione! Complete Collection (3), 1-75
Canning Basics with Chef Tom Small (3), 2-61
Can’t Miss Games and Activities for Youth Development (3), 6-66
Capital (2.5), 5-22
Capriccio (3.5), 5-80
Captain Phillips (3.5), 1-21
Captive Radio (3), 6-57
Careers Without College (3), 3-75
Careful, He Might Hear You (3), 6-40
Carmen (2.5), 2-74
Caro Emerald in Concert (3), 1-76
Carol Dickman’s Bed Top Movement (3), 4-54
Carrie (2), 1-21
Cart That Carried Martin, The (3), 1-52
Cartoon College (3.5), 1-67
Casting By (3.5), 6-73
Castle: Complete Sixth Season (3), 6-46
Catching Babies (3), 6-65
Caught (3), 5-38
CeeLo Green is Loberace: Live in Vegas (2.5), 1-76
Certain Scientific Railgun S, Part One (2.5), 6-75
Chairman and the Lions, The (3), 2-50
Changing Delta, A(3), 5-60
Chaplin (3), 4-70
Chaplin’s Mutual Comedies 1916-1917 (4), 6-40
Charting Christmas (3), 6-54
Chasing Sarasota (3), 4-59
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Chasing Shackleton (3.5), 4-61
Chef (3), 5-22
Chef, the Actor and the Scoundrel, The (2.5), 6-20
Cheshire Murders, The (3.5), 3-70
Chicago P.D.: Season One (3), 6-46
Children of Military Families (3.5), 4-56
Children of Srikandi (3), 1-64
Child’s Pose (3.5), 4-21
Chilean Mine Rescue: Unstoppable Team (3), 6-65
China Concerto (3.5), 2-50
Chinese Puzzle (2.5), 6-20
Citizen Koch (2.5), 6-20
Civil War: The Untold Story (3), 5-71
Class of ’92, The (2.5), 5-66
Clear History (3), 1-21
Cliff Richard: Still Reelin’ and A-Rockin’ (2.5), 2-74
Closed Circuit (3), 1-21
Cloudette (3.5), 4-44
Code:Breaker (3), 5-79
Coexist Comedy Tour (3), 2-22
Cold Comes the Night (2), 2-22
Cold in July (3.5), 6-20
Color of Lies, The (3.5), 4-34
Color Power: Fruit & Vegetables (3), 5-63
Come Back, Africa (3), 2-36
Coming Out Polish Style (2.5), 2-60
Commitment (3), 3-26
Concussion (2), 3-26
Confession of Murder (3), 4-21
Confessions of a Bully (3), 2-54
Connected By Coffee (3.5), 5-56
Consumed: Identity and Anxiety (3), 2-48
Contracted (3), 3-26
Contradictions of Fair Hope, The (3.5), 1-70
Coppélia (3), 4-70
Coretta Scott (3), 3-58
Corrie ten Boom: Faith Undefeated (3.5), 3-64
Così Fan Tutte (3.5), 2-75
Cosmic Journeys (3), 2-56
Cosmos: A Spacetime Odyssey (3.5), 5-62
Counselor, The (2), 2-22
Country Roads: The Heartbeat of America (2.5),
6-77
Crafting a Nation: One Craft Beer at a Time (3),
5-64
Crash Reel, The (3.5), 5-66
Creepy Carrots! (3), 2-42
Crisis Hotline: Veterans Press 1 (3.5), 5-54
Cuban Fury (2.5), 4-22
Cunning Little Vixen, The (3.5), 2-75
Curse of Chucky (1.5), 1-22
Curse of the Gothic Symphony, The (3), 4-70
Cuticle Detective Inaba (3.5), 5-79
Cutie and the Boxer (3), 2-3
D-Day 360 (3.5), 6-68
Dallas Buyers Club (3), 2-22
Dallas: Complete Second Season (3), 3-52
Danchi No Yume (3), 3-65
Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood: Life’s Little Lessons
(3), 3-58
Danny Phantom: The Complete Series (3), 2-42
Dante: The First Renaissance Man (3), 3-82
Dare to Cook: Barbecue & Grilling (3), 1-65
Dare to Cook: Gourmet Food Preservation (3), 3-75
Dare to Cook: Seafood Basics (3.5), 4-56
Date A Live: Complete First Season (2.5), 6-75
Dave Clark Five and Beyond (3), 4-71
David Brainerd (3.5), 4-47
David Copperfield (3.5), 1-36
David Suchet: In the Footsteps of St. Paul (3), 5-54
Day Late and a Dollar Short, A (2), 6-20
Deaf Jam (3), 3-70
Dean Martin Celebrity Roasts (2.5), 4-41
Death in Paradise: Season One (2.5), 5-44
Death in St. Augustine, A (3), 4-52
Death in Venice (3.5), 3-87
Death of Pinochet (La Muerte de Pinochet) (2.5),
3-78
Deep Purple: Perfect Strangers Live (2.5), 1-77
Defiance: Season One (2.5), 1-42
Degrassi: Season Twelve (3), 1-42
Deliver Us From Evil (2), 6-22
Deltora Quest: Complete Series (3), 5-79
Der Fliegende Holländer (3.5), 6-77
Design Is One (3), 6-67
Detective Story (3), 5-38
Detroit Unleaded (3.5), 3-26
Developing a Website (3), 3-76
Devil Is a Part-Timer! (2.5), 6-75
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Devil We Know: An Objective Look at the Prince of
Darkness (3), 1-55
Devil’s Knot (2.5), 4-22
Devil’s Pass (2.5), 2-22
Devo: Complete Truth About De-Evolution (3), 3-87
Devo: The Men Who Make the Music (3), 6-77
Dexter: Final Season (3), 1-42
Diana (2), 2-22
Die Meistersinger von Nürnberg (3.5), 6-77
Die Zauberflöte (3), 2-75
Dio: Live in London (3), 5-80
Dionysos (3.5), 1-77
Dirty Wars (3.5), 1-22
Discoveries…America National Parks: Arches, Canyonlands & Natural Bridges (3.5), 1-72
Discoveries...America National Parks: Arizona (3.5),
2-68
Discoveries…America National Parks: Florida Everglades & Biscayne (3), 6-71
Discoveries...America National Parks: Japanese American Incarceration 1942-1945 (3.5), 3-82
Discoveries…America National Parks: Lyndon B.
Johnson National Historical Park (3.5), 6-72
Discoveries…America National Parks: Mount Rainier
& Mount St. Helens (3.5), 4-64
Discoveries…America National Parks: Mount Rushmore (3), 5-75
Disruption (3.5), 5-57
Divergent (2), 4-22
Do Libraries Have a Future? (3.5), 2-48
Doctor Who: The Day of the Doctor (3), 2-38
Doctor Who: The Time of the Doctor (3), 3-52
Dolmen (2), 3-52
Dom Hemingway (2), 4-22
Don Carlos (3.5), 3-87
Don Giovanni (2), 1-77
Don Pasquale (3.5), 5-80
Don Quixote (3.5), 4-71
Don’t Ask Me Questions (2.5), 4-22
Doors: R-Evolution (2.5), 2-75
Double, The (2.5), 5-24
Doug Unplugged (3.5), 3-58
Downton Abbey: Season 4 (3.5), 2-39
Downtown Dream (3), 3-65
Dragon City (2), 4-22
Dragons: Defenders of Berk, Part 1 (3), 3-60
Dragons Love Tacos (3), 4-46
Drawing with Mark: Good to Grow / Life on the Farm
(3.5), 3-60
DREAM: An American Story (3.5), 5-57
Dream Theater: Live at Luna Park (3), 1-77
Driven: From Wheelchair to Race Car (3.5), 6-66
Drones in My Backyard (3), 6-58
Drop City (3), 5-72
Drug War (3), 1-22
Drying for Freedom (3.5), 6-58
Duckling Gets a Cookie!? (3), 6-51
Each Kindness (2.5), 5-50
Eagle—A Crime Odyssey: Season 1 (3), 6-46
Earth Water Woman (3.5), 4-49
Earthflight (3), 4-53
East End Babylon: The Story of the Cockney Rejects
(3), 1-77
Eastbound & Down: Fourth & Final Season (3), 4-41
EastSiders (3), 6-22
Easy Yoga: Secret to Strength & Balance (3), 5-63
Ebiten: Complete Collection (2.5), 4-68
Education of Mohammad Hussein, The (3.5), 5-56
El Huaso: The Last Rodeo (3), 1-54
Eleanor’s Secret (3.5), 6-22
Electoral Dysfunction (3.5), 2-50
Elektra (3.5), 5-80
Elektra (3.5), 6-78
Elementary: Second Season (3), 6-47
Elephant Man, The (3), 6-40
Elmo’s World: All About Animals (3), 3-60
Elton John: Million Dollar Piano (3.5), 5-81
Elvis: That’s the Way It Is (3), 6-78
Embracing Dyslexia (3.5), 3-64
Empty Hours, The (3.5), 5-24
End of Time, The (2.5), 3-71
Endeavour: Series 2 (3), 5-45
Ender’s Game (2.5), 2-24
Endless Love (1.5), 3-26
Enough Said (3), 1-22
Eric Fischl: The Process of Painting (2.5), 1-67
Ernest & Celestine (3.5), 5-24
Escape Artist, The (3), 5-45
Escape from Tomorrow (2), 3-27
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Escape Plan (2), 2-24
Escape Your Shape: 21-Day Body Makeover (3), 2-58
Essential Jacques Demy, The (3.5), 5-38
Ethics of Fracking, The (2.5), 4-49
Eureka Seven: Part One (3.5), 4-68
Evergreen: The Road to Legalization (3.5), 6-22
Every Everything (3), 5-76
Everyday (2), 4-24
Evolutionary Biology Essentials (3.5), 5-60
Exclamation Mark (3), 5-50
Eyes Without a Face (3), 1-36
F*ck for Forest (3), 2-51
Face of Love, The (2.5), 5-24
Faith Connections (3), 6-56
Fall to Grace (2.5), 1-57
Falling Skies: Complete Third Season (3), 4-41
Falls: Testament of Love (3), 1-22
Familiar of Zero: Complete Collection (3), 4-68
Family, The (2), 1-24
Family Matters: Complete Fourth Season (3), 3-53
Family Tree: Complete First Season (3), 1-44
Fantasista Doll: Complete Collection (2), 6-75
Fantastic Undersea Life of Jacques Cousteau (3.5),
5-50
Far From Vietnam (3), 2-36
Far Out Isn’t Far Enough (3.5), 1-73
Fashion Serge with Pamela Leggett (3.5), 6-67
Father Michael McGivney (3), 6-56
Fault in Our Stars, The (3.5), 5-3
Faust (3), 5-24
Favorites of the Moon (3), 6-42
Fear in the Night (2), 6-42
Fear That Has 1000 Eyes, The (3.5), 2-51
Field Biologist (3), 5-61
Fiery Angel, The (3.5), 4-71
Fifth Estate, The (2), 2-24
Fight (3), 6-67
Finding Vivian Maier (3.5), 5-26
First Aid Emergencies: In the Community (3), 6-63
First Comes Love (2.5), 4-56
First Cousin, Once Removed (3.5), 5-26
First of the Summer Wine: Series One (2.5), 2-39
Fists of Pride (Les Poings de la fierté) (3), 4-49
Fit Mommy-to-Be Prenatal Yoga (3), 2-58
Five Dances (3), 5-26
Fixed: The Science/Fiction of Human Enhancement
(3.5), 3-72
Flex Is Kings (3), 6-22
Flintstone Kids: Rockin’ in Bedrock (3), 3-60
Flowers in the Attic (2.5), 3-27
Fly, The (3), 1-36
Follow Me Down (3), 2-55
Following: Complete First Season (3), 2-39
For No Good Reason (2.5), 5-26
Forbidden Voices (3.5), 3-68
Forced March (3), 5-39
Foreign Correspondent (3), 3-46
Forever Female (2.5), 6-42
Forget Me Not (3), 4-54
Four (2), 2-24
Four Horsemen (3.5), 4-49
Francis: The Pope from the New World (3.5), 4-66
Frankie & Alice (2), 4-24
Freddie Mercury Tribute Concert, The (3), 1-78
Free Birds (2), 2-26
Free China: The Courage to Believe (3), 2-51
Free Fall (3), 3-27
Free the Mind (3), 4-46
Freedom Summer (3.5), 6-70
French for Kids: Dedans et Dehors (3.5), 2-42
French for Kids: On Va Jouer (3), 6-52
French Minister, The (2.5), 6-22
Freshman, The (3.5), 4-34
Fringes: New Adventures in Jewish Living (3), 6-56
Frog Princes, The (3), 5-68
From the New World, Collection 1 (3.5), 4-68
Frozen (4), 2-26
Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum,
A (3.5), 6-42
Furious Beauty: A Hip-Hop Family (3), 2-64
Future Diary, Part 1 (3.5), 2-72
Galapagos Affair: Satan Came to Eden (4), 6-24
Gatchaman: Complete Collection (3.5), 4-68
Gathering of Souls, A (3), 5-55
Gene Autry Show (3), 2-39
Gene Kelly: Dancing, A Man’s Game (3.5), 2-76
Generation Iron (3), 4-24
Generation Like (3.5), 5-65
Generation War (3), 3-53
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Genius of Marian, The (3), 1-63
Geography Club (3), 3-28
George Thorogood & the Destroyers (3), 2-76
German Doctor, The (3), 6-24
Geronimo Stilton: Intrigue on the Rodent Express
(3), 3-61
Getting Go: The Go Doc Project (2), 6-24
Ghosts of the River: Out of the Shadows (3.5), 4-59
Gideon’s Army (3.5), 4-52
Gimme Shelter (2), 3-28
Girl Rising (3), 3-28
Girls & Panzer: Complete TV Series (2), 3-85
Girls in the Band, The (3), 6-68
Glacial Balance (3.5), 2-56
Glee: Complete Fourth Season (2.5), 1-44
Glickman (3.5), 3-82
Global Food Equity (3), 1-57
Gloria (3), 3-28
GMO OMG (3.5), 5-65
Go Public (3), 2-55
God Loves Uganda (3.5), 4-3
God’s Not Dead (1.5), 4-24
Godzilla (3), 5-26
Godzilla: Tokyo S.O.S. / Godzilla: Final Wars (3),
4-34
Goldbergs: Complete First Season (1), 6-47
Golden Slumbers (3.5), 1-68
Goldy Luck and the Three Pandas (2.5), 5-50
Good Luck Girl! The Complete Series (3), 2-72
Good Ol’ Freda (2.5), 1-24
Good Wife: Fifth Season (3.5), 6-47
Goodbye Tibet (3.5), 4-49
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Sea Turtle Story, A (3), 3-62
Seattle Seahawks: Road to XLVIII (2.5), 5-67
Sebastian Bergman: Cursed One, Parts 1 & 2 (2),
3-56
Secret Life of Walter Mitty, The (2.5), 2-37
Secret of Crickley Hall, The (2.5), 1-47
Secret Pizza Party (3), 4-46
Secret Policeman’s Ball—USA (3.5), 4-60
Secret State (3.5), 5-48
Secrets of the Vatican (3), 5-55
Secrets of Underground London (3.5), 6-72
Seduced and Abandoned (2.5), 5-70
Seeking Asian Female (3), 2-60
Self-Made Man, A (3.5), 2-69
Selfish Giant, The (3.5), 4-32
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2-53
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Shack Out on 101 (2.5), 1-40
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Shane (3.5), 1-40
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Signal, The (2.5), 5-34
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Sister (3.5), 2-32
Six by Sondheim (3), 5-70
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Sleepless Epidemic (3), 1-60
Small Time (2.5), 4-32
Smarter Brains (3), 1-62
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1-32
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Song Within: Sedona (3), 2-48
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State 194 (3), 6-59
State of Arizona, The (3), 3-69
Status Quo? (3.5), 5-58
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To Do List, The (2), 1-33
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Toto: 35th Anniversary (2.5), 5-81
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Vegas: The DVD Edition (2), 1-48
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3-62
Venus in Fur (3), 6-38
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Vikings (3.5), 3-81
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Wild Wales/Rugged Wales (3.5), 2-68
Will for the Woods, A (3.5), 6-60
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Willy DeVille: Live in the Lowlands (2.5), 1-81
Wind and the Lion, The (3), 5-42
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Wipers Times, The (3), 6-39
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With Love… From the Age of Reason (3), 1-33
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World According to Garp, The (3), 3-50
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Year of Living Dangerously, The (3), 3-50
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You Ain’t Seen Nothin’ Yet (2.5), 1-33
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(3.5), 4-55
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ZZ Top: Live at Montreux 2013 (3), 6-80
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High School Confidential! .................................................42
Hippolyte et Aricie ..............................................................78
How to Train Your Dragon 2 ..............................................26
Hundred-Foot Journey, The ...............................................26
I’ve Always Loved You ........................................................43
Ilo Ilo ...................................................................................26
In Between Songs ...............................................................59
Into the Storm ....................................................................28
Ivory Tower .........................................................................28
Ja’mie Private School Girl ...................................................47
Jersey Boys ..........................................................................28
Jews & Muslims: Origins (610-721) ...................................69
Justin Hayward: Spirits...Live .............................................79
Korengal ..............................................................................28
Kundo .................................................................................28
L’Amore in Città (Love in the City) ...................................43
L’Italiana in Algeri ..............................................................79
La Traviata ...........................................................................79
Labyrinth ............................................................................48
Last Passenger .....................................................................29
Last Tango in Halifax: Complete Season Two ...................48
Le Chef ................................................................................29
Let’s Be Cops .......................................................................29
Letter to Momo, A ..............................................................75
Locked Up in America ........................................................62
Locomotive .........................................................................52
Mack Sennett Collection, Vol. One ...................................43
Majestic Prince: Collection 1 .............................................76
Maleficent ...........................................................................29
Margaret Fuller Legacy, The ...............................................73
Marvel’s Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: Complete First Season ....48
Marx Brothers TV Collection .............................................48
Medieval Lives: Birth, Marriage, Death .............................70
Merchant of Venice, The ....................................................79
Mindy Project: Season Two ................................................48
Mobilize ..............................................................................64
Molly: Innocent Name, Deadly Drug ................................60
Money Smart ......................................................................61
More Than the Rainbow ....................................................29
Moribito: Guardian of the Spirit, Complete Series ............76
Most Wanted Man, A .........................................................29
Musketeers, The ..................................................................49
Mustang: The First 50 Years ...............................................71
My Bionic Pet .....................................................................65
My Boy Jack ........................................................................43
My Herzl .............................................................................73
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My Name Is “A” By Anonymous .......................................30
Myanmar ............................................................................72
Mystery of Happiness, The .................................................30
Nation’s Hope: The Story of Boxing Legend Joe Louis .....51
Normal Heart, The ..............................................................30
Northern Light ...................................................................66
Northpole ...........................................................................54
Off the Floor .......................................................................68
On My Way .........................................................................30
On the Beach ......................................................................43
Once Upon a Time: Complete Third Season .....................49
Originals: Complete First Season .......................................49
Ottomans Versus Christians ...............................................70
Out of the Clear Blue Sky ...................................................30
Outcasts: Surviving the Culture of Rejection ....................61
Paris-Manhattan .................................................................32
Parks and Recreation: Season Six .......................................49
Party, The ............................................................................44
Pay 2 Play: Democracy’s High Stakes ...................................3
Penguins—Operation: Special Delivery .............................54
People Uncounted: Untold Story of the Roma .................70
Pet + Cat ..............................................................................52
Petals on the Wind .............................................................32
Poppea//Poppea ..................................................................79
Portlandia: Season Four ......................................................49
Postman Pat: The Movie ....................................................32
Powell to Powell: Portraits of the Upper Colorado
River.....................................................................................62
President Wolfman .............................................................32
Prison Terminal ..................................................................74
Problem Children Are Coming From Another World,
Aren’t They? ........................................................................76
Propaganda .........................................................................32
Proxy ...................................................................................32
R.L. Stine’s Mostly Ghostly: Have You Met My
Ghoulfriend? ......................................................................52
Revenge: Complete Third Season ......................................50
Rich Hill ..............................................................................58
Rita Dove: An American Poet .............................................74
Roosevelts: An Intimate History ........................................74
Rosemary’s Baby .................................................................50
Royal Cousins at War .........................................................70
Sabrina—Secrets of a Teenage Witch: A Witch and the
Werewolf .............................................................................53
Same Same But Different ....................................................34
Saving the Life Keepers .......................................................62
Secrets of Underground London ........................................72
Senran Kagura: Ninja Flash ................................................76
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Sex Tape ..............................................................................34
Shored Up ...........................................................................58
Short Peace ..........................................................................76
Shuriken School: The Complete Series ..............................53
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Snowpiercer ........................................................................34
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State 194 .............................................................................59
Step Up: All In ....................................................................34
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Summer Story, A .................................................................44
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Transformers: Age of Extinction ........................................38
Tunisian Women: We Will Stand Up .................................60
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New and Notable
Finding Your Roots, Season 2

Season 2

The basic drive to discover who we
are and where we come from is
at the core of Season 2 of Finding
Your Roots with Henry Louis Gates,
Jr. Continuing on the quest begun
in his previous projects, African
American Lives, African American
Lives 2, Faces of America, and the
first season of Finding Your Roots
with Henry Louis Gates, Jr. Gates
finds new ways to, as he says, “get
into the DNA of American culture.”

600 minutes on 3 discs
DVD $39.99
ISBN# 9781627890946

The Fidel Castro Tapes
In 1959, Fidel Castro rose to
power in Cuba. He has been
one of the most controversial
figures in the world ever
since. The Fidel Castro Tapes
chronicles the Cuban leader’s
ability to maintain control
through ongoing tumult in
his country, and in his dealings with the United
States and the rest of the world.

60 minutes
DVD $24.99
ISBN# 9781627890960

Dick Cavett’s
Watergate
Dick Cavett’s Watergate
offers a unique opportunity
to mark the 40th anniversary
of a defining moment in
American history. From 1972
to 1974 the Watergate scandal
unfolded on The Dick Cavett
Show, as Cavett interviewed nearly every major
Watergate figure. Dick Cavett’s Watergate
documents the scandal in the words of the
people who lived it.

60 minutes
DVD $24.99
ISBN# 9781627891028

Enemy of the Reich:
The Noor Inayat
Khan Story

American Experience:
America and the
Holocaust

In 1943, Noor Inayat Khan
was recruited as a covert
operative into Winston
Churchill’s Special Operations
Executive. With an American
mother and Indian Muslim father, she was
an extremely unusual British agent. After her
network collapsed, Khan became the only
surviving radio operator linking the British to
the French Resistance in Paris, coordinating the
airdrop of weapons and agents, and the rescue
of downed Allied fliers.

Weaving together interviews,
official photos and documents,
home movies, and archival film,
this film explores the complex
social and political factors that
shaped America’s response to the Holocaust.
The story of Kurt Klein, who struggled with
State Department red tape to free his parents
from Eastern Europe, represents America’s
reaction to European Jews clamoring for rescue.

55 minutes
DVD $24.99
ISBN# 9781627891356

FRONTLINE:
Losing Iraq
With Islamic extremists
gaining ground in Iraq, and
the Obama administration
being pulled back into the
conflict, FRONTLINE presents
Losing Iraq, a timely and latebreaking report on the crisis in Iraq.

90 minutes
DVD $24.99
ISBN# 9781627891400

90 minutes
DVD $24.99
ISBN# 9781608830435

Al Capone: Icon
From his early days rising
through the ranks of New
York’s gangs, to his slow
demise in the aftermath of the
St. Valentine’s Day Massacre,
this film examines Capone’s
personal history and unveils his
unexpected connections to modern-day organized crime, law enforcement, popular culture,
and even everyday life in Chicago.

60 minutes
DVD $24.99
ISBN# 9781627891226

© 2014 PBS

To purchase these and other award winning DVDs,
visit shopPBS.org/teachershop or other authorized distributor sites.
Thank you! Your purchase supports PBS.

Final Frame

DRA
Beginning with this issue, Video Librarian
will start noting when reviewed titles have
“digital rights available” (DRA).
Given the complicated nature of digital
collection development, we’ve got (like
Lucy) some ‘splainin to do about this new
designation.
Let’s fi rst acknowledge that digital distribution is a multifaceted beast that serves
up more flavors than Baskin Robbins. To
provide detailed digital rights pricing on
all applicable reviews could create header
information that is nearly as long as the
review itself (which would invoke Newton’s
third law of motion: i.e., some reviews
would have to be cut altogether to make
everything fit—an unhappy choice).
Just consider the available options (and
this is not an exhaustive list):
1) Title purchased outright as download
2) Title purchased as part of annual database subscription
3) Title leased with one-year streaming
license
4) Title leased with three-year streaming
license

GREASEPAINT
Joey quits the police force to perform as
a clown recruiting his family and sinking
his life’s savings into the show. However,
pressures mount when his acrobat is
threatened with deportation.
Documentary, DVD $19.95

5) Title leased with fill-in-the-blank-year
streaming license
6) Title purchased in perpetuity for
streaming
7) – 10) Titles leased may be digitized and
held on the library’s servers or may only be
available on the distributor’s servers
To paraphrase Alice Cooper, welcome to
everybody’s nightmare.
Of course, it seems reasonable to ask why
a library would spend hundreds of dollars to
buy a title in “perpetuity” that is only hosted on the distributor’s server—and therefore
could disappear if the company folds.
We should keep in mind that—unlike
physical media—digital content may often
be beyond our immediate control. Remember when Amazon Kindle owners discovered
in 2009 that their paid e-book copies of
George Orwell’s 1984 were removed from
their devices without their consent (what
former blog-site Seattlest called “Amazon’s
Kindle—Now with New Take-Backsies Feature”)? The ensuing outcry would make you
think that an industry-wide lesson would be
learned. Not so. In September of this year,
Apple device owners found that a free copy
of U2’s Songs of Innocence album was suddenly (and without consent) placed in their

US
TheaTrical
releaSe!
THE LITTLE BEDROOM
An award-winning film starring Michel Bouquet as
Edmond, who is befriended by a nurse while in recovery.
The unlikely friends, however, must face the consequences
when he is reported missing while staying in her home.
Drama, DVD $24.95, Available 12/9/2014

personal iTunes libraries
(which some considered a
boon, but others felt was
unwarranted spam).
Digital collection development certainly has
the potential to rapidly expand, but is still
in its relative infancy (in the April 1, 2014
issue of Library Journal, a “Materials Survey”
found that 0.6 percent of materials budgets
was being spent on “downloadable movies,” which represented 0.9 percent of total
circulation).
Regardless, digital is unquestionably
here to stay. Initially, Video Librarian will
be adding DRA to the header information
on relevant titles, but I expect us to start
reviewing digital-only releases in the near
future (as long as they are made available
from a library-friendly platform—i.e., not
iTunes, Amazon, etc.).
I still have reservations about digital
content, but am ultimately confident
that libraries and distributors working
together will be able to build solid models
for creating comprehensive and affordable
collections.
A bright future hopefully lies ahead, although I’m not wearing shades quite yet.
Randy Pitman

TOO SANE FOR THIS WORLD
Too Sane for This World explores current
issues affecting the autism community
through the unique perspectives of neurodiverse adults living on the autism spectrum.
Documentary, DVD $19.95/PPR $150

At the forefront of the social issue narrative & nonfiction film movement, Cinema Libre Studio provides the expertise necessary for filmmakers to find their global audience.

www.cinemalibrestudio.com
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INTRODUCING THE

Stories from East of the Moon
SRP: $19.95
ISBN: 8-91273-00224-8

COLLECTION ON DVD

The Adventures of Mouse and Mole The Mousehole Cat
Volume 1 • SRP: $19.95
ISBN: 8-91273-00223-1
Volume 2 • SRP: $19.95
ISBN: 8-91273-00229-3

SRP: $19.95
ISBN: 8-91273-00225-5

Happy Valley

Volume 1 • SRP: $14.95
ISBN: 8-91273-00234-7
Volume 2 • SRP: $14.95
ISBN: 8-91273-00235-4

Volu
me
Com
3
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n!

Nelly & Caesar

Volume 1 • SRP: $19.95
ISBN: 8-91273-00239-2
Volume 2 • SRP: $19.95
ISBN: 8-91273-00240-8

The Angel and The Soldier Boy
SRP: $19.95
ISBN: 8-91273-00226-2

Missy Mila Twisted Tales
Volume 1 • SRP: $19.95
ISBN: 8-91273-00241-5
Volume 2 • SRP: $19.95
ISBN: 8-91273-00242-2

Pizza Party! Yoga Class for kids
SRP: $19.95
ISBN: 8-91273-00231-6

Dougie in Disguise

Volume 1 • SRP: $19.95
ISBN: 8-91273-00237-8
Volume 2 • SRP: $19.95
ISBN: 8-91273-00238-5

A Small Miracle/On Christmas Eve
SRP: $19.95
ISBN: 8 91273-00227-9

Iris: the Happy Professor

Volume 1 • SRP: $19.95
ISBN: 8-91273-00232-3
Volume 2 • SRP: $19.95
ISBN: 8-91273-00243-9

Castle Farm

Volume 1 • SRP: $14.95
ISBN: 8-91273-00233-0
Volume 2 • SRP: $14.95
ISBN: 8-91273-00236-1
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The digital library platform that allows
users to borrow free digital video, music,
and audiobooks with their library card.

Contact
us today
to find ou
more ab
t
out hoop
la digital!
800.8
library.ho 75.2785
opladigit
al.com
hoopladig
ital

