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deaths. Presenting evidence that includes 
clips from news reports and interviews with 
marine experts, past employees, and patrons, 
Cowperthwaite makes a convincing case, 
citing episodes in which trainers were badly 
mauled, while also investigating an incident 
in which a young man was found dead in a 
whale tank (a story that park officials appar-
ently manipulated in order to protect their 
business interests). Blackfish is unabashedly 
agenda-driven and one-sided, but that’s not 
entirely the director’s fault as SeaWorld 
representatives reportedly declined to be 
interviewed. This powerful Sundance Grand 
Jury Prize-nominated documentary is highly 
recommended. (F. Swietek)
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Blackfish HHH1/2
Magnolia, 83 min., PG-
13, DVD: $26.98, Blu-
ray: $29.98, Nov. 12

Gabriela Cowper- 
thwaite’s investigative 
report on SeaWorld is 
a thought-provoking 
and compelling piece 
of activist filmmak-
ing, questioning the 
wisdom of keeping orcas—or so-called 
killer whales—in captivity as entertainment 
providers in staged shows. The argument is 
presented in terms touching on the practical 
(a safety issue for staff) and ethical (asking 
whether it’s appropriate to confine crea-
tures—whose brains are in some respects 
more developed than our own—in an un-
natural environment). Blackfish begins with 
widely-disseminated footage of the death 
of trainer Dawn Brancheau at the Orlando 
SeaWorld in 2010, before taking a deeper 
look at how for the past 40 years the indus-
try has not only threatened the existence of 
these whales (by capturing young ones and 
disrupting their normal familial life), but 
also has systematically suppressed the truth 
about incidents in which confined whales 
have turned violent—including the notorious 
Tilikum, who has been responsible for several 

An interesting com-
panion film to Blackfish 
is co-directors Suzanne 
Chisholm and Michael 
Par f it ’s  The Whale 
(Docurama, 85 min., 
DVD: $29.95), reviewed 
in VL-3/13, which tells 
the story of a young killer whale--sepa-
rated from his pod near Vancouver 
Island—who took up residence in the 
Nootka Sound fjord, and forged relation-
ships with local residents.
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THAT EVER LIVED” 
– Charles Lindbergh

The true life story of legendary flying pioneer, American 
hero and Congressional Medal of Honor winner Jimmy 
Doolittle is told with incredible insights by filmmaker/
host Gardner Doolittle in this brand new 2013 feature 
documentary.

National Release Date: Dec. 3, 2013

SRP $14.98
Item #: SHL-DV-096

UPC #: 826262009694
ISBN #: 978-1-939517-08-1

NTSC / REGION 0
English
Color and B/W
Run Time: 84 Mins. + Extras

ALSO AvAiLAbLe

“If you are into aviation, history, war, 
inventions or anything like that, then 
Whittle: The Jet Pioneer is for you.”  

  – DVD Snapshot

UPC: 826262008192  $24.98 SRP

Superstar Tracie Long
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of the Firm

Power UP Intense metabolism 
boosting segments followed 

by active recovery

30 Mins
Item #: SHL-DV-099

UPC #: 826262009991

KicKBacK Cardio interval 
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upper and lower body 
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30 Mins
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“Targeted, time-efficient and 
effective workouts” – HuFF ANd BuFF

“Tracie’s cuing and form, as always, 
are impeccable” – TWO BELLES FITNESS 
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executIve producer S. epatha Merkerson dIrector oF photography chris Scarafile edIted by arielle amsalem  

produced by Kelly glover narrated by Whoopi goldberg MuSIc by christian Mcbride WrItten by rockell Metcalf 
executIve producerS rockell Metcalf, Mark roppel, Jesse l. Martin, Sheila c. Johnson 

 www.shelterisland.net    www.tdcent.com

THE CONTRADICTIONS OF FAIR HOPE (2012) 
 TDC-DV-100 / US$24.98 LIST 

PREORDER DATE: DEC. 3, 2013 / STREET DATE: JAN. 14, 2014 
UPC: 826262010096 / ISBN: 978-1-939517-12-8

NTSC / REGION 0 / File Under: Documentary (Other)
Color/67 Mins + 40 Mins Extras

This documentary examines a little known aspect of 
American history, when newly freed slaves throughout the 
South formed “benevolent societies” to respond to abject 
hunger, illness and the fear of a pauper’s grave.

The film sets the stage in rural Alabama, prior to 
Emancipation, and traces the development, struggles, 
contributions and gradual loss of tradition of one of the last 
remaining African American benevolent societies, known as 

“The Fair Hope Benevolent Society.”

Providing an unprecedented look at the complex and 
morally ambiguous world of Fair Hope juxtaposed against 
the worldly pleasures of what has become known as the 
annual “Foot Wash” celebration, the film contrasts deity 
and the devil, preaching and prostitution, gospel and guns, 
devotion and drugs, heaven and hell...

Narrated by Whoopi Goldberg

Directorial debut by acclaimed actress S. Epatha Merkerson 
(best known for her role as NYPD Lieutenant Anita Van Buren 
on “Law & Order”)

Winner of numerous film festival awards

Music by Grammy Award winner Christian McBride

Release is perfectly timed for Black History Month 2014

40 Minutes of Incredible Bonus Features: Spirituals, Prayers, 
Tales & More! 

”The journey from slavery to freedom has never been told quite 
like this” – Khalil Gibran Muhammad, Director Schomburg 
Center for Research in Black Culture, New York Public Library

“A captivating and thought-provoking documentary which gives 
the viewer an unwavering lesson of identity and pride without 
being preachy or heavy-handed.” – Indiewire

There’s a Heaven side and a Hell side.   
Which side will you be on?

Photos: Lisa Berg
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Video Newsbriefs

“Legacy of a Dream” Doc 
on Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Available Free to Schools for 
Streaming from Kino Lorber

Kino Lorber and Richard Kaplan have 
announced the support of the Carnegie 
Corporation of New York and the Puffin 
Foundation for the free distribution of 
Legacy of a Dream, a documentary about 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., to every middle 
and high school in the five boroughs 
of New York on DVD. In addition, Kino 
Lorber Edu is offering the film for free 
streaming or download to all schools in 
America at www.legacyofadream.com. 
At the same website, Kino Lorber Edu is 
also launching an Indiegogo campaign, 
funds from which will help in providing 
free access for every student in America 
to watch the original 24-minute film, 
specifically produced for use in schools. 
Featuring selected footage from the 180-
minute Academy Award-nominated 1970 
biographical documentary King: A Filmed 
Record—Montgomery to Memphis, this 
abridgement offers an account of King’s 
nonviolent campaign for civil rights and 
social justice, drawing on original news-
reel footage and other primary materials 
to cover the period from the Montgomery 
bus boycott of 1955-56 through King’s 
tragic assassination in 1968. Narrated by 
James Earl Jones, Legacy of a Dream also 
includes a free downloadable teacher’s 
guide.

Blu-ray Debuts of “Nashville” 
and “Grey Gardens” Head inel  
Criterion December Lineup

Criterion kicks off its December release 
slate on December 3 with Robert Altman’s 
1975 musical tragicomedy Nashville (Blu-
ray/DVD Combo: 3 discs, $39.95), a pan-
oramic exploration of the country’s politi-
cal and entertainment landscapes in the 
‘70s, set in the nation’s music capital and 
featuring an ensemble cast that includes 
Keith Carradine, Michael Murphy, and 
Lily Tomlin. Bonus features include audio 
commentary by Altman, cast interviews, 
and behind-the-scenes footage. Also com-
ing December 3 is Italian provocateur Elio 
Petri’s chilling and surreal 1970 thriller 
Investigation of a Citizen Above Suspicion 
(Blu-ray/DVD Combo: 3 discs, $39.95), an 
Oscar winner for Best Foreign Language 
Film that follows the Kafkaesque tale of 
a Roman police inspector (Gian Maria 
Volonté) investigating a heinous crime. 
Extras include an archival interview with 
Petri, as well as a documentary about the 
director. Arriving December 10 is a new 

Blu-ray edition of 
Albert and David 
Maysles’s quirky 
1976 documentary 
cult classic Grey 
Gardens (Blu-ray: 
$39.95), a portrait 
of Big and Little 
Edie Beale—mother 
and daughter high-
society dropouts (and reclusive cousins 
of Jackie Onassis). Also featuring the 
filmmakers’ 2006 follow-up The Beales 
of Grey Gardens (with footage not seen 
in the original), extras include audio 
excerpts from a 1976 interview with 
Little Edie and interviews with fashion 
designers on the film’s influence. Also 
on December 10, Criterion will release 
Martin Scorsese’s World Cinema Project 
(Blu-ray/DVD Combo: 9 discs, $124.95), 
a boxed set collecting six rarely seen 
films—presented with major digital res-
torations—from Bangladesh/India (1973’s 
A River Called Titas), Mexico (1936’s Redes), 
Morocco (1981’s Trances), Senegal (1973’s 
Touki bouki), South Korea (1960’s The 
Housemaid), and Turkey (1964’s Dry Sum-
mer). Bonus features include introductions 
by Scorsese and filmmaker interviews.

“The Right Stuff” Blu-ray 
Debut Slated for November 5 
from Warner

Director Philip Kaufman’s epic film 
about the birth of the U.S. space program 
marks its 30th anniversary with a high-
def debut when The Right Stuff (Blu-ray: 
$27.98) bows on November 5 from Warner 
Bros. Home Entertainment. Winner of 
Academy Awards for Best Film Editing, 
Best Original Score, Best Sound, and Best 
Sound Effects Editing, this 1983 drama 
features a star-studded ensemble cast that 
includes Sam Shepard, Scott Glenn, Ed 
Harris, Barbara Hershey, Dennis Quaid, 
Fred Ward, and Jeff Goldblum. Based on 
Tom Wolfe’s bestselling 1979 book chroni-
cling the exciting early years of the United 
States’ race to conquer the final frontier, 
the story focuses on the daring feats of 
test pilots such as Chuck Yeager (Shepard), 
who shows he has “the right stuff” by 
breaking the sound barrier, and the 
daredevil Mercury Seven astronauts who 
ultimately became the first Americans in 
space. Packaged in a digi-book with pho-
tos and production notes, bonus features 
include scene-specific commentary, the 
1998 PBS doc “John Glenn: American 
Hero,” and the production featurettes 
“Realizing The Right Stuff,” “T-20 Years 
and Counting,” and “The Real Men with 
The Right Stuff.”

master-comm.com 
youtube.com/mastercommunications

Phone: 1-513-563-3100
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Environmental Studies in Video 
Environmental Studies in Video brings together seminal documentary films and powerful 

footage about the environment from diverse sources around the globe. At completion, 

the collection will contain 500 hours of film covering all realms of environmental 

studies, with specific topics including alternative energy, pollution control, eco-design, 

sustainability, farming and agriculture, the food industry, LEED certification, waste issues, 

and climate change.

Engineering Case Studies Online
Engineering Case Studies Online offers 250 hours of video and 50,000 

pages of text resources to meet the growing needs of engineering 

programs worldwide. It will provide in-depth coverage for 50 of the most 

frequently taught and seminal engineering case studies around the world 

together with supplementary materials from more than 1,000 additional 

engineering failures.

Veterinary Education in Video
Veterinary Education in Video is an encyclopedia of veterinary science and care illustrating 

more than 500 procedures and techniques. The collection will include more than 600 titles 

from RACE-approved content partners, each showing an expert demonstrating clinical skills, 

explaining conditions, or delivering detailed training on technology and animal handling.

Psychological Experiments Online 
This collection pairs 75 hours of audio and video recordings of 

quintessential experiments in psychology with 40,000 pages of primary-

source documents. It’s packed with exclusive and hard-to-find materials 

including notes from experiment participants, journal articles, books, field 

notes, final reports, and more in topics from obedience to authority and 

conformity to operant conditioning.

New and Forthcoming Video Collections  
from Alexander Street Press

Engineering Case 
Studies Online

Veterinary  
Education in Video

Psychological  
Experiments Online

Try out these new collections for free at www.alexanderstreet.com/VLtrial2013

For more information, visit www.alexanderstreet.com or email sales@alexanderstreet.com. 
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Books Into Movies
The following films based on books 

are slated to open during November and 
December. Movie release dates are subject 
to change.

Coming in November

Big Sur (Nov. 1) is 
based on Jack Kerouac’s 
1962 semi-autobiograph-
ical novel, inspired by 
his experiences with 
poet friend Lawrence 
Ferlinghetti. Directed by 
Michael Polish, the film 
stars Jean-Marc Barr, Josh 
Lucas, and Radha Mitchell.

Diana (Nov. 1) is based 
on Kate Snell’s 2000 non-
fiction book Diana: Her 
Last Love. Directed by 
Oliver Hirschbiegel, the 
romantic biographical 
drama stars Naveen An-
drews, and Naomi Watts 
as Princess Diana.

Ender’s Game (Nov. 1) 
is director Gavin Hood’s 
adaptation of Orson Scott 
Card’s 1985 military sci-
fi novel. Centering on a 
group of children who 
train for battle against 
aliens, the film stars Asa 
Butterfield and Harrison Ford.

The Book Thief (Nov. 
8) is adapted from Austra-
lian author Markus Zu-
sak’s 2006 New York Times 
bestselling YA novel. Set 
during WWII, Brian Per-
cival’s film stars Geoffrey 
Rush, Emily Watson, and 
Sophie Nélisse.

Great Expectations 
(Nov. 8) is adapted from 
Charles Dickens’ 1861 
classic drama. Directed 
by Mike Newell, the film 
stars Helena Bonham 
Carter, Ralph Fiennes, 
and Jeremy Irvine as 
Pip.

The Motel Life (Nov. 
8) is based on musician 
and author Willy Vlau-
tin’s 2006 debut novel. 
Directed by Alan and 
Gabe Polsky, the crime 
drama about working-
class brothers stars Emile 

Hirsch, Stephen Dorff, and Dakota Fan-
ning.

G e o g r a p hy  C l u b  
(Nov. 15) is based on the 
2003 first book in Brent 
Hartinger’s YA Russel Mid-
dlebrook Series. Following 
high schoolers struggling 
with sexual orientation, 
Gary Entin’s adaptation 
stars Cameron Deane Stewart, Andrew 
Caldwell, Ally Maki, Ana Gasteyer, and 
Scott Bakula.

The Wolf  of  Wal l 
Street (Nov. 15) is an 
adaptat ion of  stock-
broker Jordan Belfort’s 
2007 memoir. Directed 
by Martin Scorsese, this 
white-collar-true-crime 
drama stars Matthew Mc-
Conaughey, Spike Jonze, 
Jonah Hill, and Leonardo DiCaprio as 
Belfort.

The Hunger Games: 
Catching Fire (Nov. 22) is 
based on the 2009 second 
book in Suzanne Collins’s 
YA sci-fi trilogy. Directed 
by Francis Lawrence, the 
post-apocalyptic thriller 
stars Jennifer Lawrence, 
Josh Hutcherson, Liam 
Hemsworth, and Phillip Seymour Hoff-
man.

Homefront (Nov. 27) 
is adapted from the 2005 
novel in Chuck Logan’s 
crime series following 
Minnesota ex-cop Phil 
Broker. Directed by Gary 
Fleder, the thriller stars 
James Franco, Winona 
Ryder, and Jason Statham 
as Broker.

Philomena (Nov. 27) 
is based on Martin Six-
smith’s 2009 nonfiction 
book The Lost Child of 
Philomena Lee. The true 
story of a woman forc-
ibly separated from her 
child, filmmaker Stephen 
Frears’ adaptation stars 
Judi Dench, Steve Coogan, and Mare Win-
ningham.

Coming in December

The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug 
(Dec. 13) is the second entry in film-

maker Peter Jackson’s 
projected trilogy adapted 
from J.R.R. Tolkien’s 1937 
fantasy novel The Hob-
bit. Set in the realm of 
Middle-earth, the film 
stars Martin Freeman, 
Ian McKellen, and Bene-
dict Cumberbatch.

August: Osage Coun-
ty (Dec. 25, in limited 
release) is based on Tracy 
Letts’ 2007 Pulitzer Prize-
winning play. Directed 
by John Wells, the film 
stars Sam Shepard, Meryl 
Streep, Julia Roberts, and 
Ewan McGregor.

The Secret Life of 
Walter Mitty (Dec. 25) 
is director Ben Stiller’s 
adaptat ion of James 
Thurber’s 1939 short sto-
ry, originally published 
in The New Yorker and 
later collected in 1942’s 
My World and Welcome 
to It. Also starring Stiller as the titular of-
fice worker, the fantasy comedy features 
Kristen Wiig, Sean Penn, and Shirley 
MacLaine.

Looking Ahead

Slated for January is 
f ilmmaker Sergei Bo-
drov’s Seventh Son, an 
adaptation of Joseph Del-
aney’s 2004 The Spook’s 
Apprentice and 2005’s The 
Spook’s Curse from The 
Wardstone Chronicles dark 
fantasy YA series, starring Julianne Moore, 
Jeff Bridges, and Ben Barnes.

Also bowing in Janu-
ary is Labor Day, director 
Jason Reitman’s adapta-
tion of Joyce Maynard’s 
2009 coming-of-age nov-
el, starring Kate Winslet, 
Josh Brolin, and Dylan 
Minnette.

Scheduled for Febru-
ary is Vampire Academy, 
based on the 2007 first 
book in Richelle Mead’s 
six-part YA paranormal 
romance novel series. 
Directed by Mark Wa-
ters, the film stars Zoey 
Deutch, Lucy Fry, Joely 
Richardson, and Gabriel Byrne.
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ashes—as a mysterious Special Ops group 
known as “Ghosts” lead the fight against a 
technologically-superior global power.

November 10—November 16

DRIVECLUB (Sony, PS4: $59.99, Rated: 
E). This next-gen racing simulation game 
offers an authentic and immersive driv-
ing experience as players get behind the 
wheels of the most powerful and beauti-
fully designed cars in the world in order to 
race in richly detailed real-world locations 
alongside teammates.

Killzone: Shadow Fall 
(Sony, PS4: $59.99, Rated: 
M). In this latest install-
ment in one of Sony’s flag-
ship first-person shooter 
franchises, players step 
into the role of Shadow 
Marshal Lucas Kellan, 
who comes face to face with mysterious and 
deadly female Helghast soldier Echo—and 
discovers a new side to the ancient conflict 
between human and Helghast.

Knack (Sony, PS4: $59.99, Rated: E10+). 
In this action-platformer, players take on 
the role of the unlikely hero Knack, who 
stands a mere three feet tall, but—thanks 
to the power of mysterious ancient rel-
ics—can transform into a powerful brute or 
gigantic wrecking machine while fighting 
an invading goblin army.

Mario & Sonic at the Olympic Winter 
Games Sochi 2014 (Nintendo, WiiU: 
$59.99, Rated: E). In this third-person 
sports-action game, players join charac-
ters from the Super Mario and Sonic the 
Hedgehog universes to compete in events 
at the Sochi 2014 Olympic Winter Games, 
including bobsleighing, skiing, figure skat-
ing, and snowboarding.

Ratchet  & Clank: 
Into the Nexus (Sony, 
PS3: $29.99, Rated: E10+). 
Ratchet and Clank are 
back in this third-person 
action-platform game 
that finds the beloved 
duo offering to escort the dangerous 
criminal Vendra Prog to the Vartax 
Detention Center—a quest that features 
outrageously upgraded weapons, extreme 
planet hopping, and brand new worlds 
to explore.

Watch Dogs (Ubisoft, PS3/PS4/WiiU/
X360/XOne: $59.99, Rated: M). In this 
third-person technology-driven action 
game, players step into the shoes of Aiden 

Pearce, a brilliant hacker 
and former thug able to 
access security cameras, 
download personal infor-
mation to locate a target, 
and control traffic lights 
and public transporta-
tion, all while on the hunt 
for those who hurt his family.

November 17—November 23

Adventure Time: Explore the Dungeon 
Because I DON’T KNOW! (D3, PS3/WiiU/
X360: $39.99, Rated: E10+). In this third-
person dungeon-crawler, inspired by the 
popular Cartoon Network-aired series, 
Princess Bubblegum summons Finn and 
Jake to the Candy Kingdom in order to 
investigate a rash of thefts and kidnappings 
that have plagued her kingdom.

Dead Rising 3 (Capcom, XOne: $59.99, 
Rated: M). Set 10 years after the events 
of Fortune City in Dead Rising 2, this lat-
est game in the popular horror survival 
franchise puts players in the role of Nick 
Ramos, a young mechanic with a strange 
tattoo and a mysterious past, who must find 
a way to escape a city full of zombies before 
an impending military strike wipes the city 
of Los Perdidos off the map.

Fighter Within (Ubisoft, XOne: $59.99, 
Rated: T). With great friendship, comes 
great ass-kicking: true pals won’t pull 
their punches in this Kinect-based local 
multiplayer fighting game that features 
kicks, counters, throws, combos, and 
special moves.

Forza Motorsport 5 
(Microsoft, XOne: $59.99, 
Rated: E). The latest en-
try in the popular racing 
simulation franchise fea-
tures next-gen enhanced 
visuals as players race the 
hottest cars on renowned 
real-world tracks and exotic road courses 
around the globe.

NBA Live 14 (EA, PS4/XOne: $59.99, 
Rated: E). The newest entry in the long-
running EA basketball franchise features 
a revolutionary physics-based dribbling 
mechanism that allows for complete ball 
control and authentic responsiveness to 
unleash ankle-breaking crossovers, hesita-
tions, and more, while playing on a next-
gen court featuring four times the texture 
resolution.

Need for Speed: Rivals (EA, PS3/PS4/
X360/XOne: $59.99, Rated: E10+). In the 

Note: Entertainment Software Ratings 
Board (ESRB) ratings for video games are: E 
(Everyone), E10+ (Everyone 10+), T (Teen), 
M (Mature), and RP (Rating Pending). 
Some titles are not rated until just prior to 
release date.

Available Now

Pac-Ma n a nd t he 
Ghost ly Adventures 
(Namco Bandai, PS3/
Wi iU/X36 0 :  $39.9 9, 
Rated: E10+). Based on 
the popular Disney XD 
animated TV series, this 
third-person action-plat-
form game finds Pac and 
his pals engaged in a fight to save PacWorld 
from the baddies of Netherworld.

SpongeBob SquarePants: Plankton’s 
Robotic Revenge (Activision, PS3/Wii/
WiiU/X360: $29.99, Rated: E10+). Based 
on the long-running Nickelodeon-aired 
animated series, this third-person action-
platformer lets players choose between 
SpongeBob and other Bikini Bottom char-
acters, while trying to locate hidden keys 
in an effort to protect the secret Krabby 
Patty formula.

Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles (Ac-
tivision, Wii/X360: $29.99-$39.99, Rated: 
E10+). Based on the TMNT series airing on 
Nickelodeon, this third-person action fight-
ing game finds players taking up the nun-
chuks of pizza eaters Leonardo, Raphael, 
Donatello, and Michelangelo to try to stop 
Shredder’s plan for unleashing a devastat-
ing mutagen bomb in New York City.

November 3—November 9

Call of Duty: Ghosts 
(Activ ision, PS3/PS4/
WiiU/X360/XOne: $59.99, 
Rated: M). The first title to 
bow on Microsoft’s Xbox 
One and Sony’s PS4 next-
gen systems—while also 
being released for current 
consoles—this latest entry in the massively 
popular first-person shooter franchise is set 
10 years after a devastating event that leaves 
America’s economy and government in 

Mixed Media

Video Games

Mixed Media features new release 
information on upcoming video 
games and TV series on DVD/Blu-ray, 
as well as notable older titles that are 
re-priced or new to DVD/Blu-ray.
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The Typewriter (In the 21st Century)

Reminisce with Janson Media  

Road Trip for Ralphie
   Movie Secrets Revealed

During a quirky adventure spanning two years and two 
countries, two mega-fans of the classic holiday movie, “A 
Christmas Story,” set out to locate all the film’s shooting 
locations. Along the way they learn intriguing facts, explore 
little-known locales and discover long-lost movie memorabilia. 

Join “filmmaker fans” Tyler and Jordie as they visit over 15 
locations in Canada and Cleveland, Ohio, to reveal the people 

and places behind the perennial 
holiday hit.  

LENGTH: 120 Minutes  • MSRP: $19.95  
PRICE WITH PPR: $295 
PRICE WITH DSL: $495 
PRICE WITH PPR AND DSL: $595
CATALOG# 20554 • UPC# 6-4603205549-8

LENGTH: 60 Minutes • MSRP: $24.95  
PRICE WITH PPR: $295 
PRICE WITH DSL: $495 
PRICE WITH PPR AND DSL: $595
CATALOG# 20540 • UPC# 6-4603205409-5

The documentary film 
“The Typewriter (In the 
21st Century)” is an ode to 
a marvelous machine that 
changed the world, and 
the surprisingly endur-
ing culture that valiantly 
attempts to preserve its 
legacy and save it from cul-
tural extinction. 

Meet authors Robert Caro 
and David McCullough — 
four Pulitzer Prizes, three 
National Book Awards and 
a Presidential Medal of 
Freedom between them. 

The film showcases typewriters once owned by Jack Ker-
ouac, Ernest Hemingway, Tennessee Williams, George Ber-
nard Shaw, Jack London, John Steinbeck, John Updike, 
Sylvia Plath, Ernie Pyle, Helen Keller, John Lennon, and 
Ray Bradbury.

In the feature documenta-
ry “Vinylmania,” director 
Paolo Campana takes us 
on a dusty musical trip to 
study the near-death ex-
perience of vinyl records, 
and their historic and im-
probable comeback. 

In an industry almost 
completely dominated to-
day by digital audio, we 
explore the vinyl record 
and the stories by passion-
ate outliers who are still 
in favor of its unmatched 
sound. Filmed on location 
in Tokyo, London, New 
York, Paris, and Prague.

“An entertaining portrait of the 
typewriter’s continuing legacy, this 
is recommended.” -Video Librarian

John Kerouac’s Typewriter  Ernest Hemingway’s Typewriter  

30th Anniversary  
 “A Christmas Story”

Vinylmania

LENGTH: 79 Minutes • MSRP: $24.95  
PRICE WITH PPR: $295
PRICE WITH DSL: $495 

PRICE WITH PPR AND DSL: $595
CATALOG# 20555 • UPC# 6-4603205559-7
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this 2013 second and final season of the 
1950s-set series, which aired on Starz.

Under the Dome (Paramount, DVD: 
4 discs, $54.99; Blu-ray: 4 discs, $76.99). 
Based on the bestselling book by Stephen 
King, this 2013 horror series following the 
residents of a small town who are trapped 
by a strange barrier stars Mike Vogel, 
Rachelle Lefevre, Natalie Martinez, and 
Dean Norris.

November 12

Deadliest Catch: Season 8 (Gaiam, 
DVD: 3 discs, $29.95). This 2012 eighth 
season of the Discovery Channel-aired 
reality series profiling the dangerous work 
of Alaskan crab fisherman includes the 
episodes “Turf War,” “Collision Course,” 
and “Release the Beast.”

Dexter: The Final Sea-
son (Showtime, DVD: 4 
discs, $55.98; Blu-ray: 3 
discs, $63.98). Michael C. 
Hall wraps up his Golden 
Globe-winning role as the 
titular forensic patholo-
gist/serial killer who mur-
ders other serial killers in 
this 2013 eighth and final season of the 
Showtime-aired crime thriller series.

Last Tango in Halifax (BBC, DVD: 2 
discs, $34.98). Now both widowed, child-
hood sweethearts Alan and Celia (Derek 
Jacobi and Anne Reid) reunite over the 
Internet and rekindle their romance in 
this 2012 BAFTA-winning drama series.

MADtv: The Com-
plete Fourth Season 
(Shout! Factory, DVD: 4 
discs, $29.95). Compil-
ing episodes from the 
1998-99 fourth season 
of the sketch comedy 
series, this set features 
guest stars such as Usher, Gary Coleman, 
KISS, Donny Osmond, and Shaquille 
O’Neal.

The Paradise: Season One (BBC, DVD: 
3 discs, $39.98; Blu-ray: 2 discs, $44.98). 
Based on Émile Zola’s 1883 novel Au 
Bonheur des Dames, the 2012 debut season 
of this rags-to-riches drama series set at 
a Victorian-era department store stars 
Joanna Vanderham and Emun Elliott.

Silk: Series One (BBC, DVD: 2 discs, 
$34.98). Nominated for a BAFTA for Best 
Drama, this 2011 first series exploring the 
career choices of contemporary barristers 

Gentle Ben: Season One (Paramount, 
DVD: 4 discs, $29.99). Based on Walt Mo-
rey’s warmhearted children’s story about 
a boy’s friendship with a tame bear, this 
1967-68 first season stars Dennis Weaver, 
Beth Brickell, and Clint Howard.

Glee: The Complete 
Fourth Season (Fox, 
DVD: 6 discs, $59.98; 
Blu-ray: 4 discs, $69.98). 
This 2012-13 fourth sea-
son of the Emmy and 
Golden Globe-winning 
musical dramedy series 
star r ing Jane Lynch, 
Matthew Morrison, and Lea Michele 
follows students past and present from 
the New Directions glee club.

How I Met Your Mother: The Complete 
Season 8 (Fox, DVD: 3 discs, $39.98). Neil 
Patrick Harris, Jason Segel, and Alyson 
Hannigan star in this 2012-13 eighth 
season of the sitcom, which features guest 
appearances by Alex Trebek, k.d. lang, and 
Jason Priestley.

A Touch of Frost: The Complete Series 
(MPI, DVD: 19 discs, $229.98). David Jason 
stars as R.D. Wingfield’s classic sleuth in 
this complete collection from the 1992-
2010 series.

November 5

Ice Road Truckers: Season 7 (Lionsgate, 
DVD: 4 discs, $24.98). “King of the Road” 
Hugh Rowland is back, going up against 
Polar Industries in this 2013 seventh sea-
son of the Emmy-nominated History-aired 
adventure reality series.

Law & Order: The Thirteenth Year 
2002-2003 Season (Universal, DVD: 5 
discs, $36.98). Fred Dalton Thompson joins 
the team as new D.A. Arthur Branch in this 
2002-03 13th season of the long-running 
NYC crime-drama.

Mad Men: Season 6 
(Lionsgate, DVD: 4 discs, 
$44.98; Blu-ray: 3 discs, 
$49.98). Ad executive 
Don Draper (Jon Hamm) 
is back in this 2013 sixth 
season of the Golden 
Globe-winning AMC 
drama set in the 1960s.

Magic City: The Complete Second 
Season (Starz, DVD: 3 discs, $44.98; 
Blu-ray: 3 discs, $54.99). Hotel owner Ike 
Evans (Jeffrey Dean Morgan) battles the 
strong arm of the Miami Beach mob in 

20th entry in the popular racing series, 
players travel to Redview County, where 
a street-racing rivalry between cops and 
racers never stops as both sides compete 
in an all-out war to take over the social, 
local, and national media.

Ryse: Son of Rome 
(Microsoft, XOne: $59.99, 
Rated: M). Microsoft’s 
flagship exclusive for the 
Xbox One, this third-per-
son action-fighting game 
plunges the player into 
the chaos and depravity 
of the late Roman Empire, where Marius 
Titus witnesses the murder of his family at 
the hands of barbarians and embarks on a 
perilous journey of revenge.

Super Mario 3D World (Nintendo, 
WiiU: $59.99, Rated: E). In this third-per-
son action-platformer from Nintendo’s be-
loved decades-long franchise, four players 
(as Mario, Luigi, Princess Peach, and Toad) 
can team up in a colorful 3D world, either 
cooperatively or competitively.

December 1—December 7

Gran Turismo 6 (Sony, PS3: $59.99, 
Rated: RP). The sixth installment of the 
award-winning racing franchise—known 
for its signature beauty and precision—fea-
tures an authentic true-to-life driving 
experience with more than 1200 vehicles 
in 33 locations with 71 different layouts.

December 8—December 14

South Park: The Stick 
of Truth (Ubisoft, PS3/
X360: $59.99, Rated: RP). 
In this third-person role-
playing game based on 
the characters and uni-
verse of the Comedy Cen-
tral television network’s 
animated series, players take on the role of 
the new kid, hoping to join Stan, Kenny, 
Kyle, and Cartman in a battle of good vs. 
evil that threatens to consume the world.

Available Now

Degrassi: Season Twelve (Echo Bridge, 
DVD: 3 discs, $19.99). Aired in the U.S. 
on TeenNick, this 2012-13 12th season 
of the Canadian teen drama series marks 
the beginning of an exciting new term for 
the angst-filled students of Degrassi Com-
munity School.

TV on DVD/Blu-ray



• Major publicity campaign with coverage already at 
CNN, Fox News (O’Reilly), New York Times, Washington 
Post, Los Angeles Times and many more.

• 2013 theatrical release on 50 screens in 30 cities 
(over $100K Box Office).

• Selected for multiple Film Festivals.

• Massive outreach to scientists, educators, schools, 
libraries and environmental groups.

PREORDER DATE: DEC. 3, 2013 
STREET DATE: JAN. 14, 2014
UPC: 826262010393
ISBN: 978-1-939517-15-9
File Under: Documentary (Other)

GREEDY LYING BASTARDS 
(2013)  
TDC-DV-103
US$19.98 LIST 
NTSC / REGION 0 ENGLISH / COLOR / 94 MINS + 18 MINS EXTRAS

Hurricanes, wildfires, droughts, 
windstorms, floods…Climate change is no longer a 
prediction for the future, but a startling reality of today. 
The Pentagon believes it to be a matter of national and 
international security. Yet, as the evidence of our changing 
climate mounts and the scientific consensus proves a 
human causation, there continues to be no political action 
to thwart the warming of our planet.

Greedy Lying Bastards investigates the reason behind 
stalled efforts to tackle climate change despite consensus 
in the scientific community that it is not only a reality but 
also a growing problem that is placing us on the brink 
of disaster. The film details the people and organizations 
casting doubt on climate science and claims that 
greenhouse gases are not affected by human behavior. 
Filmmaker and political activist Craig Rosebraugh, in 
association with Executive Producer Daryl Hannah, 
documents the impact of an industry that has continually 
put profits before people, waged a campaign of lies 
designed to thwart measures to combat climate change, 
used its clout to minimize infringing regulations and 
undermined the political process in the U.S. and abroad.

They’re destroying our world. Now is the time to stop them.

“This propulsively single-minded attack on climate-
change deniers by Craig Scott Rosebraugh may just 

be the feel-good documentary of the year.” 
– New York Times

“Dispenses with conveniences and niceties  
and goes straight for the jugular” 

– San Jose Mercury News

“An entertaining expose of the industry-paid  
deniers and how they continue to muddle  

the climate-change ‘debate.’” 
– Salt Lake Tribune 

“The film’s titular villains do a pretty good  
job of hanging themselves” 

– Washington Post

distributed byorder from

PPR & DSL licenses available; contact dvd@disinfo.com
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stars Maxine Peake, Rupert Penry-Jones, 
and Natalie Dormer.

Stan Lee’s Superhu-
mans: Season Two (A&E, 
DVD: 4 discs, $24.98). 
Former Marvel Comics 
chairman Stan Lee and 
co-host Daniel Brown-
ing Smith are back in 
this 2011-13 sophomore 
season of the History Channel docu-
mentary series showcasing people with 
extraordinary abilities in episodes that 
include “Unbreakable,” “Yo Yo Ninja,” and 
“Steel Face.”

November 19

The Devils Ride: Season One (Gaiam, 
DVD: 2 discs, $29.95). Aired on Discovery, 
this 2012 first season chronicles the rivalry 
between the Laffing Devils Motorcycle 
Club and the Sinister Mob Syndicate.

Doctor Who: The Tenth Planet (BBC, 
DVD: 2 discs, $34.99). Set at the South 
Pole in 1986, this 1966 four-episode story 
arc from the cult classic sci-fi series stars 
William Hartnell as the time-traveling 
Doctor.

Here’s Edie: The Edie Adams Televi-
sion Collection (Music Video Distribu-
tors, DVD: 4 discs, $49.95). Featuring 21 
complete episodes from Broadway star 
and comedienne Edie Adams’s 1962-64 
variety series, this compilation includes 
performances by Duke Ellington, Count 
Basie, Bob Hope, and Sammy Davis, Jr.

Lost Girl: Season Three (Funimation, 
DVD: 5 discs, $44.98; Blu-ray: 3 discs, 
$49.98). Succubus Bo (Anna Silk) battles 
her evil urges in this 2013 third season of 
the Gemini Award-winning supernatural 
fantasy horror series.

Peter Gunn: The Final 
Season (Shout! Factory, 
DVD: 4 discs, $29.95). 
Created and produced by 
Blake Edwards, this 1960-
61 third and final season 
of the Emmy-nominated 
action series stars Craig 
Stevens as the titular 
smooth detective, and includes a guest 
appearance by Billy Barty.

Touched By an Angel: The Ninth and 
Final Season (Paramount, DVD: 6 discs, 
$59.98). Three angels (Roma Downey, Della 
Reese, and John Dye) interact with people 
in need in this 2002-03 ninth and final 

cult sci-fi series, this compilation showcas-
es the show’s time-traveling Doctors from 
2005-13, including Christopher Eccleston, 
David Tennant, and Matt Smith.

Hot in Cleveland: Season Four (Para-
mount, DVD: 3 discs, $29.98). Betty 
White, Valerie Bertinelli, Wendie Malick, 
and Jane Leeves star in this 2012-13 fourth 
season of the comedy series that includes 
the live episode “It’s Alive.”

Lilyhammer: Season 
One (New Video, DVD: 
2 discs, $29.95; Blu-ray: 
2 discs, $39.95). A New 
York Mafia turncoat (Ste-
ven Van Zandt) enters 
the Witness Protection 
Program in Lilleham-
mer, Norway, in this 2012 first season of 
the Netflix original crime comedy series.

Mary Hartman, Mary Hartman: The 
Complete Series (Shout! Factory, DVD: 
38 discs, $249.95). Louise Lasser, Dabney 
Coleman, and Mary Kay Place star in 
this complete collection of episodes from 
the Emmy-winning 1976-77 soap opera 
parody series.

The Simpsons: The 
Sixteenth Season (Fox, 
DVD: 4 discs, $49.98; 
Blu-ray: 3 discs, $59.99). 
Quirky scientist Profes-
sor Frink graces the cover 
of this 2004-05 16th sea-
son of Matt Groening’s 
long-running animated series, which 
features guest voices including Kim Cat-
trall, Gary Busey, and Liam Neeson.

December 10

Doctor Who: The Day of the Doc-
tor—50th Anniversary Special (BBC, 
DVD: $24.98, Blu-ray: 2 discs, $29.98). 
Slated to air in late November, this 2013 
special celebrating five decades of the 
cult favorite sci-fi series stars Matt Smith, 
David Tennant, Jenna Coleman, Billie 
Piper, and John Hurt.

Futurama, Volume 8 (Fox, DVD: 2 
discs, $29.98; Blu-ray/DVD Combo: 2 
discs, $39.98). Featuring 13 episodes, this 
eighth volume continues the escapades 
of wacky delivery boy Fry (voiced by Billy 
West) and his robot and alien pals.

The Game: The Sixth Season (Para-
mount, DVD: 3 discs, $36.98). Starring 
Hosea Chanchez, Brandy Norwood, 
Lauren London, and Wendy Raquel 

season of the inspirational family drama, 
featuring guest appearances by America Fer-
rera, Keb’ Mo’, Patty Duke, William Daniels, 
and Wynonna Judd.

Treme: The Complete Third Season 
(HBO, DVD: 4 discs, $39.98; Blu-ray: 4 discs, 
$49.99). The ongoing recovery of New Or-
leans citizens from all walks of life after Hur-
ricane Katrina remains the narrative center 
of this 2012 third season of the Emmy-win-
ning series starring Khandi Alexander, Rob 
Brown, Melissa Leo, and Jon Seda.

November 26

Breaking Bad: The Fi-
nal Season (Sony, DVD: 
3 discs, $55.99; Blu-ray: 
3 discs, $65.99). Bryan 
Cranston and Aaron Paul 
conclude their Emmy-
winning roles as a meth-
making master and his 
remorseful partner in this 
2013 fifth and final season of the acclaimed 
AMC crime drama series.

Ghost Hunters International: The Fi-
nal Season (Image, DVD: 4 discs, $24.98). 
This third and final 2011-12 season of the 
Syfy-aired series follows the TAPS crew of 
paranormal investigators in episodes includ-
ing “Search for the She-Wolf,” “Temple of 
Doom” and “Sacrificed Mayan Spirits.”

Impractical Jokers (Warner, DVD: 2 
discs, $19.98). Featuring 17 episodes, this 
2011-12 debut season of the truTV series 
follows four pals who compete against each 
other in various dares.

Murdoch Mysteries: 
Season 6 (Acorn, DVD: 4 
discs, $59.99; Blu-ray: 3 
discs, $59.99). Detective 
William Murdoch (Yan-
nick Bisson) employs pre-
scient forensics methods to 
solve Toronto mysteries in 
this compilation from the 2013 sixth season 
of the Gemini Award-winning series.

Poirot: Series 10 (Acorn, DVD: 2 discs, 
$39.99; Blu-ray: 2 discs, $49.99). Newly 
remastered and available on high-defini-
tion Blu-ray, this compilation includes the 
2005-06 10th series starring David Suchet as 
Agatha Christie’s debonair Belgian sleuth.

December 3

Doctor Who: The Doctors Revisited 
(BBC, DVD: 3 discs, $39.98). In celebration 
of the 50th anniversary of the long-running 





V I D E O  L I B R A R I A N N O V E M B E R / D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 316

ries” training programs 
(plus “Flair Bartending 
101”) featuring Scott 
Young, this near-eight-
hour compilation serves 
up detailed explanations 
and demonstrations of 
240 bartending moves. 
Also newly available is 
How to Be the Life of the Party.

The Healing Passage / Voices from 
the Water (A Sharp Show, DVD: $21: 
individuals; $45 w/PPR: high schools & 
public libraries; $250 w/PPR: universities 
& institutions, web: aSharpShow.com). 
Filmmaker S. Pearl Sharp’s 2004 docu-
mentary about the residual impact of 
the harrowing African “Middle Passage” 
transatlantic slave trade includes inter-
views with cultural artists, historians, and 
healers. Also newly available is Life Is a 
Saxophone: 28th Anniversary Edition.

“Lies”: The Making of “Lies My Fa-
ther Told Me” (Ergo Media, DVD: $22.95 
[$100 w/PPR], web: ergomedia.com). 
Jonathan Reid and Peter Walsh’s 1976 
behind-the-scenes look at the making of 
Ján Kadár’s Oscar-nominated 1975 Ca-
nadian fi lm (VL Online-3/12 ★★★)—set 
in the Jewish immigrant community of 
Montreal during the 1920s—includes 
interviews with Kadár and writer Ted 
Allan.

Margot Fonteyn: A 
Portrait (Kultur, DVD: 
$19.99). Legendary Brit-
ish ballerina Margot 
Fonteyn is spotlighted 
in filmmaker Patricia 
Foy’s 1989 documen-
tary (VL-10/90 ★★★★), 
which features inter-
views with the prima ballerina assoluta 
herself, as well as Rudolf Nureyev, and 
others. Also newly available at the same 
price is Foy’s Nureyev: A Portrait.

Voice of Jerusalem (SISU, DVD: $24.95, 
web: sisuent.com). Directed by Ofer Naim, 
this 2009 Hebrew-language documentary 
spotlighting the titular holy city features 
host and singer Yehoram Gaon.

WWII 3-Film Collection (Lionsgate, 
DVD: 5 discs, $24.98; Blu-ray: 4 discs, 
$29.99). Produced by the History Chan-
nel, this collection of critically-acclaimed 
war documentaries featuring archival 
footage, CGI effects, and dramatic rec-
reations includes WWII in HD (VL-3/10 
★★★★), WWII in HD: The Air War, and 
WWII From Space (VL-7/13 ★★★). 

Robinson, this 2013 sixth season of the 
sports dramedy series fi nds the players 
and families of pro football players excited 
about Premiere Draft Day.

Teen Wolf: Season 3, Part 1 (Fox, DVD: 
3 discs, $29.98). Tyler Posey, Crystal Reed, 
and Dylan O’Brien are back in this fi rst set 
of episodes from the 2013 third season of 
the MTV-aired supernatural series.

December 17

Burn Notice: Season Seven (Fox, DVD: 
4 discs, $49.98). Specially trained spy 
Michael Westen (Jeffrey Donovan) goes 
undercover in a terrorist network in this 
2013 seventh season of the USA Network 
action series.

S h a m e l e s s :  T h e 
Complete Third Sea-
son (Warner, DVD: 3 
discs, $39.98; Blu-ray: 5 
discs, $49.99). A remake 
of Paul Abbott’s popular 
U.K. series, this HBO-
aired 2013 third season 
continues the wacky misadventures of the 
dysfunctional Chicago Gallagher family 
(including William H. Macy, Emmy Ros-
sum, and Justin Chatwin).

Looking Ahead

Coming in January is the fi rst season 
of The Following, the second seasons of 
Copper and The Many Loves of Dobie 
Gillis, the fourth seasons of Barney 
Miller and Downton Abbey, the fifth 
season of NYPD Blue, and the complete 
series of Bullet in the Face. Slated for 
February is the third season of Game of 
Thrones.

A Fierce Green Fire 
(First Run, DVD: $24.95). 
Subtitled “The Battle 
for a Living Planet,” 
Mark Kitchell’s docu-
mentary (VL Online-
8/13 ★★★1/2) based on 
Philip Shabecoff’s 2003 
book serves up a theme-based chronologi-
cal overview of the environmental activist 
movement, and features Robert Redford, 
Ashley Judd, Van Jones, Isabel Allende, 
and Meryl Streep.

Flair Bartending (Shelter Island/TDC, 
DVD: 2 discs, $19.98). Featuring all four 
volumes of the 1998 “Working Flair Se-

Re-priced or New to DVD/Blu-ray

“This series is the most 
important thing that has 
happened in quilt history          
in the past forty years.” 
Carolyn L. Mazloomi, Collector,

Independent Curator

Recommended by Video Librarian

Public Performance Licenses           

and companion Discussion Guide      

are available at

Why Quilts Matter: 
History, Art & Politics

Be prepared to change the    

way you think about quilts.

Go on an amazing quilt 
journey from function to art, 
to women’s empowerment, 
economic clout, American 
politics and beyond. This    

nine-part series is a must-   
have for your collection.

http://www.whyquiltsmatter.org/
libraries/
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PO Box 540
Worcester, PA  19490
1-800-523-0226 • 610-584-3500
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E-mail: info@visionvideo.com
Web: www.visionvideo.com

OUR UNCONDITIONAL GUARANTEE:
If, for any reason, a product does not meet your expectations, return
it to us, and we will exchange it or give you a refund. All DVDs are
guaranteed against any defects. Available from Baker and Taylor,
Midwest Tape, or directly from Vision Video.

Augustine: 
A Voice for All Generations

Augustine of Hippo (354-430) is one of the greatest
theologians of the Christian Church. His works,
including The City of God, On the Trinity, and
Confessions, have had an inestimable impact on
Western Civilization. Yet, where did such faith begin?
After rejecting his mother’s Christianity as simplistic
and restraining, Augustine embarked on a path
towards self-gratification, marked by the pursuit of
money, political power, and sexual pleasure. Hosted
by Augustine expert Mike Aquilina, this documentary
tells his story. Documentary, 55 minutes. 

DVD - #501515D, $19.99, UPC 7 27985 01515 6

Charting Christmas
Why do we celebrate Christmas on December 25?
How did Saint Nicholas become Santa Claus? Why do
we have Christmas trees? Charting Christmas
provides answers to these questions and many more
as it explores the history of Christmas. See how
Christmas celebrations evolved through the ages and
were influenced by notable figures and entities
including Saint Francis of Assisi, Saint Boniface,
Charles Dickens, and even the Coca-Cola Corporation.
Commentaries by scholars and historians illuminate
the origins of Christmas and tell us why we celebrate
Christmas as we do today. Documentary, 41 minutes.

DVD - #501542D, $14.99, UPC 7 27985 01542 2

For Love’s Sake
Days before Christmas 1978, Peter Walker, a
young English preacher, is killed in a motorcycle
accident. His wife Mary, already emotionally
fragile, falls into the depths of suicidal depression.
As a result, she loses custody of her two young
boys, Paul and James. Through the intervention of
her church, a dedicated social worker, and a
caring therapist, Mary heals emotionally and finds
the strength to fight a skeptical bureaucracy for
custody of her children. For Love’s Sake offers an
honest and emotional glimpse inside a broken
family. Drama, 93 minutes. 

DVD - #501508D, $19.99, UPC 7 27985 01508 8

Faultless: The American Orphan
Faultless: The American Orphan was created to
inspire and equip people to more deeply love and care
for hurting children in America. Faultless introduces
people to orphan care in America by providing an
overview of the challenges facing children in foster
care, suggestions on how we are to act in light of those
challenges, and some hopeful examples of men and
women across the country responding to the present
needs. In addition to the film, the DVD includes a
group discussion guide and educational information
that will be helpful for anyone looking to learn a little
more about the issue. Documentary, 44 minutes.

DVD - #501537D, $19.99, UPC 7 27985 01537 8

John Wesley:
The Man and His Mission

Discover the makings of a man who traveled the
length and breadth of England more than any
other, who was able to inspire the poor, the
middle class, and the leaders of his day, and who
is widely regarded as one of the most persuasive
figures in world history. The work of John
Wesley spread throughout the world and today,
hundreds of years after his death, still influences
social justice, politics, and religion around the
world. Documentary, 55 minutes.

DVD - #501539D, $19.99, UPC 7 27985 01539 2

Mister Scrooge to See You!
Mister Scrooge to See You! is a lighthearted and
entertaining follow-up to Dicken’s classic tale. It
seems Jacob Marley is not yet finished with
Mister Scrooge! Sent on a journey 170 years into
the future, Scrooge encounters a world even
colder and greedier than his own, a world that
includes a young cutthroat businessman named
Timothy Cratchit VI. Will Scrooge be able to turn
Cratchit from his selfish ways and teach him the
true meaning of Christmas? Starring David
Ruprecht, known for his many stage and
television roles. Drama, 115 minutes.

DVD - #501544D, $14.99, UPC 7 27985 01544 6

Vision Video
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Video Movies

This section features reviews of studio, inde-
pendent, and foreign feature films. Each review 
includes pricing information, as well as running 
time, rating, subtitling information, and street 
dates for yet-to-be-released titles. Most titles 
reviewed here are widely available through 
most distributors.

	 HHHH= Excellent

	 HHH= Good

	 HH= Fair

	 H= Poor

100 Bloody Acres HHH
Music Box, 90 min., not rated, 
DVD: $19.95, Blu-ray: $24.95

A horror-comedy with 
a quirky edge, 100 Bloody 
Acres marks the debut of 
Australian writer-directors 
(and brothers) Colin and 
Cameron Cairnes. When three young travel-
ers (Oliver Ackland, Anna McGahan, Jamie 
Kristian) become stranded on their way to an 
outdoor music festival, they meet Reg Morgan 
(Damon Herriman), a twitchy partner in a fer-
tilizer business he owns with his psychopathic 
brute of a sibling, Lindsay (Angus Sampson). 
The trio are picked up in Reg’s truck and di-
verted to the Morgans’ fertilizer shop, where 
they soon learn that the secret ingredient of 
the brothers’ blood-and-bone product for-
mula is, well, people—setting into motion a 
tense story that finds the protagonists trying 
to stay out of the Morgans’ meat grinder, 
while the killers are caught up in their own 
distracting (and often funny) interpersonal 
conflicts. What distinguishes 100 Bloody Acres 
is its unexpected and perverse forays into sat-
ire and even romantic comedy complications 
(such as when a little dog suddenly runs off 
with a character’s severed hand, and another 
character is absorbed in a jealous fit over his 
girlfriend while dangling upside down over 
the grinder). A strange meld of gore-fest and 
comedy that will remind many of the simi-
larly-themed 1980 cult classic Motel Hell, this 
is recommended. (T. Keogh)

Arthur Newman HH
Cinedigm, 93 min., R, DVD: 
$24.95, Blu-ray/DVD Combo: 
$29.95

Dante Ariola’s film about 
people who want to change 
their identities stars Colin 
Firth as Wallace, a sad-sack 
middle-management type despised by his 
teenage son (who lives with Wallace’s dismis-
sive ex-wife). After securing a fake ID in the 
name of Arthur Newman (new man, get it?), 

Wallace fakes his death and hits the road, 
where he winds up rescuing a damsel in 
distress (Emily Blunt), who not only quickly 
discovers Arthur’s imposture but also even-
tually reveals that she is going under the 
name of her twin sister, Mike. After Arthur 
confesses that he was once a promising 
golfer who choked on his first pro tour and 
now plans to drive to Indiana for a job as 
an instructor at a hotel, Mike becomes his 
traveling companion, persuading Arthur to 
join her in a curious game along the way: 
namely, breaking into the houses of absent 
couples and adopting their identities for 
awhile. While there’s a chance that despite 
the age difference the pair will stumble into 
romance, the filmmakers wisely eschew that 
route, periodically cutting back to Arthur’s 
family and friends to suggest that the former 
Wallace is missed. Unfortunately, the film’s 
characters (in either their original or assumed 
personalities) never seem authentic. Not a 
necessary purchase. (F. Swietek)

Augustine HHH
Music Box, 102 min., in French 
w/English subtitles, not rated, 
DVD: $29.95, Blu-ray: $34.95

Filmmaker Alice Win-
ocour’s Augustine takes a 
dour view of 19th-century 
society and science, spe-
cifically the pioneering French neurologist 
(and teacher of Sigmund Freud) Jean-Martin 
Charcot (Vincent Lindon). Augustine (French 
vocalist Soko, aka Stéphanie Sokolinski) is 
Charcot’s star patient, an illiterate, orphaned 
teenage kitchen maid who is subject to 
mysterious seizures. Charcot is struck by 
how well the nubile virgin fits his theories 
of “ovarian hysteria,” exhibiting Augustine 
and her induced fits of paralysis and convul-
sions like some bizarre dance-performance 
act in front of voyeuristic male physicians. 
Meanwhile, he also takes Augustine into 
his own home, where an unspoken sort of 
S&M-laced relationship develops between the 
pair, with obsessions on both sides. Viewers 
might assume from this that Charcot was 
one of history’s crackpots rather than a great 
researcher who defined multiple sclerosis, 
among other ailments (although the awful, 
stroke-like maladies that afflict Augustine 
remain mysterious). Still, as a costume drama 
of repressive Victorian patriarchy, this is a 
compelling drama that will definitely appeal 
to fans of foreign films. Recommended. (C. 
Cassady)

Before Midnight HHHH
Sony, 109 min., R, DVD: $30.99, Blu-ray: $35.99

This third chapter in Richard Linklater’s 
emotionally vibrant examination of a con-
stantly evolving romantic relationship fol-
lows 1995’s Before Sunrise, in which American 
novelist Jesse (Ethan Hawke) met spunky 
Frenchwoman Celine ( Julie Delpy) on 

a train, and 2004’s Before 
Sunset, in which the lovers 
reunited a decade later. Now 
in their 40s, Jesse and Celine 
are living together in Paris. 
Jesse is seeing his adolescent 
son Hank (Seamus Davey-
Fitzpatrick) off at Kalamata 
Airport in Greece, returning 
him to Jesse’s hostile ex-wife in Chicago after 
a summer vacation spent with Jesse, Celine, 
and their twin daughters. After dropping the 
girls off with friends, Jesse and Celine head 
out for what is supposed to be an idyllic, fes-
tive night at a picturesque seaside hotel. But 
a marital crisis erupts. Jesse feels guilty that 
he can’t spend more time with Hank—which 
would involve moving back to the United 
States—and environmental activist Celine 
has been offered an exciting, career-chang-
ing opportunity. Add to that the inevitable 
challenges, resentments, and disappoint-
ments that come with raising children and 
facing middle age. As with the first two films, 
Before Midnight is about two fully-developed 
characters who authentically communicate 
their deepest feelings and frustrations. While 
not making a commitment to marriage, Jesse 
and Celine have nevertheless taken on added 
responsibilities that curtail their creativity 
and their freedom. All of this is explored in 
this beautifully naturalistic film written by 
Linklater, Hawke, and Delpy, featuring care-
fully scripted, teasing, taunting dialogue that 
rings painfully true. Highly recommended. 
Editor’s Choice. (S. Granger)

Behind the Candelabra 
HHH1/2
HBO, 118 min., TV-MA, DVD: 
$19.98, Blu-ray: $24.99

Steven Soderbergh’s 
passion project Behind the 
Candelabra—about the five-
year love affair between 
legendary entertainer and showman Liberace 
(Michael Douglas) and Scott Thorson (Matt 
Damon), Liberace’s live-in boy-toy (and, 
rather creepily, adopted son)—had its world 
premiere at the Cannes Film Festival and 
made its American debut on HBO. There’s 
definitely an edge of camp to be found in the 
excesses of Liberace’s glitzy palace-like Las 
Vegas mansion—as well as his flamboyant 
wardrobe (both on and off the stage)—not 
to mention the savvy casting of Rob Lowe 
as a plastic surgeon with an unnaturally 
enhanced face (that can barely change expres-
sion). But there’s no winking to the audience 
in the performances or in Soderbergh’s direc-
tion of their intimate scenes, as Soderbergh 
and screenwriter Richard LaGravenese are 
more interested in the individuals behind the 
pose than in ridiculing Liberace’s persona. 
The couple’s sex life and Thorson’s addictions 
are only part of the story of a complicated love 
affair tangled up in lust, obsession, control, 
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and vanity. Nominated for 15 Emmy Awards 
(Douglas and Soderbergh won, as did the film 
itself) and the Palme d’Or at Cannes, this is 
highly recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Blancanieves HHH
Cohen, 104 min., PG-13, DVD: 
$29.98, Blu-ray/DVD Combo: 
$44.98

Spanish director Pablo 
Berger’s silent (with sparse 
title cards) black-and-white 
film is a strange and moody 
effort that will appeal to cinema buffs. Set in 
1920s Spain, the heroine Carmen (played by 
Sofia Oria as a child, and Macarena García as 
a young woman) is the daughter of a famed 
matador (Daniel Giménez Cacho) and a 
flamenco dancer (Inma Cuesta). The latter 
dies while giving birth to Carmen—after 
witnessing a terrible accident with a bull that 
leaves Carmen’s father wheelchair-bound 
with a crippling injury. Carmen becomes a 
Cinderella-like figure after her father fool-
ishly weds greedy nurse Encarna (Maribel 
Verdú). No sooner does the bullfighter die 
than Encarna plots—Snow White-like—to 
have Carmen killed. But the scheme fails, 
and Carmen is rescued by a travelling troupe 
that gives comic shows as the Bullfighting 
Dwarves. Remembering the tips her father 
had taught her, Carmen enters the ring and 
becomes a celebrity matador in her own 
right, eventually attracting the notice of her 
stepmother, who—of course—tries to do 
away with Carmen via a poisoned apple. As 
with the Oscar-winning The Artist, Berger’s 
film features a self-conscious artificiality that 
makes it seem like a cannily calculated stunt. 
But for those who appreciate silent film, this 
will prove most engaging. Recommended. 
(F. Swietek)

Bless Me, Ultima HHH
Sony, 106 min., PG-13, DVD: 
$30.99

Writer- d i rec tor  Carl 
Franklin’s adaptation of 
Rudolfo Anaya’s classic 1972 
coming-of-age novel is set in 
New Mexico, circa 1944. Six-
year-old Antonio (Luke Ganalon) bonds with 
his grandmother Ultima (Miriam Colon), 
who arrives to spend her last days with his 
family and teaches him the old traditions 
she practices as a curandera (or medicine 
woman). At the same time, Antonio is be-
ginning school and preparing for his first 
communion under the tutelage of the stern 
town pastor. The conflict between the open-
heartedness of Ultima’s faith and the legalistic 
character of mid-century Catholicism acts as 
a backdrop to the film’s main narrative arc, 
which is centered on the hostility Ultima 
evokes in a brutish but wealthy saloon keeper 
who blames her for the death of his daughter 
and winds up threatening Antonio and his 

family. Further subplots focus on the return 
of Antonio’s three brothers from the war, 
disillusioned by the prejudice they’ve expe-
rienced in the larger world. While the story 
sometimes feels overstuffed and lugubrious, 
this beautifully-lensed film’s sincerity and 
willingness to address big issues does justice 
to Anaya’s celebrated book. Recommended. 
(F. Swietek)

Branca’s Pitch HHH1/2
Strand, 87 min., not rated, 
DVD: $19.99

Director Andrew J. Mus-
cato throws the jockumen-
tary genre a slight curve in 
Branca’s Pitch by partially 
addressing the literary art 
of ghostwriting, and—by extension—a 
co-author’s relationship to his subject. 
Here the ghost is prolific David Ritz, and 
his collaborator is Ralph Branca, part of 
the legendary early-1950s Brooklyn Dodg-
ers lineup that included Jackie Robinson. 
Branca would become notorious for throw-
ing the famous pitch in the 1951 National 
League playoff game that New York Giants 
outfielder Bobby Thomson slammed for 
the “shot heard round the world” winning 
home run. Relentlessly scapegoated, Branca 
became an insurance salesman, and was not 
even included among the interviewees for 
the 1983 cable-TV documentary adapta-
tion of Roger Kahn’s 1972 book The Boys 
of Summer, chronicling the early Dodgers’ 
history. Now in his 80s, Branca wants to tell 
all—including bombshell charges that the 
Giants had spied on the Dodgers at practice 
and deciphered their rivals’ hand signals, 
giving Thomson an unfair advantage. A 
Wall Street Journal reporter confirms this 
game-changer revelation, but also finds 
inaccuracies elsewhere in the Branca/Ritz 
manuscript (although Ritz claims that as 
a ghostwriter his job is not to represent 
objective truth). While very much a NY-
centric baseball tale, this fine documentary 
should have wide appeal, and will serve 
as an excellent complement to the 2011 
Branca/Ritz book A Moment in Time. Highly 
recommended. (C. Cassady)

Byzantium HH1/2
MPI, 118 min., R, DVD: 
$24.98, Blu-ray: $29.98

Seventeen years after 
adapting Anne Rice’s In-
terview with the Vampire, 
Irish-born filmmaker Neil 
Jordan once again ven-
tures into the gothic melodrama genre. Two 
mysterious women, Clara Webb (Gemma 
Arterton) and her demure daughter El-
eanor (Saoirse Ronan), seek sanctuary in 
a rundown British seaside resort, where 
morose Noel (Daniel Mays) allows them 
to stay in his dilapidated Byzantium Ho-

tel—which Clara quickly transforms into a 
makeshift brothel. When quiet, introspec-
tive Eleanor befriends pale, terminally ill 
Frank (Caleb Landry Jones), she shares the 
women’s haunting secret: namely, that 
they were born 200 years ago and survive 
on human blood. Using her retractable, 
pointed thumbnail (as opposed to fangs), 
Eleanor prefers the blood of the elderly, 
who welcome her with relief and gratitude. 
Meanwhile, brusque, uneducated Clara is 
determined to maintain a bond of silence, 
since mysterious pursuers from a male 
brotherhood of vampires are after the pair. 
When the townspeople start to die, Clara 
and Eleanor’s immortal past finally catches 
up with them. Based on Moira Buffini’s 
2008 play A Vampire’s Story, this lushly 
photographed adaptation stresses moody, 
romantic imagery over stark horror while 
telling a convoluted story-within-a-story 
that dates back to the Napoleonic Wars, 
when Clara was forced into prostitution 
by a Navy captain ( Jonny Lee Miller) 
and Eleanor was placed in an orphanage. 
Although uneven, this minor work from 
a major director should be considered a 
strong optional purchase. (S. Granger)

Computer Chess HHH
Kino Lorber, 90 min., not rated, 
DVD: $29.95, Nov. 5

Writer-director Andrew 
Bujalski’s oddball faux doc-
umentary achieves quite 
a technical feat, utilizing 
1970s technology—most 
notably, a clunky, tube-
based Sony analog-video camera, capable 
only of black-and-white resolution—to con-
vey the way way back vintage era before MS/
DOS (not to mention Apple). The setting is 
a motel, which is hosting an annual week-
end convention and tournament between 
early “micro-computer” developers, with 
teams from Caltech and MIT lugging in 
bulky machines to play chess against each 
other. Wiley Wiggins and Patrick Riester 
are among the Altmanesque ensemble cast 
members in this weird film that features a 
post-hippie “encounter group” also booked 
at the inn; a big-name IT engineer in debt 
to drug dealers, who wanders delusional 
through the common areas and rooms 
of perfect strangers; a mousy lone female 
programmer, who is condescended to by 
all of the males; and what might be the 
accidental birth of artificial intelligence. 
Although the outcome (veering into science 
fiction) is enigmatic, the film has a perfect 
Carter administration institutional-type 
atmosphere, and with its no-name cast 
could capture a cult following like Richard 
Linklater’s Slacker, especially among nostal-
gic technophiles. One thing is obvious: this 
was definitely cheaper to make than Jobs. 
Recommended (C. Cassady)
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Aitana, Pierrick, Jorge and Rita are all 
in their twenties and looking for ways 
to make their nights in the city of 
Madrid a little less lonely. Set against 
a background of drugs, sex, multiple 
partners and differing sexualities, 
Longing Nights follows the individual 
stories of these young people. A stories of these young people. A 
candid portrait of four relationships 
highly loaded with eroticism from 
beginning to end.

Pablo, a shy teenager, meets Marco, 
who is a few years older than him. 
Together they go on an impromptu Together they go on an impromptu 
road trip to the Mexican desert, a trip 
that will make them face what they 
mean to each other. This experience 
will turn Pablo's life around: his points 
of view, his strength and his own 
sexuality.
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In the 90s, Laurence tells his girlfriend 
Fred that he wants to become a woman. 
In spite of the odds, in spite of each 
other, they confront the prejudices of 
their friends, ignore the council of their 
families, and brave the phobias of the 
society they offend. For 10 years, they try 
to to live through this transition, and 
embark on an epic journey which, unbe-
knownst to them, may cost Fred and 
Laurence themselves and each other
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When many people think 
of Israel, it is often in terms 
of modern war or ancient 
religion. But there is much 
more to the Jewish state 
then missiles and prayers. 
In his debut as a 
ddocumentary  lmmaker, 
adult- lm entrepreneur 
and political columnist 
Michael Lucas examines a 
side of Israel that is too 
often overlooked: its 
thriving gay community.

This stylish, fast-paced 
romantic thriller follows 
the  trials and tribula-
tions of three seemingly 
unconnected sets of 
young people in Belfast 
on New Year’s Eve.   
Gradually, the links beGradually, the links be-
tween them are revealed  
as fate takes a hand in a 
night of fast talk, acci-
dents and intrigue.
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Despicable Me 2 HHH
Universal, 98 min., PG, DVD: 
$29.98, Blu-ray/DVD Combo: 
$34.98, Dec. 10

Filmmakers Pierre Coffin 
and Chris Renaud’s charm-
ing animated sequel be-
gins with suburban dad 
Gru (voiced by Steve Carell) caring for his 
feisty, adopted orphan girls: Agnes (Elsie Kate 
Fisher), Edith (Dana Gaier), and (eldest) Margo 
(Miranda Cosgrove), who is becoming inter-
ested in boys. Having left malevolent moon-
theft behind, Gru needs a new profession. 
Jelly and jam making? Likely not, especially 
after super-secretive Anti-Villain League’s 
Silas Ramsbottom (Steve Coogan) recruits 
Gru to catch a dastardly mastermind who has 
stolen a secret serum that turns innocent crit-
ters—like bunnies and minions—into killing 
machines. Determined to catch the culprit 
before major mutating damage occurs, Gru 
goes undercover in a shopping mall, team-
ing up with spunky, lipstick taser-wielding 
AVL Agent Lucy Wilde (Kristen Wiig). There 
are numerous suspects, including Eduardo 
(Benjamin Bratt), a cook resembling a former 
nemesis believed to be dead. Predictably, the 
mischievous, gibberish-chattering, goggle-
eyed, yellow-skinned minions here steal the 
show. Recommended. (S. Granger)

Don’t Stop Believin’: 
Everyman’s Journey 
HH1/2
Docurama, 105 min., R, DVD: 
$29.95

A long and redundant 
love letter to 40-year-old, 
still-touring, arena rock 
band Journey, Don’t Stop Believin’: Everyman’s 
Journey tells the somewhat strange tale of the 
group’s quest to find a new lead singer. While 
band members searched high and low for a 
new vocalist to take on a world tour, Arnel 
Pineda was appearing in YouTube videos, 
performing Journey songs in the Philippines. 
One thing led to another and Pineda was 
selected to be the band’s charismatic new 
frontman. Oddly, Pineda sounds exactly 
like former frontman Steve Perry, making 
the group—which formed in the 1970s as a 
jam ensemble and eventually churned out 
radio-friendly songs—something of its own 
tribute band. Filmmaker Ramona S. Diaz’s 
documentary captures a couple of hiccups 
along the way for Pineda, including his 
overly-exuberant stage debut with Journey’s 
veteran players, a bout of illness, and some 
confrontations with racism. Along the way, 
viewers also learn heartbreaking details 
about Pineda’s youthful homelessness and 
near self-destruction. But for the most part, 
this is a relentlessly upbeat story that never 
addresses a key question: namely, why isn’t 
the real Steve Perry on stage with his former 
mates? Likely to appeal to Journey fans—who 

are legion—this is a strong optional purchase. 
(T. Keogh)

Drinking Buddies HHH
Magnolia, 90 min., R, DVD: 
$26.98, Blu-ray: $29.98, Dec. 3

Director Joe Swanberg, a 
prolific creator of mini-bud-
get so-called “mumblecore” 
films about modern relation-
ships, makes a significant 
stride forward with this romantic comedy 
involving two workers and longtime friends 
at a Chicago microbrewery. Kate (Olivia 
Wilde) is the company’s marketing honcho, 
while Luke (Jake Johnson) is the production 
foreman. Although the pair share an easy fa-
miliarity, each is committed to someone else: 
Luke to live-in girlfriend Jill (Anna Kendrick), 
and Kate to older businessman Chris (Ron 
Livingston). But things heat up on a trip that 
the quartet take to a rustic Michigan cabin, 
where nature hikes, loaded conversations, and 
a midnight jaunt to a nearby beach end up 
testing the current romantic lineup. Sound 
familiar? Wisely, Swanberg doesn’t followed 
the clichéd narrative of most Hollywood rom-
coms, instead employing an improvisational 
approach that allows for situations to develop 
in unexpected ways, while the solid cast in-
vests the characters with surprising layers of 
emotion. Recommended. (F. Swietek)

Evocateur: The Morton 
Downey Jr. Movie HHH
Magnolia, 90 min., R, DVD: 
$26.98, Blu-ray: $29.98

Stylishly retro, this blast 
from the lowbrow recent 
past combines interviews 
and surreal animation to 
chart the steep rise and fall of late schlock-
TV phenom Morton Downey Jr., who is here 
presented as a forerunner of the Tea Party and 
Glenn Beck. The second-generation showbiz 
son of “Irish Tenor” crooner Morton Downey 
Sr. (depicted as a cold, disapproving father 
whom junior blamed for his actress-mother’s 
alcoholism and death), Downey Jr. groped 
for his own niche and finally found it as a 
combative, right-wing TV talk-show host (in-
terviewee Sally Jessy Raphael says he basically 
stole the act of earlier blowhard Joe Pyne). 
Downey Jr. did his syndicated show in blue-
collar New Jersey, featuring his trademark 
chain-smoking, sexism, and hyper-patriotic 
rants against “liberals” (although Downey 
Jr. had grown up as a Kennedy supporter), 
filmed before a raging-mob audience. The 
loudmouth populist schtick lasted a few years, 
until the host faked his own beating by Nazi 
skinheads (evidently taking cues from the 
Tawana Brawley assault hoax, a race-bait scan-
dal that Downey Jr. and Al Sharpton jointly 
exploited). Downey Jr.’s persona is so odious 
that humanizing him is mainly left to a liter-
ary find: obscure, free-verse sensitive poetry 

published by the young Downey Jr. in 1969, 
read here by his contemporaries (including 
comic actor Chris Elliott). Absent from this 
inquest: Jerry Springer, who works in the 
same slimy milieu without being consumed 
by it. Like Downey Jr.’s program itself, this 
sideshow from filmmakers Seth Kramer, 
Daniel A. Miller, and Jeremy Newberger 
is hard to resist watching. Recommended. 
(C. Cassady)

The Extraordinary 
Adventures of Adèle 
Blanc-Sec HHH1/2
Shout! Factory, 107 min., PG, 
DVD: $14.98, Blu-ray/DVD 
Combo: $24.98

Inspired by Jacques Tardi’s 
European comic book series, 
director Luc Besson’s Edwardian special-ef-
fects-laden whimsical fantasy set in 1912 
stars Louise Bourgoin as a one-woman, uh, 
League of Extraordinary Gentlemen. Adèle 
Blanc-Sec is a fearless French Nellie Bly-style 
globetrotting reporter, who travels to Egypt 
in order to steal the 4,000-year-old mummy 
of ancient Egypt’s greatest physician. Her 
ultimate objective: revive the long-dead doc-
tor to help heal Adèle’s comatose twin sister. 
Unfortunately, the eccentric old professor 
who is actually able to resurrect the trussed-
up dead Egyptian is stuck in prison, although 
he is psychically bonded to a newly-hatched 
pterodactyl that is terrorizing Paris. Elements 
of Indiana Jones, Jurassic Park, the Brendan 
Fraser Mummy romps and Warren Beatty’s 
Dick Tracy (makeup distorts many character’s 
faces into funny-papers dimensions) com-
bine here to make for a giddy, lighthearted, 
comedy-fantasy family-fare bonbon. Highly 
recommended. (C. Cassady)

Fast & Furious 6 HHH
Universal, 131 min., PG-13, 
DVD: $29.98, Blu-ray/DVD 
Combo: $34.98, Dec. 10

Set in Europe, filmmaker 
Justin Lin’s Fast & Furious 
6—the latest installment 
in the massively popular 
street car racing franchise—concludes the 
second trilogy, marking the return of Letty 
Ortiz (Michelle Rodriguez), the love interest 
of rebellious Dominic Toretto (Vin Diesel). 
This is initially a bit confusing since Letty 
supposedly died, but although she has am-
nesia, Letty is alive and kicking, working 
for British ex-Special Ops mercenary Owen 
Shaw (Luke Evans) and taking on Riley 
(mixed-martial arts fighter Gina Carano), 
sidekick of DSS Agent Luke Hobbs (Dwayne 
“The Rock” Johnson). Hobbs offers full par-
dons to Dom and his gang (including Paul 
Walker, Jordana Brewster, Tyrese Gibson, and 
Ludacris) if they will help him bring Letty in, 
retrieve some high-tech weaponry, and take 
down Shaw. Yes, the plotting is formulaic. 
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Yes, there is massive vehicular carnage (one 
chase sequence involves a Jeep, an Alfa Romeo 
Giulietta, and a huge Russian Antonov cargo 
jet hurtling down a runway). But there’s 
also a lot of good old-fashioned stunt work, 
embellished with CGI visual effects and a 
turbo-charged soundtrack. As pure popcorn 
flick fun, this is recommended. (S. Granger)

Fill the Void HHH
Sony, 90 min., in Hebrew 
w/English subtitles, PG, DVD: 
$30.99

It’s hard to imagine the 
transposition of Jane Austen 
to the ultra-orthodox Jew-
ish Haredim community 
of modern day Tel Aviv, but Austen was the 
inspiration for this moving and delicately 
crafted film. First-time director Rama Bursh-
tein is a devout member of that world and her 
stated goal was to bring the sense and sensibil-
ity of Austen’s strong turn-of-the-19th-cen-
tury female characters to her story of a young 
woman faced with making difficult choices 
in marriage and family matters. Shira (Hadas 
Yaron) is the younger daughter in a family 
celebrating the impending arrival of a child 
by her older sister Esther (Renana Raz) and 
Yochay (Yiftach Klein), Esther’s husband from 
a traditional arranged marriage. When Esther 
dies giving birth, the devastated family’s 
attention is turned from Shira’s excitement 
over her own bright marriage prospects to the 
grief not only over Esther’s death, but also the 
potential loss of the new niece/granddaughter 
who Yochay may whisk away to Belgium 
with a new wife. Shira’s mother seizes on 
the idea that Shira could marry her widowed 
brother-in-law to ease his pain and also keep 
the child in Israel in the tight community. 
Young Shira must confront her own pride 
and prejudices in both making a marriage 
decision and maintaining familial loyalty. 
Winner of seven Israeli Academy Awards, 
including Best Picture, this is recommended. 
(T. Fry)

For Love’s Sake HH1/2
Vision, 96 min., not rated, 
DVD: $19.99

A touching drama with a 
Christian theme, For Love’s 
Sake also tells a cautionary 
story about falling down 
the rabbit hole in children’s 
custody cases where single parents are un-
able to care for their kids. The story follows 
the aftermath of a minister’s death one 
Christmas Eve in England, which leaves the 
man’s clinically-depressed wife, Mary (Claire 
Walkington), incapable of handling their two 
young sons, James (William Wenlock) and 
Paul (Luke Foxall). Placed by the family’s par-
ish in a children’s home, the boys eventually 
come to live with their atheist grandparents 

who own a bed-and-breakfast, a bad choice 
for all concerned, despite good intentions. 
With the boys’ well-being on the line, Mary 
makes a heroic effort to pull herself together 
with the help of a church psychologist (Bruce 
Marchiano). While the story benefits from 
several strong performances (among them 
those of young Wenlock and Foxall), director 
Andrew Walkington has trouble keeping a lid 
on the bathos here. Still, For Love’s Sake is a 
film that boasts many powerful scenes and 
will appeal to Christian viewers. A strong 
optional purchase. (T. Keogh)

Frances Ha HHH
Criterion, 86 min., R, Blu-ray/
DVD Combo: $39.95, Nov. 12

Although coming-of-age 
films used to revolve around 
confused adolescents, the 
demographic has expanded 
in recent years to incorporate floundering 
twentysomethings still trying to find them-
selves. Co-written with his leading lady (and 
real-life girlfriend), Greta Gerwig, director 
Noah Baumbach’s Frances Ha is an arrested 
development serio-comedy about a well-edu-
cated, yet socially awkward 27-year-old New 
Yorker named Frances (Gerwig), who enjoys 
telling people that she and her inseparable 
college roommate/best friend Sophie (Mickey 
Sumner) “are the same person with different 
hair.” But they’re not. Self-absorbed Sophie 
has a good job in publishing, while disarm-
ingly delusional, self-deprecating Frances is a 
klutzy apprentice at an artsy modern-dance 
company. And while Frances wouldn’t even 
consider leaving Brooklyn—and Sophie—to 
move in with her boyfriend, Sophie has no 
hesitation about ditching Frances, leaving the 
latter to float from apartment to apartment. 
Filmed in black-and-white on a miniscule 
budget (reminiscent of the French New Wave), 
this is an offbeat female friendship study that 
may ultimately seem improbable but is con-
sistently engaging. And the title? Peripatetic 
Frances’s name is Frances Halliday, although 
only “Ha” fits on the mailbox. Recommended. 
(S. Granger)

Free Angela and All 
Political Prisoners 
HHH1/2
Lionsgate, 101 min., not rated, 
DVD: $26.98

Few other events in the 
tumultuous early 1970s so 
clearly embodied the gap-
ing rift between the establishment and the 
counterculture than the controversial firing 
of outspoken Communist party member An-
gela Davis from her philosophy professorship 
at UCLA, coupled with her eventual trial for 
being an accomplice to murder. Filmmaker 
Shola Lynch’s documentary draws on a broad 
range of source material, along with lots of 

interview footage of Davis herself. Viewers 
will learn just how dangerous it was to be an 
African American female radical in the age 
of Nixonian “law and order” tyranny and 
prejudice. Davis’s life of academic promise 
was cut short by the vice grip of a reactionary 
conservative America: California governor 
Ronald Reagan and his board of regents voted 
to have Davis fired from UCLA, and not long 
after, two guns purchased by Davis ended up 
being used to murder a local District Judge. 
Although Davis herself wasn’t personally 
involved in the murder, pressure from the 
vindictive powers-that-be ultimately had her 
facing the death penalty. This engrossing film 
covers the story of how Davis’s courage and 
intellectual integrity, together with a world-
wide “Free Angela” movement, helped her to 
overcome a prejudiced U.S. Justice system and 
emerge as a civil rights heroine for the ages. 
Highly recommended. (M. Sandlin)

From Up on Poppy Hill 
HHH
Cinedigm, 91 min., PG, DVD: 
$29.95, Blu-ray/DVD Combo: 
$34.95

The Walt Disney Com-
pany performed an English-
language makeover (with 
Beau Bridges, Gillian Anderson, Jamie Lee 
Curtis, and Bruce Dern, among the vocal 
talent here) on the most recent charmer from 
Japan’s eminent Studio Ghibli, From Up on 
Poppy Hill, which is a non-fantasy valentine to 
a simpler era, scripted by Oscar-winner Hayao 
Miyazaki and directed by his son Goro. The 
setting is Yokohama, circa 1963, where the 
port city is hearing calls to “modernize” like 
Tokyo is doing for their upcoming Olympics. 
Fearful of the impending demolition of their 
dusty old high school, local teens mobilize 
to clean the building and make an appeal 
to a distant head administrator. During 
this process, student-newspaper editor Shun 
(voiced by Anton Yelchin) meets Umi (Sarah 
Bolger), whose busy daily routine includes 
raising flags overlooking the harbor, in honor 
of her seaman father, who was lost in the Ko-
rean conflict. Their incipient relationship is 
shadowed by family secrets regarding Shun’s 
true parentage. Although somewhat light on 
plot, From Up on Poppy Hill is a lovely film that 
is sure to appeal to Studio Ghibli’s legion of 
fans (who will be happy that the original 
Japanese language version is also included 
on the home video release). Recommended. 
(C. Cassady)

The Frozen Ground HH
Lionsgate, 105 min., R, DVD: $19.98, Blu-ray: 
$24.99

Writer-director Scott Walker’s The Frozen 
Ground is a grim police procedural, based on 
a gruesome true crime case involving serial 
killer Robert Hansen, who from 1971 to 1983, 
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raped, mutilated, and mur-
dered as many as 21 young 
women in Alaska—abduct-
ing his helpless victims, 
loading them onto his small 
plane, and taking them to 
his cabin before hunting 
them down like deer and 
elk. Two weeks before resigning from his post 
in Anchorage, the fictionalized character of 
State Trooper Sgt. Jack Halcombe (Nicolas 
Cage) is dispatched to bring the culprit to 
justice, thanks to information provided by an 
underage, drug-addicted stripper/prostitute 
(Vanessa Hudgens), who had been tortured 
and raped but managed to escape. Problem 
is: no one else believes her when she identifies 
bespectacled, mild-mannered bakery shop 
owner Hansen (John Cusack) as her assail-
ant. Although Cage plays an intense, uptight, 
determined protagonist, viewers already 
know that he will succeed in his grisly quest, 
leaving little sense of dread or tension in this 
derivative, cliché-filled, wannabe thriller. Not 
a necessary purchase. (S. Granger)

The Future HHH
Strand, 94 min., in Italian & 
English w/English subtitles, not 
rated, DVD: $27.99, Dec. 3

Two adolescent siblings, 
Bianca (Manuela Martelli) 
and Tomás (Luigi Ciardo), 
face an uncertain future as 
new orphans in Alicia Scherson’s The Future. 
A grieving Tomás loses interest in everything 
except the bodybuilding culture of a nearby 
gym, while Bianca quits school to become 
an apprentice at a hair salon. The teens’ lives 
take another turn when a couple of shady 
trainers from the gym come home one day 
with Tomás and never leave, initially acting as 
substitute parents (cooking, cleaning), then as 
lovers to Bianca, before ultimately revealing 
themselves as pimps and thieves—prodding 
Bianca to infiltrate the life of a blind, former 
Mr. Universe and movie star named Maciste 
(Rutger Hauer), who supposedly has a fortune 
tucked away in a hidden safe in his home. 
While the gym rats impatiently wait for Bi-
anca to find Maciste’s money, she basks in the 
aging star’s attentions, growing increasingly 
fascinated with his life and film career (at one 
point even taking a movie studio tour to see 
vintage sets where Maciste played Hercules 
in a string of action flicks). Agendas colliding 
with needs will inevitably result in disap-
pointments and broken hearts in this moody 
tale in which Scherson presents Bianca both 
as a bedraggled teen and a romantic, moonlit 
figure—a reflection of the vulnerable girl’s 
conflicts. Recommended. (T. Keogh)

Getaway H1/2
Warner, 90 min., PG-13, DVD: $28.98, Blu-ray: 
$29.98, Nov. 26

In this would-be thriller, ex-NASCAR 

post tweets about their savage treatment at 
the hands of security forces. What those 
blurry images and bursts of text reveal is 
both enraging and sickening, yet the most 
shocking material here is the animated se-
quences of murder, torture, and rape—much 
of it inflicted on young people. Serving 
up a disturbing portrait of a nation eating 
itself alive, this is highly recommended. 
(T. Keogh)

Hannah Arendt HHH1/2
Zeitgeist, 113 min., in German 
w/English subtitles, not rated, 
DVD: $29.99, Blu-ray: $34.99, 
Nov. 19

A rare film about ideas, 
Margarethe von Trotta’s 
biopic dramatizes the con-
troversy that erupted when Hannah Arendt 
(Barbara Sukowa), a Jewish philosopher who 
held a teaching post at New York’s New 
School (Arendt fled Germany for the United 
States in 1941), covered the 1961 trial of 
Adolf Eichmann in Jerusalem for The New 
Yorker. Deeply troubled by the actions of her 
mentor and former lover, Martin Heidegger 
(Klaus Pohl)—who had joined the Nazi 
party and expressed no remorse after the 
war—Arendt felt driven to directly confront 
the face of fascism. But after attending the 
court sessions—real excerpts are presented 
here in archival footage—she portrayed the 
defendant, one of the chief architects of the 
Holocaust, not as a satanic monster but rather 
as a mediocre man who abandoned his moral 
judgment in the service of authority—a living 
embodiment of what she called “the banal-
ity of evil.” Attacked by many—including 
most of her faculty colleagues—for her views 
(which also directed blame at the failure of 
European Jewish leaders), Arendt held her 
ground in the face of often vitriolic criticism 
(today, her thesis about the brutal effects of 
a totalitarian regime on ordinary people’s 
ability to think for themselves is incredibly 
influential). Von Trotta paints an elegant 
and eloquent portrait of Arendt, aided by Su-
kowa’s subtle, nuanced performance, which 
conveys the intensity simmering beneath her 
character’s apparently placid exterior. Highly 
recommended. (F. Swietek)

Hansel & Gretel Get 
Baked H
New Video, 90 min., not rated, 
DVD: $26.95, Blu-ray: $29.95

Filmmaker Duane Jour-
ney’s drug-infused hor-
ror-gore comedy attempts 
to ride the coattails of the 
theatrical release Hansel & Gretel: Witch Hunt-
ers, which was also not very good. Hansel 
(Michael Welch) and Gretel (Molly Quinn) 
are modern city siblings; she’s a pothead 
teen blonde, while he’s an Internet geek/
digital photographer (and virgin). A potent 

driver Brent Magna (Ethan 
Hawke) steals a souped-
up Ford Shelby Mustang 
GT500 Super Snake from 
an underground parking 
garage in Sofia, Bulgaria. 
Magna drives the car and its 
gun-toting owner, a spoiled 
American brat (Selena Go-
mez), in a pedal-to-the-metal race against 
time, following terse orders (“Drive onto the 
skating rink!” “Crash into the water truck!”) 
issued via a dashboard telephone by a myste-
rious villain (Jon Voight) who has kidnapped 
Magna’s wife, Leanne (Rebecca Budig). 
Directed by Courtney Solomon, Getaway 
is action-packed, but that’s about all. The 
iPad-wielding, computer-hacking character 
played by international music star/Disney 
Channel alumna Gomez is never even given 
a name here, although her father is obviously 
an influential investment banker. Since all of 
the attention lies with the interminable car 
chases—as the American muscle car, rigged 
with digital surveillance cameras inside-
and-out, frantically evades an entire fleet of 
Euro-made vehicles—what credit this film de-
serves should go to veteran stunt coordinator 
Charlie Picerni. An incoherent and tiresome 
movie that aimlessly spins its wheels, this is 
not recommended. (S. Granger)

The Green Wave 
HHH1/2
Strand, 80 min., in Farsi & 
English w/English subtitles, not 
rated, DVD: $19.99, Nov. 5

Combining underground 
video footage, comic-book-like animation, 
conventional interviews, and archived posts 
from blogs and Twitter, Ali Samadi Ahadi’s 
The Green Wave offers a wrenching but il-
luminating look at Iran’s Green Revolution 
in 2009-10, charting the days and weeks 
of initial exhilaration and hope shared 
by hundreds of thousands of Iranians in 
Tehran and elsewhere, as they sensed a real 
possibility that Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, 
the country’s controversial president, could 
lose a reelection bid. It’s impossible not to 
be moved by extensive footage of passion-
ate rallies (accented by the ubiquitous color 
green), full of the joyful tears, smiles, and 
dancing of ordinary people. As one inter-
viewee says, this revolution wasn’t simply 
about rebellion; it was about the sea change 
that happens when a repressed population 
suddenly finds freedom, human rights, and 
opportunities to be within reach. But the 
people are thrown into despair when the 
election appears to be stolen by Ahmadine-
jad. Through real-life blog entries narrated 
by composite (and animated) characters, 
viewers learn that everyone knew govern-
ment forces would retaliate against the 
still-protesting Greens, as unarmed citizens 
used their cell phones to capture video and 
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marijuana brand, called Black Forest, is being 
peddled by a local senior named Agnes (Lara 
Flynn Boyle). Black Forest eventually entices 
Hansel, Gretel, and a number of other reefer-
oriented victims into Agnes’s orbit. Agnes 
turns out to actually be a witch (with obscure 
Nazi Germany connections) who regains her 
youth by devouring young folks—and she 
has the munchies. Unlike a shaggy Troma 
splatter-thon—which might have opted for 
gross-out burlesque and slapstick—Hansel & 
Gretel Get Baked is relatively straight-faced, 
and the joke-buzz here dies with the first 
protracted human skinning and dismem-
berment. Despite a few nice touches—such 
as Gretel leaving a trail of Skittles rather 
than bread crumbs—this would-be chiller is 
basically dopey, and not in a good way. Not 
recommended. (C. Cassady)

The Heat HH1/2
Fox, 117 min., R, DVD: $29.98, 
Blu-ray/DVD Combo: $39.99

This scruf fy, snarky, 
slapstick cop comedy puts 
a woman’s touch on the 
macho buddy-action genre. 
Arrogant, ambitious Sarah 
Ashburn (Sandra Bullock) is a hard-driv-
ing, by-the-book New York City-based FBI 
agent whose investigation of a murder takes 
her to Boston, where she butts heads with 
boisterous, brusque, Beantown detective 
Shannon Mullins (Melissa McCarthy), who 
is also working on the case. Neither has ever 
had a partner, and both repeatedly misun-
derstand one another. Still, they bond—of 
course—while relentlessly pursuing a das-
tardly drug kingpin, ultimately recognizing 
each other’s strengths and becoming friends 
while busily kicking ass. Full of sneering, 
cringe-worthy sexist comments and raunchy, 
profane dialogue, crowd-pleasing director 
Paul Feig’s (Bridesmaids) latest plays with the 
genre’s simplistic, stereotypical, supportive 
camaraderie, balancing outrageous improv 
with tender, serious moments, buoyed by 
the obvious chemistry between two gutsy 
professional law enforcement agents who 
have chosen career over family and kids. But 
while there’s some fun to be had with the 
clichéd, odd-couple bantering, the pacing 
is unfortunately off at times, and there are 
far too many albino gags. Marlon Wayans, 
Demian Bichir, Jane Curtin, and Michael 
Rapaport—among others—offer solid backup 
support in this box-office hit that has already 
spawned plans for a sequel. A strong optional 
purchase. (S. Granger)

The Hunt HHH1/2
Magnolia, 89 min., in Danish w/English subtitles, 
R, DVD: $26.98, Blu-ray: $29.98, Dec. 10

The devastating impact of a child’s ac-
cusation of sexual misconduct—puncturing 
the genial façade of small-town life—is 
the subject of Thomas Vinterberg’s searing 

drama, which stars Mads 
Mikkelsen as Lucas, who 
is employed at a preschool. 
Lucas is a favorite of all the 
kids, especially little Klara, 
the 4-year-old daughter of 
Lucas’s best friend. When 
Klara impulsively kisses 
Lucas during playtime and he gently suggests 
that it wasn’t the right thing to do, she mut-
ters a few words that adults interpret to mean 
as Lucas exposed himself to her. And even 
when she retracts the allegation, the grown-
ups chalk the recantation up to psychological 
repression. Before long, Lucas is fired, finds 
himself under police investigation, and is 
treated as a pariah (even physically attacked, 
as is his supportive adolescent son). Although 
it falters a bit by adding a dreamlike coda 
involving the initiation of Lucas’s son as a 
member of the town’s deer-hunting club, 
The Hunt is a powerful and sensitive film that 
dramatizes the harm that can come from mis-
understanding a child’s angry outburst, while 
also exposing the darkness found at the heart 
of an apparently idyllic community. Marked 
by a stunning lead performance from Mik-
kelsen as a man shunned by the only society 
he knows, for reasons he cannot comprehend, 
this is highly recommended. (F. Swietek)

I Killed My Mother 
HHH
Kino Lorber, 96 min., in French 
w/English subtitles, not rated, 
DVD: $29.95

In this remarkably ac-
complished 2009 debut, 
then-20-year-old Montreal 
filmmaker (and former child actor) Xavier 
Dolan stars as a gay teenager who finds his 
mother especially irritating. The way she 
hums, eats, applies lipstick—everything 
that Chantale (Anne Dorval) does grates on 
Hubert’s nerves. “When I try to imagine the 
worst mother in the world,” he tells her, “I 
can’t do better than you.” In order to wriggle 
out of an assignment involving his parents, 
Hubert tells his teacher, Julie Cloutier (Su-
zanne Clément), that his mother is dead, 
which infuriates Chantale when she finds 
out (Hubert remains in contact with his 
divorced dad, but they aren’t close either). 
In his spare time, Hubert hangs out with 
Antonin (François Arnaud), whose hipper 
mother lets the lads decorate a wall at her 
advertising agency in a Jackson Pollock style. 
Chantale has no idea that the two boys are 
more than friends, but seems more relieved 
than surprised when she finds out, since it 
helps to explain Hubert’s volatile behavior. 
Still, she ships him off to boarding school, 
where he befriends a handsome classmate, 
while continuing to see Antonin on the 
weekends. I Killed My Mother has a very auto-
biographical feel, particularly when Hubert 
videotapes himself talking about Chantale 

in transitional segments between scenes. As 
events play out, Hubert will ultimately not 
be able to escape the fact that he’s actually 
more like his mother than anyone else in the 
world. Recommended. (K. Fennessy)

In the House HHH1/2
Cohen, 105 min., in French 
w/English subtitles, R, DVD: 
$24.98, Blu-ray: $34.98

Alfred Hitchcock meets 
Douglas Sirk in Francois 
Ozon’s sly and stylish blend 
of melodrama and suspense 
that also serves as a cunning commentary on 
the seductiveness—and danger—inherent 
in storytelling itself. The central characters 
are French high school teacher Germain 
(Fabrice Luchini) and 16-year-old student 
Claude (Ernst Umhauer). A martinet who be-
moans his charges’ ever-diminishing writing 
abilities, Germain is struck by one of Claude’s 
papers—a strange but compelling piece in 
which Claude describes his fascination with 
the “perfect” family of a classmate, detailing 
how he wormed his way into their home 
by offering to tutor the kid. Believing that 
Claude has real talent, Germain starts giv-
ing him private instruction—mostly acidic 
critiques of further installments in Claude’s 
story. The teacher even helps strengthen 
Claude’s ties with the family in order to keep 
the pages coming—while also suggesting pos-
sible plot turns in the cause of nurturing the 
creativity that he himself lacks. In the House 
expertly juggles these threads, chronicling 
Claude’s ever-growing attachment to his 
supposedly surrogate family (especially the 
mother), while also charting Germain’s ties 
to Claude, which ultimately endanger his 
own job (and marriage). The real question, of 
course, is what percentage of Claude’s story 
is reportage, and how much is sheer fantasy? 
In the end, Ozon’s visually impeccable film 
is more clever sleight-of-hand than probing 
existential observation, but it’s wonderfully 
satisfying nonetheless. Highly recommend-
ed. (F. Swietek)

The Internship HH
Fox, 120 min., PG-13, DVD: 
$29.98, Blu-ray/DVD Combo: 
$39.99

The line between a le-
gitimate feature film and 
a product placement-filled 
infomercial grows thinner 
than ever in this underdog comedy set on 
the Google campus, a techie mecca often 
reverently referred to as Eden. When affable 
fortysomething traveling salesmen Billy 
(Vince Vaughn) and Nick (Owen Wilson) 
discover that their watch company has 
folded, they find themselves out of step (and 
luck) in the modern workplace. While Billy 
takes a temporary job selling mattresses for 
his sister’s randy boyfriend (an uncredited 
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Will Ferrell), Nick decides to look for a job 
at Google. Although a brief Skype interview 
reveals how little these tech dinosaurs know 
about the digital world of search engines 
and social networking, it all somehow works 
in their favor due to Google’s commitment 
to age diversity among its employees. Soon 
the pair are on their way to an internship 
at corporate headquarters in Mountain 
View, CA, where they enjoy the free coffee, 
fruit, and bagels, along with the coveted 
napping pods. But they’re not alone, and 
other aspiring programmers who yearn to 
spread the Silicon Valley corporate gospel 
include a cynic (Dylan O’Brien), a home-
schooled shy guy (Tobit Raphael) and a 
Comic-Con geek (Tiya Sircar). Nick flirts 
with a mid-level exec (Rose Byrne), while 
Billy trades barbs with a British bully (Max 
Minghella). Directed by Shawn Levy, this 
fish-out-of-water story—inspired by a 60 
Minutes segment about Google being one of 
the best places to work—is an unsatisfying 
comedy that is commercial in more ways 
than one. Optional, at best. (S. Granger)

Jobs HH
Universal, 129 min., PG-13, 
DVD: $29.98, Blu-ray/DVD 
Combo: $34.98, Nov. 26

In the prologue to this 
cinematic biography, we 
see an older, gray-bearded 
Steve Jobs (Ashton Kutcher) 
unveiling the first iPod in 2001. Jobs then 
flashes back to the 1970s, when geeky drug-
taking hippie Jobs dropped out of Reed Col-
lege in Oregon and began working with Steve 
Wozniak (Josh Gad) in his parents’ basement, 
ultimately creating the first home computer. 
But then came the challenge of developing 
the PC and creating a profitable business. The 
central narrative tracks the arrogant, perfec-
tionist Jobs’ rise and fall at Apple, but never 
comes back to the 21st century—ignoring the 
invention of the iPhone and iPad and Jobs’ 
2011 death from pancreatic cancer. First-time 
screenwriter Matt Whiteley confuses the 
history of Apple Computer (now Apple Inc.) 
with the life of the controversial, visionary 
entrepreneur who changed the concept of 
consumer electronics—offering no insights 
into Jobs’ obviously conflicted psyche, never 
delving into what made him tick, or why he 
bullied people, publicly berated employees, 
cheated friends, dumped his pregnant girl-
friend, and denied paternity (despite tests 
proving otherwise). Director Joshua Michael 
Stern does a barely serviceable job here, 
although Kutcher did his impersonation 
homework, replicating Jobs’ facial expres-
sions, gestures, and hunched-forward walk. 
Those interested in Jobs would be much better 
off reading Walter Isaacson’s fine biography 
Steve Jobs than watching this superficial biopic 
that fails to get to the core of the famed Apple 
CEO. Optional, at best. (S. Granger)

Justice League: The 
Flashpoint Paradox 
HHH
Warner, 75 min., PG-13, DVD: 
$19.98, Blu-ray/DVD Combo: 
$24.98

This DC Universe ani-
mated original movie is an 
alternate reality horror story adapted from 
the graphic novel Flashpoint by Geoff Johns 
and Andy Kubert, in which The Flash (voiced 
by Justin Chambers) changes the past and 
transforms the present into a world at war. 
It’s all part of the scheme masterminded by 
arch-nemesis Professor Zoom, who sends 
Flash into an alternate timeline in which 
he has no powers, Bruce Wayne is dead (and 
Wayne’s father is a brutal masked vigilante), 
and superheroes Wonder Woman and Aqua-
man are vicious warlords ready to destroy the 
Earth in their blood feud. It’s the butterfly 
effect played out as comic book apocalypse 
in this darkest and most brutal animated 
original to date from this fine franchise of 
direct-to-video productions. Warped-mirror 
versions of beloved DC heroes are turned 
into bloodthirsty warriors here who murder 
one another (and even slaughter children, 
albeit offscreen) until the frame is littered 
with corpses—and The Flash needs to recover 
his speed to set things right. The fine voice 
cast includes Michael B. Jordan as Cyborg, 
Cary Elwes as Aquaman, Nathan Fillion as 
the Green Lantern, and Vanessa Marshall as 
Wonder Woman. Aimed at a more mature 
graphic novel audience, this is recommended. 
(S. Axmaker)

The Last Tycoon HH1/2
Well Go USA, 119 min., in 
Mandarin w/English subtitles, 
not rated, DVD: $24.98, Blu-
ray: $29.98

Not to be confused with 
the 1976 adaptation of F. 
Scott Fitzgerald’s unfin-
ished novel about a Hollywood mogul, 
this Hong Kong action melodrama is an 
intermittently engrossing tale of Chinese 
gangsters set in the early part of the 20th 
century. Director Wong Jing’s The Last 
Tycoon features iconic star Chow Yun-Fat 
as moralistic crime lord Cheng Daqi (look- 
alike actor Huang Xiaoming plays Daqi 
as a young man). Based on a composite of 
real characters and events from Shanghai’s 
crime history, the film boasts pristine 
period details and beautiful production 
design—with lavish sets and vibrant cos-
tumes—as it tells the decades-long story 
of Daqi, whose tortured loves and bond 
with a notorious Triad boss (Hong Kong 
legend Sammo Hung) shift between the 
operatic and the soap opera-ish, with a 
little too much schmaltz. But there’s still 
plenty of dramatic meat on the bones of this 
story—told with stylish technique—that 

incorporates lots of bloody fight scenes 
along with a brutal recreation of the 1932 
Japanese bombing of Shanghai. A big 
budget spectacle likely to appeal to Hong 
Kong-centric cinephiles, this is a strong 
optional purchase. (T. Fry)

Laurence Anyways 
HHH
Strand, 161 min., in French 
w/English subtitles, not rated, 
DVD: $24.99, Blu-ray: $29.99

Young Canadian film-
maker Xavier Dolan’s Lau-
rence Anyways stars Melvil 
Poupaud as the titular 35-year-old literature 
professor and promising author living in 
Montreal, who is involved in a spirited ro-
mance with Frédérique, aka Fred (Suzanne 
Clément). The pair carry on in their own 
bubble of loud music, laughter, sex, and 
fiery verbal games until one day Laurence 
confesses that he intends to undergo a sex 
change operation and become the woman 
he is meant to be. Dolan follows the course 
of their relationship over a decade as Lau-
rence physically evolves in stages, and Fred 
marries another man yet can’t let go of her 
soulmate, fleshing out the central story with 
a number of fringe characters and subplots, 
including several painful scenes between 
Laurence and his/her conflicted mother 
(Nathalie Baye). Laurence Anyways boasts 
some surreal elements—including a Fellini-
esque group of transgendered folk, and the 
occasional rain (from the sky) of clothes and 
impossible objects—that serve as delightful 
touches in this somewhat overstuffed film 
that is reminiscent of the work of German 
wunderkind Rainer Werner Fassbinder. 
Recommended. (T. Keogh)

The Lone Ranger HH
Walt Disney, 149 min., PG-13, 
DVD: $29.99, Blu-ray/DVD 
Combo: $39.99, Dec. 17

It’s Pirates of the Carib-
bean in the old West! While 
the titular hero is the leg-
endary masked man wear-
ing a big, white Stetson, and riding a scene-
stealing steed named Silver, the plot here ac-
tually pivots on his quirky Native American 
companion, Tonto (Johnny Depp), who tells 
the origin story. There’s no mystery about 
the Lone Ranger’s identity: he’s John Reid 
(Armie Hammer), an earnest, uptight lawyer 
arriving in Texas as District Attorney. John 
joins his older Ranger brother Dan (James 
Badge Dale) in pursuit of Butch Cavendish 
(William Fichtner), a fiendish outlaw who 
terrifies Dan’s wife, Rebecca (Ruth Wilson). 
But they’re bushwhacked and all of the 
Rangers are killed—except John, who is 
determined to avenge his brother’s death 
and rescue kidnapped Rebecca. But the 
brains behind the operation turns out to 
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be the bizarre spirit warrior Tonto—with his 
chalky white-streaked face, fake nose, and a 
dead crow perched atop his head—who has 
come to recruit Reid to help bring to justice 
those responsible for destroying Comanche 
villages (Tonto convinces Reid to wear a 
mask made from his late brother’s vest). 
Also on hand are a conniving railway baron 
(Tom Wilkinson) and a saloon madam 
(Helena Bonham Carter) with an ivory leg 
that shoots bullets. Director Gore Verbinski 
takes an exhausting two-hours-plus to tell 
this silly, slapstick tale that is full of explo-
sions, crashes, and violent chases—but not 
much else. Optional. (S. Granger)

Love Is All You Need 
HHH
Sony, 116 min., In Danish, 
English & Italian w/English 
subtitles, R, DVD: $30.99, Blu-
ray: $35.99

Director Susanne Bier’s ro-
mantic comedy stars Pierce 
Brosnan as Philip, a rich, handsome widower 
whose son, Patrick (Sebastian Jessen), is about 
to wed Astrid (Molly Blixt Egelind), at one of 
Philip’s properties—a beautiful Italian coastal 
retreat. At the airport, however, Philip’s car 
is hit by Ida (Trine Dyrholm), a hairdresser 
recently treated for breast cancer who has 
just discovered that her husband has been 
unfaithful. Naturally, she turns out to be 
Astrid’s mother, and once the pair reach their 
common destination they gradually develop 
feelings for one another despite the efforts of 
Philip’s abrasive sister-in-law, Benedikte (Pa-
prika Steen), to snare him for herself, and an 
appearance by Ida’s husband, who tactlessly 
brings along his new girlfriend. Although the 
film features bits of business that would easily 
fit in a Doris Day/Rock Hudson comedy, Bier 
adds a melancholy undercurrent that brings 
some sour to the sweetness. And the gorgeous 
locale certainly doesn’t hurt, presented here 
with a bright and shimmering color palette 
that makes shots look like picture-perfect 
postcards. While this is a minor work from 
the Oscar-winning director of In a Better 
World, it is a charming divertissement. Rec-
ommended. (F. Swietek)

Lovelace HHH
Anchor Bay, 92 min., R, DVD: 
$24.98, Blu-ray: $29.99, Nov. 5

Filmmakers Rob Epstein 
and Jeffrey Friedman’s por-
trait of Linda Lovelace—late 
star of the 1972 porn clas-
sic Deep Throat—tells the 
actress’s story from two different perspec-
tives, initially presenting a rosy-eyed version 
that focuses on how young Linda Boreman 
(Amanda Seyfried) gained fame under her 
nom de cinema and enjoyed a brief moment 
in the celebrity sun. And then Lovelace 
totally upends the tale by dramatizing 

how the starlet was brutally controlled by 
her husband (Peter Sarsgaard), whom she 
eventually had to flee. This juxtaposition 
of a bouncy rags-to-riches tale and a gritty 
feminist parable of exploitation—followed 
by a redemptive coda in which Boreman be-
comes an anti-pornography activist—makes 
for an often fascinating but also uneven film. 
Seyfried and Sarsgaard are excellent, and an 
almost unrecognizable Sharon Stone adds a 
strong supporting turn as Boreman’s rigidly 
religious mother. It’s also hard to resist the 
comic energy that Hank Azaria and Bobby 
Cannavale bring to their roles as the colorful 
filmmakers of Deep Throat—Gerry Damiano 
and Butchie Peraino, respectively—or even 
the cool efficiency displayed by Adam Brody 
as Lovelace’s porn costar Harry Reems. Like 
virtually all docudramas, Lovelace plays fast 
and loose with various facts, presenting the 
subject as far more naïve and innocent than 
she was, and ignoring a serious auto crash that 
had a major impact on her health. But this is 
still an intriguingly stylish, if also incomplete, 
combination of biography and cautionary 
tale. Recommended, overall. (F. Swietek)

Monsters University 
HHH
Walt Disney, 104 min., G, 
DVD: $29.99, Blu-ray/DVD 
Combo: $39.99

Disney/Pixar’s Monsters, 
Inc. (2001) successfully 
teamed Billy Crystal with 
John Goodman, who reprise their roles in this 
generic prequel that finds Mike (Crystal) and 
Sulley (Goodman) meeting in college. When 
Mike Wazowski was very young, he encoun-
tered his first Scarer on a school field trip to 
the Monsters, Inc. factory and soon vowed 
to become one of the world’s greatest Scarers 
when he grew up. But when Mike enters Mon-
sters University, he comes up against mighty 
James “Sulley” Sullivan, the cocky slacker 
scion of a legendary line of Scarers. When 
their competitive antics careen out of control, 
both are expelled from the Scaring program 
by Dean Hardscrabble (Helen Mirren). To 
redeem themselves, the pair must overcome 
their self-destructive rivalry and assemble a 
ragtag band of other outcasts from the Oozma 
Kappa fraternity with the aim of gaining 
acceptance to the annual Scare Games, in 
which sororities and fraternities compete to 
see who is best at frightening children. While 
the cinematic chemistry between Crystal and 
Goodman still works, Monsters University is a 
formulaic, completely predictable, slobs vs. 
snobs buddy film that emphasizes teamwork 
and the value of friendship. It doesn’t come 
anywhere near scaling the bold, imaginative 
narrative and visual heights of Pixar’s Toy 
Story, Wall-E, or Ratatouille, but is still an 
entertaining diversion, introducing crazy Art 
(Charlie Day), two-headed Terri/Terry (Sean 
Hayes, Dave Foley), cute Squishy Squibbles 

(Peter Sohn) and his ever-present frat house 
mother (Julia Sweeney). Plus there’s young, 
nerdy Randall Boggs (Steve Buscemi) and 
middle-aged salesman Don Carlton (Joel 
Murray), as well as Randy Newman’s charac-
teristically fine musical score. Recommended. 
(S. Granger)

My Amityville Horror 
HHH
MPI, 89 min., not rated, DVD: 
$24.98

It’s amazing to see that 
there is still interest in the 
mid-1970s Long Island 
“haunting” that came to 
be known as the “Amityville Horror,” a 
fairly dull haunted house tale that has been 
perpetuated through a cheesy bestselling 
book, a cheesy movie, and an even cheesier 
recent remake. Yet, here is a documentary 
about Daniel Lutz, who was 10 years old 
when he and his attention-hound occultist 
parents supposedly experienced the nasty 
supernatural shenanigans of a poltergeist 
in their now-infamous domicile. And from 
the first interview segment, during which 
the bald, brooding Daniel mentions seeing 
“psychiatrists” (note the plural) regularly, 
viewers know they’re in for a humdinger 
of a character study. The hot-rod driving, 
heavy-metal-guitar shredding Daniel is now 
confronted by skeptics who want him to fess 
up to having imagined this mess about being 
terrorized by rogue spirits. But for Daniel—
forced to relive this traumatic period of his 
youth—the memories of the alleged haunting 
still seem intensely real. Meanwhile, the film 
offers a counterpoint to Daniel’s story, in 
which his stepfather, George Lutz, just may 
have been the real demonic force that ravaged 
Daniel’s psyche. Oddly, My Amityville Horror 
also captures a smug defensiveness in Daniel 
about his past—almost as if these childhood 
memories of ghosts and spirit possession are 
the only source of individuality and identity 
he has left. Recommended. (M. Sandlin)

Night Across the Street 
HH1/2
Cinema Guild, 110 min., not 
rated, DVD: $29.95

This ly r ica l but a lso 
practically impenetrable 
cinematic farewell from 
Chilean-born filmmaker 
Raoul Ruiz—who died at the age of 70 in 2011 
from a lung infection—is purportedly based 
on the writings of Hernán del Solar. Shot in 
autumnal hues, the story concerns an el-
derly Santiago intellectual, Don Celso (Sergio 
Hernández), who is being forced into retire-
ment. Considered somewhat dotty by his 
co-workers, Don Celso plays free-association 
word games, holds imaginary conversations 
with great authors, and flashes back nostalgi-
cally upon a boyhood in which his younger 
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self—known as Rhododendron (Santiago 
Figueroa)—could conjure up Beethoven and 
Long John Silver as imaginary friends. When 
Celso becomes involved in a murder intrigue 
at a boardinghouse, events may or may not 
be actually happening. Surreal juxtapositions 
and set transitions, coupled with Ruiz in-
jokes, make this art-house baffler most well 
suited for larger foreign film collections. A 
strong optional purchase. (C. Cassady)

Old Dog HHH
Icarus, 88 min., in Tibetan 
w/English subtitles, not rated, 
DVD: $24.98

An odd, quiet Tibetan 
feature film that shows a 
grittier side of Tibet than 
most Western filmgoers are 
familiar with, Old Dog is an 
intermittently compelling slice-of-life por-
trait of a man named Gonpo (Drolma Kyab). 
The setting is a poor ramshackle Tibetan 
farming town, where valuable mastiffs are 
being stolen from farms on a regular basis and 
sold on the black market, since they are in 
great demand as herd dogs in the countryside. 
Gonpo, an alcoholic without much ambition 
or drive, decides to sell the dog belonging to 
his father-in-law, Akhu (mono-named actor 
Lochey), for a hefty price before thieves can 
steal it. Not surprisingly, Akhu isn’t happy 
and the dog is retrieved. From here, the 
scruffy canine and ragtag Gonpo just seem to 
sink deeper and deeper into ill-fortune before 
the film culminates in an unexpected ending. 
Minimalist director Pema Tseden definitely 
knows how to get the most out of his shots, 
displaying an impressively keen eye while 
imbuing the visually mundane with mean-
ing. Recommended. (M. Sandlin)

Out in the Dark HHH
Breaking Glass, 96 min., in 
Hebrew & Arabic w/English 
subtitles, not rated, DVD: 
$21.99

Israeli director Michael 
Mayer’s debut feature is a 
strong tale of a good man 
caught between several kinds of possible 
destruction. Nimr (Nicholas Jacob), a Pales-
tinian pursuing studies in psychology in Tel 
Aviv, has permission to travel into the city, 
but must return home to his family at night. 
This situation complicates his already secret 
life as a gay man seeking companionship, 
which Nimr achieves one night when he 
meets Roy (Michael Aloni), a Jewish lawyer. 
Their relationship endangers Nimr in his own 
community, where gay men are both despised 
and considered possible spies who are report-
ing—under threat from Israeli security—on 
Palestinian militants. Even Nimr’s older 
brother casts him out after discovering the 
truth about his sibling’s sexuality, essentially 
putting a target on the young student’s back. 

Mayer effectively contrasts scenes of tension 
and violence with the tenderness that Roy 
and Nimr feel for one another. Recom-
mended. (T. Keogh)

Pacific Rim HH1/2
Warner, 131 min., PG-13, 
DVD: $28.98, Blu-ray/DVD 
Combo: $35.99

Guillermo del Toro’s gi-
ant-robots-vs.-giant-mon-
sters epic adventure begins 
on K-Day, as legions of im-
mense alien creatures known as Kaiju start 
rising from the Pacific Ocean, igniting a 
horrific war in which millions of lives are 
sacrificed and humanity’s resources are 
drained for years. To fight the relentless, 
oppressive behemoths, massive 25-story-tall 
robots, called Jaegers—each with its own 
distinctive design, ability, and personal-
ity—were deployed, controlled by dual pilots 
whose minds are locked in a neural bridge 
(whatever that is). Now, all seems lost…until 
two unlikely and, unfortunately, rather unin-
teresting heroes—former pilot Raleigh Becket 
(Charlie Hunnam) and untested trainee Mako 
Mori (Rinko Kikuchi)—team up to defend 
mankind, maneuvering a legendary but 
seemingly obsolete Jaeger. Pacific Rim wears 
its influences on its high-tech sleeve, includ-
ing Godzilla, Transformers, and Power Rangers. 
Facile, fast-paced, and boasting awesome 
visual effects from Industrial Light & Magic, 
this overlong film towers above the pack on 
eye candy but is short on everything else, 
such as character development and smart 
storytelling. Optional. (S. Granger)

The Painting HH1/2
Cinedigm, 78 min., in French 
w/English subtitles, not rated, 
DVD: $29.95, Blu-ray/DVD 
Combo: $34.95

Jean-François Laguionie’s 
visually striking but slow-
moving animated parable 
about tolerance is more likely to appeal to 
adults than children. The central premise 
is that the figures in an unfinished paint-
ing have divided themselves into castes 
depending on the degree to which they are 
complete. At the top of the social ladder are 
the Alldunns, an arrogant group who live in 
the castle and lord it over the Halfies, who 
are fully drawn but only partially painted. At 
the bottom are the Sketchies, mere bundles 
of lines that the Alldunns enjoy hunting for 
sport. The lines of demarcation are shattered 
when an Aldunn named Ramo falls in love 
with Halfie Claire. After she mysteriously 
disappears, Ramo teams up with Claire’s 
friend Lola in a search for the painter to learn 
why he left his work unfinished. Joined by 
a despondent Sketchie named Quill, they 
venture far from the castle and eventually 
come to the edge of their world, falling out 

of the painting into the artist’s abandoned 
studio. The trio then proceed to enter other 
paintings in pursuit of answers. Although 
The Painting ultimately seems to touch on 
humanity’s attempt to find God, the central 
message is clearly about learning to overlook 
superficial differences. Unfortunately, while 
the film’s cinematic artistry is impressive, its 
didactic points are rather obvious. A strong 
optional purchase. (F. Swietek)

Paranoia HH
Fox, 90 min., PG-13, DVD: 
$29.98, Blu-ray/DVD Combo: 
$39.99, Nov. 19

When ambitious pro-
grammer Adam Cassidy 
(Liam Hemsworth) and 
fellow techies (Lucas Till, 
Angela Sarafyan) are sum-
marily fired after their smartphone-enhanced 
presentation fails to impress head honcho 
Nicolas Wyatt (Gary Oldman), Cassidy takes 
revenge by hosting a party at a trendy bar, 
using his company credit card. The nasty 
Wyatt then summons Cassidy to his heav-
ily-guarded mansion to exact retribution—
namely, blackmail in the form of corporate 
espionage. After considerable coaching in 
executive culture by Wyatt’s icy psycholo-
gist/confidante (Embeth Davidz), Cassidy is 
sent to work for Wyatt’s former mentor/now 
rival Jock Goddard (Harrison Ford) at Eikon 
Corp., with the aim of stealing smartphone 
secrets. Cassidy keeps his illegal and immoral 
assignment a secret from his former security-
guard father (Richard Dreyfuss), who has em-
physema and lives in working-class Brooklyn. 
He also deceives Goddard’s snarky marketing 
director (Amber Heard), whom he’s bedding. 
Predictably, Cassidy is caught in the middle 
of the billionaire tycoons’ ferocious feud, a 
fight that is complicated by the intimidating 
appearance of an FBI agent (Josh Holloway) 
who is determined to uncover the duplicitous 
deception. Based on Joseph Finder’s 2004 
thriller, director Robert Luketic’s Paranoia is 
slick, but also much too simplistic, lacking in 
suspense (or common sense), and incongru-
ously set in Manhattan, rather than Seattle 
or California’s Silicon Valley. Optional, at 
best. (S. Granger)

Passion HH1/2
eOne, 101 min., R, DVD: 
$24.98, Blu-ray: $29.98, Nov. 5

Brian De Palma’s Eng-
lish-language remake of the 
late Alain Corneau’s French 
psychological thriller Love 
Crime hews fairly close to 
the original scenario about a battle between 
two women in the corporate boardroom 
that turns into something disturbingly per-
sonal. But De Palma still makes significant 
alterations—largely setting the tale in a Berlin 
advertising agency, which allows for some 
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cheeky commercials, while also emphasiz-
ing the lesbian undertones that were muted 
in the earlier film. Serving up his trademark 
weird camera angles, elaborate tracking shots, 
and split screens—including an astonishing 
sequence juxtaposing a gruesome murder 
with a ballet performance —De Palma intro-
duces a number of shocks and twists into this 
gleefully overripe story featuring over-the-
top performances from Rachel McAdams as 
high-level exec Christine, and Noomi Rapace 
as newcomer Isabelle, as they engage in a 
power struggle. Passion is ultimately a prime 
example of the proverbial guilty pleasure—an 
essentially bad film that is nonetheless per-
versely enjoyable—one that also represents 
an exhilarating return by De Palma to the 
stylish extravagance of his early career. A 
strong optional purchase. (F. Swietek)

Petunia HHH
Wolfe, 112 min., not rated, 
DVD: $24.95

A pitch-perfect satire 
about a Manhattan family 
that puts the “fun” in dys-
function, Ash Christian’s 
Petunia is a striking comedy 
featuring a sharp and talented cast led by 
the perennially underrated Christine Lahti 
as Felicia Petunia, a psychotherapist in a 
dormant marriage to another shrink (David 
Rasche), watching helplessly as her three 
grown, quirky sons try to cope with the world 
of sex and relationships—for which they are 
woefully ill-prepared. Charlie Petunia (Tobias 
Segal) is gay and abstinent, the latter a life-
style choice that unravels when he meets the 
bisexual George (Michael Urie), who happens 
to be married to the love-starved Robin (Brit-
tany Snow). Charlie’s brother, Michael (Eddie 
Kaye Thomas), has just married the cynical 
Vivian (Thora Birch), who is carrying a child 
that might have been fathered by Charlie 
and Michael’s sex-obsessed brother, Adrian 
(Jimmy Heck). Filmmaker Christian’s darkly 
comic, absurdist tone works precisely because 
it never undercuts the real pathos beneath 
so much family craziness. Recommended. 
(T. Keogh)

Shepard & Dark HHH
Music Box, 89 min., not rated, 
DVD: $29.95

An unusual friendship 
is profiled with insight and 
affection in Treva Wurm-
feld’s engaging documen-
tary Shepard & Dark, in 
which playwright-actor Sam 
Shepard and his longtime pal Johnny Dark 
reminiscence while going through their vo-
luminous decades-long correspondence prior 
to it being deposited in a university archive, 
whose curator believes the letters will be 
invaluable to researchers and perhaps even 
serve as the basis for a book. The men make an 

unlikely pair: while they do share a familial 
bond—Dark was married to the mother of 
Shepard’s first wife—one has become a major 
voice in modern American theatre, while 
the other has been content to live a secluded 
life in a cluttered house in New Mexico. But 
the men hit it off from their first meeting, 
when Dark approached Shepard about one 
of the latter’s early plays (which Dark found 
impenetrable). Shepard laughs freely here at 
his friend’s observations—an atypical reac-
tion from a man who usually comes across 
as stern and reserved. Combining ample 
epistolary excerpts with other archival ma-
terial—including photos and film footage of 
the young Shepard (and his abusive, alcoholic 
father, who had such enormous influence on 
him)—and direct comments from each man, 
Wurmfeld manages to construct a touching 
portrait of a relationship that has witnessed 
both turmoil and warmth. Particularly for 
admirers of Shepard, who has rarely been so 
open about his past, Shepard & Dark will be 
of huge interest, but it also offers a charming 
profile of his “ordinary” pal, making for a 
wry, engaging commentary on the nature of 
friendship itself. Recommended. (F. Swietek)

Simon Killer HH1/2
MPI, 106 min., not rated, DVD: 
$24.98

It takes a long time be-
fore anyone uses the word 
“pathetic” to describe Simon 
Killer’s titular psychopath, 
but for the most part, that 
description is perfect for Simon (Brady 
Corbet)—at least until he proves to be much 
worse in this largely unmoving contempo-
rary noir from director Antonio Campos. A 
young American drifting through Paris after 
a wrenching breakup, Simon is introduced 
while sitting in an unidentified white room, 
telling someone we cannot see intimate de-
tails about the end of his recent relationship. 
Although it seems likely that Simon is speak-
ing to a therapist in a clinic, as the camera 
slowly pulls back and the dialogue switches 
gears, it becomes obvious that Simon’s con-
fidante is essentially a stranger. This moment 
marks the first indication that Simon—a 
paranoid and desperate mama’s boy with a 
core of rage—always expects to find a sympa-
thetic ally to take care of him, an emotional 
strategy that takes a dark turn when Simon 
insinuates himself into the life of a prostitute 
named Victoria (Mati Diop). Looking like 
a sniffling lost puppy, Simon becomes the 
damaged Victoria’s live-in lover and partner 
in an ill-advised scheme to blackmail clients. 
And then he’s off pursuing a “good” girl (Lila 
Salet), and ultimately turning all of Paris into 
a setting for his (eventually violent) psycho-
dramas surrounding women and intimacy. A 
chilly film with a quirky visual approach that 
many will find off-putting, this is an optional 
purchase. (T. Keogh)

The Smurfs 2 HH
Sony, 105 min., PG, DVD: 
$30.99, Blu-ray/DVD Combo: 
$40.99, Dec. 3

Daddy issues abound—
among both humans and 
smurfs—in Raja Gosnell’s 
inevitable sequel to his 2011 
hit featuring the cuddly little blue folk that 
Belgian artist Peyo created more than half a 
century ago. The story finds several smurfs, 
led by Papa Smurf (genially voiced by Jona-
than Winters in his last film role), venturing 
into the “real” world on a mission to deal with 
villainous wizard Gargamel (Hank Azaria), 
who has kidnapped Smurfette (Katy Perry). 
Gargamel intends to compel Smurfette to 
reveal a secret formula that will allow him 
to turn some gray smurf-like critters he’s 
created—the Naughties—into full smurfs 
and then transfer their magical essence into 
his wand in order to conquer the world. 
Gargamel tries to convince Smurfette that 
he’s her real father, while Papa Smurf seeks 
help from his old human pal Patrick (Neil 
Patrick Harris), who is struggling with the 
demands of fatherhood while also resisting 
attempts by his affable stepfather (Brendan 
Gleeson) to build an emotional bond. Lots 
of comic episodes follow, which include one 
character being transformed into a duck for a 
time. Young children may enjoy the slapstick 
Saturday morning cartoon quality of this tale 
that resolves with typical smurf sweetness, 
but most will find this to be insufferably 
bland. Optional, at best. (F. Swietek)

Super Buddies HH1/2
Walt Disney, 81 min., G, DVD: 
$29.99, Blu-ray/DVD Combo: 
$36.99

Somehow, I missed the 
1997 family movie Air Bud 
and, uh, the 12 follow-up 
franchise films. This latest 
addition to the long-running Disney series 
continues the spin-off narrative arc following 
the original talented canine Buddy’s talking 
offspring puppies: Rosebud, Budderball, Mud-
bud, B-Dawg, and Buddha. In this fantasy 
adventure, the young pups and their ‘tween 
owners arrive at the birthday party of comic 
book writer wannabe Bartleby (Trey Loney), 
whose grandfather (John Ratzenberger) has 
pulled out all the stops for a superhero-
themed fun day on their family farm. While 
chatting with other anthropomorphic ani-
mals on a treasure hunt, the pups come across 
a set of magical glowing neck rings that give 
each of the Buddies a special power that is 
developed and used to protect humans (in-
cluding thwarting a thief from stealing an old 
lady’s purse, and a slapsticky scene stopping 
candy store robbers). A parallel plot thread 
follows a rival alien who wants to retrieve 
the special rings; fortunately, Captain Canine 
(voiced by Colin Hanks)—hero of Bartleby’s 
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favorite stories—joins forces with the Buddies 
to try to stop the baddie. A corny, lightweight 
family film, this is a strong optional purchase. 
(J. Williams-Wood)

Triumph of the Wall 
HHH
First Run, 102 min., not rated, 
DVD: $24.95

Eight years in the mak-
ing, Triumph of the Wall is a 
largely comic documentary 
about two intertwined proj-
ects that appear to have no end. One is the 
construction of a stone wall covering 1,000 
feet of an estate in rural Quebec; the other is 
this film itself, which painstakingly captures 
the many ups and downs of a novice stone-
mason’s meticulous labors. Filmmaker Bill 
Stone begins his movie as a short-term shoot 
of artist Chris Overing’s attempt to build 
that wall—made up of freestanding stones 
put together, without mortar, like a jigsaw 
puzzle—over a mere two months, beginning 
in 2001. But it soon becomes apparent that 
Overing has seriously underestimated how 
long it will take to build the wall, placing 
both him and Stone in a quandary about the 
extent of their commitment to something 
with no practical deadline or certain purpose. 
While Overing continues his hard work out 
of a sense of duty that ultimately becomes 
a larger journey, Stone seeks self-clarifica-
tion, questioning why his film matters and 
whether he should be putting so much of 
his life into it. Stone’s self-doubts are often 
comic, and scenes in which he’s standing 
there, camera in hand, offering metaphysi-
cal queries to a guy trying to fit a heavy rock 
into a small space play like something out of 
a Woody Allen movie. A trip to Scotland to 
hang out with a master stonemason doesn’t 
add much, although the arrival of a couple 
of Stone’s friends—who become Overing’s 
whining assistants—contrasts nicely with 
Overing’s constant Zen equanimity. Recom-
mended. (T. Keogh)

Turbo HHH
DreamWorks, 90 min., PG, 
DVD: $29.98, Blu-ray/DVD 
Combo: $38.99, Nov. 12

A tiny garden snail yearns 
to race in the Indy 500 in 
this fast and furious animat-
ed comedy. Daredevil Turbo 
(voiced by Ryan Reynolds) and his cautious, 
older brother, Chet (Paul Giamatti), toil at the 
Tomato Plant. Firmly believing the credo of 
French-Canadian superstar racer Guy Gagné 
(Bill Hader) that “no dream is too big—no 
dreamer too small,” Turbo ventures into the 
outside world, where he’s swept off a freeway 
overpass onto the hood of a sports car. As he’s 
sucked into the air intake valve, nitrous oxide 
explodes every atom of his body, changing 
his molecular structure. Suddenly, Turbo is 

fast (really fast), blazing through the streets of 
Los Angeles’s San Fernando Valley like a neon 
bullet. But then Turbo and Chet are captured 
by Tito (Michael Peña), who—along with his 
brother Angelo (Luis Guzmán)—runs the Dos 
Bros taco truck at the Starlight Plaza strip 
mall. Tito’s hobby is snail-racing, so Turbo 
joins the Racing Snails—Whiplash (Samuel L. 
Jackson), Smoove Move (Snoop Dogg), Burn 
(Maya Rudolph), Skidmark (Ben Schwartz) 
and White Shadow (Mike Bell)—all sporting 
tricked-out shells. With the es-car-goes as his 
pit crew and the financial support of Starlight 
shop owners (Michelle Rodriguez, Ken Jeong, 
Richard Jenkins), the determined underdog 
Turbo ultimately begins his trek to the Indy 
500. Director David Soren’s Turbo is a fun-
filled adventure for adrenaline junkies of all 
ages. Recommended. (S. Granger)

Twixt HH1/2
Fox, 88 min., R, DVD: $22.98, 
Blu-ray: $29.99

The fact that Francis Ford 
Coppola’s glory days are 
long behind him is evident 
in this genuinely ridiculous 
horror movie that offers a 
visual feast but narrative famine. A bloated, 
sleepy Val Kilmer stars as Hall Baltimore, an 
author whom one character dismisses as a 
third-rate Stephen King. On a low-rent book 
tour for his latest potboiler about witches, 
Hall drives into little Swan Valley, sets up 
his table in a hardware store, and sells nada. 
But he’s approached by the goofy sheriff 
(Bruce Dern) to collaborate on a book about 
a local serial killer, and that same night he’s 
visited by the pale apparition of a murdered 
girl (Elle Fanning), who was apparently one 
of the victims. Hall is also accosted by the 
spirit of Edgar Allan Poe (Ben Chaplin)—who 
encourages the author to take up the yarn, 
offering some advice about structuring the 
mystery—and even further visitations add 
what appear to be vampires to the brew. 
While there are some haunting images in the 
dream sequences, the only real interest af-
forded by the ludicrous plot lies in its vaguely 
autobiographical elements: Coppola devises 
an ending here revolving around the writer’s 
grief and guilt over the loss of his child in a 
boating accident that is eerily reminiscent of 
the death of Coppola’s own son Gian-Carlo 
in 1986. Optional. (F. Swietek)

Unit 7 HHH
Kino Lorber, 95 min., in 
Spanish, English & French 
w/English subtitles, not rated, 
DVD: $29.95

Alberto Rodríguez’s po-
lice thriller is set in Seville 
during the years 1987-1992, 
when the Spanish city fathers prepared for 
the 1992 World Exposition. Anxious to make 
a good international impression, the authori-

ties set up a special plainclothes squad tasked 
with ridding the urban core of drug dealing 
and prostitution, giving the titular four-man 
unit wide latitude to do their job. Unit 7 fo-
cuses on two of the men: Rafael (Antonio de 
la Torre), a religion-obsessed brute with an 
explosive temper who treats suspects very 
roughly, and boyish rookie Ángel (Mario 
Casas), who becomes equally volatile after 
he starts taking some of the drugs collected 
during busts. Although the team wins some 
popular fame, they become increasingly 
corrupt and reckless, allowing themselves 
to be drawn into areas where crime kingpins 
hold sway and they consequently suffer 
humiliation. Meanwhile, Rafael’s sensitive 
side leads him to take young addict Lucia 
(Lucia Guerrero) into his home in an effort 
to rehabilitate her, a move that goes awry. 
Ultimately, there will be an investigation of 
the squad’s methods that merely illustrates 
how quickly politicians will turn those who 
have done their dirty work into scapegoats 
in order to save their own skins. Unit 7 may 
follow a familiar trajectory in its tale of how 
absolute power corrupts absolutely, but the 
unusual setting, naturalistic acting, and 
Rodríguez’s intense direction make this an 
exciting (if relentlessly cynical) ride. Recom-
mended. (F. Swietek)

The Unspeakable Act 
HHH
Cinema Guild, 91 min., not 
rated, DVD: $29.95

A fascinating drama that 
brings to mind J.D. Salinger’s 
short stories about the Glass 
family, The Unspeakable Act 
adds a psychological complication to a famil-
iar tale about a closely-bonded brother and 
sister. Seventeen-year-old Jackie (Tallie Medel) 
has an enormous emotional dependence on 
her older brother, Matthew (Sky Hirschkron), 
who loves his sister but is more wary of any 
incestuous possibilities. Living in a fatherless 
home with a somewhat detached, introverted 
mother and a restless sister, Jackie and Mat-
thew spend many private moments together, 
asking each other probing questions. The 
sexual vibe between them is always on the 
surface but is rarely acknowledged; rather, the 
dominant emotion for Jackie is closer to grief 
since Matthew is spending his final summer 
at home before going off to college. Writer-
director Dan Sallitt concentrates on Jackie’s 
bumpy transition to a life less-defined by her 
relationship with Matthew, one pulling her 
toward a new freedom that she doesn’t neces-
sarily want. Losing her virginity to a random 
boy and entering psychotherapy around the 
same time, Jackie seems disengaged yet also 
open to new, uncertain challenges. Sallitt’s 
quirky, intelligent character study deftly cap-
tures a period in which adolescents practice at 
adulthood before adulthood actually arrives. 
Recommended. (T. Keogh)
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Violeta Went to Heaven 
HHH
Kino Lorber, 110 min., in 
Spanish & French w/English 
subtitles, not rated, DVD: 
$29.95

Andrés Wood’s biographi-
cal portrait of the life of 
Chilean folk singer and artist Violeta Parra 
dances through time in a fractured chronol-
ogy. One minute, Violeta (Francisca Gavilán) 
is wandering through the Andes in search of 
a legendary singer, the next she’s watching 
her unstable father perform in a rural bar; 
years later, she’s reflecting on her career in 
a television interview (Wood recreates a 
1962 broadcast). After her widowed father 
dies, Violeta sings on the streets, while her 
brothers and sisters beg for change. As they 
grow older, the siblings play music together, 
but Violeta eventually strikes out on her own 
to bring the songs of the people to listeners 
around the world. While on tour in Poland, 
Violeta loses an infant child, but instead of 
returning home she remains in Europe for 
another two years while her husband man-
ages the household. Time passes, and the 
now divorced Violeta shacks up with a Swiss 
musician in Paris. When she finally returns 
to Chile, Violeta manages her own venue, but 
the townspeople gradually lose interest, and 
her confidence dwindles in conjunction with 
her income. Although Wood’s puzzle-piece 
structure staves off the sense of familiarity 
common to most biopics, it lessens audi-
ence identification with the lead character. 
Fortunately, Gavilán’s strong performance 
ultimately makes this a dramatically fulfilling 
film. Recommended. (K. Fennessy)

The Wall HHH1/2
Music Box, 108 min., in 
German w/English subtitles, not 
rated, DVD: $29.95

Martina Gedeck plays the 
unnamed “Frau” who takes 
a trip to the Austrian coun-
tryside—only to become 
stuck there, seemingly forever—in this sci-fi 
survival film by Julian Pölsler. As Frau nar-
rates her plight in the journals she keeps, the 
story alternates between the present and a few 
years into the future. On Frau’s first day at the 
hunting lodge, her friends, Hugo and Luise, 
make a trip into town, leaving her with their 
dog, Lynx. By nightfall, the couple have not 
returned, but the following day when Frau 
sets out to find them, she is confronted by 
an invisible wall that prevents her leaving. 
And while she can see a neighboring couple 
through the wall, they appear to be frozen 
in time. Once she accepts the limited dimen-
sions of her Alpine world, Frau must find ways 
to survive. When she chances upon a cat and 
a cow, she gains—respectively—a companion 
and a source of food. She also learns to hunt, 
but never questions the provenance of the 

wall (nor does Pölsler fill in any details about 
her past). Based on a novel by Marlen Haush-
ofer, The Wall leaves specific readings open to 
interpretation: Frau’s isolation could represent 
depression, pre-unification Germany, or post-
apocalyptic Earth. Sci-fi scenario aside, Pölsler 
prioritizes character over plot, and Gedeck 
turns in a mesmerizingly subtle performance. 
Highly recommended. (K. Fennessy)

War of the Buttons HH
Anchor Bay, 87 min., in French 
w/English subtitles, PG-13, 
DVD: $24.98

The handsome but rud-
derless French film War of 
the Buttons is the latest in a 
long string of movies—in-
cluding Yves Robert’s 1962 international hit 
anti-war rendition, and a charming 1994 
adaptation set in Ireland—based on a 1912 
novel by Louis Pergaud about feuding boys 
from rival villages. This new version, situated 
in 1940s France during the Nazi occupation, 
combines a coming-of-age love story with a 
Lord of the Flies-like scenario—all set against 
brewing tensions between the French Resis-
tance and Vichy collaborators over a Jewish 
girl in the village of Longeverne. The story’s 
fundamental hook, a territorial struggle be-
tween the boys of Longeverne and those of 
the nearby village of Velrans, occupies a lot 
of screen time, played both for laughs and 
would-be mini-tragedy, yet writer-director 
Christophe Barratier can’t seem to do much 
with the tale besides raising the level of anger 
and violence. Meanwhile, as if in a parallel 
universe, the film follows Jewish schoolgirl 
Violette (Ilona Bachelier), who has arrived in 
Longeverne under a false identity. In time, 
a local rebel (Jean Texier) and others will 
conspire to save her from the Vichy, but that 
compelling drama—which ultimately heals 
frayed relationships and identifies Resistance 
heroes—comes very late, more of a lost op-
portunity than a satisfying resolution. Not a 
necessary purchase. (T. Keogh)

The Way Way Back 
HHH
Fox, 104 min., PG-13, DVD: 
$29.98, Blu-ray: $39.99

Filmmakers Nat Faxon 
and Jim Rash’s uplifting, 
endearing, coming-of-age 
comedic drama revolves 
around disgruntled, 14-year-old Duncan 
(Liam James), who is forced to spend the 
summer at a Cape Cod beach house with his 
divorced mother Pam (Toni Collette), her 
smarmy boyfriend Trent (Steve Carell), and 
Trent’s snarky daughter (Zoe Levin) from a 
previous marriage. As Duncan is riding in 
the way way back rear-facing seat of their 
old ‘70s station wagon, domineering Trent 
immediately ignites his ire by demanding 

that the reclusive teenager rank himself on a 
scale of one-to-ten. When Duncan mumbles 
“Six,” Trent says that is about double his own 
evaluation. Not a great start for a relationship 
with a perhaps about-to-be stepdad. Seeking 
refuge from the continual partying of Pam, 
Trent, and their boozy buddies (Allison Jan-
ney, Amanda Peet, Rob Corddry), Duncan 
sneaks off on a borrowed bike to spend time 
at Water Wizz, a nearby amusement park run 
by explosive, weirdly gregarious Owen (Sam 
Rockwell), who hires him for the summer 
and becomes the mentor/father-figure he so 
desperately needs. Along with his co-work-
ers (Maya Rudolph, Nat Faxon, Jim Rash), 
Duncan also makes friends with an ami-
able neighbor (AnnaSophia Robb). Rockwell 
delivers the most memorable performance 
here, ably supported by the adolescent cast. 
A bittersweet, heartwarming delight, this is 
recommended. (S. Granger)

We Steal Secrets: The 
Story of WikiLeaks 
HHH
Universal, 130 min., R, DVD: 
$19.98

Oscar-winning filmmaker 
Alex Gibney’s documentary 
about Julian Assange and 
his famous secrets-leaking website is a tale 
of hubris in which two parties are guilty: 
Assange and the U.S. government. We Steal 
Secrets (the title hails from ex-CIA director 
Michael Hayden, proudly referring to the effi-
ciency of America’s wide-ranging clandestine 
operations) chronicles the story of Assange’s 
adeptness in disseminating top-secret mate-
rial about the Iraq war and a huge cache 
of State Department documents that were 
embarrassing to Washington. The damage 
Assange caused led to serious blowback, some 
of it (according to his defenders) conspirato-
rial in nature, but Assange’s own reaction to 
the attacks wound up undermining both his 
own personal reputation and that of his orga-
nization. The film’s narrative fundamentally 
presents a biography of Assange, from his days 
as youthful hacker in Australia up through his 
contemporary flight to evade charges of sexual 
harassment in Sweden. Assange emerges as 
a contradictory character who argues for 
absolute transparency but resorts to extraor-
dinary means to suppress the truth about 
himself. Interwoven throughout is the story of 
WikiLeaks, a sad tale of a high-minded move-
ment brought down by one man’s inflated 
self-regard. A third strand focuses on Bradley 
Manning, the troubled U.S. army intelligence 
analyst who provided the data on the Iraq War 
to WikiLeaks; his story is intertwined with 
that of Adrian Lamo, the hacker Manning 
trusted (but who ultimately turned him in). 
Gibney deftly stitches these aspects together 
to tell a complicated story that, with the re-
cent case of Edward Snowden, continues to 
resonate. Recommended. (F. Swietek)
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Aitana, Pierrick, Jorge and Rita are all 
in their twenties and looking for ways 
to make their nights in the city of 
Madrid a little less lonely. Set against 
a background of drugs, sex, multiple 
partners and differing sexualities, 
Longing Nights follows the individual 
stories of these young people. A stories of these young people. A 
candid portrait of four relationships 
highly loaded with eroticism from 
beginning to end.

Pablo, a shy teenager, meets Marco, 
who is a few years older than him. 
Together they go on an impromptu Together they go on an impromptu 
road trip to the Mexican desert, a trip 
that will make them face what they 
mean to each other. This experience 
will turn Pablo's life around: his points 
of view, his strength and his own 
sexuality.
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In the 90s, Laurence tells his girlfriend 
Fred that he wants to become a woman. 
In spite of the odds, in spite of each 
other, they confront the prejudices of 
their friends, ignore the council of their 
families, and brave the phobias of the 
society they offend. For 10 years, they try 
to to live through this transition, and 
embark on an epic journey which, unbe-
knownst to them, may cost Fred and 
Laurence themselves and each other
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When many people think 
of Israel, it is often in terms 
of modern war or ancient 
religion. But there is much 
more to the Jewish state 
then missiles and prayers. 
In his debut as a 
ddocumentary  lmmaker, 
adult- lm entrepreneur 
and political columnist 
Michael Lucas examines a 
side of Israel that is too 
often overlooked: its 
thriving gay community.

This stylish, fast-paced 
romantic thriller follows 
the  trials and tribula-
tions of three seemingly 
unconnected sets of 
young people in Belfast 
on New Year’s Eve.   
Gradually, the links beGradually, the links be-
tween them are revealed  
as fate takes a hand in a 
night of fast talk, acci-
dents and intrigue.

Street Date: 11/26/13 Street Date: 11/26/13 
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We’re the Millers HH
Warner, 110 min., R, DVD: 
$28.98, Blu-ray/DVD Combo: 
$35.99, Nov. 19

After his stash is stolen, 
small-time Denver drug 
dealer David Clark (Jason 
Sudeikis) is desperate to 
avoid the wrath of his distributor/buddy 
(Ed Helms). When he’s offered $100,000 
to smuggle marijuana across the Mexican 
border, David decides his best disguise 
is to be an RV-driving father with an all-
American family. So he recruits Rose O’Reilly 
(Jennifer Aniston), the stripper-next-door, 
along with nerdy, naïve neighbor Kenny 
(Will Poulter), and Casey (Emma Roberts), 
a sullen runaway. Hobbled by a hackneyed 
script, director Rawson Marshall Thurber’s 
We’re the Millers features a stereotypical drug 
lord (Tomer Sisley), his henchman (Matthew 
Willig), and a horny cop (Luis Guzmán). 
Although as a strait-laced Christian couple 
whose marriage could use some sexual spice, 
scene-stealing Nick Offerman and Kathryn 
Hahn add much needed humor. Unfortu-
nately, each would-be subversive set-piece in 
this formulaic road trip is utterly predictable, 
as is the sappy conclusion. Optional, at best. 
(S. Granger)

White House Down 
HHH
Sony, 132 min., PG-13, DVD: 
$30.99, Blu-ray/DVD Combo: 
$40.99, Nov. 5

It’s déjà vu all over again 
in director Roland Emm-
erich’s White House Down, 
which—just like this year’s Olympus Has 
Fallen—finds terrorists invading the White 
House and an aspiring Secret Service agent 
stepping up to save the day. But the charac-
ters at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue here are 
far more fully developed and interesting 
in a film that also boasts humor and heart. 
Ex-Marine John Cale (Channing Tatum) has 
been turned down for his dream job of join-
ing the President’s Secret Service detail. But 
during a White House tour with his preteen 
daughter, Emily (Joey King), armed mili-
tants take over, after which Cale must save 
Emily, President James Sawyer (Jamie Foxx), 
and the country. Foxx obviously models his 
POTUS on the current incumbent, giving 
Tatum most of the derring-do here. Memo-
rable supporting performances are turned 
in by Maggie Gyllenhaal, Richard Jenkins, 
Jason Clarke, and James Woods. While the 
graphic destruction of treasured national 
monuments exploits Americans’ terror-
ism paranoia (and here tweaks a growing 
suspicion of defense contractors and the 
military/industrial complex), these CGI 
scenes of spectacular demolition are the 
bread and butter of escapist action-adven-
tures. Fortunately, this one also boasts some 
personality. Recommended. (S. Granger)

The Wolverine HH1/2
Fox, 127 min., PG-13, DVD: 
$29.98, Blu-ray/DVD Combo: 
$39.98, Dec. 3

Set in Japan, this latest 
film based on a popular 
X-Men comic book char-
acter benefits from the 
charismatic ferocity of a buffed-up Hugh 
Jackman as the titular indestructible, mut-
ton-chopped, metal-clawed mutant. Logan 
(aka Wolverine) is alone in the Yukon wil-
derness, where he is haunted by tortured 
dreams about Jean Grey (Famke Janssen), 
the woman he loved and killed. One night 
in a bar, Logan takes revenge on a cowardly 
hunter who poisoned a grizzly bear, and 
he’s accosted by Yukio (Rila Fukushima), 
a mysterious, sword-wielding martial 
artist who has been dispatched by Tokyo 
industrialist Shingen Yashida (Hiroyuki 
Sanada), whose life Logan saved at a POW 
camp during the 1945 bombing of Nagasaki 
at the end of WWII. Yashida is dying and 
wishes to bid a final farewell—or, at least, 
that’s what Logan is told; actually, Yashida 
covets Logan’s immortality, precipitat-
ing a family feud when Yakuza gangsters 
threaten Yashida’s granddaughter, Mariko 
(Tao Okamoto), who has been designated to 
take over his empire. Brooding, glowering 
Logan is determined to protect Mariko not 
only from the mob, but also from her ava-
ricious father, ambitious fiancé, and Viper 
(Svetlana Khodchenkova), a mutant geneti-
cist. Director James Mangold stages several 
spectacular action sequences, including one 
atop a speeding bullet train, where bands of 
ninja warriors swoop in for an ambush. Not 
quite in the same league with the flagship 
X-Men movies, this will still appeal to fans 
and should be considered a strong optional 
purchase. (S. Granger)

World War Z HH1/2
Paramount, 115 min., PG-13, 
DVD: $30.99, Blu-ray/DVD 
Combo: $40.99

If it weren’t propelled 
by Brad Pitt’s star power, 
World War Z would be just 
another apocalyptic sci-fi 
zombie thriller with massive special ef-
fects. Pitt plays Gerry Lane, a heroic U.N. 
troubleshooter who winds up saving the 
planet from a global pandemic. Not that 
he really wants to; in fact, Lane would 
rather stay home with his wife (Mireille 
Enos) and daughters. But when ravenous 
zombies attack, turning Philadelphia and 
other cities into urban disaster areas and 
collapsing the entire social structure, the 
only way that the U.S. military will shelter 
Lane’s family on an aircraft carrier off the 
East Coast is if Gerry agrees to accompany 
a Harvard epidemiologist to South Korea, 
where the virus may have originated. 
When that mission fails, Lane teams up 

with an Israeli soldier (Daniella Kertesz) 
as the quest for the cure takes him to the 
spectacular siege of walled-in Jerusalem, 
and then to a World Health Organization 
lab in Cardiff, Wales. Loosely based on a 
2006 novel by Max Brooks, director Marc 
Forster’s adaptation is a choppy, stilted, 
CGI-heavy flick, with Pitt doing the generic 
noble-white-man-saves-the-world bit, while 
Enos nervously clutches a cell phone and 
hugs the children. Regardless, this is sure 
to be popular, and should be considered a 
strong optional purchase. (S. Granger)

The World’s End HHH
Universal, 109 min., R, DVD: 
$29.98, Blu-ray/DVD Combo: 
$34.98, Nov. 19

This is the latest entry 
in a series of silly, styl-
ized, slapstick British com-
edies—including 2004’s 
Shaun of the Dead and 2007’s Hot Fuzz—di-
rected by Edgar Wright and starring Simon 
Pegg and Nick Frost. In The World’s End, 
five former high-school friends decide to 
reunite and complete an epic pub crawl that 
they initially attempted 20 years ago. Wear-
ing the same trench coat and black Sisters 
of Mercy T-shirt, and driving the same car, 
middle-aged yet still immature man/child 
Gary King (Pegg) is the instigator. Gary 
recruits sensible, 16-years-sober corporate 
lawyer Andy (Frost), whose friendship he 
had jeopardized; pretentious real-estate 
agent Oliver (Martin Freeman); mild-
mannered, married Peter (Eddie Marsan); 
and fun-loving, divorced architect Steven 
(Paddy Considine) to quaff a pint in all 12 
pubs on the Golden Mile of Newton Haven, 
with the aim of finishing their marathon 
at the aptly named The World’s End. But 
there are sinister, sci-fi complications afoot 
in their old hometown: the pubs are now 
identical—with fake ale/lagers on tap—and 
the residents have been replaced by alien 
robots. Have these five musketeers become 
the human race’s last chance for survival? 
Aficionados of the earlier spoofs will likely 
find this apocalyptic British romp to be 
amusing, fast-paced fun—a kind of goofy 
riff on Invasion of the Body Snatchers. Recom-
mended. (S. Granger)

Visit Video Librarian Online (www.
videolibrarian.com) during November 
and December for DVD/Blu-ray-specific 
comments added to the video movies 
reviewed here, as well as new reviews, 
including 2 Guns, The Conjuring, Gimme 
the Loot, Girl Most Likely, Grown Ups 2, A 
Hijacking, Just Like a Woman, Man of Steel, 
Planes, Renoir, and much more!
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3 Businessmen HHH
Microcinema, 81 min., not 
rated, DVD: $19.99

Making its DVD debut, 
this 1998 feature from Brit-
ish cult director Alex Cox 
unfolds its dream logic 
plot at a leisurely pace, 
beginning with two international art deal-
ers—Frank King (played by Cox himself) 
and Bennie Reyes (Miguel Sandoval)—ar-
riving in Liverpool on business. When 
the hotel staff vanishes during dinner, the 
pair wander the strangely depopulated city 
(which is allegedly losing residents because 
of the new Internet economy) looking for a 
meal. Their search mysteriously takes them 
further and further afield, to Rotterdam, 
Tokyo, Hong Kong, and finally to a desert 
village, where they meet a third business-
man, Leroy Jasper (Robert Wisdom)…and 
the story’s punch-line. Heavy on freeform 
dialogue, 3 Businessmen is a bit of a one-
joke narrative, but it’s a fairly witty film, 
although not in the same league as Cox’s 
better-known works such as Repo Man and 
Sid and Nancy. DVD extras include a behind-
the-scenes featurette that is essentially a 
short skit with the main actors (still more 
or less in character) discussing their “puz-
zling” film. Recommended. (C. Cassady)

Angel and the Badman 
HHH
Olive, 100 min., not rated, Blu-
ray: $29.95

John Wayne generally 
gave his f inest per for-
mances under the direc-
tion of John Ford and Howard Hawks, 
but his turn in this 1947 Western also 
numbers among his best roles. Wayne plays 
gunfighter Quirt Evans, a wanted man 
who is wounded on a mission of revenge 
and nursed back to health by an innocent 
Quaker girl named Penelope (Gail Russell), 
who tries to redeem him. Written and 
directed by Wayne’s buddy, James Edward 
Grant, in John Ford’s backyard of Monu-
ment Valley, Angel and the Badman was the 
first motion picture to come from Wayne’s 
own production company. Set in the fron-
tier Quaker culture, this gentle and rich 
character study remains one of Wayne’s 
sweetest and most touching dramas, and 
while it was a box-office disappointment 
at the time of its release, the film has aged 
well and become a favorite among Wayne 
fans. Like many independent productions 
of the era, this one fell into the public 
domain years ago and has been previously 
released on home video in editions created 
from poor film prints. Olive’s new version 
on DVD and Blu-ray—remastered from 
a 35mm vault print—looks significantly 
better than earlier releases. Recommended. 
(S. Axmaker)

Annika Bengtzon: Crime 
Reporter, Episodes 1-3 
HHH
MHz, 3 discs, 270 min., in 
Swedish w/English subtitles, not 
rated, DVD: $39.95

This sleek and stylish 
Swedish TV series, based 
on the bestselling novels by Liza Marklund 
and set in the beautiful canal city of Stock-
holm, isn’t exactly a traditional gritty urban 
crime drama. Newspaper reporter Annika 
Bengtzon’s (Malin Crépin) good looks and icy 
stares make for effortless sex appeal, and the 
tabloid rag she scribbles for seems to assign 
her to investigate all of the city’s messiest 
criminal mysteries. Over the course of the 
three feature-length 2012 episodes compiled 
here, Annika witnesses a murder at the Nobel 
Prize banquet and soon finds herself the 
target of a lethal CIA assassin; pries into the 
death of a local TV personality; and goes un-
dercover working as a roulette girl in a local 
strip club to investigate the rape and killing 
of an exotic dancer. If that isn’t enough to 
deal with, Annika also has husband Thomas 
(Richard Ulfsäter) and the kids at home. 
When she’s not engaged in some petty spat 
with her bland spouse, Annika is usually be-
ing hounded or reprimanded in some way 
by her old-school male bosses, or chastised 
by the local police chief, who sees little dif-
ference between reporters and criminals. 
The layered plots here are imaginative, as we 
watch Annika constantly risk life and limb 
to save her thankless career and shaky pro-
fessional reputation. Annika Bengtzon: Crime 
Reporter, Episodes 4-6 is also newly available. 
Recommended. (M. Sandlin)

The Awful Dr. Orlof 
HHH
Kino Lorber, 86 min., in French 
w/English subtitles, not rated, 
DVD: $24.95, Blu-ray: $29.95

A minor classic of Euro-
pean horror cinema, this 
1962 film by Spanish cult 
director Jesús “Jess” Franco borrows liberally 
from Georges Franju’s lyrical Eyes Without 
a Face, although it plays less as a poetic 
nightmare and more as a spooky Universal 
horror movie with a sadistic streak. German 
actor Howard Vernon stars as the titular 
mad scientist, kidnapping and killing young 
music-hall beauties—with the help of a blind, 
bug-eyed psycho murderer named Morpho 
(Ricardo Valle)—so he can use their skin to 
repair the scarred face of his daughter. Franco 
pushes the limits of Spain’s 1960s censorship 
laws here, while also applying off-kilter shots 
and a gloomy fog-bound atmosphere to his 
gorgeous locations (elegantly lensed in black-
and-white by cinematographer Godofredo 
Pacheco). The Awful Dr. Orlof remains one of 
the best-known offerings from the otherwise 
disreputable Franco, a cult director with over 

100 productions to his credit. Remastered 
from an archival 35mm print of the French 
edition (the English-dubbed version is also 
included), extras include audio commentary 
by film critic Tim Lucas, behind-the-scenes 
featurettes, an archival interview with 
Franco, and a photo gallery. Recommended. 
(S. Axmaker)

Bates Motel: Season One 
HHH
Universal, 434 min., not rated, 
DVD: 3 discs, $44.98; Blu-ray: 
2 discs, $49.98

This A&E series is a pre-
quel to Alfred Hitchcock’s 
Psycho, albeit one set in the 
modern world. Vera Farmiga is Norma 
Bates, a widow who buys a failing motel in 
foreclosure. Norma dominates her teenage 
son, Norman (Freddie Highmore), a socially 
awkward but endearing young man who 
unexpectedly charms the local girls with 
his nice-boy naïveté. Norma is mercurial, 
unstable, and impulsive—killing a man in 
the first episode (in sort-of self-defense) 
and enlisting Norman to help her hide the 
evidence, which lays the groundwork for 
major psychological dysfunction down the 
road. Although most viewers already know 
a thing or two about Norman Bates, Bates 
Motel smartly twists expectations, creating 
bigger and more interesting mysteries with 
intriguing characters —from Norman’s older, 
very protective half-brother (Max Thieriot), 
to the amorous deputy (Mike Vogel) who 
helps Norma cover up the killing but also 
keeps evidence to maintain his hold on her, to 
a suspicious sheriff (Nestor Carbonell) whose 
place in the story isn’t yet clear. Compiling 
all 10 episodes from the 2013 debut season 
on DVD and Blu-ray, extras include deleted 
scenes, and a panel discussion with the cast 
and creators. Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

A Bay of Blood HH1/2
Kino, 84 min., not rated, DVD: 
$24.95, Blu-ray: $29.95

During his lifetime, Ma-
rio Bava was essentially dis-
missed as a journeyman 
director, but following his 
death in 1980, the Italian 
filmmaker’s oeuvre—particularly his giallo 
films—have not only been praised as extraor-
dinary exercises in style, but their influence 
(for good or ill) has been enormous. Bava’s 
1971 Reazione a catena—which literally 
translates as Chain Reaction—has had various 
English titles, including Carnage and Twitch 
of the Death Nerve, as well as A Bay of Blood. 
The story itself is little more than a series of 
extravagantly staged murders, beginning 
with the throttling of an elegant lady in a 
wheelchair, immediately followed by the 
knifing of her killer. The slaughter is tied to an 
inheritance battle over the woman’s lakeside 
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property, but the flimsy, illogical plot here is 
merely an excuse for a continuous stream of 
death scenes, all imaginatively staged and 
shot in the lurid creamy pastels that Bava 
favored. A Bay of Blood is not a particularly 
good thriller, but it did serve as a model for 
American slasher movies, from 1978’s Hal-
loween through the Friday the 13th series, and 
their scads of imitators. Kino’s new release on 
DVD and Blu-ray offers a vast improvement 
over earlier versions, with a newly mastered 
high-definition transfer that recovers much 
of the original’s striking look, along with 
an improved soundtrack. Extras include the 
European release version of the film in Italian 
(although the print is inferior), and an audio 
commentary by Bava biographer Tim Lucas. 
For historical as well as cinematic reasons, 
this should be considered a strong optional 
purchase. (F. Swietek)

Betty Boop: The Essential 
Collection, Volume 1 
HHH
Olive, 84 min., not rated, DVD: 
$24.95, Blu-ray: $29.95

Betty Boop was the “It” 
girl of 1930s cartoons and 
reigning sex symbol of early 
animation—a kewpie doll with big eyes, a 
peek-a-boo garter belt, a baby-doll figure (and 
voice to match), and oodles of boop-oop-a-
doop sex appeal. Produced by Max Fleischer 
and directed by his brother, Dave Fleischer, 
the Betty Boop cartoons sport a bizarre sense 
of the absurd, as viewers will see in this set 
of 12 newly-remastered shorts previously 
unavailable on home video. Although Betty 
Boop debuted in 1930, most of the cartoons 
here date from 1932 to 1934, with Mae Ques-
tel, Bonnie Poe, and Ann Little voicing the 
character. Two are mixes of live-action and 
animation: Chess Nuts (1932), in which Betty 
is the black queen in a chess game; and Betty 
Boop’s Rise to Fame (1934), with producer Max 
Fleischer playing himself and Cab Calloway 
as an uncredited but unmistakable guest 
voice. Other entries include Betty Boop for 
President, Betty Boop’s Bamboo Isle, and Betty 
Boop, M.D. (all 1932); Betty Boop’s Penthouse, 
Betty Boop’s Birthday Party, Betty Boop’s May 
Party, and Betty Boop’s Halloween Party (all 
1933); Betty Boop’s Trial and Betty Boop’s Life 
Guard (both 1934), and The Foxy Hunter (1937). 
Betty’s buddy Koko the Clown and her ador-
able pet dog Pudgy are along for the fun in 
most of these shorts. Whether these are the 
“essential” Betty Boop selections is debatable, 
but these new editions are much sharper than 
any previously available BB cartoon compila-
tions. A second set, Betty Boop: The Essential 
Collection, Volume 2, is also newly available. 
Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Blandings: Series 1 HHH
Acorn, 2 discs, 182 min., not rated, DVD: $39.99

Bowing on the BBC at the beginning of this 

year, Blandings is adapted 
from the perennially popu-
lar “Blandings Castle” sto-
ries by P.G. Wodehouse, the 
venerable dean of fictional 
British wit. Wodehouse 
wrote the Blandings stories 
from 1915 until his death 
(at age 92) in 1975, guaranteeing a stockpile 
of material for future episodes, which is great 
news for fans of this series, blessed as it is by 
the casting of Timothy Spall (“Wormtail” in 
the Harry Potter films) as the pleasantly plump 
Lord Clarence Threepwood, 9th Earl of Ems- 
worth, and Jennifer Saunders as his snooty 
sister, Constance. The pair live in the slightly 
shabby Blandings Castle, where Clarence 
simply wishes to enjoy his leisurely lifestyle 
in peace, but Constance exhibits disapproval 
and delivers constant threats of violence, 
typically involving the unconventional 
use of eating utensils. They share the castle 
with a constant flow of friends, family, and 
staff, including their seasoned butler, Beach 
(Mark Williams), and Clarence’s bumbling 
idiot of a son, Freddie (Jack Farthing), who is 
on the lookout for his next girlfriend while 
crashing cars into the same tree with alarm-
ing frequency. Despite ample screen time 
devoted to Clarence’s prized show-pig, the 
prodigiously flatulent “Empress,” Blandings 
is ultimately more amusing than laugh-out-
loud funny, and Wodehouse purists have 
complained about the casting, too-broad 
humor (compared to Wodehouse’s trademark 
subtlety), and liberties taken with the stories. 
But this is still an appealing family-friendly 
series (porcine fart jokes notwithstanding) 
that combines rapid-fire dialogue, slapstick, 
and sight gags. Compiling all six episodes 
from the debut season, this is recommended. 
(J. Shannon)

Blood and Sand HH1/2
Fox, 125 min., not rated, Blu-
ray: $24.99

Tyrone Power was at the 
peak of his popularity when 
he starred in producer Dar-
ryl F. Zanuck’s ornate but 
plodding 1941 sound-and-color remake of 
Rudolph Valentino’s 1922 silent film. Power 
plays brash, arrogant matador Juan Gallardo, 
whose meteoric rise in the bullring ends when 
he’s lured by a wealthy noblewoman away 
from his faithful wife into a life of frivolity 
and debt. Director Rouben Mamoulian seems 
more interested in the visuals than in bring-
ing much dramatic urgency to the creaky 
plot. The result is beautiful—individual shots 
resemble the paintings of El Greco, Velásquez, 
and Goya that Mamoulian used as models, 
and the Technicolor image on this Blu-ray 
restoration is positively luminous (highlight-
ing the work of Oscar-winning cinematog-
raphers Ernest Palmer and Ray Rennahan). 
But the film itself is overlong and sluggish 

(with too many musical interludes that even 
further slow the pace), and Power’s one-note 
performance quickly grows tiresome, while 
Rita Hayworth is ludicrously miscast as the 
seductive Spanish siren, Dona Sol. On the 
other hand, Linda Darnell is appealing as 
the bullfighter’s long-suffering wife, Car-
men; and the supporting cast, including Alla 
Nazimova as the hero’s mother and Anthony 
Quinn, John Carradine, J. Carrol Naish, Laird 
Cregar, and George Reeves in smaller roles, 
adds some zest to the proceedings. Extras 
include an audio commentary by cinema-
tographer Richard Crudo. A strong optional 
purchase. (F. Swietek)

Boardwalk Empire: The 
Complete Third Season 
HHH
HBO, 720 min., TV-MA, DVD: 
5 discs, $59.99; Blu-ray: 7 
discs, $79.98

The 2012 third season of 
HBO’s Boardwalk Empire ush-
ers in 1922 with the introduction of sadistic 
gangster Gyp Rosetti (Bobby Cannavale) and 
a new set of power struggles. Although Atlan-
tic City impresario Nucky Thompson (Steve 
Buscemi) has streamlined his bootlegging 
operations, Gyp’s attempts to muscle in lead 
to all-out war. On the domestic front, Nucky’s 
wife, Margaret (Kelly Macdonald), publicly 
supports him but prefers to spend personal 
time with his assistant, Slater (Charlie Cox), 
while Nucky’s brother, Eli (Shea Whigham), 
returns from prison gaunt and desperate, 
forced to move bottles of hooch for bowler-
sporting Mickey (Paul Sparks). Following the 
death of his parents, young Tommy Darmody 
(played by Connor and Brady Noon) lives 
with his opportunistic grandmother, Gillian 
(Gretchen Mol), who runs a gentleman’s club, 
which is where Richard Harrow (Jack Huston) 
looks after Tommy—at least when Harrow 
isn’t putting his sharpshooting skills to use. 
The 12 new episodes of Boardwalk Empire 
compiled here are bursting with plot, but not 
everything works, such as the misadventures 
of former federal agent Nelson Van Alden 
(Michael Shannon), who segues from door-
to-door salesman to distiller (his storyline 
is stranded from the central narrative for 
too long, although he does finally connect 
with Al Capone). The massacre in the finale 
serves to sort out the not-completely-bad 
guys from the totally irredeemable ones. 
Extras include an intro by Martin Scorsese, 
episode commentaries, behind-the-scenes 
featurettes, extensive archival newsreels, a 
season two recap, and interactive features. 
Recommended. (K. Fennessy)

The Borgias: The Final Season HHH
Paramount, 3 discs, 505 min., not rated, DVD: 
$49.98, Blu-ray: $65.99

Neil Jordan, who created this juicy Show-
time series about Renaissance-era Italy’s an-
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FAR FROM VIETNAM is the epic 1967 collaboration between cinema greats 
Jean-Luc Godard, Joris Ivens, William Klein, Claude Lelouch, Chris Marker, and 
Alain Resnais, made in protest of American military involvement in Vietnam.
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swer to The Sopranos, report-
edly sketched out a four-year 
run meant to conclude with 
the clan’s downfall. But The 
Borgias’ abrupt cancellation 
during the third season ends 
on a somewhat unsatisfying 
note, with family patriarch 
Pope Alexander VI (Jeremy Irons)—recovered 
from the assassination attempt made during 
the second season cliffhanger ending (and 
having forgiven his son for killing his own 
brother)—plotting to turn the papal state 
into a kingdom that would pass to son Ce-
sare (François Arnaud), who is busy taking 
the stronghold of his most formidable foes 
(the Sforzas) by siege and doing away with 
the husband of his sister, Lucrezia (Holliday 
Grainger), so he can have her for himself. 
However, even if the last season doesn’t un-
leash the retribution that the family so richly 
deserves, it does offer compensatory rewards; 
namely, an abundance of bloodletting, 
battles, duplicity, and debauchery. Richly 
produced, with elegant period costumes and 
detailed sets, The Borgias also boasts excellent 
acting, with Irons obviously relishing the 
chance to play one of history’s most devious 
schemers. Compiling all 10 episodes from 
2013, extras include a blooper reel. Recom-
mended. (F. Swietek)

The Bronte Sisters 
HHH
Cohen, 120 min., in French 
w/English subtitles, not rated, 
DVD: $24.98, Blu-ray: $34.98

French filmmaker André 
Téchiné’s 1979 psychodra-
ma about Victorian sisters 
destined for literary immortality stars Isabelle 
Huppert as Anne (mildly moody), Marie-
France Pisier as Charlotte (moodier), and 
Isabelle Adjani as the volatile Emily (moodi-
est—and that’s saying a lot), all of whom 
ache to express themselves in poetry and 
prose while living in the household of their 
minister-father (Patrick Magee). In a grimly 
male-dominated Yorkshire, only the sisters’ 
painter-poet brother, Branwell (Pascal Greg-
gory), is allowed self-determination, but his 
failed affair with a wealthy married woman 
spells doom for the Brontës, even as Charlotte 
herself suffers from one-way infatuation 
with a Belgian teacher. Charlotte, Emily, and 
Anne publish their celebrated and scandal-
ous novels together under gender-neutral 
pseudonyms (Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell, 
respectively), but only Charlotte will live long 
enough to achieve acceptance in the London 
arts firmament. With its overcast skies, windy 
moors (the movie was filmed on location), 
and scenes of stormy nights, the adjective 
“Gothic” certainly applies here, although 
the drama is more formal and severe than 
operatic. Extras include an audio commen-
tary with film critic Wade Major and Brontë 

scholar Sue Lonoff de Cuevas. A welcome ear-
lier film from French cinema master Téchiné, 
this is recommended. (C. Cassady)

Bus Stop HHH
Fox, 94 min., not rated, Blu-ray: 
$24.99

She’s an “angel,” albeit 
somewhat tarnished. He’s 
a “young barbarian,” fresh 
off the ranch. Their tem-
pestuous love story takes center stage in this 
1956 adaptation of William Inge’s classic 
play. While dated and stagey, Bus Stop is an 
essential Marilyn Monroe film, featuring one 
of her most critically acclaimed performances 
as Cherie, a deluded nightclub “chanteuse” 
from the Ozarks determined to get to Holly-
wood and Vine to be discovered. Don Murray, 
playing to the rafters in his Oscar-nominated 
screen debut, is the untamed Bo, a rodeo 
cowboy set on making her his bride, even if 
he has to literally lasso her to do it. The pair 
receive support from a stable-full of great 
character actors, including Arthur O’Connell 
as Bo’s father figure, Eileen Heckart as Cherie’s 
supportive best friend, and Betty Field as a 
no-nonsense owner of a diner. The ravish-
ing Technicolor pops off the screen in this 
meticulous Blu-ray restoration, but Monroe is 
the true show here in a tailor-made role that 
captures her vulnerability. Recommended. 
(D. Liebenson)

Charulata HHHH
Criterion, 119 min., in Bengali 
w/English subtitles, not rated, 
DVD: $29.95, Blu-ray: $39.95

The great Indian director 
Satyajit Ray considered this 
1964 adaptation of the Rab- 
indranath Tagore novella 
The Broken Nest to be his personal favorite. 
Set in Calcutta, circa 1879, the film follows 
Charulata (Madhabi Mukherjee), lonely wife 
of wealthy political newspaper publisher 
Bhupati Dutta (Shailen Mukherjee). Belatedly 
recognizing Charulata’s isolation, Bhupati ar-
ranges for her ne’er-do-well brother, Umapada 
(Shyamal Ghoshal), and his unsophisticated 
wife, Manda (Gitali Roy), to join their house-
hold. But when Bhupati’s poet cousin Amal 
(Soumitra Chatterjee) arrives as well, tensions 
emerge as Charulata responds to the young 
man’s energy and artistic abilities. The friend-
ship between Charulata and Amal eventually 
begins to detour, threatening to create an 
emotional crisis that neither can handle. Ar-
riving on DVD and Blu-ray, the exquisite new 
digital transfer boasts pristine image quality 
that was significantly lacking in previous pre-
sentations—highlighting Subrata Mita’s crisp 
cinematography and the creative production 
design by Bansi Chandragupta. Extras include 
interviews (with Mukherjee, Chatterjee, and 
an archival one with Ray), a featurette on 
“Adapting Tagore,” and a booklet. Among 

the year’s finest retro offerings, Charulata 
is a mature tale of self-discovery and the 
gradual breakdown of relationships situated 
within the social confines of Victorian-era 
India. Also newly available is Ray’s 1963 film 
The Big City. Highly recommended. Editor’s 
Choice. (P. Hall)

Community: The 
Complete Fourth Season 
HHH
Sony, 2 discs, 278 min., not 
rated, DVD: $45.99

After three seasons, cre-
ator Dan Harmon was fired 
from this NBC-aired cult 
sitcom about a misfit study group of eccen-
tric students at a community college, so this 
fourth run marks the first without Harmon at 
the helm (although he is returning for season 
five). Loyal fans will notice some changes in 
tone, especially in the early episodes, but the 
series continues its freewheeling break-the-
mold detours into genre parodies and pop-
culture spoofs, most of which are inspired by 
the fantasy lives of former star quarterback 
Troy (Donald Glover) and his buddy, movie 
geek Abed (Danny Pudi). To wit: one episode 
turns into a puppet musical, while another 
brings in evil, alternate-universe versions of 
the characters. The new creative crew doesn’t 
really know what to do with bored business 
exec Pierce (Chevy Chase, who left the series 
and so “graduates” at the end of this season), 
but the chemistry among the rest of the 
gang—idealistic one-time anarchist Britta 
(Gillian Jacobs), disbarred lawyer Jeff (Joel 
McHale), born-again single mom Shirley 
(Yvette Nicole Brown), and naïve overachiever 
Annie (Alison Brie)—keeps the show hum-
ming. Adding to the frivolity, Dean Pelton 
(Jim Rash) moves his infatuation with Jeff up 
to stalking dimensions, and wacky Spanish 
teacher Señor Chang (Ken Jeong) unleashes 
fresh chaos. Community’s self-aware style may 
not be for all tastes, but it remains a clever and 
adventurous series that has developed a loyal 
following. Compiling all 13 episodes from 
2013, extras include episode commentaries, 
behind-the-scenes featurettes, deleted scenes, 
and outtakes. Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

The Curtis Harrington 
Short Film Collection 
HHH
Flicker Alley, 2 discs, 100 min., 
not rated, Blu-ray/DVD Combo: 
$39.95

Direc tor Cur t is  Har-
rington (1926–2007) had an uneven Hol-
lywood career, displaying promise in early 
efforts like Night Tide (1961) and Games 
(1967) before trailing off into horror movies 
and TV work. But he’s regarded as a found-
ing father of New Queer Cinema, and the 
five short films compiled here hailing from 
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the 1940s and ‘50s (a sixth short from 2002 
is also included) find Harrington at his most 
imaginative. Fragment of Seeking (1946) and 
Picnic (1948) are haunting black-and-white 
visual poems about a desperate longing for 
love that leads to destruction, while On the 
Edge (1949) is a darkly humorous piece set in 
a gloomy industrial wasteland. Harrington 
moved to color with The Assignation (1953), 
in which a masked figure prowls the canals 
of Venice, and The Wormwood Star (1955), 
a montage of the work of painter/occult-
ist Marjorie Cameron. Usher (2002) is a 
modern retelling of an Edgar Allan Poe 
tale, but like Harrington’s later features, 
comes across as heavy-handed. Actually, 
Harrington’s earlier The Fall of the House of 
Usher, filmed on 8mm in his garage in 1942 
when Harrington was a teenager, is far more 
engaging, and is happily included here as 
a bonus. Other extras on this Blu-ray/DVD 
Combo release include Harrington’s Four 
Elements (1966), a visually elegant short 
documentary on American ingenuity 
made for the U.S. Information Agency; 
two archival interviews with the director; 
and an illustrated booklet. Recommended. 
(F. Swietek)

Da Vinci’s Demons: The 
Complete First Season 
HH1/2
Anchor Bay, 3 discs, 466 min., 
not rated, DVD: $44.98, Blu-
ray: $54.99

The brilliant, tortured, 
ebullient mind of a mythi-
cal 25-year-old Leonardo Da Vinci sounds 
like a terrific jumping off point for histori-
cal fantasy, especially when combined with 
intrigue in the grand halls of Florence, 
Milan, and Rome—not to mention violence, 
lust, and beautiful CGI backdrops. Aired 
on the Starz cable network, creator David 
S. Goyer’s big budget Da Vinci’s Demons 
stars rising British actor Tom Riley as the 
cocky original Renaissance man, perfectly 
equipped with a photographic memory and 
lightning-fast mind to deal with trouble. 
Da Vinci’s demons are legion, placing him 
smack dab in the middle of a mystical 
quest for secret societies, as well as broker-
ing between the Medicis and the Borgias, 
and tangles with the Catholic Church (the 
Pope’s a murderous homosexual pedo-
phile)—not to mention dangerous women 
(who like to disrobe) and his father (who is 
also in the corrupt clergy). Showcasing Da 
Vinci’s early inventions (mixing fact with 
fantasy), the seasonal arc mixing politics 
and relationships is sometimes overly con-
voluted, but this is a meticulously crafted 
production, overall. Compiling all eight 
episodes from the 2013 debut season, extras 
include episode commentaries, behind-the 
scenes featurettes, and deleted scenes. A 
strong optional purchase. (T. Fry)

Damages: The Final 
Season HHH
Sony, 3 discs, 529 min., not 
rated, DVD: $45.99

This twisty, intricate legal 
series starring Glenn Close, 
as cutthroat celebrity lawyer 
Patty Hewes, and Rose Byrne 
as Ellen Parsons, the erstwhile protégé who 
became Hewes most determined opponent, 
survived for three runs on the FX Network 
before migrating to the DIRECTV satellite sys-
tem for its final two. As in earlier seasons, the 
fifth and final run is structured around one 
major case, this time involving a WikiLeaks 
clone run by cyber-hacker Channing Mc-
Claren (Ryan Phillippe), with Hewes bringing 
a wrongful death suit against McClaren on 
behalf of the daughter of one of his sources, 
a woman who committed suicide after the site 
revealed her name along with damning ma-
terials about the investment firm where she 
worked. Parsons takes on McClaren’s defense, 
hoping to gain revenge on Hewes by defeating 
her in court. As usual, the narrative is convo-
luted—made even more complex by familial 
subplots—and there’s even an attempt to tie 
up loose ends from previous plotlines (includ-
ing the truth about who tried to murder Ellen 
in the second season, and her relationship 
with troubled vet Chris Sanchez—played 
by Chris Messina—from the fourth season). 
Compiling all 10 episodes from 2012, extras 
include deleted scenes and outtakes. Sure to 
satisfy the show’s small legion of loyal fans, 
this is recommended. (F. Swietek)

The Damned HHH1/2
Cohen, 105 min., in French 
w/English subtitles, not rated, 
DVD: $24.98, Blu-ray: $34.98

Available for the first time 
in America on home video, 
René Clément’s 1947 sub-
marine thriller The Damned 
is set almost entirely within the cramped 
quarters of a German U-boat, in this case 
during a crucial moment in 1945, just days 
before the fall of Berlin and Hitler’s suicide. 
Ostensibly on a mission to establish a victory 
front in South America, the German sub sets 
off from a secret Oslo base, carrying Nazis and 
Nazi collaborators who are actually fleeing 
from the inevitable consequences of defeat. 
Functioning almost literally as a pressure 
cooker, the sub forces these characters into 
an increasingly urgent series of betrayals, 
exposed secrets, and clashing agendas, 
until the film’s title becomes a self-fulfill-
ing prophesy for nearly everyone onboard. 
Filmed in glorious, gritty black-and-white, 
supplemented with archival submarine 
footage, The Damned is a visual tour de force 
that deals with cowardice, moral decay, and 
wartime loyalties that are tested and broken 
with dramatically potent results. Bowing 
on high-definition, extras include an audio 

commentary by scholars Judith Mayne and 
John E. Davidson, and Dominique Maillet’s 
2010 French documentary “René Clément 
or The Cinema of Sketches,” in which noted 
critics, historians, and filmmakers deservedly 
sing Clément’s praises. Highly recommended. 
(J. Shannon)

Elementary: The First 
Season HHH1/2
Paramount, 6 discs, 1,038 min., 
not rated, DVD: $55.98

The second new series to 
re-imagine Sherlock Holmes 
for the 21st century stars 
Jonny Lee Miller as Sher-
lock, a recovering drug addict (and genius) 
who moves to New York following rehab, and 
Lucy Liu as Joan Watson, a former surgeon 
turned sober companion hired to help him 
stay drug free. Miller’s Holmes is no less abra-
sive than Benedict Cumberbatch’s interpreta-
tion in the BBC show Sherlock—and no less 
brilliant. The series opens strong with Holmes 
playing the misanthrope to keep emotional 
connections at a distance, but as the episodes 
unfold, Miller brings out added depths and 
dimensions to the character, Liu carves out a 
new take on Watson as a medical professional 
who discovers an affinity for detective work, 
and the seemingly disparate pair create a 
working friendship and partnership. Aidan 
Quinn also shines as police captain Toby 
Gregson, who understands both Holmes’ 
abilities and limitations, and the show nicely 
explores their mutual (and sometimes wary) 
respect. Despite Holmes’ protests, the ghost 
of addiction (and accompanying feelings of 
guilt, shame, and desire) hangs over many of 
the episodes, especially as the legacy of both 
Irene Adler and Prof. Moriarty are incorpo-
rated into Sherlock’s New York orbit. Compil-
ing all 23 episodes from the 2012-13 debut 
season, extras include behind-the-scenes 
featurettes and a set tour with Liu. Highly 
recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Endeavour HHH1/2
PBS, 3 discs, 450 min., not 
rated, DVD: $39.99, Blu-ray: 
$44.98

Based on the novels by 
Colin Dexter, the popular 
Inspector Morse series—origi-
nally broadcast on Britain’s 
ITV network—receives prequel treatment 
here, taking fans back to the mid-1960s for 
five feature-length homicide cases in the early 
career of Oxford constable—and future de-
tective-inspector—Endeavour Morse (Shaun 
Evans). Joining the police force after personal 
heartbreak, the newcomer’s youth, educa-
tion, and taste in fine arts make him a bit of 
a misfit, but his deductive brilliance earns 
him a mentor in the working-class form of 
plainspoken Inspector Fred Thursday (Roger 
Allam). Recurring “Morse” motifs, such as 
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crossword puzzles and Jaguar autos, figure 
in the cases here, which include a killing at 
a missile plant (while the rest of the town 
hosts visiting Princess Margaret) that reopens 
a 12-year-old disappearance; a serial killer 
patterning gruesome homicides after opera 
classics; and London gangland characters 
moving into Oxford, inspiring murder and 
raking up unfinished business from Inspector 
Thursday’s past. Recently aired on Ameri-
can public television’s Masterpiece Mystery!, 
this excellent series will be welcomed by 
Morse’s many fans. Highly recommended. 
(C. Cassady)

Enlightened: The 
Complete Second 
Season HHH
HBO, 2 discs, 240 min., TV-
MA, DVD: $39.98

In the second and final 
season of HBO’s Enlightened, 
Amy Jellicoe (Golden Globe 
winner Laura Dern) must decide whether to 
make the world a better place from inside or 
outside of the system. She kick-starts her plan 
to blow the lid off Abaddon Industries—the 
corrupt company where she’s been employed 
for 15 years—by meeting with Jeff Flender 
(Dermot Mulroney), a somewhat self-satisfied 
Los Angeles Times reporter, who agrees to write 
a story if she can gather more information. 
After an unexpectedly cordial meeting with 
Abaddon CEO Charles Szidon (James Reb-
horn), however, Amy starts to rethink her 
plan. Her collaboration with Jeff also takes 
on a more personal dimension, which proves 
problematic when ex-husband Levi (Luke 
Wilson) returns from the same Hawaiian re-
hab facility where Amy found enlightenment 
the year before. Initially resistant to help, 
co-worker Tyler (writer-creator Mike White) 
becomes so involved that he ends up framing 
another employee for the data that he and 
Amy have been downloading. Once their 
supervisor, Dougie (Timm Sharp), gets wind 
of their scheme, the pair gain an unexpected 
ally, one who attempts to seduce the CEO’s 
loyal assistant, Eileen (Molly Shannon), but 
she falls for Tyler instead, adding yet another 
wrinkle to the plot. Amy can be exasperating; 
but Dern and White justify viewers’ patience 
with a satisfying resolution to a complicated 
storyline. Compiling all eight episodes from 
2013, extras include episode commentaries 
and behind-the-scenes featurettes. Recom-
mended. (K. Fennessy)

Family Ties: The Seventh and Final 
Season HH1/2
Paramount, 4 discs, 640 min., not rated, DVD: 
$46.99

Recently, the Writer’s Guild ranked Fam-
ily Ties 95th among the 101 best-written TV 
series’. The 1988-89 seventh and final season 
of this era-defining sitcom brings the series 

to a satisfying close, but 
there are no episodes here 
that would rank among the 
show’s best. Still, this set 
does feature two- and even 
three-part Very Special Epi-
sodes that tackle suburban 
racism, a love triangle for 
Alex, and (most wrenching) 
a heart attack for patriarch Steven (Michael 
Gross). And the two-part finale moves bud-
ding Master of the Universe Alex Keaton 
(Michael J. Fox in his star-making Emmy-
winning role) out of the house, which—of 
course—breaks his mother’s (Meredith 
Baxter) heart. And, naturally, this set features 
another clip show, a Family Ties staple. Some 
future stars can be glimpsed throughout the 
season, including Courteney Cox, Hank Az-
aria, and Maura Tierney, while the series’ two 
most annoying characters, Scott Valentine’s 
artist Nick and Marc Price’s irritating family 
friend Skippy, thankfully receive their last 
hurrahs here. Like the Huxtables, the Keatons 
were a rarity for primetime sitcoms: a close-
knit, loving family. Alex Keaton, ranked No. 
29 on Bravo’s 2004 list of TV’s 100 greatest 
characters, was also a TV rarity: a compas-
sionate conservative defined by more than 
his lust for money in the “greed is good” 
decade. While the 24 episodes compiled 
here are hardly best in show, this should still 
be considered a strong optional purchase.  
(D. Liebenson)

Foolish Wives HHH1/2
Kino, 143 min., not rated, Blu-
ray: $34.95

This decadent, delirious 
1922 silent melodrama was 
the first epic from director/
actor Erich von Stroheim, 
who created some of the 
most lavish, lascivious, and just plain long 
films of the era. Here, he stars as bogus 
Russian aristocrat Count Wladislaw Sergius 
Karamzin, who passes counterfeit money in 
Monte Carlo while seducing society women 
and juggling multiple affairs, including his 
latest conquest: Helen (Miss Dupont), the 
wife of American ambassador Andrew Hughes 
(Rudolph Christians). Karamzin continues to 
scheme his way through high society in this 
complicated melodrama featuring intrigue, 
corrupted innocence, and brazen lies. Foolish 
Wives is an impressively stylish and grandly 
mounted production, with larger-than-life 
sets and elaborate costumes. The film was 
chopped by the studio and the censors, but 
a 1972 restoration brought the running time 
up to a little under two-and-a-half hours 
and remains the most complete version in 
existence (although far short of Stroheim’s 
original—but never released—six-hour cut). 
Newly remastered and featuring the original 
score composed by Sigmund Romberg (per-
formed here by Rodney Sauer), extras include 

audio commentary by Stroheim biographer 
Richard Koszarski, the 1979 documentary 
“The Man You Loved to Hate” (on the life and 
career of Stroheim), audio interviews, a list of 
the New York Censor Board cuts, and stills. 
One of the landmarks of silent cinema, this 
is highly recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Girls: The Complete 
Second Season HHH
HBO, 300 min., TV-MA, DVD: 
2 discs, $39.98; Blu-ray: 3 
discs, $49.99

This HBO series created 
by and starring Lena Dun-
ham is an NYC-set comedy 
about four young women from privileged 
backgrounds who face real-world disappoint-
ments—a kind of anti–Sex and the City that 
offers a frank and sometimes discomfiting ac-
count of the central characters’ compromises, 
frustrations, and regrets. In the 2013 second 
season, aspiring writer Hannah (Dunham) 
panics when asked to write an e-book, art 
gallery manager Marnie (Allison Williams) is 
reduced to a hostess job at an upscale eatery, 
Shoshanna (Zosia Mamet) struggles with her 
first serious boyfriend, and impulsive free 
spirit Jessa (Jemima Kirke) flees a failing mar-
riage. These episodes also expand Girls’ reach 
to explore the lives of the men surrounding 
the foursome, notably Hannah’s former boy-
friend, Adam (Adam Driver), and Shoshanna’s 
underemployed ex, Ray (Alex Karpovsky). 
Nothing is romanticized in these portrayals: 
sex is awkward, romance is uncomfortable 
rather than cute, and there’s a lot of settling 
for what the women have rather than insist-
ing on what they want. Compiling all 10 
episodes, extras include audio commentaries, 
behind-the-scenes featurettes, and an episode 
table read. Exclusive to the Blu-ray release are 
deleted and extended scenes, interviews with 
Dunham, a gag reel, and a bonus DVD flip-
per disc with all 10 episodes. Recommended.  
(S. Axmaker)

The Good Wife: The 
Fourth Season HHH
Paramount, 6 discs, 956 min., 
not rated, DVD: $64.99

The fourth season of 
this smart and refreshingly 
mature series starring Juli-
anna Margulies as attorney 
Alicia Florrick—wife of a Chicago politician 
who was tarnished by a sex scandal and 
criminal investigation—opens with her law 
firm on the verge of bankruptcy. In fact, the 
first few episodes are rather melodramatic, 
but the show steadies as the season con-
tinues, with storylines that focus on Alicia 
being offered an equity partner position, 
and the gubernatorial campaign of husband 
Peter (Chris Noth)—developments that 
force decisions about their relationship. The 
combination of dynamic cases and strong 
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characters—especially Archie Panjabi as 
investigator Kalinda and Matt Czuchry as 
fellow associate Cary—has made The Good 
Wife a magnet for actors in memorable 
recurring roles, including Nathan Lane, 
Matthew Perry, and Michael J. Fox, to 
name a few. The legal eagles here don’t just 
represent innocent victims—sometimes 
they help the guilty go scot-free—and the 
office politics aren’t exactly pretty. But 
even though it’s not always realistic, this 
intelligent courtroom drama knows that the 
concept of law can be as much connected 
to power and business (if not more so) than 
justice. By the end of this season, viewers 
are reminded of why Alicia remains the 
show’s true north and moral center, and 
why we continue to watch her try to remain 
the good wife, mother, lawyer, and friend 
amidst real-world compromises. Compiling 
all 22 episodes from 2012–13, extras include 
behind-the-scenes featurettes and deleted 
scenes. Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Grey’s Anatomy: 
Complete Ninth Season 
HH1/2
Buena Vista, 6 discs, 1,008 
min., TV-14, DVD: $45.99

The ninth season of 
Grey’s Anatomy revolves 
around the fallout from last 
year’s plane crash, which took the lives of 
Lexie and (in short order) Mark. That leaves 
Derek (Patrick Dempsey) to recover from 
hand surgery, Arizona (Jessica Capshaw) to 
deal with the loss of her leg, and Cristina 
(Sandra Oh) to adjust to a new assignment in 
Minnesota, where she clashes with one doc-
tor (Steven Culp) and learns from another 
(William Daniels), but eventually returns to 
Seattle Grace Mercy West Hospital. Given 
the choice between settling with the airline 
and filing suit, the survivors choose the 
latter option, which pits them against chief 
of staff Owen (Kevin McKidd), who joins 
forces with a consultant (Constance Zim-
mer) to cut costs and save the hospital. Five 
new interns join the fray, including Wilson 
(Camilla Luddington), who draws the eye of 
Karev (Justin Chambers), while April (Sarah 
Drew) and Jackson (Jesse Williams) move 
on to new relationships. By the end of the 
season, Bailey (Chandra Wilson) marries, 
Meredith (Ellen Pompeo) gives birth, Cal-
lie (Sara Ramirez) receives some bad news, 
and the fate of Richard (James Pickens Jr.) 
hangs in the balance. While there are some 
touching moments here, Grey’s Anatomy 
is losing its fresh qualities. Since Oh has 
announced that she won’t be returning, 
creator Shonda Rhimes might want to wrap 
things up while the show remains mostly 
engaging. Compiling all 24 episodes from 
2012–13, extras include behind-the-scenes 
featurettes, deleted scenes, and outtakes. A 
strong optional purchase. (K. Fennessy)

Hell on Wheels: The 
Complete Second Season 
HHH
eOne, 3 discs, 413 min., not 
rated, DVD: $39.98, Blu-ray: 
$49.98

A snippet of actual dia-
logue here—“No one’s ever 
gutted a man for me before”—suggests the 
basic tone of AMC’s how-the-West-was-
won-and-it-wasn’t-pleasant series. The title 
refers to a multi-ethnic traveling boomtown 
of immigrants, fortune-seekers, fanatics, 
freed slaves, and renegades, who follow the 
laying of the Union Pacific railway line to 
the Rockies shortly after the Civil War. In 
this second season, mildly Eastwood-esque 
vengeful anti-hero and ex-Confederate Cul-
len Bohannon (Anson Mount) goes from 
wanted outlaw to being hired by UP’s overseer 
tycoon, Durant (Colm Meaney). Meanwhile, 
the railroad is threatened from within and 
without by bandits, Indian raids, labor unrest, 
and Durant’s profligate corruption. Strong 
period detail, well-drawn characters, and 
a fatalistic sense of brooding menace have 
made this adult Western addictive viewing. 
The solid supporting cast includes Common, 
Tom Noonan, Virginia Madsen, and Ben Esler. 
Compiling all 10 episodes from 2012, extras 
include behind-the-scenes featurettes, a set 
tour with Mount, and a first season recap. 
Definitely tougher stuff than Lonesome Dove, 
this will be welcomed by fans of edgy frontier 
dramas such as Deadwood. Recommended. 
(C. Cassady)

The Idolmaker HHH
Shout! Factory, 120 min., PG, 
Blu-ray: $19.98

Taylor Hackford’s 1980 
feature film debut, which 
put the late Ray Sharkey on 
the map, is a music biz saga 
that draws from the biography of Philadelphia 
talent manager Bob Marcucci (who man-
aged Fabian and Frankie Avalon), following 
Sharkey’s Vinnie from the boroughs to the 
big time. In 1959, the 27-year-old waits tables 
and writes lyrics with Gino (Joe Pantoliano), 
who composes the music. Although Vinnie’s 
mother (Olympia Dukakis) believes in her 
son’s talent, she wonders whether time has 
already passed him by—although he insists 
that a dark-haired singer who makes girls 
swoon could have a hit with his songs. To-
wards that end, Vinnie convinces saxophone 
player Tommy (Paul Land) to record a track, 
after which Vinnie borrows money from 
his dad (Steven Peck), presses a single, and 
scores a regional hit. Seeking national expo-
sure, Vinnie persuades teen magazine editor 
Brenda (Tovah Feldshuh) to put Tommy on 
the cover (which leads to television and tours), 
but Vinnie’s father warns that Tommy could 
walk without a contract, so Vinnie grooms 
shy busboy Caesare (Peter Gallagher) to 

become his next idol (Maureen McCormick 
plays Caesare’s most ardent fan). To Tommy’s 
chagrin, Caesare hits the same heights, which 
causes Vinnie to keep a tighter rein on Cae-
sare. But as Vinnie becomes more controlling, 
the stars become harder to handle, until 
something has to give. Bowing on Blu-ray, 
extras include audio commentary by Hack-
ford. Recommended. (K. Fennessy)

The L.A. Complex: 
The Complete Series 
HHH1/2
Echo Bridge, 3 discs, 816 min., 
not rated, DVD: $19.99

Although this Canadian 
series filmed in Toronto 
(standing in for Los Ange-
les) resembles other nighttime soaps, it’s set 
apart by insightful writing revolving around 
a group of aspiring performers living at 
the Deluxe Suites, an extended-stay hotel. 
Think Melrose Place meets Unscripted (in 
fact, the latter’s Krista Allen plays Jennifer 
here, a movie star looking to jumpstart her 
stalled career). Only Australian actor Connor 
(Jonathan Patrick Moore), a lead on a day-
time drama, is enjoying any success, which 
paradoxically exacerbates his loneliness and 
insecurity. Shortly after hopeful actress Abby 
(Cassie Steele) moves in, she and Connor 
sleep together, which disappoints comedian 
Nick (Joe Dinicol), who plugs away on his 
act and eventually lands a job writing for 
recurring guest Paul F. Tompkins, who can’t 
stand him. Abby eventually secures a role on 
a Christian series overseen by its judgmental 
star, Donald (Alan Thicke). Tariq (Benjamin 
Charles Watson), an intern, also gets a break 
when he impresses temperamental rapper 
Kaldrick King (Andra Fuller), while Alicia 
(Chelan Simmons) continues to strip until 
she lands a gig as a back-up dancer. Despera-
tion pushes Raquel (Jewel Staite), the oldest 
of the lot, to waitressing and reality TV, 
which seems wholly believable. Considering 
that The L.A. Complex likely represents the 
artistic peak of the CW’s programming to 
date, it’s unfortunate that the network pulled 
the plug after the second run. Compiling all 
19 episodes aired in 2012, extras include an 
episode commentary, and deleted scenes. 
Highly recommended. (K. Fennessy)

The Mindy Project: 
Season One HHH1/2
Universal, 3 discs, 552 min., 
not rated, DVD: $29.98

After years as an actor, 
writer, and producer on The 
Office, Mindy Kaling created 
The Mindy Project, in which 
she stars as Dr. Mindy Lahiri, an ob/gyn and 
thirtysomething New York single woman 
dreaming of living out one of the romantic 
comedies she grew up on—but not having 
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much luck. Both a workplace sitcom and a 
relationship comedy that turns anxieties 
about dating and commitment into telling 
satire, the show consistently delivers clever 
dialogue within some very funny comic 
situations. Mindy shares a practice with 
two male residents, Danny (Chris Messina) 
and Jeremy (Ed Weeks); banters with an ec-
centric but generally likable office staff; and 
cares more about her work than she lets on. 
While there’s plenty of humor built around 
her ethnic identity (mainly concerning 
other people’s assumptions and perceptions), 
Mindy’s Indian heritage is only one aspect 
of who she is. The first season of The Mindy 
Project was one of the success stories of the 
year, thanks to a strong vision, great cast, and 
consistently sharp writing. Guest actors—all 
making multiple appearances—include Mark 
Duplass, Stephen Tobolowsky, and Chloë 
Sevigny, while Anders Holm is on hand as 
Mindy’s enthusiastic and genuinely altruistic 
minister boyfriend, Casey. Compiling all 24 
episodes from the 2012–13 debut run, extras 
include deleted scenes. Highly recommended. 
(S. Axmaker)

Niagara HHH
Fox, 89 min., not rated, Blu-ray: 
$24.99

This atypical 1953 film 
noir was shot in luscious 
Technicolor, nicely captur-
ing the on-location gran-
deur of Niagara Falls, not to mention Marilyn 
Monroe as Rose, the scheming wife of psyche-
scarred Korean War vet George ( Joseph 
Cotten). Most of Monroe’s films to date had 
served her up as window dressing, but Niagara 
afforded Monroe top billing and she made the 
most of her role as femme fatale (her stardom 
would be secured with two other films that 
year, Gentlemen Prefer Blondes and How to 
Marry a Millionaire). Jean Peters and Casey 
Adams costar as Polly and Ray, vacationing 
at the Falls on a delayed honeymoon. When 
Polly discovers that Rose has a lover, the stage 
is set for a murder plot that goes over the 
edge. Co-written by Billy Wilder collabora-
tor Charles Brackett and directed by Henry 
Hathaway, this deliberately-paced, beautifully 
restored minor classic shines in its Blu-ray 
debut. Recommended. (D. Liebenson)

The Office: Season Nine 
HH1/2
Universal, 5 discs, 595 min., 
not rated, DVD: $49.98, Blu-
ray: $59.98

The farewell season of 
this popular workplace sit-
com played out with some-
thing of a vacuum at the center, one that was 
never satisfactorily filled after the departure 
of Steve Carell. Which is part of the joke in a 
way, since Andy (Ed Helms), who engineered 
a buy-out of the company last season, here 

takes a leave of absence before engaging in a 
long meltdown upon his return. Meanwhile, 
series sweethearts Jim and Pam (John Krasin-
ski and Jenna Fischer) face marriage problems, 
Angela (Angela Kinsey) divorces, and Dwight 
(Rainn Wilson) tries to find both love and 
business success. But the big event is the 
release of that documentary series they were 
shooting all those years and the subsequent 
reverberations through the lives of the sub-
jects. For all of this year’s struggles, the show 
manages to fashion happy endings for pretty 
much everyone, including (and perhaps espe-
cially) Dwight, while also bringing back many 
old faces for the final celebration. But while 
it’s ultimately satisfying as a conclusion, the 
ninth season is not one of the best. Compiling 
all 23 episodes from 2012-13, extras include 
cast farewells, never-before-seen audition 
tapes, deleted scenes, a table read of the final 
episode, and a blooper reel. A strong optional 
purchase. (S. Axmaker)

Political Animals: The 
Complete Series HHH
Warner, 2 discs, 290 min., not 
rated, DVD: $19.98

Fans of Joe Klein’s noto-
rious Primary Colors (book 
and movie) will appreciate 
this Golden Globe-nomi-
nated USA Network miniseries depicting 
the personal and professional travails of the 
ultimate Washington power couple, who bear 
a strong resemblance to the Clintons. Elaine 
Barrish Hammond (Sigourney Weaver) is the 
Secretary of State in a Democratic administra-
tion—and the recent ex-wife of former Chief 
Executive Bud Hammond (Ciarán Hinds), a 
hugely popular good ol’ boy with a penchant 
for philandering. Divorcing him (although 
they still meet in secret for family discussions 
and clandestine sex) actually sent Elaine’s 
popularity soaring, and she deliberates over 
whether to run for the Oval Office herself, 
against a background of crises with the Irani-
ans and the Chinese. The couple’s adult twin 
sons—Doug (James Wolk), who also serves as 
his mom’s chief of staff, and T.J. (Sebastian 
Stan) a gay, suicidal addict—mingle fatefully 
with ambitious reporter Susan Berg (Carla 
Gugino), who’s looking for a big Hammond 
scoop. Torrid affairs and cynical power games 
make this a compellingly watchable series 
(with media stars Andrea Mitchell and Craig 
Ferguson appearing as themselves), even if 
the overall effect is essentially soap opera 
with Secret Service undertones. Compiling all 
six episodes from 2012, along with extras in-
cluding deleted scenes, this is recommended.  
(C. Cassady)

Revenge: The Complete Second Season 
HHH
Buena Vista, 5 discs, 924 min., not rated, DVD: 
$45.99

In the second season of ABC’s slick night-

time soap opera—centering 
on bad behavior among the 
rich and powerful in the 
glamorous Hamptons—
Amanda Clarke (Emily 
VanCamp), who previously 
showed up in the guise of 
Emily Thorne to exact re-
venge on those who framed her father and 
caused his death in prison, now discovers that 
her mother (Jennifer Jason Leigh) is both still 
alive and also married to her dad’s killer. And 
society queen Victoria Grayson (Madeleine 
Stowe) literally returns from the dead—Vic-
toria faked her demise in a plane crash at 
the end of the first season—to deal with 
her family’s domestic and business turmoil 
while fending off the rivalry of social climber 
Ashley Davenport (Ashley Madekwe). Other 
storylines deal with the problems of some of 
the ordinary folk who populate the less ritzy 
regions of town. Deaths, accidents, flash-
backs, and revelations abound, ending with 
a two-parter that features not only a total 
blackout of Manhattan but also an explosion 
that threatens the major characters. While 
absurdly over-the-top, this glossy melodrama 
is a fun watch, especially since it’s all played 
with campy conviction. Compiling all 22 epi-
sodes from the 2012–13 season, extras include 
episode commentaries, behind-the-scenes 
featurettes, deleted scenes, and a blooper reel. 
Recommended. (F. Swietek)

Revolution: The 
Complete First Season 
HHH1/2
Warner, 857 min., not rated, 
DVD: 5 discs, $59.98; Blu-ray/
DVD Combo: 9 discs, $69.98

This successful high-
concept NBC-aired series 
serves up an apocalyptic narrative that 
begins with a global blackout and then 
quickly jumps ahead 15 years to life in the 
new world order. Revolution is not so much 
about collapse as rebuilding—with survi-
vors returning to an agrarian society while 
facing a rising culture of warlords, militias, 
tribalism, and territories at war. The nar-
rative arc gets underway when psychotic 
militia leader Tom (Giancarlo Esposito) 
attacks the family of Charlie (Tracy Spiri-
dakos)—an idealist with the drive of a war-
rior—and she rouses her guilt-ridden uncle, 
Miles (Billy Burke), to lead a rescue mission. 
Co-produced by J.J. Abrams, the series takes 
its cues—a massive conspiracy, mysterious 
technology, intermittent flashbacks—from 
another Abrams mega-hit, Lost, as the sto-
ryline evolves into chronicling a genuine 
revolution against a brutal despot and a 
quest to turn the power back on. Although 
the science may be a little shaky here, this 
is really an epic Western set on the untamed 
frontier of a future sans technology. Lost 
alumnus Elizabeth Mitchell costars with 
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David Lyons, Zak Orth, JD Pardo, and Colm 
Feore in one of one of the most talked-about 
shows of the 2012–13 season. Compiling 
all 20 episodes, extras include behind-the 
scenes featurettes, webisodes, and deleted 
scenes. Exclusive to the Blu-ray release are 
a bonus featurette and the entire series on 
DVD. Highly recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Sapphire and Steel: The 
Complete Series HH1/2
Shout! Factory, 5 discs, 840 
min., not rated, DVD: $39.98

“Possibly the most mys-
tifying and least coherent 
SF series ever to appear on 
TV,” noted The Encyclo-
pedia of Science Fiction in regards to this 
1979–1982 U.K. show from P.J. Hammond, 
better known for cop dramas. This cult clas-
sic has a Rod Serling-esque vibe but serial-
type structure reminiscent of Doctor Who. 
Sapphire (Joanna Lumley) and Steel (David 
McCallum) are “operators” belonging to an 
unseen association—separate from the hu-
man race—who fix temporal anomalies on 
present-day Earth. The duo are long lived 
(the derelict ship Mary Celeste, discovered in 
1872 unmanned and abandoned, was one 
of their jobs), and they possess telepathic 
and other powers (although the special 
effects here are low-key). The adventures, 
which take place on close-quarter sets, 
center on an abandoned railway station 
haunted by resentful war dead, an invisible 
high-rise suite concealing stranded time-
explorers and their rebellious technology, 
and a financier whose 1930-themed party 
triggers time warps and murder (offering 
an amusing riff on Agatha Christie–style 
“cozy” whodunits). The finale (spoiler 
alert!) finds the pair outwitted and cast into 
a permanent limbo by an equally enigmatic 
nemesis. Compiling all 34 episodes of the 
series—which aired on Britain’s ITV—this 
will most likely to appeal to sci-fi fans who 
lean toward Soviet talk-fests such as Solaris 
and Stalker. A strong optional purchase. (C. 
Cassady)

Shameless: Seasons 1 & 
2 HHH1/2
Mill Creek, 4 discs, 866 min., 
TV-MA, DVD: $24.98

Long before Showtime’s 
American remake of Shame-
less, starring William H. 
Macy, Britain’s Channel 
4-aired original comedy-drama introduced 
an Anglo-Irish clan headed by alcoholic 
patriarch Frank (David Threlfall), who lives 
with his six children in a Manchester council 
estate (his wife walked out years before). In 
the opener, eldest daughter Fiona (Anne-Ma-
rie Duff), who essentially manages the house-
hold, attracts the attention of Steve (James 
McAvoy), and it’s love at first sight. Their first 

date goes so well that Steve, who steals cars for 
a living, spends all his time at her place. As 
the chapters unfold, the perpetually unem-
ployed Frank shacks up with the agoraphobic 
Sheila (Maggie O’Neill), whose promiscuous 
daughter, Karen (Rebecca Atkinson), has a 
fling with his oldest son, Lip (Jody Latham). 
Another Gallagher, Ian (Gerard Kearns), is in 
a relationship but keeps it to himself since it’s 
with his grocery store manager, Kash (Chris 
Bisson), who has a wife and kids. The younger 
members of the brood—Debbie (Rebecca 
Ryan), Carl (Elliott Tittensor), and Liam (Jo-
seph Furnace)—have their own quirks, as do 
neighbors Veronica (Maxine Peake) and Kev 
(Dean Lennox Kelly), who spend considerable 
time with the Gallaghers. Shameless would 
continue for nine more seasons, but the first 
two seasons from 2004-05 represent the best 
of this darkly humorous, unexpectedly heart-
warming BAFTA-winning series. Compiling 
all 18 episodes, this is highly recommended. 
(K. Fennessy)

Smash: Season Two 
HH1/2
Universal, 4 discs, 767 min., 
not rated, DVD: $44.98

Smash ended its two-sea-
son run with a “Big Fin-
ish”—a musical number 
with the meta lyrics: “I give 
them the big finish/And they’ll forget what 
came before…They’ll forgive and forget if 
you’re good in the end.” Not quite, in the 
case of Smash, as who could forget the increas-
ingly ridiculous fantasy musical numbers, 
cringe-worthy dialogue, and preposterous 
plot developments (not to mention Debra 
Messing’s scarves, which were at least scaled 
back in season two). In a written eulogy to 
the series, Tony-winning composer Marc 
Shaiman pondered: “Where were the things, 
so absent on Smash, that are the things you 
most get when you walk into a rehearsal of a 
musical: laughter and joy? Damn, everyone 
on the show was so miserable!” Especially 
during the 2013 second season, as Bombshell, 
the Marilyn Monroe Broadway musical at the 
center of the drama, faces competition (and 
awards recognition) from the upstart Hit List. 
Smash had audacious ambition and talent to 
match, but also real-life backstage tumult, 
which resulted in the removal of the series’ 
creator after the first season, and the show 
infamously became one that viewers loved to 
hate-watch. Some tweaks worked (goodbye, 
Jamie Cepero’s Ellis, season one’s hilariously 
hiss-able villain), and there are some grand 
guest star turns by Bernadette Peters, Jennifer 
Hudson, Uma Thurman, Liza Minnelli, and 
Messing’s former Will & Grace scene-stealing 
costar Sean Hayes. But beyond theatre buffs, 
Smash has limited appeal. Bonus features 
include deleted scenes, never-before-seen mu-
sical numbers, and a blooper reel. Optional. 
(D. Liebenson)

Sons of Anarchy: Season 
Five HHH
Fox, 895 min., not rated, DVD: 
4 discs, $59.98; Blu-ray: 3 
discs, $69.99

This FX original series 
presents its dramatic story 
about an outlaw motorcycle 
gang as if it were Shakespearean tragedy. 
The fifth season begins with prince and heir 
apparent Jax (Charlie Hunnam) usurping 
his stepfather Clay’s (Ron Perlman) role as 
president of the SAMCRO club. As the new 
leader, Jax tries to extricate SAMCRO from 
the drug and gun-running business, while 
also gathering evidence to put Clay in prison 
for his crimes. Not surprisingly, serious con-
sequences ensue, especially when the main 
characters go to war with each other: Jax 
against aging lion Clay, and Jax’s wife, Tara 
(Maggie Siff), against his mother, Gemma 
(Katey Sagal), who tries to stop Tara from 
leaving town with the grandchildren. Jimmy 
Smits costars as Nero Padilla, a new SAMCRO 
business partner and Gemma’s boyfriend, 
while Harold Perrineau is Damon Pope, a ris-
ing drug lord from the city who targets SAM-
CRO for revenge for the death of his daughter. 
Obviously, there will be blood, as well as fire, 
gunplay, and plenty of righteous vengeance. 
Beyond the pulp dimensions of criminals in 
a violent world, Sons of Anarchy serves up a 
well-told story about vivid characters strug-
gling in elemental conflicts, all of which is 
elevated to high drama. Initially a cult hit, 
the series is now one of FX’s most popular 
shows. Compiling all 13 episodes from 2012 
on DVD and Blu-ray, extras include extended 
episodes, audio commentaries, behind-the-
scenes featurettes, deleted scenes, and a gag 
reel. Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

Southland: The Complete 
Fifth and Final Season 
HHH
Warner, 2 discs, 428 min., not 
rated, DVD: $39.98

TNT’s gritty ensemble po-
lice drama prowls the streets 
of an unglamorous, dirty, 
and dangerous Los Angeles, where storylines 
(including a movie makeup-f/x artist being 
dismembered in the manner of his creations, 
and a macho young victim of a male serial 
rapist who is too ashamed to testify) play out 
against a backdrop of ongoing cop angst and 
drama, continually threatening to take these 
flawed LAPD enforcers off their game. Of-
ficer Ben Sherman (Ben McKenzie) unwisely 
juggles affairs with a schoolteacher and the 
sister of a Latino gang member, while his 
partner, hotheaded veteran Sammy Bryant 
(Shawn Hatosy)—locked in an ugly custody 
battle with his estranged, deadbeat-addict 
wife, Tammi (Emily Bergl)—runs afoul of 
Internal Affairs. Meanwhile, Detective Lydia 
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Adams (Regina King) adjusts to single-parent-
hood, bereavement, and baby-daddy drama 
with her married ex-lover’s suspicious wife. 
As a final season set, this doesn’t offer a com-
plete wrap-up, although a few key characters 
appear to be dead or dying at the fadeout of 
this critically acclaimed series. Compiling 
all 10 episodes from 2013, extras include a 
behind-the-scenes featurette and deleted 
scenes. Recommended. (C. Cassady)

To Be or Not to Be 
HHHH
Criterion, 99 min., not rated, 
DVD: 2 discs, $29.95; Blu-ray: 
$39.95

Legendary director Ernst 
Lubitsch—whose come-
dies of manners such as 
Ninotchka and Heaven Can Wait—master-
fully combine sophisticated satire with 
elegant sexual tension—turned toward 
an unusual subject in 1942’s To Be or Not 
to Be. With much of the world suffering 
under or fighting against Nazism, Lubitsch 
made a film that underscored the power of 
people resisting the spread of tyranny—not 
through a story about obvious heroes, but 
rather with lovably flawed and funny char-
acters who rise above such messy personal 
business as infidelity, thwarted ambition, 
and bruised egos. Jack Benny is superb as 
hammy Polish actor Joseph Tura, head of a 
theater troupe that includes his beautiful 
wife, Maria (Carole Lombard). With the 
threat of a German invasion hanging over 
Poland, Tura proceeds with a production of 
Hamlet but soon discovers that handsome 
fighter pilot and smitten fan Sobinski (Rob-
ert Stack) is taking the Prince of Denmark’s 
famous soliloquy as a cue to visit Maria 
backstage. Before the outraged Joseph can 
put an end to their affair, the Nazis occupy 
the city, forcing both the ensemble and 
Sobinski to collaborate on a vital mission 
to stop a German spy (Stanley Ridges) from 
reporting to a Nazi commander (Sig Ru-
man). The resulting chicanery involving 
disguises and subterfuge is both hilarious 
and ennobling. Presented with a new digital 
transfer on DVD and Blu-ray, extras include 
audio commentary by film historian David 
Kalat, Lubitsch’s 1916 German silent short 
“Pinkus’s Shoe Palace,” the 2010 French 
documentary “Lubitsch le Patron” on the 
director, and a booklet. Highly recom-
mended. Editor’s Choice. (T. Keogh)

Two Men in Manhattan 
HH1/2
Cohen, 85 min., in French 
w/English subtitles, not rated, 
DVD: $29.98, Blu-ray: $39.98

French crime movie mae-
stro Jean-Pierre Melville, 
who made this 1959 film 
between his clever heist classic Bob le Flambeur 

and his first major crime film hit Le Doulos, 
stars here as Moreau, a reporter on an all-
night mission to find the French ambassador 
to the U.N., who has gone missing without 
explanation. Moreau is as dogged as a private 
eye and he rouses photographer Delmas 
(Pierre Grasset)—a freewheeling freelancer 
and paparazzo—to lead him on an excursion 
into the nocturnal world of the Big Apple 
after dark to locate the ambassador’s mistress. 
Melville’s Two Men in Manhattan is a tribute 
to American detective films, partially shot 
on location in New York City, and mostly at 
night, which gives this black-and-white film a 
mix of documentary immediacy, photo essay 
elegance, and indie ingenuity, like a French 
New Wave film made in America. This is not 
the after-dark underworld of American film 
noir, however, but rather a visit to the fantasy 
playgrounds of high society and celebrity 
hideaways, with a cool jazz score. More of 
a lark than one of his accomplished films, 
Melville’s celebration of American crime 
movies and the romance of nighttime NYC 
debuts on DVD and Blu-ray with a sharp 
remastered transfer. Extras include a video 
conversation between film critics Jonathan 
Rosenbaum and Ignatiy Vishnevetsky, and 
a booklet. A strong optional purchase.  
(S. Axmaker)

The Walking Dead: The 
Complete Third Season 
HHH
Anchor Bay, 5 discs, 688 min., 
not rated, DVD: $69.98, Blu-
ray: $79.99

Based on the graphic 
novels by Robert Kirkman, 
TV’s zombie-survival drama The Walking 
Dead has become AMC’s top-rated series. 
The third season is built around the efforts 
of the dwindling survivor group led by Rick 
Grimes (Andrew Lincoln) to turn a prison 
into a protected homestead. But it turns out 
that the undead are less dangerous than the 
“Governor” (David Morrissey), the seem-
ingly paternal head honcho of a protected 
township that is guarded by an armed strike 
force willing to kill anyone threatening their 
leader’s power. This season also introduces 
Michonne (Danai Gurira), a warrior woman 
who prefers a kitan—a samurai sword—to 
a gun and is the most interesting character 
to date. As the Governor targets the strug-
gling Grimes band, Rick loses his wife and 
then his grip, forcing other members of the 
survivalist collective—including his young 
son, Carl (Chandler Riggs)—to step up. There 
are moments when The Walking Dead seems 
to spin its wheels, but when it gets going, 
this is riveting television that lives up to 
the expectations of its passionate following. 
Compiling all 16 episodes on DVD and Blu-
ray, extras include episode commentaries, 
behind-the-scene featurettes, and deleted 
scenes. Recommended. (S. Axmaker)

War & Peace HHH1/2
Acorn, 2 discs, 425 min., not 
rated, DVD: $49.99

“One must live. One must 
love. One must believe.” Leo 
Tolstoy’s epic 1869 novel 
is faithfully adapted (aside 
from the usual sins of omis-
sion and compression) in this handsomely-
mounted four-episode 2007 miniseries 
featuring an international cast. Opening in 
1805 and continuing through the disastrous 
invasion of Russia by Napoleon’s army in 
1812, War & Peace centers on the stories 
of three major characters: Natasha Rostov 
(Clémence Poésy), a spirited young woman 
eager to find romance; military hero Prince 
Andrej Bolkonsky (Alessio Boni), a tem-
peramentally reserved man who falls under 
Natasha’s bewitching spell; and bastard-son-
turned aristocratic count Pierre Bezukhov 
(Alexander Beyer), a larger-than life friend 
of Prince Andrej—given to philosophical 
musings and also unhappily married to the 
beautiful but possibly unfaithful society 
hostess Helene Kuragin (Violante Placido). 
Unfolding simultaneously are events in the 
lives of the extended families of the Rostovs 
(including off-to-war son Nikolaj, played by 
Dmitriy Isaev) and Bolkonskys (most no-
tably, Malcolm McDowell’s curmudgeonly 
patriarch), as well as various other colorful 
characters, such as sleep-loving but battle-
avoiding Russian general Kutuzov (Vladimir 
Ilin) and high-society backstage-manipulat-
ing matron Márja Dmitrijewna Achrosímowa 
(Brenda Bleythn). While purists will certainly 
carp (over Natasha’s blonde hair, among 
other things), director Robert Dornhelm’s 
opulent production (reputedly budgeted at 
$70 million)—filmed on location in Russia 
and Lithuania—ultimately compares quite 
favorably with both the 1972 miniseries 
with Anthony Hopkins (VL-1/08) and Sergei 
Bondarchuk’s Oscar-winning 1969 classic 
(which today suffers from its overuse of 
distracting late ‘60s cinematic tropes such as 
kaleidoscopic images). Highly recommended. 
(R. Pitman)

Visit Video Librarian Online (www.
videolibrarian.com) for more reviews 
during November and December, 
including: Aftermath, The Border: The 
Complete First Season, Bullfighter and 
the Lady, Chicago Fire: Season One, Early 
Fassbinder, Foyle’s War: Set 7, Grimm: Sea-
son Two, In Old Arizona, The Man in the 
Iron Mask, Parade’s End, Penny Serenade, 
Person of Interest: The Complete Second 
Season, Return to Neverland, Scandal: 
The Complete Second Season, Shanks, and 
much more!
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Ordering information for the titles reviewed in 
this section can be found in the “Distributor  
Addresses” listings at the back of the magazine.

	 HHHH= Excellent

	 HHH= Good

	 HH= Fair

	 H= Poor

 PPR = Public Performance Rights

 DD = Digital Download

 Aud = Audience

 K = Preschool-Kindergarten

 E = Elementary (grades 1-3)

 I = Intermediate (grades 4-6)

 J = Jr. High (grades 7-8)

 H = High School (grades 9-12)

 C = Colleges & Universities

 P = Public Libraries

The Amazing World of Gumball: The 
Party	HHH
(2013) 132 min. DVD: $14.98. Warner Home 
Video (avail. from most distributors). ISBN: 978-1-
624-04488-5.

Junior high student cat Gumball Wat-
terson, his family—including former 
goldf ish pet turned walking pseudo-
brother Darwin—and friends (such as a 
T-rex and a banana) are featured in this 
12-episode compilation from the 2011-12 
first season of the Cartoon Network-aired 
series. The titular episode, “The Party,” 
finds Gumball protesting too much about 
his love for Penny the moose (“Why are 
your eyes shaped like hearts?” asks Dar-
win. “Allergies…” swoons Gumball, as he 
gazes at Penny across the lunchroom), and 
then struggling to land another date to a 
coveted party. When Granny Jojo comes 
to babysit in “The Kiss,” Gumball is trau-
matized after her usual dreaded smooch 
accidentally ends up on his lips. In “The 
Secret,” Gumball and Darwin are locked in 
a bathroom where they share a secret. Also 
including “The Debt,” “The Goons,” “The 
Poltergeist,” “The Prank,” and more, this 
silly series is the smart equivalent of Fun-
yuns for the brain. Bonus features include 
a character gallery. Recommended. Aud: P.  
(J. Williams-Wood)

The Angry Beavers: The Complete Series 
HHH
(2013) 10 discs. 1,320 min. DVD: $29.95. Shout! 
Factory (avail. from most distributors).

The title characters of this rambunctious 
Nickelodeon-aired 1997-2001 cartoon com-
edy are young beaver brothers Norbert (voiced 
by Nick Bakay) and Daggett (Richard Horvitz), 
who—after being abruptly ejected by their 
parents—build their own bachelor-pad dam 
and fend for themselves in episodes that are 
festooned with the siblings’ nonsense-word 
vocabulary (“spooty”) and pop-culture 
references (some so obscure that the writers 
seem to be joking with themselves). Norbert’s 
smooth tones and lounge-guy delivery vs. 
Dag’s impulsive recklessness adds a slight 
Martin/Lewis vibe to the all-over-the-map 
antics, as the duo vie to be the first beavers 
in space, compete with a squad of singing 
lumberjacks, sample the pampered life as 
housepets, babysit their nieces, and meet 
a hippie-ish Bigfoot creature legendary for 
its enormous butt. One of the highlights of 
this 62-episode set is “The Day the Earth 
Got Really, Really Screwed Up,” a dazzlingly 
visualized sci-fi/horror tribute featuring the 
voices of William Schallert, Adrienne Bar-
beau, Peter Graves, and Jonathan Haze. Other 
guest voiceovers include Eric Idle, Morgan 
Fairchild, Ed Asner, Ed McMahon, Waylon 
Jennings, and Bronson Pinchot. A definitely 
spooty-ful collection, this is recommended. 
Aud: P. (C. Cassady)

Barbie Mariposa & the Fairy Princess 
HH1/2
(2013) 80 min. DVD: $19.98, Blu-ray/DVD 
Combo: $26.98. Universal Studios Home 
Entertainment (avail. from most distributors). SDH 
captioned.

The character Barbie Mariposa makes a 
return in this 25th Barbie branded direct-
to-video release. Part Barbie/part butterfly, 

Barbie Mariposa is a diplomat for her glitter-
ing, magical realm of Flutterfield, traveling 
to Shimmervale in order to make peace with 
the Crystal Fairies (also Barbies, of course), 
and becoming fast friends with Princess 
Catania, the supposed antagonist. Needless 
to say there are bumps along the way caused 
by misunderstanding and miscommunica-
tion. Also featuring a cute race of small 
furry creatures, this creatively-animated 
franchise entry carries familiar messages 
promoting friendship, tolerance, kindness, 
literacy, and—of course—the implication 
that plenty of Barbie merchandise is avail-
able for budding consumers whose parents 
succumb to the cross-marketing. Extras in-
clude a “blooper reel,” music videos, and two 
bonus episodes. Sure to appeal to the young 
girl target audience, this is a strong optional 
purchase. Aud: P. (T. Fry)

Dragons: Riders of Berk, Part 1 HHH
(2012) 2 discs. 242 min. DVD: $19.98. 
DreamWorks Home Entertainment (avail. from 
most distributors). Closed captioned.

Based on the book series by Cressida 
Cowell (and the 2010 feature film), this 
well-produced Cartoon Network-aired ac-
tion-adventure series retains some of the 
original voice cast, including Jay Baruchel 
as teen protagonist Hiccup, along with 
America Ferrara (“Astrid”) and Christopher 
Mintz-Plasse (“Fishlegs”). Set on the mythical 
Viking Isle of Berk, this 11-episode spin-off 
compilation begins with “How to Start a 
Dragon Academy,” which illustrates how 
Hiccup comes to use his own pet dragon 
Toothless and his other friends’ creatures to 
the advantage of the village, where residents 
are fed up with dragon mischief and chaos 
(such as the gross and always-punctual 3 p.m. 
poop-fest overhead). Other episodes include 
“Viking for Hire” (a blacksmith tries to find 
his place in the world after his weapons are 

The Best of I Love Toy Trains Parts 1-6 HHH
(2013) 60 min. DVD: $12.99. TM Books & Video (avail. from most 
distributors). PPR. ISBN: 978-1-936890-22-4.

Has the I Love Toy Trains series been chugging down the tracks 
long enough to put out a “best of” compilation drawn from the 
first 12 titles? Well, if the steam rising from almost 3 million 
copies sold is any indication, this series has indeed been a run-
away success. The live-action format remains highly appealing, 
combining footage of imaginative and fun model sets (reflecting 
a variety of themes, from accurate depictions of freight and pas-

senger conveyors to more fanciful set-ups) with shots of real-life trains, from vintage to 
modern (steam, electric, and diesel). More than just riding the rails, the model trains 
here often do extra duty (like loading, hauling, and unloading jelly beans). Along the 
way, kids receive basic lessons in rail transportation and related matters (such as types 
of bridges). The voiceovers are often performed by children, animals are given narrative 
roles, and original music is performed by James Coffey, who has a talent for writing 
and singing catchy tunes that help propel the visuals. A second volume is also newly 
available, The Best of I Love Toy Trains Parts 7–12. Sure to appeal to young rail fans, this 
is recommended. Aud: P. (C. Block)
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no longer needed to attack dragons), “The 
Terrible Twos” (about a new baby dragon 
named Torch that Hiccup takes in, resulting 
in a touch of sibling rivalry with Toothless), 
“Portrait of Hiccup As a Buff Man” (Hiccup 
worries that his robust bearded father is 
embarrassed by his son’s small physique and 
tries to impress him with a dangerous mis-
sion), and the two-parter “Heather Report,” 
featuring Mae Whitman (Disney’s Tinker Bell 
series) and Mark Hamill as villain Alvin the 
Treacherous. Bonus features include behind-
the-scenes featurettes and a music video. Also 
newly available is Dragons: Riders of Berk, Part 
2. Sure to be popular, this is definitely recom-
mended. Aud: P. (J. Williams-Wood)

Littlest Pet Shop: Petacular Escapades 
HHH
(2013) 110 min. DVD: $14.98. Shout! Kids (avail. 
from most distributors). Closed captioned.

This latest incarnation of the Hasbro-toy-
based video franchise serves up glossy, com-
puter-animated, song-filled tales centering 
on doe-eyed young protagonist Blythe, who 
is able to communicate with the animals at 
the titular day camp, including purple span-
iel Zoe, aqua mongoose Sunil, and laidback 
green gecko Vinnie. This five-episode set 
kicks off with “Blythe’s Crush,” in which 
our heroine collides with a cute green-eyed 

skateboarder while rollerblading and goes on 
a wild goose chase to try to return the boy’s 
keys—on the advice of Sunil, who is not sure 
about his newfound “psychic” powers. Also 
featuring “Dumb Dumbwaiter,” “Lights, 
Camera, Mongoose,” and “What Did You 
Say?” (in which the gang is worried when 
Blythe catches a cold that makes her unable 
to hear them speak), the set concludes with 
“Terriers & Tiaras,” which offers a silly spin on 
pageant competitions. Bonus features include 

a sing-along song. Recommended. Aud: P.  
(J. Williams-Wood)

LMNO Peas HHH
(2013) 6 min. DVD: $59.95 (study guide included). 
Weston Woods Studios. PPR. Closed captioned. 
ISBN: 0-545-57155-3.

Animated by Soup2Nuts, this short and 
peppy musical adaptation of author and 
illustrator Keith Baker’s 2010 picture book 
features music and vocals by Billy Joel Band 

Nelson Mandela HHH1/2
(2013) 10 min. DVD: $59.95 (study guide included). Weston Woods 
Studios. PPR. Closed captioned. ISBN: 0-545-60947-X.

Homage is paid to former South African President Nelson 
Mandela in this iconographic-animated adaptation of author 
and illustrator Kadir Nelson’s 2013 richly detailed picture 
book. Narrated by Forest Whitaker, Nelson Mandela offers a 
concentrated look at the life of Mandela from his days as a 
barefoot youngster on the grassy village hills of Qunu, to his 
being educated in Johannesburg towards a law career, to his 
first arrest for speaking out against apartheid, and on through 

his long incarceration, and ultimate vindication. Contrasting Mandela’s quest for 
freedom with his bountiful country being overrun by European settlement (“…slowly, 
the people were conquered”), this timely biographical short—animated by Cha-Pow! 
and featuring music by Ernest Troost—includes a bonus interview with the author. 
Highly recommended. Aud: E, P. (J. Williams-Wood)

Editors’ Choice. 
— The New York Times

Book Review

Must-Have
BOOK-BASED
CHILDREN’S
VIDEOS

MOONDAY by Adam Rex November 12

When the Moon disrupts a town by 
lowering itself into a family’s backyard, 
a child � nds a way to return the Moon 
to its proper place in the sky. $38.99

MR. WUFFLES by David Wiesner

Mr. Wuf� es doesn’t care about toy mice 
or gold� sh. He’s much more interested 
in playing with a little spaceship full of 
actual aliens. Between motion sickness 
and damaged equipment, the aliens 
are in deep trouble. 

Starred Review. 
 — Kirkus Reviews

Starred Review. “ — School Library Journal

 Available October 22 SRP:  $38.99

2013 Boston Globe Horn Book 
Award—Best Picture Book

Editor’s 
Choice.

— The New 
York Times Book 

Reviews
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member Crystal Taliefero. Here, little green 
anthropomorphic peas act out various sce-
narios tied to different letters of the alphabet: 
“e” features eaters, electricians, and explorers; 
“j” introduces judges and jugglers; and the 
somewhat sinister “o” includes “outlaws tak-
ing more” (with tiny veggies in robber masks 
stealing from a safe). Combining Taliefero’s 
jaunty singing with sound effects, as well 
as kids chanting letters and chorus-like 
phrases (“We’re peas!”), this snazzy, jazzy 
adaptation of the ALA Notable Book and 
School Library Journal and Publisher’s Weekly 
starred review selection features a bonus in-
terview with Baker. Recommended. Aud: K, P.  
(J. Williams-Wood)

My Little Pony: Equestria Girls HHH
(2013) 72 min. DVD: $16.99, Blu-ray/DVD 
Combo: $24.98. Shout! Factory (avail. from most 
distributors). Closed captioned.

This latest addition to the My Little Pony 
series finds protagonist Twilight Sparkle get-
ting ready for a special princess summit but 
having doubts about her skills as a newly-ap-
pointed leader. Her strengths are immediately 
put to the test when a thief steals Twilight’s 
crown and she gives chase, winding up trav-
eling through a magic mirror into another 
dimension. A villainous ex-student of Eques-
tria ruler Princess Celestia, the burglar Sunset 

Shimmer wanted the tiara in order to use its 
powers in the other realm…where Twilight 
discovers that she’s been transformed from a 
winged four-legged Alicorn into a two-legged 
creature with fingers instead of hooves and a 
small nose rather than a muzzle. Along with 
the help of her sidekick Spike (a dragon who 
becomes a dog), Twilight’s visit to the hu-
man world has her navigating high school, 
where she constantly bumps into Sunset’s 

ex-BF Flash Sentry, and discovers five real-
girl mirror images of pony pals back home 
(Rarity, Applejack, Fluttershy, Pinkie Pie, and 
Rainbow Dash), who band together to help 
Twilight stop Sunset and retrieve the crown. 
Bonus features include behind-the-scenes 
featurettes and karaoke songs. A colorful, 
musical through-the-looking-glass adventure 
sure to appeal to series’ fans, this is recom-
mended. Aud: P. (J. Williams-Wood)

Sesame Street: C Is for Cooking HHH
(2013) 128 min. DVD: $14.98. Warner Home Video (avail. from most 
distributors).

Focusing on food, this yummy latest addition to the popular 
children’s series finds Elmo making orange juice popsicles, 
real-life kids rhyming while creating sundaes, and the Cookie 
Monster playing as a contestant on a culinary game show. C Is 
for Cooking also features Oscar-nominee Amy Adams making an 
upside-down cake (but getting talked into using a different fruit 
by an anthropomorphic pineapple), and a segment on follow-
ing recipe directions with Jason Schwartzman as the spangled 
host of a Cast Iron Cook reality show parody. Other vignettes include a visit to a sushi 
restaurant (with chopstick practice), a recipe for oatmeal raisin cookies (with a men-
tion of grown-up help), a “Murray Has a Little Lamb” segment in which youngsters 
make stuffed corn tortillas at cooking school, and a class science project involving 
wheat and fresh bread. Bonus features include the episode “Elmo’s Magic Cookbook,” 
downloadable activity and recipe pages, and a print recipe booklet. Recommended. 
Aud: K, P. (J. Williams-Wood)

Available from all major distributors
Watch trailers at: www.tmbv.com

TM BOOKS & VIDEO • (800) 892-2822
Box 9228, Michigan City, IN 46361

Award-winning DVDs for Children

John Deere  
Fun on the Farm – Part 1
UPC 7 80484 63587 4

The Best of I Love Toy Trains 
– Parts 7-12
UPC 7 80484 96171 3

The Best of I Love Toy Trains 
– Parts 1-6
UPC 7 80484 96170 6

I Love Toy Trains  
– Ticket to Ride
UPC 7 80484 00026 9

John Deere  
Earth Mover Action
UPC 7 80484 63576 8

I Love Toy Trains  
– Roar of the Rails
UPC 7 80484 96172 0

John Deere  
Fun on the Farm – Part 1
UPC 7 80484 96131 7

The Tractor Mac Show
UPC 7 80484 96184 3

John Deere  
Action – Part 4
UPC 7 80484 96168 3

All About John Deere  
for Kids – Part 1
UPC 7 80484 63551 5
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‘Tis the Season
Caillou: Let’s Go 
Sledding HHH
(2013) 75 min. DVD: $9.99. 
PBS Video (avail. from 
most distributors). SDH 
captioned. ISBN: 978-1-
60883-951-3.

Canadian preschooler 
Caillou (pronounced 
“cay-you”) is back in this latest seasonal 
compilation from the PBS Kids series. 
Featuring three programs with several 
vignettes in each, Let’s Go Sledding in-
cludes the “Caillou Learns Patience” 
stories “Rushing the Raspberry” (in 
which Caillou desperately tries to make 
a home berry plant grow big so he can 
share the fruits of his labor with his class-
mates), “Wait to Skate” (Dad’s building 
a mini ice-skating rink, but Caillou is 
disappointed at how long it takes for the 
water to freeze), “Calliou the Storyteller” 
(a superhero story on a rainy day), and 
“Caillou’s Hiccups” (a spaghetti slurp-
ing tale). Also featuring “Caillou in the 
Garden” and “Caillou the Snowman” 
(with the stories “Snowflakes,” about the 
first snow of the season, hockey-themed 
“Caillou Shoots! He Scores!”, “Practice 
Makes Perfect,” and “Caillou Goes To-
bogganing”), this solid addition to the 
series includes bonus coloring pages 
and activities. Recommended. Aud: P.  
(J. Williams-Wood)

It’s a SpongeBob 
Christmas! HHH
(2012) 22 min. DVD: 
$14.98, Blu-ray/DVD 
Combo: $21.99. Paramount 
Home Video (avail. from 
most distributors). SDH 
captioned. ISBN: 1-4157-
6778-5 (blu-ray).

This 2012 stop-motion animated holiday 
special, starring cartoon favorite Sponge-
Bob and his neighbors in the underwater 
realm of Bikini Bottom, features interludes 
with a hook-handed pirate and his parrot 
pal, as well as a jingle-embellished opening 
sequence. While Squidward decorates his 
house with lights to advise Santa (guest 
voiced by John Goodman) to “go away,” 
Patrick wants to trap the jolly fat man, and 
the villainous Plankton has a mischievous 
plan to lace the community’s fruitcakes 
with his special brand of “Jerktonium” in 
a bid to make himself look better (in com-
parison) on Kris Kringle’s naughty and nice 
list. Cheerful and chipper SpongeBob na-
ively helps distribute the tainted goodies, 
but doesn’t seem to be affected by the evil, 

so Plankton creates a flame-throwing auto-
mated robot version of our hero…with silly 
results. Extras include a behind-the-scenes 
featurette and a yule log segment. Exclusive 
to the Blu-ray release are 10 bonus episodes 
and a Violent Femmes music video. Recom-
mended. Aud: P. (J. Williams-Wood)

The Snowman and the 
Snowdog HHHH
(2012) 24 min. DVD: $9.99. 
NCircle Entertainment (avail. 
from most distributors).

This 2012 sequel to the 
Oscar-nominated 1982 
animated adaptation of 
Raymond Briggs’ wordless 1978 picture 
book follows a mom, her freckle-cheeked 
son, and their barking pet as they move 
into a new home. By the time the jack-o-
lanterns decay, the family dog is buried 
in the backyard (an offscreen death, 
although the sight of its ball and collar 
on the mound is heartbreaking), and 
the boy’s spirits are still low when he 
writes a letter for Santa. He also hap-
pens to stumble on a loose floorboard, 
discovering a box with a hat, scarf, and 
coal…and an aged photo of another 
youngster standing happily with a snow-
man friend. Setting out to build his own 
snowman, the boy gets the bright idea 
to make a canine companion, and at 
night is amazed to hear the dog barking 
and see his icy buddies come to life! The 
boy, the dog, and the snowman enjoy a 
fun nighttime escapade featuring flying, 
sledding, skiing, and a meeting with Santa 
that may result in the best present of all. 
A heartwarming, magical companion to 
the original, boasting gorgeous animation 
and a delicate score (in addition to Andy 
Burrows’ majestic theme song “Light 
the Night”), bonus features include the 
poignant behind-the-scenes featurette 
“How The Snowman Came Back to Life,” 
narrated by Juliet Stevenson, which 
features the reclusive Briggs. Highly 
recommended. Editor’s Choice. Aud: P.  
(J. Williams-Wood)

Thomas & Friends: 
Santa’s Little Engine 
HHH
(2013) 59 min. DVD: $14.98. 
Lionsgate (avail. from 
most distributors). Closed 
captioned.

Thomas the talking 
tank engine and his friends on the Island 
of Sodor are back in this festive compila-
tion from the computer-animated series 
based on classic The Railway Series stories 
by the Rev. W. Awdry. “Santa’s Little En-

gine” finds Sir Robert (the Earl of Sodor) 
appointing a very nervous Sir Topham 
Hatt to “fill in” as Santa for a Christmas 
fair at Ulfstead Castle. Sir Topham is 
worried about navigating a sleigh with 
reindeer, but Thomas saves the day on 
the icy rails. Also including a “No Snow 
for Thomas,” “Frozen Turntable,” “The 
Missing Christmas Decorations” (the 
Steamies gang frets when the slightly 
sinister Diesel 10 and his cohorts steal 
holiday goodies, including a garland 
and lights), and “Snow Tracks,” bo-
nus features include “Guess Who?” 
puzzles and “Sir Topham Hatt’s Frosty 
Friend Game.” Recommended. Aud: P.  
(J. Williams-Wood)

Home Alone: The 
Holiday Heist (Fox, 
DVD: $19.98). Set in 
Maine, this latest 2012 
TV movie addition to 
the popular family film 
series again centers on 
bumbling burglars, and 
features Malcolm McDowell, Ed Asner, 
Debi Mazar, and Christian Martyn as 
young Finn.

Mike the Knight: 
Mike’s Christmas Sur-
prise (NCircle, DVD: 
$12.99). Knight-in-train-
ing Mike gets a surprise 
visitor during the holi-
day season in this collec-
tion of never-before-seen 
episodes. Also newly available at the 
same price is A Very Awesome Yo Gabba 
Gabba Christmas.

The Swan Princess 
Christmas (Sony, DVD: 
$14.99). Princess Odette, 
Prince Derek, and their 
forest creature buddies 
must stop Rothbart from 
ruining Christmas in 
this 2012 CGI-animated 
holiday spin-off from the original 1994 
film.

Veggie Tales: Merry 
Larry and the True 
Light of Christmas (Big 
Idea, DVD: $18.99). Larry 
the Cucumber takes the 
reins as “Head Elf” in 
this holiday-themed ad-
dition to the Christian 
children’s cartoon series.

New on DVD
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Puffer Learns About Ceramics HHH
(2013) 30 min. DVD: $29.95. Crystal Productions. 
PPR. ISBN: 978-1-56290-711-2.

Puffer the Puffin learns the basics of ceram-
ics from his friend Polly at her studio in this 
upbeat animated program from the Dropping 
in on… art series. The curious avian reporter 
learns how to make simple pots with coils 
and slabs, while Polly also introduces basic 
techniques for achieving different effects us-
ing varied clays and glazes, as well as making 
impressions with knives and other tools. Ter-
minology such as “kiln,” “wheel-thrown,” and 
“pottery wheel” are explained along the way, 
and viewers are encouraged to be creative, with 
multiple options offered for each lesson. Inter-
spersed throughout the animated instructional 
sequences are photographs of finished pottery 
by both prominent artists and young students. 
Puffer also learns how clay itself is formed in 
nature, and about its different uses around the 
world and throughout time. The animation has 
a striking retro look, with simple backgrounds 
and vivid colors that should appeal to a young 
audience. A supplementary booklet includes 
vocabulary, photos, discussion questions, 
and suggested classroom activities. Recom-
mended. Aud: E, I, P. (K. Cruver)
 
Winx Club: Magical Adventure HH1/2
(2013) 45 min. DVD: $16.99. Paramount Home 
Entertainment (avail. from most distributors). 
Closed captioned. ISBN: 1-4157-6920-6.

The lithe, big-eyed, magical Winx fairies are 
back in this CGI-animated sequel to The Secret 
of the Lost Kingdom Movie (VL-11/12). Auburn-
locked Bloom likes living with her newly-re-
united royal birth parents as the princess of 
Domino, but is even more excited about going 
to the ball with her hunky blond boyfriend, 
Sky. But Sky’s dad, King Erendor, tells his son 
to break the date (serving up a convoluted 
story about his past guilt), crushing Bloom, 
after which her own angry father launches 
a campaign to find a more suitable partner. 
Stressed, Bloom and gal pals Stella, Flora, Lay-
la, Musa, and Tecna go to visit Bloom’s Earth 
parents, and soon learn that their powers are 
fading—all because of a parallel plot carried 
out by the evil Trix trio under the auspices of 
the even more sinister Ancestral Witches. The 
Winx and their boy toy Specialists wind up 
chartering a flying ship to save a magical Tree 
of Life in this children’s title that combines 
color-saturated CGI scenes and giggly girl 
stuff. Bonus features include seven additional 
episodes. A strong optional purchase. Aud: P. 
(J. Williams-Wood)

Brainwave HH1/2
(2013) 3 discs. 562 min. DVD: $59.99. Acorn 
Media (avail. from most distributors). SDH 
captioned. ISBN: 978-1-62172-014-0.

A community outreach program initiated 

by Tim McHenry, Director of Public Programs 
and Performance at New York City’s Rubin 
Museum of Art, Brainwave is an online-aired 
series of conversations between scientists 
and celebrities about the workings of the 
human mind. This set collects 10 conversa-
tions filmed before live audiences between 
2008 and 2013, which are accompanied by 
rudimentary materials, mostly slides. The top-
ics cover a wide range, including discussions 
of bliss with writer Eric Weiner, anger with 
dyspeptic comedian Louis Black, meditation 
with Loch Kelly, fear with children’s horror 
author R.L. Stine, and disgust with chef 
Mario Batali (using taste as a touchstone). 
The physical nature of the universe is taken 
up by performance artist Laurie Anderson 
and astrophysicist Janna Levin, while chore-
ographer Mark Morris considers how move-
ment affects the brain with neuroscientist 
Bevil Conway. Three of the presentations 
feature musician Henry Rollins, actress 
Debra Winger, and novelist Amy Tan, who 
discuss the nature of dreams—whether they 
come true, and their impact on the creative 
process. McHenry appears briefly to introduce 
each segment. DVD extras include an illus-
trated viewer’s guide. A bit of a mishmash, 
content-wise, Brainwave should nevertheless 
attract a diverse audience given the big name 
participants, making this a strong optional 
purchase. Aud: C, P. (F. Swietek)

Faultless: The American Orphan HHH
(2013) 44 min. DVD: $19.99. Unthinkable (dist. by 
Vision Video).

This look at Christian faith-based adoption 

P S Y C H O L O G Y  &  S E L F - H E L P
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Augustine: A Voice for All Generations HHH1/2
(2013) 55 min. DVD: $19.99. Christian History Institute (dist. by Vision 
Video).

Hosted by Catholic author and radio-TV personality Mike 
Aquilina, this fascinating portrait of the Christian intellectual 
whose influence has endured for 16 centuries was filmed in Milan 
and Rome. Part of the appeal of St. Augustine’s story lies in the 
fact that he stumbled through life until finding the answers he 
sought in God. Born in the 4th century in what is now Algeria 
to a pagan intellectual father and a Christian mother, Augustine 
was raised to be an educated man of culture but instead became a 

rebellious pleasure-seeker. Still, the future saint had blazing intelligence, which led him 
to seek wisdom, although he was ambivalent about where he might find it. Helped by 
various patrons, Augustine became a success in Carthage and Rome as a for-hire orator, 
a secular professional who was drawn—albeit at arm’s length—to Christian thinkers 
such as Bishop Ambrose of Milan. Pulled away from Christianity for nearly a decade 
by the promise of secret knowledge from the Manicheans, Augustine eventually found 
himself caught between several competing faiths, a situation that reached a crisis dur-
ing a showdown between Ambrose’s Christians and the Empress Justina’s Aryans. The 
film takes viewers on Augustine’s long, lurching road to conversion and his eventual 
establishment of religious communities in Carthage and Rome, while also covering 
various details regarding his personal life—including the loss of a beloved concubine 
and their son. Highly recommended. Aud: P. (T. Keogh)

is designed to explore the topic and spark 
dialogue among churches, small groups, 
and others responding to the biblical call 
to be “defenders of the fatherless.” The grim 
stats—documenting how tough life can be on 
children who are never adopted—will surely 
give viewers pause regardless of personal re-
ligious beliefs. Faultless presents a clear look 
at a complex subject through interviews with 
adoptive parents, agency workers, church 
leaders, and the kids themselves. The inter-
viewees are honest; during one self-introduc-
tion, a man says that while his wife is 100 
percent in favor of adding to their family, 
he is “not quite there yet.” The conversation 
between the two helps frame the realities that 
families face in making a decision, and the 
often accompanying struggle between heart 
and head. On the potential adoptee side, a 
Native American young man, close to “aging 
out of the system,” wanted to be adopted but 
failed to gain the required approval of tribal 
elders; his simple testimony is heartbreaking. 
Filmmaker Jesse Lavender presents a number 
of moving stories, with many of the adults 
here feeling a divine hand guiding them to-
wards the youngsters they would take home. 
That’s not to say that Faultless presents a “bowl 
of cherries” view: there are ups and downs, 
but the rewards outweigh the drawbacks for 
those called here to adoptive parenthood. 
Recommended. Aud: P. (C. Block)

John Wesley: The Man and His Mission 
HHH
(2013) 55 min. DVD: $19.99. Wesley Mission (dist. 
by Vision Video).

Filmmaker Richard Attieh’s informative 
documentary traces the life and work of John 
Wesley, founder of the Methodist movement, 
who was born in 1703 in Epworth, England. 
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Saved from a fire as a child—a pivotal event 
in his later spiritual development—Wesley 
went to London at the age of 10 to be edu-
cated, and on to Oxford in 1720, eventually 
becoming both a priest and an instructor, 
leading a group called the Holy Club, 
where he began to form his ideas about 
personal belief in God. Overseas, Wesley 
endured a disastrous stint as a preacher 
in Savannah, GA, and was influenced 
by deeply spiritual Moravians who had 
settled in America. Back in England, his 
longing for deeper faith led him again to 
a Moravian preacher and a conversion in 
which he came to feel the power of personal 
salvation. The film looks at the success of 
Wesley’s “field preaching”—i.e., accessible 
services held outside of church halls that 
attracted miners and others to this new, 
populist religion of Methodism that would 
eventually have an enormous impact on 
worship, abolitionism, prison reform, and 
international politics, among other areas. 
Hosted by Wesley expert Keith Garner, this 
biographical portrait combines contempo-
rary location footage with archival material 
and interview clips. Extras include an inter-
active timeline and a featurette with Garner 
delivering a selection of Wesley’s sermons. 
Recommended. Aud: P. (T. Keogh)

The One and the Many HHH
(2012) 56 min. DVD: $24.95: individuals; $245 
(w/PPR): institutions. Documentary Educational 
Resources.

British filmmaker Andy Lawrence’s follow-
up to his 2011 documentary The Lover and 
the Beloved continues his profile of the Nath 
Yogis of Northern India, with Rajive McMul-
len, an Indo-Canadian research scholar at 
Punjab University, once again serving as the 
onscreen investigator into Hindu theology. 
The yogis profiled here are highly enter-
taining raconteurs, offering observations 
and anecdotes that run the gamut from the 
profoundly mystical to the refreshingly salty 
(although one yogi’s tale about an encounter 
with a mystical little girl may discomfort 
some). All of these wise men are politely 
amused by McMullen’s strange fascination 
with the heavy earrings that they wear. One 
of the most intriguing sequences—at least for 
many Western viewers—involves a discus-
sion about the possibility that Jesus studied 
in India during the 18-year gap in his New 
Testament biography. One yogi argues that an 
ancient figure known as Isa Nath was actually 
Jesus, a fascinating theory—especially given 
the similarities between Jesus’s ministry and 
the yogis’ focus. The One and the Many dives 
fairly quickly and deeply into its subject, but 

for those who are reasonably well-versed in 
Indian culture and religion, this journey 
will be rewarding. Recommended. Aud: C, 
P. (P. Hall)

10th Parallel HHH
(2011) 87 min. DVD: $398. Icarus Films. PPR.

Silvio Da-Rin’s film documents a perilous 
journey along the Envira River to the 10th 
Parallel south latitude on Brazil’s border with 
Peru—an area of rainforest inhabited by the 
world’s largest population of indigenous 
tribes who are still isolated from the larger 
society. But it’s also an intensely emotional 
quest for José Carlos Meirelles, an aging 
sertanista (wilderness explorer) employed by 
FUNAI, the National Indian Foundation of 
Brazil. Accompanied by anthropologist Txai 
Terri de Aquino and a tiny crew, Meirelles 
pilots a small boat to FUNAI outposts and 
coastal communities that have established 
tenuous relations with the outside world. 
Along the way, Meirelles talks about his 
lifetime of work in the region, explaining 
how FUNAI’s original policy of assimilation 
was abandoned after 1987, when it became 
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clear that the approach had resulted in the 
deaths of hundreds of thousands of tribal 
members, and the virtual enslavement of 
many others, especially in the interests of 
the rubber industry. Now FUNAI simply 
attempts to protect isolated peoples from 
encroachment. The expedition encounters 
some dangerous moments, but what gives 
this film special impact is Meirelles’ resig-
nation concerning the prospect of keeping 
still-uncontacted groups safe from the forces 
of modernity, and his recollections of earlier 
experiences, including once being wounded 
with an arrow and on another occasion be-
ing forced to kill an attacker in self-defense, 
a memory that still haunts him. 10th Parallel 
offers no easy answers to the issues it raises, 
but it does successfully outline the problem 
of balancing reverence for the past with the 
drive for progress. Recommended. Aud: C, 
P. (F. Swietek)

After Newtown: Guns in America HHH
(2013) 60 min. DVD: $24.99 ($52.95 w/PPR). PBS 
Video. SDH captioned. ISBN: 978-1-60883-876-9.

Recent mass shootings have sparked fresh 
controversy over the role of guns in America, 
a recurring issue that has loomed large 
since the days of the explorers. Filmmaker 
Jonathan Silvers’ PBS-aired documentary 
notes that more Americans have been killed 
by gunfire in the last 45 years than in all 
previous wars. Guns are part of our national 
identity, guaranteed by the Second Amend-
ment of the Constitution, and were used 
early on for protection against wild animals, 
Indians, and frontier marauders. “The shot 
heard around the world” at the beginning 
of the Revolutionary War underscored the 
need for a “well-regulated militia” that was 
armed to help protect citizens from govern-
ment tyranny. However, this oft-repeated 
claim fails to note that guns were also used 
to intimidate southern blacks after the Civil 
War and kill or subdue Native Americans. 
After each war, more guns find their way 
into circulation, while our desire to own 
and use them continues to grow. After New-
town: Guns in America covers the rise of the 
National Rifle Association, which was origi-
nally a sportsmen’s organization formed by 
former Union generals who felt that the war 
was prolonged by poor marksmanship. The 
documentary also looks at the glorification of 
screen outlaws, the government’s attempts to 
regulate guns, and the NRA’s evolution into 
a militant gun rights group. Gun shows, the 
drug trade, and increased firepower have all 
played a role in the increasing body count. 
Viewpoints on both sides of the controversy 
are heard here, along with testimony from 
crime victim Bill Cosby and retired New York 
City detective Frank Serpico. Although hardly 
likely to change minds about an emotional 
subject, this is a thorough, well-organized, 
fair-minded, and informative documentary. 
Recommended. Aud: H, C, P. (S. Rees)

Agrofuels: Starving People, Feeding 
Greed HH1/2
(2012) 28 min. DVD: $34.95: public libraries; $75: 
community colleges; $125: colleges & universities. 
Media Education Foundation. PPR. ISBN: 1-
932869-66-2.

Filmmakers Loren and Matt Feinstein 
pointedly do not use the word “biofuels” 
to describe the biodiesel and ethanol made 
from crops such as soy, sunflower, and palm 
(which produce oil), or corn, sugar cane, and 
sugar beets (sources of ethanol), because they 
say that there is nothing “bio” about farming 
practices that are ruining the planet. Vast 
swaths of rainforest and other lands, largely 
in South America, are being cleared to plant 
agrofuel monocultures, but once the soil is 
depleted the land is abandoned and new areas 
are burned. According to the filmmakers, 
one-fifth of the world’s carbon emissions 
stem from such deforestation. Agrofuels at-
tacks agricultural giants Bunge, Cargill, and 
ADM, as well as Monsanto, DuPont, and Syn-
genta—which develop seed, herbicides, and 
genetically modified plants—for contributing 
to global warming, displacing indigenous 
populations, and hijacking crops that could 
otherwise feed millions. The documentary, 
not surprisingly, makes no attempt to be 
balanced, and the reporting is sometimes 
sloppy—a mention of the use of slave labor 
in clearing lands is never substantiated—and 
many of the interviewees espouse passionate 
views based on opinion and anecdote rather 
than academic or political knowhow. Scenes 
of demonstrations and discussions do not 
lead to any solid plan of action, and the 
takeaway suggestions—buy local, consume 
less, ride a bike—can’t match the magnitude 

of the issue. Even with these flaws, however, 
Agrofuels tells an important environmental 
story, and is therefore recommended with 
reservations. Aud: C, P. (F. Gardner)

Black Africa White Marble HHH1/2
(2012) 86 min. DVD: $398. Icarus Films. PPR.

An amazing feat of nonfiction storytell-
ing, filmmaker Clemente Bicocchi’s docu-
mentary about African social dysfunction 
and corruption incorporates marionettes, 
animation, and a village griot to help tell 
related century-apart narratives of Third 
World imperialism. In the late 19th and 
early 20th century, European explorer Pietro 
Savorgnan de Brazza earned a reputation as a 
respectful and honorable white man among 
tribal leaders in the Belgian Congo. While 
investigating charges of economic exploita-
tion and slavery among colonial companies, 
Brazza suddenly took ill and died, after which 
his widow claimed he was murdered. Around 
a hundred years later, the government of the 
poverty-wracked Congo seeks to relocate the 
remains of the still-venerated Brazza to a huge 
white-marble shrine in the capital city of 
Brazzaville. But the hero’s Italian descendants 
detect a scheme—backed by oil multination-
als and the dictatorship—to trade on Brazza’s 
good name for deceitful secret agendas. 
Based on the published writings of principal 
interviewee Idanna Pucci, this eye-opening 
documentary is highly recommended. Aud: 
C, P. (C. Cassady)

The Black Kungfu Experience HHH
(2012) 60 min. DVD: $24.99 ($54.95 w/PPR). PBS 
Video. SDH captioned. ISBN: 978-1-60883-902-5.

Thanks to the popular 1970s TV series star-

Call Me Kuchu HHH1/2
(2012) 86 min. DVD: $29.95. Docurama (avail. from most distributors). 
Closed captioned.

Simultaneously heartbreaking and boldly optimistic, Call Me 
Kuchu stands with After Stonewall and The Times of Harvey Milk 
as a milestone in the history of gay-themed documentaries. Co-
directed by Katherine Fairfax Wright and Malika Zouhali-Worrall, 
the film focuses on veteran activist David Kato—the first openly 
gay man in Uganda—as he struggles to repeal the homophobic 
laws and policies that force Uganda’s lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender men and women (known collectively as “kuchus”) 

into hiding. Kato’s latest challenge takes the form of a new “Anti-Homosexuality Bill” 
that proposes the death sentence for HIV-positive gay men and prison for anyone who 
shelters or fails to turn in a known homosexual. Adding fuel to this already dangerous 
fire is the abhorrent homophobia spread by Uganda’s newspapers, which begin “outing” 
kuchus with impunity, publishing photos of LGBT citizens and calling for their execu-
tion. In Kato’s eyes we see the gentle certainty of a man committed to his cause and 
beloved for his bravery, and it is absolutely gut-wrenching when he is murdered during 
the making of this film. From the hateful paranoia of a leading newspaper editor to the 
historic United Nations hearings on the matter of Uganda’s homophobic government, 
Call Me Kuchu covers a lot of personal and sociopolitical territory, incorporating news 
footage (including clips from MSNBC’s The Rachel Maddow Show) with interviews of 
gay and lesbian Ugandans who are fighting for their liberation and continuing Kato’s 
struggle in his honor. Extras include deleted scenes. Highly recommended. Aud: C, P. 
(J. Shannon)
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ring David Carradine, and martial arts movies 
featuring stars such as Bruce Lee, kung fu at-
tracted attention and gained followers in the 
United States. Some of these kung fu pioneers 
would emerge in the African American com-
munity, including Ron Van Clief (known as 
the “black dragon”), who turned to martial 
arts as a way to escape racism while also as-
serting black pride. Martha Burr and Mei-Juin 
Chen’s PBS-aired documentary highlights 
black kung fu figures from that early era, 
including Dennis Brown, Tayari Casel, and 
Don Hamby. One man recalls slipping into 
theaters in his city’s Chinatown section in the 
1960s, which was then one of the few places 
to see kung fu films. Becoming an expert 
meant seeking out Asian fighters as far away 
as Hong Kong, and pursuing self-education 
by reading texts on the subject, not an easy 
task since many of the books weren’t trans-
lated into English. Some practitioners, such 
as Van Clief, eventually starred in low-budget 
action films made in two weeks, films that 
dovetailed with other popular blaxploita-
tion movies of the time (one flick boasts “big 
mothers are his specialty!”). Kung fu is part 
fighting and part choreography, and requires 
discipline, proper breath control, and correct 
stance, while the more afro-centric form 
adds drums, dance, and ritual. Many of the 
early black kung fu pioneers have gone on to 
become trainers, mentors, and role models, 
a reminder that kung fu isn’t just something 
you learn, but more of a way of life. Intertwin-
ing interview clips with archival footage, this 
entertaining documentary should have wide 
appeal. DVD extras include bonus kung fu 
footage. Recommended. Aud: P. (S. Rees)

Blood Brother HHH
(2013) 92 min. DVD or Blu-ray: $200: public 
libraries; $350: colleges & universities. Tugg (avail. 
from http://licenses.tugg.com). PPR.

A young American travelling through 
India on a journey of self-discovery has a 
life-changing experience after visiting an 
orphanage/care center housing women and 
children with HIV and AIDS. That’s the up-
lifting story behind Steve Hoover’s Sundance 
Grand Jury Prize-winning documentary, 
which follows his friend Rocky Braat, who 
decides to stay for awhile and help care for 
the afflicted. Braat returns to the U.S. when 
his visa expires, and the film details Braat’s 
own troubled childhood, complete with 
interviews of relatives, before returning to 
India, where Hoover records the intense bond 
that develops between the children and Braat 
(the kids call him their brother), who tends 
to his charges while exhibiting none of the 
fear of close contact that most others do. 
Blood Brother contains harrowing episodes of 
abrupt hospitalizations and lingering deaths 
that are hard to watch, especially since they 
involve desperately ill children, some of 
whom talk with disarming candor about 
their conditions. But for the most part, the 
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narrative concentrates on the love that Braat 
brings to suffering people who are shunned, 
giving so completely of himself while also 
finding romance with a young Indian woman 
named Nimmi, leading to the prospect of 
marriage. In the end, Blood Brother tells more 
of a hopeful than depressing story, celebrating 
the indomitability of the human spirit even 
in circumstances of almost unimaginable 
poverty and pain. Recommended. Aud: C, 
P. (F. Swietek)

Carbon for Water HH1/2
(2011) 23 min. DVD: $250. Filmakers Library 
(dist. by Alexander Street Press). PPR. ISBN: 978-1-
4631-1725-2.

Co-directors Evan Abramson and Carmen 
Elsa López’s short documentary profiles a 
plan to bring clean water to Kenya’s poor. 
Although boiling contaminated water helps, 
firewood is scarce, and cultural tradition 
stipulates that women must do all the col-
lecting—dangerous work that exposes them 
to sexual assault and animal attacks. And, as 
University of Nairobi climatology professor 
Richard Odingo explains, deforestation con-
tributes to a decrease in precipitation, which 
can give rise to medical complications and 
tribal skirmishes, creating a vicious circle, 
with those who drink untreated water suffer-
ing even greater health problems, including 
dysentery, cholera, and typhoid. In 2011, the 
Swiss company Vestergaard Frandsen decides 
to use carbon credits to help alleviate these 
problems, installing home filtration systems 
throughout the Western Province. After part-
nering with a variety of non-governmental 
organizations and 4,000 community health 
workers, they implement a project designed 
to improve the lot of some 4.5 million people. 
Aside from townspeople, such as 9-year-old 
Anzelma, speakers include Bishop Titus Kha-
mala of the Cornerstone Mission and Dr. Ju-
lius Kipng’etich of the Kenya Wildlife Service. 
In a few brief strokes, Abramson and López 
document the 25-day installation process, 
but while the recipients do immediately seem 
happier, the story ends at that point, with no 
epilogue offered to show whether this ambi-
tious campaign did or did not work out. Still, 
the inspirational Carbon for Water should be 
considered a strong optional purchase. Aud: 
C, P. (K. Fennessy)

Chasing Ice HHH1/2
(2012) 75 min. DVD: $29.95, Blu-ray: $39.95. 
Docurama (avail. from most distributors). Closed 
captioned.

Filmmaker Jeff Orlowski’s Sundance Grand 
Jury Prize-nominated Chasing Ice profiles 
nature photographer James Balog and his 
Extreme Ice Survey project—a mission 
launched in 2005 to visually document 
climate change by painstakingly stationing 
dozens of specially-made high-end Nikon 
digital-still cameras (capable of time-lapse 
photography under harsh conditions) to 

capture the retreat of ancient and presumably 
slow-moving glaciers. After many technical 
difficulties (compounded by Balog’s knee 
problems, which threaten to cripple him), 
the footage is sequenced and what it reveals 
is horrifying: the planet’s centuries-old ice 
formations are melting away in accelerated 
fashion over a period of mere months. The 
documentary loudly wears its global-warm-
ing sentiments on its sleeve, setting up a 
Balog-vs.-Goliath drama in which various 
greenhouse gas-bags at Fox News and within 
the Republican Party sow insidious doubt 
about the science behind climate change—at 
least until these images hit the mediasphere. 
Despite the depressing findings, the ice-field 
footage here is breathtaking (earning a 
Sundance win for cinematography). Extras 
include a “making-of” featurette, film festival 
Q&As, and a science update. Exclusive to the 
Blu-ray release are an audio commentary by 
the director, additional behind-the-scenes 
featurettes, a music video for the Oscar-
nominated song “Before My Time” (featuring 
Scarlett Johansson and Joshua Bell), and a 
photo-filled booklet. Highly recommended. 
Aud: C, P. (C. Cassady)

How Racism Harms White Americans 
HH1/2
(2013) 52 min. DVD: $34.95: public libraries; $50: 
community colleges; $125: colleges & universities. 
Media Education Foundation. PPR. ISBN: 1-
932869-75-1.

In this lecture by John H. Bracey Jr., widely 
published author and a professor in the 
W.E.B. Du Bois Department of Afro-American 

Studies at the University of Massachusetts 
Amherst, the terrible effects of slavery and 
racism on African Americans is hardly ig-
nored, but Bracey’s main point is that racism 
harms white Americans as well. Bracey is not 
suggesting, of course, that whites have suf-
fered from a similar amount of physical and 
psychological abuse, but rather that racism 
has undermined democracy and the achieve-
ment of social equality by pitting work-
ing-class whites against blacks, ultimately 
blinding whites to the political and economic 
interests they share in common with African 
Americans. Bracey delivers his remarks in a 
folksy yet combative style that makes his over-
view of American history compelling, even if 
one might debate some simplifications and 
rhetorical flourishes. Some viewers will also 
certainly flinch at his unabashed lambasting 
and characterization of the antipathy many 
whites feel toward President Obama as being 
just another example of the poisonous effect 
of racism. But even if his presentation isn’t 
totally convincing, it’s certainly thought-
provoking. Supplemented by well-chosen 
artwork and photographs serving as visual 
aids, this is a strong optional purchase. Aud: 
C, P. (F. Swietek)

Love Hate Love HHH
(2011) 83 min. DVD: $39.95: public libraries ($89 
w/PPR); $295 w/PPR: colleges & universities. The 
Video Project. Closed captioned.

Sean Penn executive-produced this docu-
mentary focusing on good works growing 
out of terrible situations. Co-directors Dana 
Nachman and Don Hardy build their narra-

Constitution USA HHH1/2
(2013) 2 discs. 240 min. DVD: $29.99 ($59.95 w/PPR). PBS Video. SDH 
captioned. ISBN: 978-1-60883-901-8.

In 1787, delegates gathered in Philadelphia at a Constitutional 
Convention in order to draft an “owner’s manual for a new 
nation.” In filmmaker Stephen Ives’s PBS-aired documentary 
series, Peter Sagal (host of NPR’s “Wait, Wait, Don’t Tell Me!”) 
hops on a motorcycle, traveling the highways and back roads 
while exploring how the titular four-page document continues 
to influence our lives in the 21st century. A constitutional scholar 
calls the document’s creation the “big bang” of American history; 

although the Revolution had been won, the country was struggling with questions 
over crippling debt, the power to tax, states rights vs. federal power, and the challenge 
of making divided government work. Some of the issues covered here include gun 
rights, setting boundaries on free speech, religious expression in the public square, 
press liberties, and the proper role of government. Sagal dashes from the Hoover 
Dam (symbol of government action for the public good), to the high school at Little 
Rock, AR, storm center of the 1950s integration crisis. Along the way, he interviews 
constitutional scholars, luminaries such as former Supreme Court justice Sandra Day 
O’Connor, a gay couple seeking the benefits of marriage, felons working to regain the 
right to vote, and even some constitution-toting good ol’ boys with some sharp views 
on government power. The point made here is that the nation is and always has been 
a work in progress, advancing toward fairness and inclusion through the Constitu-
tion and its amendments as part of a “flawed, epic, spectacular conversation.” Some 
of the segments are too brief, but this is a very entertaining and informative series on 
constitutional history, overall. DVD extras include behind-the scenes footage. Highly 
recommended. Aud: H, C, P. (S. Rees)
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tive around three ordinary individuals who 
were injured, killed, or affected by terrorist 
acts. Steve and Liz Alderman, who lost their 
son, Peter, on 9/11, use their compensation 
funds to set up a foundation to help survivors 
of traumatic events, traveling to Uganda to 
establish a clinic for victims of post-traumatic 
stress disorder, including a young man who 
served as a child soldier. The second story 
strand revolves around Ben Tullipan, a Bali-
based Australian merchant who lost his legs 
as the result of a car bomb in 2002. Doctors 
told him he would never walk again, but he 
has learned to get around with the aid of pros-
thetic limbs. Now he works as the president 
of a golf association for disabled players, and 
also offers guidance to young people dealing 
with the recent loss of a limb. And Esther 
Hyman, whose sister Miriam died during the 
2005 London bombings, has raised funds for 
a children’s eye care center in India, which 
includes a pediatric cancer unit. Esther chose 
India because Miriam had visited and “felt 
a strong connection to the people.” Clinic 
workers also visit remote locations to treat 
patients who would otherwise lack access 
to their care. Love Hate Love aims to inspire, 
a goal easily achieved through these well-
chosen and well-told stories. Recommended. 
Aud: C, P. (K. Fennessy)

The New Green Giants HHH
(2013) 47 min. DVD: $250. Organic Pictures (dist. 
by Bullfrog Films). PPR. SDH captioned. ISBN: 1-
93777-248-9.

The New Green Giants effectively squashes 
the myth that all organic farms are small 
operations run by earnest proto-hippies, 
illustrating instead how a movement has 
mushroomed into an industry, with many 
favorite brands now being produced on the 
farms and in the factories of huge agribusi-
ness conglomerates. Dallas-based Dean 
Foods, for instance, handles brands including 

Living Downstream HHH1/2
(2010) 85 min. DVD: $27.95. First Run Features (avail. from most 
distributors).

Living Downstream is a Canadian documentary based on the 
1997 alarm-bell book of the same name by biologist Dr. Sandra 
Steingraber—an Illinois native who, along with several other 
members of her family, contracted bladder cancer. What made Ste-
ingraber diagnose environmental causes as opposed to hereditary 
ones was a simple fact: she was adopted. Focusing on industrial 
toxins, Steingraber finds a witch’s brew of poisons—asbestos, 
benzene, formaldehyde, arsenic, PCBs—that have been released 
into the environment by industry and agriculture, toxins that often find insidious ways 
to enter the food chain (collecting in human breast milk, for one). Speaking not as an 
activist-scientist but also as a cancer survivor (facing a possible recurrence), Steingraber’s 
voice carries special authority. Although Steingraber—who cannot help but draw com-
parisons to science author and cancer casualty Rachel Carson (Silent Spring)—is a central 
force, director Chanda Chevannes frequently checks in with other researchers (mostly 
Canadian) also on the trail of the same deadly pollutants. DVD extras include two audio 
commentaries (one by Steingraber and Chevannes; the other by the filmmaking team), 
and related featurettes. Highly recommended. Aud: C, P. (C. Cassady)

Silk, Alta Dena, Borden, and the one-time 
farmers’ cooperatives Horizon and Land 
O’Lakes. Filmmaker Ted Remerowski makes 
clear that this consolidation is not necessar-
ily a bad thing; in fact, it’s occurring in part 
because consumers are demanding more of 
these products. But the game has changed 
over recent decades, with China now becom-
ing a major source of produce (which raises a 
separate set of issues). Representing a different 
side of the story is Eden Foods, a company 
that has elected to stay small, packaging its 
products in a Detroit facility using U.S. work-
ers, despite the greater cost. The documentary 
explores the connection between farm size 
and production, showing how it is possible 
to run a large, efficient operation without 
artificial fertilizer or pesticides (one farmer 
who switched from conventional to organic 
claims that his enterprise is more produc-
tive now). Defining what “organic” actually 
means (it has nothing to do with “natural” in 
an industrial context), this thought-provok-
ing film takes a close look at the new organic 
food producers and asks whether they are 
living up to their claims. Recommended. 
Aud: C, P. (F. Gardner)

Our Fires Still Burn: The Native 
American Experience HH1/2
(2013) 57 min. DVD: $24.95: individuals; $34.95: 
public libraries ($99.95 w/PPR); $59.95: colleges & 
universities ($99.95 w/PPR). Visions.

Detroit filmmaker Audrey Geyer’s docu-
mentary about contemporary Native Ameri-
can life in Michigan profiles several indi-
viduals, most of whom are members of the 
Potowatomi and Saginaw Chippewa tribes. 
Scott Badenoch, CEO of his own company, 
recalls a childhood divided between the 
Chicago suburbs of his father and the Ojibwa 
reservation of his mother. For him, this was 
the best of both worlds, except for when his 
uncle got drunk and became abusive (his 

mother also tore up the family photo col-
lection while on a bender). Like Badenoch, 
youth advocate Lee Ruffino grew up in a 
mixed household, but even after her parents 
divorced, she still felt more of a connection 
to her father’s native culture. Levi Rickert, a 
news editor, and his sister, Jessica, a tribal den-
tist, remember their grandmother’s stories 
about the infamous Mount Pleasant Boarding 
School, where native children bore number 
tattoos. Hunter Genia, a behavioral health ad-
ministrator, believes that the boarding school 
years contributed to many of the problems his 
people have grappled with ever since, such as 
drinking, depression, teen suicide, and high 
dropout rates. Dennis Kequom Sr., a tribal 
chief, and Louanne Bruner, a tribal council 
treasurer, also discuss the rise of casinos in 
Isabella County, which have provided much-
needed jobs. On the whole, the interviews 
here are compelling, so it’s a shame that 
Geyer spends so much time on an ancient 
healing fire-keeping ceremony—impeding 
the flow from speaker to speaker, whose 
voices may be regional but have much to 
say of universal interest. A strong optional 
purchase. Aud: C, P. (K. Fennessy)

Price of Gold HHH1/2
(2011) 86 min. In Mongolian w/English subtitles. 
DVD: $398. Magic Lantern Films. PPR.

Although miners across the world excavate 
gold for corporate entities, filmmakers Sven 
Zellner and Chingunjav Borkhuu’s artful, 
introspective documentary focuses on five 
Mongolians who do so illegally. Price of Gold 
follows two managers and three “ninjas” as 
they drill through the Gobi Desert, sifting for 
glimmers of gold. The five, who are by turns 
sympathetic and off-putting, travel with a 
female cook. The bosses often refer to the 
workers as “wankers” and call the cook “slut” 
(she admits that they scare her when they’ve 
been drinking)—and sometimes the recipi-
ents of the abuse let it pass, sometimes they 
don’t. Gold-toothed Ochiroo Akh and round-
bellied Usukhuu Akh, who oversee the opera-
tion, worry about theft, and keep a close eye 
on their employees. Says Ochiroo, “He who 
steals the gold gets his fingers hacked off.” 
They also harbor cultural misgivings about 
their poisoning of the ground with mercury, 
but—having no other prospects—they don’t 
see an alternative. After days of finding noth-
ing but quartz, the group turns to dynamite. 
Zellner, who also shot the film, gets in close as 
the men assemble explosives and load them 
into deep holes, a risky proposition. As the 
weeks pass, the crew slaughters a goat for food 
and keeps on digging. After a while, it begins 
to feel like Waiting for Godot, although Zellner 
and Borkhuu never sentimentalize the plight 
of their subjects, who live a tough life working 
for sometimes cruel and exploitative bosses. 
Featuring spectacular cinematography, this 
fascinating slice-of-life portrait of literal 
gold-diggers is highly recommended. Aud: 
C, P. (K. Fennessy)
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Promise and Unrest HHH
(2010) 79 min. In English, Waray & Tagalog w/
English subtitles. DVD: $80: public libraries & high 
schools; $300: colleges & universities. Third World 
Newsreel. PPR.

Filmmakers Alan Grossman and Áine 
O’Brien spent five years following the lives 
of Noemi Barredo and her daughter, Gracelle, 
on an odyssey that stretched from the Philip-
pines to Ireland. Noemi was among the thou-
sands of Filipinas who left their country in 
order to secure overseas work that would (in 
concept) help support their families. Noemi 
emigrated when Gracelle was seven months 
old, relocating to Dublin, where she found a 
job as a caregiver to infirm elderly patients. 
Gracelle barely knew her mother while grow-
ing up, except for Noemi’s annual visits home. 
For her part, Noemi never truly assimilated 
into Dublin’s society; she is mostly seen here 
with fellow Filipinas or in caregiver training 
with other immigrant women. Years later, 
Gracelle travels to Ireland to join her mother, 
but soon becomes uncomfortable living in 
a cramped apartment. Dublin’s expensive 
cost of living and Irish work permit policies 
also create a strain on mother and daughter. 
Noemi and Gracelle narrate their stories, 
which are fraught with emotional hardships, 
in this affecting documentary that also pro-
vides an interesting view of contemporary 
Dublin, where a multi-racial population has 
significantly redefined the city’s demograph-
ics and workforce. Recommended. Aud: C, 
P. (P. Hall)

Restoring the Light HHH
(2011) 55 min. In Chinese w/English subtitles. 
DVD: $99.95: public libraries; $310: colleges & 
universities. The Cinema Guild. PPR.

Even as China charges ahead as the world’s 
second-largest economy, 60 percent of its 
people continue to live in the countryside. 
Filmmaker Carol Liu’s documentary explores 
the hardships endured by rural residents, 
including inadequate healthcare. Liu follows 
Dr. Zhang Xubin, an ophthalmologist who 
practices amid the terraced fields of China’s 
remote, impoverished Ningxia province, 
a man so dedicated that he has twice sold 
his house to finance his clinic in Yinchuan 
City. In Ningxia, where until recently many 
people dwelt in caves hacked out of cliffs, 
peasants suffer from untreated, debilitating 
conditions for years—even lifetimes. One 
young woman dreams of attending art school 
despite a chronic, crippling, and apparently 
untreatable infection in the bones of her foot, 
while her grandmother cannot work in the 
fields because of cataracts. Another family 
struggles to raise a 10-year-old boy who is 
also blind from cataracts, and his sister, who 
has epilepsy. This un-narrated film leaves 
many questions unanswered (What is China’s 
healthcare policy? Why are rural people so 
poorly served?), but it does offer an illumi-
nating portrait of Chinese provincial life. 
Recommended. Aud: C, P. (F. Gardner)

Sourlands HHH
(2012) 78 min. DVD: $24.95. Passion River (avail. 
from most distributors).

In this save-the-planet documentary, film-
maker Jared Flesher introduces a variety of 
homespun, DIY, and non-Hollywood folks 
who are aspiring on their own to combat 
climate change and restore a sorely abused 
environment. Viewers will meet the devel-
oper of Wattvision, an app that permits easy 
PC-based monitoring of household energy 
usage; a sustainable homebuilder/dealer, who 
turns down a lucrative hardwood-floor com-
mission that he thinks is ludicrously wasteful; 
and a Sunday-school teacher who believes 
in Jesus and global warming, equipping his 
dwelling with solar panels. A geographical 
angle connects these innovators, all of whom 
live around the Sourlands, a wooded area of 
New Jersey (perhaps best known as Charles 
Lindbergh’s rural retreat at the time of his 
son’s kidnapping) that has suffered grievously 
from invasive plant growth, deer overpopula-
tion, and unwise development. While greed 
incarnate is personified here by a smug, oil-
stained Oklahoma Republican, the tone is 
more lead-by-example than confrontational. 
Recommended. Aud: C, P. (C. Cassady)

The Substance: Albert Hofmann’s LSD 
HHH
(2011) 90 min. DVD: $29.98. Icarus Films Home 
Video (avail. from most distributors).

The creator of LSD, Dr. Albert Hofmann, 
lived to be 102. Filmmaker Martin Witz’s 
documentary The Substance is centered 
around interviews with Hofmann just be-
fore he turned 100. Using Hofmann’s terse 
commentary as a jumping-off point, the 
film looks at the mind-altering drug and its 

unintended consequences in society, draw-
ing on some fascinating archival footage to 
trace LSD’s journey from its initial use as a 
potential consciousness-altering treatment 
for patients with schizophrenia, to its being 
co-opted by the military for testing as a vi-
able weapon in combat, and finally looking 
at its most popular and infamous use as the 
recreational drug of choice by hippies in the 
1960s. Not surprisingly, once the drug made 
its way onto the street and into the hands of 
revelers and anti-war protestors, California’s 
conservative government under Ronald 
Reagan began to demonize and eventually 
criminalize LSD. Hofmann and others speak-
ing for the medical establishment argue that 
the recreational use of the drug killed any sort 
of chance it might have had for medicinal 
purposes; yet the film also makes it clear that 
LSD would likely never have been a reliable 
mainstream treatment precisely because its 
perception-altering effects on subjects were 
so varied and unpredictable. DVD extras in-
clude an interview with Witz. An interesting 
film about a controversial drug that came to 
symbolize an era, this is recommended. Aud: 
C, P. (M. Sandlin)

Where Heaven Meets Hell HHH
(2012) 80 min. In Indonesian w/English subtitles. 
DVD: $25: individuals; $295 w/PPR: institutions. 
Sasha Films (dist. by Transit Media).

Sasha Friedlander brings the lives of Indo-
nesia’s sulfur mine workers to vivid life in her 
beautifully-lensed debut documentary Where 
Heaven Meets Hell, traveling to the craggy, fog-
enshrouded hills of East Java (which resemble 
something from a Peter Jackson fantasy epic). 
Friedlander profiles four workers at the Kawah 
Ijen mine: Purnomo, Anto, Hadis, and Sukar-

Trashed HHHH
(2012) 97 min. DVD: $19.95 ($249.95 w/PPR). First Pond Entertainment. 
PPR.

Narrated by executive producer Jeremy Irons, Candida Brady’s 
documentary Trashed focuses on the waste that is drowning hu-
manity, opening on a beach in Lebanon, where a massive dump 
emits clouds of methane that foul the air, while debris washes up 
on Mediterranean shores. Sitting amid the detritus—as people 
and animals root in the garbage—Irons says, succinctly, “This is 
appalling.” But the images get even worse, with trash incinera-

tors around the world spewing poisonous dioxins that no scrubbing technology can 
totally eliminate; faulty barriers leaching noxious chemicals into the ground; and 
sewage fouling waters that people drink, bathe in, and use to wash their clothes. In 
Vietnam—heavily contaminated from the defoliant sprayed by U.S. planes in the 1960s 
and ’70s—Irons visits an orphanage housing deformed children and stares in horror at 
shelves of bottles containing monstrous preserved fetuses. Meanwhile, in our oceans, 
the tiny particles from billions of plastic bags, nets, bottles, and other objects that are 
breaking down, now outnumber zooplankton. Fish eat these toxins; some killer whales, 
at the top of the food chain, are now failing to reproduce. Irons talks with scientists 
and politicians, exploring the solutions to these ghastly problems—including recycling, 
composting, garbage digesters, reusable packaging, and zero-waste programs—but the 
challenges seem insurmountable. As Irons says, “this is not about what might happen 
in some distant future.” Offering an eye-opening look at a genuine crisis, this is highly 
recommended. Editor’s Choice. Aud: C, P. (F. Gardner)
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mon, Muslim men who collect the sulfur, tra-
verse steep paths, and cook their harvest into 
a liquid. Purnomo has worked in the mine 
for seven years (much like his father before 
him), while Sukarmon has been at it for 35 
years. Although mine owner Yamin Naharto 
claims that the sulfur isn’t toxic, the roiling 
clouds of sulfur dioxide suggest otherwise (to 
prove that it’s safe, Naharto has an assistant 
eat some in front of the filmmaker, but the 
owner’s abstention himself speaks volumes). 
Anto’s wife worries about her husband, but 
jobs are scarce in their community (and her 
own Hindu family doesn’t want anything 
to do with him). Sukarmon’s son expresses 
similar concerns, but only by working in the 
mine can the father help his children to avoid 
the same fate (his proceeds actually enable his 
son-in-law to open a food stand). After Anto is 
in an accident, however, he must find a new 
way to support his family—a task that will 
not be easy without a high school diploma. 
Featuring both the full-length film and a 54-
minute abridgement, extras include a bonus 
featurette in which Friedlander catches up 
with her subjects, who continue to struggle 
while being supported by their families (their 
“heaven,” as Anto puts it). Recommended. 
Aud: C, P. (K. Fennessy)

T E E N  I S S U E S

L A W  &  C R I M E

Frenemies: Unhealthy Relationships & 
What to Do About Them HHH1/2
(2013) 21 min. DVD: $109.95 (teacher’s guide 
included). Human Relations Media. PPR. Closed 
captioned. ISBN: 978-1-55548-576-4.

Hosted by teens, this short primer includes 
illustrative vignettes featuring young people 
dealing with “frenemies”: i.e., persons who 
are considered friends but sometimes behave 
like enemies. Noting that a frenemy is not 
always easy to spot, the program counsels 
viewers on telltale behaviors, including being 
bossy, talking behind one’s back, and being 
judgmental (all the while still exhibiting a 
semblance of friendship). Also offering tips on 
how to fix a frenemy relationship (including 
talking to the person and explaining your 
feelings, or asking advice from parents) and 
how to follow through and say goodbye (if 
you need either a little distance or to make a 
clean break from someone), this is an excel-
lent guide to maintaining healthy friend-
ships. Bonus features include a 50-page PDF 
resource book. Highly recommended. Aud: 
E, I, P. (J. Williams-Wood)

The Definitive Guide to the Mob HHH1/2
(2013) 90 min. DVD: $14.98. Lionsgate (avail. from most distributors). 
SDH captioned.

While organized crime has maintained an enduring hold on 
America’s imagination, the subject is fraught with numerous ex-
aggerations and misconceptions. Michael Franzese is in a unique 
position to dispel some of these myths. Born into a mob family, 
Franzese became a “made man” for the Colombo family, and was 
ultimately known as the “yuppie don.” This History Channel docu-
mentary interweaves Franzese’s story with an exploration of the 
dark world of organized crime. According to Franzese, mobsters are 
always on the lookout for the “next score,” whether it be numbers running, bookmaking, 
loan sharking, extortion, or infiltrating labor unions or legitimate businesses. Franzese 
got his start in 1970s New York, witnessed the near fatal assassination of mob boss Joe 
Colombo at a 1971 “Unity Day” rally, and became a player in the “mobbed up” business 
of the construction of the World Trade Center. He eventually reaped a bonanza with 
an elaborate gas tax scam that made him rich, but also drew attention from the feds, 
and became a target within the mob itself. Franzese talks about the classic “sit down” 
between gang leaders, the made man initiation ceremony, why some mobsters shun the 
drug trade, the Five Families of New York, and the main reason that some gangsters get 
whacked. Franzese eventually served eight years in prison, left the “evil life,” and has 
somehow managed to stay alive. Serving up colorful observations on key figures such as 
John Gotti, the social clubs where much business is conducted, and why the old Italian 
crime families are down (but not out), this fast-moving, informative documentary will 
be a delight for true crime fans. Highly recommended. Aud: P. (S. Rees)

Manhunt: Boston Bombers HHH
(2013) 60 min. DVD: $24.99 ($54.95 w/PPR). PBS 
Video. SDH captioned. ISBN: 978-1-60883-936-0.

Filmmaker Miles O’Brien’s PBS-aired NOVA 
documentary explores how significant high-

tech advancements helped law enforcement 
with the apprehension of the Boston Mara-
thon bombers. Although some of the tools 
featured here were not actually employed 
by local and federal investigators, Manhunt 
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Great Zebra Exodus ★★★
(2013) 60 min. DVD: $19.99 ($52.95 w/PPR), 
Blu-ray: $24.99 ($52.95 w/PPR). PBS Video. SDH 
captioned. ISBN: 978-1-60883-899-8 (dvd), 978-1-
60883-900-1 (blu-ray).

This episode in the PBS Nature series fol-
lows the zebra herds of Botswana on their 
annual dry-season migration through the 
“salt pan” region known as Makgadikgadi. 
Narration by Chris Morgan overlays the 
scenic but unsentimental spectacle captured 
by fi lmmaker Adrian Bailey, as the striped 
horses are endangered by thirst, prowling 
lions, and their own fi ercely uncompromising 
instinct. In a particularly brutal sequence, the 
cameras record what is said to be a situation 
almost never witnessed by humans: a newly 
ascended stallion in his family herd fi nds a 
newborn foal fathered by his now-deceased 
predecessor, and—somehow sensing the 
DNA mismatch—the alpha male ferociously 
attacks the unwanted baby, ultimately infl ict-
ing fatal wounds despite a frantic defense by 
the mother (evidently for zebras it’s all black 
and white—no shades of gray). Warmer and 
fuzzier scenes appear in cutaways to another 
group of Botswana critters co-existing with 
the equines—a burrow of meerkats, who are 
famous for being camera-friendly. A solid 
entry for nature collections, this is recom-
mended. Aud: C, P. (C. Cassady)

The LuLu Sessions ★★★1/2
(2011) 86 min. DVD: $89: public libraries; $295: 
colleges & universities. Women Make Movies. PPR.

This intimate documentary follows Dr. 
Louise (LuLu) Nutter from the day that she 
learns she has breast cancer until her death 
15 months later. Filmmaker S. Casper Wong, 
Nutter’s friend and off-and-on lover, was 
fi lming when Nutter—a professor, poet, and 
pioneer in cancer research—received her 
diagnosis over the telephone. Wong situates 
her fi lm around that call, chronicling Nutter’s 
slow mental and physical deterioration, as 
well as moments of anger and tenderness 
between the two as they explore what they 
still mean to each other (both being in new 
relationships). A foul-mouthed and tough-
minded alcoholic, Nutter cannot mend 
strained ties with her siblings, even after 
they know she’s dying. As Nutter grows more 
isolated, Wong remains her touchstone, and 
the two overcome past hurts and make peace. 
Nutter’s sardonic humor lightens the fi lm: 
discovering that her disease has metastasized 
to her lungs and is now Stage 4 (as one of her 
post-doctoral students says, “Holy crap!”), 
Nutter puts it in technical terminology and 
then goofi ly grins, and more than once she 
drops to one knee and makes up silly songs to 
thank Wong for her support. A colorful fi gure, 
Nutter swears, enjoys a cigarette while using 

does offer an interesting overview of how 
high-definition video, facial-recognition 
software, bomb chemical analysis, cell phone 
GPS services, and infrared imagery are used 
to hunt down criminals. Part of the problem 
in the Boston case involved unsatisfactory 
video-surveillance coordination—since there 
was no connected municipal network of 
cameras, the data-gathering endeavor was 
slow, and the images that ultimately identi-
fi ed the suspected culprits were made with 
low-resolution cameras from stores along the 
street. Even worse, well-intended social me-
dia junkies at the bombing site posted every 
photograph and video they made, resulting 
in an overload of disorganized material that 
resulted in several innocent bystanders be-
ing slandered as potential bombers. But the 
most tragic element of the story was the fact 
that the FBI already had a fi le on Tamerlan 
Tsarnaev, the older of the two accused sib-
lings—but Tsarnaev’s name was misspelled 
in the record, thereby delaying the speedy 
identifi cation of his potential role. Offering 
an interesting look at the growing impact of 
advanced technology on solving crimes, this 
is recommended. Aud: C, P. (P. Hall)

Australia’s First 4 Billion Years ★★★1/2
(2013) 2 discs. 240 min. DVD: $29.99 ($59.95 w/
PPR), Blu-ray: $34.99 ($59.95 w/PPR). PBS Video. 
SDH captioned. ISBN: 978-1-60883-848-6 (dvd), 
978-1-60883-849-3 (blu-ray).

Operating from the rather bizarre prem-
ise that he can drive his Nissan SUV back 
through time, host, writer, and director 
Richard Smith—an Australian biologist—ex-
plores eons of prehistory in his corner of 
the young, fi ery Earth: the continent Down 
Under. This four-part PBS NOVA series notes 
that Australia’s unique antipodal isolation on 
the globe created a particularly rich geologi-
cal and fossil heritage, with mineral deposits 
testifying to the rise of life on the planet, from 
humble colonies of sea bacteria 2.5 billion 
years ago (metabolizing oxygen and iron in 
the ecosystem) to the giant “megafauna” of 
the age of reptiles and magnifi ed marsupials. 
Computer renderings re-animate the deni-
zens of Australia’s old Devonian Reef (bigger 
than the Great Barrier Reef, which would 
form later), and there are descriptions of the 
origins of such landmarks as Ayers Rock and 
the Wolf Creek meteor crater. Guest scientists 
including Mark Norman, Gavin Young, Lisa 
Worrall, Kate Trinajstic, and David Elliott 
speak about the belated appreciation of the 
Outback as a treasure-house of dinosaur 
bones. And Australia has the distinction of 
being the site of the earliest known fossil of 
a sexual organ (part of a fi sh). Serving up a 
dazzling scientifi c travelogue through time 
and space, this is highly recommended. Aud: 
C, P. (C. Cassady)
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Arthritis Rx HHH
(2013) 70 min. DVD: $19.99. Acacia (avail. from most distributors). 
ISBN: 978-1-62172-105-5. SDH captioned.

Sports medicine specialist and author Dr. Vijay Vad presents 
a yoga- and Pilates-influenced exercise program for individuals 
with arthritis, based on results from his own clinical trial. In 
an introduction, Vad explains the development of his system, 
which is meant to help patients lessen their dependence on pain 
relief medications. Assisted by instructor Stephanie Culen, Vad 
presents a series of tutorials in which he stands next to Culen 
and offers pointers on breathing, pace, and technique while 
she demonstrates the different moves. Arthritis Rx compiles three routines: beginner 
(focusing on increasing flexibility and range of motion), intermediate (intended to 
help enhance strength), and advanced (to improve endurance). Accompanied by low-
key Indian-themed music, Culen performs in a white room cluttered with so many 
minimalist chairs and tables that it looks like a showroom at a Danish furniture store; 
but the overall effect is subdued and appropriately soothing. Additional advice on 
diet and nutritional supplements make this a solid, comprehensive guide to helping 
manage arthritis naturally. Recommended. Aud: P. (K. Cruver)

an oxygen tank, smokes pot, and reveals her 
mastectomy scar, all the while serving as a 
remarkable example of and testament to the 
human spirit. Highly recommended. Aud: C, 
P. (M. Puffer-Rothenberg)

Sun Kissed HHH
(2012) 85 min. In English & Navajo w/English 
subtitles. DVD: $295. Sun Kissed Productions (dist. 
by Bullfrog Films). PPR. SDH captioned. ISBN: 1-
93777-243-8.

Sun Kissed centers on Navajo families rav-
aged by the rare genetic disorder Xeroderma 
Pigmentosum (XP), whose victims develop 
skin cancer if exposed to sunlight and often 
suffer fatal neurological degeneration. Film-
makers Adi Lavy and Maya Stark spent three 
years filming in the New Mexico desert to 
profile Dorey and Yolanda Nez, father and 
mother of two XP children. After their 
11-year-old son died, Yolanda discovered 
how prevalent XP was on the Navajo res-
ervation and set out to learn why. Navajo 
parents believed that their sins led to their 
youngsters’ suffering, in particular taboo 
marriages among distant relatives within a 
far-ranging, complicated system of Navajo 
clans (the Nezes are perhaps third or fourth 
cousins). Harming animals is presented as 
another possible cause (a medicine man told 
Dorey that his children were sick because he 
killed ants as a child). The Nezes learn from a 
geneticist that the forced relocation of the Na-
vajo during 1864’s Long Walk greatly reduced 
the Navajo population, creating a “genetic 
bottleneck” that may have left them suscep-
tible to certain disorders, and he assures the 
father and mother that the disease was not 
caused by any action on their part. When 
their second child, 16-year-old Leanndra, 
also dies, the Nezes are stricken with grief 
before finally finding a seeming equilibrium 
within their community. Featuring the full-
length version and a 54-minute abridgement, 
this sensitive, heartbreaking portrayal of 
one family’s struggle with a devastating 

medical mystery is recommended. Aud: C, P.  
(M. Puffer-Rothenberg)

Unseen Enemies: Man & Disease 
HHH
(2013) 130 min. DVD: $248. Films for Education. 
PPR.

Even with a classroom-filmstrip approach 
combining narration and stock images, this 
wide-ranging chronicle of human morbidity 
is chilling, as history’s 11 top contagious dis-
eases are counted down: the medieval plague 
(actually three variants, of which bubonic 
was the least fatal), malaria, yellow fever, 
tuberculosis, leprosy, typhus, typhoid fever, 
cholera, influenza (especially the mysterious 
“Spanish flu” that claimed millions of lives in 
1918), smallpox, and HIV/AIDS. Filmmaker-
narrator Tom Page puts human faces on the 
grim statistics with anecdotes about heroic 
smallpox fighter Edward Jenner and the no-
torious Mary Mallon (aka Typhoid Mary), 
while also noting the similarities between 
the persecution of Jews scapegoated for the 
plague, and the leper treatment of Haitians 
and hemophiliac children during the AIDS 
rampage. Many lessons of history are worth 
re-learning today, including the story of how 
Portuguese navigator Christopher Columbus 
and his followers brought alien European 
diseases to the Americas that wiped out indig-
enous populations in the worst public health 
disaster in human history. Recommended. 
Aud: H, C, P. (C. Cassady)

Birth Story: Ina May Gaskin and the 
Farm Midwives HHH
(2012) 93 min. DVD: $325. Filmakers Library 
(dist. by Alexander Street Press). PPR. ISBN: 978-1-
4631-1734-4.

Filmmakers Sara Lamm and Mary Wig-
more’s documentary profiles Ina May Gas-
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kin, whose advocacy—beginning in the 
1970s—for home birth and natural childbirth 
had a significant impact on many women’s 
views and experiences. In 1971, Gaskin’s 
husband, Stephen, founded a communal 
society in Tennessee called the “Farm,” 
where Gaskin launched a Midwifery Center 
to help expectant mothers take some per-
sonal control over childbirth, which had 
long been directed by male physicians and 
hospital protocol. Birth Story traces the history 
of the Farm while also examining Gaskin’s 
role as a midwife and teacher, along the way 
interweaving scenes of Gaskin at home and 
at work, with archival stills and footage of 
births and early Farm activities. Gaskin and 
various midwives past and present talk about 
Gaskin’s 1977 book, Spiritual Midwifery, and 
the author shares what her own years of 
study and over 1,000 deliveries have taught 
her. In interviews and excerpts from public 
addresses, Gaskin describes the handling of 
breech babies (followed by video of one such 
birth by natural means), discusses how rarely 
C-sections and induction of labor are actually 
necessary, and explains “sphincter law,” i.e., 
the idea that fear and stress cause the vagina 
to clench. The film closes with a water birth at 
the Midwifery Center, with the mother need-
ing zero assistance from midwives or fam-
ily nearby. Highlighting an under-reported 
offshoot of the mid-20th-century feminist 
movement, this is recommended. Aud: C, P.  
(M. Puffer-Rothenberg)

Split: A Film for Kids of Divorce (and 
Their Parents) HHH1/2
(2013) 28 min. DVD: $29.95: individuals; $49: 
K-12 schools & public libraries; $199: colleges & 
universities. Ellen Bruno Film Library.

Kids ages 6-12 share their feelings and 

Lost in Living HHH1/2
(2013) 110 min. DVD: $24.95 ($250 w/PPR). Ma and Pa Films.

Director Mary Trunk spent seven years filming four mothers 
who are artists, documenting their struggles to effectively par-
ent while pursuing their work. Painter Marjorie Schlossman and 
writer Merrill Joan Gerber, who have grown children, discuss 
their journeys as parents trying to shepherd their offspring from 
childhood to adulthood—describing the challenges of pursuing 
their careers as part of an earlier generation in which they were 
expected to prioritize motherhood over their craft. Filmmaker 
Kristina Robbins and multimedia artist/film editor Caren McCa-
leb represent the current crop of mothers, both pregnant with their first child when 
filming begins. The two are close friends and occasional collaborators, which adds 
another dimension to the story as they talk about how having kids has changed their 
professional and personal relationships. In a series of candid interviews, these women 
share conflicting feelings: they’ve all felt trapped by parenthood to some degree and 
frustrated that they cannot focus on creative work as much as they would like, but they 
also draw inspiration from the family experiences that complicate their lives. Spouses 
and the adult children of Gerber and Schlossman also share their feelings about living 
with an artist—voicing a similar mix of love and frustration, although some appear 
bitter about having often been abandoned for the creative process. An insightful and 
engaging documentary about the challenging juggling act of making art and raising 
kids, this is highly recommended. Aud: C, P. (K. Cruver)

experiences as children of divorce in this 
affecting production from producer-director 
Ellen Bruno, who presents one-on-one inter-
views with her subjects, as they talk about the 
challenges of issues such as moving between 
two homes, dealing with parent arguments, 
and coping with this significant change 
in their lives. The conversations are held 
at their homes, where they’re surrounded 
by toys and other familiar items, adding 
warmth to the presentation and seemingly 
putting the interviewees at ease. Bruno has 
found a remarkably philosophical group of 
youngsters, whose insights are thoughtful, 
intelligent, and even amusing as they discuss 
how to communicate with mom and dad, 
share their fears (that a mother or father 
will go away forever, for example), and talk 
about their hurt over the lack of attention 
from one parent while another takes on more 
responsibility for child-rearing. Simultane-
ously charming and heartbreaking animated 
segments that look like kids’ drawings offer a 
powerful visual complement to the emotions 
being expressed here. A revealing portrait of 
the confusion, anger, and helplessness that 
children can feel when faced with divorce, 
this is highly recommended. Aud: E, I, P. 
(K. Cruver)

How to Lose Your Virginity HHH
(2013) 66 min. DVD: $89: public libraries; $295: 
colleges & universities. Women Make Movies. PPR.

Despite the title, this candid documentary 
is not a how-to guide, but rather an examina-
tion of the cultural value that America places 

R E L A T I O N S H I P S  &  S E X U A L I T Y

on virginity. Filmmaker-narrator Therese 
Shechter says she waited until her 20s to have 
sex. For her, the first time wasn’t worth the 
wait, particularly since society makes such a 
fuss about it (during the making of the film, 
she marries her longtime sweetheart). Shech-
ter compares and contrasts her experience 
with a cross-section of women, from college 
students to sex educators, finding that defi-
nitions of virginity vary according to sexual 
background, orientation, and preferences. As 
gynecologist Henia Dakkak notes, all hymens 
are different; for some women, tearing can 
occur during non-sexual activity or remain 
intact until childbirth, meaning there isn’t 
even a standard medical definition. Activist 
Shelby Knox (subject of the documentary The 
Education of Shelby Knox [VL-1/07]) argues that 
conservative pastors and overprotective fa-
thers benefit from abstinence-only programs 
by denying women sexual agency; from their 
perspective, a young woman who engages in 
premarital sex—whether she signed a purity 
oath or not—can’t offer her future husband 
her greatest gift, so she has failed as a woman. 
Surprisingly, one of the most ardent virgins 
here is Judy Kang, sporting tattoos and a 
modified Mohawk hairstyle, who plays violin 
in Lady Gaga’s rather extroverted touring 
band. Other speakers include producer-direc-
tor Erica McLean from the porn series Barely 
Legal; Harvard graduate Lena Chen, who 
recounted her collegiate sexual encounters in 
her blog Sex and the Ivy; and Shechter’s friend, 
Meghan Currie, a male-to-female transsexual 
who lost her virginity as a man, but is starting 
over as a woman. Entertaining and thought-
provoking, this is recommended. Aud: C, P. 
(K. Fennessy)

Dare to Cook—Thanksgiving: Ready to 
Serve in 5½ Hours HHH1/2
(2013) 97 min. DVD or Blu-ray: $24.95. Bennett-
Watt HD Productions. PPR. ISBN: 978-1-60490-
077-4 (dvd), 978-1-60490-111-5 (blu-ray).

Chef Tom Small is back for this latest addi-
tion to the Dare to Cook instructional series, 
serving up a varied and mostly homemade 
festive Thanksgiving meal in real-time (with 
some fast-forward-editing for the more te-
dious tasks). Starting off with sweet dinner 
rolls from scratch, cornbread to be made 
into stuffing, and pie crusts for pecan and 
pumpkin desserts, Small shows viewers how 
to coordinate space, time, and organizational 
skills for: prepping veggies and fruit (includ-
ing roasting grapes for a quinoa salad); whip-
ping up apricot brandy butter and cranberry 
chutney; and making sweet potatoes, mashed 
potatoes with browned butter, roasted root 
veggies, and a kale and apple based twist 
on the classic Waldorf, among other sides 
(with, of course, gravy). The pièce de résistance 
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is Small’s unorthodox separation of an 18-
pound turkey—with dark and white meat 
cooked individually—which he admits is not 
as “pretty” as the usual centerpiece but makes 
for a tastier bird. Also including a printed 
ingredients list, this hands-on guide could 
help alleviate some holiday stress. Highly 
recommended. Aud: P. (J. Williams-Wood)

Lidia Celebrates America: Freedom & 
Independence HHH1/2
(2013) 60 min. DVD: $24.99 ($54.95 w/PPR). PBS 
Video. SDH captioned. ISBN: 978-1-60883-886-8.

Renowned Italian-born chef Lidia Bastian-
ich puts food on the back burner in order to 
examine the concept of freedom in America 
in this special companion to her PBS-aired 
cooking shows. Filmed over a year, the docu-
mentary follows Lidia on a “microcosm of 
diversity” tour of the U.S. In Virginia, Lidia 
walks the grounds of Jefferson’s Monticello, 
creates a fig and prosciutto bruschetta, and 
visits with a group getting ready for natu-
ralization ceremonies on the Fourth of July 
(“I’m ready to bear arms,” one woman jokes), 
which are backed by the music of soprano 
diva Renée Fleming. Naturally, Bastille Day 
warrants a visit to French chef Jacques Pépin’s 
Connecticut home for some historical back-
ground, fancy hors d’oeuvres, champagne, a 
game of the boules sport pétanque, and music 
by Martha Wainright. Lidia also learns about 
Juneteenth (commemorating the abolition of 
slavery) in Galveston, TX; visits with Dorothy 
and Lillian Gish prize-winner Anna Deavere 
Smith at the nearby restored plantation 
Stringfellow Orchards; and witnesses Leon 
“Dr. Barbecue’s” Oneal’s dry rub craft, all 
backed by gospel tunes. Finally, Lidia ends 
up in NYC with actor Alec Mapa and friends 
as they celebrate Philippines Independence 
Day through folk dance (Lidia joins in), shop-
ping, and food (including banana ketchup 
and pork adobo). Bonus features include 
printable recipes and additional interviews. 
A fresh, informative, and entertaining slice 
of Americana, this is highly recommended. 
Aud: P. (J. Williams-Wood)

Somm HHH1/2
(2013) 93 min. DVD: $24.95. First Run Features 
(avail. from most distributors).

Oenophiles watching filmmaker Jason 
Wise’s Somm may be surprised to learn that 
the exalted title of “master sommelier”—i.e., 
top-flight professional wine expert—only 
dates back to 1969. Rigorous annual exami-
nations are given by an exclusive Court of 
Master Sommeliers, and Wise here gains 
access to the proceedings as young American 
applicants try to rise to this elite status (very 
few pass, and the overwhelming majority 
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are males). Wine buddies Ian Cauble, Dustin 
Wilson, DLynn Proctor, and Brian McClintic 
study history, geography, and German-lan-
guage idioms, while also working with vo-
luminous numbers of flashcards in efforts to 
earn the coveted badge—a test that challenges 
their ability to ID wine right down to a specific 
vineyard and year, by taste alone. Their cram 
sessions and self-teaching methods (Cauble, 
nicknamed “Dad” by his pals for his authority, 
utilizes fancy computer overlays on wine-ter-
ritory maps) make for a felicitous window into 
a rarified world with high-echelon players. 
Never too technical for general viewers, wine 
lovers will be the ones who truly appreciate 
this documentary, which generates consider-
able suspense over who will pass the grueling 

exam. DVD extras include audio commentar-
ies, a “making-of” featurette, and deleted 
scenes. Highly recommended. Aud: C, P.  
(C. Cassady)

Step Up to the Plate HHH
(2012) 90 min. In French w/English subtitles. 
DVD: $29.95. The Cinema Guild (avail. from most 
distributors).

While filming a series about great inter-
national chefs, filmmaker Paul Lacoste was 
struck by the sensitivity and humanity of 
Sébastien Bras, a middle-aged man who was 
then an apprentice to his father, eponymous 
owner of the three-Michelin-star restaurant 
Michel Bras in France’s Aubrac region. Re-
turning 11 years later, Lacoste filmed for a 
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year as the establishment passed from the 
elder Bras to his son. Although food has a 
role here, this documentary is not aimed at 
hardcore foodies, since it is primarily about 
relationships: between Michel and Sébastien, 
among Sébastien and his family, and most 
especially between Sébastien and nature as 
the seasons progress. The starkly beautiful 
French countryside gives way to a winter 
interlude at the Bras’ branch restaurant in 
Toya, Japan, where Sébastien lovingly crafts 
a French delicacy he has reinvented using 
Japanese ingredients, and Michel examines 
the dish in maddening detail before trying 
it. Step Up to the Plate is narration-less, with 
gentle music balancing everyday sounds: an 
onion being peeled, the grating of a lime, 
feet crunching through snow. The visuals are 
similarly complementary as we see the stark 
white of aprons and toques contrasted with 
the black outfits of the wait staff. DVD extras 
include an interview with Lacoste and deleted 
scenes. A splendid portrait of a family’s pas-
sion for food and one another, this delight-
ful documentary is highly recommended. 
Editor’s Choice. Aud: C, P. (F. Gardner)

Design Your Own Wardrobe HHH
(2013) 74 min. DVD: $24.95. The Taunton Press 
(dist. by The AV Cafe). ISBN: 978-1-62113-803-7.

Mary Ray, contributing editor of the sew-
ing aficionado magazine Threads, hosts this 
introduction to making educated choices for 
creating a suitable wardrobe. Ray employs 
a conversational tone and clear onscreen 
examples to illustrate ideas on incorporating 
lifestyle, body style, and personal style into 
fashion choices; determining one’s clothing 
personality (dramatic, natural, romantic, 
classic, or boho chic); and looking at figure 
and fit considerations (with overlaid sketches, 
patterns, and measuring to demonstrate 
concepts such as silhouettes and draping). 
Also offering tips on color analysis, selecting 
fabrics through texture (and matching your 
choices to your sewing skill level), sorting 
out stuff from your closet (“Be ruthless!”), 
and accessorizing, Design Your Own Wardrobe 
serves up a solid primer on looking your best. 
Recommended. Aud: P. (J. Williams-Wood)

In Vogue: The Editor’s Eye HHH
(2013) 59 min. DVD: $19.98. HBO Home 
Entertainment (avail. from most distributors).

Filmmaking team Fenton Bailey and Randy 
Barbato celebrate the 120th anniversary of 
Vogue magazine, interweaving a chronologi-
cal history—from first publication in 1892 to 
the current House of Wintour (i.e. reign 
of editor Anna “Nuclear” Wintour)—with 
commentary by staff (and former editors 
such as iconic designer Vera Wang), models, 
and celebrities including Nicole Kidman and 
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Sarah Jessica Parker. Based on the companion 
Conde Nast book, this HBO-aired documen-
tary features stories from across the decades, 
and anecdotes about favorite spreads and 
fashion eras (and some not so favorite—such 
as the wretched “grunge” phase), backed by 
archival footage and photos. The lion’s share 
of the comments come during candid discus-
sions with former and current fashion edi-
tors Camilla Nickerson, Grace Coddington, 
Polly Mellen, Jade Hobson, Carlyne Cerf de 
Dudzeele, Phyllis Posnick, Tonne Goodman, 
and Babs Simpson, who all come together at 
the close for a portrait shot by photographer 
extraordinaire Annie Leibovitz. DVD extras 
include additional scenes and interviews. 
A fine companion to the Vogue/Wintour 
documentary The September Issue (VL-3/10), 
this is definitely recommended. Aud: C, P. 
(J. Williams-Wood)

401(k) Magic HHH
(2011) 45 min. DVD: $19.98. FilmWorks 
Entertainment (avail. from most distributors). 
Closed captioned.

Financial guru Steve Mazda not only be-
lieves that learning the basic fundamentals 
of wealth accumulation is child’s play, he also 
sets out to prove it in a presentation before 
a classroom full of sixth-grade kids. Char-
ismatic and jolly, the affable Mazda makes 
his case for employing practical wisdom 
and discipline in harnessing the power of 
money, likening wealth-building to pursuing 
a dream. According to Mazda, the best invest-
ment anyone can make lies in furthering their 
own intelligence, noting that it pays to listen, 
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read, and learn more than it does to talk. 
From here, he admonishes the youngsters 
not to fritter away time watching television, 
arguing that it is much better to take a job 
at minimum wage and keep working, letting 
money sit in a bank while amassing interest. 
Other bullet points in Mazda’s talk include: 
numbers don’t lie; time is our greatest asset; 
and bad decisions (about habits and health) 
distract from a solid plan to develop wealth. 
Mazda introduces his young audience to the 
concept of company-based 401(k) plans for 
tax-free savings. While 401(k) Magic contains 
valuable advice, some post-2008 economic 
realities are ignored here, including the fact 
that bank interest rates are currently far lower 
than the rate of inflation, and 401(k) plans 
are hardly automatic benefits in today’s job 
market. Still, as a primer on generally good 
financial habits, this is recommended, over-
all. Aud: P. (T. Keogh)

Creating Mobile Apps HHH
(2012) 2 discs. 44 min. DVD: $190.95. Films 
Media Group. PPR. Closed captioned. ISBN: 978-1-
62290-242-2.

This two-disc series (also available sepa-
rately as Creating Mobile Apps: Mobile App 
Research and Planning and Creating Mobile 
Apps: Mobile App Development and Deployment) 
illustrates the framework for developing mo-
bile app software on the Apple and Android 
platforms (Microsoft and BlackBerry are not 
covered), presenting the information in a 
manner accessible to the layperson, while 
also including information that will engage 
the more technically minded, even those 

The Retirement Gamble HHH1/2
(2013) 60 min. DVD: $24.99 ($54.95 w/PPR). PBS Video. SDH captioned. 
ISBN: 978-1-60883-913-1.

This disturbing PBS-aired Frontline documentary opens with 
a harsh statistic: approximately one-third of Americans have 
no retirement savings. The most popular current vehicle for 
retirement savings—the 401(k) program—is used by 60 million 
Americans, but the vast majority )have no true idea how it works. 
Complicating matters is the economic tumult of the past dozen 
years: namely, the dot-com collapse and the recession following 
the bursting of the housing bubble that depleted the investments 

of millions of people. Correspondent Martin Smith uses his own retirement-planning 
woes—which he dubs “my own personal fiscal cliff”—to highlight the problems faced by 
a number of white-collar workers who have discovered significant flaws in their respec-
tive 401(k) plans. Part of the problem stems from the financial services industry itself, 
which levies seemingly inscrutable fees that pick away at earnings, while also pushing 
investors into mutual funds even though index funds arguably offer more stability and 
security. Also noted here is how lobbyists have successfully prevented the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor—the agency assigned to regulate employee retirement plans—from 
trying to bring about any degree of federal reform regarding fiduciary responsibilities. 
An alarming portrait of Americans facing a future with severely inadequate financial 
resources, The Retirement Gamble is scarier than any Hollywood monster movie. Highly 
recommended. Aud: P. (P. Hall)
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with some experience in this area. From 
inspiration to appearance in the app store, 
Creating Mobile Apps covers all of the crucial 
project steps in a logical fashion, combining 
graphics and interviews with app develop-
ers (including some from small companies) 
who demystify the process for novices and 
reinforce the best practices for those already 
in the game. Viewers will learn that creat-
ing an “intuitive” solution for those on the 
receiving end will most likely mean months 
spent designing the overall functionality and 
user experience (using “wireframes”—a sort 
of flow-charting for software development), 
followed by repeated testing to see how the 
app interacts with the technological back end 
and user front end. Also addressed are the 
requirements for making the finished product 
available in the marketplace—in this case via 
Apple’s iTunes Store and the Android Market. 
Given the rapid rate of change in technology, 
some of the images here are already dated, 
but the underlying concepts remain valid. 
Recommended. Aud: H, C, P. (C. Block)

Head Games HHH
(2012) 96 min. DVD: $14.99. Head Games the 
Film (dist. by The AV Cafe).

Inspired by the book of the same name 
by football player and wrestler Christopher 
Nowinski, Head Games exposes the dangers 
of sports concussions, aka “mild traumatic 
brain injury”—which is often anything but 
mild—especially when suffered by school-
age athletes. NFL team doctors and compro-
mised studies have tried to minimize what 
whistleblower Nowinski reports: namely, 
that American football players display the 
same level of brain damage as retired boxers. 
Memory loss and suicide have also taken 
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their toll (early signs of “chronic traumatic 
encephalography” show up here in a college 
junior gridiron star who killed himself). The 
roughneck culture of hockey and soccer has 
also witnessed crippling concussions. Emi-
nent documentary filmmaker Steve James’s 
(Hoop Dreams, Stevie) latest is somewhat 
uneven, partially addressing impressionable 
young viewers with PSA-like-cautionary tales, 
while also launching an accusatory campaign 
against the big-money team associations for 
covering up the scale of the injuries. Featur-
ing comments from medical professionals, 
league officials, athletes, and parents, this 
hard-hitting documentary on a timely topic 
that is garnering increasing headlines is rec-
ommended. Aud: C, P. (C. Cassady)

Tell It On the Mountain HHH
(2013) 122 min. DVD: $24.95. Tell It On the 
Mountain (dist. by The AV Cafe).

You can almost get blisters just from watch-
ing Lisa Diener’s documentary about a legend-
ary cross-continental American hiking trail, 
the “gorgeous, challenging, soul wrenching, 
life-changing” Pacific Crest Trail (PCT)—
spanning 2,663 miles (north-south, from the 
Canadian border to Mexico)—which very few 
hardy souls manage to “thru-hike,” due to the 
extremely variable and seemingly endless 
terrain (including Mount Whitney). Cameras 
follow several summer PCT pilgrims, ranging 
from a 70-year-old Maine transplant (who 
retired at 50 to take up extreme hiking in 
this region) to an engaged pair who get mar-
ried midway through Oregon. Meanwhile, 
a European couple are forced to stop after 
one party develops a herniated disc. Other 
hazards include toenails dropping off, nose-
bleeds, rattlesnakes, disease-bearing drinking 
water, snow, fire, mosquitoes, and scorpions. 
When one adventurer, covered in sores, le-
sions, and aches, talks about how sad it is that 
most people don’t “follow their dreams”—as 

Ping Pong HHH
(2012) 76 min. DVD: $29.95. Docurama (avail. from most distributors). 
Closed captioned.

Filmmaker brothers Anson and Hugh Hartford’s delightful 
PBS-aired POV documentary Ping Pong focuses on a handful of 
international participants in the World Over 80s Table Tennis 
Championships. The subjects—ranging in age from 81 to 100, 
and hailing from England, Germany, Finland, Australia, and 
the U.S.—travel to Hohhot, China (in Inner Mongolia), where in 
the geriatric equivalent of the ping pong senior Olympics their 
remarkable table tennis skills are rewarded with coveted medals. 
The observational documentary style carries a sweet, personal tone that is both humor-
ous and touching, never succumbing to the maudlin trap of old folks overcoming odds, 
etc. The marginal hero is a spry 89-year-old English gentleman with an irrepressibly 
sunny outlook and a fondness for spouting apt philosophical quotations and poetic 
verse. Other elderly ping pong pros include a ruthless player from Texas and a pair of 
German women who become her competitive nemeses, a centenarian who uses the sport 
as a way to combat dementia, and another champion from Britain battling cancer while 
continuing to wield his beloved wooden paddle. Extras include extended and deleted 
scenes. Recommended. Aud: C, P. (T. Fry)
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he is doing on the PCT—the affirmation in 
this case seems, well, a bit crazy. Likely to 
appeal to fans of Cheryl Strayed’s bestselling 
memoir Wild: From Lost to Found on the Pacific 
Crest Trail, this outdoor adventure (featuring 
the memorable cast credit: “Mother Nature 
as Herself”) is recommended. Aud: C, P.  
(C. Cassady)

Harlem Voices: The Poetry of Langston 
Hughes and Claude McKay HHH
(2011) 28 min. DVD: $129.95. Films Media Group. 
PPR. Closed captioned. ISBN: 978-1-62102-943-4.

Jane Dibblin’s short documentary offers a 
broad overview of two of the most prominent 
writers of the Harlem Renaissance movement: 
Langston Hughes (1902–1967) and Claude 
McKay (1889–1948). While neither was a 
native of Harlem, the Missouri-born Hughes 
and the Jamaican-born McKay used their 
talents to dramatize both the vibrancy and 
the problems that defined New York City’s 
celebrated black neighborhood. Harlem Voices 
suggests that Hughes was the more daring 
of the pair, thanks to his ability to blend 
jazz rhythms into his wordplay. McKay, on 
the other hand, employed traditional poetic 
structure, although he’s praised for deftly 
mixing lyricism and melancholia in his writ-
ing. Sections of the poets’ classic works are 
read against a backdrop of historical footage 
and contemporary views of Harlem, while 
assorted commentators provide observations. 
Due to the abbreviated running time, much 
is left unsaid, including any consideration 
of the far-left-wing politics that shaped both 
writers’ output (and brought them a good 
deal of McCarthy-era scrutiny). Still, this 
works as an introduction to the subject of 
20th-century African American poetry, one 
that the curious viewer can use as a launching 
point for further study. Recommended. Aud: 
H, C, P. (P. Hall)

Human Frames: Fear HH1/2
(2012) 65 min. DVD: $45: individuals; $145: 
institutions. Lowave (dist. by Action! Library 
Media Service). PPR.

The Human Frames project consists of 
a series of 10 film programs—suitable for 
exhibition in art galleries and other public 
forums—that examine various human 
emotional states through the perspective 
of experimental cinema. This compilation 
of nine shorts (ranging in length from one 
to 14 minutes) from 2002-10—representing 
filmmakers from Austria, Germany, France, 
the United Kingdom, Israel, Palestine, and 
China—focuses on the subject of fear. For-
mats employed include animation (in Arn-
aud Delord’s Mr. Moth) and manipulation of 
found footage (in Sylvia Schedelbauer’s False 
Friends), but most consist of newly shot scenes 
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Diaghilev and the Ballets Russes HHH1/2
(2013) 55 min. DVD: $19.95. Microcinema International. PPR. Closed 
captioned.

Between 1909 and 1929, Russian producer/impresario Serge 
Diaghilev redefined the performing arts through the innovative 
productions of his Ballets Russes. The Paris-based company bril-
liantly mixed rich cultural Russian heritage with the avant-garde 
modern influences of early-20th-century Europe. Diaghilev’s tal-
ent lay not in creation—he was a self-admitted failure as an artist 
and a composer—but rather in tapping into the creative zeitgeist 
of the era and cajoling a wealth of innovators to collaborate. 

Even a brief roll call of Ballets Russes collaborators inspires awe: Vaslav Nijinsky, Anna 
Pavlova, George Balanchine, Pablo Picasso, Henri Matisse, Claude Debussy, and Igor 
Stravinsky were among the more notable artists to work under Diaghilev’s direction. 
Ballets Russes productions quickly became legendary, although the company had 
its share of problems—most notably, the disastrous rupture between Diaghilev and 
Nijinsky. Sadly, there’s no film footage of their work due to Diaghilev’s refusal to al-
low cameras to shoot the performances. But this National Gallery of Art presentation, 
narrated by Tilda Swinton, does feature a wealth of archival stills, along with intricate 
re-creations of the Ballets Russes’ groundbreaking achievements by major contempo-
rary companies, and interviews with dancers, musicians, and scholars. Ballet lovers 
will greatly appreciate this insightful and intelligent tribute. Highly recommended. 
Aud: C, P. (P. Hall)

edited into hallucinatory images reflecting 
dreamlike responses to subconscious terrors. 
Some of the phobias explored are connected 
to childhood traumas (such as Mr. Moth, 
which concerns a boy who fears retribution 
for his torture of insects), while others reflect 
contemporary societal concerns, as in David 
Cotterrell’s Green Room—consisting of a single 
static shot of emergency medical personnel 
awaiting the arrival of casualties in a war 
zone—or Guli Silberstein’s Excerpt, which 
manipulates Internet footage of a family hid-
ing behind a wall as fighting occurs near their 
house. As with many experimental films, the 
meaning in most cases here is opaque, and 
this compilation is best approached as a work 
of art rather than as cinematic narrative. Also 
newly available in the same series is Human 
Frames: Impermanence. A strong optional 
purchase. Aud: C, P. (F. Swietek)

La Maison de la Radio HHH
(2013) 99 min. In French w/English subtitles. DVD: 
$149 ($249 w/PPR). Kino Lorber Edu.

Acclaimed filmmaker Nicolas Philibert 
(To Be and to Have, Nénette) here turns his 
camera on Radio France—the government-
funded broadcaster that is like a Gallic 
BBC—presenting a “day in the life” portrait 
that eschews narration, instead simply 
serving up clips of events as they unfold. 
La Maison de la Radio cuts from meetings 
of the news staff, to receptionists genially 
responding to calls from listeners, to reports 
from correspondents in trouble spots like 
Tunisia and Egypt, while also interweav-
ing scenes of musical performances, play 
rehearsals, quiz show excerpts, and snippets 
of conversations with celebrities such as 
novelist Umberto Eco. Although Philibert 
generally avoids direct staff interviews, he 

does include one with a man who oversees 
the classical music program—perhaps be-
cause the image of someone surrounded by 
mountains of CDs was just irresistible. And 
he occasionally takes the camera outside the 
confines of the massive circular building 
(the titular maison) to observe an interview 
with a storm-watcher, or an engineer re-
cording sounds of nature in a forest, or a 
reporter covering the Tour de France from 
the back of a motorcycle. All in all, the 
expertly chosen material here captures the 
professionalism and passion of the people 
staffing Radio France, who make it one of 
the world’s premier broadcast organizations. 
An enjoyable and informative profile, this is 
recommended. Aud: C, P. (F. Swietek)

Pumpkins and Old Lace HHH
(2011) 9 min. DVD: $99. National Film Board of 
Canada. PPR.

This strange and silly stop-motion ani-
mated short from director Juliette Loubières 
follows a shaggy photographer who is trolling 
a retirement home looking for models for his 
work on a urinary incontinence protection 
ad. A brusque nurse guides the shutterbug 
around, as he meets a woman who screeches 
from beneath a quilted blanket (she is fearful 
that he’s a monster), a group of elders who 
compete for his attention, and a grizzled, 
grousing, almost threatening-looking kook 
whom the photographer finds oddly famil-
iar…. Surreal elements here include dancing 
paper dolls, snow (indoors), grasping thorns, 
and the aged bedecked in crowns, although 
whether or not this is all in the ad man’s head 
remains to be seen (with the viewer given a 
winking clue at the close). A bit dark, but also 
imaginative, this is recommended. Aud: P.  
(J. Williams-Wood)
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Richard Artschwager: Shut Up and Look 
HHH1/2
(2012) 57 min. DVD: $295. Filmakers Library 
(dist. by Alexander Street Press). PPR. ISBN: 978-1-
4631-1710-8.

Richard Artschwager’s art, says one mu-
seum director, is not meant to be liked but 
rather experienced. Artschwager, who died in 
February 2013 at the age of 89, is the subject 
of Maryte Kavaliauskas’ penetrating yet play-
ful documentary, which portrays him as a 
maverick for whom fame was elusive—even 
though he was beloved by gallery owners 
and critics. While his mixed-media legacy 
is variously described as enigmatic, oblique, 
minimalist, and conceptualist, the fact is 
that Artschwager kept moving and consis-
tently evaded categorization, although the 
common denominator in his creative life 
was a somewhat whimsical overturning of 
conventional ideas about the function of 
objects, along with exploring the meaning of 
beauty in everyday representative art, such as 
newspaper photographs or ads. From a series 
of drawings of household inventory, to the 
creation of furniture stripped of practical 
function, to the use of horsehair lichen as 
an intentionally ugly medium for sculpting, 
Artschwager’s work is often challenging 
but ultimately rewarding. Viewers will also 
learn biographical details: born to a German 
father (a botanist) and a Russian mother (an 
illustrator), Artschwager was raised in New 
Mexico, served in counterintelligence during 
World War II, studied biology, and earned a 
living as a baby photographer and carpenter 
before finally turning to the visual arts. A 
number of friends and arts-world allies here 
speak about his colorful life and multiple 
marriages. Offering an illuminating explora-

tion of the ideas behind this late visionary’s 
creations, this is highly recommended. Aud: 
C, P. (T. Keogh)

Discoveries…America National Parks: 
Ohio’s Cuyahoga Valley & Other National 
Park Service Units HHH
(2012) 50 min. DVD or Blu-ray: $24.95. Bennett-
Watt HD Productions. PPR. ISBN: 978-1-60490-
165-8 (dvd), 978-1-60490-188-7 (blu-ray).

Cuyahoga Valley National Park and other 
Ohio natural attractions are the focus of 
this latest entry from Jim and Kelly Watt’s 
beautiful high-definition-filmed Discover-
ies…America National Parks series. Located 
between Cleveland and Akron, Cuyahoga 
Valley National Park is an oasis of nature 
with Lake Erie-fed canals and a railway (the 
Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad) that runs 
along parts of the waterway network. A ranger 
interviewed here notes this park is a little dif-
ferent since it is not a standalone entity, but 
rather a conglomeration of properties (both 
private and business, scattered throughout) 
that make it markedly different from tradi-
tional parks with defined entrances and large 
stretches of contiguous areas. The canals 
here—and associated locks—play a big part 
in the park’s history, which attendees can 
learn about in the visitor’s center, where a 
hands-on model allows people to manipulate 
toy boats and water levels to demonstrate 
how the locks were used to help deliver goods 
along the canals. Other sites of interest here 
include Beaver Marsh (once a junkyard and 

Uncle Vanya HHH1/2
(1963) 106 min. DVD: $24.99. Kultur International Films (avail. from 
most distributors). ISBN: 978-0-7697-5033-0.

Although the camerawork is often clumsy, this black-and-white 
film of the 1963 Chichester Festival Theatre production of Anton 
Chekhov’s 1897 play about wasted lives will be a mandatory 
acquisition for performing arts collections, and should appeal to 
anyone interested in consummate acting. Laurence Olivier directs 
Constance Garnett’s elegant English version of the text with 
both insight and good taste, securing memorable performances 
from a truly outstanding company. Michael Redgrave is pathetic 
and touching as the title character, who has spent years managing the rural estate of 
his brother-in-law, the dry-as-dust Professor Serebryakov (Max Adrian). Following his 
first wife’s death, self-styled scholar Serebryakov is now remarried to young Helena 
(a luminous Rosemary Harris), and on a visit from the city he suddenly announces 
his intention to sell the farm, threatening the security of his unmarried niece, Sonya 
(Joan Plowright), as well as Vanya. Olivier himself smoothly plays Doctor Astrov, the 
local physician who commiserates with Vanya about the emptiness of rustic existence 
while gingerly flirting with Helena, and Fay Compton and Sybil Thorndike deliver fine 
performances in the relatively minor roles of Marya, Vanya’s aged mother, and the 
elderly nurse Marina. Over the years this provincial production has acquired almost 
legendary status, and while the sometimes muddy visuals and LPCM sound are only 
adequate, they’re good enough to demonstrate that the reputation is wholly justified. 
Highly recommended. Aud: C, P. (F. Swietek)

T R A V E L  &  G E O G R A P H Y
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now a diverse wetland) and the sustainable 
Greenfield Berry Farm. An interesting trav-
elogue on an unusual national park, this is 
recommended. Aud: P. (C. Block)

Human Geography: Making Sense of 
Planet Earth HHH
(2012) 4 discs. 232 min. DVD: $199.99 (teacher’s 
guide included). Ambrose Video Publishing. PPR. 
Closed captioned.

As the human population rushes toward 
the 10 billion mark in our era of globalization, 
we are more interconnected than ever before, 
yet the world remains a diverse, ever-chang-
ing place. Hosted by Dr. Alexander Murphy, 
this eight-part series explores how human-
kind impacts the environment, rearranging 
the landscape at an increasingly accelerating 
rate. But how did we get where we are, and 
where are we going? Humans are linked by 
language, ethnicity, religion (and its sacred 
spaces), political boundaries, and shared as-
sumptions, while variable topography over 
the course of history has helped drive migra-
tion that ultimately led to sweeping changes. 
Human Geography describes the rise and fall 
of empires and feudal states, the beginning 
of industrialization, and the growth of cit-
ies, along the way addressing questions that 
concern scholars of human geography (such 
as: how did the English language become 
globally dominant?), while also looking at 
similarities and differences found in world 
population centers. In addition, the series 
explores the impact of economic inequality, 
the terrible effects of Nazi aggression, and 
the role of climate change, while touching 
on American groups as varied as the Amish, 
Cajuns, the Cherokee Indian Nation, and 
Chinese Americans. Scholars call human 
geography a “survival science,” one that 
emphasizes the importance of place and scale 
in all human activities. Human Geography 
effectively combines input from scholars, 
illustrations of far flung landscapes, and 
up-to-date material (including an examina-
tion of Hurricane Katrina’s role in uprooting 
communities and rearranging populations). 
Extras include an instructor’s guide and print-
able maps and graphics. Recommended. Aud: 
H, C, P. (S. Rees)

Born to Royalty HHH
(2013) 75 min. DVD: $13.95. BBC Worldwide Ltd. 
(avail. from most distributors).

Clearly a rush job—the new Prince George 
Alexander Louis here is not yet referred to 
by name—the BBC-aired documentary Born 
to Royalty, narrated by Hugh Bonneville, 
nevertheless offers an interesting look at the 
history of babies born to the British monar-
chy. Mainly profiling the House of Windsor, 
the film centers on Prince William, both his 

H I S T O R Y  &  C U R R E N T  E V E N T S

and the Duchess of Cambridge’s baby (the 
first new heir in 31 years) and William’s own 
birth to Diana and Prince Charles, which 
sparked a major media frenzy. Going back 
in history (narration overlaid on archival 
footage of King George V notes that “stern 
parenting and harsh discipline created miser-
able princes and stuttering kings”) to examine 
the monarchy’s shift from earlier childrearing 
habits towards more modern practices, the 
program offers tidbits on Queen Elizabeth II’s 
childhood (her dad George VI referred to his 
wife and daughters with the close-knit moni-
ker of “us four”), Prince Charles’s birth (born 
in a Buckingham Palace bathroom…converted 
into an operating room, of course) and con-
nection with his Nanny Mabel (his mother’s 
new duties as Queen interfered somewhat 
with family life), and Di’s role as a hands-on 
mom, which helped to bring William up in a 
relative normalcy that will no doubt influence 
his own experiences as a father. Featuring 
comments from former royal correspondent 
Jennie Bond, royal commentator Professor 
Alastair Bruce, the Queen’s cousin Margaret 
Rhodes, and others, this slice-of-noble-life is 
recommended. Aud: P. (J. Williams-Wood)

Exile: A Myth Unearthed HHH
(2012) 104 min. DVD: $295. National Film Board 
of Canada. PPR.

Ilan Ziv’s documentary argues that first-
century Jews were not forced from their 
homeland—despite longstanding adherence 
to the exile narrative in Jewish and Christian 
theology—examining how it is that exile and 
the Jewish diaspora have become spiritual and 

Defiant Requiem HHHH
(2012) 85 min. DVD: $24.99 ($54.95 w/PPR). PBS Video. SDH captioned. 
ISBN: 978-1-60883-917-9.

In 1941, Czech choral conductor Rafael Schächter was sent 
to the Nazi concentration camp Theresienstadt (aka Terezín), 
where as part of the genocidal “Final Solution” arranged by Adolf 
Eichmann, Jewish families were herded together in crowded, 
unsanitary conditions, plagued by disease. Here, Schächter used 
music, particularly a performance of a mass based on a smuggled 
copy of Verdi’s Requiem, to not only bring hope and humanity 
to the camp inmates, but also to accuse and confront their Nazi 

captors. Written and directed by Doug Shultz, the PBS-aired documentary Defiant Re-
quiem—narrated by Bebe Neuwirth—contrasts Schächter’s nearly impossible original 
task with a contemporary return to once again perform the mass in the same location, 
witnessed by a dwindling number of survivors. At the time of the Holocaust, the chorus 
members rehearsed at night (although many were unfamiliar with the original Latin), 
following long and strenuous days of slave labor. The music performance was part of a 
cultural flowering of art, lectures, and plays—staged by the Nazis in an attempt to fool 
the international community about the treatment of Jews—all punctuated by mass 
deportations to the death camps. The documentary combines generous excerpts from 
the mass with survivor testimony and archival footage made for propaganda purposes. 
In 1944, the Nazi-sanctioned mass was staged for the International Red Cross, offering 
supposed proof of the first-class living conditions of the Jews—thousands of whom 
were shipped to Auschwitz immediately following this charade. Eventually, Schächter 
himself was transported and perished a few weeks before the war’s end. A magnificent 
film that serves as witness to humankind at its worst and best, this is highly recom-
mended. Editor’s Choice. Aud: C, P. (S. Rees)

political canon. Historians here offer back-
ground on the conflict between Rome and 
Jewish communities in Sepphoris and Galilee, 
asserting that many Jews assimilated pagan 
culture to an extent that allowed them to live 
peaceably under Roman rule. These scholars 
contend that Josephus Flavius, whose account 
of a national Jewish uprising has shaped the 
beliefs of Jewish and Christian believers for 
centuries, was likely influenced by his posi-
tion as a descendant of Jerusalem’s priestly 
class and as a captive and personal slave to 
the Roman emperor. Archeologists visit sites 
and examine artifacts indicating that Jewish 
communities were well established across the 
empire long before the supposed exodus, and 
claim that no archeological evidence exists to 
support stories of Jewish rebellion such as the 
siege at Masada. In addition, academics who 
study Muslim traditions have found ritual 
practices that appear to be Jewish in origin, 
suggesting that Jews were not driven away 
but rather survived and remained influential 
for centuries. Finally, Exile looks at the con-
troversial and provocative conclusion to be 
drawn from this argument: namely, that some 
Palestinians could actually be descended from 
non-exiled Jews. Recommended. Aud: C, P. 
(M. Puffer-Rothenberg)

Never Forget to Lie HHH1/2
(2013) 60 min. DVD: $24.99 ($54.95 w/PPR). PBS 
Video. SDH captioned. ISBN: 978-1-60883-914-8.

Before the Holocaust, half a million Jews 
lived at the center of a vibrant cultural tapes-
try in and around the Polish city of Warsaw. 
By war’s end, only about 28,000 survivors 
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were left. In this PBS-aired Frontline documen-
tary, writer-producer and Holocaust survivor 
Marian Marzynski returns to a “haunted past” 
for a cathartic dose of “self-inflicted pain.” By 
1940, most Jews had been rounded up and 
confined to a walled ghetto in preparation for 
shipment to the death camps. Marzynski, the 
son of secular Jews, lived with constant fear of 
being recognized as Jewish, playing hide and 
seek games to avoid the Germans (even being 
circumcised could have dire, life-changing ef-
fects). Separated from his mother, Marzynski 
assumed the false identity of a Christian and 
was hidden in a Catholic orphanage, attend-
ing services and even becoming an altar 
boy. Revisiting familiar ghetto scenes—now 
marked by trash-strewn courtyards and con-
demned buildings—Marzynski talks with 
other survivors, who provide moving and 
ironic commentary on a time when moral 
values were turned upside down: children 
were told “never forget to lie”—the key to 
their survival. Born Jewish, and raised Catho-
lic, Marzynski eventually “abandoned” God, 
making survival his religion. After remaining 
in Communist Poland for many years, he 
emigrated to America, where anti-Semitism 
once again became a fact of life. Recalling 
details of life in the ghetto—both random 
acts of kindness and terrible betrayal—is the 
“unfinished business” of his life and his films. 
Highly recommended. Aud: H, C, P. (S. Rees)

Ain’t In It for My Health: A Film about 
Levon Helm HHH
(2010) 82 min. DVD: $149 ($229 w/PPR). Kino 
Lorber Edu.

There’s no doubt that Levon Helm, late 
singer-drummer for The Band, wasn’t in it 
for his health. He was an indefatigable per-
former who didn’t let throat cancer slow him 

Tears of Gaza HHH1/2
(2010) 82 min. In Arabic w/English subtitles. DVD: $149.95. Choices, Inc. 
PPR. ISBN: 978-1-933724-42-0.

A horrifying documentary featuring raw footage of Israel’s 
attacks on Gaza in the winter of 2008-09, Tears of Gaza offers 
no polite analysis of the Palestinian situation. Norwegian film-
maker Vibeke Løkkeberg—directing remotely, after she was de-
nied access to Gaza—relies on local camera operators to capture 
an immediate, street-level view of Israeli bombings of ordinary 
neighborhoods, nighttime invasions by tanks, the unnerving 
presence of drones and helicopters, and an aftermath of house 
raids in which small children have clearly been shot at point-blank range. Løkkeberg 
attempts to bring structure to the narrative by linking specific scenes from this reign 
of terror to several young children who witnessed the carnage. But the constant attack 
on homes and families results in relentless chaos in this unnarrated documentary that 
offers a sobering eyewitness account of a hellish situation. Winner of the Human Rights 
Award at the 2011 Al Jazeera International Documentary Festival, extras include an 
interview with Løkkeberg, and a lesson plan/guidebook. Highly recommended. Aud: 
C, P. (T. Keogh)

B I O G R A P H Y

down (it’s both disturbing and unsurprising 
to see him smoking throughout this film). 
In his final years, Helm would occasionally 
tour, but conserved most of his energy for 
the Midnight Rambles that took place on 
the Woodstock property he shared with his 
wife, Sandy. At one of these gatherings, he 
performs Bruce Springsteen’s “Atlantic City” 
(afterwards sharing a joint with Billy Bob 
Thornton). Producer Larry Campbell notes 
that The Band’s songwriting royalties went 
to band mate Robbie Robertson, which was 
part of the reason Helm couldn’t afford to 
stop playing, even though he experienced 
vocal complications in the wake of radiation 
treatment. Filmmaker Jacob Hatley shot most 
of this vérité-style footage in 2008, a year in 
which Helm received a lifetime achievement 
award for his participation in The Band and 
a Grammy for Dirt Farmer, his first album 
in 25 years. The documentary also features 
footage from The Band’s appearances on the 
big and little screens, such as Woodstock and 
The Ed Sullivan Show. Other speakers include 
Band member Rick Danko’s widow, Elizabeth; 
Helm’s daughter, Amy, a backup singer; and 
Band biographer Barney Hoskyns. Extras in-
clude deleted scenes. An engaging portrait of 
a charming raconteur with an easy laugh, this 
is recommended. Aud: C, P. (K. Fennessy)

Alaska, the World & Wally Hickel 
HHH1/2
(2012) 57 min. DVD: $24.95. Great Project Media 
(dist. by Janson Media). ISBN: 978-1-56839-454-3.

This fascinating documentary offers a 
nuanced look at a politician who embodied 
a bundle of contradictions on the issue of 
environmental policy but saw himself as a 
visionary. Walter “Wally” Hickel survived 
Dust Bowl poverty to eventually become 
a millionaire developer in Alaska. A fierce 
advocate of Alaskan sovereignty and exploita-
tion of its resources during the early 1960s, 
Hickel took on the federal government, 

which controlled 90 percent of Alaska’s ter-
ritory. As governor, Hickel tried to roll over 
native peoples living on lands he wanted to 
lease to oil companies, and the discovery of 
massive deposits beneath Prudhoe Bay gave 
him leverage while also bringing enormous 
wealth to the state. Environmental tragedy 
ensued, and when the Nixon administra-
tion tapped Hickel to become Secretary of 
the Interior, many detractors cried foul. Yet, 
Hickel oddly turned out to be a champion for 
various causes, shutting down offshore-Cali-
fornia drilling rigs following a catastrophic 
leak, and taking on air and water polluters. 
Hickel even became a target of Nixon’s wrath 
after writing a letter protesting the shooting 
of college students by National Guardsmen 
at Kent State University; he also asked that 
Vice President Spiro Agnew stop condemning 
young anti-war protestors. Alaska, the World 
& Wally Hickel goes on to cover Hickel’s later 
controversial actions in a second term as 
Alaska’s chief executive, while also trying 
to explain Hickel’s vision of partnership 
between governments and private enterprise 
as a way to end hunger and poverty. Offering 
an interesting biography of a complicated 
man, this is highly recommended. Aud: C, 
P. (T. Keogh)

Honor & Sacrifice: The Roy Matsumoto 
Story HHH1/2
(2013) 28 min. DVD: $69: public libraries & high 
schools; $195: colleges & universities. Stourwater 
Pictures. PPR.

Filmmakers Lucy Ostrander and Don Sell-
ers’ powerful documentary tells the story 
of Roy Matsumoto, one of many Japanese 
Americans who enlisted in the U.S. military 
while detained in internment camps during 
World War II. Born to immigrant parents in 
Los Angeles in 1913, Matsumoto was raised in 
L.A. and moved with his family to Hiroshima 
for the latter part of his education. Matsumo-
to returned to the U.S., where he worked until 
Japan’s attack on Pearl Harbor resulted in his 
detention at a facility in Arkansas. Here, Mat-
sumoto volunteered to become a linguist for 
the Military Intelligence Service and joined 
Merrill’s Marauders, the now-celebrated, 
secretive band of volunteers who disrupted 
Japan’s activities in Burma. Enduring much 
hardship, Matsumoto became a hero when 
he tapped into enemy communications and 
learned of an imminent attack that would 
have killed his fellow Marauders. Decorated 
for heroism, Matsumoto was eventually sent 
to postwar Japan, where he found relatives 
still alive in Hiroshima despite the nuclear 
bomb attack that had devastated the city. 
Interweaving archival footage and family 
photographs to illustrate this compelling 
story, along with an interview of the elderly 
Matsumoto, Honor & Sacrifice underscores the 
many internal conflicts and ironies experi-
enced by Japanese-American enlistees, from 
having to prove their loyalty while confined 
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Baby Peggy: The Elephant in the Room HHH1/2
(2013) 54 min. DVD: $24.95. Milestone/Oscilloscope (avail. from most 
distributors). ISBN: 978-1-933920-47-4.

Filmmaker Vera Iwerebor’s excellent documentary tells the 
strange and often tragic story of Diana Serra Cary, who is now in 
her 90s but became one of Hollywood’s biggest stars—known as 
Baby Peggy—before the age of 10. Discovered as a mere toddler 
when her father, Jack, moved his family to Hollywood to work 
as a stuntman and horseman, Baby Peggy was on par with Jackie 
Coogan and Shirley Temple as a box-office draw, at one point 
making $1.5 million annually. During that time, she received 
no education or protection from existing child labor laws, and a jealous Jack publicly 
took credit for her success. And then, suddenly, as these stories often go, it was all 
over. Baby Peggy’s studio contract was cancelled at the same time her management 
team—family members—stole all of her money, forcing her to go on the road as a 
breadwinner to perform multiple shows a day on the vaudeville circuit. The film delves 
into successive chapters in Baby Peggy’s rollercoaster ride through success and failure, 
identifying the moment she finally began taking the reins of her life, rebooting her 
identity as “Diana” and finding happiness with her second husband and only child. 
Sharp, charming, and full of memories, Cary appears on camera throughout, speaking 
at film festivals where a few of her surviving movies screen before appreciative audi-
ences. Viewers also learn about Cary’s work as a Hollywood historian and author, as 
well as her advocacy of greater protection for child performers. Extras include three 
short films starring Baby Peggy, as well as the 1924 feature-length Captain January, 
and a music video. A wonderfully entertaining profile, this is highly recommended. 
Aud: C, P. (T. Keogh)

within the U.S. to fighting an enemy that of-
ten (as in Matsumoto’s case) literally included 
one’s brothers from the old country. Highly 
recommended. Aud: C, P. (T. Keogh)

Jussi Björling: He Sang with a Tear in 
His Voice HHH
(2013) 77 min. In Swedish w/English subtitles. 
DVD: $24.99. Kultur International Films (avail. 
from most distributors). ISBN: 978-0-7697-5026-2.

Director Torbjörn Lindqvist presents an 
affectionate tribute here to Swedish tenor 
Jussi Björling, a man—once called a second 
Caruso—with a rich, smooth, wide-ranging 
voice, whose death at 49 in 1960 was a great 
loss to the operatic world. Archival material 
including film footage/stills, promotional 
advertisements, and newspaper articles is 
interspersed with recollections from rela-
tives, friends, and colleagues, as well as com-
mentary from music critics. The filmmaker 
also employs some dramatic re-creations, 
particularly in sequences depicting Jussi 
touring as a young boy—in Europe and the 
United States—with his two brothers as part 
of a singing trio under the guidance of their 
father. But the documentary makes clear 
that Björling did not hail from a privileged 
background, forced to perform menial work 
after he’d left home until he was discovered 
and groomed by perceptive patrons for a 
singing career that would take him not only 
to the Stockholm Opera but also to the most 
prestigious international companies, includ-
ing the Metropolitan in New York, where he 
was on the roster from 1938 until his death. 
The documentary covers Björling’s domestic 

life without whitewashing the bumps in his 
marriage, and viewers will hear numerous (if 
also fairly short) clips of his singing. A fine 
personal portrait of a magnificent tenor whose 
recordings continue to be cherished by opera 
buffs around the world, this is recommended. 
Aud: C, P. (F. Swietek)

Letters from Jackie: The Private 
Thoughts of Jackie Robinson HHH
(2011) 45 min. DVD: $9.98. Lionsgate (avail. from 
most distributors). Closed captioned.

April 15, 1947 was a date that not only 
changed Major League Baseball, but also 
marked a milestone in American civil rights. 
On that day Jackie Robinson donned a Brook-
lyn Dodgers jersey, becoming the first black 
player in the majors. This MLB-produced 
documentary presents private reflections 
from Robinson, many handwritten to a young 
fan who became his lifelong friend. A proud 
man who was also a firm believer in racial 
integration, Robinson was admonished by 
Dodgers owner Branch Rickey to suppress his 
natural instincts to fight back, confining his 
rebellion to the playing field, which was hard 
for Robinson to do. Black cats were released 
in front of his dugout, and opposing team 
and fan chatter was routinely sprinkled with 
racial slurs. Backed by the support of a loving 
wife, Robinson would be named Rookie of the 
Year, and go on to compile an impressive set 
of statistics during his 10-year career. Featur-
ing readings by actor Dennis Haysbert, Letters 
from Jackie includes insights on Robinson’s 
play, later business career, support for the 
Civil Rights movement, and his surprising 

connection to the Republican party, which 
grew out of his disillusionment with the 
Democrats, due to what he perceived as 
lukewarm support for African American 
rights. The music score is unfortunately 
intrusive, and the program includes no 
information on Robinson’s early life or 
route to the majors (a serious flaw). What it 
does do, however, is offer ample evidence 
of Robinson’s greatness and humanity, 
underscoring why his number 42 has been 
permanently retired throughout baseball 
(except on April 15, when all ballplayers 
wear his number). Jackie Robinson Day is 
a reminder of what Robinson overcame, 
celebrating the progress that has been made, 
while also acknowledging what remains to 
be accomplished. Recommended. Aud: H, 
P. (S. Rees)

The Life of Muhammad HHH1/2
(2011) 180 min. DVD: $24.99 ($52.95 w/PPR), 
Blu-ray: $29.99 ($52.95 w/PPR). PBS Video. SDH 
captioned. ISBN: 978-1-60883-879-0 (dvd), 978-1-
60883-896-7 (blu-ray).

The title of director Faris Kermani’s The 
Life of Muhammad is a little misleading. Far 
from being a straightforward biography of 
the founder of Islam, this three-part docu-
mentary series uses the prophet Muhammad’s 
lifespan as a jumping-off point from which 
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The Greatest Ears in Town HHH1/2
(2013) 103 min. DVD: $24.98. Shelter Island/TDC (avail. from most 
distributors). ISBN: 978-1-939517-07-4.

A beautiful documentary, The Greatest Ears in Town celebrates 
the life and career of Arif Mardin, a key architect of popular 
music for more than 40 years. Largely shot within a few weeks 
prior to Mardin’s death from pancreatic cancer in 2006, and 
co-directed by the subject’s musician son, Joe Mardin, and 
Doug Biro, the film captures a joyful time during which 
Arif—best known as a masterful record producer, orchestra-
tor, and arranger—recorded a solo album of his own material 
called “All My Friends Are Here.” Indeed, many of his friends do turn up to lend a 
hand with recording Mardin’s own music, particularly artists whose hit songs he 
helped create since 1963: Bette Midler, Norah Jones, Daryl Hall, Barry Gibb, Carly 
Simon, and others. Between glimpses of those sessions, the documentary offers a 
rich history of Mardin’s life in music, beginning in Istanbul, where his childhood 
decision to pursue recording and composing made him a black sheep within his 
aristocratic family. Coming to America, Mardin received a scholarship (on the 
recommendation of Quincy Jones) to the Berkelee College of Music in Boston, and 
then struggled for a while before becoming Atlantic Records’ house arranger in 
1963. His extraordinary ability to understand artists and both support and extend 
their ideas soon established him as a go-to producer, one whose touch can still be 
heard on hundreds of classic recordings. Also interviewed here are Aretha Franklin, 
Sir George Martin, Atlantic co-founder Ahmet Ertegun, the Rascals’ Felix Cavaliere, 
and Dr. John. Fine archival music footage and interviews of Mardin’s widow and 
children add much to this splendid portrait. Extras include bonus scenes. Highly 
recommended. Aud: C, P. (T. Keogh)

to examine Islam from moral, historical, 
religious, and political perspectives. So-
mali-born journalist Rageh Omaar serves as 
host here, covering all of the milestones in 
Muhammad’s life (from receiving the first of 
many divine revelations, to his historic final 
sermon), while also using that biographical 
material to emphasize Muhammad’s teach-
ings and legacy in light of modern events. 
Radical Islamic terrorism (most notably, the 
attacks on September 11, 2001) is repeatedly 
condemned and presented as a total contra-
diction of Muhammad’s teachings as written 
in the Qur’an. Part one (“The Seeker”) covers 
Muhammad’s birth in Mecca (in 570 A.D.), 
early years, and the first of many marriages, 
culminating with his first revelation. Part 
two (“Holy Wars”) chronicles key events in 
Muhammad’s adult life, focusing on the Con-
stitution of Medina (recognizing the rights of 
all people including Jews and Christians) and 
war with Meccan tribes, as Islam continued 
to spread across the Middle East. Part three, 
“Holy Peace,” investigates Muhammad’s later 
years, especially the establishment of the 
moral codes known as Sharia law, the code of 
jihad (holy war), the prophet’s use of marriage 
to build alliances, and the most important 
messages of Muhammad’s final sermon. Pro-
viding a strong foundation of Islamic history 
and philosophy—more than enough to dispel 
misconceptions of Islam as a hateful, violent 
religion—this is essential viewing for those 
seeking a greater understanding of Islam and 
its founder. Highly recommended. Aud: C, P. 
(J. Shannon)

One Track Heart: The Story of Krishna 
Das HHH
(2013) 72 min. DVD: $29.99. Zeitgeist Films 
(avail. from most distributors).

In 1970, Long Island-born young hip-
pie musician Jeffrey Kagel turned down a 
chance to be the lead singer of a band that 
would become Blue Oyster Cult, instead 
following the trail of Timothy Leary and 
Ram Dass to India (yes, LSD acid trips sort 
of pointed the way), where he studied with 
a saintly holy man named Neem Karoli Baba 
(alias Maharaj-ji). Returning to the U.S. as 
Krishna Das, the onetime bluesman per-
formed for spiritual seekers, but Maharaj-ji’s 
death in 1973 left him devastated and he 
plunged into addiction. Krishna Das found 
his way again through the performance of 
“kirtan” Hindu chants on a tiny but grow-
ing yoga studio circuit, eventually cutting 
his popular 1996 debut album called One 
Track Heart. Now, KD (as his friends call 
him) is one of the best-known artists work-
ing in the genre, although he is as much a 
spiritual leader as a musician. Here, Krishna 
Das speaks modestly of himself and his 
journey, which included making a pilgrim-
age back to India to become centered (and 
be ordained as a Hindu priest) after music 
stardom grew to be overwhelming. Also 
featuring interviews with authors Ram Dass, 
Daniel Golemon, and Sharon Salzberg, as 
well as Grammy-winning producer Rick 
Rubin, extras include bonus interview and 
concert footage. Recommended. Aud: C, P. 
(C. Cassady)

Rebel: Loreta Velazquez—Secret Soldier 
of the American Civil War HHH
(2013) 51 min. DVD: $24.99 ($54.95 w/PPR). PBS 
Video. SDH captioned. ISBN: 978-1-60883-928-5.

Born in 19th-century Cuba, Loreta 
Velazquez was always a rebel. Her father sent 
her to New Orleans in hopes that she would 
marry well and learn to be a lady; instead, 
she wed an American of no social station. 
Sadly, all of her children died of disease, and 
her husband was killed while training Con-
federate troops shortly after the outbreak of 
the Civil War. Written and directed by María 
Agui Carter, this PBS-aired documentary 
describes the strange journey of Velazquez, 
who became perhaps one of a thousand 
women to fight in the Civil War disguised as 
a man. Assuming the name “Harry T. Buford,” 
Velazquez lived—like other troops—mostly 
outdoors, rarely undressing, her figure con-
cealed by baggy uniforms. Loreta bought 
a slave named Bob, who perhaps knew her 
secret, but he escaped when he had the op-
portunity. According to Loreta, she fought in 
the first battle at Bull Run, and later at Shiloh, 
even suffering a gunshot wound. Eventu-
ally, her identity was discovered, raising the 
danger that she could be accused of being a 
spy; instead, the Confederates used Loreta to 
relay money and information across enemy 
lines. Like much of her life, the truth about 
Velazquez remains elusive. Historians here 
describe what is known, although much of it 
is drawn from her 1876 postwar memoir The 
Woman in Battle. Velazquez married several 
times, fought for Cuban independence, died 
in 1902, and is buried in an unmarked grave. 
Whatever the ultimate truth, this Hispanic 
woman clearly lived life on her own terms. 
An engaging biography of an overlooked 
Civil War figure, this is recommended. Aud: 
C, P. (S. Rees)

Richard III: Martyr or Monster? 
HHH1/2
(2013) 48 min. DVD: $24.99. Kultur International 
Films (avail. from most distributors). ISBN: 978-0-
7697-5016-3.

Written and presented by historian and 
Emmy award–winner Bob Carruthers, this 
documentary offers a good introduction to 
both the facts and the myths about King 
Richard III and his brief but highly controver-
sial reign in 15th-century England. In 2012, 
the monarch’s remains were discovered in a 
parking lot in Leicester, where his body was 
dumped by Henry Tudor in an unmarked pit 
following the Battle of Bosworth in 1485. That 
finding has led to a general reevaluation of 
the man many of us know only as the twisted 
monster in Shakespeare’s tragedy Richard III. 
Here, viewers revisit the history of dark deeds 
and suspicious events following the death 
of Richard’s older brother, King Edward IV, 
some of which—such as the disappearance 
and presumed murder of Edward’s two 
sons—had a significant impact on the line 
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of royal succession. The film also looks at the 
two rebellions that rose up against Richard, 
and examines the dubious Tudor claims to 
the throne. Carruthers’ onscreen narrative is 
supplemented with specially filmed selections 
from Shakespeare’s play, historical reconstruc-
tions, and interviews with noted historians, 
including Philippa Langley, who spearheaded 
the cause of searching for Richard’s bones for 
the express purpose of giving him an actual 
tomb. Langley’s insights (and those of others) 
are intriguing, offering a more nuanced view 
of Shakespeare’s infamous villain. Highly 
recommended. Aud: H, C, P. (T. Keogh)

Robert Williams: Mr. Bitchin’ HHH
(2013) 89 min. DVD: $19.95. Cinema Libre Studio 
(avail. from most distributors).

Robert Williams’ name might not be a 
household commodity, but his highly distinc-
tive paintings have held significant value in 
the underground art world for decades. Boast-
ing five credited directors—Douglas Blake, 
Nancye Ferguson, Michael Lafetra, Stephen 
Nemeth, and Mary C. Reese—this documen-
tary offers a glowing valedictory assessment 
of Williams’ contributions to publishing, al-
bum art, and the gallery scene. Born in 1943, 
the rebellious Williams discovered his style 
while under the tutelage of Ed “Big Daddy” 
Roth, famed creator of the underground car-
toon character Rat Fink. Williams eventually 
joined the celebrated R. Crumb as a leader of 
the underground comic scene, producing a 
series of disturbing yet fantastic works. The 
artist’s first major brush with mainstream 
notoriety would come with his controversial 
painting Appetite for Destruction, which was 
used for the cover of the 1987 Guns N’ Roses 
album of the same name. Over time, this 
art world outsider would become a heralded 
icon, although Williams never let the fame 
become corruptive or corrosive. Among the 
interviewees offering praise here are Axl 
Rose and Slash of Guns N’ Roses, Debbie 
Harry and Chris Stein of Blondie, and late jazz 
clarinetist Artie Shaw. Williams, along with 
his wife, Suzanne (a noted artist in her own 
right), bring a down-to-earth charm to this 
biographical documentary that also plays like 
a feel-good life adventure. Recommended. 
Aud: C, P. (P. Hall)

Wings of a Warrior: The Jimmy Doolittle 
Story HHH1/2

Filmmaker and host Gardner Doolittle’s 
documentary tells the incredible story of 
James Harold “Jimmy” Doolittle, a remark-
able American who was not only involved in 
two world wars, but also contributed to the 
development of aviation both in battle and 
in commercial industry. Born in 1896, Doo-
little spent part of his childhood in Nome, 
AK, surviving in a tough environment with 
the even tougher company of gold miners. 
Determined to live by his own rules, Doolittle 
was a boxer, gymnast, silver miner, and more 

or less aimless roughneck before joining the 
Signal Reserve Corps Aviation Section in 
1919, where he instantly fell in love with fly-
ing. Building his own glider and eventually 
becoming the first pilot to fly coast-to-coast 
across the U.S. in 1922, Doolittle’s maverick 
personality and accomplishments would 
make him a much-admired figure on the 
world stage in subsequent years, especially 
known for heading up the “Doolittle Raid-
ers,” a group of 16 B-25 bombers that made 
a bold 1942 WWII air raid on Tokyo, which 
would have little strategic impact but was an 
incredible morale booster (this tale was told 
in Hollywood’s Thirty Seconds Over Tokyo, 
featuring Spencer Tracy as Doolittle). Doo-
little would also develop instrument-only 
navigation systems and retractable landing 
gear that helped revolutionize flying. Add to 
that the man’s amazing luck (he walked away 
from many crashes) and his life seems not just 
a story, but rather the stuff of lore. Highly 
recommended. Aud: C, P. (T. Keogh)

You Don’t Need Feet to Dance HHH
(2013) 81 min. DVD: $24.95. First Run Features 
(avail. from most distributors). Closed captioned.

Stricken with polio, African-born dancer 
and musician Sidiki Conde is nevertheless an 
inspiring, enthralling force of nature. Conde 
came to NYC’s East Village from Guinea to 
escape poverty and a nasty dictatorship, 
while his wife had to move to Madagascar for 
work. Director Alan Governar’s documentary 
approach here is simple and direct, following 
Conde around during a typical day in his 
precarious existence. From the struggles of 
just getting out of bed and into the bath, to 
his work teaching handicapped children the 
fundamentals of dance and rhythm, to the 
staging of his own music and performance 
art on the street, Conde’s plight is not one in 
which self-pity has any place, even though he 
has no use of his legs. Rather, his relentless 
enthusiasm in the face of the grim realities 
of being handicapped in the big city is abso-
lutely infectious. Although some clarifying 
voiceover narration would have been nice, 
and Governar misses an opportunity to make 
a broader and deeper contextual statement 
about the struggles of people with handicaps 
in urban environments, Conde’s personality 
and indomitable can-do spirit ultimately win 
out. DVD extras include extended and deleted 
scenes, and a portrait gallery. Recommended. 
Aud: C, P. (M. Sandlin)

The following titles are new additions 
to series that were previously recom-
mended. Titles are available from most 
distributors unless otherwise noted.

The latest entry in 
Acacia and Acorn Me-
dia Group’s popular 
fitness series hosted 
by vinyasa flow expert 
Shiva Rea and set on 
the island of Santorini 
is Shiva Rea: Yoga in 
Greece (140 min., DVD: $19.99). See 
review of Shiva Rea: More Daily Energy 
in VL-3/12.

Newly available from Universal Home 
Entertainment is the all-new movie 
Monster High: 13 Wishes (74 min., 
DVD: $19.98, Blu-ray/DVD Combo: 
$26.98), which revolves around little 
sister Howleen Wolf, who meets a genie 
and is granted 13 wishes to use during 
the new school year. See review of Mon-
ster High: Ghouls Rule in VL-1/13.

The latest addition to the long-run-
ning series from Lionsgate and HIT 
Entertainment based on books by the 
Rev. W. Awdry, Thomas & Friends: King 
of the Railway—The Movie (62 min., 
DVD: $19.98, Blu-ray/DVD Combo: 
$24.99) finds Thomas, Percy, and James 
tasked with completing important jobs. 
See review of Thomas and Friends: Salty’s 
Secret in VL-11/02.

Catholic priest and Oblate School of 
Theology president Ron Rolheiser is back 
with a new seminar discussion from 
Oblate Media and Videos With Values: 
the three-part series The Many Faces of 
Fear: Exploring the Roots of Religious 
Fear (150 min., DVD: 2 discs, $19.99). 
See review of The Incarnation: Keeping 
God in the Flesh in VL-3/13. Available 
from: Videos With Values, 4126 Seven 
Hills Dr., Florissant, MO 63033; tel: 800-
233-4629; web: videoswithvalues.org.

Newly ava i lable 
from Paramount Home 
Entertainment is Dora 
the Explorer: Dora’s 
Great Roller Skate 
Adventure (69 min., 
DVD: $14.99), the lat-
est in the popular Nick-
elodeon preschool series featuring tiny 
traveler Dora and monkey BFF Boots. See 
review of Dora the Explorer: Christmas! 
in VL-11/02.

Visit Video Librarian Online (www.
videolibrarian.com) for more reviews 
during November and December, includ-
ing: Big Boys Gone Bananas!, Ellen Barrett 
Live: Fusion Floor Workout, Freya, Gangster 
Empire: Rise of the Mob, Jake Shimabukuro: 
Life on Four Strings, Revelations, Wagner: A 
Genius in Exile, and much more!
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Japanese  Anime
Another HHH
(2012) 300 min. DVD: 3 
discs, $59.98; Blu-ray: 2 discs, 
$69.98. Sentai Filmworks 
(avail. from most distributors). 
ISBN: 978-1-6161-5395-3 (dvd), 
978-1-6161-5396-0 (blu-ray).

Set in 1998, this atmo-
spheric, manga-based horror 
anime draws from the same well that inspired 
the Japanese urban legend film Ringu and 
Hollywood’s Final Destination series (there’s 
even a dialogue plug for the thriller novels 
of John Saul). After his widowed father takes 
a job in a provincial town, teenager Kouichi 
must adjust to a new junior high school and a 
bizarre generation-old curse that has befallen 
his homeroom class—one that annually 
threatens to take the lives of numerous kids in 
freakish fatalities, unless a bizarre custom is 
observed. Kouichi grows close to Mei Misaki, 
an eerily quiet classmate who wears an eye 
patch and lives in a strange gallery-studio 
of macabre dolls. But no one else at the 
school seems to notice Mei, or even see her. 
Slowly cranking up the gruesomeness, from 
quiet dread to a full-on student-vs.-student 
bloodbath (on a dark and stormy night, no 
less), the moody vibe here even manages to 
survive the obligatory cheesecake-swimsuit 
episode. Available on DVD or Blu-ray in dual-
language editions, rated TV-14, extras include 
an extended music video. Recommended. 
(C. Cassady)

Eureka Seven AO: Astral 
Ocean, Part 1 HHH
(2012) 4 discs. 300 min. Blu-
ray/DVD Combo: $64.98. 
Funimation (avail. from most 
distributors). ISBN: 1-4210-
2702-X.

Part of the Eureka Seven 
manga/TV show/Bandai video game fran-
chise, Eureka Seven AO: Astral Ocean is built 
around a familiar anime trope: namely, 
children flying giant robos into battle. By 
2025, human society has become vastly 
changed by the presence of “Scub,” coral-like 
sea life (perhaps intelligent) that disgorges 
advanced gadgets and power sources. But 
when nations try to tap into Scub, they are 
subject to destructive attacks by “Secrets,” 
huge machine-creatures (looking something 
like origami). Secrets can only be defeated 
by IFOs—i.e., humanoid mechas engineered 
from Scub-related technology. Ao is an out-
cast boy on Okinawa—now an independent 
island-nation—whose blue hair, strange DNA, 
and parentage by a missing mystery woman 
named Eureka (the first pilot of the first IFO) 
mark him as a possible alien. Ao is able to 
pilot “Nirvash,” the prototype IFO, and save 
his people from one Secret after another with 
the aid of Generation Bleu, a squad of female 
IFO pilots. Excellent animation and design 
trump the somewhat tangled narrative that 
touches on espionage, politics, genocide in 

the Balkans, and pop stars. Presented in a 
dual-language Blu-ray/DVD Combo set, rated 
TV-14, extras include episode commentaries, 
and a featurette on the recording sessions for 
the English-dialogue dubs with voiceover 
actor Brandon Potter. Recommended. [Note: 
Eureka Seven AO: Astral Ocean, Part 2 is also 
newly available.] (C. Cassady)

The Garden of Words 
HHH
(2013) 46 min. DVD: $24.98, 
Blu-ray: $34.98. Sentai 
Filmworks (avail. from most 
distributors). ISBN: 978-1-
6161-5334-2 (dvd), 978-1-
6161-5397-7 (blu-ray).

A delicate short feature 
from rising anime filmmaker Makoto Shinkai, 
this romantic drama—no sci-fi, no paranor-
mal stuff—blends intricately rendered and 
vibrant animation with photorealistic CGI 
backgrounds of genuine Japanese locations. 
Fifteen-year-old Takao is a mature-for-his-
age schoolboy from a broken home who is 
saving his part-time restaurant earnings in 
order to pursue his passion for designing 
handcrafted shoes. Takao finds that during 
summer rains a chic-looking adult woman 
idles under a particular pavilion in the park, 
eating chocolate and drinking beer. The pair 
strike up a friendship, and perhaps something 
deeper, although the lady’s troubled back-
ground and emotional reserve (not to men-
tion the age gap) seem to be insurmountable 
obstacles. Viewers might be reminded here 
of the lovesick melancholies of live-action 
filmmaker Wong Kar-Wai, although the 
truncated storyline will have them yearning 
for more. Available on DVD or Blu-ray in 
dual-language editions, rated TV-14, extras 
include audio commentaries, and an exten-
sive “making-of” featurette with interviews 
of Shinkai and the two lead Japanese voice 
actors. Recommended. (C. Cassady)

Guilty Crown, Part 1 
HHH
(2011) 4 discs. 275 min. Blu-
ray/DVD Combo: $64.98. 
Funimation (avail. from most 
distributors). ISBN: 1-4210-
2663-5.

This anime series set in 
the year 2039 finds Japan under the control 
of a military force called the GHQ. A decade 
earlier, the Apocalypse Virus arrived in Japan 
via a meteorite, resulting in violent anarchy 
that could only be quelled using the GHQ’s 
military might. In the midst of this tumul-
tuous setting is pop singer Inori, who is also 
a member of a rebel group called Funeral 
Parlor that is determined to overthrow the 
GHQ. She teams up with an awkward teenage 
boy named Shu, teaching him how to use a 
weapon called the Void Genome. Initially, 
Shu isn’t eager to join the rebellion, but he 
is eventually sucked into the maelstrom and 

begins to show a heretofore unapparent gift 
for leadership. Although the plot is sometimes 
confusing, Guilty Crown moves with a visceral 
energy and sly humor (one storyline involves 
a genetic drug formula named “Norma 
Gene”), and Shu is a genuinely likeable and 
charming hero. Compiling the first 11 epi-
sodes in a dual-language Blu-ray/DVD Combo 
set, rated TV-14, extras include episode com-
mentaries and a behind-the-scenes featurette. 
Recommended. [Note: Guilty Crown, Part 2 is 
also newly available.] (P. Hall)

Haganai: I Don’t Have 
Many Friends HH
(2011) 4 discs. 325 min. Blu-
ray/DVD Combo: $64.98. 
Funimation (avail. from most 
distributors). ISBN: 1-4210-
2706-2.

High school student Mi-
kazuki Yozora decides to 
start a “Neighbor’s Club,” hoping to learn 
strategies to make friends. Her first recruit is 
Hasegawa Kodaka, a recent transfer student 
who does not remember that he was actu-
ally Mikazuki’s best friend long ago. Yozora 
doesn’t anticipate attracting more members, 
but by the end of this 2011 first season, the 
Club has transformed into a harem anime of 
quirky female students each joining for her 
own reason and fixating on (uninterested) 
Kodaka. While Haganai boasts a promising 
premise, the series is frequently overwhelmed 
by fierce humor and fan service. Daring to 
make some of its characters unlikeable, the 
show fails to flesh most of them out, rely-
ing on shouted insults in place of genuine 
interactions, although it does shine when 
poking fun at cultural trends, such as eroge 
(erotic video games). Based on light novels 
and subsequent manga, Haganai will appeal 
to lovers of harem comedies, fan service, and 
boundary-pushing, but not general anime 
aficionados. Compiling all 12 episodes on 
a dual-language Blu-ray/DVD Combo set, 
rated TV-MA, extras include a bonus OVA and 
episode commentaries. With its sexualiza-
tion of underage girls, panty shots, and rape 
jokes, Haganai is not a necessary purchase. 
(L. Martincik)

K-On! The Movie HH1/2
(2011) 110 min. DVD: 2 discs, 
$29.98; Blu-ray: $39.98. Sentai 
Filmworks (avail. from most 
distributors). ISBN: 978-1-6161-
5325-0 (dvd), 978-1-6161-
5326-7 (blu-ray).

This cartoon travelogue 
is spun off from a manga-
turned-animated-TV-series (Sakura High Band) 
turned live-music act. The Light Music Club 
is an undergrad society at Japan’s all-female 
Sakuragaoka High. Despite their cutesy 
uniformed exteriors (the faces here are South 
Park-like, with round heads, enormous eyes, 
and microscopic noses), the quintet of teen 
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BFFs rock out under the stage name After 
School Tea Time, mostly serving up peppy 
tunes about food. Approaching graduation, 
the girls impulsively decide to take a trip 
together to London, and luckily bring along 
their instruments, as a couple gigs fall into 
their laps. K-On! The Movie assumes that 
viewers have already been following the 
franchise, serving up numerous references 
to previous incidents, with minimal time 
devoted to character development or what 
differentiates, say, Yui from Mio. Will they 
write a great farewell song in time for gradu-
ation commencement? Will the youngest, 
guitarist Azusa, take over the club in her 
upcoming senior year? Released theatrically 
in Japan in 2011, K-On! The Movie arrives on 
DVD and Blu-ray in dual-language editions, 
rated TV-14. Extras include behind-the-scenes 
featurettes on the director, Japanese voiceover 
actresses, and the film’s premiere. A solid 
consideration for those collecting the series, 
this is optional elsewhere. (C. Cassady)

Lupin the Third: The 
Woman Called Fujiko 
Mine HHH
(2012) 4 discs. 325 min. Blu-
ray/DVD Combo: $64.98. 
Funimation (avail. from most 
distributors). ISBN: 1-4210-
2714-3.

Viewers who are familiar with the long-
running Lupin the Third series—centering on 
a rascally master thief and his crew—from 
edited Cartoon Network airings and earlier 
video releases will be surprised by the hy-
per-sexualized, darker tone of this prequel 
set. The Woman Called Fujiko Mine uncovers 
(“undresses” might be the more apt word) 
the earlier antics of Lupin’s crew before they 
teamed up, with the most prominent outlaw 
being the titular mystery woman Fujiko 
Mine, who is frequently seen semi- or fully 
nude. The 13 episodes from 2012 compiled 
here gradually reveal Fujiko’s origin story, 
which involves cruel pharmaceutical human 
experimentation that unleashed mind-con-
trol drugs on the world. The seduction and 
obsession (straight and gay), violence, and 
hallucinatory imagery here are reminiscent 
of Barbarella and European comix artists such 
as Guido Crepax (the plot is set in a mod-ish 
1960s/70s time period). Presented in a dual-
language Blu-ray/DVD Combo set, rated TV-
MA, extras include episode commentaries, a 
cast reunion featurette, and a segment on the 
recording studio where the English dub was 
created. A stylish adult anime series, this is 
recommended. (C. Cassady)

Princess Knight, Part One HHH
(1967) 5 discs. 650 min. DVD: $39.99. The Right 
Stuf International (avail. from most distributors). 
ISBN: 1-57032-659-2.

Originally airing in Japan from 1967-68, 
this classic anime series set in the mythical 
kingdom of Silverland focuses on Sapphire, 

a princess who wound up 
with two hearts at birth: a 
boy’s blue heart and a girl’s 
pink heart, thus giving her 
the positive attributes of 
both genders. This error 
occurred thanks to a clumsy 
angel-in-training named 
Choppy, who is forced to become Sapphire’s 
sidekick after he is unable to rectify the 
mistake. Although Sapphire is the sole child 
of the kindly king, Silverland does not al-
low girls to ascend the throne, so in order 
to prevent the evil Duke Duralumon from 
claiming power, Sapphire is presented as a 
prince. Sapphire and Choppy wind up in a 
series of strange situations where Sapphire is 
required to display either Errol Flynn-worthy 
bravery as a swashbuckling knight or (in a 
courtship with a prince of a neighboring 
kingdom) the regal grace of a young princess. 
Presenting the first 26 episodes in an English-
dubbed only set, rated 7-up, this unusual 
gender-bender adventure is recommended. 
[Note: Princess Knight, Part Two is also newly 
available.] (P. Hall)

Shining Hearts: 
Complete Collection 
HH 
(2012) 300 min. DVD: 3 
discs, $59.98; Blu-ray: 2 discs, 
$69.98. Sentai Filmworks 
(avail. from most distributors). 
ISBN: 978-1-6161-5337-3 
(dvd), 978-1-6161-5338-0 (blu-ray).

On the island-kingdom of Windaria—
where humans coexist with elves, witches, 
and other magical beings—three cheerful, 
busty babes run a bakery producing “bread of 
happiness” and other sweet delicacies. Their 
new chef Rick washed ashore on Windaria as 
an amnesiac—an origin story shared by other 
inhabitants. When Rick eventually displays 
Jason Bourne-style latent fighting skills, it’s 
clear that he’s more than he seems. In the 
dozen (not baker’s) leisurely episodes from 
2012 compiled here, a dwarf-inventor tries to 
reactivate the Battle Angel Alita-style feminine 
robot he discovered on the beach (with the 
aid of certain lost island treasures), while 
the characters’ secrets ultimately become 
clearer when an enemy battle-fleet appears 
on the horizon. Inspired by the titular video 
game, Shining Hearts is an inconsequential, 
puff-pastry fantasy. Arriving on DVD and 
Blu-ray in dual-language editions, rated 
TV-14, extras include bonus mini-cartoons. 
An optional purchase, at best. (C. Cassady) 

Tenchi Muyo: War on Geminar, Part One 
HHH
(2009) 5 discs. 322 min. Blu-ray/DVD 
Combo: $64.98. Funimation (avail. from most 
distributors). ISBN: 1-4210-2666-X.

This anime offering from the Tenchi Muyo 
franchise (it’s not necessary to be familiar 

with the original series to 
appreciate the madness here) 
is set in a galaxy quite dif-
ferent from our own, where 
15-year-old Kenshi Masaki 
is assigned to assassinate the 
‘tween Princess Lashara but 
reneges on the mission. The 
royal miss uses Kenshi as a servant, and he 
finds himself in some fairly silly situations 
at the Holy Land Academy—including being 
hypnotized into being a masseur for shapely 
young women. The excessive amount of 
lascivious female attention given to Kenshi is 
occasionally interrupted by echoes of distant 
military bellicosity that threatens Lashara’s 
reign and the stability of her realm. None of 
this makes much sense, but anime addicts 
who have long since abandoned any notion 
of coherent and tasteful storytelling may 
find some amusement in this mishmash of 
sex comedy and sci-fi. Kenshi is the half-
brother of Tenchi Masaki in the original 
series, but he’s far less interesting than his 
hero predecessor. Indeed, his blandness 
makes it difficult to understand why so many 
feminine bombshells pursue him. Still, this 
is a cheerful romp that will appeal to fans of 
smutty anime humor. Compiling the first 
seven episodes from 2009 in a dual-language 
Blu-ray/DVD Combo set, rated TV-MA, extras 
include audio commentary, and behind-the-
scenes stills and clips. Recommended. [Note: 
Tenchi Muyo: War on Geminar, Part Two is also 
newly available.] (P. Hall)

This Boy Caught a 
Merman HH1/2
(2013) 30 min. DVD: $14.98, 
Blu-ray: $24.98. Sentai 
Filmworks (avail. from most 
distributors). ISBN: 978-1-6161-
5350-2 (dvd).

A 2012 follow-up to ani-
mator Soubi Yamamoto’s 
This Boy Can Fight Aliens (VL-11/12)—a simi-
lar short anime in the homoerotic Japanese 
cartoon and “boys love” genre known as 
“yaoi”—This Boy Caught a Merman centers on 
Shima, a sensitive school-age youth grieving 
over the death of his grandfather, who falls 
into the ocean but is rescued by a nameless 
blond, hunky merman. Shima allows the 
merman to live at his home (in an inflatable 
kiddie pool), and their friendship turns into 
something deeper, albeit non-explicit (except 
for kissing). At a mere half-hour, the plotline 
here is short on incident and action; rather, 
it’s the offbeat themes and visuals that hold 
the viewer’s attention. Yamamoto’s art is 
über-stylized, incorporating Kanji-character 
writing and expressions (translated in subtitle 
form) as pictorial elements, while recogniz-
able anime-type drawing is rendered here as 
wildly avant-garde in the manner of digital 
cutout-animation. Presented in a dual-lan-
guage release, rated TV-MA, this is a strong 
optional purchase. (C. Cassady)
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Music Dance
Aerosmith: Rock for the 
Rising Sun HHH
(2011) 105 min. DVD: $14.98, 
Blu-ray: $19.98. Eagle Rock 
Entertainment (avail. from 
most distributors).

Aerosmith’s f irst l ive 
release since 2004’s You 
Gotta Move, this concert was filmed in Japan 
several months after the 2011 earthquake, 
tsunami, and nuclear reactor meltdown 
that devastated the Land of the Rising Sun. 
While other bands cancelled their dates, 
Aerosmith stuck to their itinerary, packing 
the Tokyo Dome for a two-night event. The 
costume changes of guitarist Joe Perry and 
singer Steven Tyler (who was on a break 
from his judging duties on American Idol) 
indicate that director Casey Patrick Tebo 
stitched together footage from both shows. 
The performances are good, if somewhat 
workmanlike, with the Boston band mostly 
sticking to classic tracks they’ve played 
thousands of times before, such as “Draw the 
Line” and “Sweet Emotion.” The approach is 
clearly designed to be energetic and propul-
sive (but occasionally comes across rushed), 
although there are exceptions, including the 
groove-oriented “Last Child” (which benefits 
from the speed), and the rare quasi-ballad, 
such as “Livin’ on the Edge.” During the 
16-song set, drummer Joey Kramer enjoys 
a drum solo after “Toys in the Attic” (and 
Perry serves up plenty of solos). Rock for the 
Rising Sun plays like a concert film, with 
Tebo intercutting behind-the-scenes footage 
between selections in an unobtrusive, if also 
not especially revealing manner. Alternating 
between color and black-and-white, these 
scenes include an interview with two fans 
who traveled from Australia and another 
who has seen the group 150 times. Presented 
in DTS 5.1, Dolby Digital 5.1 and stereo on 
DVD, and DTS-HD 5.1 and LPCM stereo on 
Blu-ray, extras include two bonus tracks. 
Sure to be popular, this is recommended. 
(K. Fennessy)

Beatrice di Tenda HHH
(2010) 161 min. In Italian w/
English subtitles. DVD: $32.99, 
Blu-ray: $42.99. Dynamic (dist. 
by Naxos of America).

Vincenzo Bellini’s pen-
ultimate 1833 opera has 
never achieved the reper-
tory standing of his bet-
ter-known works such as La Sonnambula, 
Norma, and I Puritani, partially because of 
the unremarkable libretto—a roundelay of 
unrequited love during which the titular 
heroine is condemned to death by her 
husband, the Duke of Milan, on grounds 
of infidelity, and then executed, despite the 
recantation of false accusations against her. 
Not surprisingly, the score that Bellini com-
posed for this trite narrative—while melodic 

in generic bel canto style—is not particularly 
inspired. In this decent although not ex-
ceptional 2010 production from the Teatro 
Massimo Bellini in Catania, Sicily, soprano 
Dimitra Theodossiou copes reasonably well 
with the cruel coloratura demands of the 
title role, although her highest notes are 
somewhat squally and she cannot efface 
memories of Joan Sutherland, who made this 
opera one of her signature vehicles. The rest 
of the cast is at least adequate, the staging 
is solid (using visual projection to enhance 
the rather plain sets), and the costumes are 
variable in quality. Under Antonio Pirolli, 
the playing of the company orchestra is 
energetic, if not especially refined. Presented 
in Dolby Digital 5.1 and stereo on DVD, and 
DTS-HD 5.1, Dolby Digital 5.1, and PCM 
stereo on Blu-ray, this is currently the only 
high-def version of Beatrice di Tenda avail-
able. Recommended, overall. (F. Swietek)

Bryan Ferry: Live in Lyon 
HHH
(2011) 99 min. DVD: $14.98, 
Blu-ray: $24.98. Eagle Rock 
Entertainment (avail. from 
most distributors).

My 2002 rev iew of a 
“best of” Musikladen com-
pilation opened with the qualifier, “I confess 
that I have a soft spot in my musical heart 
the size of J Lo’s butt when it comes to lis-
tening to Bryan Ferry, former lead singer of 
proto-glam/avant-garde pop rock pioneers 
Roxy Music.” Juvenile topical reference 
aside, I’m still a big Ferry fan and mostly 
enjoyed this 22-song 2011 concert filmed 
in a Roman amphitheatre in Lyon, France. 
Occasionally playing keyboards himself, 
Ferry is backed by a strong band that in-
cludes pianist Colin Good, guitarists Oliver 
Thompson and Neil Hubbard (the latter 
bearing a striking resemblance to actor Tom 
Courtenay), Jeremy Meehan on bass, Andy 
Newmark on drums, and Jorja Chalmers 
on keyboards and blistering sax. Touring in 
support of his 2010 release Olympia, Ferry 
serves up a solid mix of new tunes (“Al-
phaville,” “Reason or Rhyme”), Roxy Music 
faves (“Avalon,” “Sign of the Times,” “Love 
Is the Drug”), and covers (Bob Dylan’s “All 
Along the Watchtower,” Neil Young’s “Like 
a Hurricane,” John Lennon’s “Jealous Guy”). 
But while the background-projected video 
footage seems unobtrusive, the annoying 
cutaways to female model/dancers were a 
poor substitute for simply watching the dap-
per suit-and-black-tie wearing Ferry in full 
crooner mode. Presented in DTS 5.1, Dolby 
Digital 5.1 and stereo on DVD, and DTS-HD 
5.1 and LPCM stereo on Blu-ray, the sound is 
crisp and clear here, although Ferry’s vocals 
should have been more front and center in 
the surround mix. Extras include a featurette 
on the making of Olympia. Recommended. 
(R. Pitman)

Ciro in Babilonia HHH
(2013) 165 min. In Italian w/
English subtitles. DVD: $29.99, 
Blu-ray: $39.99. Opus Arte 
(dist. by Naxos of America).

Gioachino Rossini was 
a mere 20 years old when 
he composed his fourth 
professional opera—an 1812 piece written 
for the Lenten season—which touches on 
the freeing of the Jews from captivity in 
Babylon, while also showcasing the young 
composer’s mastery of the bel canto style. 
Although the libretto is inspired by the tale 
of Belshazzar’s feast in the Book of Daniel, 
Ciro in Babilonia is essentially a conventional 
story of how one king bests another who is 
holding his loved ones hostage. In this case, 
the mournful husband is Ciro (Cyrus the 
Great) of Persia, whose wife Amira and their 
son are captives of the Babylonian ruler Bal-
dassare (Belshazzar). Baldassare, smitten by 
the steadfast Amira, manages to take Ciro 
prisoner, but before he can be executed, the 
Persian army—with help from a turncoat 
Babylonian general (and the Jewish God)—
takes the city and overthrows the tyrant, to 
general rejoicing. Director Davide Livermore 
has tried to mitigate the opera’s static quality 
by staging this 2012 production—filmed at 
the Rossini Festival in Pesaro—as a Cecil 
B. DeMille-style epic, with the ancient fig-
ures bathed in gray-blue tones while being 
watched by an onstage audience. Although 
we witness too many sequences of a harried 
projectionist running around lugging reels 
of film, the overall concept doesn’t greatly 
detract from the performance, which is 
marked by strong contributions from the 
Orchestra and Chorus of the Teatro Comu-
nale di Bologna under Will Crutchfield, and 
dexterous vocalism from Ewa Podlés (Ciro), 
Jessica Pratt (Amira), and Michael Spyres 
(Baldassare). Presented in DTS 5.1 and Dolby 
Digital stereo on DVD, and DTS-HD 5.1 and 
LPCM stereo on Blu-ray, extras include a cast 
gallery. Recommended. (F. Swietek)

Dance & Quartet: Three 
Ballets by Heinz Spoerli 
HHH
(2012) 94 min. DVD: $29.99, 
Blu-ray: $39.99. Arthaus Musik 
(dist. by Naxos of America).

After a distinguished 
career as a dancer, Heinz Spoerli built an 
equally admired second act as a choreogra-
pher, culminating in his 16-year tenure as 
artistic director of the Zurich Ballet. Spoerli 
retired from his post in June 2012 at the age 
of 72, but as a swan song he completed three 
one-act pieces for the company, which were 
performed at the Salzburg Festival a month 
later, providing a rare oasis of dance amid 
the festival’s myriad operatic, orchestral, and 
instrumental offerings. Each is set to a string 
quartet—the first to Leoš Janácek’s Quartet 
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No. 2 (“Intimate Letters”), the second to An-
tonín Dvorák’s Quartet No. 12 (“American”), 
and the third to Franz Schubert’s Quartet No. 
14 (“Death and the Maiden”). In all three, 
Spoerli’s work is skillful if not terribly inno-
vative, and the 16 troupe members perform 
with animation and elegance. The first two 
selections have a generically folksy quality 
reflective of the accompanying music, while 
the third boasts a stronger narrative element, 
inspired by the composition’s subtitle—as a 
girl is romanced by two suitors, one man her 
age and the other, dressed in somber tones, 
representing death. All three combine exu-
berant ensemble interludes with examples of 
the pas de deux for which Spoerli was known, 
while the Hagen Quartet gives refined read-
ings of the scores. Presented in Dolby Digital 
5.1 and PCM stereo on DVD, and DTS-HD 
5.1 and PCM stereo on Blu-ray, this is recom-
mended. (F. Swietek)

Die Soldaten HHH1/2
(2012) 122 min. In German w/
English subtitles. DVD: $24.99, 
Blu-ray: $34.99. Unitel Classica 
(dist. by Naxos of America).

Although this 2012 Salz- 
burg Festival mounting of 
Die Soldaten is not entirely 
faithful to the performance instructions 
of composer Bernd Zimmermann (1918–
70)—who intended the stark opera to be a 
timeless parable about man’s brutality and 
self-destructiveness—it is still a fine produc-
tion. Zimmermann wrote the work—about a 
naïve woman seduced and then abandoned 
by a noble army officer, only to become the 
barracks whore—as a “pluralist” piece, with 
scenes set in various periods (past, present, 
and future) performed simultaneously on 
different stage levels, culminating (like Dr. 
Strangelove) with a projection of an atomic 
bomb blast. Here, director Alvis Hermanis 
simplifies matters, situating the action fairly 
specifically after World War I (and omitting 
the nuclear explosion), but he also uses the 
huge stage to compartmentalize events into 
temporally parallel episodes. None of this 
would matter if the complicated score—writ-
ten in an advanced 12-tone idiom that makes 
it a natural successor to Berg’s Wozzeck—
weren’t expertly realized. Fortunately, con-
ductor Ingo Metzmacher marshals the 
substantially expanded Vienna Philharmonic 
(170 musicians) and massive vocal forces (50 
soloists) with unerring precision, while Laura 
Aikin, as the unfortunate Marie, and Daniel 
Brenna, as the cruel Desportes, are excellent. 
Many viewers will find Die Soldaten’s libretto 
distasteful and difficult music unpleasant, 
but it is one of the most significant modern 
German operas, and this staging does it 
justice. Presented in DTS 5.0, Dolby Digital 
5.0, and PCM stereo on DVD, and DTS-HD 
5.0 and PCM stereo on Blu-ray, this is highly 
recommended. (F. Swietek)

Dove è Amore è Gelosia 
HHH1/2
(2011) 88 min. In Italian w/
English subtitles. DVD: $29.99, 
Blu-ray: $39.99. Opus Arte 
(dist. by Naxos of America).

Capturing the first mod-
ern revival of a comic opera 
by Giuseppe Scarlatti (1720–1777), nephew of 
the famous keyboard composer Domenico, 
this rare 2011 production tries to replicate the 
conditions of the initial 1768 performance: 
presented on a candlelit stage, with original 
instruments, at the recently renovated theater 
of Ceský Krumlov Castle in southern Bohe-
mia (described as the sole authentic baroque-
era venue of its kind in operation today), and 
employing 18th-century props and effects. 
The castle was also where the work had its 
only previous performance, commissioned 
by the Duke of Krumlov for the wedding 
of his son. A small-scaled domestic comedy 
written for four singers, the plot hinges on 
the jealousy of Count Orazio (Aleš Briscein) 
and the subsequent refusal of his intended, 
Clarice (Lenka Máciková), to marry him until 
he comes to trust her, coupled with the paral-
lel courtship of their two servants, Vespetta 
(Katerina Knežíková) and Patrizio (Jaroslav 
Brezina). A charming if also ephemeral piece, 
the opera—which translates as “where there’s 
love, there’s jealousy”—is nicely performed 
by the Schwarzenberg Court Orchestra under 
Vojech Spurný. Presented in DTS 5.1 (DTS-
HD 5.1 on the Blu-ray edition) and LPCM 
stereo, extras include a behind-the-scenes 
documentary, and a cast gallery. For both 
historical and musical reasons, this is highly 
recommended. (F. Swietek)

Ethiopia Dances for Joy! 
HHH
(2013) 50 min. DVD: $35. 
Dance on Film. PPR. ISBN: 
978-0-9795155-9-0.

Dance instructor Tama-
lyn Dallal’s latest ethno-
graphic program aimed at 
students of dance and culture (see review 
of Zanzibar: Dance, Trance & Devotion in 
VL-1/12) travels to Ethiopia to document na-
tive costumes, customs, and dances. While 
teaching Middle Eastern dance at a circus 
school in the city-state of Addis Ababa, Dallal 
films their routines. Using simple props such 
as balls, hats, and ropes, the students defy 
gravity in solo and double configurations. 
Dallal also visits the Hager Fikir Theatre 
Dance Company, whose dancers perform 
pieces representing nine different regions, 
including the northeastern desert area of Afar, 
home to the world’s highest temperatures 
(the performance here features intimidating 
props such as long knives and automatic 
weapons). The traditional accompanying 
music incorporates flute, drums, and stringed 
instruments such as the lyre-like krar. From 

Addis Ababa, Dallal heads north to Tigrinya, 
a pilgrimage destination, and west to Harar, 
where the elaborate preparations for Easter 
(“Fasika”) are in progress. In the former 
capital city of Gonder, she observes an Am-
haric dance in which participants imitate 
ecstatic chickens with rapid head, neck, and 
chest movements. Most of the people Dallal 
encounters are Christian or Muslim, except 
in Gonder where she stops at the Beta Israel 
village of Wolleka. Ethiopia Dances for Joy! is 
not a conventional documentary, but Dallal 
does provide plenty of context here both 
through voiceover narration and onscreen 
text, making this an engaging cultural travel 
guide. Recommended. (K. Fennessy)

Falstaff HHH
(2012) 131 min. In Italian w/
English subtitles. DVD: $29.99, 
Blu-ray: $39.99. Unitel Classica 
(dist. by Naxos of America).

This 26th and final re-
lease in the Tutto Verdi se-
ries returns to Parma, near 
the composer’s birthplace, although this 
2012 mounting is staged at the Teatro Farnese 
rather than the more often used Teatro Regio, 
making for a more intimate production. In a 
somewhat wistful, almost melancholy inter-
pretation of Verdi’s late-in-life 1893 master-
piece, the comic elements are slightly muted, 
while the sets and costumes are generally 
rather dark. Regardless, from a musical stand-
point the company certainly has the measure 
of this classic work, adapted by Arrigo Boito 
from Shakespeare’s Merry Wives of Windsor 
and Henry IV. Andrea Battistoni conducts 
with a genuine appreciation for the flow of the 
score, eschewing crowd-pleasing set-pieces in 
favor of a more unified approach. Ambrogio 
Maestri, while less boisterous than he was in 
a recent Zurich production (VL-11/12), is in 
superb voice as the old rascal whose attempt 
to romance two wealthy matrons leads to 
his humiliation. Although not quite on the 
level of the rival Zurich or Glyndebourne 
(VL-7/10) versions, this Parma staging boasts 
numerous strengths, overall. Presented in 
DTS 5.1 (DTS-HD 5.1 on the Blu-ray release) 
and PCM stereo, extras include a brief intro to 
the opera. Recommended. (F. Swietek)

Jon Lord: Concerto for 
Group and Orchestra 
HHH
(2012) 175 min. Blu-ray: 
$19.98 (audio CD included). 
Eagle Rock Entertainment 
(avail. from most distributors).

Jon Lord (1941-2012), a co-founder and 
organist for the hard rock band Deep Purple 
who was also trained in classical music, com-
posed Concerto for Group and Orchestra, which 
was initially performed in 1969 by Deep 
Purple and the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra 
under the baton of distinguished composer 
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Malcolm Arnold. Unfortunately, the score 
was later lost—until Dutch composer Marco 
de Goeij painstakingly reconstructed it 
from the LP recording made at the time of 
the premiere. Lord helped refine the result, 
and the concerto reappeared in its full glory 
as part of Deep Purple’s 30th anniversary 
performances in 1999. Presented here in a 
2012 recording, the concerto follows the 
traditional three-movement form (also 
displaying the influence of various standard 
concert-hall pieces) while allowing for riffs 
and turns that are characteristic of rock and 
blues. A substantial, musically serious piece, 
this performance by Lord and handpicked 
soloists—accompanied by the Royal Liver-
pool Philharmonic Orchestra, conducted 
by Paul Mann—must be considered the 
definitive rendition. Presented in DTS-HD 
stereo, Blu-ray extras include a “making-of” 
documentary, interviews with Mann and de 
Goeij, and a rehearsal featurette. Packaged 
with a bonus audio CD, this is sure to ap-
peal to Deep Purple fans, but will also be 
appreciated by a broader classical audience. 
Recommended. (F. Swietek)

La Sonnambula HHH
(2008) 141 min. In Italian 
w/English subtitles. Blu-ray: 
$42.99. Dynamic (dist. by 
Naxos of America).

Even for a 19th-century 
romantic opera, Vincenzo 
Bellini’s 1831 La Sonnam-
bula—hailing from a period when the com-
poser was at the apex of his bel canto pow-
ers—sports a silly libretto, as demonstrated 
in this 2008 performance from Sardinia’s 
Teatro Lirico di Cagliari. After Amina, who 
is betrothed to Elvino, is discovered asleep 
in the room of Count Rodolfo at the local 
inn, her fiancé—encouraged by Lisa, the 
hostel proprietress in love with Elvino—dis-
owns her. Only the revelation that Amina 
is a sleepwalker persuades Elvino and his 
equally suspicious fellow villagers that 
she is innocent of any infidelity. Despite 
the laughable storyline, this mounting is 
visually quite attractive, with colorful sets 
and costumes and tasteful use of rear-stage 
projections. And it boasts real star power 
in the titular role of the sleepwalker, with 
Eglise Gutierrez exhibiting a rock-steady 
soprano and amazing dexterity in the florid 
coloratura. But the other contributions 
are less noteworthy: Antonino Siragusa as 
Elvino lets his voice go distressingly nasal 
in the upper register, conductor Maurizio 
Benini is inclined to allow the rhythms to 
sag for expressive effect, and Hugo De Ana’s 
direction is static. Still, this is a reasonably 
enjoyable performance, especially thanks 
to Gutierrez. Making its Blu-ray debut with 
DTS-HD 5.1, Dolby Digital 5.1, and PCM 
stereo sound options, this is recommended. 
(F. Swietek).

Le Nozze di Figaro 
HHH1/2
(2012) 154 min. In Italian 
w/English subtitles. DVD: 2 
discs, $24.99; Blu-ray: $39.99. 
Opus Arte (dist. by Naxos of 
America).

Mozart has been a main-
stay at England’s Glyndebourne Festival since 
it opened in 1934—in fact, the 1786 master-
piece Le Nozze di Figaro has been performed 
here nearly 500 times. The tradition of excel-
lence is maintained in Michael Grandage’s 
staging for this 2012 production, which 
updates the action to the 1960s. Granted, the 
shift doesn’t exactly fit with a plot centered on 
a nobleman’s reluctant abandonment of the 
droit du seigneur before the marriage of two of 
his servants, and it’s also a bit disconcerting 
to witness the Count and Countess arriving 
at their Spanish estate during the overture 
in a sports car (or spy some characters doing 
what appears to be the Twist during party 
scenes). Regardless, the work’s spirit is undi-
minished here, while the sets and costumes 
are colorful and eye-catching. The cast is 
superb as well—from Vito Priante’s virile 
Figaro, Lydia Teuscher’s charming Susanna, 
Sally Matthews’ melancholy Countess, and 
Audun Iversen’s blustering Count through 
the lesser roles—all singing splendidly and 
proving to be solid actors. One minor weak-
ness is the conducting of the original-instru-
ment Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment 
by the Festival’s new music director, Robin 
Ticciati—the music shows precision and 
crispness but fails to fully elicit the work’s 
sense of fun on the one hand and poignancy 
on the other. But that is simply nitpicking, 
given the high quality, overall. Presented in 
DTS 5.1 (DTS-HD 5.1 on the Blu-ray release) 
and LPCM stereo, extras include behind-the-
scenes featurettes and a cast gallery. Highly 
recommended. (F. Swietek)

Level 42: Live HH
(1992) 89 min. DVD: $19.95. 
Music Video Distributors (avail. 
from most distributors).

Boomers and older Gen 
Xers with a fondness for 
New Wave are the target 
audience for this concert 
featuring British pop band Level 42, recorded 
in March 1992 at London’s Town and Coun-
try Club. The DVD quality is mediocre and 
shot in an unremarkable multi-camera style, 
but the audio is solid on this 16-song set of 
lively tunes played at high energy in a funky 
pop jazz performance. Level 42 was in the 
British New Wave family that also included 
bands such as Spandau Ballet, Simple Minds, 
Duran Duran, Heaven 17, Thompson Twins, 
and other mulleted, poofy-haired, synthy 
dance outfits of the era. Fronted by Mark 
King, whose distinctive slap-bass guitar 
sound and keen lead vocals combine with 

Mike Lindup’s falsetto backup, songs include 
“Something About You,” Level 42’s biggest 
hit in the U.S., as well as “Lessons in Love,” 
which reached number 3 on the U.K. Singles 
Chart. Presented in stereo, Level 42: Live is 
a visually unremarkable concert that is an 
optional purchase, at best. (T. Fry)

Manon Lescaut HH1/2
(1997) 125 min. In Italian 
w/English subtitles. Blu-ray: 
$29.99. Kultur International 
Films (avail. from most 
distributors). ISBN: 978-0-
7697-5032-3.

This solid if unremark-
able 1997 Glyndebourne production pres-
ents Giacomo Puccini’s third opera, which 
never achieved the popularity of his later 
works—in part because the plot is familiar 
from Massenet’s earlier treatment, but also 
because the undistinctive score (completed 
in 1893, three years before La Bohème) sug-
gests a young composer still searching for his 
voice. Adina Nitescu sings well as Manon, a 
Parisian who spontaneously runs off with 
young nobleman Des Grieux, sung here 
with passion and ringing tone by Patrick 
Denniston. When she discovers that Des 
Grieux is poor, however, Manon leaves him 
for the older but wealthy Geronte (veteran 
Paolo Montarsolo, chewing the scenery but 
in fine voice). Returning to Des Grieux after 
he becomes rich from gambling, Manon is 
arrested on charges of stealing from Geronte 
and deported to Louisiana. Although Des 
Grieux follows her to America, she dies in 
his arms as they cross the arid countryside. 
In addition to the generally fine vocalism, 
the strongest element of the performance 
is John Eliot Gardiner’s conducting, which 
features the London Philharmonic in top 
form at tempos that make the music seem 
better than it actually is. Unfortunately, 
while the costumes are colorful, the sets are 
plain, especially during the last act, which is 
mounted on an almost bare stage. Presented 
in a standard 4:3 format with LPCM stereo 
sound, this Blu-ray debut is a strong optional 
purchase. (F. Swietek)

Mike + the Mechanics 
+ Paul Carrack: Live at 
Shepherd’s Bush London 
HH1/2
(2004) 127 min. Blu-
ray: $19.98. Eagle Rock 
Entertainment (avail. from 
most distributors).

As one of the founding members of the 
British progressive rock band Genesis, Mike 
Rutherford had already been a member 
of rock ‘n roll royalty for almost 20 years 
when he formed Mike + the Mechanics as 
a side project in 1985. The band, which 
has gone through various incarnations 
(including a resurrection in 2010), is best 
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known for songs from the late ’80s and 
’90s featuring vocalists Paul Young and 
Paul Carrack, with Rutherford as the guitar 
god anchor on hits such as “All I Need is a 
Miracle,” “Silent Running,” and “A Beggar 
on a Beach of Gold.” After Young died in 
2000, the group re-emerged as Mike + the 
Mechanics + Paul Carrack, releasing the al-
bum Rewired in 2004. This September 2004 
performance from Shepherd’s Bush Empire 
in London serves up a 14-song set, featur-
ing cuts from the new CD and earlier tunes 
(although, oddly, not their best known hit, 
“All I Need is a Miracle”). Altogether this 
is a lively club show put on by seasoned 
pros who are clearly having a great time 
being together after a hiatus. Presented in 
DTS-HD 5.1 and LPCM stereo on Blu-ray, 
extras include seven music videos and an 
interview with Rutherford and Carrack. 
Since Rutherford never hit the big time like 
Genesis band mates Phil Collins and Peter 
Gabriel, this will likely have limited ap-
peal. Still, it should be considered a strong 
optional purchase. (T. Fry)

Pelléas et Mélisande 
HH1/2
(2012) 168 min. In French 
w/English subtitles. DVD: 
$33.99. Naive (dist. by Naxos 
of America).

Claude Debussy’s only 
complete opera is a haunt-
ing, shadowy work, based on a tragedy 
by symbolist writer Maurice Maeterlinck 
and presented here in a 2012 Paris Opera 
revival of Robert Wilson’s highly stylized 
1997 production. Ostensibly, the story re-
volves around a romantic triangle in which 
Golaud weds the mysterious Mélisande, 
whom he discovered in the forest, and 
later kills his half-brother, Pelléas, after 
finding the younger man with Mélisande 
(who eventually dies after giving birth to 
a child). Eschewing conventional arias 
and ensembles in favor of a declamatory 
style halfway between speech and song, 
Wilson takes his cue from the orchestral 
score’s waves and eddies—having the sing-
ers, who often take static poses, move in a 
fashion that suggests they’re underwater. 
Visually, the look is decidedly minimalist: 
most of the costumes are plain frock coats 
or long flowing gowns in muted colors; 
the sets are spare and geometric; and the 
lighting casts a ghostly blue-gray hue. 
Philippe Jordan’s conducting is solid, and 
the cast—Stéphane Degout (Pelléas), Elena 
Tsallagova (Mélisande), and Vincent Le 
Texier (Golaud), along with Anne Sofie von 
Otter as Geneviève, the mother of Pelléas 
and Golaud—appear to be totally in tune 
with Debussy’s long, arching lines. Unfor-
tunately, the ethereal visuals are offset here 
by a disappointing Dolby Digital mono 
soundtrack. Optional. (F. Swietek)

Peter Gabriel: Live in 
Athens 1987 HHH1/2
(1987) 2 discs. 117 min. DVD: 
$19.98, Blu-ray: $24.98. Eagle 
Rock Entertainment (avail. from 
most distributors).

You could say that MTV 
played a major role in the 
rise of ex-Genesis frontman turned solo rock/
pop star Peter Gabriel during the 1980s, but 
the reverse is also true: Gabriel’s innovative 
music videos (for “Sledgehammer” and “Big 
Time,” among others) consistently raised the 
artistic bar at MTV, resulting in better music 
videos. Filmed live in Athens (Greece, not 
Georgia), this 16-song set captures Gabriel 
touring in support of his 1986 mega-hit stu-
dio album So. From the second that Gabriel 
hits the stage with his backing band—all 
performing a spotlighted quasi-Temptations 
routine while singing a mostly a capella 
rendition of “This Is the Picture (Excellent 
Birds)”—we see the best and worst of the Me 
Decade: namely, top-notch choreographed 
entertainment at the absolute expense of a 
single moment of spontaneity (even the body 
surfing stunt—during “Lay Your Hands on 
Me,” naturally—with Gabriel in Christ-like-
arms-outstretched mode is just part of the 
script). Fortunately, the music—served up 
by a stellar band that includes Tony Levin on 
bass, David Rhodes on guitar, David Sancious 
on keyboards, and Manu Katché on drums—
is worth the drama, as Gabriel memorably 
performs half of So (including “Don’t Give 
Up” and “In Your Eyes”), along with earlier 
favorites such as “Shock the Monkey,” “San 
Jacinto,” “Solsbury Hill,” and the epic “Biko.” 
Presented in DTS 5.1, Dolby Digital 5.1 and 
stereo on DVD, and DTS-HD 5.1 and LPCM 
stereo on Blu-ray, extras include Senegalese 
musician Youssou N’Dour’s complete open-
ing act, an archival interview with Gabriel, 
and the bonus disc Peter Gabriel: Play—The 
Videos (VL-3/05), which compiles 23 music 
videos. Highly recommended. (R. Pitman)

Ritchie Blackmore’s 
Rainbow: Black 
Masquerade HH
(1995) 103 min. DVD: $14.98. 
Eagle Rock Entertainment 
(avail. from most distributors).

Shot in 1995 for German 
television, Ritchie Blackmore’s 
Rainbow: Black Masquerade will largely please 
guitar ace Blackmore’s fans, as the former 
Deep Purple axe legend heads up a reformed 
version of his band Rainbow, playing an 
18-song set that draws from Blackmore’s 
heavy-metal and progressive rock past. 
Anyone not interested in those genres or in 
Blackmore’s way with intricate noodling on 
his instrument will find little to excite them 
here, but aficionados will likely delight in the 
anthemic “Too Late for Tears,” the undistin-

guished crowd favorite “Long Live Rock ‘N’ 
Roll,” the monotonous and pompous “Wolf 
to the Moon,” and the slightly more shapely 
“Temple of the King.” “Still I’m Sad” offers 
an actual guitar hook instead of aimless riff-
ing, while the Deep Purple classic “Smoke 
on the Water” reminds us that there was 
once melody and form to Blackmore’s mu-
sic. And the performance of the traditional 
classic “Greensleeves”—with altered lyrics 
celebrating the sloshy joys of alcohol—is 
an eye-roller. Presented in DTS 5.1, Dolby 
Digital 5.1 and stereo, this is optional, at 
best. (T. Keogh)

Robert le Diable 
HHH1/2
(2012) 211 min. In French 
w/English subtitles. DVD: 2 
discs, $29.99; Blu-ray: $39.99. 
Opus Arte (dist. by Naxos of 
America).

Giacomo Meyerbeer was 
a major composer of 19th-century French 
Grand Opera whose productions featured 
massive sets, spectacular effects, and elabo-
rate ballets. But tastes changed and his operas 
fell out of the repertory, which is why this 
2012 Covent Garden mounting of his first 
Parisian triumph is most welcome. Hailing 
from 1831, Robert le Diable is a Faust-like fable 
about Duke Robert of Normandy, son of a 
mortal woman and a devil now disguised as 
the manipulative Bertram in a bid to secure 
Robert’s soul. Bertram sabotages his son’s 
efforts to win the hand of Princess Isabelle, 
inducing Robert to seek diabolical powers 
instead. But happily, Robert’s foster-sister, 
Alice, persuades him to denounce the devil, 
who returns to hell. This parable is presented 
in tableaux with huge choruses, extravagant 
arias, and one particularly bizarre dance 
sequence in which a group of nuns arise 
from their tombs to seduce Robert to the 
dark side. That infamous scene is presented 
imaginatively here, but conductor Daniel 
Oren makes cuts elsewhere, while Laurent 
Pelly’s staging substitutes garishness for gran-
deur. Still, tenor Bryan Hymel (Robert) and 
bass John Relyea (Bertram) cope reasonably 
well with the score’s extreme demands, as do 
Patrizia Ciofi (Isabelle) and Marina Poplav- 
skaya (Alice). Presented in DTS 5.1 (DTS-HD 
5.1 on the Blu-ray release) and LPCM stereo, 
extras include a behind-the-scenes featurette 
and a cast gallery. Highly recommended.  
(F. Swietek)

Santana & McLaughlin: Live at Montreux 
2011—Invitation to Illumination HHH
(2011) 136 min. DVD: $14.98, Blu-ray: $19.98. 
Eagle Rock Entertainment (avail. from most 
distributors).

Four decades after they released Love 
Devotion Surrender (1973), guitarists Carlos 
Santana and John MacLauglin joined forces 
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at the 2011 Montreux Jazz 
Festival for a fusion-filled 
set, backed by a band that 
features guitar (Tommy An-
thony), bass (Benny Rietveld 
and Etienne M’Bappé), key-
boards (David K. Matthews), 
percussion (Raul Rekow), 
and drums (Dennis Chambers and Cindy 
Blackman Santana, Carlos’s wife). After an 
introduction from fest founder Claude Nobs, 
the white-clad players launch into McLaugh-
lin’s “The Life Divine,” with chant-like vocals 
from John and backup singer Andy Vargas 
(Nobs returns to play harmonica during the 
encore). The chanting brings Pharoah Sand-
ers to mind, so it seems entirely fitting when 
they later cover Sanders’s “The Creator Has a 
Master Plan” with vocals from Tony Lindsay. 
The band also performs a familiar number, 
although it doesn’t reveal itself right away: a 
stately jazz take on Led Zeppelin’s “Stairway 
to Heaven,” which is part of a five-song 
medley. Other selections in the 16-song set 
include Elvin Jones’s “Downstairs” and Tony 
Williams’s “Vuelta Abajo,” which provides 
a showcase for Matthews and Blackman 
Santana. Towards the end of the concert, the 
band slows things down for some flamenco-
flavored acoustic selections, before picking up 
the pace again for rousing renditions of Miles 
Davis’s “Black Satin” and John Coltrane’s “A 
Love Supreme.” Presented in DTS 5.1, Dolby 
Digital 5.1 and stereo on DVD, and DTS-HD 
5.1 and LPCM stereo on Blu-ray, this is recom-
mended. (K. Fennessy)

The Show Goes On: Neil 
Sedaka Live at the Royal 
Albert Hall HHH
(2006) 145 min. Blu-
ray: $19.98. Eagle Rock 
Entertainment (avail. from 
most distributors).

At age 67 here, Neil Sedaka appears almost 
as boyish as when he was adding to the Amer-
ican popular music songbook as a songwriter 
and performer in the late 1950s. This London 
concert from April 2006 captures the smil-
ing showman alone with a grand piano on 
which he accompanies himself, sometimes 
switching to autoplay so he can strut the 
stage in a dazzling crimson shirt and jacket. 
Those who grew up with his pop ditties will 
swoon to the purity of his strong, true voice 
and engaging style, as Sedaka serves up an 
evening of entertainment featuring 28 songs, 
including chart-toppers such as “Oh Carol,” 
“Calendar Girl,” “Where the Boys Are,” and 
“Laughter in the Rain.” In the middle of the 
show Sedaka is surprised when a representa-
tive from the Guinness organization presents 
him with a world record for composing “Is 
This the Way to Amarillo,” which was then 
the most successful U.K. single of the 21st 
century (although written in the ‘70s, the 
song became an enormous hit in Britain 

when it was resurrected in 2002). Presented in 
DTS-HD 5.1 and LPCM stereo, extras include 
an interview with Sedaka. Offering an enjoy-
able stroll down memory lane for those of a 
certain age and taste, this is recommended. 
(T. Fry)

The Soldier’s Tale HH1/2
(1964) 49 min. DVD: $24.99. 
Kultur International Films 
(avail. from most distributors). 
ISBN: 978-0-7697-5034-7.

Michael Birkett’s 1964 
film offers a complete ren-
dition of a very peculiar 
work—a combination of 
narration, melodrama, and ballet, accom-
panied by what amounts to incidental 
music by Igor Stravinsky that displays the 
influence of folk tunes and American jazz, 
performed by an instrumental septet. The 
plot is based on a Russian fairy tale about 
a soldier who trades his violin to the devil 
in return for a book containing the secret 
of earthly success, only to learn that wealth 
and power do not necessarily bring happi-
ness. He retrieves his fiddle by deliberately 
losing all of his money to the devil at cards, 
and uses the instrument to revive a beautiful 
princess and exhaust the Prince of Darkness 
by playing music. But the young man is un-
able to successfully recapture his former life. 
Stravinsky’s cheeky score, which is often 
divorced from the narrative and played as an 
instrumental suite, is nicely presented here 
by the Melos Ensemble, but the audiovisual 
qualities are subpar, while the text—trans-
lated from the original French into doggerel 
English—is spoken in irritating sing-song 
fashion. Brian Phelan is adequate as the 
soldier, but Robert Helpmann, erstwhile star 
of the Royal Ballet who dances as the devil 
here in eight different guises, is gruesomely 
over-the-top throughout. Still, this mount-
ing provides an uncommon opportunity 
to experience this inventive 1918 work by 
a major composer in its full form, not to 
mention a rare chance to see Svetlana Berio-
sova—longtime prima ballerina of the Royal 
Ballet—who dances the princess. A strong 
optional purchase. (F. Swietek)

Solomon Burke: Live at 
Montreux 2006 HHH
(2006) 116 min. DVD: $14.98. 
Eagle Rock Entertainment 
(avail. from most distributors).

Towards the end of his 
life, Philadelphia-born soul 
singer Solomon Burke per-
formed exclusively while seated, but even 
though his mobility was limited, the big man 
remained in fine voice. And he continued to 
dance in his own way by rolling his shoul-
ders and tapping his feet. At this Montreux 
Jazz Festival show, four years before his 
death, Burke presides over an 11-piece band 

(Montreux founder Claude Nobs also contrib-
utes harmonica to “Johnny B. Goode”) from 
a throne-like seat while clad in a glittery suit 
and silk tie that make him look like a cross 
between a king and a pimp. From the start, 
Burke stage directs: sending the horn players 
into the crowd and inviting audience mem-
bers on stage to dance. Periodically, backup 
singer Candy Burke (his daughter) wipes the 
sweat from Burke’s brow (she and Kiana Reese 
also hand roses out to the ladies in the house). 
Burke’s 20-song combination of singles and 
medleys largely consists of covers, but he 
makes each one his own, including Otis 
Redding’s “(Sittin’ on) The Dock of the Bay” 
and Ray Charles’s “Georgia on My Mind,” 
which features a saxophone solo from Carle 
Vickers. Other notable selections include “We 
Live So Close to One Another,” “Don’t Give 
Up on Me,” and “Cry to Me” (which appeared 
in Dirty Dancing). Presented in DTS 5.1, Dolby 
Digital 5.1 and stereo, this is recommended. 
(K. Fennessy)

Un Ballo in Maschera 
HHH1/2
(2011) 138 min. In Italian 
w/English subtitles. DVD: 2 
discs, $39.99; Blu-ray: $39.99. 
C Major (dist. by Naxos of 
America).

Although some recent 
productions of Verdi’s 1859 
opera have situated the action in the original 
setting of the Swedish royal court, this 2011 
staging from the Teatro Regio di Parma fol-
lows the change required by 19th-century 
censors, placing the story in colonial Mas-
sachusetts. The libretto finds the British 
governor Earl Riccardo being assassinated at 
the titular masked ball in a conspiracy that 
includes his secretary, Renato, who is driven 
to the act by what he believes to be his wife 
Amelia’s infidelity with Riccardo (a fortune 
teller is also involved). One of the most 
popular of the composer’s works, Un Ballo in 
Maschera is already available in numerous ver-
sions, many with starry casts (see VL-3/07 and 
VL-7/10). But this Parma performance—the 
21st release in the Tutto Verdi series—shines 
even in the face of formidable competition. 
Gianluigi Gelmetti conducts vividly but with 
a sensitivity to the score’s subtle nuances, and 
the singing is superb, with Francesco Meli 
in especially fine form as Riccardo, his tenor 
ringing out gloriously. Vladimir Stoyanov 
(Renato) and Kristin Lewis (Amelia) are also 
excellent, although the latter is a bit pallid 
dramatically. And while a few of the second-
ary singers, including a wobbly Elisabetta Fio-
rillo as the fortune teller, are disappointing, 
the company chorus sings with gusto. Featur-
ing sumptuous traditional sets and costumes, 
this is presented in DTS-5.1 (DTS-HD 5.1 on 
the Blu-ray release) and PCM stereo. Extras 
include a brief introduction to the opera. 
Highly recommended. (F. Swietek)
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Using the Index

Video Librarian 2013 Index

Video Librarian’s Index is arranged by both 
title and subject, and covers all of the titles  
reviewed in Volume 28, Issues 1-6 (calendar 
year 2013). Each entry in the index includes 
title, star rating, issue number, and page 
number. Titles which were deemed to be 
Editor’s Choice titles are highlighted in bold. 
For example, the entry Into the Cold (4), 2-3 
is interpreted thus: the bold listing signifi es 
an Editor’s Choice title which received four 
stars (4), and was reviewed in Vol. 28, No. 2 
on page 3 (2-3). A graphic example is shown 
below. 

Sample
Entry:

Into the Cold (4),    2-3

Bold=Editor’s Choice

(4)=Star rating
4= Excellent,
3= Good,
2= Fair,
1= Poor

(2-3)=
 Issue No.
2, page 3

T A B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S

Subject Index     86
Children’s 86
Library Science 86
Psychology & Self-Help 86
Religion & Philosophy  86
Social & Political Issues 86
Teen Issues 86
Education 87
Law & Crime 87  
Language Arts 87
Nature, Math & Science 87
Health & Fitness 87
Childbirth & Parenting  87  
Relationships & Sexuality             87
Holidays & Celebrations    87

Food & Spirits 87
Beauty & Fashion 87
Business & Economics 87
Computers & Technology 87 
Sports, Games & Recreation 88
Crafts, Arts & Hobbies 88
The Arts 88
History & Current Events 88
Travel & Geography 88
Biography 88
Japanese Anime  89
Music/Dance  89
Video Movies 89
Classic Films/ TV    91

Title Index  92    92

“AN INDIE MASTERPIECE.”
—Roger Ebert

“POWERFUL.”
—Variety

“MESMERIC.”
—Time Out New York

“MIRACULOUS.”
—Filmmaker Magazine

“TIMELESS.”
—New York Times

“INCISIVE.” 
—Village Voice

“REMARKABLE.”
—Los Angeles Times

“HEART-WRENCHING.”
—Chicago Reader

“CINEMA AT ITS FINEST.”
—Hollywood Reporter

“GAME-CHANGING.”
—Bay Area Reporter

“GORGEOUS.”
—Dallas Voice

“STUNNING.”
—Asia Pacific Arts 

“REQUIRED VIEWING.”
—AfterElton

“A TRUE TOUR-DE-FORCE.”
—Hyphen Magazine

“A WONDER TO BEHOLD.”
—The Stranger

Not available on digital platforms
AVAILABLE NOW 

FROM MIDWEST TAPE 
DVD (2-disc set)   S.R.P.: $29.95

Cat. #: ITFDV001  UPC: 8-23857-16892-7  
BLU-RAY   S.R.P.: $39.95

Cat. #: ITFBR001  UPC: 8-23857-16902-3  

96%  
Young Artist Award

Best Supporting Actor

SPECIAL FEATURES   
Video Essays: Simple Expressions of Absolute 
Values by Kevin B. Lee, The Mirror to Nature by 
H.P. Mendoza, A Tour of the Cutting Room Floor 
and Sculpting a Scene by Patrick Wang | Behind 
the Scenes video | Optional 5.1 feature audio 
| English SDH | Theatrical Trailer | Booklet 
Essays: A Place at the Table by Godfrey Cheshire, 
Joining the Family by Michael Guillén, The Waiting 
Room by Dave Boyle, Bringing It on Home by 
Brian Hu

www.inthefamilythemovie.com

In a heartfelt story woven around child custody, 
two-Dad families, loss, interracial relations, the 
American South, and the human side of the law, 
the nature of what it means to be in a family is 
explored with ambitious and rewarding nuance.

CRITICS’ 
PICK

New York Times
Time Out Chicago

New York Magazine
Chicago Reader

Flavorpill
Time Out New York

NOW Magazine

ONE OF THE TOP TEN FILMS OF THE YEAR
Indiewire, Time Out Chicago, San Jose Mercury News, 

Bay Area Reporter, Chicago Reader, 
Miami Sun Post, Dallas Voice, 
San Francisco Bay Guardian, 

Double Exposure, Fandor
and more!

USA, 2011, 169 minutes, Color,  Aspect Ratio: 1.78:1, In English.

Filmmaker Magazine
25 New Faces of Indie Film

Independent Spirit Award 
Best First Film Nominee

Hammer to Nail
Golden Hammer Award

Emerging Filmmaker Award
San Francisco, San Diego, Spokane

2011/2012 National 
Theatrical Release in 
the Top 50 markets

Our deepest thanks 
to the many librarians who 
have welcomed In the Family 
into their collections. You 
have taught me what a vital 
force libraries can be for 
American independent film.”
Patrick Wang, director

“
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Doctors of the Dark Side (3.5), 3-48
Doomsday Preppers: Season 1 (3), 2-50
Dying Green (3), 4-46
Elder Project, The (3), 3-47
Endgame: AIDS in Black America (3), 1-54
Facebook Follies (3), 3-47
Flat, The (3), 3-47
Follow the Leader (2.5), 2-51
Future is Now! (3.5), 2-51
G-Dog (3), 4-47
Girl & a Gun, A (3.5), 5-56
Girl Like Her, A (3.5), 5-56
Greenwich Village: Music That Defined a 
Generation (3), 5-56
Grrrl Love and Revolution: Riot Grrrl NYC (2.5), 
2-51
Half the Sky (3), 2-51
Harvest of Empire: Untold Story of Latinos in 
America (3), 3-48
Herman’s House (3.5), 5-58
Hole Story, The (3), 4-47
How Racism Harms White Americans (2.5), 6-60
Inocente (4), 2-51
Inside Obama’s Presidency (3), 4-48
La Source (3), 5-58
Law in These Parts, The (3.5), 3-48
Living Downstream (3.5), 6-61
LOGIN 2 LIFE (3), 4-48
Lost Angels: Skid Row is My Home (3.5), 5-58
Love Hate Love (3), 6-60
Meet the Frackers (3), 5-58
More Than a Month (3), 3-48
Mr. Cao Goes to Washington (3.5), 2-52
New Green Giants, The (3), 6-61
No Way Out But One (3), 3-49
Not a Feather, But a Dot (3), 1-55
Nothing Like Chocolate (3), 5-58
One Day on Earth (3.5), 4-46
Our Fires Still Burn: The Native American 
Experience (2.5), 6-61
People of a Feather (3.5), 3-48
Poor Kids (3.5), 3-50
Poverty in America: Nouveau Poor—Immigrant 
Poverty (3), 3-49
Price of Gold, The (3.5), 6-61
Priceless (3.5), 1-55
Promise and Unrest (3), 6-62
Radio Unnameable (3), 4-48
Rehearsal for a Sicilian Tragedy (3), 2-52
Restoring the Light (3), 6-62
Revisionaries, The (3), 3-50
River of Victory (3), 4-49
Saving Face (3.5), 4-48
Somewhere Between (3), 2-52
Sourlands (3), 6-62
Sousa on the Rez: Marching to the Beat of a 
Different Drum (3), 3-50
Starsuckers (3), 4-49
Substance: Albert Hofmann’s LSD (3), 6-62
Suicide Plan, The (3.5), 3-50
Terra Blight (3), 4-49
Trashed (4), 6-62
Ultimate Wish: Ending the Nuclear Age (3), 3-51
Up Heartbreak Hill (3.5), 1-56
Videomappings: Aida, Palestine (3), 5-59
Vigilante Vigilante: The Battle for Expression (3), 
3-51
Vivan las Antipodas (2.5), 5-59
Walled In: The Politics of Building Barriers (3), 3-51
War on Whistleblowers (3.5), 5-59
We Are Legion: The Story of the Hacktivists (3), 
1-56
We Are Not Ghosts (3.5), 2-53
Where Heaven Meets Hell (3), 6-62
Whisper to a Roar, A (3.5), 4-49
YERT: Your Environmental Road Trip (3.5), 2-52
You’ve Been Trumped (3), 3-51

Before You Hook Up (3.5), 2-53
Digital Smarts: Behaving Ethically Online (3.5), 
4-49
Emerging Drugs of Abuse (3), 1-57
Frenemies: Unhealthy Relationships (3.5), 6-63

Big Picture: Rethinking Dyslexia (3), 3-46
Brainwave (2.5), 6-56
Care Farms of the Netherlands (3), 2-47
Children and Grief (3.5), 5-54
Delete: The Art of Forgetting (3), 1-50
Dream Share Project, The (2.5), 5-54
Face 2 Face (2.5), 4-44
Grief & Loss: A Child’s Perspective (3), 1-52
Grieving the Sudden Death of a Loved One (3), 2-47
In Search of Memory (3.5), 3-46
Love, Hate & Everything in Between (3), 4-45
Of Two Minds (3), 5-54
Racing Thoughts (Ca Tourne Dans Ma Tete) (3), 
2-48

African Christianity Rising (3), 4-45
Augustine: A Voice for All Generations (3.5), 6-56
Blessing Europe: The Legacy of the Celtic Saints 
(3.5), 3-46
Captivated: Finding Freedom in a Media Captive 
Culture (3), 2-48
Divorcing God: Secularism and the Republic (1.5), 
5-54
Exorcist in the 21st Century, The (3), 4-45
Faultless: The American Orphan (3), 6-56
Incarnation: Keeping God in the Flesh (3), 2-48
Introducing the Transcendentalists (2.5), 5-55
John Wesley: The Man and His Mission (3), 6-56
Legacy of Peace (2), 1-52
Letters to an Unknown Daughter (3), 1-52
Light in Her Eyes, The (3), 2-48
Maria Prean: Life Gets Better and Better (3.5), 4-45
Minarets in Temecula (2.5), 1-52
Must the Sun Set on the West? (2.5), 1-52
One and the Many, The (3), 6-57
Our Fascinating Universe (2.5), 5-55
Re-Emerging: The Jews of Nigeria (3.5), 2-48
Rescued (3), 1-53
Sacrament of Baptism, The (3), 4-46
Samuel Morris: The African Missionary to North 
America (3), 3-46
Scientology (3.5), 5-55
Waging Peace: Muslim and Christian Alternatives 
(3), 4-46
What God Hath Wrought (3.5), 2-49
When the Iron Bird Flies (3), 5-55
Woman Named Mary (2.5), 5-56

10th Parallel (3), 6-57
2016: Obama’s America (1.5), 1-53
African Election, An (3), 1-53
After Kony: Staging Hope (3), 2-49
After Newtown: Guns in America (3), 6-58
Agrofuels: Starving People, Feeding Greed (2.5), 
6-58
Alaska Gold (3), 1-54
As Goes Janesville (3), 3-46
Atomic States of America, The (3), 2-50
Bidder 70 (3.5), 5-56
Black Africa White Marble (3.5), 6-58
Black Kungfu Experience, The (3), 6-58
Blood Brother (3), 6-59
Booker’s Place: A Mississippi Story (3), 1-54
Boy Game, The (3), 2-50
Call Me Kuchu (3.5), 6-58
Cape Spin! An American Power Struggle (3.5), 2-50
Carbon for Water (2.5), 6-60
Chasing Ice (3.5), 6-60
Code of the West (3), 1-54
Connected (3), 3-47
Constitution USA (3.5), 6-60
Data Mining (2.5), 4-46
Detropia (3.5), 2-50

55 Socks (4), 3-42
Amazing World of Gumball (3.5), 2-42
Amazing World of Gumball: The Party (3), 6-51
And Then It’s Spring (2.5), 5-50
Angry Beavers: The Complete Series (3), 6-51
Anna, Emma and the Condors (3.5), 3-44
Aquabats! Super Show! Season One! (3.5), 4-42
Barbie in the Pink Shoes (2.5), 3-42
Barbie Mariposa & the Fairy Princess (2.5), 6-51
Basketball Game, The (3), 4-42
Beetlejuice: The Complete Series (3), 4-42
Best of I Love Toy Trains Parts 1-6 (3), 6-51
Big Mouth (3), 5-50
Chowder (3), 2-42
Critter Sitter & Lulu’s Magic Wand (3), 2-42
Curious George Swings Into Spring (3), 3-42
Dragons: Riders of Berk, Part 1 (3), 6-51
Drawing with Mark (3), 5-50
Duck Dodgers: Dark Side of the Duck, Season One 
(2.5), 3-42
Edwina: The Dinosaur Who Didn’t Know She Was 
Extinct (3.5), 1-49
Elmo’s World: All Day with Elmo (3), 3-42
Families of Italy (3), 2-42
Fat Albert and the Cosby Kids (4), 5-52
Goodnight, Goodnight, Construction Site (3.5), 
2-43
Hi! Fly Guy (3), 2-42
High Fructose Adventures of Annoying Orange 
Escape from the Kitchen (2), 3-43
I’m Fast! (3), 4-42
Kali the Little Vampire (3), 3-43
Kung Fu Panda: Legends of Awesomeness (3), 5-50
LeapFrog—Scout & Friends (3.5), 2-47
Legend of Korra—Book One: Air (3.5), 5-50
LEGO Batman: The Movie (2.5), 5-52
LEGO Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Out (3), 4-42
Littlest Pet Shop: Petacular Escapades (3), 6-52
LMNO Peas (3), 6-52
Lots & Lots of Monster Trucks, Vol. 2 (3.5), 3-43
Madly Madagascar (2), 3-44
Marsh Mud Madness (3), 5-52
Meet the Small Potatoes (2.5), 5-52
Monster High Double Feature: Friday Night Frights/
Why Do Ghouls Fall in Love? (2.5), 3-44
Monster High: Ghouls Rule (3), 1-49
My Garden (3.5), 5-53
My Little Pony: Equestria Girls (3), 6-54
Nelson Mandela (3.5), 6-52
Out on the Prairie & Deep in the Swamp (3), 3-45
Phineas and Ferb: Animal Agents (3), 3-45
Pixar Short Films Collection: Volume 2 (3), 1-50
Pound Puppies—Mission: Adoption (3), 4-43
Pound Puppies—Super Secret Pup Club (3), 1-49
Power Rangers Super Samurai: Complete Season 
(2.5), 2-43
Puffer Learns About Ceramics (3), 6-56
Red Hen, The (3), 1-49
Roar of the Rails (3.5), 5-53
Saige Paints the Sky (2), 5-54
Scaredy Squirrel Makes a Friend (3.5), 4-42
Sesame Street: C Is for Cooking (3), 6-54
Sesame Street: Elmo the Musical (3.5), 4-43
Sesame Street: Old School 1979-1984, Volume 3 
(3), 1-49
Sesame Street: Preschool is Cool—Making Friends 
(3), 2-47
Show Way (3), 3-45
Sky Color (3.5), 3-45
StarShine Workshop (3.5), 2-47
Steps4Kids to Draw (3), 1-50
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles: Rise of the Turtles 
(2.5), 3-45
Tractor Mac Show, The (3.5), 4-44
VeggieTales: MacLarry & The Stinky Cheese Battle 
(3), 4-44
Wind Flyers (3.5), 3-45
Winx Club: Magical Adventure (2.5), 6-56

Teamwork Goes Undercover (3), 4-44
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American Courtesans (3), 5-66
Chely Wright: Wish Me Away (3), 1-62
Guilty Pleasures (3.5), 1-62
How to Lose Your Virginity (3), 6-66
It Was Rape (3), 4-54
Love Free or Die (3.5), 3-56
Meet the Fokkens (3), 4-54
Mississippi: I Am (3.5), 4-54
Out in the Open (3), 3-55
Satan’s Angel: Queen of the Fire Tassels (3), 3-56
Transgender Tuesdays: A Clinic in the Tenderloin 
(3), 3-56
What Do You Know? Six to Twelve Year Olds Talk 
about Gays and Lesbians (3), 3-56
Whores’ Glory (3.5), 2-60

Caillou: Let’s Go Sledding (3), 6-55
Dare to Cook—Thanksgiving (3.5), 6-66
It’s a SpongeBob Christmas! (3), 6-55
Lidia Celebrates America (3.5), 6-67
Snowman and the Snowdog, The (4), 6-55
Thomas & Friends: Santa’s Little Engine (3), 6-55

Boom Varietal: The Rise of Argentine Malbec (3), 
5-66
Business Advice for Organic Farmers (3), 1-62
Can I Eat That? (3.5), 3-56
Fruit Hunters, The (3.5), 5-67
Holistic Orcharding with Michael Phillips (3.5), 
4-55
Perennial Vegetable Gardening with Eric 
Toensmeier (3.5), 3-57
Raw and the Cooked, The (3.5), 1-62
Somm (3.5), 6-67
Soul Food Junkies (3), 4-55
Step Up to the Plate (4), 6-67
Three Stars (3.5), 2-60
Wine, Women & Friends (3), 5-66

Design Your Own Wardrobe (3), 6-68
Do You Have What It Takes? (3), 2-60
In Vogue: The Editor’s Eye (3), 6-68

401(k) Magic (3), 6-68
Credit DVD, 3rd Edition (3.5), 3-57
Death by China (3.5), 5-68
Disabilities at Work (3.5), 1-63
Forgotten Space, The (3), 4-55
Retirement Gamble, The (3.5), 6-68
Shift Change (3), 4-56
Starting an Online Business (3), 1-63
To Catch a Dollar (4), 2-61
We’re Not Broke (3), 2-61
What Killed Kevin? Defining Workplace Bullying 
(3), 4-56

Ancient Computer (3), 5-67
Creating Mobile Apps (3), 6-68
Typewriter in the 21st Century, The (3), 5-68

To the Arctic (3.5), 3-54
Whale, The (3.5), 2-56
What Plants Talk About (3), 5-66
Wings of Life (3), 4-52
Worm Hunters, The (3), 2-56

10 Minute Solution: Tighten & Tone Pilates (3), 
2-58
54321 + 8: Countdown to Your Health (3.5), 1-59
ADD & Loving It?! (3.5), 1-59
Advanced Vinyasa Flow Yoga: Strength and Balance 
(3.5), 3-54
Aligned and Well: When You Hurt All Over (3.5), 
1-60
Arthritis Rx (3), 6-65
Bedroom Body (3), 4-52
Branding Illness (3), 1-60
Breath of the Gods (3.5), 4-52
Create a Great Plate: MyPlate Dietary Guidelines 
(3), 4-52
Dance Off the Inches: Latin Cardio Party (3), 2-58
Dr. Lisa: Yoga Blast (3), 2-58
Element: Intro to Yoga (3), 2-58
Emergency Preparedness: Awareness & Survival 
(3.5), 1-60
Escape Fire (3.5), 2-57
First Response: Complete Guide to Breathing 
Emergencies, Medical Emergencies and Poisons 
(3.5), 3-54
Food Allergies (3), 1-60
Functional Fitness: Pain Free Back & Neck (3), 1-60
Gentle Yoga for Every Body (3), 2-58
Hip Hop Walk (3), 2-59
Hot Flash Havoc (3), 1-61
Hungry for Change (3), 1-60
Just Around the Corner (3), 1-61
Kenya Moore: Booty Boot Camp (2.5), 4-53
Leslie Sansone—Just Walk: Belly Blasting Walk (3), 
4-53
Lifelong Physical Activity (3), 4-53
LuLu Sessions, The (3.5), 6-64
Mayo Clinic Diet, The (3), 4-53
Meschino Weight Loss Program, The (3.5), 3-55
Nurses: If Florence Could See Us Now (3), 4-53
Nutrition Labels: Reading Between the Lines (3), 
5-62
Out on a Limb (3.5), 2-57
Pass (on) the Salt: Shaking the Habit (3), 2-57
Programmed to Be Fat? (3.5), 2-57
Rodney Yee’s Yoga for Energy & Stress Relief (3.5), 
5-62
Shaman, Healer, Sage (3), 3-54
Still Around: 30 Years of AIDS, 15 Stories of Hope 
(3), 4-54
Stronger Seniors Workout Program (3), 2-59
Sun Kissed (3), 6-65
Ultimate Kettlebell Workouts for Beginners 
(3), 2-59
Unseen Enemies: Man & Disease (3), 6-65
Waiting Room, The (3.5), 5-62
Yoga Journal: Desk Yoga Essentials (3.5), 1-61
Yogawoman (3), 3-55

Birth Story: Ina May Gaskin and the Farm 
Midwives (3), 6-65
Lost in Living (3.5), 6-66
Prenatal & Early Childhood Nutrition (3), 2-60
Split: A Film for Kids of Divorce (and Their Parents) 
(3.5), 6-66

(A)Sexual: A Minority No Longer Silent (3), 2-60

Gay, Straight & Accepted (3), 4-50
My Changing Life: Changes with Money & Finance 
(3), 5-59
My Digital Life (3), 3-51
Teens in Action, Video 1: To Survive and Thrive 
(2.5), 3-52

180 Days: A Year Inside an American High School 
(3.5), 5-60
Dropout Nation (3.5), 3-52
Education of Michelle Rhee, The (3), 4-50
Education Under Arrest (3), 5-59
Peace Through Education (3.5), 4-50
Private Tutor (3.5), 5-60
Room to Breathe (3), 4-50
World Peace and Other Fourth-Grade Achievements 
(3), 2-54

Celebrity Trials in the Media (2.5), 2-54
Crimes Against the Environment (3), 2-54
Definitive Guide to the Mob (3.5), 6-63
Due Process (3), 2-54
Give Up Tomorrow (3.5), 1-57
Invoking Justice (3.5), 3-52
Khmer Rouge: A Simple Matter of Justice (3), 5-60
Manhunt: Boston Bombers (3), 6-63
Mind of a Rampage Killer (2.5), 5-60
Mumia: Long Distance Revolutionary (3), 5-61
Offender Profiling (2.5), 3-52
Prosecutor (3), 1-57
Scenes of a Crime (3.5), 3-52
Superthief: Inside America’s Biggest Bank Score 
(2.5), 5-61
Who Killed Lindbergh’s Baby? (3.5), 5-61
Wiebo’s War (3), 1-58

Worlds of English (3.5), 2-54

Africa (4), 3-54
Alien Deep with Bob Ballard (3.5), 1-58
Arabian Horse: A Gift from the Desert (3), 2-55
Australia’s First 4 Billion Years (3.5), 6-64
Birders: The Central Park Effect (3.5), 2-56
Earth From Space (3.5), 5-63
Earth Science Superpack (4), 5-63
Great Zebra Exodus (3), 6-64
Hungry Tide, The (3.5), 5-63
Into the Cold (4), 2-3
Journey of the Universe: Conversations (3), 4-50
Journey to the Sea of Cortez (3.5), 5-64
Leviathan (2.5), 5-64
Math Tools in Action: Journals (3), 3-53
Minds in the Water (2.5), 2-56
Moving into Math Stations (3.5), 5-64
Natural Beekeeping with Ross Conrad (3.5), 3-53
One Life (2.5), 4-51
Orangutan Diaries (3.5), 1-58
Planet Dinosaur (3.5), 1-58
Planet Ocean (3), 4-51
Private Life of Deer, The (3), 5-64
Secret Life of Whitetails, The (3.5), 4-52
Sexual and Asexual Reproduction (3), 5-64
Sharks in the City (2.5), 4-51
Siberian Tiger Quest (3), 2-56
Space Shuttle Columbia: Mission of Hope (3), 5-66
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World Before Her, The (3.5), 4-3
WWII From Space (3), 4-62

Cornwall with Caroline Quentin (3), 1-71
Discoveries…America National Parks: Alaska’s 
Katmai, Lake Clark & Alagnak (3.5), 3-63
Discoveries…America National Parks: Alaska’s 
Wrangell-St. Elias (3), 1-71
Discoveries…America National Parks: Grand 
Canyon (3.5), 4-63
Discoveries…America National Parks: Hawaii (3.5), 
2-67
Discoveries…America National Parks: Ohio’s 
Cuyahoga Valley & Other National Park Service 
Units (3), 6-71
Discoveries…America National Parks: Yosemite 
(3.5), 5-75
Human Geography: Making Sense of Planet Earth 
(3), 6-72
Timothy Spall: Somewhere at Sea—The Complete 
Series (3.5), 3-63
Travel with Kids: Mexico—Cabo San Lucas & Baja 
(3), 3-64
Travel with Kids: Wales (3), 2-67

Adventures in Plymptoons! (3), 1-71
Ai Weiwei: Never Sorry (3), 2-68
Ain’t In It for My Health: A Film about Levon Helm 
(3), 6-74
Alaska, the World & Wally Hickel (3.5), 6-74
André Gregory: Before and After Dinner (3.5), 5-75
Anne Braden: Southern Patriot (3.5), 1-71
Autobiography of Nicolae Ceausescu (2.5), 5-76
Baby Peggy: The Elephant in the Room (3.5), 6-75
Beauty Is Embarrassing (3.5), 2-68
Bert Stern: Original Mad Man (3), 5-76
Bill W. (3.5), 5-76
Dangerous Edge: A Life of Graham Greene (3.5), 
5-76
Drew: The Man Behind the Poster (3), 4-63
Duch: Master of the Forges of Hell (3), 5-78
Erroll Garner: No One Can Hear You Read (3.5), 
3-64
Ethel (3), 5-78
Ferlinghetti: A Rebirth of Wonder (3.5), 5-78
Flower in Otomi (3), 5-79
Follow Me: The Yoni Netanyahu Story (3.5), 3-64
Freddie Mercury: The Great Pretender (3), 1-72
Greatest Ears in Town, The (3.5), 6-76
Henry Ford (3), 4-63
Honor & Sacrifice: The Roy Matsumoto Story (3.5), 
6-74
How Does It Feel (3), 3-65
I Am Bruce Lee (3), 2-68
I’m Carolyn Parker (3.5), 2-68
In the Footsteps of Liszt (3), 1-72
Island President, The (3.5), 1-72
Jason Becker: Not Dead Yet (3), 2-68
Joe Frazier: When the Smoke Clears (3.5), 2-69
Jussi Björling: He Sang with a Tear in His Voice (3), 
6-75
Kind Hearted Woman (4), 5-78
Last Flight of Petr Ginz, The (3.5), 3-64
Legend of a Warrior (2), 5-79
Letters from Jackie: Private Thoughts of Jackie 
Robinson (3), 6-75
Life of Muhammad, The (3.5), 6-75
Love Under Fire (2.5), 5-81
Mama C: Urban Warrior in the African Bush (3), 
2-69
Man’s Story, A (2.5), 2-69
Margaret Thatcher: The Iron Lady (3.5), 4-63
Mel Brooks: Make a Noise (3.5), 4-64
Method to the Madness of Jerry Lewis (3), 2-70
Olmsted and America’s Urban Parks (3.5), 2-70
One Track Heart: The Story of Krishna Das (3), 6-76
Philip Roth Unmasked (3.5), 4-64
Photographic Memory (3.5), 2-70

Portrait, The (3), 3-60
Pumpkins and Old Lace (3), 6-70
Richard Artschwager: Shut Up and Look (3.5), 6-71
School Play (3), 1-66
Shakespeare Uncovered (3.5), 4-60
Showing Up (3), 2-64
Sommore: Chandelier Status (3), 5-72
Story of Film: An Odyssey (4), 1-66
Tales from a Ghetto Klown (3), 1-66
Trek Nation (3), 5-72
Uncle Vanya (3.5), 6-71
Understanding Art: Hidden Lives of Masterpieces 
(3.5), 5-73
Wagner & Me (3), 4-60
Walt Disney Concert Hall Organ, The (3), 2-64
Wonder Women! The Untold Story of American 
Superheroines (3), 4-60

5 Broken Cameras (3.5), 1-68
9/11: Day That Changed the World (3.5), 1-66
10 Years On: Afghanistan & Pakistan (3), 1-67
900 Days (3.5), 2-65
Abolitionists, The (4), 3-61
Atomic Mom (3.5), 1-67
Born Fighting (3), 2-65
Born to Royalty (3), 6-72
Briars in the Cottonpatch: The Story of 
Koinonia Farm (4), 3-61
Brothers on the Line (3), 4-60
Central Park Five, The (3.5), 3-62
Death and the Civil War (3.5), 1-68
Defiant Requiem (4), 6-72
Edwardian Farm (3), 5-73
Exile: A Myth Unearthed (3), 6-72
Fatherland (3), 4-61
Have You Heard from Johannesburg (3.5), 2-65
Henry Clay and the Struggle for the Union (3.5), 
2-65
Here I Learned to Love (3.5), 2-66
High Ground (3.5), 1-69
Holding on to Jah (3.5), 1-68
How to Survive a Plague (3), 3-62
Hunt for Bin Laden, The (3), 3-62
Hurricane Sandy: Inside the Megastorm (3), 4-60
Incident in New Baghdad (2.5), 1-68
Julian Bond: Reflections from the Frontlines of the 
Civil Rights Movement (3.5), 4-61
Kapitalism: Our Secret Recipe (3), 2-66
London: The Modern Babylon (3.5), 5-74
Lore (3.5), 3-3
Love and Valor (3), 2-66
Makers: Women Who Make America (3.5), 5-73
Mankind: The Story of All of Us (2.5), 2-66
Mao’s Great Famine (3.5), 5-74
Men Who Built America, The (3), 4-62
Missions That Changed the War: The Doolittle Raid 
(3.5), 3-62
Narrow Escapes of World War II (3.5), 1-68
Neither Allah, Nor Master! (3), 1-69
Never Forget to Lie (3.5), 6-72
Never Give Up! (3.5), 2-66
Nuclear Savage: The Islands of Secret Project 4.1 
(3), 4-62
Orchestra of Exiles (3), 3-62
Pilgrim Fathers, The (3.5), 1-70
Putin’s Kiss (3), 2-67
Reagan Presidency, The (3.5), 4-62
Refuge: Stories of the Selfhelp Home (3.5), 5-74
Rescue (3), 1-70
She-Wolves: England’s Early Queens (3), 2-67
Syria Behind the Lines (3), 5-74
Tears of Gaza (3.5), 6-74
They Call it Myanmar: Lifting the Curtain (3), 1-70
Time Compass: The Inca Empire (4), 3-63
Tiniest Place, The (3.5), 3-63
Ultimate Guide to the Presidents, The (3.5), 5-75
We Are Egypt: The Story Behind the Revolution 
(3.5), 3-63
Welcome to Hebron (3.5), 5-74
Where Soldiers Come From (3.5), 1-70
Words of Witness (3), 1-70

110% (3), 4-57
Big Swell, The (3), 5-68
Brooklyn Castle (3), 5-68
Charge (3.5), 5-69
China Heavyweight (3), 2-61
Deceptive Practice (3.5), 4-56
Head Games (3), 6-69
Knuckleball! (3.5), 3-58
Pedal-Driven: A Bikeumentary (3), 4-56
Ping Pong (3), 6-69
Running with Bulls (3), 1-64
Soldiers of Paint (3), 4-57
Strong! (3), 2-61
Swish 3: The Swish Free Throw (3.5), 1-63
T-Ball Skills & Drills (3.5), 3-57
Tackling Concussions Head On (4), 2-62
Tales of Masked Men (3), 2-62
Tell It On the Mountain (3), 6-69
Victorious Vettel (3.5), 2-62
Waiting for Lightning (3), 3-58
World Series: History of the Fall Classic (3.5), 1-63

Cloth Doll Making (3), 4-58
Golden Age of Toy Trains, The (3.5), 4-58
Lee Hendrickson’s Creative Travel Photography 
(3.5), 5-69

All’s Well That Ends Well (3.5), 2-63
Arts & the Mind (3), 3-58
Best of Latino Laugh Festival (3), 4-58
Broadway Musicals: A Jewish Legacy (3), 4-58
Cardboard Bernini, The (3), 5-70
Daditude (2), 4-58
Diaghilev and the Ballets Russes (3.5), 6-70
Dirt Road to Psychedelia (3), 5-70
Doctor Faustus (3), 4-59
First Position (3.5), 2-62
Flying House Project, The (2), 2-62
Fold Crumple Crush: The Art of El Anatsui (2.5), 
4-59
Free Radicals: A History of Experimental Film (3), 
3-58
George Lopez: It’s Not Me, It’s You (3), 2-63
Gottfried Helnwein and the Dreaming Child (2.5), 
3-59
Great Authors of the British Isles (3), 5-70
Great Irish Authors (3.5), 5-70
Gregory Crewdson: Brief Encounters (3.5), 4-59
Harlem Voices: The Poetry of Langston Hughes (3), 
6-70
Hava Nagila (3), 3-59
Human Frames: Fear (2.5), 6-70
Jedi Junkies (3), 3-59
Joan Rivers: Don’t Start with Me (3), 2-64
Katt Williams: Kattpacalypse (1.5), 1-64
King Lear (2), 5-70
La Maison de la Radio (3), 6-70
Last Shop Standing (3.5), 5-71
Latinos Beyond Reel (3), 5-71
Lost and Sound (3), 3-59
Mariachi High (3), 1-64
Measuring Methods for Artists (3.5), 2-64
Miners’ Hymns, The (3), 3-60
Much Ado About Nothing (2.5), 3-60
Nina Conti: Her Master’s Voice (3.5), 1-65
Origins of Oz, The (3), 3-60
Paper Mirror, The (3), 5-72
Perils of Show Business: Proceed at Your Own Risk 
(2), 1-65
Play in the Gray (2), 1-65
Poetry of Resilience (3), 2-64
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Patti Smith: Live at Montreux 2005 (3), 2-77
Paul Anka: Live in Switzerland (2.5), 4-68
Paul McCartney: Live Kisses (3), 2-77
Paul McCartney and Wings: Rockshow (3), 5-88
Paul Taylor Dance Company in Paris (3.5), 5-88
Pelléas et Mélisande (2.5), 6-83
Peter Gabriel: Live in Athens 1987 (3.5), 6-83
Peter Grimes (3.5), 5-88
Pina (3.5), 1-3
Queen on Fire: Live at the Bowl (3), 5-88
Rigoletto (3), 4-69
Rinaldo (3.5), 1-79
Ritchie Blackmore’s Rainbow: Black Masquerade 
(2), 6-83
Robert le Diable (3.5), 6-83
Rockwell: A Night of Legendary Collaborations 
(2.5), 1-79
Rolling Stones: Charlie is My Darling, Ireland 1965 
(3.5), 1-79
Rolling Stones: Crossfire Hurricane (3.5), 4-69
Romeo and Juliet (3.5), 5-89
Roméo et Juliette (2), 1-79
Samson et Dalila (2.5), 1-80
Santana & McLaughlin: Live at Montreux 2011 (3), 
6-83
Show Goes On: Neil Sedaka (3), 6-84
Sigismondo (3), 1-80
Simon Boccanegra (3), 5-89
Sleeping Beauty, The (3.5), 1-80
So: Peter Gabriel (3), 1-80
Soldier’s Tale, The (2.5), 6-84
Solomon Burke: Live at Montreux 2006 (3), 6-84
Spirit of the Church, Volume 1 (3), 3-69
Stephen Sondheim’s Company (3), 1-81
Stiffelio (3), 4-69
Theodora (2.5), 4-69
Tosca (3), 1-81
Tosca (3), 5-89
Tribute to Ron Asheton (2.5), 5-89
Turandot (3), 3-69
Un Ballo in Maschera (3.5), 6-84
Un Giorno di Regno (3.5), 1-81
Who: Live in Texas ’75 (3), 1-81
Yardbirds: Making Tracks (2), 2-77

2 + 2 (3), 3-16
3 Blind Saints (3), 2-18
4Some (2.5), 3-16
6 Degrees of Hell (1), 1-18
11 Flowers (3), 5-20
17 Girls (3), 1-18
21 & Over (1.5), 4-16
28 Hotel Rooms (2.5), 3-16
45 Minutes from Broadway (2), 5-20
56 Up (4), 4-16
100 Bloody Acres (3), 6-18
360 (2), 2-18
ABCs of Death, The (2), 3-16
Affair of the Heart, An (3), 4-16
All Together (3), 3-16
Alois Nebel (3), 3-16
Alps (2.5), 2-18
American Mary (1), 5-20
Americano (3), 1-18
Anna Karenina (2), 2-18
Any Day Now (3), 2-18
Apparition, The (1), 1-18
Arcadia (3), 5-20
Argo (4), 2-19
Arthur Newman (2.5), 6-18
At the Gate of the Ghost (3.5), 4-16
Augustine (3), 6-18
Awakening, The (3), 1-18
Bachelorette (2.5), 4-16
Barrymore (3), 4-18
Beautiful Creatures (2.5), 3-18
Before Midnight (4), 6-18
Behind the Candelabra (3.5), 6-18
Bestiaire (3), 3-18
Beyond The Walls (2.5), 5-20
Big Picture, The (3), 4-18
Big Wedding, The (1), 5-20

Planet of Snail (3), 3-65
Proof Through the Night (3.5), 2-70
Rebel: Loreta Velazquez—Secret Soldier (3), 6-76
Richard III: Martyr or Monster? (3.5), 6-76
Robert Williams: Mr. Bitchin’ (3), 6-77
Sholem Aleichem: Laughing in the Darkness (3), 
2-72
Wings of a Warrior: The Jimmy Doolittle Story 
(3.5), 6-77
You Don’t Need Feet to Dance (3), 6-77

Another (3), 6-78
Appleseed XIII: The Complete Series (2), 5-82
Aria: The Scarlet Ammo (2.5), 1-73
Berserk—The Golden Age, Arc I: The Egg of the 
King (3), 3-66
Blood-C: Complete Series (3), 4-65
C: Control—The Money and Soul of Possibility (3), 
1-73
Certain Magical Index, Part One (2.5), 3-66
Certain Scientific Railgun, Part One (2.5), 5-82
Children Who Chase Lost Voices (3), 2-73
Colorful: The Motion Picture (3), 5-82
Deadman Wonderland: Complete Series (2.5), 1-73
Ergo Proxy: Complete Series (3), 1-73
Eureka Seven AO: Astral Ocean, Part 1 (3), 6-78
Freezing (1.5), 1-73
Garden of Words, The (3), 6-78
Guilty Crown, Part 1 (3), 6-78
Haganai: I Don’t Have Many Friends (2), 6-78
Heaven’s Memo Pad: Complete Collection (3), 1-74
Hyakko (3), 4-65
iDOLm@ster Xenoglossia: Collection 1 (2), 1-74
Is This a Zombie? (2.5), 3-66
K-On! The Movie (2.5), 6-78
Kids on the Slope: Complete Collection (3.5), 4-65
King of Thorn (3), 2-73
Level E: The Complete Series (3), 3-66
Lupin the Third: The Woman Called Fujiko Mine 
(3), 6-79
Maria Watches Over Us: Season One (3.5), 1-74
Mass Effect: Paragon Lost (2), 2-73
Persona 4: The Animation, Collection One (3), 1-74
Princess Knight, Part One (3), 6-79
Ristorante Paradiso (3), 2-73
Robotech: The Shadow Chronicles and Love Live 
Alive (2.5), 5-82
Rose of Versailles, Part 1 (4), 5-82
Serial Experiments Lain: Complete Collection (3.5), 
4-65
Shining Hearts: Complete Collection (2), 6-79
Tenchi Muyo: War on Geminar, Part One (3), 6-79
Steins;Gate (3.5), 1-74
Sweet Blue Flowers (2.5), 4-65
Tenchi Muyo! Tenchi Universe: Complete Series 
(3), 2-73
This Boy Caught a Merman (2.5), 6-79
Tokyo Magnitude 8.0: Complete Collection (3), 
4-65
Toriko: Part 01 (3.5), 3-66
Un-Go: Complete Collection (3.5), 2-73

Adelaide di Borgogna (3), 3-67
Aerosmith: Rock for the Rising Sun (3), 6-80
Aida (2), 5-83
Alanis Morissette: Live at Montreux 2012 (2.5), 4-66
Arabella (3.5), 1-75
Ariane et Barbe-bleue (3), 3-67
Attila (3.5), 2-74
Beatrice di Tenda (3), 6-80
Bob Milne in Concert: Volume 1 (3), 5-83
Bryan Ferry: Live in Lyon (3), 6-80
C(h)oeurs (2.5), 1-75
Christopher Cross: A Night in Paris (3), 5-83
Ciro in Babilonia (3), 6-80
Colón Ring, The (2), 5-83
Cunning Little Vixen, The (3), 5-83
Dance & Quartet: Three Ballets by Heinz Spoerli 
(3), 6-80
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Das Labyrinth (2.5), 4-66
Death in Venice (3.5), 5-84
Der Ring des Nibelungen (3.5), 5-84
Die Meistersinger von Nürnberg (3.5), 2-74
Die Soldaten (3.5), 6-81
Dio: Finding the Sacred Heart (3), 5-84
Don Carlo (2.5), 5-84
Doors: Live at the Bowl ’68 (3.5), 1-75
Dove è Amore è Gelosia (3.5), 6-81
Ethiopia Dances for Joy! (3), 6-81
Etta James: Live at Montreux 1993 (3), 1-75
Eugene Onegin (3), 5-84
Falstaff (3), 6-81
FCA! 35 Tour: An Evening with Peter Frampton 
(3.5), 2-74
Fela Kuti Double Feature: Teacher Don’t Teach Me 
Nonsense / Berliner Jazztage (3), 1-75
Frank Zappa: A Token of His Extreme (3), 5-86
From Dust to Dreams (3), 2-74
Garbage: One Mile High...Live (2.5), 5-86
Gary Moore: Blues for Jimi (3), 2-74
Giovanna d’Arco (3), 2-75
Gregg Allman: I’m No Angel—Live on Stage (3), 
1-76
Groundhogs: Live at the Astoria (2.5), 1-76
History of the Eagles (3.5), 5-86
Hungarian Rhapsody: Queen—Live in Budapest 
(3.5), 1-76
I Am: SMTOWN Live (3), 2-75
I Masnadieri (2.5), 3-67
I Puritani (3), 1-76
I Vespri Siciliani (2.5), 4-66
I’m Now: The Story of Mudhoney (3.5), 3-67
Ike & Tina: On the Road 1971-72 (3), 2-75
Il Barbiere di Siviglia (2.5), 1-77
Il Corsaro (3), 4-66
Il Flaminio (3.5), 3-67
Il Prigionier Superbo/La Serva Padrona (3), 1-77
Il Trovatore (3), 5-86
Iolanta/Perséphone (3), 1-77
Iphigénie en Aulide/Iphigénie en Tauride (3.5), 4-66
JJ Grey & Mofro: Brighter Days (3), 4-67
John Cage: Journeys in Sound (3), 2-75
Jon Lord: Concerto for Group and Orchestra (3), 
6-81
L’Olimpiade (3.5), 4-67
La Battaglia di Legnano (2.5), 4-67
La Bohème (2.5), 2-76
La Didone (3.5), 1-77
La Forza del Destino (2.5), 5-87
La Salustia (3), 3-68
La Sonnambula (3), 6-82
La Traviata (2.5), 1-78
La Traviata (2.5), 4-67
La Voix Humaine (3), 4-67
Lady Antebellum: Own the Night World Tour (3), 
2-76
Le Grand Macabre (3), 1-78
Le Nozze di Figaro (3.5), 1-78
Le Nozze di Figaro (3), 4-68
Le Nozze di Figaro (3.5), 6-82
Led Zeppelin: Celebration Day (3.5), 1-78
Let the Music Play: Story of the Doobie Brothers 
(3), 2-76
Level 42: Live (2), 6-82
Liberace: The Ultimate Entertainer (2.5), 4-68
Lo Frate ’Nnamorato (3.5), 5-87
Love for Levon: A Benefit to Save the Barn (3), 3-68
Luisa Miller (3.5), 3-68
Macbeth (3), 3-68
Magic Flute, The (2.5), 3-68
Manon Lescaut (2.5), 6-82
Médée (3.5), 3-69
Merce Cunningham Dance Company (3.5), 2-76
Mike + the Mechanics + Paul Carrack (2.5), 6-82
Miles Davis with Quincy Jones & the Gil Evans 
Orchestra (3.5), 4-68
Mindless Behavior (3), 5-87
Mosè in Egitto (3), 3-69
Nabucco (3), 1-78
Neil Cowley Trio (3), 5-87
Neil Sedaka in Concert (3.5), 2-76
Nova Rex: Ain’t Easy Being Cheesy (2), 5-87
Oberto (3), 1-79
OMD Live: Architecture & Morality & More (3), 
5-88
Paco de Lucía & Group: Jazz (3), 2-77
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Black Rock (1), 5-22
Blackfish (3.5), 6-3
Blancanieves (3), 6-20
Bleak Night (3.5), 3-18
Bless Me, Ultima (3), 6-20
Bling Ring, The (2), 5-22
Boogiepop and Others (3), 1-18
Booster (2), 1-19
Bottle in the Gaza Sea, A (3), 4-18
Boy (3), 5-22
Branca’s Pitch (3.5), 6-20
Branded (1), 1-19
Breathing (3.5), 2-19
Broken City (2), 3-18
Brooklyn Brothers Beat the Best (2.5), 2-19
Bullet Collector (3), 3-18
Bullet to the Head (2), 4-18
Bully (3), 1-19
Bunohan: Return to Murder (3), 4-18
Butter (3), 1-19
Byzantium (2.5), 6-20
California Solo (3), 2-19
Call, The (2), 4-18
Cat in Paris, A (3), 1-19
Catching Hearts (2.5), 5-22
Chasing Mavericks (2), 2-19
Cheech & Chong’s Animated Movie (2.5), 4-20
Chicken with Plums (3), 2-19
Cirque du Soleil: Worlds Away (2.5), 3-20
Citadel (3), 2-20
Clandestine Childhood (3), 4-20
Clip (2.5), 5-22
Cloudburst (2.5), 5-24
Cold Light of Day, The (1.5), 1-20
Collection, The (1), 3-20
Come Out and Play (1.5), 5-24
Company You Keep, The (3), 5-24
Computer Chess (3), 6-20
Condemned, The (2), 3-20
Corpo Celeste (3), 1-20
Cosmopolis (2), 1-20
Croods, The (2), 5-24
Dangerous Liaisons (3.5), 3-20
Day He Arrives, The (3.5), 2-20
Day I Saw Your Heart, The (3), 1-20
Day of the Falcon (3), 4-20
Dead in France (2), 3-20
Dead Man Down (2), 4-20
Dead Man’s Burden (3.5), 5-24
Deadfall (2.5), 2-
Despicable Me 2 (3), 6-22
Diana Vreeland: The Eye Has to Travel (3), 2-20
Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Dog Days (2.5), 1-20
Do-Deca-Pentathlon, The (3), 2-20
Don’t Stop Believin’: Everyman’s Journey (2.5), 
6-22
Doomsday Book (2.5), 2-22
Dredd (2), 1-20
Drinking Buddies (3), 6-22
Dust Up (1), 1-22
Easy Money (3.5), 4-20
Eddie: The Sleepwalking Cannibal (3), 4-22
Electric Button (Moon & Cherry) (3), 3-20
Elena (3.5), 3-22
Elvis & Madonna (2), 1-22
End of Watch (3), 1-22
Epic (2.5), 5-26
Evocateur: The Morton Downey Jr. Movie (3), 6-22
Excision (1.5), 1-22
Extraordinary Adventures of Adèle Blanc-Sec (3.5), 
6-22
Eye of the Storm, The (3), 1-22
Falls, The (3), 1-22
Fast & Furious 6 (3), 6-22
Fill the Void (3), 6-24
Flying Swords of Dragon Gate (2.5), 2-22
For a Good Time, Call… (3), 1-23
For Ellen (2.5), 3-22
For Love’s Sake (2.5), 6-24
For the Glory (3), 5-26
Forgiveness of Blood, The (3.5), 1-23
Found Memories (3), 2-22
Frances Ha (3), 6-24
Frankenweenie (3.5), 1-23
Fred & Vinnie (3), 2-22
Free Angela and All Political Prisoners (3.5), 6-24
From the Head (3), 5-26

From Up on Poppy Hill (3), 6-24
Frozen Ground, The (2), 6-24
Fun Size (1.5), 2-22
Future, The (3), 6-26
G.I. Joe: Retaliation (2), 4-22
Game Change (3), 2-24
Gandu (2.5), 2-24
Gatekeepers, The (4), 4-22
Gayby (2), 2-24
Getaway (1.5), 6-26
Ghastly Love of Johnny X, The (3), 3-22
Giant Mechanical Man, The (3), 1-23
Giants, The (2.5), 4-22
Ginger & Rosa (2.5), 5-26
Girl, The (2), 4-22
Go Go Crazy (3), 1-23
Going by the Book (3.5), 4-24
Great Gatsby, The (3), 5-26
Green Wave, The (3.5), 6-26
Hangover, Part III (2), 5-28
Hannah Arendt (3.5), 6-26
Hansel & Gretel Get Baked (1), 6-26
Hansel & Gretel: Witch Hunters (2), 3-22
Happy People: A Year in the Taiga (3.5), 3-22
Happy Poet, The (3), 5-28
Hara-Kiri: Death of a Samurai (3.5), 2-24
Heat, The (2.5), 6-28
Hello I Must Be Going (3.5), 1-24
Hemel (3), 3-22
Hemingway & Gellhorn (3), 4-24
Hermano (3), 1-24
Hipsters (3), 2-24
Hitchcock (3), 2-24
Hitler’s Children (3), 3-24
Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey (3), 2-25
Hollywood to Dollywood (3), 1-24
Host, The (1), 4-24
Hotel Transylvania (2), 1-24
House at the End of the Street (1), 1-24
Hunt, The (3.5), 6-28
I Do (3), 5-28
I Killed My Mother (3), 6-28
I Wish (3), 1-24
Iceman, The (2), 5-28
If I Were You (3.5), 4-24
Illegal (3), 4-24
Imposter, The (3), 1-26
In Another Country (2.5), 4-24
In the Family (3.5), 5-28
In the Fog (3), 5-29
In the House (3.5), 6-28
In Their Skin (3), 3-24
Internship, The (2), 6-28
Intouchables, The (3), 2-25
Iron Man 3 (3), 5-29
Iron Sky (2), 1-26
It’s a Disaster (3), 5-29
Jack Reacher (3), 3-24
Jacob (1), 4-26
Jobs (2), 6-30
Joshua Tree, 1951: A Portrait of James Dean (3), 
5-29
Justice League: Flashpoint Paradox (3), 6-30
Kati with an I (3), 2-25
Keep the Lights On (3), 1-26
Kid with a Bike, The (3.5), 1-26
Killer Joe (1), 1-26
Killing Lincoln (2), 5-29
Kings of Summer, The (3.5), 5-3
Kiss of the Damned (2.5), 5-30
Koch (3), 5-30
Kon-Tiki (3.5), 5-30
La Sirga (3), 5-30
Lapland Odyssey (2.5), 2-25
Last Stand, The (2.5), 3-24
Last Tycoon, The (2.5), 6-30
Late Bloomers (2), 4-26
Laurence Anyways (3), 6-30
Least Among Saints (2), 4-26
Les Misérables (3.5), 2-25
Let My People Go! (3), 5-30
Light Thief, The (3), 1-28
Little White Lies (2.5), 3-24
Liz & Dick (1), 4-26
Lone Ranger, The (2), 6-30
Looper (3), 1-28
Love Is All You Need (3), 6-32

Lovelace (3), 6-32
Lucky (3), 4-26
Luv (3), 4-26
Madrid, 1987 (2.5), 3-26
Man Who Shook the Hand of Vincente Fernandez 
(2.5), 4-27
Man with the Iron Fists, The (2), 2-26
Mansome (2), 2-26
Masquerade (3.5), 5-32
Master, The (3), 2-26
Meanwhile (3), 4-27
Monster in Paris, A (2.5), 4-27
Monsters University (3), 6-32
Mosquita & Mari (3), 5-32
Movie 43 (1), 4-27
Mud (3.5), 4-27
My Amityville Horror (3), 6-32
My Worst Nightmare (3.5), 1-28
Natural Selection (3), 1-28
Night Across the Street (2.5), 6-32
No (3.5), 4-28
Nobody Else But You (3), 1-28
Nobody Walks (2.5), 2-26
North Sea Texas (2), 1-28
Not Fade Away (2.5), 3-26
Now You See Me (3), 5-32
Oblivion (2), 4-28
Obselidia (3), 3-26
Off White Lies (3), 3-26
Old Dog (3), 6-34
Olympus Has Fallen (3), 5-32
On the Road (2), 4-28
Only the Young/Tchoupitoulas (3), 4-28
Oranges, The (2), 4-28
Other Dream Team, The (3), 1-30
Other Son, The (3), 2-26
Out in the Dark (3), 6-34
Oz the Great and Powerful (3), 4-30
Pacific Rim (2.5), 6-34
Pact, The (2.5), 1-30
Pain & Gain (2), 5-32
Painted Skin: The Resurrection (2), 1-30
Painting, The (2.5), 6-34
Paperboy, The (1.5), 1-30
Paradise: Faith (3), 5-34
Paradise: Love (3), 5-34
Paranoia (2), 6-34
Paranormal Activity 4 (1), 3-28
Parental Guidance (2.5), 2-28
Passion (2.5), 6-34
Penny Pinchers (3), 4-30
Perks of Being a Wallflower, The (3), 1-30
Petunia (3), 6-36
Phantom Father, The (2.5), 4-30
Pitch Perfect (3), 1-31
Place at the Table, A (3), 4-30
Playing for Keeps (2), 2-28
Pool, The (3.5), 3-26
Possession, The (1.5), 1-31
Post Tenebras Lux (2.5), 5-34
Prairie Love (3), 1-31
Premium Rush (2), 1-31
Promised Land (2.5), 3-26
Rabbi’s Cat, The (2.5), 4-30
Rambler, The (2), 5-34
Reality (3), 5-34
Red Hook Summer (3.5), 2-28
Resident Evil: Retribution (1), 1-31
Ring of Fire (2), 5-36
Rise of the Guardians (3), 2-30
Robot & Frank (3), 1-31
Room 514 (3), 5-36
Royal Affair, A (3.5), 2-30
Rust and Bone (3.5), 2-30
Safe Haven (2), 3-28
Salt of Life, The (3), 1-32
Samsara (2.5), 2-30
Save the Date (2.5), 4-32
Scatter My Ashes at Bergdorf’s (3), 4-32
Searching for Sugar Man (3.5), 1-32
Secret of the Wings (3), 1-32
Shadow Dancer (3), 5-36
Shepard & Dark (3), 6-36
Shun Li and the Poet (3), 5-36
Silence, The (3), 4-32
Silent Souls (3.5), 3-28
Simon Killer (2.5), 6-36
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Sinister (2), 2-30
Skinny, The (1.5), 1-32
Skyfall (4), 2-32
Sleepwalk With Me (3), 1-32
Smurfs 2, The (2), 6-36
Speechless (3), 1-34
Spring Breakers (2), 4-32
Star Trek Into Darkness (3), 5-36
Starbuck (2), 4-32
Starlet (3), 3-28
Steel Magnolias (2.5), 4-32
Stoker (2.5), 4-33
Stolen (2), 1-34
Super Buddies (2.5), 6-36
Superman: Unbound (3), 4-33
Supporting Characters (2.5), 5-36
Sweeney, The (2), 4-33
Tai Chi Zero (2.5), 1-34
Taken 2 (2), 1-34
Taste of Money, The (2), 5-37
Tatsumi (3.5), 3-28
Tazza: The High Rollers (3), 1-34
Thieves, The (2.5), 3-28
This Is 40 (2), 2-32
This Is Not a Film (3), 3-30
This Is the End (2), 5-37
This Must Be the Place (3.5), 2-32
Time of My Life (3.5), 2-32
Triumph of the Wall (3), 6-37
Turbo (3), 6-37
Twilight Saga: Breaking Dawn, Part 2 (3), 2-32
Twixt (2.5), 6-37
Two Years at Sea (2.5), 5-37
Undefeated (3), 1-34
Unfinished Song (2.5), 5-37
Unit 7 (3), 6-37
Unspeakable Act, The (3), 6-37
Upside Down (2.5), 5-37
Upstream Color (3.5), 4-33
V/H/S (2), 1-36
Venus and Serena (3.5), 5-38
Violeta Went to Heaven (3), 6-38
Vito: The Life of Gay Rights Activist Vito Russo 
(3.5), 4-33
Wall, The (3.5), 6-38
War of the Buttons (2), 6-38
Warm Bodies (3), 3-30
Way Way Back, The (3), 6-38
We Steal Secrets: The Story of WikiLeaks (3), 6-38
We’re the Millers (2), 6-40
Well-Digger’s Daughter, The (3), 1-36
West of Memphis (3), 5-38
What Maisie Knew (3.5), 5-38
White Elephant (2.5), 2-34
White Frog (2.5), 5-38
White House Down (3), 6-40
White Meadows, The (3.5), 2-34
Wise Kids, The (3.5), 2-34
Wolverine, The (2.5), 6-40
Won’t Back Down (2), 1-36
Words, The (1), 1-36
World War Z (2.5), 6-40
World’s End, The (3), 6-40
Wreck-It Ralph (3), 2-34
Wuthering Heights (2.5), 3-30
Yossi (3), 3-30
Zero Dark Thirty (4), 2-34

3 Businessmen (3), 6-41
30 Rock: Season 7—The Final Season (3), 4-34
Abraham Lincoln (2.5), 1-37
Alfred Hitchcock: Masterpiece Collection (3.5), 1-37
American Horror Story: Complete First Season (3), 
1-37
Angel and the Badman (3), 6-41
Anger Management: Season One (3), 2-35
Annika Bengtzon: Crime Reporter 6-41
Another Country (3.5), 3-32
Awful Dr. Orlof, The (3), 6-41
Babar: The Movie (3), 4-34
Badlands (3.5), 4-34
Ballad of Narayama, The (4), 3-32
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Banshee: Complete First Season (3), 5-40
Bates Motel: Season One (3), 6-41
Battlestar Galactica: Blood & Chrome (2), 3-32
Bay of Blood, A (2.5), 6-41
Being Human: Complete Second Season (3), 2-35
Betty Boop: Essential Collection, Volume 1 (3), 6-42
Bible, The (3), 4-34
Black Like Me (3), 1-37
Black Sabbath (3), 5-40
Blandings: Series 1 (3), 6-42
Bletchley Circle: Cracking a Killer’s Code (3), 4-34
Blood and Sand (2.5), 6-42
Blood of the Vine: Season 1 (3), 5-40
Boardwalk Empire: Complete Third Season (3), 6-42
Bonanza: Official Fifth Season, Volume 1 (3.5), 3-32
Bonanza: Official Sixth Season, Vol. 1 (3.5), 5-40
Borgias: Final Season (3), 6-42
Boss: Season Two (2.5), 4-34
Breaking Bad: The Fifth Season (3.5), 5-40
Bronte Sisters, The (3), 6-44
Bruce Lee Double Feature: The Way of the Dragon/
Game of Death (3), 4-35
Bus Stop (3), 6-44
Californication: Fifth Season (2), 2-35
Call the Midwife: Season One (3.5), 1-67
Call the Midwife: Season Two (3), 5-40
Champion (3.5), 4-35
Charulata (4), 6-44
Chronicle of a Summer (4), 3-32
Cinderella (3.5), 1-38
Cleopatra (3), 4-35
Client List: Complete First Season (2), 3-33
Coma (2), 1-38
Come in Spinner (2), 5-41
Community: Complete Fourth Season (3), 6-44
Continuum: Season One (2.5), 3-33
Copper: Season One (3), 1-38
Crimson Petal and the White, The (3), 1-38
Curtis Harrington Short Film Collection (3), 6-44
Cut to the Chase: Charley Chase Collection (3), 
1-38
Da Vinci’s Demons: Complete First Season (2.5), 
6-45
Dallas: Complete First Season (3), 2-35
Damages: Final Season (3), 6-45
Damned, The (3.5), 6-45
Deathtrap (3), 2-35
Detective De Luca (3.5), 5-41
Devil and Miss Jones, The (3), 4-35
Dexter: The Seventh Season (3), 4-36
Dial M for Murder (2.5), 1-40
Die Nibelungen (3.5), 1-40
Doctor Who: Series Seven, Part One (3), 1-40
Downton Abbey: Season 3 (3.5), 2-35
Drop Dead Diva: Complete Fourth Season (3), 5-41
Elementary: First Season (3.5), 6-45
Endeavour (3.5), 6-45
Enlightened: Complete First Season (3), 2-36
Enlightened: Complete Second Season (3), 6-46
Falling Skies: Complete Second Season (3), 5-41
Family Ties: Seventh and Final Season (2.5), 6-46
Family Ties: Sixth Season (2.5), 4-36
Father Goose (3), 5-42
Fear and Desire (3), 1-40
Femme Fatales: Complete First Season (2.5), 3-33
Femme Fatales: Complete Second Season (2.5), 5-42
File on Thelma Jordon, The (3), 5-42
Foolish Wives (3.5), 6-46
Fringe: Complete Fifth and Final Season (3), 4-36
Game of Thrones: Complete Second Season (3.5), 
3-33
George Lopez: Complete 3rd Season (2.5), 5-42
Girls: Complete First Season (3), 2-36
Girls: Complete Second Season (3), 6-46
Good Wife: Fourth Season (3), 6-46
Gossip Girl: Complete Sixth and Final Season (3), 
3-33
Gravy Train, The (3), 4-36
Great Santini, The (3.5), 5-42
Grey’s Anatomy: Complete Eighth Season (3), 1-40
Grey’s Anatomy: Complete Ninth Season (2.5), 6-47
Greystoke: Legend of Tarzan, Lord of the Apes (3), 
5-42
Gypsy (3), 2-36
Hannah and Her Sisters (3.5), 2-36
Happy Endings: Complete Second Season (3), 1-41
Hart of Dixie: Complete First Season (2.5), 1-41

Hawaii Five-0: Second Season (3), 1-41
Hazel: Complete Fourth Season (2.5), 1-41
Heaven’s Gate (3.5), 1-41
Hell on Wheels: Complete Second Season (3), 6-47
Hells Angels on Wheels (2), 5-43
Hidden (3), 3-34
Highlander 2: Renegade Version (2), 3-34
Holliston: Complete First Season (3), 1-42
Hour 2 (3.5), 2-36
House of Cards Trilogy (3.5), 2-37
House of Cards: Complete First Season (3), 5-43
How the West Was Won: Complete First Season 
(2), 5-43
Hung: Complete Third Season (3), 1-42
Ice House, The (3), 1-42
Idolmaker, The (3), 6-47
Incredible Mel Brooks, The (3), 1-42
Indiscreet (3), 2-37
Ishtar (2), 5-43
Jack Benny Program: Lost Episodes (3.5), 5-43
Jack Taylor: Set 1 (3), 5-44
Jackson 5ive: Complete Animated Series (3), 2-38
James A. Michener’s Texas (2.5), 4-36
Justified: Complete Third Season (3), 2-38
Kathy Griffin Collection: Red, White + Raw (2.5), 
1-43
Kit Carson (2.5), 2-38
L.A. Complex: Complete Series (3.5), 6-47
Last Resort: Complete Series (2), 5-44
Late Mathias Pascal, The (3), 3-34
Les Visiteurs du Soir (3.5), 1-43
Letter from an Unknown Woman (3.5), 1-43
Life Is Sweet (4), 5-44
Little Fugitive (3.5), 3-34
Longmire: Complete First Season (3.5), 5-44
Looney Tunes Platinum Collection: Volume Two 
(3), 1-43
Lord Peter Wimsey Mysteries: Complete Collection 
(3.5), 4-37
Loretta Young Show: 100th Birthday Edition (2.5), 
3-34
Luck: Complete First Season (3.5), 2-38
Lucy Show: Official Sixth and Final Season (3), 1-43
Macbeth (3), 4-37
Mad Max Trilogy (3), 5-45
Mad Men: Season Five (3.5), 1-44
MADtv: Complete Second Season (3), 3-36
Magic City: The Complete First Season (2), 1-44
Maidstone and Other Films by Norman Mailer 
(1.5), 1-44
Maigret: Set 7 (3.5), 4-37
Man Escaped, A (3.5), 4-37
Man Vanishes, A (3.5), 2-38
Many Loves of Dobie Gillis: Complete Series (3), 
5-45
Masaki Kobayashi: Against the System (3.5), 4-37
Maverick: Complete Second Season (3), 4-38
McLintock! (3), 5-45
Men at Work: Complete First Season (2), 3-36
Mindy Project: Season One (3.5), 6-47
Miss Fisher’s Murder Mysteries, Series 1 (3), 3-36
Mob Doctor: Complete Series (3), 3-36
Mr. Selfridge (3), 4-38
Mystery Science Theater 3000 Volume XXVI (3.5), 
4-38
Nanook of the North/The Wedding of Palo (3), 4-38
Newsroom: Complete First Season (3), 5-45
Niagara (3), 6-48
Nightmare on Elm Street Collection, A (3), 3-36
Nurse Jackie: Season Four (3.5), 3-36
Office: Season Nine (2.5), 6-48
On Approval (3.5), 4-38
Orphan Black: Season One (3.5), 5-45
Pan Am: Complete Series (2.5), 2-39
Panic in the Streets (3), 4-39
Parade’s End (3), 4-39
Perception: Complete First Season (2), 4-39
Perfect Understanding (2), 5-46
Pier Paolo Pasolini’s Trilogy of Life (3.5), 2-39
Pierre Etaix (3.5), 4-39
Political Animals: Complete Series (3), 6-48
Portlandia: Season Two (3), 1-44
Qatsi Trilogy, The (3.5), 2-39
Ramrod (3.5), 1-44
Red Pony, The (3), 4-39
Red Widow: Complete First Season (3), 5-46
Revenge: Complete Second Season (3), 6-48
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Revolution: Complete First Season (3.5), 6-48
Rizzoli & Isles: Complete Third Season (3), 5-46
Roadie (2), 5-46
Safety Last! (3.5), 5-46
Sandlot, The (3.5), 4-40
Sapphire and Steel: Complete Series (2.5), 6-49
Saving Hope: Complete First Season (2.5), 4-40
Schizo (2.5), 2-39
Seven-Per-Cent Solution, The (3), 2-39
Shameless: Complete Second Season (3), 2-40
Shameless: Seasons 1 & 2 (3.5), 6-49
Simpsons: Fifteenth Season (3), 2-40
Smash: Season One (2.5), 2-40
Smash: Season Two (2.5), 6-49
Sometimes a Great Notion (3), 2-40
Sons of Anarchy: Season Five (3), 6-49
Southland: Complete Fifth and Final Season (3), 
6-49
Spy: Series One (3), 3-40
Stalingrad (3), 2-40
Suddenly (2.5), 2-41
Suits: Season Two (3), 5-47
Syndicate: Series 1 (2.5), 4-40
Thief of Bagdad, The (3.5), 3-40
Three Wicked Melodramas from Gainsborough 
Pictures (3), 1-44
To Be or Not to Be (4), 6-50
Touch: Complete First Season (2.5), 1-45
Tristana (3.5), 4-40
True Blood: Complete Fifth Season (3), 4-40
Twenty Twelve: Complete Series (3), 3-40
Twilight’s Last Gleaming (3), 1-45
Two Men in Manhattan (2.5), 6-50
Ultimate Gangsters Collection: Classics (3.5), 4-41
Ultimate Gangsters Collection: Contemporary (3), 
4-41
Unforgettable: First Season (2.5), 5-47
Universal Classic Monsters: The Essential Collection 
(3.5), 1-45
Upstairs Downstairs: Season Two (3), 1-45
Veep: Complete First Season (2.5), 3-40
Verdict, The (3.5), 4-41
Walking Dead: Complete Third Season (3), 6-50
War & Peace (3.5), 6-50
We Can’t Go Home Again (3), 1-46
Web Therapy: Complete Second Season (3), 5-47
What Ever Happened to Baby Jane? (3.5), 1-46
White Zombie (3), 2-41
Wolf Lake: Complete Series (3), 1-46
Women in Love (2.5), 4-41
World Without End (3), 2-41
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3 Blind Saints (3), 2-18
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4Some (2.5), 3-16
5 Broken Cameras (3.5), 1-68
6 Degrees of Hell (1), 1-18
9/11: Day That Changed the World (3.5), 1-66
10 Minute Solution: Tighten & Tone Pilates (3), 
2-58
10 Years On: Afghanistan & Pakistan (3), 1-67
10th Parallel (3), 6-57
11 Flowers (3), 5-20
17 Girls (3), 1-18
21 & Over (1.5), 4-16
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30 Rock: Season 7—The Final Season (3), 4-34
45 Minutes from Broadway (2), 5-20
55 Socks (4), 3-42
56 Up (4), 4-16
100 Bloody Acres (3), 6-18
110% (3), 4-57
180 Days: A Year Inside an American High School 
(3.5), 5-60
360 (2), 2-18
401(k) Magic (3), 6-68
900 Days (3.5), 2-65
2016: Obama’s America (1.5), 1-53
54321 + 8: Countdown to Your Health (3.5), 1-59

(A)Sexual: A Minority No Longer Silent (3), 2-60
ABCs of Death, The (2), 3-16
Abolitionists, The (4), 3-61
Abraham Lincoln (2.5), 1-37
ADD & Loving It?! (3.5), 1-59
Adelaide di Borgogna (3), 3-67
Advanced Vinyasa Flow Yoga: Strength and Balance 
(3.5), 3-54
Adventures in Plymptoons! (3), 1-71
Aerosmith: Rock for the Rising Sun (3), 6-80
Affair of the Heart, An (3), 4-16
Africa (4), 3-54
African Christianity Rising (3), 4-45
African Election, An (3), 1-53
After Kony: Staging Hope (3), 2-49
After Newtown: Guns in America (3), 6-58
Agrofuels: Starving People, Feeding Greed (2.5), 
6-58
Ai Weiwei: Never Sorry (3), 2-68
Aida (2), 5-83
Ain’t In It for My Health: A Film about Levon Helm 
(3), 6-74
Alanis Morissette: Live at Montreux 2012 (2.5), 4-66
Alaska Gold (3), 1-54
Alaska, the World & Wally Hickel (3.5), 6-74
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Alois Nebel (3), 3-16
Alps (2.5), 2-18
Amazing World of Gumball (3.5), 2-42
Amazing World of Gumball: The Party (3), 6-51
American Courtesans (3), 5-66
American Horror Story: Complete First Season (3), 
1-37
American Mary (1), 5-20
Americano (3), 1-18
Ancient Computer (3), 5-67
And Then It’s Spring (2.5), 5-50
André Gregory: Before and After Dinner (3.5), 5-75
Angel and the Badman (3), 6-41
Anger Management: Season One (3), 2-35
Angry Beavers: The Complete Series (3), 6-51
Anna Karenina (2), 2-18
Anna, Emma and the Condors (3.5), 3-44
Anne Braden: Southern Patriot (3.5), 1-71
Annika Bengtzon: Crime Reporter 6-41
Another (3), 6-78
Another Country (3.5), 3-32
Any Day Now (3), 2-18
Apparition, The (1), 1-18
Appleseed XIII: The Complete Series (2), 5-82
Aquabats! Super Show! Season One! (3.5), 4-42
Arabella (3.5), 1-75
Arabian Horse: A Gift from the Desert (3), 2-55
Arcadia (3), 5-20
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Ariane et Barbe-bleue (3), 3-67
Arthritis Rx (3), 6-65
Arthur Newman (2.5), 6-18
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As Goes Janesville (3), 3-46
At the Gate of the Ghost (3.5), 4-16
Atomic Mom (3.5), 1-67
Atomic States of America, The (3), 2-50
Attila (3.5), 2-74
Augustine (3), 6-18
Augustine: A Voice for All Generations (3.5), 6-56
Australia’s First 4 Billion Years (3.5), 6-64
Autobiography of Nicolae Ceausescu (2.5), 5-76
Awakening, The (3), 1-18
Awful Dr. Orlof, The (3), 6-41
Babar: The Movie (3), 4-34
Baby Peggy: The Elephant in the Room (3.5), 6-75
Bachelorette (2.5), 4-16
Badlands (3.5), 4-34
Ballad of Narayama, The (4), 3-32
Banshee: Complete First Season (3), 5-40
Barbie in the Pink Shoes (2.5), 3-42
Barbie Mariposa & the Fairy Princess (2.5), 6-51
Barrymore (3), 4-18

Basketball Game, The (3), 4-42
Bates Motel: Season One (3), 6-41
Battlestar Galactica: Blood & Chrome (2), 3-32
Bay of Blood, A (2.5), 6-41
Beatrice di Tenda (3), 6-80
Beautiful Creatures (2.5), 3-18
Beauty Is Embarrassing (3.5), 2-68
Bedroom Body (3), 4-52
Beetlejuice: The Complete Series (3), 4-42
Before Midnight (4), 6-18
Before You Hook Up (3.5), 2-53
Behind the Candelabra (3.5), 6-18
Being Human: Complete Second Season (3), 2-35
Berserk—The Golden Age, Arc I: The Egg of the 
King (3), 3-66
Bert Stern: Original Mad Man (3), 5-76
Best of I Love Toy Trains Parts 1-6 (3), 6-51
Best of Latino Laugh Festival (3), 4-58
Bestiaire (3), 3-18
Betty Boop: Essential Collection, Volume 1 (3), 6-42
Beyond The Walls (2.5), 5-20
Bible, The (3), 4-34
Bidder 70 (3.5), 5-56
Big Mouth (3), 5-50
Big Picture, The (3), 4-18
Big Picture: Rethinking Dyslexia (3), 3-46
Big Swell, The (3), 5-68
Big Wedding, The (1), 5-20
Bill W. (3.5), 5-76
Birders: The Central Park Effect (3.5), 2-56
Birth Story: Ina May Gaskin and the Farm Midwives 
(3), 6-65
Black Africa White Marble (3.5), 6-58
Black Kungfu Experience, The (3), 6-58
Black Like Me (3), 1-37
Black Rock (1), 5-22
Black Sabbath (3), 5-40
Blackfish (3.5), 6-3
Blancanieves (3), 6-20
Blandings: Series 1 (3), 6-42
Bleak Night (3.5), 3-18
Bless Me, Ultima (3), 6-20
Blessing Europe: The Legacy of the Celtic Saints 
(3.5), 3-46
Bletchley Circle: Cracking a Killer’s Code (3), 4-34
Bling Ring, The (2), 5-22
Blood and Sand (2.5), 6-42
Blood Brother (3), 6-59
Blood of the Vine: Season 1 (3), 5-40
Blood-C: Complete Series (3), 4-65
Boardwalk Empire: Complete Third Season (3), 6-42
Bob Milne in Concert: Volume 1 (3), 5-83
Bonanza: Official Fifth Season, Vol. 1 (3.5), 3-32
Bonanza: Official Sixth Season, Vol. 1 (3.5), 5-40
Boogiepop and Others (3), 1-18
Booker’s Place: A Mississippi Story (3), 1-54
Boom Varietal: The Rise of Argentine Malbec (3), 
5-66
Booster (2), 1-19
Borgias: Final Season (3), 6-42
Born Fighting (3), 2-65
Born to Royalty (3), 6-72
Boss: Season Two (2.5), 4-34
Bottle in the Gaza Sea, A (3), 4-18
Boy (3), 5-22
Boy Game, The (3), 2-50
Brainwave (2.5), 6-56
Branca’s Pitch (3.5), 6-20
Branded (1), 1-19
Branding Illness (3), 1-60
Breaking Bad: The Fifth Season (3.5), 5-40
Breath of the Gods (3.5), 4-52
Breathing (3.5), 2-19
Briars in the Cottonpatch: The Story of 
Koinonia Farm (4), 3-61
Broadway Musicals: A Jewish Legacy (3), 4-58
Broken City (2), 3-18
Bronte Sisters, The (3), 6-44
Brooklyn Brothers Beat the Best (2.5), 2-19
Brooklyn Castle (3), 5-68
Brothers on the Line (3), 4-60
Bruce Lee Double Feature: The Way of the Dragon/
Game of Death (3), 4-35
Bryan Ferry: Live in Lyon (3), 6-80
Bullet Collector (3), 3-18
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Bullet to the Head (2), 4-18
Bully (3), 1-19
Bunohan: Return to Murder (3), 4-18
Bus Stop (3), 6-44
Business Advice for Organic Farmers (3), 1-62
Butter (3), 1-19
Byzantium (2.5), 6-20
C: Control—The Money and Soul of Possibility (3), 
1-73
C(h)oeurs (2.5), 1-75
Caillou: Let’s Go Sledding (3), 6-55
California Solo (3), 2-19
Californication: Fifth Season (2), 2-35
Call, The (2), 4-18
Call Me Kuchu (3.5), 6-58
Call the Midwife: Season One (3.5), 1-67
Call the Midwife: Season Two (3), 5-40
Can I Eat That? (3.5), 3-56
Cape Spin! An American Power Struggle (3.5), 2-50
Captivated: Finding Freedom in a Media Captive 
Culture (3), 2-48
Carbon for Water (2.5), 6-60
Cardboard Bernini, The (3), 5-70
Care Farms of the Netherlands (3), 2-47
Cat in Paris, A (3), 1-19
Catching Hearts (2.5), 5-22
Celebrity Trials in the Media (2.5), 2-54
Central Park Five, The (3.5), 3-62
Certain Magical Index, Part One (2.5), 3-66
Certain Scientific Railgun, Part One (2.5), 5-82
Champion (3.5), 4-35
Charge (3.5), 5-69
Charulata (4), 6-44
Chasing Ice (3.5), 6-60
Chasing Mavericks (2), 2-19
Cheech & Chong’s Animated Movie (2.5), 4-20
Chely Wright: Wish Me Away (3), 1-62
Chicken with Plums (3), 2-19
Children and Grief (3.5), 5-54
Children Who Chase Lost Voices (3), 2-73
China Heavyweight (3), 2-61
Chowder (3), 2-42
Christopher Cross: A Night in Paris (3), 5-83
Chronicle of a Summer (4), 3-32
Cinderella (3.5), 1-38
Ciro in Babilonia (3), 6-80
Cirque du Soleil: Worlds Away (2.5), 3-20
Citadel (3), 2-20
Clandestine Childhood (3), 4-20
Cleopatra (3), 4-35
Client List: Complete First Season (2), 3-33
Clip (2.5), 5-22
Cloth Doll Making (3), 4-58
Cloudburst (2.5), 5-24
Code of the West (3), 1-54
Cold Light of Day, The (1.5), 1-20
Collection, The (1), 3-20
Colón Ring, The (2), 5-83
Colorful: The Motion Picture (3), 5-82
Coma (2), 1-38
Come in Spinner (2), 5-41
Come Out and Play (1.5), 5-24
Community: Complete Fourth Season (3), 6-44
Company You Keep, The (3), 5-24
Computer Chess (3), 6-20
Condemned, The (2), 3-20
Connected (3), 3-47
Constitution USA (3.5), 6-60
Continuum: Season One (2.5), 3-33
Copper: Season One (3), 1-38
Cornwall with Caroline Quentin (3), 1-71
Corpo Celeste (3), 1-20
Cosmopolis (2), 1-20
Create a Great Plate: MyPlate Dietary Guidelines 
(3), 4-52
Creating Mobile Apps (3), 6-68
Credit DVD, 3rd Edition (3.5), 3-57
Crimes Against the Environment (3), 2-54
Crimson Petal and the White, The (3), 1-38
Critter Sitter & Lulu’s Magic Wand (3), 2-42
Croods, The (2), 5-24
Cunning Little Vixen, The (3), 5-83
Curious George Swings Into Spring (3), 3-42
Curtis Harrington Short Film Collection (3), 6-44

Cut to the Chase: Charley Chase Collection (3), 
1-38
Da Vinci’s Demons: Complete First Season (2.5), 
6-45
Daditude (2), 4-58
Dallas: Complete First Season (3), 2-35
Damages: Final Season (3), 6-45
Damned, The (3.5), 6-45
Dance & Quartet: Three Ballets by Heinz Spoerli 
(3), 6-80
Dance Off the Inches: Latin Cardio Party (3), 2-58
Dangerous Edge: A Life of Graham Greene (3.5), 
5-76
Dangerous Liaisons (3.5), 3-20
Dare to Cook—Thanksgiving (3.5), 6-66
Das Labyrinth (2.5), 4-66
Data Mining (2.5), 4-46
Day He Arrives, The (3.5), 2-20
Day I Saw Your Heart, The (3), 1-20
Day of the Falcon (3), 4-20
Dead in France (2), 3-20
Dead Man Down (2), 4-20
Dead Man’s Burden (3.5), 5-24
Deadfall (2.5), 2-
Deadman Wonderland: Complete Series (2.5), 1-73
Death and the Civil War (3.5), 1-68
Death by China (3.5), 5-68
Death in Venice (3.5), 5-84
Deathtrap (3), 2-35
Deceptive Practice (3.5), 4-56
Defiant Requiem (4), 6-72
Definitive Guide to the Mob (3.5), 6-63
Delete: The Art of Forgetting (3), 1-50
Der Ring des Nibelungen (3.5), 5-84
Design Your Own Wardrobe (3), 6-68
Despicable Me 2 (3), 6-22
Detective De Luca (3.5), 5-41
Detropia (3.5), 2-50
Devil and Miss Jones, The (3), 4-35
Dexter: The Seventh Season (3), 4-36
Diaghilev and the Ballets Russes (3.5), 6-70
Dial M for Murder (2.5), 1-40
Diana Vreeland: The Eye Has to Travel (3), 2-20
Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Dog Days (2.5), 1-20
Die Meistersinger von Nürnberg (3.5), 2-74
Die Nibelungen (3.5), 1-40
Die Soldaten (3.5), 6-81
Digital Smarts: Behaving Ethically Online (3.5), 
4-49
Dio: Finding the Sacred Heart (3), 5-84
Dirt Road to Psychedelia (3), 5-70
Disabilities at Work (3.5), 1-63
Discoveries…America National Parks: Alaska’s 
Katmai, Lake Clark & Alagnak (3.5), 3-63
Discoveries…America National Parks: Alaska’s 
Wrangell-St. Elias (3), 1-71
Discoveries…America National Parks: Grand 
Canyon (3.5), 4-63
Discoveries…America National Parks: Hawaii (3.5), 
2-67
Discoveries…America National Parks: Ohio’s 
Cuyahoga Valley (3), 6-71
Discoveries…America National Parks: Yosemite 
(3.5), 5-75
Divorcing God: Secularism and the Republic (1.5), 
5-54
Do You Have What It Takes? (3), 2-60
Do-Deca-Pentathlon, The (3), 2-20
Doctor Faustus (3), 4-59
Doctor Who: Series Seven, Part One (3), 1-40
Doctors of the Dark Side (3.5), 3-48
Don Carlo (2.5), 5-84
Don’t Stop Believin’: Everyman’s Journey (2.5), 
6-22
Doomsday Book (2.5), 2-22
Doomsday Preppers: Season 1 (3), 2-50
Doors: Live at the Bowl ’68 (3.5), 1-75
Dove è Amore è Gelosia (3.5), 6-81
Downton Abbey: Season 3 (3.5), 2-35
Dr. Lisa: Yoga Blast (3), 2-58
Dragons: Riders of Berk, Part 1 (3), 6-51
Drawing with Mark (3), 5-50
Dream Share Project, The (2.5), 5-54
Dredd (2), 1-20
Drew: The Man Behind the Poster (3), 4-63

Drinking Buddies (3), 6-22
Drop Dead Diva: Complete Fourth Season (3), 5-41
Dropout Nation (3.5), 3-52
Duch: Master of the Forges of Hell (3), 5-78
Duck Dodgers: Dark Side of the Duck, Season One 
(2.5), 3-42
Due Process (3), 2-54
Dust Up (1), 1-22
Dying Green (3), 4-46
Earth From Space (3.5), 5-63
Earth Science Superpack (4), 5-63
Easy Money (3.5), 4-20
Eddie: The Sleepwalking Cannibal (3), 4-22
Education of Michelle Rhee, The (3), 4-50
Education Under Arrest (3), 5-59
Edwardian Farm (3), 5-73
Edwina: The Dinosaur Who Didn’t Know She Was 
Extinct (3.5), 1-49
Elder Project, The (3), 3-47
Electric Button (Moon & Cherry) (3), 3-20
Element: Intro to Yoga (3), 2-58
Elementary: First Season (3.5), 6-45
Elena (3.5), 3-22
Elmo’s World: All Day with Elmo (3), 3-42
Elvis & Madonna (2), 1-22
Emergency Preparedness: Awareness & Survival 
(3.5), 1-60
Emerging Drugs of Abuse (3), 1-57
End of Watch (3), 1-22
Endeavour (3.5), 6-45
Endgame: AIDS in Black America (3), 1-54
Enlightened: Complete First Season (3), 2-36
Enlightened: Complete Second Season (3), 6-46
Epic (2.5), 5-26
Ergo Proxy: Complete Series (3), 1-73
Erroll Garner: No One Can Hear You Read (3.5), 
3-64
Escape Fire (3.5), 2-57
Ethel (3), 5-78
Ethiopia Dances for Joy! (3), 6-81
Etta James: Live at Montreux 1993 (3), 1-75
Eugene Onegin (3), 5-84
Eureka Seven AO: Astral Ocean, Part 1 (3), 6-78
Evocateur: The Morton Downey Jr. Movie (3), 6-22
Excision (1.5), 1-22
Exile: A Myth Unearthed (3), 6-72
Exorcist in the 21st Century, The (3), 4-45
Extraordinary Adventures of Adèle Blanc-Sec (3.5), 
6-22
Eye of the Storm, The (3), 1-22
Face 2 Face (2.5), 4-44
Facebook Follies (3), 3-47
Falling Skies: Complete Second Season (3), 5-41
Falls, The (3), 1-22
Falstaff (3), 6-81
Families of Italy (3), 2-42
Family Ties: Seventh and Final Season (2.5), 6-46
Family Ties: Sixth Season (2.5), 4-36
Fast & Furious 6 (3), 6-22
Fat Albert and the Cosby Kids (4), 5-52
Father Goose (3), 5-42
Fatherland (3), 4-61
Faultless: The American Orphan (3), 6-56
FCA! 35 Tour: An Evening with Peter Frampton 
(3.5), 2-74
Fear and Desire (3), 1-40
Fela Kuti Double Feature: Teacher Don’t Teach Me 
Nonsense / Berliner Jazztage (3), 1-75
Femme Fatales: Complete First Season (2.5), 3-33
Femme Fatales: Complete Second Season (2.5), 5-42
Ferlinghetti: A Rebirth of Wonder (3.5), 5-78
File on Thelma Jordon, The (3), 5-42
Fill the Void (3), 6-24
First Position (3.5), 2-62
First Response: Complete Guide to Breathing 
Emergencies, Medical Emergencies and Poisons 
(3.5), 3-54
Flat, The (3), 3-47
Flower in Otomi (3), 5-79
Flying House Project, The (2), 2-62
Flying Swords of Dragon Gate (2.5), 2-22
Fold Crumple Crush: The Art of El Anatsui (2.5), 
4-59
Follow Me: The Yoni Netanyahu Story (3.5), 3-64
Follow the Leader (2.5), 2-51



V I D E O  L I B R A R I A N N O V E M B E R / D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 394

Food Allergies (3), 1-60
Foolish Wives (3.5), 6-46
For a Good Time, Call… (3), 1-23
For Ellen (2.5), 3-22
For Love’s Sake (2.5), 6-24
For the Glory (3), 5-26
Forgiveness of Blood, The (3.5), 1-23
Forgotten Space, The (3), 4-55
Found Memories (3), 2-22
Frances Ha (3), 6-24
Frank Zappa: A Token of His Extreme (3), 5-86
Frankenweenie (3.5), 1-23
Fred & Vinnie (3), 2-22
Freddie Mercury: The Great Pretender (3), 1-72
Free Angela and All Political Prisoners (3.5), 6-24
Free Radicals: A History of Experimental Film (3), 
3-58
Freezing (1.5), 1-73
Frenemies: Unhealthy Relationships (3.5), 6-63
Fringe: Complete Fifth and Final Season (3), 4-36
From Dust to Dreams (3), 2-74
From the Head (3), 5-26
From Up on Poppy Hill (3), 6-24
Frozen Ground, The (2), 6-24
Fruit Hunters, The (3.5), 5-67
Fun Size (1.5), 2-22
Functional Fitness: Pain Free Back & Neck (3), 1-60
Future, The (3), 6-26
Future is Now! (3.5), 2-51
G-Dog (3), 4-47
G.I. Joe: Retaliation (2), 4-22
Game Change (3), 2-24
Game of Thrones: Complete Second Season (3.5), 
3-33
Gandu (2.5), 2-24
Garbage: One Mile High...Live (2.5), 5-86
Garden of Words, The (3), 6-78
Gary Moore: Blues for Jimi (3), 2-74
Gatekeepers, The (4), 4-22
Gay, Straight & Accepted (3), 4-50
Gayby (2), 2-24
Gentle Yoga for Every Body (3), 2-58
George Lopez: Complete 3rd Season (2.5), 5-42
George Lopez: It’s Not Me, It’s You (3), 2-63
Getaway (1.5), 6-26
Ghastly Love of Johnny X, The (3), 3-22
Giant Mechanical Man, The (3), 1-23
Giants, The (2.5), 4-22
Ginger & Rosa (2.5), 5-26
Giovanna d’Arco (3), 2-75
Girl, The (2), 4-22
Girl & a Gun, A (3.5), 5-56
Girl Like Her, A (3.5), 5-56
Girls: Complete First Season (3), 2-36
Girls: Complete Second Season (3), 6-46
Give Up Tomorrow (3.5), 1-57
Go Go Crazy (3), 1-23
Going by the Book (3.5), 4-24
Golden Age of Toy Trains, The (3.5), 4-58
Good Wife: Fourth Season (3), 6-46
Goodnight, Goodnight, Construction Site (3.5), 
2-43
Gossip Girl: Complete Sixth and Final Season (3), 
3-33
Gottfried Helnwein and the Dreaming Child (2.5), 
3-59
Gravy Train, The (3), 4-36
Great Authors of the British Isles (3), 5-70
Great Gatsby, The (3), 5-26
Great Irish Authors (3.5), 5-70
Great Santini, The (3.5), 5-42
Great Zebra Exodus (3), 6-64
Greatest Ears in Town, The (3.5), 6-76
Green Wave, The (3.5), 6-26
Greenwich Village: Music That Defined a 
Generation (3), 5-56
Gregg Allman: I’m No Angel—Live on Stage (3), 
1-76
Gregory Crewdson: Brief Encounters (3.5), 4-59
Grey’s Anatomy: Complete Eighth Season (3), 1-40
Grey’s Anatomy: Complete Ninth Season (2.5), 6-47
Greystoke: Legend of Tarzan, Lord of the Apes (3), 
5-42
Grief & Loss: A Child’s Perspective (3), 1-52

Grieving the Sudden Death of a Loved One (3), 
2-47
Groundhogs: Live at the Astoria (2.5), 1-76
Grrrl Love and Revolution: Riot Grrrl NYC (2.5), 
2-51
Guilty Crown, Part 1 (3), 6-78
Guilty Pleasures (3.5), 1-62
Gypsy (3), 2-36
Haganai: I Don’t Have Many Friends (2), 6-78
Half the Sky (3), 2-51
Hangover, Part III (2), 5-28
Hannah and Her Sisters (3.5), 2-36
Hannah Arendt (3.5), 6-26
Hansel & Gretel: Witch Hunters (2), 3-22
Hansel & Gretel Get Baked (1), 6-26
Happy Endings: Complete Second Season (3), 1-41
Happy People: A Year in the Taiga (3.5), 3-22
Happy Poet, The (3), 5-28
Hara-Kiri: Death of a Samurai (3.5), 2-24
Harlem Voices: The Poetry of Langston Hughes (3), 
6-70
Hart of Dixie: Complete First Season (2.5), 1-41
Harvest of Empire: Untold Story of Latinos in 
America (3), 3-48
Hava Nagila (3), 3-59
Have You Heard from Johannesburg (3.5), 2-65
Hawaii Five-0: Second Season (3), 1-41
Hazel: Complete Fourth Season (2.5), 1-41
Head Games (3), 6-69
Heat, The (2.5), 6-28
Heaven’s Gate (3.5), 1-41
Heaven’s Memo Pad: Complete Collection (3), 1-74
Hell on Wheels: Complete Second Season (3), 6-47
Hello I Must Be Going (3.5), 1-24
Hells Angels on Wheels (2), 5-43
Hemel (3), 3-22
Hemingway & Gellhorn (3), 4-24
Henry Clay and the Struggle for the Union (3.5), 
2-65
Henry Ford (3), 4-63
Here I Learned to Love (3.5), 2-66
Herman’s House (3.5), 5-58
Hermano (3), 1-24
Hi! Fly Guy (3), 2-42
Hidden (3), 3-34
High Fructose Adventures of Annoying Orange 
Escape from the Kitchen (2), 3-43
High Ground (3.5), 1-69
Highlander 2: Renegade Version (2), 3-34
Hip Hop Walk (3), 2-59
Hipsters (3), 2-24
History of the Eagles (3.5), 5-86
Hitchcock (3), 2-24
Hitler’s Children (3), 3-24
Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey (3), 2-25
Holding on to Jah (3.5), 1-68
Hole Story, The (3), 4-47
Holistic Orcharding with Michael Phillips (3.5), 
4-55
Holliston: Complete First Season (3), 1-42
Hollywood to Dollywood (3), 1-24
Honor & Sacrifice: The Roy Matsumoto Story (3.5), 
6-74
Host, The (1), 4-24
Hot Flash Havoc (3), 1-61
Hotel Transylvania (2), 1-24
Hour 2 (3.5), 2-36
House at the End of the Street (1), 1-24
House of Cards: Complete First Season (3), 5-43
House of Cards Trilogy (3.5), 2-37
How Does It Feel (3), 3-65
How Racism Harms White Americans (2.5), 6-60
How the West Was Won: Complete First Season 
(2), 5-43
How to Lose Your Virginity (3), 6-66
How to Survive a Plague (3), 3-62
Human Frames: Fear (2.5), 6-70
Human Geography: Making Sense of Planet Earth 
(3), 6-72
Hung: Complete Third Season (3), 1-42
Hungarian Rhapsody: Queen—Live in Budapest 
(3.5), 1-76
Hungry for Change (3), 1-60
Hungry Tide, The (3.5), 5-63
Hunt, The (3.5), 6-28

Hunt for Bin Laden, The (3), 3-62
Hurricane Sandy: Inside the Megastorm (3), 4-60
Hyakko (3), 4-65
I Am: SMTOWN Live (3), 2-75
I Am Bruce Lee (3), 2-68
I Do (3), 5-28
I Killed My Mother (3), 6-28
I Masnadieri (2.5), 3-67
I Puritani (3), 1-76
I Vespri Siciliani (2.5), 4-66
I Wish (3), 1-24
I’m Fast! (3), 4-42
I’m Now: The Story of Mudhoney (3.5), 3-67
Ice House, The (3), 1-42
Iceman, The (2), 5-28
iDOLm@ster Xenoglossia: Collection 1 (2), 1-74
Idolmaker, The (3), 6-47
If I Were You (3.5), 4-24
Ike & Tina: On the Road 1971-72 (3), 2-75
Il Barbiere di Siviglia (2.5), 1-77
Il Corsaro (3), 4-66
Il Flaminio (3.5), 3-67
Il Prigionier Superbo/La Serva Padrona (3), 1-77
Il Trovatore (3), 5-86
Illegal (3), 4-24
I’m Carolyn Parker (3.5), 2-68
Imposter, The (3), 1-26
In Another Country (2.5), 4-24
In Search of Memory (3.5), 3-46
In the Family (3.5), 5-28
In the Fog (3), 5-29
In the Footsteps of Liszt (3), 1-72
In the House (3.5), 6-28
In Their Skin (3), 3-24
In Vogue: The Editor’s Eye (3), 6-68
Incarnation: Keeping God in the Flesh (3), 2-48
Incident in New Baghdad (2.5), 1-68
Incredible Mel Brooks, The (3), 1-42
Indiscreet (3), 2-37
Inocente (4), 2-51
Inside Obama’s Presidency (3), 4-48
Internship, The (2), 6-28
Into the Cold (4), 2-3
Intouchables, The (3), 2-25
Introducing the Transcendentalists (2.5), 5-55
Invoking Justice (3.5), 3-52
Iolanta/Perséphone (3), 1-77
Iphigénie en Aulide/Iphigénie en Tauride (3.5), 4-66
Iron Man 3 (3), 5-29
Iron Sky (2), 1-26
Is This a Zombie? (2.5), 3-66
Ishtar (2), 5-43
Island President, The (3.5), 1-72
It Was Rape (3), 4-54
It’s a Disaster (3), 5-29
It’s a SpongeBob Christmas! (3), 6-55
Jack Benny Program: Lost Episodes (3.5), 5-43
Jack Reacher (3), 3-24
Jack Taylor: Set 1 (3), 5-44
Jackson 5ive: Complete Animated Series (3), 2-38
Jacob (1), 4-26
James A. Michener’s Texas (2.5), 4-36
Jason Becker: Not Dead Yet (3), 2-68
Jedi Junkies (3), 3-59
JJ Grey & Mofro: Brighter Days (3), 4-67
Joan Rivers: Don’t Start with Me (3), 2-64
Jobs (2), 6-30
Joe Frazier: When the Smoke Clears (3.5), 2-69
John Cage: Journeys in Sound (3), 2-75
John Wesley: The Man and His Mission (3), 6-56
Jon Lord: Concerto for Group and Orchestra (3), 
6-81
Joshua Tree, 1951: A Portrait of James Dean (3), 
5-29
Journey of the Universe: Conversations (3), 4-50
Journey to the Sea of Cortez (3.5), 5-64
Julian Bond: Reflections from the Frontlines of the 
Civil Rights Movement (3.5), 4-61
Jussi Björling: He Sang with a Tear in His Voice (3), 
6-75
Just Around the Corner (3), 1-61
Justice League: Flashpoint Paradox (3), 6-30
Justified: Complete Third Season (3), 2-38
Kali the Little Vampire (3), 3-43
K-On! The Movie (2.5), 6-78
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Kapitalism: Our Secret Recipe (3), 2-66
Kathy Griffin Collection: Red, White + Raw (2.5), 
1-43
Kati with an I (3), 2-25
Katt Williams: Kattpacalypse (1.5), 1-64
Keep the Lights On (3), 1-26
Kenya Moore: Booty Boot Camp (2.5), 4-53
Khmer Rouge: A Simple Matter of Justice (3), 5-60
Kid with a Bike, The (3.5), 1-26
Kids on the Slope: Complete Collection (3.5), 4-65
Killer Joe (1), 1-26
Killing Lincoln (2), 5-29
Kind Hearted Woman (4), 5-78
King Lear (2), 5-70
King of Thorn (3), 2-73
Kings of Summer, The (3.5), 5-3
Kiss of the Damned (2.5), 5-30
Kit Carson (2.5), 2-38
Knuckleball! (3.5), 3-58
Koch (3), 5-30
Kon-Tiki (3.5), 5-30
Kung Fu Panda: Legends of Awesomeness (3), 5-50
L.A. Complex: Complete Series (3.5), 6-47
L’Olimpiade (3.5), 4-67
La Battaglia di Legnano (2.5), 4-67
La Bohème (2.5), 2-76
La Didone (3.5), 1-77
La Forza del Destino (2.5), 5-87
La Maison de la Radio (3), 6-70
La Salustia (3), 3-68
La Sirga (3), 5-30
La Sonnambula (3), 6-82
La Source (3), 5-58
La Traviata (2.5), 1-78
La Traviata (2.5), 4-67
La Voix Humaine (3), 4-67
Lady Antebellum: Own the Night World Tour (3), 
2-76
Lapland Odyssey (2.5), 2-25
Last Flight of Petr Ginz, The (3.5), 3-64
Last Resort: Complete Series (2), 5-44
Last Shop Standing (3.5), 5-71
Last Stand, The (2.5), 3-24
Last Tycoon, The (2.5), 6-30
Late Bloomers (2), 4-26
Late Mathias Pascal, The (3), 3-34
Latinos Beyond Reel (3), 5-71
Laurence Anyways (3), 6-30
Law in These Parts, The (3.5), 3-48
Le Grand Macabre (3), 1-78
Le Nozze di Figaro (3.5), 1-78
Le Nozze di Figaro (3), 4-68
Le Nozze di Figaro (3.5), 6-82
LeapFrog—Scout & Friends (3.5), 2-47
Least Among Saints (2), 4-26
Led Zeppelin: Celebration Day (3.5), 1-78
Lee Hendrickson’s Creative Travel Photography 
(3.5), 5-69
Legacy of Peace (2), 1-52
Legend of a Warrior (2), 5-79
Legend of Korra—Book One: Air (3.5), 5-50
LEGO Batman: The Movie (2.5), 5-52
LEGO Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Out (3), 4-42
Les Misérables (3.5), 2-25
Les Visiteurs du Soir (3.5), 1-43
Leslie Sansone—Just Walk: Belly Blasting Walk (3), 
4-53
Let My People Go! (3), 5-30
Let the Music Play: Story of the Doobie Brothers 
(3), 2-76
Letter from an Unknown Woman (3.5), 1-43
Letters from Jackie: Private Thoughts of Jackie 
Robinson (3), 6-75
Letters to an Unknown Daughter (3), 1-52
Level 42: Live (2), 6-82
Level E: The Complete Series (3), 3-66
Leviathan (2.5), 5-64
Liberace: The Ultimate Entertainer (2.5), 4-68
Lidia Celebrates America (3.5), 6-67
Life Is Sweet (4), 5-44
Life of Muhammad, The (3.5), 6-75
Lifelong Physical Activity (3), 4-53
Light in Her Eyes, The (3), 2-48
Light Thief, The (3), 1-28
Little Fugitive (3.5), 3-34

Little White Lies (2.5), 3-24
Littlest Pet Shop: Petacular Escapades (3), 6-52
Living Downstream (3.5), 6-61
Liz & Dick (1), 4-26
LMNO Peas (3), 6-52
Lo Frate ’Nnamorato (3.5), 5-87
LOGIN 2 LIFE (3), 4-48
London: The Modern Babylon (3.5), 5-74
Lone Ranger, The (2), 6-30
Longmire: Complete First Season (3.5), 5-44
Looney Tunes Platinum Collection: Volume Two 
(3), 1-43
Looper (3), 1-28
Lord Peter Wimsey Mysteries: Complete Collection 
(3.5), 4-37
Lore (3.5), 3-3
Loretta Young Show: 100th Birthday Edition (2.5), 
3-34
Lost and Sound (3), 3-59
Lost Angels: Skid Row is My Home (3.5), 5-58
Lost in Living (3.5), 6-66
Lots & Lots of Monster Trucks, Vol. 2 (3.5), 3-43
Love and Valor (3), 2-66
Love for Levon: A Benefit to Save the Barn (3), 3-68
Love Free or Die (3.5), 3-56
Love, Hate & Everything in Between (3), 4-45
Love Hate Love (3), 6-60
Love Is All You Need (3), 6-32
Love Under Fire (2.5), 5-81
Lovelace (3), 6-32
Luck: Complete First Season (3.5), 2-38
Lucky (3), 4-26
Lucy Show: Official Sixth and Final Season (3), 1-43
Luisa Miller (3.5), 3-68
LuLu Sessions, The (3.5), 6-64
Lupin the Third: The Woman Called Fujiko Mine 
(3), 6-79
Luv (3), 4-26
Macbeth (3), 3-68
Macbeth (3), 4-37
Mad Max Trilogy (3), 5-45
Mad Men: Season Five (3.5), 1-44
Madly Madagascar (2), 3-44
Madrid, 1987 (2.5), 3-26
MADtv: Complete Second Season (3), 3-36
Magic City: The Complete First Season (2), 1-44
Magic Flute, The (2.5), 3-68
Maidstone and Other Films by Norman Mailer 
(1.5), 1-44
Maigret: Set 7 (3.5), 4-37
Makers: Women Who Make America (3.5), 5-73
Mama C: Urban Warrior in the African Bush (3), 
2-69
Man Escaped, A (3.5), 4-37
Man Vanishes, A (3.5), 2-38
Man Who Shook the Hand of Vincente Fernandez 
(2.5), 4-27
Man with the Iron Fists, The (2), 2-26
Manhunt: Boston Bombers (3), 6-63
Mankind: The Story of All of Us (2.5), 2-66
Manon Lescaut (2.5), 6-82
Man’s Story, A (2.5), 2-69
Mansome (2), 2-26
Many Loves of Dobie Gillis: Complete Series (3), 
5-45
Mao’s Great Famine (3.5), 5-74
Margaret Thatcher: The Iron Lady (3.5), 4-63
Maria Prean: Life Gets Better and Better (3.5), 4-45
Maria Watches Over Us: Season One (3.5), 1-74
Mariachi High (3), 1-64
Marsh Mud Madness (3), 5-52
Masaki Kobayashi: Against the System (3.5), 4-37
Masquerade (3.5), 5-32
Mass Effect: Paragon Lost (2), 2-73
Master, The (3), 2-26
Math Tools in Action: Journals (3), 3-53
Maverick: Complete Second Season (3), 4-38
Mayo Clinic Diet, The (3), 4-53
McLintock! (3), 5-45
Meanwhile (3), 4-27
Measuring Methods for Artists (3.5), 2-64
Médée (3.5), 3-69
Meet the Fokkens (3), 4-54
Meet the Frackers (3), 5-58
Meet the Small Potatoes (2.5), 5-52

Mel Brooks: Make a Noise (3.5), 4-64
Men at Work: Complete First Season (2), 3-36
Men Who Built America, The (3), 4-62
Merce Cunningham Dance Company (3.5), 2-76
Meschino Weight Loss Program, The (3.5), 3-55
Method to the Madness of Jerry Lewis (3), 2-70
Mike + the Mechanics + Paul Carrack (2.5), 6-82
Miles Davis with Quincy Jones & the Gil Evans 
Orchestra (3.5), 4-68
Minarets in Temecula (2.5), 1-52
Mind of a Rampage Killer (2.5), 5-60
Mindless Behavior (3), 5-87
Minds in the Water (2.5), 2-56
Mindy Project: Season One (3.5), 6-47
Miners’ Hymns, The (3), 3-60
Miss Fisher’s Murder Mysteries, Series 1 (3), 3-36
Missions That Changed the War: The Doolittle Raid 
(3.5), 3-62
Mississippi: I Am (3.5), 4-54
Mob Doctor: Complete Series (3), 3-36
Monster High Double Feature: Friday Night Frights/
Why Do Ghouls Fall in Love? (2.5), 3-44
Monster High: Ghouls Rule (3), 1-49
Monster in Paris, A (2.5), 4-27
Monsters University (3), 6-32
More Than a Month (3), 3-48
Mosè in Egitto (3), 3-69
Mosquita & Mari (3), 5-32
Movie 43 (1), 4-27
Moving into Math Stations (3.5), 5-64
Mr. Cao Goes to Washington (3.5), 2-52
Mr. Selfridge (3), 4-38
Much Ado About Nothing (2.5), 3-60
Mud (3.5), 4-27
Mumia: Long Distance Revolutionary (3), 5-61
Must the Sun Set on the West? (2.5), 1-52
My Amityville Horror (3), 6-32
My Changing Life: Changes with Money & Finance 
(3), 5-59
My Digital Life (3), 3-51
My Garden (3.5), 5-53
My Little Pony: Equestria Girls (3), 6-54
My Worst Nightmare (3.5), 1-28
Mystery Science Theater 3000 Volume XXVI (3.5), 
4-38
Nabucco (3), 1-78
Nanook of the North/The Wedding of Palo (3), 4-38
Narrow Escapes of World War II (3.5), 1-68
Natural Beekeeping with Ross Conrad (3.5), 3-53
Natural Selection (3), 1-28
Neil Cowley Trio (3), 5-87
Neil Sedaka in Concert (3.5), 2-76
Neither Allah, Nor Master! (3), 1-69
Nelson Mandela (3.5), 6-52
Never Forget to Lie (3.5), 6-72
Never Give Up! (3.5), 2-66
New Green Giants, The (3), 6-61
Newsroom: Complete First Season (3), 5-45
Niagara (3), 6-48
Night Across the Street (2.5), 6-32
Nightmare on Elm Street Collection, A (3), 3-36
Nina Conti: Her Master’s Voice (3.5), 1-65
No (3.5), 4-28
No Way Out But One (3), 3-49
Nobody Else But You (3), 1-28
Nobody Walks (2.5), 2-26
North Sea Texas (2), 1-28
Not a Feather, But a Dot (3), 1-55
Not Fade Away (2.5), 3-26
Nothing Like Chocolate (3), 5-58
Nova Rex: Ain’t Easy Being Cheesy (2), 5-87
Now You See Me (3), 5-32
Nuclear Savage: The Islands of Secret Project 4.1 
(3), 4-62
Nurse Jackie: Season Four (3.5), 3-36
Nurses: If Florence Could See Us Now (3), 4-53
Nutrition Labels: Reading Between the Lines (3), 
5-62
Oberto (3), 1-79
Oblivion (2), 4-28
Obselidia (3), 3-26
Of Two Minds (3), 5-54
Off White Lies (3), 3-26
Offender Profiling (2.5), 3-52
Office: Season Nine (2.5), 6-48
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Old Dog (3), 6-34
Olmsted and America’s Urban Parks (3.5), 2-70
Olympus Has Fallen (3), 5-32
OMD Live: Architecture & Morality & More (3), 
5-88
On Approval (3.5), 4-38
On the Road (2), 4-28
One and the Many, The (3), 6-57
One Day on Earth (3.5), 4-46
One Life (2.5), 4-51
One Track Heart: The Story of Krishna Das (3), 6-76
Only the Young/Tchoupitoulas (3), 4-28
Oranges, The (2), 4-28
Orangutan Diaries (3.5), 1-58
Orchestra of Exiles (3), 3-62
Origins of Oz, The (3), 3-60
Orphan Black: Season One (3.5), 5-45
Other Dream Team, The (3), 1-30
Other Son, The (3), 2-26
Our Fascinating Universe (2.5), 5-55
Our Fires Still Burn: The Native American 
Experience (2.5), 6-61
Out in the Dark (3), 6-34
Out in the Open (3), 3-55
Out on a Limb (3.5), 2-57
Out on the Prairie & Deep in the Swamp (3), 3-45
Oz the Great and Powerful (3), 4-30
Pacific Rim (2.5), 6-34
Paco de Lucía & Group: Jazz (3), 2-77
Pact, The (2.5), 1-30
Pain & Gain (2), 5-32
Painted Skin: The Resurrection (2), 1-30
Painting, The (2.5), 6-34
Pan Am: Complete Series (2.5), 2-39
Panic in the Streets (3), 4-39
Paper Mirror, The (3), 5-72
Paperboy, The (1.5), 1-30
Parade’s End (3), 4-39
Paradise: Faith (3), 5-34
Paradise: Love (3), 5-34
Paranoia (2), 6-34
Paranormal Activity 4 (1), 3-28
Parental Guidance (2.5), 2-28
Pass (on) the Salt: Shaking the Habit (3), 2-57
Passion (2.5), 6-34
Patti Smith: Live at Montreux 2005 (3), 2-77
Paul Anka: Live in Switzerland (2.5), 4-68
Paul McCartney: Live Kisses (3), 2-77
Paul McCartney and Wings: Rockshow (3), 5-88
Paul Taylor Dance Company in Paris (3.5), 5-88
Peace Through Education (3.5), 4-50
Pedal-Driven: A Bikeumentary (3), 4-56
Pelléas et Mélisande (2.5), 6-83
Penny Pinchers (3), 4-30
People of a Feather (3.5), 3-48
Perception: Complete First Season (2), 4-39
Perennial Vegetable Gardening with Eric 
Toensmeier (3.5), 3-57
Perfect Understanding (2), 5-46
Perils of Show Business: Proceed at Your Own Risk 
(2), 1-65

Perks of Being a Wallflower, The (3), 1-30
Persona 4: The Animation, Collection One (3), 1-74
Peter Gabriel: Live in Athens 1987 (3.5), 6-83
Peter Grimes (3.5), 5-88
Petunia (3), 6-36
Phantom Father, The (2.5), 4-30
Philip Roth Unmasked (3.5), 4-64
Phineas and Ferb: Animal Agents (3), 3-45
Photographic Memory (3.5), 2-70
Pier Paolo Pasolini’s Trilogy of Life (3.5), 2-39
Pierre Etaix (3.5), 4-39
Pilgrim Fathers, The (3.5), 1-70
Pina (3.5), 1-3
Ping Pong (3), 6-69
Pitch Perfect (3), 1-31
Pixar Short Films Collection: Volume 2 (3), 1-50
Place at the Table, A (3), 4-30
Planet Dinosaur (3.5), 1-58
Planet Ocean (3), 4-51
Planet of Snail (3), 3-65
Play in the Gray (2), 1-65
Playing for Keeps (2), 2-28
Poetry of Resilience (3), 2-64
Political Animals: Complete Series (3), 6-48
Pool, The (3.5), 3-26
Poor Kids (3.5), 3-50
Portlandia: Season Two (3), 1-44
Portrait, The (3), 3-60
Possession, The (1.5), 1-31
Post Tenebras Lux (2.5), 5-34
Pound Puppies—Mission: Adoption (3), 4-43
Pound Puppies—Super Secret Pup Club (3), 1-49
Poverty in America: Nouveau Poor—Immigrant 
Poverty (3), 3-49
Power Rangers Super Samurai: Complete Season 
(2.5), 2-43
Prairie Love (3), 1-31
Premium Rush (2), 1-31
Prenatal & Early Childhood Nutrition (3), 2-60
Price of Gold, The (3.5), 6-61
Priceless (3.5), 1-55
Princess Knight, Part One (3), 6-79
Private Life of Deer, The (3), 5-64
Private Tutor (3.5), 5-60
Programmed to Be Fat? (3.5), 2-57
Promise and Unrest (3), 6-62
Promised Land (2.5), 3-26
Proof Through the Night (3.5), 2-70
Prosecutor (3), 1-57
Puffer Learns About Ceramics (3), 6-56
Pumpkins and Old Lace (3), 6-70
Putin’s Kiss (3), 2-67
Qatsi Trilogy, The (3.5), 2-39
Queen on Fire: Live at the Bowl (3), 5-88
Rabbi’s Cat, The (2.5), 4-30
Racing Thoughts (Ca Tourne Dans Ma Tete) (3), 
2-48
Radio Unnameable (3), 4-48
Rambler, The (2), 5-34
Ramrod (3.5), 1-44
Raw and the Cooked, The (3.5), 1-62
Re-Emerging: The Jews of Nigeria (3.5), 2-48
Reagan Presidency, The (3.5), 4-62
Reality (3), 5-34
Rebel: Loreta Velazquez—Secret Soldier (3), 6-76
Red Hen, The (3), 1-49
Red Hook Summer (3.5), 2-28
Red Pony, The (3), 4-39
Red Widow: Complete First Season (3), 5-46
Refuge: Stories of the Selfhelp Home (3.5), 5-74
Rehearsal for a Sicilian Tragedy (3), 2-52
Rescue (3), 1-70
Rescued (3), 1-53
Resident Evil: Retribution (1), 1-31
Restoring the Light (3), 6-62
Retirement Gamble, The (3.5), 6-68
Revenge: Complete Second Season (3), 6-48
Revisionaries, The (3), 3-50
Revolution: Complete First Season (3.5), 6-48
Richard III: Martyr or Monster? (3.5), 6-76
Richard Artschwager: Shut Up and Look (3.5), 6-71
Rigoletto (3), 4-69
Rinaldo (3.5), 1-79
Ring of Fire (2), 5-36
Rise of the Guardians (3), 2-30
Ristorante Paradiso (3), 2-73

Ritchie Blackmore’s Rainbow: Black Masquerade 
(2), 6-83
River of Victory (3), 4-49
Rizzoli & Isles: Complete Third Season (3), 5-46
Roadie (2), 5-46
Roar of the Rails (3.5), 5-53
Robert le Diable (3.5), 6-83
Robert Williams: Mr. Bitchin’ (3), 6-77
Robot & Frank (3), 1-31
Robotech: The Shadow Chronicles and Love Live 
Alive (2.5), 5-82
Rockwell: A Night of Legendary Collaborations 
(2.5), 1-79
Rodney Yee’s Yoga for Energy & Stress Relief (3.5), 
5-62
Rolling Stones: Charlie is My Darling, Ireland 1965 
(3.5), 1-79
Rolling Stones: Crossfire Hurricane (3.5), 4-69
Romeo and Juliet (3.5), 5-89
Roméo et Juliette (2), 1-79
Room 514 (3), 5-36
Room to Breathe (3), 4-50
Rose of Versailles, Part 1 (4), 5-82
Royal Affair, A (3.5), 2-30
Running with Bulls (3), 1-64
Rust and Bone (3.5), 2-30
Sacrament of Baptism, The (3), 4-46
Safe Haven (2), 3-28
Safety Last! (3.5), 5-46
Saige Paints the Sky (2), 5-54
Salt of Life, The (3), 1-32
Samsara (2.5), 2-30
Samson et Dalila (2.5), 1-80
Samuel Morris: The African Missionary to North 
America (3), 3-46
Sandlot, The (3.5), 4-40
Santana & McLaughlin: Live at Montreux 2011 (3), 
6-83
Sapphire and Steel: Complete Series (2.5), 6-49
Satan’s Angel: Queen of the Fire Tassels (3), 3-56
Save the Date (2.5), 4-32
Saving Face (3.5), 4-48
Saving Hope: Complete First Season (2.5), 4-40
Scaredy Squirrel Makes a Friend (3.5), 4-42
Scatter My Ashes at Bergdorf’s (3), 4-32
Scenes of a Crime (3.5), 3-52
Schizo (2.5), 2-39
School Play (3), 1-66
Scientology (3.5), 5-55
Searching for Sugar Man (3.5), 1-32
Secret Life of Whitetails, The (3.5), 4-52
Secret of the Wings (3), 1-32
Serial Experiments Lain: Complete Collection (3.5), 
4-65
Sesame Street: C Is for Cooking (3), 6-54
Sesame Street: Elmo the Musical (3.5), 4-43
Sesame Street: Old School 1979-1984, Volume 3 
(3), 1-49
Sesame Street: Preschool is Cool—Making Friends 
(3), 2-47
Seven-Per-Cent Solution, The (3), 2-39
Sexual and Asexual Reproduction (3), 5-64
Shadow Dancer (3), 5-36
Shakespeare Uncovered (3.5), 4-60
Shaman, Healer, Sage (3), 3-54
Shameless: Complete Second Season (3), 2-40
Shameless: Seasons 1 & 2 (3.5), 6-49
Sharks in the City (2.5), 4-51
She-Wolves: England’s Early Queens (3), 2-67
Shepard & Dark (3), 6-36
Shift Change (3), 4-56
Shining Hearts: Complete Collection (2), 6-79
Sholem Aleichem: Laughing in the Darkness (3), 
2-72
Show Goes On: Neil Sedaka (3), 6-84
Show Way (3), 3-45
Showing Up (3), 2-64
Shun Li and the Poet (3), 5-36
Siberian Tiger Quest (3), 2-56
Sigismondo (3), 1-80
Silence, The (3), 4-32
Silent Souls (3.5), 3-28
Simon Boccanegra (3), 5-89
Simon Killer (2.5), 6-36
Simpsons: Fifteenth Season (3), 2-40
Sinister (2), 2-30
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Skinny, The (1.5), 1-32
Sky Color (3.5), 3-45
Skyfall (4), 2-32
Sleeping Beauty, The (3.5), 1-80
Sleepwalk With Me (3), 1-32
Smash: Season One (2.5), 2-40
Smash: Season Two (2.5), 6-49
Smurfs 2, The (2), 6-36
Snowman and the Snowdog, The (4), 6-55
So: Peter Gabriel (3), 1-80
Soldier’s Tale, The (2.5), 6-84
Soldiers of Paint (3), 4-57
Solomon Burke: Live at Montreux 2006 (3), 6-84
Sometimes a Great Notion (3), 2-40
Somewhere Between (3), 2-52
Somm (3.5), 6-67
Sommore: Chandelier Status (3), 5-72
Sons of Anarchy: Season Five (3), 6-49
Soul Food Junkies (3), 4-55
Sourlands (3), 6-62
Sousa on the Rez: Marching to the Beat of a 
Different Drum (3), 3-50
Southland: Complete Fifth and Final Season (3), 
6-49
Space Shuttle Columbia: Mission of Hope (3), 5-66
Speechless (3), 1-34
Spirit of the Church, Volume 1 (3), 3-69
Split: A Film for Kids of Divorce (and Their Parents) 
(3.5), 6-66
Spring Breakers (2), 4-32
Spy: Series One (3), 3-40
Stalingrad (3), 2-40
Star Trek Into Darkness (3), 5-36
Starbuck (2), 4-32
Starlet (3), 3-28
StarShine Workshop (3.5), 2-47
Starsuckers (3), 4-49
Starting an Online Business (3), 1-63
Steel Magnolias (2.5), 4-32
Steins;Gate (3.5), 1-74
Step Up to the Plate (4), 6-67
Stephen Sondheim’s Company (3), 1-81
Steps4Kids to Draw (3), 1-50
Stiffelio (3), 4-69
Still Around: 30 Years of AIDS, 15 Stories of Hope 
(3), 4-54
Stoker (2.5), 4-33
Stolen (2), 1-34
Story of Film: An Odyssey (4), 1-66
Strong! (3), 2-61
Stronger Seniors Workout Program (3), 2-59
Substance: Albert Hofmann’s LSD (3), 6-62
Suddenly (2.5), 2-41
Suicide Plan, The (3.5), 3-50
Suits: Season Two (3), 5-47
Sun Kissed (3), 6-65
Super Buddies (2.5), 6-36
Superman: Unbound (3), 4-33
Superthief: Inside America’s Biggest Bank Score 
(2.5), 5-61
Supporting Characters (2.5), 5-36
Sweeney, The (2), 4-33
Sweet Blue Flowers (2.5), 4-65
Swish 3: The Swish Free Throw (3.5), 1-63
Syndicate: Series 1 (2.5), 4-40
Syria Behind the Lines (3), 5-74
T-Ball Skills & Drills (3.5), 3-57
Tackling Concussions Head On (4), 2-62
Tai Chi Zero (2.5), 1-34
Taken 2 (2), 1-34
Tales from a Ghetto Klown (3), 1-66
Tales of Masked Men (3), 2-62
Taste of Money, The (2), 5-37
Tatsumi (3.5), 3-28
Tazza: The High Rollers (3), 1-34
Teamwork Goes Undercover (3), 4-44
Tears of Gaza (3.5), 6-74
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles: Rise of the Turtles 
(2.5), 3-45
Teens in Action, Video 1: To Survive and Thrive 
(2.5), 3-52
Tell It On the Mountain (3), 6-69
Tenchi Muyo! Tenchi Universe: Complete Series 
(3), 2-73
Tenchi Muyo: War on Geminar, Part One (3), 6-79
Terra Blight (3), 4-49

Theodora (2.5), 4-69
They Call it Myanmar: Lifting the Curtain (3), 1-70
Thief of Bagdad, The (3.5), 3-40
Thieves, The (2.5), 3-28
This Boy Caught a Merman (2.5), 6-79
This Is 40 (2), 2-32
This Is Not a Film (3), 3-30
This Is the End (2), 5-37
This Must Be the Place (3.5), 2-32
Thomas & Friends: Santa’s Little Engine (3), 6-55
Three Stars (3.5), 2-60
Three Wicked Melodramas from Gainsborough 
Pictures (3), 1-44
Time Compass: The Inca Empire (4), 3-63
Time of My Life (3.5), 2-32
Timothy Spall: Somewhere at Sea—The Complete 
Series (3.5), 3-63
Tiniest Place, The (3.5), 3-63
To Be or Not to Be (4), 6-50
To Catch a Dollar (4), 2-61
To the Arctic (3.5), 3-54
Tokyo Magnitude 8.0: Complete Collection (3), 
4-65
Toriko: Part 01 (3.5), 3-66
Tosca (3), 1-81
Tosca (3), 5-89
Touch: Complete First Season (2.5), 1-45
Tractor Mac Show, The (3.5), 4-44
Transgender Tuesdays: A Clinic in the Tenderloin 
(3), 3-56
Trashed (4), 6-62
Travel with Kids: Mexico—Cabo San Lucas & Baja 
(3), 3-64
Travel with Kids: Wales (3), 2-67
Trek Nation (3), 5-72
Tribute to Ron Asheton (2.5), 5-89
Tristana (3.5), 4-40
Triumph of the Wall (3), 6-37
True Blood: Complete Fifth Season (3), 4-40
Turandot (3), 3-69
Turbo (3), 6-37
Twenty Twelve: Complete Series (3), 3-40
Twilight Saga: Breaking Dawn, Part 2 (3), 2-32
Twilight’s Last Gleaming (3), 1-45
Twixt (2.5), 6-37
Two Men in Manhattan (2.5), 6-50
Two Years at Sea (2.5), 5-37
Typewriter in the 21st Century, The (3), 5-68
Ultimate Gangsters Collection: Classics (3.5), 4-41
Ultimate Gangsters Collection: Contemporary (3), 
4-41
Ultimate Guide to the Presidents, The (3.5), 5-75
Ultimate Kettlebell Workouts for Beginners (3), 2-59
Ultimate Wish: Ending the Nuclear Age (3), 3-51
Un Ballo in Maschera (3.5), 6-84
Un Giorno di Regno (3.5), 1-81
Un-Go: Complete Collection (3.5), 2-73
Uncle Vanya (3.5), 6-71
Undefeated (3), 1-34
Understanding Art: Hidden Lives of Masterpieces 
(3.5), 5-73
Unfinished Song (2.5), 5-37
Unforgettable: First Season (2.5), 5-47
Unit 7 (3), 6-37
Universal Classic Monsters: The Essential 
Collection (3.5), 1-45
Unseen Enemies: Man & Disease (3), 6-65
Unspeakable Act, The (3), 6-37
Up Heartbreak Hill (3.5), 1-56
Upside Down (2.5), 5-37
Upstairs Downstairs: Season Two (3), 1-45
Upstream Color (3.5), 4-33
V/H/S (2), 1-36
Veep: Complete First Season (2.5), 3-40
VeggieTales: MacLarry & The Stinky Cheese Battle 
(3), 4-44
Venus and Serena (3.5), 5-38
Verdict, The (3.5), 4-41
Victorious Vettel (3.5), 2-62
Videomappings: Aida, Palestine (3), 5-59
Vigilante Vigilante: The Battle for Expression (3), 
3-51
Violeta Went to Heaven (3), 6-38
Vito: The Life of Gay Rights Activist Vito Russo 
(3.5), 4-33
Vivan las Antipodas (2.5), 5-59

Waging Peace: Muslim and Christian Alternatives 
(3), 4-46
Wagner & Me (3), 4-60
Waiting for Lightning (3), 3-58
Waiting Room, The (3.5), 5-62
Walking Dead: Complete Third Season (3), 6-50
Wall, The (3.5), 6-38
Walled In: The Politics of Building Barriers (3), 3-51
Walt Disney Concert Hall Organ, The (3), 2-64
War & Peace (3.5), 6-50
War of the Buttons (2), 6-38
War on Whistleblowers (3.5), 5-59
Warm Bodies (3), 3-30
Way Way Back, The (3), 6-38
We Are Egypt: The Story Behind the Revolution 
(3.5), 3-63
We Are Legion: The Story of the Hacktivists (3), 
1-56
We Are Not Ghosts (3.5), 2-53
We Can’t Go Home Again (3), 1-46
We Steal Secrets: The Story of WikiLeaks (3), 6-38
We’re Not Broke (3), 2-61
We’re the Millers (2), 6-40
Web Therapy: Complete Second Season (3), 5-47
Welcome to Hebron (3.5), 5-74
Well-Digger’s Daughter, The (3), 1-36
West of Memphis (3), 5-38
Whale, The (3.5), 2-56
What Do You Know? Six to Twelve Year Olds Talk 
about Gays and Lesbians (3), 3-56
What Ever Happened to Baby Jane? (3.5), 1-46
What God Hath Wrought (3.5), 2-49
What Killed Kevin? Defining Workplace Bullying 
(3), 4-56
What Maisie Knew (3.5), 5-38
What Plants Talk About (3), 5-66
When the Iron Bird Flies (3), 5-55
Where Heaven Meets Hell (3), 6-62
Where Soldiers Come From (3.5), 1-70
Whisper to a Roar, A (3.5), 4-49
White Elephant (2.5), 2-34
White Frog (2.5), 5-38
White House Down (3), 6-40
White Meadows, The (3.5), 2-34
White Zombie (3), 2-41
Who: Live in Texas ’75 (3), 1-81
Who Killed Lindbergh’s Baby? (3.5), 5-61
Whores’ Glory (3.5), 2-60
Wiebo’s War (3), 1-58
Wind Flyers (3.5), 3-45
Wine, Women & Friends (3), 5-66
Wings of a Warrior: The Jimmy Doolittle Story 
(3.5), 6-77
Wings of Life (3), 4-52
Winx Club: Magical Adventure (2.5), 6-56
Wise Kids, The (3.5), 2-34
Wolf Lake: Complete Series (3), 1-46
Wolverine, The (2.5), 6-40
Woman Named Mary (2.5), 5-56
Women in Love (2.5), 4-41
Won’t Back Down (2), 1-36
Wonder Women! The Untold Story of American 
Superheroines (3), 4-60
Words, The (1), 1-36
Words of Witness (3), 1-70
World Before Her, The (3.5), 4-3
World Peace and Other Fourth-Grade Achievements 
(3), 2-54
World Series: History of the Fall Classic (3.5), 1-63
World War Z (2.5), 6-40
World Without End (3), 2-41
World’s End, The (3), 6-40
Worlds of English (3.5), 2-54
Worm Hunters, The (3), 2-56
Wreck-It Ralph (3), 2-34
Wuthering Heights (2.5), 3-30
WWII From Space (3), 4-62
Yardbirds: Making Tracks (2), 2-77
YERT: Your Environmental Road Trip (3.5), 2-52
Yoga Journal: Desk Yoga Essentials (3.5), 1-61
Yogawoman (3), 3-55
Yossi (3), 3-30
You Don’t Need Feet to Dance (3), 6-77
You’ve Been Trumped (3), 3-51
Zero Dark Thirty (4), 2-34
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National Public TV Special
Debuting December 2013!

Transform Tired Relationships  - 
Reignite Passion & Intimacy - 

Achieve a New Level of Happiness!
Get REAL Answers for REAL people based on REAL science
from one of the nation’s most trusted relationship experts,
Dr. Terri Orbuch, The Love Doctor®

On the heels of her recent appearance 
on the Katie Couric Show, The Love 
Doctor® brings her simple, straight 
scientifically-proven relationship 
secrets to couples everywhere in this 
enlightening DVD based on her first  
national Public TV special, Secrets 
from the Love Doctor! Dr. Orbuch offers 
easy-to-follow relationship advice and 
tips to reduce  frustration, manage 
disagreements, rekindle passion, 
awaken love…and much more!

Extras
“Gender Secrets from 

The Love Doctor”

Tips for Understanding 
How Your Partner 

Thinks! 

Catalog: DPT-DV-331 · UPC: 796539033168
ISBN: 9781933028033 · SRP: $14.98 
Main Feature: 60 Min. · Language: English 
Production Year: 2013

Joined by Medical Contributor 
- STEPHEN DEVRIES, MD

National Public Television 
Broadcast December 2013

As Seen On: Dr. Oz, TODAY, 
The Huffington Post,  The Globe and 

Mail, The London Times

DVD Based on the 
New York Times Bestseller

A Complete Lifestyle Program to Support Reaching & Maintaining 
a Healthy Weight with Proven Results that Help…

Lower Blood Pressure without Medication
Reduce Cholesterol

Improve Insulin Sensitivity
Reduce the Risk of Heart Disease, Stroke, & Some Types of Cancer

DASH is Research Based & Endorsed By
The National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute 

The American Heart Association (AHA)
The 2010 Dietary Guidelines for Americans

US guidelines for treatment of high blood pressure
The 2011 AHA Treatment Guidelines for Women

The Mayo Clinic

Hosted by author Marla Heller, MS, RD, the DASH Diet is based on the research 
studies by the National Institutes of Health (NIH), and provides an actionable plan 
that can fit seamlessly into everyone’s life and lifestyle. Rich in fruits, vegetables, 
whole grains, low-fat and nonfat dairy, lean meats, fish, beans, and nuts, DASH 
is grounded in healthy eating principles that lower blood pressure; reduce the 
risk of heart disease, stroke, and some types of cancer; and support reaching and 
maintaining a healthy weight. 

Format: DVD • Catalog: DPT-DV-332 
UPC: 796539033267 • SRP: $15.98/WD 
ISBN: 9781933028040 • Language: English 
Run Time: 60 Min. • Widescreen/Dolby Digital Stereo

dptvmedia.orgStreet Date: December 3, 201 • Pre-Book Date: October 22,2013

Terri Orbuch, Ph.D. 
is a marriage and family 
therapist, a  professor at 
Oakland University, and 
a research scientist at 
the University of Michi-
gan Institute for Social 
Research. Her findings 
from an ongoing land-
mark study following 
hundreds of couples for 
over 25 years has made 
her a sought-after pre-

senter and hugely popular media expert on 
relationships. Orbuch has authored five books, 
published over 40 articles, been featured in 
national  publications including The New York 
Times, The Wall Street Journal, USA Today, 
TIME, GQ, and Cosmopolitan as well as on The 
Today Show and CNN, and regularly blogs for 
the The Huffington Post.
DrTerriTheLoveDoctor.com
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Last Will. & Testament
It’s the greatest literary 
mystery of all time: Who 
wrote the works of William 
Shakespeare? Derek Jacobi 
leads an impressive cast 
featuring Oscar®-winning 
actress Vanessa Redgrave and 
Tony® Award-winning actor 
Mark Rylance on a quest to uncover the truth 
behind the world’s most elusive author, and 
discovers a forgotten nobleman whose story 
could rewrite history. 
85 min.
DVD $24.99
ISBN# 9781608839841

The Nature of Genius  
Known for films including 
the Coal Miner’s Daughter, 
Michael Apted’s documentary 
roots began in the 1960s 
with the acclaimed Up series, 
where from 7 Up all the way 
to 56 Up, he returns every 
seven years to update the 
world on the lives and thoughts of the same 
fourteen British children. In these two films, 
Inspirations and Me & Isaac Newton, Apted 
turns his interviewer’s lens to explore the 
human advances in the arts and the sciences 
with a slightly humorous approach. How do 
artists create? How do scientists hope to affect 
the world?
200 min.
Blu-ray/DVD combo pack $29.99
ISBN# 9781608839827

Secrets of the Dead: 
JFK: One PM Central 
Standard Time  
This film recounts the riveting 
story of the reporting from 
Dallas and the New York CBS 
Newsroom from the moment 
President Kennedy was shot 
until Cronkite’s emotional pronouncement 
of his death at 1:00 p.m. CST. The program 
features moving memories from the producers, 
writers and reporters who were there on 
the day, including Dan Rather, Bob Schieffer, 
Marvin Kalb and Marianne Means. 
90 min.
DVD $24.99
ISBN# 9781608830046

Is School Enough?  
Is School Enough? documents 
vivid examples of where 
new modes of self-directed 
learning are taking hold 
and flourishing. Featuring 
nationally recognized 
educators and researchers, 
the film’s powerful stories 
show that when students have the opportunity 
to explore their own interests and challenges, 
they step up and perform at the highest level. 
This new approach reaches motivated students 
as well as kids that educators call “the bright 
and bored,” helping these learners tune in 
rather than drop out.
60 min.
DVD $24.99
ISBN# 9781608839889 

League of Denial  
The National Football 
League, a multibillion-dollar 
commercial juggernaut, 
presides over America’s 
indisputable national pastime. 
But the NFL is under assault 
as thousands of former 
players claim the league has 
covered up football’s connection to long-
term brain injuries. In a special investigation, 
FRONTLINE and prize-winning journalists Steve 
Fainaru and Mark Fainaru-Wada reveal the 
hidden story of the NFL and brain injuries. 
240 min. 
DVD $24.99
ISBN# 9781608830053

Treasures of New York  
Take a tour of the Big 
Apple and discover some of 
the city’s premier cultural 
establishments. Featuring 
hidden gems as well as 
popular destinations, from The 
Botanical Gardens to the Park 
Avenue Armory, TREASURES 
OF NEW YORK explores the architectural and 
cultural significance of these classic landmarks. 
Episodes include: Park Avenue Armory; New-
York Historical Society; Pratt Institute; Hearst 
Tower; Roosevelt House at Hunter College; 
American Museum of Natural Histor; and 
Botanical Gardens.
240 min. 
DVD $24.99
ISBN# 9781608839742

Masterpiece Mystery!:
Inspector Lewis: Pilot  
Through Series Six
Inspector Robert Lewis steps out of the shadow 
of his mentor, the inimitable Inspector Morse, 
in this highly-acclaimed series of 27 intricate 
mysteries. Together with his brooding, inscrutable 
partner, Detective Sergeant James Hathaway, 
they take on the elite criminal underworld of 
Oxford, England, relying on Lewis’ instinct and 
Hathaway’s intellect to see past appearances and 
into the hearts of their upper-crust foes.

2,430 minutes on 14 discs
DVD $129.99
ISBN# 9781608839315

New and Notable

To purchase these and other award winning DVDs, visit shopPBS.org/teachershop  
or other authorized distributor sites. Thank you! Your purchase supports PBS.

© 2013 PBS
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Final Frame

Next Big Thing
When I was 9 years old, life was compara-

tively simple. On Wednesday nights, for in-
stance, I could be regularly seen sprawled on 
the living room rug with my milk and Chips 
Ahoy! cookies watching Lost in Space. Mind 
you, I didn’t have to be tuned in to CBS. I also 
had my choice of ABC or NBC.

A near-half-century later, things are a little 
different.

Today, one can look back with some sense 
of nostalgia at the relatively sparse media 
landscape of Bruce Springsteen’s 57 channels 
“and nothin’ on.”

I am currently reading Dave Eggers’ latest 
novel, The Circle, which is set on a fictional 
Microsoft-Google-ish “campus” where the 
relentless technology-driven quest for what 
Steve Jobs famously called the next big thing 
goes from wonderful to intrusive to sinister.

We may not yet be at sinister, but many of 
us have already seen the shift from wonderful 
to intrusive.

Not a week passes when most of us aren’t 
prompted to update Microsoft, Adobe, Java, 
iTunes, Xbox 360, or the myriad apps on our 
Apple or Android smartphones.

Although not as famous as Mr. Jobs, an 
18th-century economist named Anne-Robert 

Jacques Turgot also came up with a much-
quoted concept: the law of diminishing 
returns.

Some of us experienced one of the more 
annoying examples of Turgot’s law recently 
when our iPhones upgraded to the iOS 7 op-
erating system, which manages to combine 
an uglier interface with faster battery drain 
(thank you very much, ye Apple visionar-
ies).

At my most Cleveland Amory-curmud-
geonly, I can envision a day (sadly, not too far 
off) when I will be standing in my bathroom 
with sopping wet hair while waiting for the 
hair dryer to finish updating (most likely a 
mandatory font change for the completely 
unnecessary digital temperature display).

I’ve been thinking about of all of this while 
reading about next year’s rollout for 4K TVs, 
which will offer four times the resolution of 
current HDTVs, and will support higher-def 
programming from streaming (Netflix says it 
will offer 4K streaming by 2014-15) and discs 
(which will, of course, require new upgraded 
Blu-ray players).

But the progress of the last format change 
should give us pause before we rush to em-
brace this next big thing.

Remember that CDs wiped out vinyl in two 
years, and DVD was a clearly superior format 
that eventually obliterated VHS. But seven 

years after Blu-ray’s debut, 
DVD shows no signs of giv-
ing way to its higher-resolu-
tion disc-based cousin.

Nothing so clearly sums 
up the situation as the grow-
ing ubiquity of Blu-ray/DVD Combo releases. 
As I’ve mentioned before, this is kind of like 
Random House forcing you to simultaneously 
purchase the hardcover and paperback edi-
tions of a book (with the paperback cover torn 
off, somewhat offsetting—for libraries—the 
advantage of getting two circulating copies 
of a title).

Dual-format releases are basically non-
sensical to consumers (DVD player-only 
owners can’t use the Blu-ray disc, and those 
who own Blu-ray players don’t want the 
DVD). What the combo does offer is a more 
economic packaging choice for studios who 
are (unhappily) forced to continue to release 
titles in both formats because the marketplace 
reality is that neither format is completely 
dominant.

We need to keep this in mind when consid-
ering the next big thing of 4K, which actually 
reminds me of the last big thing: 3D, a format 
that has been marked by falling TV sales and 
a level of artistic quality that began to decline 
right after Avatar, way back in 2009.

For many, 4K will be no-K.
                                              Randy Pitman
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The Adventures of Mouse and Mole
Volume 1 • SRP: $19.95 
ISBN: 8-91273-00223-1
Volume 2 • SRP: $19.95 
ISBN: 8-91273-00229-3

The Mousehole Cat
SRP: $19.95 
ISBN: 8-91273-00225-5

Happy Valley
Volume 1 • SRP: $14.95 
ISBN: 8-91273-00234-7
Volume 2 • SRP: $14.95 
ISBN: 8-91273-00235-4

Castle Farm
Volume 1 • SRP: $14.95 
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Volume 2 • SRP: $14.95 
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Stories from East of the Moon
SRP: $19.95 
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Iris: the Happy Professor 
Volume 1 • SRP: $19.95 
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Volume 2 • SRP: $19.95
ISBN: 8-91273-00243-9

Pizza Party! Yoga Class for kids
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A Small Miracle/On Christmas Eve 
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ISBN: 8 91273-00227-9

The Angel and The Soldier Boy
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Volume 1 • SRP: $19.95 
ISBN: 8-91273-00237-8
Volume 2 • SRP: $19.95 
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Nelly & Caesar
Volume 1 • SRP: $19.95 
ISBN: 8-91273-00239-2
Volume 2 • SRP: $19.95 
ISBN: 8-91273-00240-8
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The Donkey and the King
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Captain Bloody-Nose, the Pirate
The Leprechaun's Treasure
Aurel the Mocker
Pancho Pimento's Riddle

JOIN MISSY AND HER SPINNING TALES!

Mila is an 8-year-old girl, bursting with 
energy. A bit of a tomboy, she is very proud 
of her jumping pig-tails. Mila loves to tell 
stories in her own voice, always adding a 
lot of humour and imagination. She espe-
cially likes to retell  classic tales. She 
adds zany details and twists that make her 
version unique and unforgettable! Come 
and relive some old tales with Mila!

©2012 Organa L.L.C., DVD and Packaging

Running Time: 91 minutes               Language: English          Audio: 2.0

Format: NTSC Color          Country of Origin: France          SKU:  ORG312

Volume 1©2007 Planet Nemo Animation/Piwi/Fleurus Presse/Planet Nemo Belgique. All Rights Reserved.

Missy Mila Twisted Tales
Volume 1 • SRP: $19.95 
ISBN: 8-91273-00241-5
Volume 2 • SRP: $19.95 
ISBN: 8-91273-00242-2

To order, call your distributor or email orders@organa.com or call 917-902-4206.
www.organa.com
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Volume 3 ComingSoon!




