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Trusted by librarians and academics for over 30
years, Video Librarian is your source for
discovering the best in film.

Video Librarian’s list of Best Documentaries of
2022 ranks our highest-rated documentaries
from the past year. This list honors
documentaries that we have reviewed in 2022,
having recently been released in theaters, on
Blu-Ray, or across streaming platforms.
Carefully selected by our staff, these 25 films
celebrate the diversity and artistic creativity of
this year in documentaries.

These titles would be excellent additions to
your library or university for a variety of 
 screening programs. These 25 documentaries
tackle a diverse range of subjects, such as
activism, immigration, education, disability,
art, and more. Including many international
titles, our selections highlight independent
distributors that champion high-quality
academic films.

Allow this list to be your guide in making
collection development easier for this coming
year.

Caroline Madden, Editor in Chief 



A L I  F A R K A  T O U R É …  T H E  B L U E S  M A N  
F R O M  T I M B U K T U

DIRECTOR Yves Billon
DISTRIBUTOR Planet Group Entertainment
GENRE History, Documentary, Biography, Music
RATING Not Rated
RELEASE DATE March 3, 2012 [remastered 
version]
DURATION 52 minutes
REVIEW DATE October 28, 2022 

Review by J. Zimmerman
 

Best Documentaries 2022 - Buyer's Guide 
videolibrarian.com 6

https://videolibrarian.com/topics/yves-billon/
http://bit.ly/40PaWUS
https://videolibrarian.com/topics/history/
https://videolibrarian.com/topics/documentary/
https://videolibrarian.com/topics/biography/
https://videolibrarian.com/topics/music/
https://videolibrarian.com/topics/rated-1/
http://bit.ly/3RS7iWd


While many, including the title, call Touré a ‘blues
man,' Touré disputes the title. “What do ‘the blues’
mean to an African” Touré asks at one point early in
the film. The blues as Americans understand it is an
offshoot of African roots music. 

This documentary gives the viewer an excellent
example of the ample cultural material which
inspires Touré to create groundbreaking modern
roots music: Mali is incredibly diverse, a crossroads
of dozens of different cultures, languages, and
rhythms. 

Touré had always been inspired by his home near
Timbuktu and used that inspiration to help start a
worldwide African music fascination that continues
to this day.

This excellent documentary is only 52 minutes in
runtime, making it an outstanding choice for blues,
anthropology, musicology, and African culture or
history instructors. 

Recently restored, this excellent documentary
centered on Ali Farka Touré, a groundbreaking,
experimental, and world-renown roots musician, was
shot in the late 90s and includes a variety of footage,
sounds, and sights. Often the documentary takes the
form of a personal concert, providing high-quality
recordings of Touré’s live concerts around Western
Africa.
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As stated above, there is a lot of varied footage:
intimate interviews with Touré, concert footage,
glimpses of daily life in and around Timbuktu, and
the sounds of the people who live there. Touré
himself is captured dancing and singing along with
several different groups of street musicians.

One of my favorite shots in the entire film is Touré
showering a guitar-playing man with a handful of
cash before continuing to dance along to the
percussive performance. Ali Farka Touré has come a
long way since his first single-string sardine-can
guitar. 

With at least a dozen albums to his name and his
presence in hundreds of collections, his name is
household for those with an interest in modern
African music and Blues or Roots. Anyone looking to
learn about Touré or African Roots music should pick
up Ali Farka Touré… The Blues Man From Timbuktu.
Highly Recommended. 

A C A D E M I C  S U B J E C T S :  
 

L I B R A R Y  S H E L V E S :  

African Culture, Music, Roots Music, and Biography

Conservatories or music departments in academic 
libraries for universities or high schools
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B E T W E E N  F I R E  A N D  W A T E R

DIRECTOR Anton Wenzel, Viviana Gómez 
Echeverry
DISTRIBUTOR Pragda
GENRE Biography, Documentary, Race
RATING Not Rated
RELEASE DATE November 20, 2020 
DURATION 92 minutes
REVIEW DATE June 29, 2022

Review by J. Zimmerman
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Camilo lives a simple life in Colombia with his
adoptive parents. The couple belongs to the
Quillasinga people and sought out adoption when
they believed they couldn’t conceive. Now the eldest
of three and the only black man in the community,
Camilo struggles to find himself. In an attempt to
find answers about his origins and solidify his
identity, the young man files a request with the
government adoption agency which gave him to his
parents. While waiting, the cracks in his relationship
with his parents expand.

The community gives their advice and support,
vowing to assist Camilo however he sees fit,
promising him a place in the community should he
ultimately choose it. The story comes to a climax as
Camilo and his parents travel to the city to meet the
woman who gave him up for adoption. Though not
his mother, she gives the young man valuable insight
into his origins and some level of closure. The film
closes as Camilo and his father travel to the coast to
see the place his biological mother was born.

This touching and intimate documentary blurs the
lines between realism and curated drama. At many
moments, the viewer may ask “Am I watching a movie
or a documentary?” While some may think this is
negative, I think it is a testament to the intimate
nature of the documentary and excellent use of the
artistic license, especially in moments of great
emotional turmoil or when ceremonial drugs are
used.
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This intriguing glimpse into Columbian life is
especially unique since it focuses on indigenous
beliefs and culture, racial injustice, and adoption.
Camilo’s job and desires show us snapshots of several
social, cultural, and government systems and how
they all work together.  Between Fire and Water
brilliantly displays Camilo’s journey of self-discovery
and all the various aspects which drive it. This
documentary is superior and highly recommended.
Editor’s Choice. 

A C A D E M I C  S U B J E C T S :  
 Race, Ethnicity, Identity, and Anthropology

Best Documentaries 2022 - Buyer's Guide
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L I B R A R Y  S H E L V E S :  

Professors of anthropology in universities and high 
school classrooms

 



A  B L A C K  J E S U S
 
 DIRECTOR Luca Lucchesi

DISTRIBUTOR Outcast Films
GENRE Religion, Documentary, Social Issues, 
Race
RATING Not Rated
RELEASE DATE October 21, 2021
DURATION 92 minutes
REVIEW DATE June 21, 2022

Review by Nunzio Santoro
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Sicily is renowned throughout history for being one
of the most ancient geographical crossroads. As a
strategic point placed in the middle of the
Mediterranean sea, the artistically and culturally
multifaceted island has witnessed at least thirteen
different colonizations, from Greeks and Etruscans
to Arabs and Normans. There is still a plethora left of
architectural and linguistic elements to prove it.
There used to be a time, as recently as the mid-
1970s, when Sicilians themselves were perceived as
foreigners.

Poverty and lack of jobs were the main reasons why
Southern Italians felt somehow coerced into moving
either to other continents like the Americas and
Australia or simply to northern Italian and European
regions in search of a better quality of life,
establishing their own little communities all the
while enduring the struggle of being seen as less
than by the locals. Older generations still hold the
unpleasant memory of signs spread on shops and
housing complexes up in northern Italy which clearly
stated "Africans, Sicilians, and dogs not welcome”.

Luca Lucchesi perfectly captures a multitude of
perspectives and agendas coexisting within such a
small environment as Siculiana. He lays bare the
shameful overly nationalistic, and exclusionary
political attitude of Minister Matteo Salvini. 
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A Black Jesus details the disunity among the
indigenous population and refugees, as well as
dissension among the locals themselves when faced
with both the abundant flux of immigration and the
lack of jobs in their small Sicilian coastal town. This
pushes a lot of young locals to search for fortune
elsewhere, therefore rehashing an ancestral
historical cycle.

The director remarkably balances the duality of the
population’s viewpoints. This enraging portrayal of
the neat division between locals and immigrants is
film activism at its very best. Lucchesi’s documentary
is a powerful eye-opener for anyone dealing with the
ramifications of bigoted thinking and racist
behaviors. Highly Recommended. 

A C A D E M I C  S U B J E C T S :  
 

Religion, Race, Political Sciences and/or Culture and 
Language

Best Documentaries 2022 - Buyer's Guide
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L I B R A R Y  S H E L V E S :  

Political science departments and foreign language 
classrooms



C H I L D R E N  O F  T H E  E X O D U S

DIRECTOR Wilma Gomez Luengo
DISTRIBUTOR EPF Media
GENRE Documentary, Political Issues, Social 
Issues
RATING Not Rated
RELEASE DATE November 16, 2021
DURATION 84 minutes
REVIEW DATE September 6, 2022

Review by Kevin Hall

Best Documentaries 2022 - Buyer's Guide
videolibrarian.com 15

http://bit.ly/3YJWw6p
https://videolibrarian.com/topics/documentary/
https://videolibrarian.com/topics/political-issues/
https://videolibrarian.com/topics/social-issues/
https://videolibrarian.com/topics/social-issues/
https://videolibrarian.com/topics/rated-1/
http://bit.ly/3D3tNC9
http://bit.ly/3jTZQgK


The drug war has been depicted in films such as
Sicario, American Gangster, New Jack City, and
countless others. Some have paid particular
attention to the tenuous actions on the Mexico/US
border, and how the drug trade impacts both those
involved and innocent bystanders. The documentary
Children of the Exodus highlights those caught in the
crossfire.

Director Wilma Gomez Luengo paints a powerful
picture here, albeit one that is often excruciating to
sit through. She depicts life in Caliente in Southern
Mexico, choosing a set of families impacted by the
drug trade. The film depicts its characters as
constantly on the brink of extreme violence.
Luengo’s technique of including animation as well as
the cartoons her kid subjects draw is incredibly well-
done, as the juxtaposition of their childlike wonder
in the midst of unrelenting brutality highlights the
film’s power. You see children trying to make sense
of the world around them, despite the fact that they
should be leading normal lives.

Luengo does well to document these people not as
victims but as real human beings. They do not allow
their circumstances to define them. Another thing
Luengo should be commended for is she focuses on
these families and their experiences. Many films like
this would include scholars and other talking heads
to analyze their circumstances, giving the situation a
proper academic feel.
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Instead, we follow the development of these
characters as they make their way in an uncertain
world. This gives the film a greater authenticity. The
documentary would work well for library patrons
interested in true crime and students studying the
drug war and Mexican culture.

A C A D E M I C  S U B J E C T S :  
 

Social Issues, Politics, Anthropology, Family Life, 
International Issues
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L I B R A R Y  S H E L V E S :  

Collections focusing on anthropological studies of 
families and different cultures



T H E  C O N D U C T O R

DIRECTOR Bernadette Wegenstein
DISTRIBUTOR Cargo Film & Releasing
GENRE Documentary, Music, Biography
RATING Not Rated
RELEASE DATE June 10, 2021
DURATION 90 minutes
REVIEW DATE October 27, 2022

Review by Sue-Ellen Beauregard
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Nine-year-old Marin Alsop knew after attending a
concert conducted by Leonard Bernstein with her
father that she wanted to be a conductor. The only
child of free-lance musician parents in New York
City, Alsop, who began attending Julliard as a
youngster, was discouraged from pursuing her
conductor dreams because “girls can’t do that.”
Thankfully she persevered to become the first
woman to conduct an American symphony orchestra
when she attained the position of a maestro for the
Baltimore Symphony Orchestra. This delightful
program follows Alsop’s musical journey, beginning
as a youngster when she learned piano before
mastering the violin.

We see Alsop walking the streets of New York
pointing out the tiny basement apartment where she
lived with her parents who were often away working.
In other segments, she talks to the camera, or we
hear her in voice-over commentary expressing her
ambitions and telling how she formed an all-women
swing music group (seen in some vintage music clips)
that stayed together for 20 years. We also see her at
home with her wife and son, but the main focus is
music. Alsop received many rejections for
applications to the conductor school and
Tanglewood Music Festival to list a few.

And finally, after reaching the pinnacle of her
dreams, the 2005 Baltimore Symphony Orchestra
appointment was not without controversy, forcing
Alsop to address orchestra members and lay out her
plans (recordings and higher profile performances),
showing that she was ready to lead the musicians in
a positive direction. 
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Things quieted down and her commitment to the city
became evident in her many endeavors, including the
formation of an orchestra devoted to kids.

Copious performance footage shows Alsop
conducting major orchestras around the world,
including the São Paulo Symphony Orchestra and
Vienna Radio Symphony Orchestra. Viewers are
treated to brief rehearsal and performance footage
of “Scheherazade,” “Aaron Copland Symphony #3,”
and “Gustav Mahler Symphony #1,” as well as historic
footage with her mentor Leonard Bernstein. Alsop is
an impassioned and energetic conductor and a
patient teacher to other aspiring conductors, both
men, and women. A valuable addition to college
music and public library collections to acquaint
viewers with Alsop’s accomplishments and foster
discussions about women’s role in the arts. Highly
Recommended. Editor’s Choice. 

A C A D E M I C  S U B J E C T S :  
 

L I B R A R Y  S H E L V E S :  

Music, Women's Studies

College music and public library collections to 
acquaint viewers with Alsop’s accomplishments and 
foster discussions about women’s role in the arts. 
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D E E P  B L U E S

DIRECTOR Robert Mugge
DISTRIBUTOR Film Movement
GENRE History, Music, Documentary, Popular 
Culture
RATING Not Rated
RELEASE DATE November 23, 2021
DURATION 91 minutes
REVIEW DATE April 15, 2022

Review by J. Zimmerman
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Shot in 1990 by music film director Robert Mugge
and music scholar Robert Palmer,  Deep Blues is a
deep dive into Mississippi blues culture and roots.
With an almost one-sided focus on the music, it is
less a documentary and more a personal Blues
festival featuring blues legends like R.L. Burnside, Big
Jack Johnson, Junior Kimbrough, and Jessie Mae
Hemphill. The audio capture is phenomenal and
there is a lot of interesting imagery on display from
onlookers dancing and drinking to the band
members' signals and sometimes bizarre styles of
playing guitar.

Though both Robert Palmer and bankroller David
Stewart make appearances and discuss blues music
and history, these conversations are kept short and
poignant. The focus is on the music and the
musicians. There is a lack of interview content within
the film which makes the experience less informative
than a typical documentary, but music lovers and
blues scholars won’t mind: the music often speaks for
itself.

The style of the narrated documentary segments is a
bit stale and dated, but given the lack of spoken
content throughout the film, this isn’t much of an
issue. That’s the only issue worth listing; there
weren’t many things to complain about in this film.
Most of the names showcased on the back of the case
are well known by blues lovers.
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An outstanding performance by the late R.L. Burnside
is one of the first presented in Deep Blues and the
performances only get more impressive. More
modern, electrified delta blues presented by Booba
Barnes and others round out the documentary with
long segments of several songs from each concert.

The outstanding audio capture really sings on Blu-
Ray and is recommended for any audiophile’s
collection. While there are better places to get
information about the blues, musicians, and the
cultural roots of the musical tradition, there aren’t
many better places to hear perfect examples. This
auditory adventure through Northern and Southern
Mississippi blues cultures is highly recommended for
public library shelves specializing in music and the
genre of blues. 

A C A D E M I C  S U B J E C T S :  
 Music, Blues Music

Best Documentaries 2022 - Buyer's Guide
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L I B R A R Y  S H E L V E S :  

College music courses and public library collections 
focusing on blues music



G U E R I L L A  V O I C E S

DIRECTOR Sjoerd van Grootheest
DISTRIBUTOR Pragda
GENRE Documentary, Biography, Social Issues, 
Political Issues
RATING Not Rated
RELEASE DATE April 2018
DURATION 74 minutes
REVIEW DATE May 3, 2022

Review by J. Zimmerman
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Thoughtful, personal, and level-headed documentary,
Guerilla Voices follows a group of FARC-EP fighters
who have agreed to lay down their arms and rejoin
society. Director Sjoerd van Grootheest creates a
beautiful rapport with a number of FARC guerillas
who share their stories, their feelings, and their
political beliefs with the camera over the course of
about two years. From the get-go, the guerrillas are
hopeful but cautious.

They repeat the fact that they are meeting their end
of the bargain with the government, that they have
relocated and ceased military patrols. They are ready
to enter into civilian life. The government, however,
fails to fulfill its promises time and again: there are
no shelters ready when the FARC-EP arrives so they
build their own ‘huts’ from saplings and plastic, there
are no building materials or tools left behind when
the government contracted workers are ordered to
leave, and there is little if not no communication
with the government to the guerillas.

It is an insightful documentary, enlightening, honest,
and beautiful. Guerilla Voices does an outstanding
job of capturing the wonder of the landscape and the
emotions and beliefs of its subjects. The rich greens
of foliage and white mists of mountain fog and
clouds make an outstanding backdrop to the study of
the lives of these now former fighters. 
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The documentary focuses much more on each
individual and their thoughts and words rather than
painting with broad strokes and letting the
leadership speak for everyone.

The conversations recorded are less about violence
and politics, though both come up at times, and
much more about personal wants, desires, and
beliefs. The personal histories, charming stories, and
private hopes each fighter shares are the most
intriguing part of this documentary. There are few
documentaries that capture the human element of
the long-raging civil war in Colombia, and Guerilla
Voices is an outstanding exception. This superior
documentary is highly recommended for any film
collection related to international political issues.
Editor’s Choice. 

A C A D E M I C  S U B J E C T S :  
 Biography, Social Issues, Politics, International 

Issues, Psychology

Best Documentaries 2022 - Buyer's Guide
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College courses focusing on psychology during war 

and violence



I M P E R F E C T

DIRECTOR Brian Malone, Regan Linton
DISTRIBUTOR Fast Forward Films
GENRE Disability, Musical, Music, Documentary
RATING Not Rated
RELEASE DATE November 5, 2021
DURATION 77 minutes
REVIEW DATE June 28, 2022

 
Review by Sue-Ellen Beauregard
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The Phamaly Theatre Company in Denver is a
“creative home for theater artists with disabilities”
and this uplifting documentary, directed by Regan
Linton and Brian Malone, follows Phamaly artistic
director Linton as she coordinates the theater
company’s production of the popular musical
Chicago. A car accident in college left Linton
paralyzed from the waist down and the program
begins with Linton at home before “rolling out into
the world” to begin auditions. All the hopefuls
possess some type of cognitive, physical, or mental
disability running the gamut from multiple sclerosis
and cerebral palsy to autism and epilepsy.

Like most audition processes, the actors perform in
front of theater staff who critically evaluate the
candidates, including effervescent Lucy Roucis who
exhibits early-onset Parkinson’s disease, Megan
McGuire whose one arm is shortened due to
congenital limb loss, Leonard Barrett Jr with multiple
sclerosis, and Laurcie Quinn who has a degenerative
joint disease and complex partial seizure condition.

We also follow some of the actors outside the
theater, including Adam Johnson who excitedly
receives a phone call at home that he will be part of
the cast. The first rehearsal is a chair reading where
the actors go through their lines. Individual
disabilities take a back seat to the actors’
preparations, practices, and occasional frustrations
as the film tracks rehearsals, costume fittings, and
more right up through the opening night.
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Prior to the opening, Linton has a mini-meltdown,
questioning her approach, wondering if she is
leading the actors in the right direction, and
worrying that she is setting the cast up for failure.
No worries as we catch opening night jitters that
give way to top-notch musical and dance scenes,
prompting a resounding standing ovation and a
critically acclaimed sold-out run. Final musically
enhanced snapshots showcase each actor with a
listing of individual disabilities. This joyful film
speaks to a wide audience, including theater lovers,
actors, and others who may see themselves in this
group of diverse performers who follow their
dreams. An outstanding selection for film collections
and library programming promoting disability
awareness. Editors’ Choice. 

L I B R A R Y  S H E L V E S :  
Musical theatre education and public library 

collections focusing on disability
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 Disability, Music, Theatre, Musicals



I N T O  T H E  L I G H T  W I T H  C I T E  M E M O I R E

DIRECTOR Janice Zolf
DISTRIBUTOR Seventh Art Releasing
GENRE History, Art, Documentary
RATING Not Rated
RELEASE DATE October 2020
DURATION 44 minutes
REVIEW DATE May 13, 2022

Review by Trudie Root
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Considered the largest projection installation in the
world, Cite Memoire provides residents and visitors
to Montreal a multimedia experience in looking at
the city’s history, diversity, and humanity. Scattered
throughout old Montreal, short films are projected
on the walls of historic buildings relating significant
stories from Montreal’s past and present. Visitors
access a mobile app to listen to the short films and
the audio is available in several languages. 

Film director Janice Zolf takes viewers behind the
scenes in idea formation and realization of these
creative projections for Cite Memoire. Known for
their association with Cirque du Soleil, artistic
directors Michael Lemieux and Victor Pilon create
the concepts and design for 27 installations in
Montreal and work with playwright Michael Marc
Bouchard on the dramatic scripts for each vignette.
These men also narrate the film.   

On one building a Jewish orphan transport train
arrives in Montreal in 1947 carrying holocaust
survivors. Couples await orphans they plan to adopt
and one family greets a young man. Viewers hear the
thoughts of the players. In another tableau, Marie-
Joseph Angelique, a slave, is escaping from the great
fire in Montreal in 1734; she appears to be running
out of the building toward the viewers who learn
from Marie-Joseph that she is accused of setting the
fire and will be hanged. Juxtaposed against Marie-
Joseph’s fate is Jackie Robinson, who comes running
out of the same building after hitting a home run;
Jackie is the first black baseball player and the crowd
loudly cheers for Jackie.  
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Humorous stories are told as well. In Montreal, the
first of July is known for moving, and family and
friends all get involved in the activity. In this
vignette, renowned hockey player Maurice (Rocket)
Richard uses quick athletic maneuvers and plenty of
hilarity to move his brother-in-law’s furniture items
from the second floor down to the street.   
 
Some of the projections are artistic—especially one
on the Old Port Clock Tower. With the music of
“Suzanne," by Leonard Cohen, a woman is dancing in
mid-air on the tower beneath the moon. To create
the drama, a dancer in a flowing costume is filmed as
she performs her dance underwater. Ethereal, the
projection conveys a sense of freedom. 

 In another installation, a tribute is paid to Joe Beef,
a tavern owner who devoted his money and energy to
feeding the poor in the 1800s. Both rich and poor
people attend Joe Beef’s funeral, and, as they pass by,
individuals turn and look straight at the viewers.
Time passes and honor is paid to another charitable
man—Father Emmett Johns “Pops”, who died in 2018.    

With inspiring stories and fascinating projections,
Into the Light with Cite Memoire is a remarkable film;
director Janice Zolf documents the making of this
installation art in a memorable way. Highly
recommended for academic library film collections
with a focus on art. Suitable for art history
professors to use in their classrooms. Editor’s
Choice.  
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A C A D E M I C  S U B J E C T S :  
 

L I B R A R Y  S H E L V E S :  

Art, History

Art departments in academic libraries for 
universities or high schools
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J U S T  L I K E  M E :  V I E T N A M  W A R  S T O R I E S  
F R O M  A L L  S I D E S

DIRECTOR Ron Osgood
DISTRIBUTOR Ron Osgood Productions
GENRE Documentary, War, History
RATING Not Rated
RELEASE DATE 2020
DURATION 58 minutes
REVIEW DATE June 27, 2022

Review by J. Zimmerman
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Just Like Me gets its name from one of the American
soldiers interviewed in this riveting documentary. He
tells a story of finding letters left in the camps of
Vietcong soldiers and how, when translated, their
stories were identical, just opposite. The Vietnamese
soldiers had families, lovers, and friends who had the
same worries as the wives, parents, and children the
American GIs left back home. It forced a realization,
“These guys are just like me”.

Narrator, interviewer and director Ron Osgood takes
us on a trip to Vietnam and through history to
explore the connection of Vietnam veterans on all
sides including drafted American soldiers, North
Vietnamese patriots, South Vietnamese Republicans,
and Refugees of all stripes. While discussing the war
and using occasional combat footage, the focus of
Just Like Me rests on the people who were there.
Osgood exposes us to the many forgotten or untold
stories of the war and brings them together in one of
the most outstanding short documentaries I have
ever seen.

This documentary is perfect for library programming
on any veteran’s day, POW, or Vietnam remembrance
event. At just over an hour long, Osgood manages to
expose us to a plethora of views, stories, and
cultures on all sides of the war. His meticulous eye
for the humanity of people really shines. While I wish
there was a bit more length to the included
interviews, especially that of critically acclaimed
writer Tim O’Brien, Osgood does an excellent job of
selecting only those segments which drive the
documentary forward. 
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Just Like Me does a better job of exploring the
Vietnam War than any documentary I’ve seen on the
subject. It dives into cracks that are difficult to
access beyond propaganda and language barriers.

One interesting fact stated early on (and which I was
surprised I had never considered) was the
Vietnamese name for the Vietnam War: They call it
‘The American War.' This theme of identical but
opposite is the lifeblood of this documentary and
drives the unyielding focus on the arts and the
experiences of soldiers and non-combatants on all
sides. Just Like Me: Vietnam War Stories from All
Sides is a superior documentary that belongs on all
library shelves. It is also well suited to war, art, and
history film collections in academic libraries, being
surprisingly suitable for all ages. Editor’s Choice.

A C A D E M I C  S U B J E C T S :  
 War, Art, History, Psychology, Anthropology
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L I B R A R Y  S H E L V E S :  

College and high school classrooms studying the 
Vietnam War 



M A N I F E S T  D E S T I N Y  J E S U S
 DIRECTOR Josh Aaseng, T. Geronimo Johnson, 

 Daemond Arrindell
DISTRIBUTOR New Day Films
GENRE History, Documentary, Biography, Social 
Issues, Race
RATING Not Rated
RELEASE DATE 2021
DURATION 41 minutes
REVIEW DATE October 10, 2022

Review by Kat Walsh
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Manifest Destiny Jesus is an award-winning
documentary that, as the voice-over states, 'is
dedicated to the future memory of white supremacy,
the new world’s original gangster.' It is set in Seattle.
Washington, a metropolis that was built on
traditional land and has grown to become the
headquarters for some of the world’s biggest
corporations. 

With the population growth, the film points out that
gentrification has greatly taken place in this city.
The story is told by residents of these developing
neighborhoods. We meet people like Ian Eisenberg, a
shop owner, Pastor Reggie Witherspoon, and Pastor
Darla Defrance who share what gentrification
initially meant: the growth of a neighborhood. But
Pastor Reggie points out that even he can no longer
afford to live there despite having roots there. 

Pastor Defrance likens gentrification to biblical tales
in the Bible. Why is this important? Because there is
a connection between religion and gentrification.
Everyone grew up knowing that Jesus was a clean,
white man, regardless of his background.

This causes tension, division, and ultimately the
pushing out of the locals in an area. Most colonizers
used the church to encroach on native spaces. They
felt that they were coming to free the minorities
from forms of oppression, ironically by using
religious oppression.
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Fast forward to 2017 to the Charlottesville riots and
it still shows that the White Jesus complex still
connects to white supremacy. A church then decides
it is time to change the face of Jesus after a powerful
sermon.

The story is short but powerful and shows how
religion has been used around the world to oppress
and segregate. This documentary beautifully weaves
different stories from the past and present that tell
the story of how gentrification came to be and its
consequences for the people of color who live in
such areas, such as Seattle, which is highlighted in
the film. It is a story that still continues and evokes
conversation surrounding race, home ownership,
police brutality, and the White Jesus theory.

A C A D E M I C  S U B J E C T S :  
 

L I B R A R Y  S H E L V E S :  

Religious Studies, Social Studies, History, and 
Political Studies 

 
 

Historical documentary collections in academic 
libraries 
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M A R I P O S A S  D E L  C A M P O
 

DIRECTOR Bill Yahraus
DISTRIBUTOR Pony Highway Productions
GENRE Documentary, Race, Biography, Social 
Issues
RATING Not Rated
RELEASE DATE November 15, 2021
DURATION 88 minutes
REVIEW DATE July 5, 2022

Review by J. Zimmerman
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Mariposas del Campo is a thought-provoking study
on immigration in America. The title translates to
‘Butterflies of the Field’; a very poetic way of
connecting the film’s subjects. Each has spent at
least some time working the strawberry fields as a
teenager. This compelling documentary uses mixed
footage to tell the stories of a handful of young
Mixtecan- and Zapotec-American teenagers from
2016 through 2018. Some content is professional
interviews while some are fly-on-the-wall style
documentation and still others are vlog-style self-
reporting from the kids themselves. This allows the
subjects of the documentary to really control where
the film goes.

Each of the ‘mariposas’ has a different focus, but
they are all bound together by a collective hope for
something better. It’s a sort of destiny for better or
worse. In an odd way, the focus on this sub-group of
immigrants brings to light how similar their situation
is to many Americans: their parents work hard so
their children can go to school, their grades aren’t
good enough to earn full-ride scholarships, and their
parent’s businesses flounder and they feel a
responsibility to help in spite of their desire for an
education. All of these issues are complicated by
their immigration status and indigenous roots.

If you watch one film about Central American
cultures or American Immigration this year, it should
be Mariposas del Campo.
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It is a bold act of cultural preservation and shows the
human cost of the continuing animosity of our
government and many individual Americans towards
those who simply seek a better life within the great
mixing pot that is our nation. 

Highlighted are many different cultural traditions
from Oaxaca and beyond as well as spoken Mixtecan
and Zapotec.

This documentary shows that there are no illegal
people, just people. Mariposas del Campo is an
intimate and honest look into the lives of
undocumented children and tells many stories which
need to be heard and amplified. This documentary is
outstanding and highly recommended for academic
and public libraries. Editor’s Choice.

A C A D E M I C  S U B J E C T S :  
 

L I B R A R Y  S H E L V E S :  

Mexico, Mexican Indigenous cultures, and 
documentary filmmaking

Public or academic library shelves on Mixtecan or 
Zapotec culture
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M A R X  C A N  W A I T
 

DIRECTOR Marco Bellocchio
DISTRIBUTOR Strand Releasing
GENRE Documentary, Biography, Political 
Issues, Social Issues, Art, World Cinema
WRITER Marco Bellocchio
RELEASE DATE July 15, 2021
DURATION 96 minutes
REVIEW DATE July 25, 2022

Review by Kevin Hall
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Marx Can Wait revolves around a tragedy: the
suicide of Camillo Bellochio in 1968. His brother,
Marco, is now a celebrated Italian director in the
vein of auteurs like Fellini, Pasolini, Visconti, and
various others. Politics oozes through Bellochio’s
work, but in Marx Can Wait, he switches from the
political to the personal. The film’s title comes from
a conversation Marco had with his brother. Voicing
his displeasure with the way his life has gone, Marco
encourages him to dive into politics. “Marx can wait”
was Camillo’s cryptic response.

The director reunites members of his family to
discuss Camillo and his death in 1968. His abrupt
suicide helped them all form their own views on life,
politics, art, faith, and various other subjects. Shot
over many years, the Bellochio clan reunites in the
small town of Piacenza in Northern Italy. They
reminisce about their upbringing (Marco was one of
eight children, and five survive today), and the
classic documentary tropes of old photographs and
film clips (much from Marco’s own works) permeate
throughout.

However, the film draws its power from the family
itself. Through Marco Bellocchio's intimate direction,
you can truly see the way Camillo impacted each
member. Marco discusses how growing up in
Vicenza, as well as his relationship with Camillo and
his family, influenced films like In the Name of the
Father and Fists in the Pocket. This family unit, now
mostly in their eighties, tries simultaneously to make
sense of who they are now and who they were
growing up.
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It is a shockingly raw and haunting documentary.
Camillo Bellochio may have ended his life in 1968 but
over fifty years later, he still remains a driving force
in these people’s lives. The film would work well for
those studying Italian history and Italian cinema, or
those studying to become family or grief counselors. 

A C A D E M I C  S U B J E C T S :  
 Italian History, Italian Cinema, Politics, Social Issues, 

International Issues
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L I B R A R Y  S H E L V E S :  

College and public library collections for lovers of 
Italian cinema, 



T H E  M O N O P O L Y  O F  V I O L E N C E
 

DIRECTOR Chris Cofer
DISTRIBUTOR Big World Pictures
GENRE Documentary, Political Issues, Social 
Issues
RATING Not Rated
RELEASE DATE March 22, 2022
DURATION 86 minutes
REVIEW DATE April 11, 2022

Review by J. Zimmerman
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This documentary uses a tight, personal style to
deliver a long-form argument about the nature of
state violence and the issue of legitimacy. Interviews
with protesters, bystanders, professionals, scholars,
and policemen make up the majority of this film’s
content. These slow conversations are punctuated by
raw footage, often captured on cell phones. 

The speakers set up a political or philosophical idea,
then the footage allows the viewer to apply their own
or the stated philosophy to a real-life scenario. Then
further discussion, usually in duos, occurs usually
centered around lived experience rather than
philosophical ideals. This pattern repeats until the
end of the film.

The film’s original title in French, Un pays qui se tient
sage, is a play on the words spoken by one French
National Police officer during the arrest of 153 high-
school student protesters from Mantes-la-Jolie in
2018. The policeman filming proudly says "Voilà une
classe qui se tient sage", roughly translated as “Well,
isn’t this a well-behaved class!” In the cell phone
footage, we can see the 153 students held in a
backyard at gunpoint, forced to kneel in rows with
their hands raised behind their heads. It’s later
disclosed these teenagers were forced to hold this
position for upwards of 5 hours.
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Director David Dufresne offers no footage calmer
than this. The rest of the footage contains beatings,
blood, and mutilation. Raw, violent, and shocking,
these images ask the question “What made this use
of force legitimate?” Of the varied French citizens
interviewed, we hear many answers for each
example. It also asks the viewer, “Was this legitimate
violence?" 

To those who seek it, this documentary acts as an
invitation into a philosophical discussion that has
been with humanity for at least as long as writing:
Whose violence is legitimate, and what makes it so?

While I personally was entranced by this
documentary and the philosophical nature of the
discussion, I can understand why this wouldn’t be a
documentary for every public library shelf. While the
raw, shocking footage and philosophical discussion
make this documentary a fantastic study of police
brutality, it also makes it a hard film to watch.

It should be clearly stated that there is extreme
violence and gore in this documentary when making
recommendations. The discussion would also be
terribly dry for those uninterested. That being said,
this superior documentary belongs in college
libraries and in political or philosophy library
collections.
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A C A D E M I C  S U B J E C T S :  
 

L I B R A R Y  S H E L V E S :  

Race, Police Brutality 

College libraries and in political or philosophy 
library collections
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Those planning events about police brutality should
consider circulating or showing this documentary as
a part of library programming. The Monopoly of
Violence is highly recommended. Editor’s Choice.
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O N  T H E S E  G R O U N D S

DIRECTOR Garrett Zevgetis
DISTRIBUTOR Gravitas Ventures
GENRE Political Issues, Race, Documentary, 
Social Issues
RATING Not Rated
RELEASE DATE September 24, 2021
DURATION 101 minutes
REVIEW DATE July 25, 2022

 
Review by J. Zimmerman
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An in-depth look at an incident of police brutality
which occurred at Spring Valley high school in South
Carolina in 2015, On These Grounds follows the
officer and students involved and uses a variety of
techniques, footage, and stylings to explore the
reality of corporal punishment of children in schools.
Beautiful drone footage and true crime stylings make
for excellent, rapid-fire exposition for the incident
and make the information the documentarians wish
to get across much more palatable and memorable.

The film throws us into several interviews including
experts on institutional racism, local activists, and
the officer who was captured brutalizing the 16 year
old girl in the viral video. She and her friends make
appearances later in the film. The film concludes in
an interesting way, focusing on the continued
recovery and activism of students who have been
abused and assaulted in public schools nationally and
those who support them.

While there is a focus on the footage and the event,
there is enough space to breathe between each
segment. The viewer is exposed to the brutality but
doesn’t drown in it. The use of a transformative lens
made this movie very interesting. Following the
officer who committed the filmed assault which went
viral seemed a poor choice in the beginning, though
as we follow him we see how much effort he and
others put into his defense though they know the act
is wrong, brutal, and unjust.
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It shows just how much work it is for him not to face
his actions and cast himself as a victim of the
system. Allowing the girl who was assaulted to speak
for herself and showing all the work she puts into
her own healing after seeing a middle-aged man
argue, ignore, and smirk about the same situation
really puts things into perspective.

On These Grounds uses this trauma-informed
perspective to cement the idea that blame is not the
same as justice and that a broken system cannot
deliver justice in the first place: Healing and
transformation are the cures to the ill that is
corporal punishment of children in schools and
institutional racism in America. This superior
documentary belongs on library shelves.

A C A D E M I C  S U B J E C T S :  
 

L I B R A R Y  S H E L V E S :  

Police Brutality, Corporal Punishment, and 
Transformative Justice

Academic librarians should consider this title for 
students of Gender Studies, Racial Theory, Criminal 

Justice, and Teaching
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P A D A U K :  M Y A N M A R  S P R I N G
 DIRECTOR Jeanne Marie Hallacy, Rares Michael 

Ghilezan
DISTRIBUTOR Documentary Educational 
Resources
GENRE Documentary, Political Issues, World 
Cinema
RATING Not Rated
RELEASE DATE October 21, 2021
DURATION 56 minutes
REVIEW DATE November 3, 2022

Review by Kevin Hall
Best Documentaries 2022 - Buyer's Guide
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Directors Jeanne Hallacy and Rares Michael
Ghilezain take viewers to the embattled country of
Myanmar for their film Padauk: Myanmar Spring. It is
a riveting tale of conflict, hope, and activism.

One character the film focuses on is first-time
protestor Nant. Along with various human rights
activists, we see throughout the film's fifty-six
minutes Nant’s political awakening. She realizes the
truth of her country’s brutal rule, one that has waged
a vicious war against its own citizens for years. Nant,
now safe living in the US, discusses how Myanmar
pulled a veil over its people through violence and
propaganda.

Another character we see is Zaw, a teacher-turned-
activist. A self-proclaimed member of “Gen Z,” Zaw
and her fellow citizens realized they were the final
generation to rise against the military and fight for
their rights as a people. Zaw details decades of
oppression. His grandparents floundered against
General Ne Win. His parents buckled under the rule
of Than Shwe. The current enemy is General Min
Aung Hlaing. It is this generational struggle that
paints the picture of this stunning documentary.

Poetry and art are interspersed throughout the film
to beautiful effect. You’re left to realize the enormity
of the situation in the country, and how much people
like Nant and Zaw have to fight for. The film would
work for political science and international relations
students as well as those studying Asian history.

Best Documentaries 2022 - Buyer's Guide
videolibrarian.com



A C A D E M I C  S U B J E C T S :  
 Political Science, International Relations, Asian 

History.
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L I B R A R Y  S H E L V E S :  

College classes centering on Asian History and 
international relations
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A  R E C K O N I N G  I N  B O S T O N

DIRECTOR James Rutenbeck
DISTRIBUTOR Bullfrog Films
GENRE Documentary, Social Issues, Political 
Issues, Race
RATING Not Rated
RELEASE DATE January 17, 2021
DURATION 83 minutes
REVIEW DATE June 13, 2022

 
Review by Kevin Hall

Best Documentaries 2022 - Buyer's Guide
videolibrarian.com 60

https://videolibrarian.com/topics/james-rutenbeck/
https://videolibrarian.com/locations/bullfrog-films/
https://videolibrarian.com/topics/documentary/
https://videolibrarian.com/topics/social-issues/
https://videolibrarian.com/topics/political-issues/
https://videolibrarian.com/topics/political-issues/
https://videolibrarian.com/topics/race/
https://videolibrarian.com/topics/rated-1/
http://bit.ly/3E39kwW


Simultaneously scathing and educational, James
Rutenbeck’s A Reckoning in Boston details the racial
and political divides in the Massachusetts capital. It
is a take-no-prisoners look into the disparities that
continue to exist in the city.

Rutenbeck uses an immersive method in his
storytelling. Half a decade earlier, he sat in on the
Clemente Course in Dorchester, a tuition-free school
offering humanities courses. It is here he met the
two protagonists of his work, people that illuminate
the inequalities in the city. This approach gives the
film a deeper level of authenticity and allows the
viewers to connect to Rutenbeck’s subjects on a
more emotional level.

The first of these protagonists is the retiree Carl
Chandler, a voracious reader, an autodidact.
Following a divorce, Chandler raised two daughters
in a small apartment and now spends his time doting
over a granddaughter. The Clemente Course offers
him a way to further his education at Harvard. We
then are met with the second protagonist Kafi Dixon,
a bus driver with dreams of becoming a marine
biologist. Dixon has spent a lot of her life shuttling
through homeless shelters.

Both protagonists are African-American in a city that
is overwhelmingly white, and Rutenbeck discusses
the various difficulties these citizens face, including
financial woes, housing issues, and access to
education. 
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Rutenbeck is no amateur; he’s one of New England’s
most accomplished documentary filmmakers, and A
Reckoning in Boston is a sobering example of his
talent. Rutenbeck allows his subjects time to shine.
He’s never patronizing or condescending to his
subjects.

It’s an illuminating look at a city with deep problems
at its core, rife with racism and inequality. The film
would be a great addition for those studying
sociology, the development of urban cities, and 20th-
century social issues. This film would be suitable for
an outdoor screening, most logically in or near the
Boston area.

A C A D E M I C  S U B J E C T S :  
 Sociology, Urban Development, Social Issues, 

Politics, History
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L I B R A R Y  S H E L V E S :  
College courses focusing on the development of 

urban cities and 20th century social issues



T H E  R E D  O R C H E S T R A
 

DIRECTOR Carl-Ludwig Rettinger
DISTRIBUTOR Seventh Art Releasing
GENRE Music, History, War, Documentary
RATING Not Rated
RELEASE DATE March 25, 2022
DURATION 125 minutes
REVIEW DATE August 14, 2022

 
Review by J. Zimmerman
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The Red Orchestra is an intriguing dive into the
history of two separate World War II resistance cells
which have been granted the same name. These Red
Orchestras originally formed in complete isolation
from each other; One headed by a ranking member of
the Luftwaffe, the other by a Jewish rebel who cut
his teeth attempting to form a socialist government
in Palestine a decade before. As the war drives on,
we see the latter flee his assigned home base in
Belgium to set up in Paris soon thereafter.

Peppered throughout the documentary are snippets
of two films, One from East Berlin and the other from
West Berlin, depicting the struggles of these freedom
fighters. Both films as well as history seek to slander
and redbait these groups which would become
known as The Red Orchestra since one group was
directly funded by the Russian state during its
inception as well as the leftist leanings of many of
both group’s members. This excellent documentary
points out the fallacies, Nazi lies, Soviet
embarrassments, and newly uncovered history which
tells a truer story of these Red Orchestras.

The major weakness of this film is the overambitious
nature of The Red Orchestra’s scope. While using the
classic films as a dramatic backdrop is an
outstanding touch, It’s rarely stated which of the two
films is being shown and the analysis of these films
jerks us from the 1930s and 40s into the 60s and 70s
and Cold War era politics with little grace. Those
looking for a comprehensive film analysis of either
film dramatization may be disappointed. 



Those looking for a compelling history documentary
or a spy story, however, will find much enjoyment in
The Red Orchestra.

To add compelling information, correct false
assumptions, and reveal new additions to the
historical narrative, expert historians, grandchildren
of several Red Orchestra members, and the son of
one pair of spies lend their voices to this
documentary. The points raised by these experts
expand the narrative of the Red Orchestra to act as a
case study to understand some early Cold War
political actions.

Former Nazi and Red Army politicians and officials
grasped at every scapegoat and straw of legitimacy
to divert attention from the atrocities and blunders
of the Second World War committed by their orders
and hands including fabricating the idea of ‘Soviet
agents among us’ using the Red Orchestras’
existences as proof. Those seeking a WWII
documentary that looks beyond the front line should
consider The Red Orchestra first. Highly
Recommended.

L I B R A R Y  S H E L V E S :  
 Academic libraries should consider this title for 
professors teaching World War II, espionage, or 

resistance movements

Best Documentaries 2022 - Buyer's Guide
videolibrarian.com

A C A D E M I C  S U B J E C T S :  
 Music, History, War
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A  S E X P L A N A T I O N
 DIRECTOR Alex Liu

DISTRIBUTOR Passion River Films
GENRE Health & Wellness, Documentary, Social 
Issues
RATING Not Rated
RELEASE DATE June 7, 2022
DURATION 81 minutes
REVIEW DATE August 1, 2022

 
Review by Ally Ham
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In the comedy documentary A Sexplanation, director
Alex Liu initiates a frank discussion about the lack of
comprehensive sex education in America. Contrary
to the usual humorless and awkward tone of “the sex
talk,” Liu breaks down questions and misconceptions
about sex with a refreshingly irreverent and witty
approach.

“I believed that sex outside of marriage would ruin
me in the eyes of my family and society,” Liu
confesses. “And in America, this idea was reinforced
everywhere.” Raised to have little understanding of
sex and sexuality, Liu grew up believing his sexual
thoughts were wrong and twisted—feelings all the
more exacerbated by growing up gay in the 90s.

Now, as a 36-year-old man, Liu is out and accepted
by his family. Still, the filmmaker recognizes some
gaps in his sex education and can’t quite shake the
shame he feels from his sexual fantasies. Curious as
to whether he’s alone in this, Liu sets out to explore
the state of sex education in America and gathers a
host of voices from the U.S. and Canada to shed light
on the topic: from the personal experiences of his
friends and family to research from sex educators
and therapists to the convictions of politicians and
priests. 

Liu’s compilation of interviews doesn’t so much
function as corrective sex education as it does to
direct attention to a problem within America’s
school, family, and religious systems. That is, all
three have hampered comprehensive sex education
in some way. With a forgiving tone, 

Best Documentaries 2022 - Buyer's Guide
videolibrarian.com



Liu’s comedy documentary traces how his generation
has failed back to how these systems failed his
parents and his grandparents before them.

Noting how generations share misconceptions—
about menstruation, birth control, sex organs, sexual
orientation, fantasies, masturbation, and
pornography— A Sexplanation ties this connection
back to a culture of shame. That culture frames Liu's
own relatable experiences. His personal journey is
the most compelling part of the documentary, as he
develops from nervously laughing at stating the word
“erection” in front of his parents to embracing
vulnerability and stepping inside an MRI machine in
order to “donate an orgasm to science.” 

As Liu unpacks and lets go of his own shame, the
comedy documentary compassionately invites
viewers to do the same. Although not dealing with
wholly original information regarding sex education
in America, A Sexplanation puts a fresh, comedic, and
surprisingly heartwarming spin on the taboo subject.
Highly recommended.

L I B R A R Y  S H E L V E S :  

Media librarians should consider this title for 
academic libraries and health/wellness and sex 

education classes. 
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A C A D E M I C  S U B J E C T S :  
 Health, Psychology, Gender and Sexuality, Social 

Issues



S U R V I V I N G  S E X  T R A F F I C K I N G
 DIRECTOR Sadhvi Siddhali Shree

DISTRIBUTOR Collective Eye Films
GENRE Documentary, Biography, Women's 
Studies, Social Issues
RATING Not Rated
RELEASE DATE April 1, 2022
DURATION 70 minutes
REVIEW DATE September 25, 2022

 
Review by Kat Walsh
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Sex trafficking is arguably one of the worst forms of
human abuse. There are 45 million sex trafficking
victims, mostly young girls that will never see their
families again, and only 1% manage to escape.
Surviving Sex Trafficking seeks to shine the light on
the illegal activity by listening to those who managed
to free themselves, uncover their pain and lead them
on the journey to recovery. The documentary is one
of Sadhvi Siddhali Shree's best works as a filmmaker.
Surviving Sex Trafficking is about three sex
trafficking victims, Rachel Fischer, Angela Williams,
and Kendra Geronimo. 

Rachel’s father was a gang leader who prostituted
her mother. Rachel ended up in a foster family where
children were raped and blackmailed by a phony
modeling agency. Joining a nursing school helped her
escape, and she’s now helping other people who are
going through the same traumatic experience. 

Surviving Sex Trafficking follows Angela who was
recruited into a fake modeling agency when she was
17 and forced to become a stripper and prostitute. In
the documentary, Angela recounts that her pimp
posed as her manager or life coach. One day, he beat
her so severely with a nightstick that she broke her
forearm, shattered her hand, and was left with
enormous bruises. 

Kendra’s story is different. Two women laced her
drink and when she regained consciousness, a pimp
pointed a gun at her and forced her to agree to his
terms.
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The hard-hitting documentary explores how the
three ladies saved themselves, what their lives were
like afterward, and whether justice was served.
Surviving Sex Trafficking is an in-depth look at some
of the worst parts of humanity and how victims of
sex trafficking fight to get their lives back. It is an
eye-opener and gets very emotional; you will be
enraged and deeply saddened throughout the
duration of the film.

L I B R A R Y  S H E L V E S :  

Public or academic library shelves where educational 
materials relating to sex trafficking, human rights 

violations, and gender-related injustices are stored. 
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A C A D E M I C  S U B J E C T S :  
 Women's Studies, Psychology, Social Issues



T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  O F  I N S A N I T Y

DIRECTOR Brenna Sanchez, Tom Putnam
DISTRIBUTOR Dark Star Pictures
GENRE Documentary, Social Issues, 
Political Issues
RATING Not Rated
RELEASE DATE December 14, 2021
DURATION 99 minutes
REVIEW DATE April 25, 2022

Review by Kevin Hall
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Freedom of speech has been a hot-button issue, both
in film and in the real world. The 2021 film The
United States of Insanity takes this idea to a very
unusual place: the land of Juggalos.

The film revolves around the Insane Clown Posse,
and their fans, as they fight against the FBI labeling
them a gang. You get a deep glimpse into Joseph
Bruce (aka Violent J) and Joseph Utsler (Shaggy 2
Dope) and their “Juggalo” fanbase. The film works
whether or not you’re familiar with ICP’s music and
subculture, as filmmakers Tom Putnam and Brenna
Sanchez spend time describing their music and
fanbase.

The film does well in describing the group’s
“otherness,” and how they were labeled untalented
misfits despite selling out shows and having such a
dedicated fanbase. They’re constantly “othered”
throughout, as is their Juggalo fanbase. They’re
always outsiders, but, if you listen to any of the
interviews, they don’t mind that. They just want to be
left alone with their clown makeup and their Faygo.
Then you have the FBI, who tries labeling them and
their fanbase a gang.

Violent J and Shaggy 2 Dope then team up with the
ACLU to fight against this distinction. It is
undeniably hilarious, yet still powerful, to see these
two entertainers in full ICP regalia standing in unity
with buttoned-up lawyers. 
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The film provides a glimpse into this group’s ascent
and the power of their fanbase. You don’t need to be
a Juggalo to appreciate this. But it certainly doesn’t
hurt. A unique purchase for library collections with a
focus on music, politics, and social issues. 

L I B R A R Y  S H E L V E S :  

 Unique purchase for library collections with a focus 
on music, politics, and social issues. 
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A C A D E M I C  S U B J E C T S :  
 Politics, Social Issues, Music
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W A R R I O R  L A W Y E R S :  D E F E N D E R S  O F  
S A C R E D  J U S T I C E

 DIRECTOR Audrey Geyer
DISTRIBUTOR Visions
GENRE Social Issues, Documentary, Political Issues
RATING Not Rated
RELEASE DATE May 1, 2022
DURATION 56 minutes
REVIEW DATE August 4, 2022

Review by Nils Skurda

Best Documentaries 2022 - Buyer's Guide
videolibrarian.com 77

https://videolibrarian.com/topics/audrey-geyer/
http://bit.ly/3lAg3ba
https://videolibrarian.com/topics/social-issues/
https://videolibrarian.com/topics/documentary/
https://videolibrarian.com/topics/political-issues/
https://videolibrarian.com/topics/rated-1/
http://bit.ly/3K7vQbN


From director Audrey Geyer comes Warrior Lawyers:
Defenders of Sacred Justice, a compelling
documentary that explores the efforts of Native
American lawyers to address prevalent
socioeconomic issues in indigenous communities.
Focusing on the Chippewa and Ottawa tribes in
Michigan, this documentary furnishes profound
insights into the restorative justice system that tribal
governments follow in their approach to the welfare
of indigenous children, mental health and wellness
issues, and the resolution of disputes between
community members. 

Through these perspectives, the documentary
provides a unique opportunity to learn about
alternative methods of justice practiced by Native
Americans and the ways in which they can be applied
to the broader legal system in the United States.

The documentary opens with a narration by various
Native American lawyers who discuss their
motivations for entering the legal field. A unifying
factor is the determination to advocate for the rights
of Native Americans. A notable example is Hon. Allie
Greenleaf Maldonado, a judge representing the
Odawa Indians, who states: “When I speak, I speak
for my people.” This is a significant reflection due to
the historical marginalization of Native Americans
and their under-representation in the legal field,
making it critical for Native American lawyers and
judges to represent their interests.

Best Documentaries 2022 - Buyer's Guide
videolibrarian.com



A notable aspect of the Native American justice
system that the documentary addresses are the
peacemaking process, which is “focused on empathy
and the underlying causes that bring people to
court.” 

This stands in poignant contrast to the broader U.S.
legal system, which is highly punitive: 25% of the
world’s prisoners are in the U.S., among whom Native
Americans form a significant percentage even though
they comprise only 3% of the U.S. population.

These Native American judges and lawyers are
committed to restorative justice, which follows an
approach of remediation, and their relationship with
indigenous communities and the federal government
can therefore be highly invaluable in seeking to
resolve socioeconomic problems.

Tribal sovereignty is a central component of Native
Americans’ ability to seek legal redress for issues in
their communities. Judge Michael Petoskey and his
son John define tribal sovereignty as “the ability to
determine for ourselves what type of society we
want to construct.” As part of exercising this
sovereignty, Native American tribes are obligated to
provide social services to their members, which are
manifested in health and wellness resources, policing
systems, and casinos.
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Casinos have played an especially significant role in
the efforts of Native Americans to regain a sense of
sovereignty since they have been used to reclaim
ownership of historically indigenous lands, which are
held in trust by the federal government for use by
Native Americans.

A central requirement for tribal sovereignty is
federal recognition, an issue dating back to the
establishment of the United States in the late 18th
century. 

During this period, U.S. treaties with Native
American tribes promised money and resources, but
the federal government stopped signing treaties as it
pursued a policy of westward expansion.

A notable point raised in the documentary is that
tribes were unique and diverse. Therefore it is
important for Native American attorneys to know the
treaties that were specific to their respective tribes
since they promised certain rights. Attorney JoAnne
Cook states that federal recognition, a process by
which the federal government recognizes tribal
sovereignty, is essential since it allowed Native
Americans to establish their own tribal governments,
which can thus exercise legal authority in seeking to
resolve issues in indigenous communities.
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Warrior Lawyers: Defenders of Sacred Justice
provides a highly comprehensive and nuanced
portrait of the legal solutions that Native American
attorneys are seeking for the socioeconomic
challenges in indigenous communities, including
inter-generational traumas that have been down as a
consequence of the historic boarding school system
and state-led efforts to assimilate Native American
children.

Through this depiction, the documentary offers an
informative and engaging exploration of the ways in
which tribal governments provide benevolent and
restorative forms of legal redress for community
members, and it opens room for discussion of how
the general U.S. legal system can be reformed along
these lines. 

Extremely thought-provoking and empathetic,
Warrior Lawyers is thus highly recommended for
media librarians seeking to add documentaries on
legal issues and Native American tribal practices.

A C A D E M I C  S U B J E C T S :  
 U.S. History, Native American & Indigenous Studies, 

and Government & Legal Studies.
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L I B R A R Y  S H E L V E S :  

Public or academic library collections including 
indigenous stories



W H O  W E  A R E :  A  C H R O N I C L E  O F  R A C I S M  
I N  A M E R I C A

 DIRECTOR Emily Kunstler, Sarah Kunstler
DISTRIBUTOR Roco Films
GENRE Race, Political Issues, Social Issues, 
 Documentary
RATING PG-13
RELEASE DATE March 17, 2021
DURATION 117 minutes
REVIEW DATE February 8, 2022

Review by Kevin Hall
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Racial injustice has been a hot-button issue in both
fiction and nonfiction films since…well, since film
began. With the death of George Floyd, racial tension
spilled out into violence and protest across America.
Who We Are: A Chronicle of Racism in America
discusses not only the current racial climate but the
events leading up to it. It would make a fine addition
to Black History Month programming and film
collections with a focus on race and American
history. 

The film’s mouthpiece is Former ACLU Deputy Legal
Director and Harvard-educated lawyer Jeffrey
Robinson. You see how, at eleven years old, Robinson
attended hearings for those arrested in the Memphis
Sanitation Worker Strike, which inspired him to
become an attorney. After years as a lawyer,
Robinson turned his focus on the issue of white
supremacy and black oppression and was disgusted
by what he saw as he shared his findings across the
country.

The film cuts from a Juneteenth performance of
Robinson’s findings to archival footage of the
imprints of racism in society. You see also Robinson
meeting with historical figures, those who lived
through some of the most tumultuous times in
America’s history. The film doesn’t shy away from
hard emotions, as you go to Alabama to the site of a
1947 lynching or to a hanging tree in Charleston,
South Carolina.

Best Documentaries 2022 - Buyer's Guide
videolibrarian.com



The film demands attention, as Robinson himself asks
the viewer to place themselves in history. Are any of
us complicit? Can we be doing more? 

Robinson combines a magnificent pathos with fiery
rage and compassion and demands that we reckon
with our past and help create a more tenable future.
Recommended for political science, history, African-
American studies, and sociology students.

A C A D E M I C  S U B J E C T S :  
 Political Science, History, African-American Studies, 

and Sociology
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L I B R A R Y  S H E L V E S :  

Academic library shelves focusing on race, politics, 
and sociology 
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W H O  W E  A R E :  L I F E ,  L O S S  &  H O P E  I N  
T H E  O P I O I D  E P I D E M I C

 DIRECTOR Nicholas Manting Brewer
DISTRIBUTOR EPF Media
GENRE Documentary, Health & Wellness
RATING Not Rated
RELEASE DATE 2018
DURATION 27 minutes
REVIEW DATE February 22, 2022

Review by Kevin Hall
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One ongoing problem that has plagued most of
America has been the opioid epidemic. Many in the
US have known someone suffering from the throes of
addiction. Documentarian Nicholas Manting Brewer
paints a sobering picture of this disease in Who We
Are: Life, Loss & Hope in the Opioid Epidemic.

While many shows and series (including Hulu’s
Dopesick) have tackled the crisis, Brewer’s 27-minute
film focuses on one family: the Isaacs. In 2013, 19-
year-old Joshua Isaac died after a heroin overdose.
The film is a character study of sorts of a truly
broken family. Joshua’s parents, Rick and Joyce,
struggle to cope with his death, yet they also use it
as a teachable moment for other families.

While dealing with the pain and uncertainty (how
long was Joshua using opioids and where he got them
from pop up), the Isaacs use their son’s death as a
way of warning and guiding other families about the
perils of opioid addiction.

While series like Dopesick and issues like the Sackler
case are important in highlighting the scourge of
opioid addiction, the Isaacs are also vital. Even at
only 27 minutes, Brewer’s film packs a punch and is a
clarion call for an ongoing epidemic.
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L I B R A R Y  S H E L V E S :  

Community screenings to raise drug issue awareness. 
Educators in health and wellness classes for high 

school or college university students could add this 
to their syllabus.
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This documentary is suitable for community
screenings raising drug issue awareness. Educators
in health and wellness classes for high school or
college university students could add this to their
syllabus. Editor's Choice.

A C A D E M I C  S U B J E C T S :  
 Health, Wellness, Family Life, Psychology



W H O  W I L L  W R I T E  O U R  H I S T O R Y
 

DIRECTOR Roberta Grossman
DISTRIBUTOR Good Docs
GENRE Biography, War, History, Drama, 
Documentary
RATING Not Rated
RELEASE DATE July 21, 2018
DURATION 96 minutes
REVIEW DATE March 15, 2022

 
Review by Michael Lamagna
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Often attributed to Winston Churchill, the phrase
“history is written by the victors” communicates how
the historical narrative is crafted by those in charge
and provides an often-incomplete picture of complex
historical events.

During World War II, the Germans made a concerted
effort to document the war effort based on the
understanding that they would be the ones creating
the historical narrative based on their perverse
world perspective.

Who Will Write Our History is an educational
documentary that covers the story of Emanuel
Ringelblum’s goal to record the Jewish experience in
the Warsaw Ghetto during World War II.

Ringelblum was a public intellectual and understood
the need to collect the lived experience of the Jewish
people as a counterbalance to what he observed of
the Germans. Their still photographers and video
crews crafted the narrative that they were less than
human by living in squalid environments. As we
know, this skewed image does not reflect the
realities of the Jewish people living in Poland but the
conditions the German occupation forced upon
them.

With a mixture of expert interviews, archival footage
and photographs, period ephemera, and
dramatizations drawn from the actual words of those
who lived in the Warsaw ghetto, this film tells the
compelling story of the creation of the Oyneg Shabes
Archives. 
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This community archive documents the lived
experience of the Jewish people in the Warsaw
Ghetto through written accounts of their daily lives
and what they witnessed, utilizing not only first-
hand accounts, but also artwork, newspapers,
German edicts, and other relevant materials to
ensure that the Jewish experience would not be lost
to history and provide a competing narrative to the
documentation of the Germans.

This excellently produced film seamlessly integrates
contemporary interviews with archival footage and
dramatic reenactments based on the actual words of
the Jewish individuals that contributed documents to
the Oyneg Shabes Archives. This Holocaust
documentary is an excellent example of how to
integrate primary source material into a project to
make history come alive and can serve as an example
for educators looking to develop engaging
assignments as well as other filmmakers.

The option to purchase a 37 minute or 97-minute
version ensures that this title can easily be
integrated into any classroom or other event. It
should be noted that those viewing this documentary
resource should understand the content, as the
personal narratives will impact the audience.
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A C A D E M I C  S U B J E C T S :  
 History, Holocaust studies, Religious or Jewish 

Studies, Archival Studies, Social Justice, and Human 
Rights
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While Who Will Write Our History clearly can
support history, Holocaust studies, religious or
Jewish studies, or political film collections it also can
support teaching with film the following subjects:
information science, archival studies, social justice,
and human rights. Regardless of where this will fall
within a film collection, it is an essential purchase.
Highly Recommended. Editor’s Choice.

L I B R A R Y  S H E L V E S :  

Community or public library screenings focusing on 
religion, Jewish Community Centers
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